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THE TOWN OF CHATHAM
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

It  , is  not  of fe 'n that  one has the opportuni ty  to br ing
greel ings to an organizat ion wh, ich thas made such ,a sJgni f ic 'ant
conlnibulion to our are.a, a,nd to know lh,af such greetings have
fhe comnlete srrnnor i  o f  a l l  c i t izens.  The One Hundredth Anni-
vers)dry of  the arr iva l  of  the Sisters in  Chafham, N.  B. ,  which
we are celebraf ing in  1969,  is  one such occasion.

Our Sisters came io Chatham one hunoreo years ago
and establ ished among us a i  'hosp, i ta l  and school .  The' i r  work
in 4rhese ins i i tu l ions over  the years has,  in  one way or  anofher ,
louched th 'e l ives of  a lmosi  every fami ly  in  t ihe Chat iham afe,a.
Wc remember wi th the Sisfers fhe h 'ard t imes and the good
t imes.  In  t rhe h,ard i imes,  we h 'ad no crhoice bui  io  remain; the
Sisfers nemained wi ' t 'h  us in  a spi r i i  o f  Chr is ta in dedica ' t ion.
This spin i f  has been mani{ested to a h igh degree by our  Si r ters
i n  ' he i r  100  yea rs  i n  Cha tham.

On behal f  o f  fhe res idenls of  l rhe C,hatham area,  |  61-
prcss our  deep appreciat ion to the Sisters for  t 'he i r  many years
of  unsel f isrh serv ice among us.  We hope they wi l l  be w, i th  us for
ma,ny years to come and cont inue t ,hei r  good works in  our
commun i t y .

qthzn-"d
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Message from Sisier O'Ke'effe, R.H.S.J.

Provincial Superior

It is a pnivilege to offer you my sincere congratulaiions
and prayer fu l  good wishes on the occasion of  ihe one hun-
dredth anniversary of lhe arrival of the Religious Hospitallers
of Sl. Joseph in Chaiham, New Brunswick. T,he finy seed
planted by the Foundress, Moiher D'Avignon and her ihree
companions, Sisters St. Louis, fv4cGurfy and Vitaline, has truly
become a great tree.

Throughouf tho past century many dedicated sisfers,
devofed priests and ze,alous lay people have contributed to
ifs growth. As the lears p655sl by the tree developed ihree
main branches:  Sl .  Michael 's  Academy, Hote l  Dieu Hospi*a l ,
and Mount Sf. Joseph. These fhree institutions have served
fhree very imponiant groups in Chatham, namely, lhe children,
the s ick,  and ihe aged.

Even lhough presenl day trends in healih, educaiion,
and rvelfare may modify the contribufion of ihe sisfers in fhe
above-mentioned areas, I am confident fh'at fhe Religious
,Hospitallers of ihe future wil l serve Chrisf and His bre,thren
with the s'ame spirif of dedication as have those of ihe pasf
and the presenf.

As we ioin in the Centennial Celebrations, let us offer
our graiitude to God for all ihe gnaces of fhe past one hund-
red years, and let us go forward into the nexi century with a
greal spirit of faith in God and optimism for the fuiure.

May our Divine Lord bless abundanfly all those who
have shared in ihe apostolaie of 'the Religious Hospitallers of
St. Joseph in Ghatham, New Brunswick.





IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION

To the vai iant  Foundresses of  fhe Hote l  Dieu of
Ch,atham, our S'isters Davignon, McGurty, Saint
Louis and Vi ia l ine:

To a l l  the Rel ig ious Hospi ta l lers who have succeeded
rnem;

To His Excel lency Mosi  Reverend James Rogers;

To a l l  the col laborators,  re l ig ious ,and la i ty ,  who per-
ml t ted fh is  work to take root ,  fo  l ive and to expand.

l ' l  is a gre,at honour for ihe eniire Co,nglegation to ren-
der  homage to our  dea,r  Sis fers of  Chaiha 'm on the occasion of
lhe Centenary of  ihe i r  Hole l  D, ieu.  Every Hospi ta l le , r  o f  St .
Joseph  w ishes  to  make ,he r  own  l he  hymn  o f  p ra i se  add ressed
lo the Lord for  l 'he many bounl ies showered upon ih is  aposfo l ic
work  du r i ng  i t s  ex i s l ence  o f  ONE HUNDRED YEARS.  We  need
to i ,o in forces lo  make an adequate ihanksgiv ing for  the gen-
erous lab 'or  occompl isrhed in yourr  t 'hree Inst i iu t ions,  for  fhe
many successes achieved,  for  lhe counl less graces,and b less-
ings granted lo  th,e Hoie l  Dieu,  J ,he second house of  our  Con-
gregal ion fo be founded on Acadian soi l .

We would l ike to of {er  you,  dear  s is ters,  our  best  wishes
and s incere congralu la l ions for  your  coni r ibut ion in ,a 'ss is t ing
mankind lo  grow and develop.  Your h is tory records many
memorable dafes s ince July  16,  1869 when four  Sis ters of
hero ic  and inv inc ib le courage f i rs t  came io lhese par ls .

The present  a lbum re lafes many g lor ious facts in  i ts
precious pages which I  would l ike to meni io ,n br ie f ly :  fhe
evid,ent  great  sp i r i t  o f  fa i th ,and sacr i f ice of  fhe p ioneers;  the
ha,rd work and d i re pover fy  of  the ear ly  years;  the tender lov-
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i ng  ca re  ex tended  i o  t housands  o f  pa l i en t s ; l he  hund reds  o f

chi ldren educaied and prepared for  fhe future;  the new foun-

d'ations siarted from fhe 'humble seed sown by brave soLrls.

To I 'he memory of  the foundresses and benefacfor"s,  to

the memory of fhe ,Bisrho'ps rand 'Clergy, ' io the memory of the

Hospi l la f lers who broug'ht  th is  work fo 'a succe'ssfu l  and g lor ious

Centenary we s ing

TE DEUM LAUDAMUS!

To our d'ear Sisters of Chafham we offer a tribute of

l 'hanks,  joy and af fect ion.  May your  work coni inue to f lour is 'h

and m'ay lhe next  cen' lury see even greater  Progress in  heal th '

wel fare and educat ion.

2''a"* *aa)-(",k":ot{
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This book is dedicated to

Bishop J,ames Rogers

who called us 'here

100 years ago

to

Sister Davignon

Sisier Sf. Louis

Sisfer Vitaline

Sister McGurty

who answered the call

100 years ago





There is someihing mysieriously

beautiful about a dead tree

- - as it stands no longer resisting

fhe winds that strip iis bark

,and twist its trunk . . .

In sunshine - rain . - or snow

if seems fo suggest a power

long affer life has gone.
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"lf I had gold and silver,

Brought from some foreign
place

And royal robes pui on me

And a crown set o'er my face,

I would yield it all with
pleasure,

For sooner would I be

Where the rolling ta", it
flows 'longside

The Banks of the'Miramishi".

By Patrick Hurley
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tt/aaanache, 4 irfarria B ac/rrrnunl
By D,r. Loulse Manny

Pronou,ncing the name "Miramichi" is o problem to
fhose who m,ake its acquaiintance in ,print Sor fhe firsi time. lt
is occenfed on fhe first and ,last syllables. The last syllable is
pronounced "shee". Miramichi, however pronounced, is said
to be the oldest Indian place-name sti l l  in use in North Amer-
ica, but no one knows the derivation ,of fhe word.

The 'name is used for the river, for the whole districf
a,round the rive,r, and for the sea porfs. l'f is pr.obably a Mon-
fagnais Indian word,  meaning "Micmac La,nd".  Alas!  s ince
ihe Montagnais hafed the Micmacs, Miramichi also means
"Country of lhe Bad People". We have fhree Micmac rese'r-
vations on our pivsl ' - Burnf Church, Eel Ground, ornd Red
Bank. Our Indians ,are a gentle and friendly people; fheir
langu'age is be,aufiful end expressive - enthusiasts say lt
equals in subtlefy the 'ancient Greek.

Miramichi has a long trad,if ion. Some writers fhink we
were Leif Ericsson's Vinland. Brefons ,and 'Basques used io come
here for the fishing, long before we ever appear in recorded
hisiory in 1534, when Jacques Carlier sailed this way, an'd
perh'aps landed at Escuminac.

In $he lTth Century, fhe districi was parl of fhe great
seigneury o{ Nicholas Denys de Fronsac, trader in fish and furs.

There are {ew records of Miramichi in fhe early lSih
century. But we know there were Acadian settlemenfs on the
r.iver - some were destroyed by expeditions seni by General



Wolfe affer the Fall of Louisbourg in 1758.

Our f i rs t  Engl ish-speaking sel f ler  was Wi l l iam David-
son, an ambitious Scot, w'ho, wiih his partner, John Cort, got

a f ish ing grant  in  1765;  o{  100,000 aoes,  inc luding Beaubair 's
lsla.nd a,nd larnd exie'nd,ing up bo'ih branches of the river.
Davidson exported fish and fu'rs, and later masts {or the l(ing's
Navy.  He bui l t  in  l r773,  a 300- ton sc,hooner,  ihe MIRAMICHI,
which was lhe second sai l inq vessel  bui l i  in  New Brunswick.

Will iam Davidson's grave may be seen at fhe Enclosure
(the former Wilson's Poini), where Lord Beaverbrook has re-
sfo,red the oldest burying ground on fhe river, as a memorial
io the early pioneers.

Abouf 1790 Newcastle was made ihe S'hire Town.

In 1900, Francis Peabody, from Maugervil ' le on the
Saidf John river, founded the *own of Chatham. He named it
in honor of Will iam Pitt, the friend of Americ,a, for the Pea-
bodys were New England people.

In 1820,  Samuel  Cunard sent  h is  fwo brothers,  Henry
and fhe spectacular Joseph, fo Cha$am, io found a branch
of S. Cunard & Co. of Halifax. They l ived fhere in qreat splen-

dor unfi l ihe Miramichi f irm failed in 1848, wifh a oash th'af
almost ruined the Cunard Line.

In 1825, lhe great Mir.amichi Fire, 'fhe ' largest in areo
ihat ever devasta,ted ,any counfry, laid wasie six thousand
square miles, including Newcaslle and Douglastown, and the

surrounding territory. lt desfroyed fhe magnificent pine for-
es'ls which had furnished masls and square timber io Brilain
for over fiffy years. T,he masting indusiry was ai an end, bui

fhe trees on ihe unburned area, and the iuniper whioh sprang

up afier fhe Fire, fu'rnished material for shipbuilding.

About fifty small ships had been built before the Fire,



. .1

but now larger ones were constructed.

Johnson & Mackie buil i ihe INDIAN QUEEN ,in Chat-
ham, '1'he vessel ihaf rivalled the Saint John-built MARCO
POLO, and once or twice beat lhe MARCO POLO's i ime fo
Australia.

Peter I'vlitchell, a Faiher of Co,nfederation, and Minis-
ter of Marine and Fisheries in Can,ado's fi,rst Cabinet, was
born i 'n Newcastle. John M. Jorhnson, an,other Father o{ Con-
federation, was a nafive of Chatham. Lord Be,averbrook spent
his boyhood ,here - fhe Manse in which fhe Aitken family
lived is now the public | ibnary of Newcasfle.
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Bishop Rogers
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7/4e atriatt Brzl4ap ol e/4ot/4an
RT. REV. JAMES ROGERS, D.D.

News ltem 1910

Right Reverend James Rogers, D.D. the first Bishop of
Chatham was consecnafed August  15,  1860,  when the province
was divided into two dioceses. A n.ative of County Donega,l,
l re land,  he was born July  l l ,  1826,  being the e ldest  ch i ld  and
only son of Jo'hn Rogers and Mary Britton, bofh nafives of
fhat  par i  o f  l re land.  In  fhe ye 'ar  l83 l  h is  fami ly  emigrated to
Halifax where ihe youth received a good genenal education.
On the compleii,on of fhis, he decided fo study for the Church
and complefed h is  fheological  s iudies af  ihe Sulp ic ian Semin-
ary, Montreal. He was admifted io lonsu,re and minor or.ders
at 'H 'a l i fax,  August  25,  1850,  and to sub-deaconate on the fo l -
lowing d'ay. Af the Gnand Seminary, Que,bec, he was ordained
deacon  by  A rchb i shop  Bou rge i ,  June  14 ,  1851 ,  and ,he  was
ordained priest by Arch'bis,hop Walsh at Halifax, July 2, of the
sa,me year. T'he first few years of his ministry were spent at
Halifax in vario'us missions in the counties of Digby, Annapolis
and Cu,mberland and fo,r iwb years, 1857-8, he labored in the
Bermuda lsl 'ands where he pui underway ihe erecfion of lhe
first Catholic Ohurch ever buih there. In 1859 he was appoinf-
ed secretary to Archbishop Connolly, Halifax, and at the same
fime, to a ,pnofess'orship in St. Mary's College, Halifax, in
which insiitution, prior to his ordinafion, he had held a similar
oosition.

When New Brunswick was divided into two dioceses,
Dr. Rogers was named as the first Bishop of the new d,iocese
of Chatham. Af nhe age of 34 years a'nd ,in his ninfh year as
priest, Dr. Rogers was consecrated Bishop, August 15, 1860,



by Anchbishop 'Connolly, His Lords'hip Bishop Swee'ney, Si.

John,  being present  at  lhe ceremony,  the consecrat ion tak ing

place at Ch,arlottetown. Fnom thal dafe ,he entered with zeal

on the diff icul't ies which f 'aced 'h' im in fhe newly erecfed dio"

cese and he continued unremittingly u'nti l the infirm'it ies of

age nrade necessary his retiremenf. His diocese covered a

wide strefch of terrifory embracing all the heavily wooded and

sparsely settled districts in norihern New Brunswick, but he was

not d,aunted by fhe obstacles in his path. l 'n his long episcopal

career ,  he never  sp 'ared h imsel f  and hardships c 'ould not  pre '

vent  h im f rom zealously  at tending to h is  dut ies at  a l l  t imes

and everyw'here. A notable evidence of his good works was the

bringing of the Sisters fo take charge of ihe lepers af Traco'

d ie,  fhen in 'a  deplorable condi i ion,  and the support  he lent

to ihe establishment of the Hotel Dieu ot Chath'am, on insti '

fution w'hich, lasl year, observed iis g'olden lubi{ee and siands

wi thout  a peer  in  eastern C'anada.

In the summer of  1877,  His Lordship 'a l iended the

eighteenth centenary celebration of the martyrdom of Saints

Pete land Paul  and the canonizat ion of  f lhe Japanese martyrs

held at  St .  Peier 's ,  Rome. He a lso v is i ted Rome at  other  t imes

and was one of  fhe pre lafes who at tended lhe Ecumenical

Counci l  he ld at  Rome, December 8,  1869.  In 1899 he appl ied

to Rome for  ass is lance in h is  episcopal  work and Rev.  I .  F.

Barry, V. G., Bathurst, was selected as Coadlutor Bishop wifh

fhe right of succession. The consecration of Falher Barry took

place in the 'Cafhedral of the lmmaculaie Conception, St.

John,  Fe 'bruary l l ,  1900,  and on November 12,  Bishop Rogers

reiired from active work and Bis'hop Barry made h'is formal

en'try in'to the pro-cafhedral.

Bishop Rogers' career in ihe prieslhood was long and

ac+ive, covering a period of 52 years, in 43 of which he wore

the mifre and in 42 of the lalter, he administered fhe affairs of

the diocese.

He was consid'ered one of the ablest men in ihe Can-

adian hierarchy, particularly noiable for his zeal and piety
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and men fhere 'are who love to tell of his kindness and humilify.
The work of our pioneer Bish,ops who accompanied ihe blazers
in the forests, s'aw fhe wild.ness grow inio cil ies or towns and
raised ihe symbol of salvaiion far and near, is a matter of
history, and lhe works they have performed and the ihings
they h,ave accompl'ished ere the most fifting tributes and
monumenis of fheir devotion fo the cause of Christ
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Every era has ifs needs, whicth ore reflecied in "fhe
signs of ihe time". Every sign has ,an interpreter who reveals
a vision, and as th'is vision 'becomes clear, a plan is conceived.
When fie plan is realized, a le,ader is born. Our time i 's
troubled 'and uncertain. The signs ,are apparen't i 'n the world,
in  our  counfry,  in  our  work,  yes,  in  ourselves.

Our t ime is  t roubled 'and uncer fa in as t imes have been
in the past, buf we dare fo drea'm our dreams, as lhose before
us have done,  and as wi l l  ihose who fo l low us.

Jerome le Royer de I 'a  Dauvers iere,  our  Founder,  'had

a vision. 'His vision was simple. lJe s,aw ,a need, 'and knew thaf
only a group of dedicated persons could occomplish it. And
the Hospi'tallers came in'fo being.

Jerome le Royer was a marr ied man wi th a fami ly ;  a
laym,an of lTth century France. He shared his hopes wifh o
young at t ract ive woman, Mar ie de la  Ferre,  who became our
Foundress and firsf Mother Superior.

The vision of Jerome le Royer was clear, and Marie
de [a Ferre's fask specific. Their hope was to found a Christian
Communify dedicated to lhe needs of the time, highly {lerible,
and comple'tely available.

In fact, our community was founded for fhe mission of

New France. Conseguently, the nucleus of ded'icaled young

women under ihe direction of Marie de la Ferre, was prepared

for lhe ardous task of caring for fhe poor and sick on Monfrea'l
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l s l and .

A confratern'ity was formed in LaFleche, Fnance, in

1636, and after negofiations with civil and ecclesiastical

aufhorii ies, a new congreg'afion was {ormed in 1643. Jeanne

Mance arr ived in  New France,  Monlreal  ls land,  in  1642'  to

esiabl ish a hospi ta l  and assume adminis t rat ive and nurs ing

responsibil i t ies. Three sisters of the 'Congregaiion arrived in

1659,  but  Jeanne Mance cont inued in her  adminis t rat ive post

unti l her health failed. Jeanne Ma'nce i 's an example of strength

and courage, and has ihe distinction of being the firsf lay-

nurse 'and adminis f rafor  in  Canada.
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7/n \el,aaf,a"t,

7/ac laantaoa
Dream ihings thaf never were and

ask why noi? -

Jerome le Royer

Marie de la Ferre

Jeanne Mance

Bishop Rogerc

Mother Davignon

All of us

The person, who can make a dream a
reality is fruly great when mankind

benefits

"l have imade an alliance
with my chosen" Ps. 89

For many of the sisters of Chatham

fhe alliance

has been fulfilled

confinues

what of the fulure?
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The mooring ring

Symbol of

security

commifment

sYmbol of 

continuity

evolulion

eternify

The sleamer called "Sesref"

pasf

pr'eseni

future

Because':"':::-T::''n"

as if is

as it will be
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This house ,has many memories

I Presbyfery for first resident priest

2 Episcopal Residence of Bishop Rogers 1850

3 First Hotel Dieu of Miramichi 1869 - 1870

4 St. Joseph Preparatory School l9l9; t lv{6vs.1 to present sife
l93l ;  Renovated 1962

5 Landscaped and ren,ovated as a museum for centenary 1959

Second Hotel Dieu 1870 - 1876
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There is a season for everythi,ng .

a time for every occupation under heaven,

a iime for giving birth

a time for dying,

a fime for planting,

a lime for uprooting vrhat has been planted.

a time for knocking down,

a ii,me for building,

a time for fears,

a lime for laughter,

a fime for mourning,

a fime for dancing.

What does a man gain for the efforts #hai he makes?
Ecclesiastes Ch. 3
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The history of the Religious Hos,pitallers of St. Joseph
of Chafham, N. B. is replete with adventure, hardship, success,
and heroism. On Jul 'y  16,  1869,  "af fer  three days voyage
(aboard 'the steamer 'Secret') our Moihers sel foot upon ihe

soil of their adopfed country, where sa'oif ices of all kinds

awai fed ihem" (annals) .  The day af ter  thei r  err iva l ,

they set to work preparing the first Hotel Dieu of Miramichi.
In the first eighfeen monfhs, 100 palients were tre'ate'd l 'n
hospital, as well as 1000 out-patients. Doctor Stafford Benson,
a well respected physician of the communify, fen'ded the sick,
gra l is .

Very oflen food and fuel we're scarce. The Annals

relate slory after story of privation. "Our f 'are was frug'al.
Fresh meat was conspicuous on ihe daily menu 'by ifs obsence,
this delicacy being ours only when friends of the s'isters pro-

cured i t  for  us.  The ord inary v iands were f ish,  sa l t  Pork,  and
conned beef. Butfer was nof often p'assed whi' le sugar
was a luxury. The cold . was perhaps the h'ardesf of a.l l . . .

fo endure in fhese days of f irst beginnings. Often sleep was

driven ,away in a loo engrossing searc'h after a l ift le warmth"

.  .  .  (ann,a ls) .

Even after moving into the fhird Hotel Dieu in 1876,

we read in the records thal "co,nditi 'ons were much the s'ame".

Wood and waier had to be carried to the third flat by the

sisters. T'here were fhirfy-nine stoves in fhe establishment, and

the sislers who saf up at n,ight wifh the sick, 'had to watch the



In lB87, six sisters fell victim to tuberculosis and died.
Wiihin the next 1wo ye,ars, a su'mmef house was provided for
relaxation, fhe water pump was moved fro,m outside ,into the
ki tchen,  a furnace and hot  water ,heaf ing system were in-
sialled. These conven,iences gre,afly reduced the labors of fhe
sis ters,  end as is  noted in  the annals,  af ter  1890 the s is ters '
heal th improved.

The sisfers from M'on,treal were not ,a,ccustomed to l iv-
ing outs ide the c lo is ter ,  and fhe c i rcumstances dur ing ihei r
'f irsl years in Chet'ham were such 'that regular monastic l i fe
could nof be observed. Bec,ause of the strictness of their rules
these condi t ions caused lhem some misgiv ings and sacr i f ice.

In 1876, howeven fhe s'isters re'alized their dream for a
regular monastry whe,n fhey moved into 'the convent adioining
fhe ih i rd Hote l  Dieu.
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7ha Jlo4difnJ

The First Hospiial, an unpreientious building of 25' x
36' served as fhe presbytery of the first resiCent priest, and in
| 860 became the Episcopal Residence of Bishop Rogers. The
sis lers occupied i t  f rom July 1869 unt i l  Ju ly  1870.  This smal l
bui ld ing was used in 1903 as a c iv ic  hospi fa l  dur ing a d iph-
iher ia epidemic,  and in l9 l9 i f  became St .  Joseph's Prepara-
tory School for boys. l i  vras moved io ifs preseni site in 193 1,
renovafed in  1962,  and is  presenf ly  serv ing as a museum for
fhe Centenary Celebrat ions of  1969.

The seco'nd Hotel Dieu was consfrucfed under the
direcfion of Bishop Rogers and consisled of a wing ad[acenf
to the fhen existing church. lt was occupied by the sisfers from
July 1870 unt i l  1876.  The bui ld ing was destroyed by f i re  in
I  878 .

The ihird Hoiel Dieu was an elaboraie building of "T"
shaped construciion. The building was almosf a self-contained
unif. There were gardens and orchards af the rear; kitchen and
loundry facil i t ies in the base,ment. The chapel and priesfs'
quarfers occupied a central pos'it ion accessible from all parfs
of  the bui ld inq.  Beiween 1875 and 1913,  i f  served as a hos-
p i ta l ;  f rom 19l7 to 1937,  as a nurses '  res idencei  and a i  d i f -
ferent t imes it housed employees, 'boarders from the Academy,
nursing assistants, senior cit izens, and othor persons or groups,
as necessity dictated. The building was finally demolished in
r  963.

The annals record many incidents and improvements



that  took p lace in  th is  h is for ic  bui ld ing,  fhe remains of  which,

in 'parl at least, resi beneath f 'he presenf Hoiel Dieu Convent

and acl iacent  lawns.

As previously mentioned, there were improvemenfs in

ihe mul t i -purpose bui ld ing f rom t ime fo t ime,  and we note ihat

in  |  889 fhe basemeni  was f in ished.

On Apni l  10,  1902,  ihe hospi ia l  was incorporated under
"The Sisters of  the Hoie l  Dieu of  Chafham, N.  B."  ln  th is  year

as well, ihe town obtained water serv'ice €nd upon request,
the hospi ta l  was suppl ied f ree of  ch 'arge.

ln 1905 the vacated school apartments were renovaied,

and converted to serve as parl of the hospiial. For some time

the sisters were aware that an operating room was needed, buf

funds were low due io school construclion. However, in 1909,

a donat ion of  $15,000.  was received,  and in 19l0 the s is fers

turned the sod for the fourlh Hofel Dieu on Lobban Avenue.

By the t ime of  the opening in  1913,  the cost  had mounled to

$87 000.  for  about  70 beds.

A new steam laundry was ins ia l ' led in  1917,  at  an ex-

pense of $6 868. In lhis same year the School of Nursing wos

opened wi th s ix  s tudenfs gr"aduat ing in  1920.

Apr i l  25,  1920,  was ihe inaugurat ion of  the Hospi ta l

Aid which coniinues to serve the hospital.

Hotel Dieu passed the inspection of a docior chosen

by ihe American College of Surgeons, and obfained stand'ard-

ization. That is, the hospital provided the requirements consid-

ered necessary to give adequate health care.

In 1923,  a centra l  heai ing p lanf  was insta l led,  prov id ing

greater  comfor t  in  a l l  bu i ld ings of  the establ ishment .

In May lr924, a Social Sorvice Department was opened,
ihe hospital employing o V. O. N, 'Nurse, Each day, accom-



panied by a studenf nurse, she visifed ihe poor sick. Unfor-
tunately, ihe hospital could not confinue to pay the expense
involved, so in an effort io rna,intain the much needed service,
the sislers applied to the town for support. The Town Council
was not prepared io supporf this unde'riaking, thus it was dis'
cont inued.  Again in  1968,  a s ludy was made to in 'augurafe

a Social Service Deparfment, and allhough the need was pre'

sent, the resoufces were nof. History repeats itself.

The Nurses Alumnae was esfabl is 'hed in 1927.

ln lr922, Sister Walsh and other keen, kn'owledgea'ble
religious in fhe hospital f ield were making ,a sfudy of lhe con-
ditions within the Catholic Hosp;ifal Association of the United
Slates and Canada,  wi lh  a v iew to esta 'b l ish ing a Mar i t ime
Associaf ion.  This was accompl ished in the 1920's,  ihus ,br inging

io ihe Marif imes, the distinction of be'ing t 'he {irsf area in

Canada to organize,  and the f i rs t  area to pass C'  H'  A.

sfa n da rd izaiion.

The Nurses '  Home begun in Apr i l ,  1936 was completed
in February,  1938.  In March a house-warming and "Si lver

Tea" were held to celebrate lhe opening.

Because many of  the pat ients in  the hospi ia l  d idn ' t

need aciive treatment, if was decided in 1948 to turn St.

Michael's ,\cademy into a Chronic Hospital. St. Michael's

was renovated and re-named Mount St. Joseph, receiving

chronic cases in  1949,  wi th the formal  opening February 15,

|  950.

Due to increased government involvemenf in hospifal

affairs, it was necessary to establish a Lay iAdvisory Board for

the hospital in 1949. A new laundry was constructed in 1949,

and a School  for  Nurs ing Assis tants was opened.

In 1950, fhe Red Cross provided free blood transfusion

service to all hospitals requesting i i.

The sod was turned on May 8, 1956, and excavation
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begun May 30,  1956 for  the proposed $1,141,425.  hospi ia l
wing. The open,ing of ihe wing took place in 1958. The fourth
Hotel Dieu was renovaied af ihis i ime, ,bringing the bed ca-
pacity io 127.

The lasf fow years have witnessed rapid progress in
health care. The challenge remains to give comprehensive and
dedicated service fo fhe oersons confided io our sare.
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One hundred years of coniinuous service to suffering

mankind bespeaks an i l lusfrious past. But our beginning goes

back well over three hundred years to a man named Jerome
le Royer. Jerome le Royer had a dream and it came true.

Bishop Rogers saw his aspirations realized. We too must strive
io have our hopes ma'terialise.

Indeed, one hundred years of continuous se'rvice to

mankind bespeaks an i l lust r ious past ,  but  dreams do nof  come
frue by locking back - lhey come true by looking forward.

During the l ifetime of mosf of us, cerlainly during the

last decade, there has been a tremendous consolida+ion of

scientif ic advances, and hospifals have become essential in'

stifufions through which society can enioy fhe full benefits of

modern medicine. But , it is imperative fhat we look over the

entire scope of health oare and focus our 'aifention on where

we are going, and less on where we have gone. T'hrough ihe

vehic'le of fhe hospital, health care wil l be increasingly ex-

tended inio the community, the hospital ihus being looked

upon as a communily 'healfh service center.

Everything is changing - occupations, opportunities,
businesses, the very definit ion of what it means to be a leader,
or even ,a human being. One wriier put if lhis way: "Only

those who have the abil ity io defect change ihe instant i i
happens - understand its lrend and ils consequences -

realize its dangers, and ifs opportunities - wil l survive". And

so, the roles and contributions in the giving of heallh care
must be studied. The main problem for hospitals today is to be

dependent on other organizaiions ond agencies, ond yet

mainfain auionomy and ihe right to decide what forms their

services shall fake in order to meet local wants and needs. lf

is clear fhai as health problems of lhe people ch'ange, so must



fhe insiitutions devoted to their health. We look to our gov-
ernmenis and associaiions to help institute and improve various
lechniques in promoting health interesls at all levels, relating
specifically to lhe needs and people of our day. lf we hope io
meei these needs, we must co-ordinate, and to co-ordinate we
must plan. In planning we must face the perplexing problem of
obtaining sufficient numbers of adequaiely educated and
properly moiivaied health workers so fhat we wil l be able fo
assure our public of the highest quality of health service.

Church related health facil i t ies have a unique oppof-
tuniiy and special obligation today. Christian service to the
suffering must express itself in genuine Christian charity, or it
is not wort'hy of its name. In our service to fhe sick, we must
concentraie on the two great v6lue5 - the physical and the

spiritual. On fhe physical, to alleviaie as far as we can, physical
pain and suf fer ing;  on the spi r i tua l ,  to  lessen the anguish of  the
emotionally affl icted, and help fhem on fhe way to eternal
salvation.

I believe thai every individual and every organiz:tion
needs a dream goal. This is a personal goal which one es-
tablishes for oneself or one's enferprise. Do you ihink mine is
ihe " impossib le dream"? Personal ly ,  I  f ind no chal lenge or
reward in a static situation involving solely the preservation of
the status quo. This, to me, is an impossibil i ty, today or in the

fuiure. Furfhermore, I f ind no personal fulf i l lment, no sense of

conlribution in a sifuation which permits no daring to dream
"the impossible dream", and striving for ifs accomplishmeni.
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The Gleaner, Chatham, N. B. July 19

The children of St. M'ic'hael's Female Academy, taug'[1
by fhe ladies of  Hofe l  Dieu,  gave a musical  and l i ferary enter-
ta inment  in  Saint  Michael 's  last  Wednesday evening.  l t  was
allended by His Excellency, lhe Govern,or General, o suife
and a large 'audience composed of fhe most respectable per-
sons from all parts of the Coun-ly. T,he slage was fitted with
care and good iudgment ,  and the chi ldren being tastefu l ly
arnanged, presenled a very beautiful sighf. The en'terl,ainmenf
embraced a vaniety of vocol and instrumenfal music, d'r 'amaiic
representation, declamations, etc., and re{lected great credit
on both teachers and 'pupils. At the conclusion of the enter-
iainment the scholars exhibited specimens of iheir work in
painting, dr.awing, and plain ,and ornamental needle-work. The
specimens showed the care and skil l  wiih which ihe children
are taught, and proved clearly that it is no longer necess'ary
1o send young ladies abroad that they moy obtain a fhorough

and polite education.
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How changed fhe educal ional  programme! Now i f  lS
cont inuous progress,  non-graded scho,o l ,  ind iv idual  t ime-tab-
l ing.  Pupi ls  in  ihe publ ic  schools of  New Brunswick are g, iven
an opportunity to follow any course that wil l prepare them to
enter i 'he compelit ive world of lod'ay - eny coufse thai t ies
in wi ih  thei r  abi l i ty  end ' the i r  faste.  We cal l  i t  "Equal  Oppor-
iu  n i iy" .

All down the years, from the l itt le "Red School House"
opened in 1872,  St .  Michael 's  has wi tnessed a ch,anging pro-
gramme, a lways expansi ,on-wise.  From ihe t iny mustard seed
planted in ihaf ye,ar has grown fhe lofty o,ak with its spreading
branches reac 'h ing out  'and leav, ing i ts  genf le in f luence on
countless young people, not only of the immedi,ate area, b'ut
a lso of  those on lhe d is tant  hor izon.

Withouf  deia i l ing here a l l  the oha,nges,  le t  us note only
thaf  i t  is  ra iher  s igni f icant  th ,at  in  th is  centennia l  ye,ar  of  1969,
Si. Michael's is undergoing a unique meia'morphosis. As of
June of  th is  ye,ar ,  the Junior  and Senior  High c lasses have
made fheir exo'dus fo the temporary new complex of School
District No. l0; and next Septem'ber, St. Michael's wil l reverf
fo 'an ele,meniary school - history repeati,ng itself.

Nosialgic? Yes, for we feel that a part of our very
selves has been wrenched from us: bu't we know it is for the
good of our students, and we shall follow them in fhe,ir new
field of endeavor. May the new seed planted in ihis Centen-
nia l  Year grow lo f ru i t ion and bear abundant  f ru i f  in  ihe years
lo come.







BlsHoPs 1860 - 1968

Bishop Rogers

Bishop Barry
co-adiuior

Bishop Barry

Bishop O!Leary
Auxiliary

Bishop Chiasson

Diocese moved to Bathurst 1938

Bishop LeBlanc t943 - 1959

Diocese divided; Miramiqhi area

ioined to St. John diocese 1959

Bishop Leverman 1959 - t968

Bishop McNeil 1969 -

PARISH PRIESTS

Father Barry

Msgr. Varilly

Falher John Bannon

Father Knig,ht

Father Joyner

Msgr. O'Keeffe

Faiher Burns

Father W. Wallace

Father L. McFadden

RESIDENT CHAPLAINS

Father B. J. Murdoch
Father John Ryan
Father E. Grani
Father 6. Harrington
Father J. McKinnon
Father C. Gautreau
Father H. Reinsborough
Father J. Smith
Father King

Father J. McKinnon

Falher R. MsKenna

t860 - 1903

t900 - 1903

t903 - t920

r9 t4  -  1920

1920 - t943



COM'MUNITY LEADERS OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS

Mother Davignon 1869 - 1873

Mother Raymond 1873 - 1879

Mother Sirois 1879 - 1885

Mother Renaud 1885 - 189 |

Mother Kane l89l  -  1897

Mofher Walsh 1897 - 1903

Mother Kane 1903 - 1909

Mother Dwyer 1909 - l9 l5

Moiher  Kane l9 l5  -  l92 l

M,ofher Dwyer l92l - 1924

Mother Kan,e 1924 - 927

Mother O'Keeffe 1927 - 1929

ST. MICHAEL'S

Sister Troy 196l - 1967

Sis*er Fitzpatrick 1967 -

Moiher Mary of fhe
Sacred Heart 1929- 1935

Moiher McElwee 1935 - 1938

Mother Mary of the
Sacred Heart 1938- 1944

Mother Dunn lg$ - 1947
Mother Borden 1947 - 1949

Formation of the Genenalate
t949

Sisler Burns 1949 - 1955
Sister O'Keeffe 1955 - 1956
Sister 'McKenzie 1956- 1959
Sisfer Bor.den | 959 - 196 |

HOTEL DIEU
Sisfer Borden 196l - 1962
Sister O'Keeffe t962 - 1965
Sister Coderre 1965 - 1968
Sister Shannon 1968 -

Formaiion of the Communiiies of St. Mic,hael's and Hotel Dieu l96l
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"The story of th' is foundafion is so closely connected
wifh that of Tracad,ie end their wanfs are so l inked 1'ogether
ihaf  i t  is  impossib le,  wi fhoui  breaking the chain,  to  re late ihe
inciden'ls of the Hofel Dieu of Chatham, ,at leasl in i ls early
days wilhout touching upon ihose of Traaad,ie.

Our house, in the thought of its prudent founder was
to be a home for the devoted miss'ionary Sisters of Lazaretto
at Tr.acadie, should adverse circumsiances ever necessifale
lhei r  leaving i t " .  (Annals)

The foundation ,at Tracadie continued over fhe years
and celebrated i ts  one hundredth anniversary last  year ,  1968.
Chatham Flotel Dieu survived the years also. We have men-
fioned already the privalions of fhe first years and fhe prog-
ress of ihe hospiial and school ovef one hundred ye'ars.

There are interesting incidenis recorded in the pages
of t ime ihat relate specifically to tho Sisfers ihemselves.

In September 1869, the first postul,ant was received
into the communify and in October two sisfers arrived from
Montreal ,  increasing the number in  the Communi ty  fo seven.

On Augusf lB, 1872 lhe novitate was opened with six
postulants received. By 1903 there were forty-one sisters
(alfhough at t imes the number was greater nhan ihis). Up unti l
the formation of the Generalate in 1949 ihe houses were
autonamous and postulanfs were 'admil-fed to each house wilh
fhe idea thaf fhey would remain there for the rest of their



l ives. Afiei the Gener.alate formation, fhe government of the

Congregation ch'anged, with the postulants and novices going

to a ceniral novifate. In those days, before fhe General'aie,
1'he foundation of a new house was considered a missionary
activiiy - nof so much that fhe sisiers were enfering a new

environment ,  but  rather  that  they were le 'av ing for  a i ime fhe

security of the Cloister.

A cr is is  'arose in I  87l  when Bishop Rogers proposed fo

transfer ihe Chatham foundation to Bafhursi. Bishop Rogers

considered fhe move would be beneficial, buf the s'isters afl 'er

consul ta l ion,  ser ious lhought ,  and prayer ,  s to 'od on thei r  con-

v ic t ion ihat  ihey should remain in  C'halham.

Father MacDonald of Campbellton appe'aled fo the

Hospi ta l lers for  teachers to found a school  in  h is  d iocese.  On

Ocl .ober  2,  1888,  Sis ter  Doyle and Sister  Feni ty ,  a long wi th

four sisters from Montreal, leff for Campbell ion, where a

school was opened on Ocfober 24, | 888. The school, in the

loft of a back kiichen, which was desoibed as a "cheerless

ati ic", was occupied by the sisiers for eighteen months before

moving into ,a new building. Every beginning bespeaks sacrif ice

wi l ,h  a s t range b lend of  humor and providence.

"Saved by the bel l "  is  a common expression,  bui  i t

may be said of our sisters of Campbellton, they were saved

by a cow. The 'sisters had recenfly acquired a cow as a gift

and the cow being lonesome for her own, bellowed pitiously.

A young g i r l  assuming the cow fo be hungry,  went 'home fo

tell her aunt. The aunf fook a collection of money to the

sisters to buy hay for the cow. Poor old Bossy had been

siabled for ihe night and well fed.

But "The gift was very opportune, fof the previous

day a gentleman oame asking our good Mother remittance

for a debf due him. Not a cenf had we, sti l l  our g'ood Mother

Gendrons said, "lf you call tomomow I shall be able to pay

you", and so she was, wilh fhe money s'o providenily received".



(,\nnals).

Sister Doyle returned home from Campbellfon in i903

and Sister  Feni ty  re iurned in 1912.  ,As a foundress end Sup-

erior of 'Campbelhon she was hearlbroken when a great f ire

destr.oyed much of Campbellto'n as well os the hospiial and

school. The foundalion was re-builf and continues to serve the

The first found'afion, that this house assumed fuil re-

sponsib i l i ty  for ,  wa's  es iabl ished in New London,  Wisconsin in

1929. Father O. Kolbe invited fhe sisters io come and on

February l l ,  1929 Sisters Murdoch,  Dwyer 'and Hickey set

or-r I on iheir iourney.

Noi  only  were they leaving thei r  home 'and fhei r  prov-

ince,  but  a lso thei r  nat ive 'Canada'  The wel l  equipped hospi ta l

was sei  up in  a home but  prov ided no s leeping accommo-

dations for the sisters. The Sisters of St. Agnes 'o{ thaf Com-

muniiy provided lodging for the Hospifallers for fwo ye'ars.

ln  1930,  Sis ters Maclntosh,  Varr i ly  ond MacDon'a ld went

fo New London. Land was purchased and a new hospifal erect-

ed ,  wh i ch  opened  March  19 ,  1931 .

Two names sfand out in ihe New London ,Annals of

true ,and trusted friends of the foundation - 1\2115. Small -

Doctor Pfieffer - both gone now, but ihe hospiial l ives on'

Recently a lO0 bed Senior Citizens ,Home h'as been 'acquired

and is operated by the Hospitallers in New London'

"ln May of 1932, Doclor Lambert of Anfigo (Wiscon-

sin) wrote us re ihe taking over of Langlade Memorial Hospital

of that cify, distant obout 80 miles from New London".

(Annals) .

"On January 3,  1933,  Sis ter  Maclntosh and Sister

Martin left New London for Antigo. Our Sisters

staved two monihs with the Franciscan Sisters of Antrigo unti l



quarters at lhe hospilnl were ready for occupancy. ,A gen-
erous priest donated one ihousand dollars for furnilure ond
t'he firms of Antigo advonced $60,000. worfh of furniture so
fha t  t he ihosp i t a l  cou ld  be  opened ,on  March  21 ,  1933 .  l n  t he
firsl six monihs 483 patienis were treatod.

The hospital in Antigo is sti l l  in openaiion and plans
are underway to expand facil i t ies. Antigo is a pleasant Wis-
consin cify, near skiing resorts and popular ,as a place of
reti rernenl.

" ln  June 1939 a le l fer  had co 'me f rom the Munic ipal i ty
of Olds, Alberta asking our community to openate a small
hospi ta l  in  fhei r  town".  (Annals) .

There wes no fur ther  correspondence unt i l  May 1940,
when another a,ppeal lvas made io ihe sisters. lf seems there
were problems obt,aining assisiance fro,m t'he Alberta Gov-
ernment. A letter of May 17, 1940 seemed to assure assisfance
for the sisters if they came, so on July 2, 1940 Sisfers Borden,
[(enny and Doran left for the mission in Olds.

Great disappoinfment greeied the sisiers upon their
arrival at Olds. The siiuafion was so complex that it was im-
possible to take over the hospital.

The sisters went to Edmonton, where fin'ally they found
accommod,ation with fhe Grey Nuns al the General Hospiial.
They worked at fhe hospital for their boa,rd and g,ained much
valuable expenience.

It was not unli l September that ihe ,offer o,f a hospital
at Barrhe,ad materiolizedl ferms were agreed upon and on
November first fhe sisiers took over the administration.

Afier two years at Barrhead, Sister Borden a'ppealed
fo Chaiham for help necessitated by growing needs of ihe
hospifal.

ln ,944 Sisier Christina returned to Chatham becouse



o{ an eye co 'ndi f ion th 'af  was d i 'agnosed as g lauco'ma'and she

could nol return. Sisier Jimmo then went fo Barrhead to re-

place Sister Christin'a. The hospital prospered through the

seven yearc of lhe sisters administration. The debt was paid

and the foundation promised to continue lo exp'and.

Unfortunalely the number of sisters avail 'able io sfaff

the Chatham hospiial and school was insufficienf to 'allow any-

one to fransfer to Barr.head. Consequenily nhe hospifal at

Barrhead was handed over to its new admin'istnalors in Jan-

uary 1947.

Al though ihe miss ion at  Ocoa,  Dominican Re'publ ic  is

not 'a  foundaf ion o{  th is  house,  four  of  i ts  members have serv-

ed there. Sister St. Mary J'oseph was one of the first sisfers

to go and is  present ly  teaching sewing and cooking to the

young women. S'ister Borden has very recently reiurned, ofter

devoted service to fhe sick in the hospital and clinic. Sister

Mary Hur ley has been there iust  over  a year  contr ibut ing her

ta lents to ihe miss ion act iv i f ies.  Sis ter  Helen Burns spent  one

summer in  Ocoa as a replacement  wth i le  the miss ionar ies

gained some much needed rest. T'he 'pattern repeats itself -

man help ing man to helP h imsel f .

'  Whaf d'oes a m'an q'ain from lhe e{forts ihai he

makes,"  Eccles ias ies.

This question asked many years ag'o' can sii l l  be asked

to-da'y. In searching for an ianswer o thought presents ifself '

Probablv it is best that the answe'r is known lo God alone.





KEY TO SISTERS' PICTURES

I Sister Borden
2 Sister Borden in Ocoa, Dominican Republic
3 Sisfer Mclntosh
4 Sister Clark
5 Sister Genevieve, Sisler Emily
6 Sister Alice Smith
7 Sister Dwyer
B Sister Ryan, C. N. D., Newcasflei Sisler McEwee
9 Sisters Woods, 'Hendrix, S'heahan

l0 Sisfer La Billois
I I Sister Kane
12 Sister Parenteau, Sisfer O'Keeffe
l3 Sister Shannon
l4 Sister Clarissa Donovan
l5 Sister Overvelde
16 Sisfer Kenny
17 Sister Robichaud
l8 Sister St. Michael
l9 Sister Waddlelon
20 Sister Rideout, Sister Mary of fhs Sacred Hearl
2l Sister La Porte
22 Sister Jimmo
23 Sister McGurty - one of the founding Sisiers
24 Sisier Troy
25 Sister Kathleen Doyle
26 Sister Fidelis, SistEr McElwee
27 Sisfer Martin
28 Sisier Mary Anne-louriere
29 Sisfer Dunn
30 Sister Aloysius
3 | Sistor Connors
32 Sister Sanford
33 Sister Hurley - Qsq5, Dominican Republic
34 Sister Skidd
35 Sister Doucel, Sister Harriman
36 Sisler MacDonald



37 Sisler Dionne
38 Sisters Jean, Hackett, 'Murdoch

39 Sister St. Joseph
40 Sister Albert
4l Sisfer Burns
42 Sister Mary Josep,h - Qse6, Dominican Republic
43 Sisler Hammond
44 Sisier MacKenzie
45 Sisters Hickey, Varrily
46 Sister Fifzpatrick
47 Sisler Coderre
48 Sister Doyle
49 Sister Maclaughlin
50 Fronf left io right -

Sisters Winslow, Robichaud, Hickey, Shannon, MacPherson
Back left to righi -
Sisters Epps, Gaffney, DesRoehes, Man,n, McNeil, McGrafh
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DOCTORS

Babineau, Dr. M. J.
Bell, Dr. J. A. M.
Boud'reau, Dr. D. J.
Byrne, Dr. T.
Cowie, Dr. A. S.
Delaney, Dr. M.
Dola,n', Dr. R.
Giovanefii, Dr. J. L.
Harriman, Dr. P. M.
Howatt, Dr. W. B.
Keays, Dr. J. F.
Kingston, Dr. M. D.
Leger, Dr. L. P.
Loggie, Dr. W. S.
Majka, Dr. M.
Marvin, Dr. B. A.
Moar, Dr. J. D.
McKay, Dr. W. W.
McKenzie, Dr. R. B.
MacMillan, Dr. J. A. l.
Park, Dr. J. E.
Ryan, Dr. J. A.
Vaughan, Dr. H. @.

Wilson, Dr. F. @.

DENTISTS

Hayward, Dr. C. A.
Sproul, Dr. F. E.
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It has given me much pleasure to
compile this small book.

An aftempt has been rnade to include
as many as possible within the limits
of these pages. I realize fhat many
persons are not mentioned, buf please

do not feel forgollen. Many evEnfs
are nof recorded here, but these loo
are in the writfen history in the
annals of the Congregaiion, and in

the minds and 'hearts of those who
remember.

To all the wonderful people who have

done so much to make ihis publication

possible may I say, "Thank you, thank
you very much".

A Sister o{ the Congregation of Religiour
Hospitallers of Saint Joseph, wfio has had
fhe privilege of gefling to lrnow fhe people

and evenk of Miramichi.
v l

\ :::
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