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PREFACE

" l . lha t  a  d i f f i cu i t  task  i t  i s  to  o ick  ou t  a  few
choice stones when one is confronted with a heap of
them,  a1 l  care fu l l y  shaped by  exper t  a r t i s ts , "  Yet ,
that is the kind of task that faces one who seeks in
a few words to capture the essence of a story ful i  of
marvel lous deeds extending over 140 years of
apos to l  a te .

In this 20th century of comfort and speed, i t
i s  jndeed d i f f j cu l t  to  rea l i ze  how much courage and
hero ism was requ i red  o f  four  humble  women,  no t  on ly
to  a t ta in  the  Red R iver .  bu t  a lso  to  make i t  the i r
home and 1ay  the  s tones  o f  a  las t ing  foundat ion ,
Yet, the evidence is there, drawn from the correspon-
dence between our f irst Canadian missionaries and the
Mont rea l  convent  and f rom the i r  chron ic les  care fu l l v
recorded from day to day.

It  is with deep emotion that we peruse these
pages which relate the odyssey of the Grey Nuns who
le f t  the j r  homeland in  o rder  to  par t i c ipa te  in  the
task  o f  es tab l i sh ing  the  K ingdom o f  God in  our
reg ions  wh ich  were  then par t  o f  the  Nor th  West
Ter r i to r ies ,

For a quarter of a century, Bishop Provencher,
the  "g ian t "  o f  the  West ,  had been wa i t ing  fo r  these
precious helpers. In vain he had searched in France
and the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  A t  las t ,  in  the  fa l l  o f  1843,
a t  the  ins t iga t ion  o f  B ishop Bourget ,  he  found them
in  Mont rea l .

l .r |e do not intend to describe the vicissitudes
of  the i r  coming,  nor  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  they  had to
surmount in order to adapt to their new country; the
account  wh ich  fo l lows w i l l  do  tha t  adequate ly .  l ie
wil l  simply quote some of our predecessors' words of
p ra ise  wh ich  we fu11y  endorse ,

The Grey  Nuns had jus t  begun the i r  m in is t ry
when Bishop Provencher rvrote to his metropol i tan,
Mons ignor  S ignay ,  Archb ishop o f  Quebec:  "The who le
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count ry  wou ld  change i f  on ly  we cou ld  pu t  the  s is te rs
everywhere, "

As  fo r  Archb ishop Tache,  he  conf ided . to -  h is
mother: "The Grey Nuns are doing a great deal of
qood, | . , |e notice 

-a 
marked improvement in the people

i ince  the  s is te rs  have ar r i ved .  The i r  schoo ls  a re
func t ion ing  per fec t l y .  As  fo r  S is te r  Lagrave,  i t  i s
her  lo t  to  cu re  a l  l  i 1 l s . "

In  1889,  the  f i rs t  Counc i l  o f  - the  B ishops  o f
the l lest was held. Archbishop Tache wrote to the
suoer io r  qenera l :  "The Counc i l  o f  B ishops  has
aci<nowleds-ed the dedication and the services of the
Grev Nuns] In the name of the venerable prelates of
thi i  assembly, I  thank you from the botton of my
hear t .  "

Bishop Langevin in 1906 aff irmed that, "on the
shore of the nea River, the worthy daughters of
Mother  d 'Youv i l le  have erec ted  a  monument  wh ich  w i l l
ou t l i ve  marb le  and  s tee l . "

No less  e loquent  were  Archb ishop Be l iveau 's
comrnents with regards to the generosity of the Grey
Nuns:  "Thene a ie  some th ings  in  the  presence o f
wh ich  on ly  respec t fu l  s j  l ence  j s  su i tab le .  "

Archb ishop Ye l le  once wro te  to  H is  Eminence
Card ina l  V i l len 'euve and pra ised the  s is te rs  h igh ly .
As  fo r  Archb ishop Caband,  who dur ing  the  f lood  o f
1950, becarne the servant of his people, he assures us
that "heroisn is required to announce the Good News
in  the  Canad ian  West .  "

Closer to us, Archbishop Baudoux, our irnmediate
Dredecessor ,  con f jded to  Archb ishop Pan ico ,  apos to l i c
i le1egate ,  " I  quote  B ishop Provencher  who sa id ,  ' I

open6d two rnor6 schools but they are far frorn being
a!  va luab le  as  those o f  the  s is te rs . '  The f i rs t
b ishop thus  eu loq ized the  work  o f  the  Grey  Nuns.  I
must iay that iusl as they were r ight-hand helpers to
B ishop Provencher ,  so  they  have remained fo r  the i r
successors .  "
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Today the  present  Archb ishop o f  S t .  Bon i face  is
happy to  tes t i f y  tha t  the  Grey  Nuns are  s t i l l  i nva lu -
ab le  co l labora tors  in  these t roub led  t ines .  The
adapt ive  process  is  s t i l l  be ing  pursued in  a l l
endeavours as the historical docunents aff irn: no one
ever knocks at their door without receiving a favour-
able answer. Long ago they came "to do good" as the
name Boniface impl ies, and they continue their good
works  wh ich  are  eminent ly  humani ta r ian  and ecc les ia l .

A member of parl iament in 1871 nade the fol low-
ing comment: "The Grey Nuns do not ask whether the
patient suffers from a Protestant pain or fron a
Cathol ic fever, they simply take care of anyone who
comes to them. " Ecumenism for them is not somethino
new;  i t  i s  a  sp i r i tua l  legacy  they  rece ived f ro f r
the i r  sa in t l y  foundress ,  Marguer i te  d 'Youv i l le ,
Mother  o f  Un i  versa l  Char i ty .

To our worthy col laborators, we wish that they
may be blessed with nurnerous vocations so that in
these vas t  and re la t i ve ly  young prov inces ,  the  works
begun in 1844 may be continued. We also nake ours
the words of Canon Groulx, "0ne of the beauti ful
qua l i t ies  o f  our  h is to ry  l ies  in  the  fac t  tha t  women
have co l labora ted  in  a l l  the  orea t  deeds  tha t  have
been accomp l i  shed.

AIITOII{E HACAULT
Archbishop of St. Boniface



PROLOGUE

In the past one hundred and forty years, nany
a renowned speaker  has  pra ised them,  Persons  in  h igh
olaces have ordered their names carved in marble and
stone. So extraordinary is their heroic odyssey that
h js to r ians  have preserved i t  fo r  fu tu re  genera t ions .
This long adventure began with passengers and mer-
chand ise  oacked in to  canoes tha t  seemed to  f loa t  l i ke
sea-she l  I  s  on  tu rbu len t  waters ,

It  rvas such a canoe voyage that brought Sisters
Va lade,  Lagrave,  Cout lee-St . -  Joseph and La f rance in to
an unknown land, The Terri tories had not yet been
annexed to Canada, therefore. these sisters were the
f i rs t  Canad ian  women to  leave the i r  count ry  fo r  an
aposto l j c  n iss ion .  A  few years  ear l ie r  they  had
consecra ted  the i r  l j ves  to  God,  p rorn is ing  accord ing
to the accepted norm, "to spend the rest of their
days serving the poor at the General Hospital of
Mont rea l .  "  Bu t  then,  B ishop Pr "ovencher ,  tha t  g ian t
of the West, weary from a 25-year fruit less search,
knocked at the door of the Grey Nuns. Bishop Bourget
had assured h im tha t  he  wou ld  be  we l l  rece ived.

Th js  in j t ia l  "Ven i "  marked the  beg inn ing  o f  the
h is to ry  in t roduced jn  th is  p ro logue.  Many had long
hoped for such a namatjve. In a letter dated March
20,  1972,  S is te r  Cec i le  Maur ice ,  then prov inc ia l
super io r ,  reques ted  S is te r  E l i zabeth  de  Moissac  to
write the history of our congregation in Western
Canada.  She sa id ,  "The prov inc ia l  counc i l  be l ieves
tha t  you ,  as  a  h is to r ian ,  a re  bes t  qua l i f ied  fo r  such
a pro jec t .  "  S is te r  de  Moissac  los t  no  t ime in
undertaking this trernendous task. She accumulated a
wealth of docunentary material fron historical
docunents ,  o ra l  t rad i t ions  and persona l  exper iences
gained during her long career as a teacher. Unfort-
unately, t i rne ran out for her before she could
conplete her ass i  gnnent.

Prov ident ia l  l y ,  another  Grey  Nun was ava i lab le .
She had a t  her  d isposa l  some f i f teen  hundred h is to r i -
cal jndex cards concerning the works of the Grey Nuns
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i n  the  Nor th  West  Ter r i to r ies .  The fo l low ing  pages
g ive  on ly  a  b i rd 's -eye  v iew o f  a  h is to ry  tha t  covers
c lose  to  one and a  ha l f  cen tur ies .  Yet  how e loquent -
l y  they  tes t i f y  to  the  qua l i t y  o f  the  seed imp lan ted
jn  Man i toba so j l  by  these hero ic  p ioneer ing  women o f
1844 !

These four humble women, tvorthy fol lowers of
Marguer i te  d 'Youv i l le ,  Foundress  o f  the  S is te rs  o f
Charity of Montreal, "Grey Nuns, " were able to
d iscern  the  needs o f  the  t imes,  adapt  to  chang ing
circumstances and open new avenues of service to
those who wou ld  succeed them.  An occas iona l  nos ta l -
g ic  renark  was the  on ly  ou tward  s ign  o f  the i r  inner -
most  su f fe r ings ,  endured w i th  g rea t  s t rength  o f  sou l ,
stamina and courage. They bravely put their hand to
the plow and sowed the f ield entrusted to them bv
God. They opened schools for chi ldren, took care oi
the  s jck  and the  aged,  ex tended a  he lp ing  hand to  a l l
forms of distress uncovered in the tents of the
Ind ians  or  in  the  urban cent res .  Thev  were  he loed
and sus ta ined in  the i r  tasks  bv  bdnefac tors  

'o f

d i f fe ren t  fa i ths  and bv  count less-  vo lun teers  whose
f r iendsh ip  and in te res t -  never  fa i led .

In a word, we can say that these Grey Nun
p ioneers ,  jn  co l  labora t ion  w i th  b ishops  and c le rgy ,
and the  va l ian t  Miss jonary  0b la tes  o f  Mary  Imnra-
cu la te ,  b rought  c iv i l i za t ion  to  the  Red R iver  se t -
t lement and far beyond.

The vo lume is  a  t r ibu te  no t  on ly  to  our  p ioneer
s is te rs ,  bu t  a lso  to  a l I  who ass is ted  them a t  the
outset and those who contr ibuted their works of mercy
throughout  the  years ,  Th is  t r ibu te  a lso  inc ludes  the
nunerous women and nen who in this dav and aqe
co l labora te  to  make i t  ooss ib le  to  rnar i i fes t  the
compass ionate  love  o f  the  Father  fo r  h js  ch i ld ren  o f
the great human fami ly - thus perpetuating the
sp i r i tua l i t y  bequeathed by  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  to  her
re1  ig ious  congregat  ion .

SISTER I'IARIE BOI{III
Provincial Superior

June 21, 1986
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CHAPTER OIIE - 1843

l, lhen Bishop Joseph-Norbert Provencher visi ted
Montreal on Septirnber 9, 1843, i t  was not the f irst
t ime that he l iad made the long and arduous journey
f rom the  West .  0n  th is  occas ion  he  wen!  d i rec t l y  to
the  res idence o f  B ishop Ignace Bourget . '

His visi ts back to Montreal had not been
freouent on account of the distance and the unbeliev-
ab ld  d i f f i cu l t jes  o f  the  t r ip  be tween the  Red R iver
and the  met rooo l is .  0n  the  o ther  hand,  conmunica t ion
bv  wr i t inq  hdd been main ta ined s ince  as  fa r  back  as
1622 when?ather Bourget had become secretary of Mon-
t rea l ' s  B ishop Lar t igue.  Fa ther  Bourget  soon shared
in the adrnirat ion wh-ich the Bishop of Montreal had
for  h is  b ro ther  b ishop who was ca l led  the  Gian t  o f
the  West .  B ishop Provencher  was we l l  named "Gian t "
no t  on ly  because b f  h is  he igh t  wh jch  reached s ix  foo t
four ,  b l t  a lso  because o f  fhe  t ru ly  g igant ic  ach ie -
vernent  wh ich  he  had accompl ished s ince  1B l8  in  the
far -o f f  V icar ia te  o f  Red R iver .

He had been sent there by Monsignor Joseph-
Octave Plessis in answer to a request frorn Lord
Se lk i rk ,  a  p r jnc ipa l  shareho lder  o f  the  Hudson Bay
Company.z  0nce there  he  d id  no t  de lay  in  beg inn ing
to  i lo rk ,  ass is ted  by  Father  Severe  Dumoul in  and the
sen i  nar  i  an ,  Edge.

Aware that the best preaching is by example,
the  miss ionary  fu t l y  par t i c ipa ted  in  a l1  aspec ts  o f
the work of lhe coinminitv. One observer has said
tha t  vou  cou ld  o f ten  see-  the  B ishop in  the  f ie lds
wi th  6 is  cassock  tucked up  under  h is  be l t  as  he  took
par t  in  sowing ,  reap ing ,  cu t t ing  gra in ,  nak ing  hay- . .
i4hat would Pope Gregory XVI have said had he seen him
jn  the  f ie lds .  I f  w is  th is  Pope who had dec la re(
Provencher the most handsome bishop in the world. '
Bu t  in  add i t ion  to  these humble  tasks ,  B ishop Proven-
cher also functioned as a profgssor with two students
learn ing  La t in  in  h is  schoo l  ' *

The generos i ty  o f  Lord  Se lk i rk  resu l ted  in  the
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grant  o f  a  parce l  o f  land  o f  25  acres  as  a  s i te  fo r
a  church .  I t  was  a  t rac t  wh ich  ex tended f i ve  mi les
in  length  by  four  n i les  in  w id th  and i t  was  des t ined
to be used for works of charity.5 However, the
f inanc ia l  con t r ibu t ion  ava i lab le  f ro rn  the  d iocese o f
Quebec was not suff icient to cover the exDenses
incur red .  Hence i t  was  necessarv  fo r  the  miss ionarv
Provencher  to  under take  anothe i  tour  o f  " la  be l l6
province" and to give an account of the state of the
miss ion  to  h is  rne t ropo l i tan  in  accordance w i th  the
agreement that had be'en made at the outset.6

To he lp  h im ra ise  funds  fo r  th is  purpose,  the
Bishop o f  Quebec named h im as  ac t ing  cur6  o f  Yama-
ch iche.  I t  was  dur ing  tha t  f i r s t  t r ip  back  to  Quebec
tha t  he  rece ived no t i f i ca t ion  o f  h is  be ino  made
t i tu la r  B ishop  o f  Ju l iopo l j s  in  Ga la t ia .  A t  t t i e  same
t ime he was named an aux i l ia ry  b ishop o f  Quebec fo r
the  Nor th - l les t ,  Archb ishop P iess is  had ar ranged w i th
Rome tha t  the  var ious  d is t r i c ts  o f  h is  d iocese be
admin is te red  by  v icars  genera l  o rda ined as  b ishops
and arranged that the archdiocese of Quebec not be
d iv ided jn to  separa te  d ioceses .  Th is  meant  tha t  the
whole temitory of Quebec would be governed by hirn
wi th  aux i l ia r ies .  A t  Mont rea l  the  Su lo ic ian  Father
Jean-Jacques Lar t igue was naned as  aux i l ia ry  ano
t i tu ' la r  b ishop o f  Te l rnesse ( in  par t ibus) .  Th-e  new
Bishop Lar t igue was consecra ted  a t  Not re  Dame Churcn
January 21 , lB21 while Bishop Provencher $/as conse-
c ra ted  a t  Tro is  R jv ie res  on  May 12 ,  7822 w i th  Arch-
b ishop P less is  be ing  ass js ted  by  B ishops  Panet  and
Lar t  I  oue .

Co l  leagues in  the  h ie rarchy ,  Lar t igue and
Provencher shared the sane apostol ic ambit ions though
each in his own rni l  ieu. They developed a de6p
f r iendsh ip .  The B ishop o f  the  West  gave mora i
suppor t  to  B ishop Lar t igue in  the  many adrn in is t ra t j ve
d i f f i cu l t ies  he  encountered  in  h is  new s i tua t ion
whi le  t ry ing  to  func t ion  as  a  Mont rea l  b ishop subor -
d ina ted  to  Quebec.  For  h is  par t ,  B ishop Lar t igue
spared no efforts to obtain for the Apostle of the
West the resources needed to implant there the works
deemed imperat ive.



-

J

The corn ing  o f  the  pr ies ts  to  the  West  had
produced good f ru i t .  The dead ly  conf l i c ts  .be tween
iur tradeis ended with the rnerger of the Hudson Bay
Conrpany with the North West Company in 1821 . Bishop
Provencher did not witness the agreement to merge.
Ne i ther  d jd  Lord  Se lk i rk  who had d jed  the  year  be fore
whi le  in  France.  0n  h is  re tu rn  to  h is  fa r -away
v icar ia te ,  the  new b ishop took  up  aga in  h is  heavy
task ,  a t tempt ing  to  be  a l l  th ings  to  a l l ,  an  anbassa-
dor  o f  good w i l l  among the  popu la t ion  wh ich .  was
a l readv  i  rnosa ic .  cons is t inq  o f  French Canad ians ,
Scot t i ;h  Orkneymeh,T  I r i sh ,  be  Meurons  so ld ie rs  and
Swiss-Germans in  add i t ion  to  the  na t ive  peop les .  Due
to  the  fac t  tha t  the  la t te r  g roup were  qu i te  cons i -
derab le ,  the  n iss ionary  was insp iqed to  ded ica te  h is
chape l  to  the  apos t le  o f  Germany.o

By  h is  
' l eadersh ip ,  

h i s  ava i lab i l i t y  and .  the
la rgene 'ss  o f  h is  v is ion ,  Fa ther  Provencher  earned the
app iova l  no t  on ly  o f  h is  f lock  bu t  a lso  tha t  o f
Governor George Sirnpson who granted him credit at the
store of the Bay and an annual donation of 50 pounds
s ter l ino .  Th is  cont r ibu t ion  was to  be  inc reased,
f ive years later, to 100 pounds a year and was
accornpan ied  by  the  recogn ' i t ion  " tha t  the  in f luence o f
the  mjss ion  d i rec ted  by  the  very  Reverend B ishop o f
Ju l iopo l i s  has  a lways  been in  favour  o f  the  bes t
jn te res ls  o f  the  co lony  and o f  the  count ry  as  a
who le .  " '

In  1832 the  bu i ld ing  o f  the  ca thedra l  was
begun,  to  be  f in ished f i ve  years  1a ter .  I t  was  a
monument immortal ized by^ the poet l ' lhi t t ier who sang
of  the  " tu r re ts  twa in .  " r0  B ishop Provencher  in  1836
had the  sa t is fac t ion  o f  hav ing  h is  work  recogn ized by
Rome when the Congregation of Propaganda, fol lowing
a pe , t i t ion  presented  by  B ishop Provencher  in  per -
son.11  dec ided to  es tab l i sh  bb th  Mont rea l  and s t .
Bon j face  as  d ioceses  in  the i r  own r jgh t ,  no  longer
forming part of the diocese of Quebec.

The event brought about the naming of Ignace
Bourget as coadjutor of Montreal. He was consecrated
Ju ly  25 ,  1837.  He succeeded B ishop Lar t igue in
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Apr i1 ,  1840,  From hav ing  been an  agent  and procurer
fo r  Red R iver ,  he  had become f r iend and conf idant  o f
the  b ishop o f  tha t  p ' lace  and par t i c ipa ted  in  the
aposto l i c  concerns  o f  h is  b ro ther  b ishop.  He used to
repeat, "The best way for a people to pre:sfrve the
fa j th  j s  to  spread i t  to  fa r  away p laces . " rz

But  B ishop Provencher  d id  no t  exper ience on ly
successes. For a quarter of a century, that is to
say  ever  s jnce  h is  a r r i va l  in  the  Hest ,  he  had t r ied
to obtain the cooperation of sister teachers so as to
assure  Chr is t ian  ins t ruc t ion  to  the  nex t  oenera t ions .
The need for" such sisters had been irnordssed on him
both  by  Mons ignor  P less is l3  in  h is  o i ig ina l  d i rec -
t ions  and a lso  by  h is  own exper ience in  the  d is tan t
rn iss jon  land.  For  one th ing ,  he  found tha t  most  o f
the  Canad ians  were  no t  w i l l i nq  to  be  mar r ied  in
Church without resistance. One df them exoressed the
prevai l ing att j t_ude: "We l ike the freedom to send
away our  w ives .  " rq

The only hope to change this att i tude was the
educat ion  o f  the  young peop le .  Miss  No1 in ,  a  ha l f -
breed, educated at the Congregation of Notre Dame at
Montreal, kept school at St. Bonjface from 1829 to
1834 when she moved to Baie St. Paul to teach the
nat i  ves .

In  1838,  Madane Lapa l i ce  and Miss  Ursu le
Grenier, having come fron Lower Canada, offered
courses  in  weav ing  and o ther  househo ld  a r ts .  A1as ,
f i re  - [u rned down the i r  schoo l  in  the  fo l  low ing
year. 15

In  Apr i l  o f  1843,  the  year  o f  B ishop Pro-
vencher 's  famous v is i t  to  Mont rea l ,  B ishop Bourget
recommended to Provencher that he should take Louis
Rie l r -an  ex-nov ice  o f  the  0b la tes ,  as  schoo l  mas-
te r . ro  Th is  suggest ion  was gra te fu l l y  accepted ,  bu t
that made only one teacher and already there was
thought  be ing  g iven to  a  schoo l  way  ou t  in  Br i t i sh
Co lumb ia .

Bishop Provencher made a nunber of appeals,
approach ing  in  tu rn  the  S is te rs  o f  the  Congregat jon
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of  Not re  Dame,  the  Franc iscans ,  the  Propagat ion  o f
the  Fa i th  a t  Lyon,  the  d iocese o f  Amiens ,  the  Ursu-' I  

ines  o f  Tro is -R iv ie res .  the  "Amantes  de  la  Cro ix "
and the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph o f  Lyon.  Each approach
seemed promis ing  a t  the  beg inn ing  bu t  had no  f ru -
j t ion .  The b ishop a lso  approached Amer ican sources .
He pursued h is  ques t  in  Kentucky .  He wro te  to  B ishop
Loras  o f  Dubuque,  Iowa,  to  ge t  h is  op in ion  about  the
Sisters of the Sacred Heart,  the Sisters of Charity
and the Amantes de la Croix. But Bishop Loras was
discouraged, I t  appeared that the Sisters of Charity
in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  were  fu l1y  occup ied  w i th  the
d i rec t ion  o f  hosp i ta ls  and the  Amantes  de  la  Cro ix
were not nunerous enough. I t  would be better, he
sa id ,  to  seek  he lp  among the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph o f
Lyon.

I t  was  to  fo l low uo on  a l l  these leads  tha t  the
Gjant  o f  the  West  le f t  S t .  Bon i face  June 19 ,  1843,  by
caravan across the prair ies of Minnesota to reach
Dubuque August  4 ,  B ishop Loras  we lcomed h in  w i th
cordial i ty and offered the services of three sisters
whom he himself had recruited fron Balt imore. But
these s is te rs  d id  no t  speak  French,  l ' l i th  a  de tern i -
na t ion  so  charac ter is t i c  o f  h im,  B ishop Provencher
r . ren t  on  to  S t .  Lou is  and then to  Lou isv i l le ,  Kentucky
and  f ina l l y  to  C inc inna t i ,  0h io ,  bu t  w i thou t  any
greater  success ,

These success ive  fa i  lu res  were  re la ted  by
B ishop Provencher  to  B ishop Bourget  a t  the i r  1843
meet ing .  B ishop Bourget  se t  h is  n ind  to  f igur ing  ou t
some prac t ica l  way  to  ass is t .  Then he  reca l led  a
conf idence wh jch  had been g iven to  h im.  More  than
one year prior to this meeting, one of the Grey Nuns
had spoken to  h im o f  her  des i re  to  go  as  a  miss ionary
to  the  Red R iver .  Cou ld  no t  th is  be  a  s iqn  o f
Providence? l , lhy had he not thought of this so-oner?
Bishop Bourget  now d id  no t  hes i ta te  to  say :  " I t  i s
the  Grey  Nuns whom you must  ob ta in . "  B ishop Pro-
vencher was taken by surprise. He knew the Grey Nuns
by  reputa t ion  espec ia l l y  in  h is  na t ive  N ico le t ,  bu t
l j ke  so  many o thers  he  had be i ieved they  were  I in i ted
in  the i r  work  to  the  care  o f  the  o ld  and the  in f i rm.
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But  he  d id  no t  express  any  o f  h is  concerns  he  nay
have had s ince  the  suggest ion  o f  seek ing  the  coopera-
t jon of the Grey Nuns had cone fron his col league who
was the  ecc les ias t i ca l  super io r  o f  the  Congregat ion .
Would  j t  be  necessary  to  cont inue to  search  fa r  and
wide for the necessary helpers when they were there,
r jght at hand as i t  were? Who knows, perhaps the
hour  o f  God had come?. , .

0n l lednesday, September 13, the two bishops,
one fron the West and the other from Montreal, went
to  la  Po in te -a-Ca l l ie res  where  s tood the  Genera l
Hosp i ta l  wh ich  many peop le  s t i l l  ca l led  the  Charon
Hosp i ta l  even though the  bu i ld ing  had a lmost  doub led
i ts  phys ica l  d imens ions  s ince  the  Grey  Nuns had taken
i t  over  f rom the  Charon bro thers .  A  wa l l  o f  3600
fee t  sur rounded the  ins t i tu t ion  wh i le  a  f ine  t ree-' I  

ined_avenue,  admj red  by  tour js ts ,  led  to  the  ga te-
way.  '  '

The establ ishment sheltered nore than 300
persons ,  inc lud ing  abandoned ch i ld ren  who found
asylum there. 0n one of the entrance gates there was
wr i t ten  an  excerp t  f rom Psa lm 26,  verse  10 :  " I f  my
father and my mother abandon me, the Lord wil l
rece ive  me.  "

'B ishop Provencher  had probab ly  never  v is i ted
the  hosp i ta l  bu t  the  ta le  o f  h is  apos to l i c  accom-
p l i shments  was we l l  known,  I t  was  thus  w i th  fee l ings
of  con f idence and hooe tha t  he  c rossed the  th resho ld .
As for Bishop Bourgdt, he becane more and more sure
of the success of their aooroach. Had he not encour-
aged, three years ago, 

'dhe 
creation of a general

hosp i ta l  a t  S t .  Hyac in the ,  the  f j rs t  b ranch de tached
f rom the  Dr imi t i ve  t ree  and wh ich  car r ied  on  in  tha t
l i t t le town the work former' ly begun by the Foundress?
The two dist_inguished visi tors were welcomed by
Mother Dorothee 

-Trott 
i  er de Beaubien, the superioi

whose second and f inal term in off ice was drawino ro
an end,

It  happened to be the eve not only of the feast
o f  the  Ho ly  C l "oss ,  the  pa t rona l  feas t  o f  the  ins t i -
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tu te  bu t  as  we l l  i t  was  the  eve  o f  the  annua l  chapter
a t  wh ich  there  were  to  be  the  qu inquenn ia l  e lec t ions .
The coincidence of these two ensured an atrnosphere of
s i  lence favour ing  re f lec t jon  and a  c l imate  eminent ly
su i tab le  fo r  be ing  open to  the  grea t  event  wh ich  was
be ing  prepared.

The sisters gathered in the community room were
at last able to look on the legendary hero who was
in t roduced br ie f l y  by  B ishop Bourget .  B ishop Bourget
was we l l  aware  t ia t -  h is  co l league wou ld  be  ab le  to
oresent a oood case. Bishop Provencher did not boast
lbout  h is  i ch ievements  bu t ' spoke ra ther  o f  h is  va in
search ,  the  f ru j t less  s teps  tha t  had been taken
par t i cu la r ly  on  h is  las t  journey ,  a  journey  tha t  had
been so oainful that - as recorded by an observant
anna l is t  -  the  B ishop arn ived in  Mont rea l  w i th  h is
cassock  in  ta t te rs .  To  recount  the  fa i lu re  fo t "
twentv-f ive vears to meet the essential need of
educa i ion  an i  to  admi t  the  fa i lu re  qu i te  s inp ly
cons t i tu ted  a  p roo f  o f  hurn i l i t y .  H is  aud jence
l i s tened rap t ly ,  espec ia l i y  when thp .B ishops  spoke so
fee l ino lv  b t  

-n i s 'dear  r 'Bo is -b r i i l es ,  "  so  ca l led
becaus6 i , f  the i r  tanned sk in  co lour .  I t  was  ev ident
that he had a deep attachment for these descendants
of the French-Canidian Voyageurs "nen of trust, the
ar is tocracv  o f  the  vovaqe i r  c lass ,  who d is t ingu ished
themse lves-by  the i r  s i i  I  I  in  the  ar t  o f  nav iga t  ion  as
; ; i i - ; ;  bt  i i re l .  in t" r l isence ind their  hon-estv ' "18

The to ta l  popu la t ion  under  the  ju r isd ic t i -on  o f
the  B ishop had increased to  abggt  6 ,000 peop le  o f
whom two- th i rds  were  Catho l i c ; re  a l l  were  no t  o f
French-Canadian descent however. There were a
handfu l  o f  p r ies ts ,  do ing  va l ian t  work .  They  were
; ; i [ ; ; ;  a"r ior i i , - i t ' ibaui t ,  Muy.and and Darveau.20
But the team was too smal I  in number to be able to
accompl ish  the  ex tens ive  work  to  be  done.

The B ishop to ld  the  s is te rs ,  "When I .  le f t  Red
River  I  sa id ,  0  God,  you know tha t  I  need s is te rs  fo r
mv n iss ion .  P lease jead ne  to  the  connun i ty  tha t  I
mirst have," Turning toward the superior, he asked
her, "How many sisteis do you have?" "! le are 38'
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Monse igneur .  r  uBut  sure ly  you do  no t  requ i re  such a
large number. l . lould there not be a few who would
sacr i f i ce  themse lves  fo r  our  miss ion?, ,  The B ishon,s
words  were  met  w i th  a  resDect fu l  s i lence.2 l  fne
Bishop d id  no t  ins is t ;  he  hhd sown the  seed;  he  was
conf ident  i t  wou ld  be  produc t ive .  The conf jdence was
wel l -p laced fo r ,  among the  Grey  Nuns,  jn te res t  in
what  they  ca l led  the  "pays  d ,En Haut "  ( the  "Up
Count ry ' )  had grown s tead i l y  r igh t  f rom the  beg inn in !
o f  t } te  congregat ion .  I t  was  ieca l led  tha t ,  

-dur ing

the  French reg ime,  mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  ass is ted  bv  he i
conpan ions ,  had car r ied  ou t  works  to  ass is t  the
f , les te rn  exp lo rers ,  inc lud ing  her  unc le  p ie r re  de  La
Verendrye, and her brother, Christophe Dufrost de La
Jemneraye whom La Verendrye cal led his second-in-
command, I t  was well  known that this group of brave
Tg!_hag encountered  nany  mis fo r tunes ,  par t i cu)ar ly  in
1736 when twenty  v ic t jms o f  the  S ioux  had oer ished jn
the  massacre  o f  the  Lake o f  the  Woods.zz '  That  vear
had been doubly tragic since during the same monti of
June, La Jemmerais "worn out by deprivations and
suffering had died at the fork of th'e Roseau River
and had b"e.en carr ied back to Fort Maurepas by his
cous  i  ns .  "zJ

There was a rnore recent memorv which six of the
present  s is te rs  reca l led  v jv id ly .  S is te r  Franco ise
Prud 'homme,  one o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ' s  con temiora-
r ies ,  had dec la red  on  more  than one occas ion :  , ' i t  i s
no t  the  .pnesent  genera t ion  wh ich  w i l l  go  in to  tha t
count ry  bu t  the  nex t  one. "  That  venerab le  o ld - t jmer
had d ied  wh i le  in  o f f i ce  as  ass is tan t  oenera l  on
February 21 , 1821,. Short nonths before-, she had
pred ic ted  to  -an  " impos ing , '  cand ida te :  "Th is  good
s tou t  young lady  w i l l  be-  a  miss ionarv  to  the 'Red
River , "  Now,  th i s  good  s tou t  g i r i ,  

-M iss  
Eu la l ie

Lagrave, had taken on the grey habit December 23,
1823 and was now 38 years of age; she was therefore
e l ig ib le  to  take  up  the  d is tan t  miss ion ,  nore  fo r ru -
nate in that respect that lhree of the older ones wno
had a l ready  reached s ix ty .za  One o ther  s is te r  was  53
years  o1d bu t  she  was a f f l i c ted  w i th  f ra i l  hea l th .
There were six others who were over 40; twelve were
in  the i r  30 's  and  e leven  were  s t i l l  i n  the i r  20 ,s .
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Bes ides ,  the  super io r  and her  ass is tan t  cou ld  no t' leave 
Montnea l  and ne i ther  cou ld  the  Mis t ress  o f

Nov ices  nor  the  f i ve  p ro fessed nov ices  in  her  charge.

I t  can  be  imag ined what  d iscuss ions  there  were
after the departure of the Bishop, when the period of
s i lence was over .  No dec is ion  o f  such inpor tance
could be taken r ight away; i t  was necessary to wait
un t i i  the  chaDter  had e lec ted  the  twe lve  admin is t ra -
to rs  to  whom wou ld  be  en t rus lgd  the  respons ib i l i t y  o f
d  i rec t ing  the  congregat  i  on .  " '

There was no doubt as to what the answer would
be. Al l  the sisters were aware of the prescript ion
which  had been inser ted  in  the  cons t j tu t ions  by  Mr .
Montgo l f ie r ,  the  Su lp ic ian :  "As  servants  o f  the  poor ,
the i isters are always ready to undertake al1 good
works which wil l  be offered to them by Providerlc-e and
which  w i l l  be  au thor ized  by  the i r  super io rs .  "zo

The rules required, however, that before
es tab l i sh ing  a  foundat ion  therp-shou ld  be  an  o f f i c ia l
reques t  p re ien ted  in  wr i t ing ,2T tha t  there  shou ld  be
a visi t  to the site of the foundation by t l ' ,o sisters
-  an  imposs ib le  requ i rement  in  th is  case -  tha t  those
s is te rs  who be l ieved thense lves  su i tab le  fo r  the
project should volunteer their cooperation to the
superior, and that each new house be erected cano-
n ica l  l y ,  hav ing  the  r igh t  to  es tab l  j sh  a  nov i t i a te .
I t  goe i  w i thout  say ing  tha t  the  per iod  o f  re f lec t ion
was acconpanied by an atnosphere of prayer. Many a
general novena was offered.

For his part,  Bishop Provencher looked to the
future with seienity. 0n 0ctober 12, he was found
wr i t ing  to  Mons ignor  S ignay :  "My negot ia t ions  w i th
the  Grey  Nuns are  go ing  we l1 . "  And he  cont inued,
"These i i s te rs  ask  on iy  a  smal l  revenue to  enab le
them to buy their clothing and to have a fund of
thirty pounds sterl ing to look after the needs of
those who w i l l  be  chosen. "

0n 0ctober 19 there amived at the general
hosp i ta l  the  o f f j c ia l  reques t  f rom the  B ishop o f  Red
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River  "so l i c i t i ng  th ree  s is te rs  to  assure  Chr i s t ian
teach ing  and the  teach jng  o f  househo ld  a r ts  to  the
young women,

The sisters were informed that the work of
being a foundress would not be irnposed on anyone. I t
would be left  to the free choice of each one for the
adventure  wou ld  be  a  b ig  one.  Much hard  laboun and
pro longed sacr j f i ce  wou ld  be  requ i red  o f  those who
wou ld  have the  honour  o f  becoming the  f i rs t  Canad ian
mjss jonar jes .  They  wou ld  be  miss ionar jes  in  every
sense o f  the  word  s ince  they  wou ld  be  leav ing  the i r
own country to be evangel jsts jn another one. The
"pays  d 'En-Haut "  as  we l l  as  the  Nor th  West  Ter r i -
tories were not yet a part of the Dorninion of Canada.
I t  was  up  to  those who fe l t  themse lves  ca l led  to
o f fe r  themse lves  o f  the i r  own accord .

0n 0ctober 22. the foundation of Red River was
accepted .zs  I t  wor i ld  be  ca l led  by  the  nanre  o f  the
Genera l  Hosp i ta l  and,  im i ta t ing  what  was be ing  done
in  Mont rea l ,  the  work  wou ld  inc lude no t  on ly  the
teaching of young persons but also the care of the
poor ,  the  in f i rm and the  i l l .  I t  had  been thought
bes t  to  p rov ide  four  s is te rs  ins tead o f  the  th ree
asked fo r  by  the  B ishop.  I t  was  a lso  dec ided tha t
one o f  the  four  s js te rs  shou ld  speak  the  Eng l ish
l anguage .

The general counci l  lors were happy to know that
seventeen o f  the  e l ig ib le  twenty - f i ve  s is te rs  had
vo' lunteered for the new work. There were three
s js te rs  who des i red  to  s ign  up  bu t  d id  no t  so  do .
Three o ther  names cou ld  be  added to  the  l i s t .  S is te r
Mar ie  Lou ise  Va lade,  one o f  the  admin js t ra to rs ,  a t
f i rs t  anx jous  to  vo lun teer ,  abs ta ined,  She pre ferq{
to  wa i t  fo r  some man i fes ta t ion  o f  the  w i l l  b f  God.29

Sis te r  Ju l ie  Ha inau l t -Deschanps,  s ince  pronoun-
cing her vows September 10, 1838, had waited impa-
t ien t ly  fo r  the  day  when the  Grey  Nuns wou ld  have
mjss ions .  I t  was  on ly  the  promise  tha t  they  wou ld
some day  have mjss ions  tha t  had been the  dec id ing
factor in her decision to make perpetual profession
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wj th  the  s is te rs .  In  fac t ,  i t  was  her  D i rec tor  o f
Nov ices ,  S is te r  Thuot ,  who pred ic ted  the  foundat ion
of  these n iss ions .  S is te r  Thuot  herse l f  founded the
St ,  Hvac in the  miss ion  in  1840.  However ,  a t  th is  t ine
Sistei" Descharnps had be-e1 advised not to offer
herse l f  fo r  th  i i  m iss ion .30

As fo r  S is te r  Jane S locombe,  one o f  the  pro-
fessed nov ices ,  s ince  she had no t  ye t  f in ished the
two-year obl igatory tern of the novit iate, she had to
de lay  her  vo lun tee l ing  un t i l  la te r .  As  a  mat te r  o f
fact l  her hope of being sent to the f ield- -of- the
miss ion  apos to la te  was iever  go ing  to  be . fu l f i l l ed .
She was td  d je  w i th  the  regre t  o f  "never  hav ing  been
deemed worthy" to becone a nessenger of Christ in. the
rernote landi, I t  is interesting to note that both
Sisters Deschamps and Slocombe later became superior
genera  1s  o f  the  Ins t i tu te ,

When the moment cane to reveal the names of the
chosen ones ,  emot ion  reached i t s  h ighes t  p i tch
esoec ia l l v  amonq those who had vo lun teered.  I t  was
anhounced-  tha t '  those naned were  S is tens  Va lade,
Lagrave, Cout I  ee-St - Joseph and Lafrance.

The d isc ree t  way  o f  dea l ing  w i th  S is te r  Va lade by  the
suDerior, Moth-er McMul len, had been accepted by
S i l te r  Va lade  as  a  s ign  o f  God 's  w i l l .  The  counc i l
had been in f luenced in  the i r  dec is jon  to  name her  by
the i r  knowledge o f  her  vas t  exper ience acqu i red  by
her  in  the  o f i i ce  o f  t reasurer ,  her  ab i l i t y  in  the
d i rec t ion  o f  sou ls ;  her  devot ion ,  her  compass ion ,  her
deep sense of duty. Respect for her was also.en_gen-
dered bv her tal l  and serious demeanour. She had one
other  q i ra l i t y  as  we l l :  she  was one-quar te r  Ind ian  and
wou ld  have an  ins t inc t i ve  unders tand ing  o f  the  young
qir ls and wonen she could expect to be in charge
6f ,31  And so ,  on  Novenber  7 ,  she  was proc la imed
suoer i  or-foundres s of the Red River convent.

Sister Lagrave became her assistant. She had
a keen and l i ve iy  charac ter ,  f r iend ly  and happy in
her  d isoos i t ion .  She was an  idea l  k ind  o f  conpan ion
who was-not  a f ra id  o f  any  k ind  o f  work .  She exce l led
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in  the  ar t  o f  de l  i ca te  embro iderv ,  She a lso  pos-
sessed  exqu is i te  tac t  i n  v i s i t i ng  the  s i ck  and ' the
poor .  She had a  nagn i f i cen t  vo ice  wh ich  fo r  twenty
years  sounded ou t  dur ing  re l ig ious  ceremonies .

As  fo r  S is te r  S t -Joseph (Ger t rude Cout l6e) ,32
she was to  be  ass igned the  ro le  o f  nov ice  d i rec to r  in
:pite of h.er youthful age - she was scarcely twenty-
tour .  -  she  possessed equan imi ty  and a  peacefu l
spir i t .  She was in control of herself .  i . lhatever
embarrassing circunstance nl ight arise, she always had
a good answer, She could cover up deep pain with a
smi le .  I t  was  w i th  a  smi le  tha t ' she  Lohcea led  the
grief of departure when the t ime came to leave for
the  West .  | {h i le  wa i t jng  fo r  nov ices  to  cone,  S is te r
St -Joseph was pu t  in  charge o f  teach ing  1 i t t1e  boys .

S is te r  La f rance,  naned as  counc i l lo r .  was  se l f -
e f fac ing ,  She had the  ab i l i t y  to  accornp l j sh  mucn
w' i thout  mak ing  a  good dea l  o f  no ise .  She was shy  and
reserved.  A t  f i r s t  i t  surpr ised  o thers  tha t  she  had
vo lun teered fo r  the  miss ion  bu t ,  a f te r  thought ,  i t
was easy to recognize that despite her frai l  appear-
ance she was energetic and determined. She had
conf idence in  herse l f  and she wou ld  be  ca l led  to
fu l f i1  heavy  respons ib i i i t i es .  Meanwhi le ,  she  was
named teacher  o f  the  g i r l s .

0n  the  same day ,  November  7 ,  the  new n iss ion-
aries sigr_ed a document by which they acknowledged
the  va l id i ty  o f  the i r  se lec t ion  and under took  ro
fu l f j l l  the j r  func t jons  in  conformi ty  w i th  the  ru les
o f  the  jns t i tu te .  Th is  ac t ,  as  wa i  cus tomary  fo r
re l ig ious  foundat ions  in  the  mid-n ine teenth  cen lu ry ,
gave the new community a certain autonomy under the
ju r i  sd  i c t ion  o f  E ishoo Provencher .

I f  there had been some surprise at the namino
of Sister Lafrance, there was even nore surorise thal
Sister Deschamps had not been mentioned. 

'There 
was

a lso  much teas ing  and she who was the  ob jec t  o f  th is
teasing, showed the strength of her character by not
exp la in ing  her  abs ten t  ion .
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Bishop Provencher was overjoyed. He wrote
aqa in  to  Mons ignor  S ignay  to  te l l  h in  " tha t  every -
th ing  i s  go ing  sp lend id ly .  The  expenses .o t  tne  t r rp
fo r  two pr ies ts  and four  s is te rs '  a t  a  reduceo pr rce ,
t r i ve  neen made ava i lab le  thanks  to  the  generos i ty  o f
Sir George Simpson, governor of the Hudson Bay
ComDanv,"- And io now there was nothing to prevent
his'de-oarture for Europe. There he would be repre-
i"nt inl the Canadian Bi 'shops at the Holy See where he

"outa 
irv to have the North -[est Terr i tor ies erected

in io -a  v icar ia te  Aposto l  i c .33

His departure, scheduled for December 16, 1843'
*us oui off  

' to 
January 1 when the Bishop set off- in

the bornpany of his coi league of 1818, Father Severe
Dumou l in .

Th is  de lay  enab led  h i rn  to  have the  honour  o f
o rda in ing  two 

-p r ies ts  
in  the  Grey-  Nuns '  chape l :

Father Plamondon and Father Provengal. The ceremony
tooi place Decenber 23, the anniveisary of the death
of thb Foundress and, in the course of the community
v is i t  wh ich  fo l  lowed ' the  ceremony,  the  B ishop o f  the
West was able to recomnend to his very own nissionary
sisters to take advantage of the f irst spring boats
to make their journey to the Red River. The journey,
he warned them-, wouft be tough, last ing.at. least two
nonths .  The Red R iver  g ian t  d id  no t  h ide  h is . joy  a t
ihe thought of seeing t l ie sisters at work in his vast
d iocese as  soon as  Poss ib le .
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Ann.  Srs ,  Ch.  Hop.  gen.  S t -Bon. ,  l s t  no tebook
No.  1 ,  p .15 .  Un less  s ta ted  o therw ise ,  the
deta i l s  con ta ined in  th is  Chaoter  a re  der ived
fron the sane source,

Thomas Doug las ,  Lord  Se lk j rk ,  w ished to  reward
J .B.  Lag imod iere  fo r  h is  exp lo i t :  the  la t te r
had travel led on foot for 5 months in order to
de l  j ver  some impor tan t  d ispa tches .  Lord  Se l -
kirk asked his messenger what reward he desi-
red. Laginodiere answered: some priests.
Father Tabeau and Father Crevier, nominated in
1816, had not been able to go any further west
than Rainy Lake because of the confl ict between
Hudson's Bay Company and the Nor'Hesters. But
the  power fu l  lo rd  had pers is ted  and th is  t ime
had met  w i th  more  success .

Dugre ,  A . ,  S .J . ,  quo ted  by  Tess ie r -B i ron ,
op .c i t . ,  p .  19 .

Bern ie r ,  A . ,  op .c i t . ,  p .9 .

Fr6mont ,  "Mgr  Provencher " ,  pp .  38-39 .

Ib id . ,  pp .76-77 .

Orkney ,  Br i t i sh  i s lands  to  the  nor th  o f  Scot -
land .

Mor ice ,  "H is t .  abregee,  0ues t  canad ien"  p .  163,

Fremont ,  "Mgr  Provench€r " ,  pp .  104-105.

MacGregor ,  op .c i t .  ,  p .  Lz

Pou l io t ,  "Mgr  Bourge t  la  R . -R , " ,  p .  21 .  I t  i s
probably in the course of this voyage that the
modesty of Bishop Provencher was again put to
the  tes t .  Whi le  in  London,  the  b ishop was
taking a neal when he noticed that he was being
stared at intently by one of the guests, The
la t te r  soon excused h imse l f  say ing ,  " I f  I
looked at you this way, i t  is because I have
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never seen such a handsome man before"'  (Fr6-
mont ,  p .  155) .

Lz  Pou l io t ,  "Mgr  Bourge t " ,  t . I I I  '  p .  I47 .

13  Dugas,  A .  ,  "Mgr  Provencher '  '  .  " ,  p .  56 .

rt+ Fr6mont, "Mgr Provencher", p. 64.

l s  Dorge ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  53 .

16  Jordan ,  op .c i t . ,  F rench  vers ion ,  p .  22 .

17  Mi tche l l ,  s r . ,  Mere  S locombe,  p .  26 .

18  Brou i l l e t te ,  8 . ,  op 'c i t . ,  P '  104 .

Le  Tess ie r -B i ron ,  op .c i t .  ,  p .  15  and  23 .

20  Tache,  "20  annees de  Miss ion" ,  p .  4 '  -no te  1 '
The F i thers  Dest ro isna isons ,  Harper ,  Boucher ,
Pojre and Demers, after serving for a few
years ,  had re tu rned to  the i r  na t ive  land.

2 r  Drou in ,  S r .C . ,  "H6p i ta l  gen6ra l " ,  v .2 ,  pp .  205-
206.

zz chanoaone. "Les La Verendrye et 1e poste de
l 'oubs i , " ,  pp .  183-184 .  Fa ther  Au lneau ,  S .J . ,
and J .8 . ,  the  e ldes t  son  o f  La  Verendrye ,  were
among the v i  ct ims.

23  Ib id . ,  p .  1Bo .

24  The de ta i l s  concern ing  the  s is te rs  a re  ex t rac-
ted  f rom the i r  respec t ive  b iograph ies .

2s When the Grey Nuns received civi l  incorporation
f rom Lou is  XV,  the i r  numbers  were  l in i ted  to
12. With the exception of the order, i t  was
the  cus ton  to  e lec i  12  " fu l l "  s is te rs  to  ad-
min is te r  the  order  as  a  counc i l .

26 3rd part,  1781 , p. 60, typewrit ten text.
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2 7 Rules  wr i t ten  by  E ishop Bourget  and g iven to
the  conmuni ty  on  0c tober  19 ,  1843.  The or iq i_
na l  tex t  i s  kep t  a t  the  ASGM.

Pr imeau,  "Le  Centena i re  des  Soeurs  Gr ises , , ,  p .
2 .

Drou in ,  S r .  C , ,  Hop i ta l  Gen6ra l ,  t .  I I I ,  p .  gg .

Mi tche l  l  ,  Sr .  ,  "Essor  apos to l  ique , ' .  The secre t
was revealed by Bishop Tach6 ih 1890.

M6moi res ,_  S t .  Bon i face ,  1843-61 ,  p .  XXI I I .
Sister Valade was born in Ste-Anne-dei-plaines,
a  l i t t le  v i l lage  very  generous  towards  the  Grev
Nuns because S is te rs  L imoges,  Gu6net te ,  Dau-
na is ,  and Lapo in te ,  who we ie  we l l -known 

- in  
the

West and Far North, also came from Ste-Anne-
des-P la ines .

Ger t rude was S is te r  Rose Cout l6e ,s  s is te r  and
according to custom, had to adopt a name dif-
fe ren t  f rom tha t  o f  her  s is te r . '

uugas ,  "Mgr  Provencher  e t  la  R. -R. ' , ,  p .  2 lg .
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CHAPTER T}{O - 1844

How swi f t l y  t jme f l ies !  How dear  a re  fan i l ia r
objects when one looks upon them for the last t ime!
Espec ia l l y ,  how mov ing  i t  i s  to  rea l i ze  tha t  in  the
hearts of the sisters reigns that true and nost
per fec t  un ion  recommended by  Mother  d 'Youv i l le
herse l f .  T ru th  to  te l l ,  ever  s ince  the  announcenent
of the departure, the four chosen ones felt  keenly
how d i f f i cu l t  i t  wou ' ld  be  to  l i ve  separa te ly  f ron
those companions whose affect ion and interest sur-
rounded then. Certainly, everyone tended to the work
at hand but with what eagerness and sense of special
care each one took part in the necessary preparations
for the journey! Those who had volunteered but were
not chosen no doubt kept to themselves any sense of
envy  they  migh t  have in  the i r  hear t .  I f  they  cou ld
foresee the future, they wou' ld know that two other
n iss ions  are  on ly  f i ve  years  away,  nane ly  those o f
Bytown (0ttawa) and Quebec.

The news of the heroic expedit ion spread
outside the wal ls of the convent: i t  provoked admira-
t ion  f rom both  f r iends  and re la t i ves  who cou ld  be
excused for breaking the rules as to the t imes for
v is i t s  in  the  par lour .  In  the  course  o f  these
conversa t ions ,  the  v is i to rs  rece ived what  they  had
come to offer: encouragement and expressions of
regard. Those who came to give consolat ion went away
comforted.

At  the  beg inn ing  o f  January ,  the  s is te rs
rece ived a  nessage f rom B ishop P ieme-F lav ien  Tur -
geon,  coad ju to r  o f  Quebec,  congra tu la t ing  S is te r
Va lade and her  cornoan ions  ca l led  to  found th is  f i rs t
distant establ ishrn'ent and assuring the l i t t le conrmu-
'nity that the vacancies created by their - leaving
wou ld  soon be  f i l  l ed  by  exce l len t  vocat ions . "

I t  was  no t  ye t  spr ing ,  i t  be ing  on ly  March  9 ,
when B ishop Bourget  ac t ing  as  a  k ind  o f  o f f i c ia l
envoy of the missionaries produced a docunent enti-
t led :  "Permiss ion  to  S is te rs  Va lade,  Lagrave,  S t -
Joseoh and Lafrance." "In accordance with the
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request  o f  H js  Exce l lency  B ishop J .  N.  Provencher ,
B ishop  o f  Ju l iopo l i s ,  i n  charge  o f  the  sp i r i tua l
governnent  o f  the  ep iscopa l  d is t r i c t  o f  the  Nor th -
West ,  the  B ishop o f  Mont rea l  g ives  them fo rmal
permission to go to found one or more conmunit ies
prov ided they  conform in  a l1  th ings  to  the  ru les  o f
the  mother  house. "  "Have on lv  one hear t  and one
sp i r i t ; . , .  Daugh te rs  o f  the  Cross ,  do  no t  be  d iscour -
aged in  the  hardsh ips  wh ich  w i l l  tes t  your  bo ld
under tak ing . . ,  May the  Lord  b less  you and mul t ip ly
you on the f,ar-awqy land which you have adopted as
your own country. " '

These "daughters of the Cross" were indeed
under  no  i l l us ions  regard ing  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  o f  the
tr ip. Many t imes they had heard the story of those
legendary odysseys aboard canoes where there were
p i led  together  the  oaqsmen,  the  passengers  the  ten ts ,
t runks  and packages. '  The d is tance o f  1800 n i les
inc luded some 150 por tages ,q  when tow- l ines  or
wa lk ing  wou ld  be  necessary  to  bypass  rap ids .

But  why an t ic ipa te  these d i f f i cu l t ies  when one
needs the courage to put up a good front and cover up
the  pa in  wh ich  f i l l s  the  hear t  a t  the  prospec t  o f
separation? If  the cross is the bearer of joy, i t
s t i l l  imp l ies  a  ransom tha t  rnus t  be  pa id .  The
sisters were not sunprised by that since they tvere
we l l  schoo led  in  the  Youv i l l i an  ins ioh t .  The  c ruc i -
f  i x ,  w i th  the  f leur -de- l i s  wh ich  thdy  wear ,  ren inds
them o f  th is  nob le  t ru th ,  Two o f  the  soon- to -be
t rave l le rs  es teemed in  a  soec ia l  wav  the  c ross  o f
the i r  p ro fess ion ,  S is te r  Lagrave had-  been g iven the
cross  o f  p ro fess ion  o f  S is te r  Thaunur  de  la  Source .
the  f i rs t  comoan ion  o f  the  foundress .  S is te r  S t -
Joseph had been qiven that of her qreat aunt. Mother
T  herd  s9-Genev i  ev6  Cout lee ,  Mot ie r  d 'Youv i l le ' s
nurse.s i t  seemed to them that these crosses were a
b i t  o f  the  pas t  wh ich  they  wou ld  take  w i th  them,  a
pas t  over  wh jch  a l ready  a  myster ious  cur ta in  was
s1ow1y fa l l ing .  Never  aga in  t ' rou ld  they  see the  p lace
where  they  had spent  the  f i rs t  years  o f  the i r  re l i -
g ious  l i fe ,  in  fac t  the  p lace  where ,  accord ing  to  the
formula of the taking of the vows, the rest of thejr
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days  ought  to  have been spent .

Instead, they had to leave for far-off banks
wj thout  any  hope o f  re tu rn .  And so  the  miss ionar ies ,
f j  I  led  w i th  th is  p rospec t ,  began to  p repare  the i r
t rave l  I  ing  garb  ,

A t ime of joy was experienced by them on l-qarch
25 when Bishop Provencher returned from Europe.o It
was  he  who on  Apr i l  20  ce lebra ted  Mass  fo l  low ing
which  p ioneers  renewed the i r  consecra t ion  to  Mary .
Leav ing  the  ca thedra l ,  the  process jon  w j th  Mother
McMul len at i ts head took them to the Convent of the
Sisters of Providence where lunch was served; then on
to  the  B ishop 's  house,  to  the  Su lp ic ian  seminary  and
f ina l l y  to  the  S is te rs  o f  Not re  Dame.  These were
the i r  fa rewe l l  v is i t s  fo r  the  deoar tu re  was se t  fo r
Aor i  I  23 .

The evening before the memorable day, goodbyes
took plqce in the comnunity room where, after evening
prayer r  /  a  g rea t  s i lence re igned in te rspersed w i th
tears more e' loquent than words. Very soon, on the
fo l low ing  morn ing ,  B ishop Bourget  o f fe red  the  Ho ly
Sacrif jce in the old sanctuary of the Charon Bro-
thers .o  I t  r ' ,as  no t  easy  to  conta in  oners  emot ion  in
this chapel where one had seen so nany f ine ceremo-
njes. How often had the sjsters prayed together in
the place where they had expected one day, fol lowing
a Requiem Mass, to be buried in the crypt underneath
the  church  .

The vo ice  o f  S is te r  Lagrave,  accompan ied  by  the
organ,  remained beaut i fu l  and sonorous  to  the  end bu t
soon she found herse l f  s ing ing  a lone fo r  her  compa-
n ions  cou ld  no t  con t inue on  account  o f  the i r  tears  o f
emot i  on .

No iess  touch ing  was the  s ign ing  o f  the  docu-
ment of faithfulness to the rules and customs of that
house "which we look upon and cherish as our rnother.
And so that the distance of the places to which we
are sent may never nake us forget what r',e owe to the
mother house, we undertake to unjte ourselves to
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those who l i ve  in  i t  every  s ing le  day  a t  the  t ime
when we rec i te  the  l i tan ies  to  D iv ine  Prov idence. " '
Th is  devot ion  wou ld  be  easy  fo r  the  s is te rs  who,
fo ' l  low ing  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  were  imbued w i th  the
be l  i e f  tha t  "D jv ine  Prov idence  i s  our  on ly  sa iva t ion ,
our  on ly  hope,  our  re fuge;  i t  i s  the  s t rength  o f  the
weak,  the  gu ide  o f  the  p i lg r ims and the  conso ler  in
our  ex i le . "  These invocat ions  and the  prac t ice  o f
the i r  da i l y  nec i ta t ion  were  in t roduced by  Mother
d 'Youv i l l e  herse l f  on  Apr i l  4 ,  1770 ,

As they were on the verge of embarking, i t  was
learned that the departure was postponed unti l  the
fo l low ing  day ,  Thus  the  agony o f  leav ing  was pro-
longed, rendered even more painful by the news that
a question of health had persuaded Bishop Provencher
to accept an offer from Sir George Sinpson and go on
ahead w i th  the  governor  in  sw j f te r  canoes.

Every th ing  had to  be  begun aga in ;  i t  v {as
necessary to hjde the effort to keep a good counte-
nance and to out off  unti l  tonorrow the tears which
cou ld  hard ly  be  res t ra  i  ned.

Thinos were not made easier for the sisters
when on t h-e morning of Apri l  24, after Mass, the
sisters were bade goodbye by the Sulpicians Mr.
Lar re ,  Mr .  La f rance,  the  bro ther  o f  S is te r  Hedwidge,
and Mr .  Mor in ,  Mr .  Por l  je r  and Mr ,  J .  Toup in .  The i r
words were cornfort ing but at the same t ime sharp
reminders  tha t  the i r  leav ing  was fo rever .

A t  b reak fas t  no  one cou ld  ea t .  S is te r  S t -
Joseph t r ied  va in ly  to  rev ive  the  s is te rs '  appet i te
w i th  joy fu l  conversa t ion .  But  there  was no  use.  The
meal  was  f in ished in  has te  and each one went  to
change into the costume prescribed for the voyage: a
hab i t  o f  conmon grey  c lo th ,  a  w idow's  bonnet ,  a  b ig
brown knitted shawl ,  a grey woollen hat accompanied
by  a  long green ve i  l .  .  .  "Thus  a t t i red ,  we were
ne i ther  o f  th is  wor ld  nor  o f  the  o ther ,  "  one o f  the
pionee4q would say to the merrirnent of her conpa-
h ions . lo
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The most dreaded t imes of the deoarture were
now things of the past. They had courageously left
the old nother house proceeding between two l ines of
o1d persons ,  i l  l  persons ,  o rphans and conpan ions
mask ing  the i r  fee l  i ngs  w i th  d i f f i cu l t y .

Two k ind  f r jends  had p laced the i r  car r iages  a t
the  d isposa l  o f  the  t rave i le rs ;  one car r ied  to
Lach ine  a  g roup cons is t ing  o f  Mother  McMul len  w i th
S is te rs  Be iub i i rn ,  Rose Cout l6e ,  P jnsonnau l t  o f  S t .
Hyac in the ,  wh i le  the  o ther  bore  a  g roup cons is t ing  o f
Honorab le  C.S.  Rod ier  and h is  w i fe  and daughter ,  and
a lso  Maur j l le  Cout l6e  who was a iming . to  accornpany h is
s is te r  as  fa r  up  r i ver  as  poss ib le . r r  Unfor tunate ly ,
although he had booked passage on a boat as far as
Car i l lon ,  the  boat  was de layed.

Hav ing  reached Lach ine ,  the  two groups  were
welcomed by  S i r  Gg,orge  S impson in  h is  s tone house
wi th  i t s  ba lcony . l z  Th is  d is t ingu ished  gen t leman
of fe red  everyone a  de l i c ious  lunch.  About  e leven
o 'c lock  the  s is te rs  and the i r  compan ions ,  a t  the
jnv i ta t ion  o f  the  governor ,  went  to  I1e  Dorva l ,  the
place of embarkation, They had just left  shore when
a s to rm cane up .  There  was l igh tn ing  and thunder  and
tonrential rains which meant that their grey costunes
were soaking wet when they reached the island.

About four o'clock in the afternoon, there took
p lace  the  f ina l  separa t ion .  Mother  McMul len  and her
companions went back to the city with hearts deeply
d js t ressed ye t  fu l l  o f  admi ra t ion .  The i r  adrn i ra t ion
was shared by a reporter from la Minerve: "Having
been struck with adrnirat ion by what occurred on Apri l
24 ,  I  has ten  to  te l l  my readers  about  the  fee l  ings  I
had as  I  w j tnessed four  S is te rs  o f  Char i ty  leav ing
the i r  na t ive  land to  car ry  in to  d is tan t  count r ies  the
knowledge o f  the  Gospe l  and the  benef i t s  o f  c iv i l i za -
t ion  wh ich  wou ld  fo l low.  Th js  leave- tak ing  cons t i tu -
tes a noteworthy date in the history of Cinada."13

Very  soon,  on  the  morn ing  o f  Apr i l  25 ,  the
f lo t i l l a  go t  under  way.  The padd lers  f i l l ed  the  a i r
w j th  o ld  songs  sung to  the  rhy thm o f  the  oars  wh i le
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the  s is te rs -wro te  down the i r  impress ions  as  we l l  as
they  cou ld . ra  One wro te ,  "A t  Dorva l  Is land we were
s t i l l  c lose  to  Mont rea l  bu t  as  we go t  fa r ther  and
far ther  away,  the  fo l low ing  morn ing ,  my hear t  swe l led
up when I  heard  S is te r  Lagrave s ing ing ,  Le t  us
pra ise  God fo rever .  But  as  fo r  me,  I  had on ly  my
tears  w i th  wh ich  to  b less  the  Lord . "  Th is  inc iden t
took  o lace  when the  boats  reach Ste ,  Anne de  Be l levue
where  i t  was  the  cus tom to  s toD to  invoke heaven lv
pro tec t ion .  Th is  t ime master  

'Dor6  
had dec ided t6

make an exception since the wind becane favourable
for the passage of the lac des Deux Montagnes. From
afar  the  c ross  o f  Mount  R igaud cou ld  be  seen.  I t  was
then tha t  S is te r  Lagrave jn toned:  "0  c rux ,  ave ,  spes
unrca . '

Each evening the group pitched camp; i t  was a
new experience for the sisters to sleep under a tent.
Sjsters St-Joseph and Lafrance found i t  easy to
adjust to the new condit ion but the older two had to
endure  jnsomnia .  0n  Sunday,  Apr i l  28 ,  B ishop Desau-
te ls ,  the  cure  o f  Ay lmer ,  iece ived the  t rave l le rs  in
h is  chur "ch  wh i le  h is  two s is te rs  qave them cord ia l
hospital j ty at the rectory. The st-op was thoroughly
en joyab le ,  bu t  there  cou ld  be  no  de lay .  The rou te
they  were  to  fo l low was the  c lass ic  one,  tha t  i s  to
say ,  the  same one tha t  had been fo l lowed by  La
Verdndrye :  r i vers ,  s rna l l  lakes  and grea t  lakes  suc-
ceed ing  one another  un t j l  a t  las t  the  dear  Red R iver
would be reached. I t  was therefore not considered
adv isab le  to  s toD too  manv t imes,  Maur i l le  Cout lee
had wr j t ten  to  h is  s is te i ,  Rose,  on  Apr i  1  26 :  "0n
lac des Deux-Montagnes, contrary winds held up the
canoes. I t  was necessary to camp about tv 'ro ni les
f rom there ,  tha t  i s  to  say ,  a t  Car i l lon ,  S is te r  S t -
Joseph found her  ' so f t '  bed  qu i te  confor tab le  even
though i t  cons js ted  o f  th ree  6 lankets  on  wet  g rass .
Madame Montmarquet treated the sjsters as i f  they had
been her own chi ldren, The agent of the company (Mr.
McPherson) who accompanied thern seemed very cour-
teous .  "

A week 1ater, May 3, the feast of the founding
of  the  Ho ly  Cross  by  Ste  He lena,  the  f lo t i l l a  cane to
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a ha l t  "a t  an  i s land  fu l l  o f ' bo is  b r i l 6s ' , "  wro te
S is te r  S t -Joseph.  " I t  had ra ined and we were  co ld .
It  was a good way for us to celebrate one of the
greatest feast days of our community. " Sister
Lagrave responded to the wishes of everyone by
s ing ing  two beaut i fu l  can t ic les  in  honour  o f  the
Cross ,  Two days  la te r ,  s ince  there  was no  pr ies t  to
o f fe r  Mass ,  the  s is te rs  made the  s ta t ions  o f  the
Cross  in  the  rn ids t  o f  the  fo res t .  Mother  Va lade
inv i ted  the  boatmen to  jo in  w i th  the  s is te rs .  They
wi11 ing1y  agreed.  These sea-wo lves  soon los t  the i r
shyness. "They knelt down near the tent for evening
priyer; jn the canoe they would say rosary." Thgy
accepted the admonit ions of Sister Lagrave who "would
not tolerate swearing or off-colour songs, "

At the beginning of May, the sisters were
joyous ly  surpr ised  by  the  -a l r i va l  o f  B ishop Pro-
ie-ncher-and Governor 5inpsonls who ioined theri  after
thev had taken their dinner on the shore. The stop
was- not of long duration but there was enough t ime
for Governor Simpson to take note "that the oarsnen
were  now s ing ing  hymns. "  Sorneth ing  wh jch  amazed h im
and p leased h im a t  the  same t ime.  As  fo r  B ishop
Provencher, he encouraged the boatmen to keep up
the i r  k  indnesses  to  the  s is te rs  and gave the  la t te r
some letters brought from Montreal.

Soon after, Fathers Lafleche and Bourassa, both
recruited by Bishop Provencher, stopped for a short
t ime. These unexpected joys were a prelude to a
mis fo r tune wh ich  wou ld  be fa l  I  the  s is te rs ,  S is te r
Lagrave wrote on March 12, when there was a stop at
the rocks near Lake Huron: "I f  i t  were not that I
f ind  i t  hard  to  take  the  Dor taqes ,  I  wou ld  be  the
happ ies t  t r "ave l  le r  in  the  wbr ld  i ince  I  am a f ra id  o f
no th inq  except  snakes .  l ' l e  k i l led  th ree  o f  these
todav . -  Mr .  Dore  is  verv  k ind  to  me.  S ince  he
reco-gn izes  tha t  I  am not  e is i l y  f r igh tened,  he  a l lows
me to stay in the canoe when we are shooting rapids
that are not too dangerous. I t  is much more pleasant
than wa lk ing .  S is te r  La f rance is  no t  as  dar ing  as  I
am and i  sometimes have to smile to see her shaking. "
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The remainder  o f  th is  ep is t le  was,  however ,  by
no means so 1ight. 0n the 13th she wrote: "Yester-
day I rnentioned that I  was dizzy but now it  is my
fee t  I  am los ing .  I  had an  acc ident :  I  fe l l  and
spra  i  ned my 

' le f t  
foo t . "

Now Sjster Lagrave was not a "featherweight" as
she used to  say  herse l f .  She t r ied  to  keep wa lk ing
just the same but ended up by having to adni i  defeat.
A stop at Fort La Cloche gave her sone rest, Mr.
Caneron set the sjsters up in a hut with a good
f i rep lagg wh jch  prov ided them wi th  l  igh t  and
warnth . ro

The crew was brought down to earth by this
acc ident .  No longer  d id  they  s ing  fo r  fear  o f  t i r ing
the sister for whom they had come to have a high
regard. She was camied with care to the various
encampments. Despite everything, the injury got
worse  and r . rhen the  f lo t i l l a  reached Sau l t  S te .  Mar ie
there was serious ouestion of what to do. Master
Dore had to feturn to Montreal; he was repiaced by
Master  Laram6e who was everv  b i t  as  k ind  as  h i i
predecessor. Dor6 brought the trave l  I  ers '  I  etters to
the nother house. There he out an end to some
rumours  accord ing  to  wh ich  S is te r  Lagrave,  hav ing
fa l len  jn to  the  water ,  wou ld  have d ied  f ro rn  pneumonia
and that the other three had drowned, But the route
ahead was s t i l l  1ong.  Fa ther  La f leche and Father
Bourassa were  s t i l l  a t  the  Sau l t  when the  s is te rs
arr ived and j t  was agreed that they would join the
sisters on the onward journey. When Fort l . l i l l iam was
reached,  i t  was  dec ided tha t  S is te r  Lagrave shou ld
remain there unti l  she was completely recovered;
otherwjse she could go back to Montreal when the
canoes went downstream. Mother Valade did not feel
s t rong enough to  convey  th is  message;  she asked
Father  La f leche to  do  so .  He d id  no t  have to  soeak
to  have the  message unders tood.  The pa leness  o f 'h is
face betrayed h im.

"I cannot express what cane into my mind,"
wrote Sister Lagrave. "I t  took a great effort for ne
to place my heart near that of the Saviour as I
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remenbered that a Grey Nun nust be real ly a Sister of
the  Cross .  "

I t  was  no t  necessary  jn  th is  case fo r  her  to  do
more than that. One of the employees of the conpany,
a  young Canad ian  named Laronde,  p leaded the  cause o f
th -e  s is te rs  so  we l l  tha t  the  dec is ion  was reversed.
Mother  Va lade sa id ,  " | le  do  no t  know how to  thank  h im
enough.  "  Joy  rev ived the  los t  appet i te .  And S is te r
St -Joseph,  who was to  s tay  w i th  the  in ju red  s is te r
and take  care  o f  her ,  was  ab le  to  s leep aga in .

Father  La f leche bu i l t  a  rnake-sh i f t  s t re tcher  to
he lp  her  to  be  car r ied .  Two I roquo is  f rom S.au l t -S t .
Lou is ,  Laurent  and FranEo is -Xav ie r ,  were  ass igned the
task  o f  t ranspor t ing  the  pa t ien t ,  and they  d id  so
r igh t  up  to  the  end o f  the  t r ip '  For . th -e  supp lemen-
taiy woik they each received "the fabulous sum" of
n ine  do l  l a rs ,

The r"est of the way presented no special
obs tac le .  0n  June 16 ,  ius t  a f te r  pass jng  a  po in t
near  S lave  Fa l l s ,  a  canoe was met  car ry ing  in  i t
Fa ther  Be lcour t ,  the  miss ionary '  Bu t  he  had t ime
on ly  to  g ree t  the  s is te rs  and o ther  t rave l le rs .

At last the Red Rjver was reached on Thursday
morn ing ,  June 20 ,  1844,  a t  3 :30 .  A  few hours  la te r
thev came to Lower Fort Garrv where Governor Simpson
had-arr ived May 31. The Gov6rnor rvanted to keep the
s is te rs  a t  h is  fo r t  long  enough to  a l low B ishop
Provencher  to  o rgan ize  an  o f f i c ia i  recept ion ,  bu t  the
t rave l le rs  by  t tL is  t i rne  had on ly  one w ish :  to  b r ing
the  journey  to  an  end and to  ge t  on  dry  land aga in .
Thus  i t  wa i  June 21  a t  1 :00  a .m.  tha t  the  t rave l le rs
oot  o f f  the  boats  a t  S t .  Bon i face .  I t  was  the
ihor tes t  n iqh t  o f  the  year ,  the  t ime o f  the  summer
so ls t i ce .  Fa ther  La f idche hur r ied  to  knock  on  the
door  o f  the  B ishop 's  house.  B ishop Provencher
camying out a lantern, soon appeared accompanied by
Mr. Mayiand and welcomed to the bank of the r iver the
ones who hencefor th  wou ld  be  co l labora tors  in  h is
deserv i  nq work.
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The s js te rs  were  inv i ted  to  spend the  n igh t
under  the  roo f  o f  the  B ishop 's  house.  A  shor t  n igh t
i t  was  fo r  Mass  wou ld  be  ear ly .  A t  las t ,  hav ing
ar r ived  a t  the  s i te  o f  the i r  ex i1e ,  the  s is te rs  cou ld
hard ly  s1eep.  No doubt  they  gave themse lves  up  to
deep thought ,  med i ta t ing  on  the  fo l  low ing  le t te r  f rom
Mother  McMul  len ,  a  le t te r  wh ich  the  s is te rs  have
care fu l  l y  p reserved.  Dated  Apr i l  26 ,  th is  le t te r
had been de l i vered  to  the  t rave l le rs  o f  B ishoo
Provencher when he met them in early May.

"l f  i t  had been in my power, I  would never have
le f t  you  a t  Dorva l  Is iand.  I  wou ld  have gone
on w i th  you to  take  par t  jn  a l ' l  your  t roub les .
I have always had a great desire to go to the
Red R iver  miss ions .  Two years  ago I  approached
ny bishop with a view to doing so. Two years
before  tha t  I  had been th ink inq  o f  i t . . .  S ince
you are the fortunate ones who have been cal led
to  se t  your  hand to  th is  task  fo r  wh ich  I  was
found unworthy, please offer to God on rny
beha l f  some sma11 par t  o f  your  d i f f j cu l t ies  and
imag ine  me say ing  to  you:  'Courage l  go  fo rward
a lways , . . '  Te l l  the  dear  ones  in  your  charge
that I  love them and that I  carry them in my
hear t  .  "

* * *

When day l  ight carne,
i t se l f  to  the  Grev  Nuns
which they used to- see at

the scene which oresented
was verX l i t t le  l i ke  tha t
Po i  n te -a-Ca I  I  ie res .

Thatched- roo f  log  cab ins ,  a lnos t  a l l  o f  one
storey on1y, stretched out here and there aiong the
banks  o f  the  Red and Ass in ibo ine .  The Catho i  i c
Church ,  a  s tone bu i ld ing  in  the  fo rm o f  a  La t in
c ross ,  s tood erec t  on  the  r igh t  bank  o f  the  Red;  the
"b ishop 's  pa lace"  was  nex t  to  i t .

At the forks of the Assiniboine there stooo
For t  Gar ry  sur rounded by  h igh  wa l ls  w i th  bas t ions  a t
the corners,a/ Beyond that was space, space stret-
ch ing  ou t  o f  s igh t ,  ou t  to  the  Western  p la ins  where
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roamed the buffalo, the hone of the hunters which so
many people had becone.

A l l ,  Met is  and l . lh i tes ,  had promised to  be
there to welcome the sisters and to express their joy
by  gunshots ,  as  was the j r  cus tom.  But  the  noc turna l
a r r i va l  had spo i led  tha t  k ind  o f  we lcone wh j le
in tens i f y i  ng  the i r  cu r ios i t y .

B ishop Provencher  I  i s tened a t ten t ive ly  to  a1 l
tha t  was  to ld  to  h im by  the  s is te rs  o f  the i r  n is fo r -
tunes  a long the  way,  espec ia l l y  about  what  had
befal len Sister Lagrave for whon crutches were
has t i l y  p repared so  tha t  she  cou ld  nove about  a
l  i t t l e .

The B ishop cou ld  no t  s top  ta lk ing  o f  h is
apprec ia t ion  and h is  joy  a t  see ing  the  sa fe  amiva l
o f  the  aux i l ia r ies  whom he had been seek ing  fo r  a
quarter of a century. He was so proud of them that
he hastened to Dresent them to the off ic ' ials of the
Hudson Bay Cornpany. The four pioneers were glad !q
le  io t "  io  r l i .u t i  the  langua je  o f  the i r  h6s ts .18
These gent lemen fe l t  honoured by  the  v is i t  o f  the
s is te rs ;  they  pa id  back  the  v js j t  in  the  a f te rnoon
af te r  express ing  the  hope tha t  the  s js te rs  wou ld  be
ab le  to  teach the i r  ch i  ld ren .

0n Sunday, June 23, the sisters were presented
for rna l l y  to  the  peop le  o f  Sa in t  Bon i face  and i t s
environs. The ceremony was very impressive. A
process ion  nade up  o f  B ishop Provencher  w i th  h is
c le rgy  and the  s is te rs  c lad  a t  las t  in  the i r  p roper
hab i ts ,  le f t  the  B ishop 's  pa lace  to  the  sound o f  the
be l l .  The c rowd looked on  these women in  s i lence;
they had a favourable impression by reason of what
they  heard  o f  the  s is te rs .  Dur ing  the  Mass ,  the
ce lebrant  spoke in  p ra ise  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  the
foundress of the deserving comnunjty, and congratu-
la ted  the  n iss ionan ies  fo r  the i r  courage.  He spoke
to them of the joy of everyone at the thought that
f rom now on ch i ld ren  wou ld  be  taught ,  the  s ick  wou ld
be cared  fo r  and the  ooor  wou ld  be  ass is ted .
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Fo l low ing  the  cerenony,  wh ich  conc luded w i th
the  s ing ing  o f  the  Te Deum,  a l l  went  ou t  o f  the
church and the sisters were fornal ly presented. They
shook hands w i th  everyone.  Th is  f r iend ly  ges ture  ha i
not been expected but i t  won the people over_ and
conv jnced them o f  the  s is te rs '  appro ich 'ab i  I  i t v . le

The f i rs t  con tac t  b roke  the  ice  and 
' v is i t s

mu l t ip l i ed  even  wh i le  the  s i s te rs  were  s t i l l  l i v inq
in  the  B ishop 's  house.  S is te r  Laorave wro te :  " i
have f in ished.  on ly  two l ines  and a l ieady  I  have been
in te r rup ted  by  v is i to rs .  As  soon as  they  had le f t  I
took ny pen up again but not my thougf^fs for st i l l
ano ther  v is i to r  came to  in te r rup t  me. "zu

Dear  S is te r  Lagrave!  Her  ac t iv i t ies  were
l jn i ted ,  bu t  she  was ab le  to  rnanage to  rece ive
v is i ts ,  wr j te  le t te rs  and to  be  in  the  sacr is ty  to
hear  Mass .  A t  the  same t ine  hav ino  seen the-bad
state of the l inens both in the chuich and in the
Bishop 's  house,  she se t  ou t  to  repa i r  then a l l .
Fur thermore ,  she  cou ld  s t i l l  s ing  and she no ted  w i th
p leasure  tha t  "here  there  is  an  e i t raord jnarv  love  o f
s ing ing ,  I  th ink  we  w i l l  ga in  much  by  th i s  means . , ,21

-  Meanwhi le ,  i t  was  necessary  to  beg in  the  work
o f  the  miss ion .  S ince  no  convent  as  ye t  ex is ted ,  the
sisters accepted a house of stone situated not far
f rom the  B ishop 's  house.  I t  was  a  bu i ld ing  wh ich  had
been raised by-Bishop Provencher two years-before the
f i re  o f  1826.  I t s  s ta te  o f  repa i r  was  lamentab le .
The s tones  had become out  o f  p jace ,  no t  hav inq  had
proper  rnor ta r  app l ied  in  the ' f i r s t  p lace .  S is te r
Va lade wro te :  "Our  b ishop has  g iven us-h is  o ld  house.
I t  i s  t ru ly  the  s tab ie  o f  Beth lehem.  I t  had to  be
c leaned so  we cou ld  move in to  i t ;  bu t  i t  was  in
accordance w i th  the  cus tom o f  the  o ld  count rv ,  The
ho ly  man was ac tua l  l y  surpr ised  when I  to ld  h lm tha t
i t  wo-uld be necessary to repair everything. t . le have
to- -clean i t  up for 

-ourselves 
by f i -xing 

-up 
the ry-d

wa l1s ,  pa tch  up  the  p lace  and repa i r  th ;  ch inks . "22

The s is te rs  d id  no t  make a  bad job  o f  the i r
work since by July 2 they were able [o take Dos-
sess ion  o f  the i r  new logd ing .  A t  th is  t ime they
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fo l lowed a  dear ly  be loved t rad i t ion .  The i r  f i r s t  ac t
consisted of kndeling down before a smal-1 statue of
the  B lessed V i rg in ,  a  g i f t  o f  Mr .  . ,LaTe,  and. . they
renewed the i r  re l ig ious  pro fess ion . "  Mother  d 'You-
v j l le  had begun th is  cu l tom when she f i rs t  s ta r ted
her  work  in  6c tober ,  1737.  Then they  hung up  p ic -
tures of the foundress and of Father Normant just
l i ke  the  o ic tu res  jn  the  mother  house.  -  These por -
traits had been entrusted to Father Lafleche lvho was
iUte  to  surpn ise  the  miss ionar ies  when he  presented
the  p ic tu res  to  them '

The horne consisted of six rooms laid out in
such a way as to lead to one another. In the dormit-
orv, whici was more l ike a garret, there were four
i * i i t  neas  s ide  to  s ide  w i th  woo l len  b lankets  tha t
hid been arranged by Ursule Grenier^, the .kindly
housekeeper of t ie Bi ihop's house, and forner teacher
o f  domest jc  a r ts  a t  the 'schoo l  fo r  weav ing .

As for dai ly food, the sisters had to depend on
the i r  B ishoD,  now a lso  the i r  chap la in .  He  used  to
come after Mass to take his breakfast at the convent'
Bu t  i t  was  we l l  unders tood tha t  da i l y  b read was no t
to  Ue  nua  bv  id leness '  As  ear l y  as  Ju ly  11 ,  a  c lass
ior oir ls das opened in the stbne house and on the
fo l l6w jnq  Ju lv  23  another  was begun fo r  the  boys  on
the  qrou id  f16or  o f  the  B ishop 's  pa lace .

Sjsters Lafrance and St-Joseph were placed in
charge of these. To the former fel l  the task of
deal lng with the twenty-seven gir ls .wtros,e, doci l i ty
and iniel l igence were ieal ly rernar-k.ab I e. z-+ as for
the forty-f6ur boys entrusted to Sister St-Joseph,
thev were more restless but the teacher succeeded -

i t  i l as  no t  easv  -  in  ho ld ing  the  a t ten t ion  o f  these
I  i t t le  Sau l teaux ,  Met is  and S ioux .  The parents
exoressed qrea t  sa t is fac t jon  and they  d id  no t
bebrudqe th6 fees which were I imited to^ Jwenty sols
o l i s  a -cord  o f  wood per  pup i l  each year .a '  In  shor t '
Lou is  R ie l ,  who hhd been recommended by  B ishop
Bourqet. could now attend to his business interests
and 

-h is  job  as  a  mi l le r .  The schoo l  was  in  good
hands.26  

-The 
na t ives  used to  ca l ' l  the  s is te rs  women
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priests and were often seen looking in at the winoows
at  a l l  hours  to  adn i re  the  ta len ts -o f  the  pedagogues.

The speed w i th  wh ich  the  s is te rs  were  ab le  to
adapt  themse lves  to  the i r  new mi l ieu  qave the  imores-
s ion  tha t  they  had l i ved  in  the  p-1ace a l l  the j r
I  i ves .  B ishop Provencher  dep lo red  t l ie  fac t  tha t  they
were so few, He wrote to Monsignor Sionav: "Tha
who'le country-would be changed i f  we couid put them
everywhere . "z /  When he learned o f  the  death  o f
Father Darveau, the Bishop again remarked on how few
workers there were. Father Darveau had been drowneo
wi th  two o f  h is  men on June 4 .  S is te r  Lagrave
reported, "I ! .was a Uetis who has brought the news to
the  B i  shoo.  "zd

The sisters took part in the most demanding
work  inc lud ing  the  harves t .  One day  when a  s to rm was
threa ten ing ,  mosqu i toes  redoub led  [he i r  enerqv .  The
sisters were no longer wearing the ,,green vei j" that
mrgnt  have pro tec ted  then,  One o f  the  mjss ionar ies .
on  see jng  the  B ishop,  asked h im to  chase awav the
scourge. .  But the giant of the West contented hi-nrself
wr !n  say tng  the  rosary ;  p re t l y  soon the  nu jsances
were  chased away by  the  w ind .zY

Th is  l i fe  o f  work  and sacr i f i ce  was in te r ruo ted
from t ime to- t ime by unexpected joys. The tr lnks
wr tn  persona I  e t tec ts  and necessary  na ten ia l  such as
win ter  c lo thes  were  no t  to  amive  u-n t i l  the  fo l low ing
year, but in- September the barges that replenished
tne stores ot the Hudson Bay Company also del ivered
the. precious b_aggage to the sisteri .  Furthernnrc
with the trunks cane a magnif icent grinj i i iher; l
clock which had b_e^en made u[ similar t-o the one at
the  mother  house.30  Mr ,  La f ieche prorp t ly  ,L t -  i .  up
and i t  was  a  p leasure  to  hear  the  b 'e l l s  o f - th is  c lock
s t r i k ing  the  hours ,  the  ha l f -hours  and the  ouar rer
hours  jus t  l j ke  a t  Mont rea l  i n  o lden  t imes .

The fu rn i tu re  was enr iched by  a  cupboard  wh ich
was a gif t  from Father Arsdne Mayrind as an exDress_
ion  o f  h is  adn i ra t ion  fo r  the  b iave  women.  A 'shor t
t ime later, Father Mayrand showed up, asking the
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s is te rs ,  "Do you rvant  Nouve l le?"  The ques t ion  d id
not  make much sense,  0 f  course ,  new th ings ,  l i ke
news, were always welcome. But when the door opened
the sisters were surprised to see a f ine horse, whose
name was Nouve l le ,  w i th  fea tures  adver t i s ing  the
character of i ts breeding. The benefactor, however,
disappeared before they were able to thank hin.

Real joy was noted in the chronicles on Septem-
ber 21 when Sister Lagrave was able to throw away her
c ru tches  and rega in  her  hea l th  cornp le te ly .  Twice  a
week,  in  the  company o f  one o f  her  pup i l s ,  she  went
to  the  Sa le  R jver  (now Sa in t  Norber t )  to  teach
catech ism to  the  adu l ts  and ch j ld ren  o f  tha t  ne ighb-
ourhood.  E ishop Provencher  ca l led  her  h is  "good
v icar "  fo r  she  a lso  v is i ted  the  s ick  and the  poor .

I f  the  s js te rs '  apos to la te  was bear ing  f ru i t ,
the  d i f f i cu l t  w in te r  th rea tened to  conpromise  i t .
The house w j th  j t s  un f i l l ed  jo in ts  le t  in  the  co ld .
The thermorneter outside registered forty degrees
below zero. In her correspondence with the superior
genera l ,  Mother  Va lade d id  no t  cornp la in  b -u t  .  she
ins is ted  on  the  necess i ty  o f  ob ta in ing  warm c lo th  to
make habits adapted to the weather and also shoes of
good lea ther ,31 '

B ishop Provencher ,  when he  saw the  s j tua t ion ,
dec ided to  move the  g i r l s '  schoo l  to  the  b ishop 's
res idence "where  perhaps  i t  w i l l  be  less  co ld . "

During the evenings, the plan went forl ' ,ard for
the future convent whiCh would be entirely of wood
except for the foundation because "stone is rare in
these par ts .  "  S is te r  Va lade exp la ined:  "The sur face
wil l  cover 100 by 36 feet and wil l  be -o-n two f loors
wi th  the  chape l  5ccupy ing  the  cent re , "32

When Chr is tmas came,  the  "good v icar "  kep t  a
surpr ise  fo r  the  B ishop and the  who le  par ish .  A
cho i r  had been fo rmed wh ich  dur ing  Midn igh t  Mass
presented the old hynns, even those which awakened
nemories in the soul of white-haired voyageurs and
rnade the new generation conscious of the hynnal
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tradit ion. Everyone was del ighted. Many had cone
from afar to be present at the Mass; now they had the
impress ion  o f  hav ing  gone on  p i lg r image in to  the  pas t
while congratulat ing themselves on the presence of
s is te rs .  The ch i ld ren  wou ld  benef i t  there fore  f rom
what had been handed down in forner t imes alonq the
banks of the St. Lawrence.
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Letter dated Decenber 30, 1843.

Copy frorn Archives, 1843-48, pp. 50-52.

The canots du maitre (Montreal canoes) measured
frorn 30 to 40 feet in length and were mounted
by  14  men;  they  were  u t i l i zed  on  the  St .  Law-
rence and the Great Lakes. The canots du nord,
ha l f  the  s ize  o f  those f rom Mont rea l ,  nounted
by  B men,  were  u t i l j zed  to  the  west  o f  the
Grea t  Lakes ,  Brou i l l e t te ,  op .c i t , ,  pp .  17 -18 .

Tess ie r -B i ron ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  51 .

Anna ls ,  Hop .  g6n .  S t -Bon . ,  No ,  1 ,  p .  34 '

Drou in ,  S r .  C . ,  "H6p .  gen . " ,  Y .2 ,  pp .  21 | f f .

Copy  f rom Arch ives ,  1843-48,  p .  56 .

Dating from 1695 with two enlargements, in 1789
and 1832.

Ib id . ,  p .  54 .

Anna ls ,  H6p .  gen .  S t -Bon . ,  No .  1 ,  p '  44 .

Ib id . ,  pp .  44 -45 .

Mousset te ,  op .  c i t . ,  pp .  133-134.

Anc ien  jou rna l ,  v , I I ,  pp .  454 f f .

Un less  s ta ted  o therw ise  the  de ta i l s  o f  th is
voyage are extracted from the Annals, Hop. gen,
S t -Bon . ,  No .  1 ,  pp .  50 f f .

Sirnpson owned the most beauti ful canoe, which
was per fec t l y  e legant  in  fo rm and in  a l l  i t s
de ta j l s .  Th is  ) igh t  and very  swi f t  boat  was
most convenient for the governor who could not
suffer thg least de lay when he travel led.
Mor ice ,  "Eg l i se  ca tho l ique 0ues t  canad ien" ,
v . l ,  pp .  297-298.
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Tess ie r -B i ron ,  op ,c i t .  ,  p .  57 ,

DeMoissac ,  Sr . ,  t ypewr i t ten  manuscr ip t ,  p .  16 .
The de ta i l s  wh ich  fo l low are  la rge ly  taken f ron
th is  work .

Mor ice ,  " ig l i se  ca tho l ique 0ues t  canad ien , , ,  v .
1 ,  p ,  299.  There  was no  shor tage o f  Eng l ish
teachers  a t  the  Genera l  Hosp i ta l  o f  Mont iea l ,
s ince  seven o f  the  s is te rs  were  Eno l ish-
speak ing ,  one o f  whom was Sr .  Jane S lo iombe,
born  in  En g  l  and,

S is te r  Va lade to  Mother  McMul len ,  June 1844.

Le t te r  to  Sr .  Beaub ien ,  June 25 ,  1844.

Ib id .

Le t te r  to  Mother  McMul  len ,  Ju ly  5 ,  1844.

Drou in ,  S r .  C . ,  Hop ,  gen . ,  t .  I I I ,  p .  89 .

Sr .  La f rance to  Mother  McMul len ,  Ju ly  30 ,  1844.

5r .  Va lade to  Mother  McMul  len ,  Ju ly  1844.

Lou is  R ie l  nar r ied  Ju l ie  Lag imod i6re .  A  son
was born to them on 0ctober 22, 7844; he was
naned Lou is .  Chanpagne,  "La  fami l le  de  Lou is
R ie l " ,  p .  14 .

Letter dated June 20, 1845.

Le t te r  to  Mr .  Lar r6 ,  Ju ly  31  .  1844.  A t  f i r s t
people thought i t  tvas an accident. Then they
discovered he had been assassinated by sornL
non-Catho l  i c  Ind ians  in  re ta l  ia t ion  becar ise  the
priest had openly pronroted temperance. Fre-
mont ,  "Mgr  Provencher " ,  pp .  203-204.

Fremont, "Mgr Provencher", pp. 2ZB-ZZT.

Mother  Va lade herse l f ,  w i th  the  he lp  o f  the
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Sulp ic ian pr iests ,  had ordered th is  c lock f rom
Fnance.

3r Letter dated December 28, L844.

32  l b i d .
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CHAPTER THREE - 1845-1853

The year  1845 gave b i r th  to  a  t rad i t ion ;  the
oarishioners used to come to offer their best wishes
to  the  s is te rs .  Jus t  as  a t  the i r  nenorab le  a r r i va l
in  June,  1844,  the  s is te rs  wou ld  k iss  the  women and
shake hands w i th  the  men.  One day  an  amus ing  in -
c ident  occur red .  Wrapped in  h is  b lanket  and t ra i l ing
long b lack  ha i r ,  an  Ind ian  gent leman s l ipped in to  the
l ine ;  whether  in ten t iona l l y  o r  no t ,  we do  no t  know'
Th ink ing  h i rn  to  be  a  woman,  S is te r  S t -Joseph gree ted
hirn warmly. The gentleman was not slow to show off
h is  p leasure  a t  be ing  k issed and the  youngest  o f  the
s is te rs  became the  bu t t  o f  teas jng  by  the  o lder  ones
who were happy to get back at Sister St-Joseph who
was always quick to play a joke in community recre-
a t ion .

Wjn ter  d id  no t  re lax  i t s  g r ip  and the  s is te rs '
house grew b i t te r ly  co ld .  In  sp i te  o f  B ishop Pro-
vencher 's  p lead ing ,  however ,  they  were  re luc tan t  to
acceot his offer to have them move into his own
res idence,  fo r  they  d id  no t  want  to  t roub le  h im
fur ther .  A t  las t  he  to ld  them tha t  the i r  house had
to  be  demol ished so  tha t  the  s tones  cou ld  be  re -used
as a  foundat ion  fo r  the i r  new convent .  The s is te rs
had to  g ive  in .  F ive  roons ,  inc lud ing  two c lassrooms
and two on the upper f loor, becarne the domajn of the
s is te rs .  He le  Mother  Va lade and S is te r  Lagrave took
up sp inn ing , r  The whee ls  tha t  had been used so  long
ago were huge and noisy, Father Belcourt,  whose
invent jve  sp i r i t  never  seemed to  g ive  ou t ,  deve loped
for them a wheel of reduced size and nuch less noisy.
The B ishop was p leased a t  th is  and p laced an  order
for foul of them with Mr. Matheson, a local car-
penter . '

The growth of the works which already included
teach ing ,  the  v is i t  ing  o f  the  s ick  and the  poor  as
wel l  as  ca tech ism on miss ion ,  persuaded Mother  Va lade
and Bishoo Provencher to seek further reinforcements.
The superior wrote to the superior general on Decem-
ber 28, 1844: "Since we are the chosen ones who were
preferred to you, as you say in your last letter, I
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hope tha t  you  w i l l  no t  abandon us  by  w i thho ld ing  sone
recruits of which we have so much need. "

The letter crossed with one sent by Mother
McMullen three weeks prior. The contents had an
eminent ly  apos to l i c  tone wh ich  gave assurance to  the
n iss ionar ies  as  to  the  he lp  wh ich  they  cou ld  count  on
rece iv ing  in  the  fu tu re .  She wro te :  "We have had a
v is i t  f rom a  pr ies t  ex i led  f rom Santo  Domingo by
revo lu t ion ,  I f  he  can re tu rn  w i thout  danger ,  he  w i l l
ask  us  to  jo jn  h im.  I f  th is  event  shou ld  come to
pass  I  wou ld  be  f i l l ed  w i th  joy .  I  p ray  God to
expand our apostolate into the most abandoned
p1aces , . .  How happy I  wou ld  be  to  see a  b lack  person
c lad  in  our  ho iy  hab i t . . .  Poor  though I  may be ,  ny
l i t t le  hear t  i s  s t j l l  b ig  enough to  enbrace b1ack ,
ye11ow,  b rown and red  peop1e. . .  In  rny  eyes ,  these
colours become one, that of the Precjous Blood of our
Sav ' iour  who is  the  Sav iour  o f  a l l  co loured  peop1e. "

This letter probably reached Red River in March
bv the f irst of the two mail  services which the
c6 lony  en joyed.  The second mai l  wou ld  be  de l i vered
only at the end of the summer. Short ly thereafter
there occurred an event of good onen. 0n Apri l  5,
1845,  the  nov i t ia te  opened i t s  doors  to  Miss  Marguer -
i te  Conno l ly  who was the  daughter  o f  Mr .  Wi l l iam
Connol ly and of a Cree Indian mother by the name of
Suzanne-  Mjyo-N jp iy  (Be l  le feu i  l1e) ,  

-Born  
in  the

Colombia  R iver  a rea ,  Marguer i te  was the  grandn iece  o f
Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  the  granddaughter  o f  the  Foun-
dress 's  s is te r ,  C lemence.  The young lady  had spent
sone t ine in Montreal where she was educated by the
Sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame. Her
rnother was unable to adapt to l i fe in the big city;
her husband offered to let her go to l ive with their
eldest daughter who was residing in Colurnbia. Madame
Conno l ly  rece ived bapt ism and le f t  Mont rea l  w i th  her
l i t t le  Marguer i te  in  1840.  0n  the  way they  had to
stop at Norway House. Marguenite, on learning there
was a  b jshop a t  S t .  Bon i face ,  ins is ted  on  go ing
there .  That  i s  where  thev  were  l i v inq  when the
sisters arr ived from the Easl.3 Margueri ie took her
p lace  arnong the  "midd le  c lass"  pup i l s .  There  was no
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d is t inc t ion  be tween b lond,  dark  and brunet te  pup i l s
fo r ,  in  the  eyes  o f  the  s is te rs ,  a l l  co lours  nerged
in to  one .  0 f  a  l i ve ly  and  in te l l i gen t  d ispos i t i on ,
the candidate would have to adaDt to the new rules
and above a l l  to  deve lop  the  v i r tue  o f  obed ience.
Mother Valade was to say. to her: "She made good
progress  f rom day  to  day . "a

The very simple ceremonies of entrance brought
about  tears  o f  happ iness .  E ishop Provencher  and
Father  Mayrand cou ld  no t  h ide  the i r  emot ion  a t  see ing
th is  youn-g  person prepar ing  to  g ive  her  to ta l  se l f . r

I t  had to be admitted, however, that the stay
a t  the  B ishoo 's  res idence d id  no t  favour  the  env i ron-
ment of recdl lect ion and of prayer so necessary for
re l ig ious  fo rmat ion .  The s is te rs  cou ld  hard ly  wa i t
un t i l  the  day  when they  wou ld  be  l i v ing  in  the i r  own
convent. However, since the contractor was not able
to neet his deadl ines, ! t  was necessary to be re-
s igned to  a  pa t ien t  wa i t .b  The da i l y  rou t ine  engaged
the energy of everyone. 0n February 12 the anniver-
sary of the Bishop was celebrated; on June 6 his
oat rona l  feas t .  The schoo l  ch i ld ren  f ron  around
jo ined w i th  the i r  paren ts  in  the  ga ther ing .  Then
there  was F i rs t  Communjon  on  June 9  when th js  g rea t
sp i r i tua l  s tep  was taken by  four teem young g i r l s
c lo thed in  Canad ian  s ty le ,  twe lve  1 i t t1e  boys  in
the i r  bes t  c lo thes  as  we l l  as  Madame Conno l ly  who
' i n  i  no /  t ho  nnn r rn

In  the  mids t  o f  so  nuch ac t iv i t y .  how cou ld
anyone be bored? And yet there was a nostalgia for
places from which they had come. In her letter of
Ju ly  7 ,  S is te r  Lagrave cou ld  no t  le lp  say ing ,  "How
long are  the  years  in  New Br i ta in ! " /  The s is te rs  d id
not  rea l i ze  tha t  new recru i ts  were  ac tua l l y  on  the
way.  0n  June 24  a t  Lach ine ,  two pos tu lan ts ,  Mar ie
l , l j thman and Cec i le  Cusson,  se t  ou t  on  the  Iong
journey West, They wqre accompanied by Father C.
Auber t  and Bro ther  Tache o f  the  Miss ionary  0b la tes  o f
Many Immacu la te .  I t  was  wh i le  wa i t ing  fo r  the  canoes
and after tast ing pennican that Sister Deschamps
confided to the brother that she was not free to siqn
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uD fo r  the  miss ions .  S is te r  Marce l le  Ma l le t  was  a lso
present at the departure.

The i r  t r io  was the  las t  one to  be  en t i re ly  by
canoe - henceforth travel would be by steamboat and
car ts ,  The t r ip  went  we l l  except  fo r  S is te r  Wi thman
who was almost dead with fear. She was a bad travel-
le r ,  However ,  be ing  a  cous in  o f  Mother  Va lade,  she
qu ick ly  adap ted  to - the  hero ic  l i f e  as  d id  Cec i le
iusson. Thd newcomers were able to bring the latest
news, notably the foundation that had been made by
the Grey Nuni at Bytown (0ttawa). In fact they had
stopped in at the convent there en route'

B ishop Provencher  was now ab le  to  see h is
unt i r ing  e f?or ts  fu l f i  I  led '  A t  las t  he  was ab le  to
we lcome- in to  h is  corner  o f  the  wor ld  the  Ob la tes  who
would give assurance of pastoral.  workers- for. the
fu tu re . -  And ye t  he  cou ld  no t  h ide-a  l i t t le  d isap-
oointment whei he saw Brother Tache who was barely
twentv-one vears old and st i l l  a sub-deacon. The
Giant -  o f  th i  West  b lu r ted  ou t :  " I t  i s  p r ies ls  we
need,  and ye t  we see ch i  ld ren  sent  ou t  to  us . "o

But  the  B ishop soon-  found h is  d isappo in tment
un jus t i f ied .  Bro the i  Tach6 rece ived the  d jaconate  on
Auqust  31  and on  the  fo1 ' low ing  October  12  he  was
orda ined a  pr ies t .  B ishop Provencher  wro te  to  the
Archbishop of Quebec: "You can send -ne a Tache or a' l ; i iA .h ;  

iny  t lm"  you can f jnd  one. "e

For  h is  par t ,  the  young pr ies t  Tache was. . fu l l
of praise for the abostolate of the Grey Nuns' "They
are doing remarkable good work. People comment on
what a ch-ange there ha! been in the populat ion-since
they came. Jheir schools are perfect. As for Sister
Lao iave ,  she  seems to  be  ab le  to  cure  a l l  in f i r -
rn i i ies .  i ' 10  And th is  in  the  land she ca l led  New
Br i ta in !

In  the  f i rs t  days  o f  January  1846 the  s is te rs
inher i ted  an  Ass in jbo lne  woman,  g iandrnother  Dubo is ,
who cou ld  no t  be  lodged a t  the  B ishop 's  res idence bu t
who was g iven accommodat ion  c lose  by .  S is te r  S t -
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Joseph was p laced in  charge o f  her .  She had qu i te  a
job to give her appropriate health care.

l l i th  spr ing  t ine  there  came an ep idemic  o f
measles which was complicated by dysentery and which
dec imated ch i  ld ren  and adu l ts .  B ishoo Provencher  was' left  

alone since Fathers Lafleche and Tache had oone
to  I  le - i - la -Crosse.  Thg-  B ishop had to  bury  i ine
persons  in  a  s ing le  day . r r  S is te r  Lagrave,  who was
a i ready  popu lar  among the  s ick ,  now deve loped a
reputa t ion  as  a  nurse  o f  the  h ighes t  qua l i t y .  Doc tor
John Bunn,  who was in  the  serv ice  o f  the  Hudson Bav
Cornpany,  was  un fa i  l  ing  jn  h is  admi ra t jon  fo r  he i
devot ion  and he- r  success  in  ga in ing  the  conf idence o f
her  pa t ien ts . l2

The reinforcement which disembarked at the Red
River banks on September 5 was greeted with inde-
scribable joy. There were six brave new workers for
the  v ineyard :  Fa ther  Bermond fo r  the  0b la tes ,  S is te r
Gosse l  in ,  S is te r  0u imet ,  M iss  Le febvre  and Miss
Soph ie  Mess ie r  fo r  the  Grey  Nuns.  Miss  Mess ie r ,  a
"f i  I  le donnee, " was eagei to devote herself  to
whatever  task  wou ld  be  conf ided to  her ,  wh i le  Miss
Lefebvre ,  wear ing  pos tu lan ts '  purp le  d ress  and wh i te
bonnet ,  was  joy fu l  l y  en ter ing  the  apos to l i c  ) i fe .
F ina l  l y  there^  was Stan is las  Les tang,  a  fo rmer
employee a t  Chateauguay,  p robab ly  wh i le  Mother  Va lade
had been treasurer, who was to help out very effec-
t i ve ly  espec ia l ' l y  w i th  respec t  to  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f
the  convent ,  s t i l ' l  fu r ther  de)ayed by  the  ep idemic ,

The t rave l le rs  landed a t  3 :30  in  the  a f te rnoon,
rece ived by  S is te r  Lagrave w j th  the  young S is te r
Conno l1y .  

-The i r  
car r i ige  was 1ed by  i  f  i -ne  b lond

horse  ca l led  "Bob.  "  Some ounshots  were  f i red  as  a
9 igna1 o f  the i r  a r r i va l .  S i i te r  Gosse l in  was so  g lad
f ina l l y  to  reach. f i r rn  land tha t  she  fo rgo t  to  g iee t
r-r ' r  s E xce I tencv. -"

S is te r  0u imet  was to  be  ass ioned to  teach ino
a long w i th  the  nov ice  S is te r  Conn-o l l v  who showed
great  ap t i tude fo r  the  work .  And so  aL  fa r -o f f  S t .
Bon i face  there  cou ld  be  counted  s ix  Dro fessed s is te rs
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and th ree  nov ices  wh i le  a t  the  mother  house,  fo l low-
ing the departures for the West and for Bytown there
remained thirty-three professed s i  sters,

The number of workers at Red River was thus
increas ing  bu t  the  wa l ls  o f  the  B ishop 's  house
remained the  same.  I t  was  ge t t ing  to  be  jus t  imposs-
ib le  to  func t ion  w j thout  the  convent .  B ishop Proven-
cher  d id  whatever  he  cou ld  to  has ten  the  bu i ld ing  bu t
he could not succeed. The men who went in search of
suitable wood at Pembina returned empty-handed. I t
was  then tha t  S tan is las  Les tang carne  to  the  rescue,
He had seen on many occasions rafts used on Lake St.
Louis to transDort wood and he arranoed to have the
necessary  rna te i ' ia l  b rought  to  "S t ,  Bdn i face  by  th is
means,  to  the  joy  o f  everyone, '+

But  the  bu i ld ing  was p lagued by  mis fo r tunes ,
In  Ju ly  the  sawn wood caught  on  f i re  caus ing  S is te r
Valade to weep. She wrote East to acknowledge that
she even fe l t  l j ke  b laming St .  Joseph fo r  no t  he lp ing
more than he did, But as the work progressed they
real ized that there was enouoh wood ieft  after ai l  to
conp le te  the  bu i ld ing .  Howiver ,  i f  i t  was  no t  one
thing, i t  was another. Three workers standing on an
apparent ly  so l jd  sca f fo ld ing  had a  spec tacu la r  fa l l
when the supports gave way. Two of them were seri-
ous ly  in ju red  wh i le  the  th i rd  was no t  hur t .  Th is  rnan
had to  car ry  on  a lone,  bu t  he  d id  so  we l l  tha t  he
rece jved congra tu la t ions  f rom Messrs ,  Ga larneau and
Nault who, once they had got back on their feet. -were
anazed to see how much progress had been nade,rr

Father Belcourt,  coming back from the East at
the beginning of 0ctober, brought the sad news that
typhus had spread in Mon-t1eal carr jed by the Ir ish
dr iven  ou t  by  the  fan ine . ro  Seven Grey  Nuns had d ied
as  a  resu l t  o f  the i r  zea l  in  tend ino  to  the  needs o f
the  s ick .  0n ly  th ree  o f  the  s is te r i  had escaped the
d isease,  To  the  s is te r  o f  S t .  Hvac in the  who o f fe red
to  send he1p,  Mother  McMul  len  h id  rep l ied :  " I f  we
are  a l l  to  d ie ,  I  want  there  to  rena in  a t  leas t  one
seed of the -Qrey Nuns; that is why i  cannot accept
your  o f fe r .  " r /
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But other offers could not be refused. Mother
Bruyere, the superior of the convent of Ottawa, sent
two Eng l ish-speak ing  s is te rs ,  namely  S is te rs  Phe lan
and Curran, to the rnother house to care for the

1 aexr  tes  r rom Lr rn . * -

The Grey  rn jss ionar ies  o f  the  Red R iver  jo ined
in  the  gr ie f  wh ich  preva i led  a t  the  hear t  o f  the
ins t i tu te ,  D is tance seemed to  inc rease so  much when
i t  was  imposs ib le  to  lend even a  he lp ing  hand and
news was so slow to come, Was the epidemic abating?
Had i t  c la imed new v ic t ims? And when wou ld  new
recrujts be able to come frorn Montreal? So many
angu ish ing  ques t ions  when the  v ineyard  denanded nore
and more workers.

0n  November  21 ,  th is  anx ie ty  was re l  ieved a' i  
i t t le  when S is te rs  Wi thnan and Cusson took  the i r

perpetual vows. They had both passed the test of the
nov i t ja te  and were  shar ing  in  the  fu l l  work  o f  the
congregat ion .  L i t t le  S is te r  Conno l1y  reques ted  t ine
to  re f lec t  on  her  dec is ion ,  wh ich  shows how ser ious
her  charac ter  was .19

At the end of the year, Decenber 30, to be
precise, a move was made to the new convent even
though on ly  four  o f  the  rooms were  f in ished.  I t  was
ex t remely  co1d.  Wind and snow penet ra ted  the  bu i ld -
' ing  th rough the  un f in ished par t ,  In  t ru th ,  the
s is te rs ,  the  nov ice  and her  mother ,  and Grandmother
Dubo is ,  were  l i v ing  in  another  s tab le  o f  Beth lehen,
Buf fa lo  sk ins  had to  be  hung up  to  serve  as  par t i -
t ions for the roons. In the basement, potatoes froze
whi le  water  tu rned in to  i cq^not  on ly  on  the  upper
f loor but on the windows.zu There was no open
complaint, however, for i t  had been agreed that the
Bishop shou ld  be  kept  in  ignorance o f  the  prob lems
be ing  encountered .  But  the  B ishop cou ld  see h inse l f
what  the  s i tua t ion  was.  He sa id  one day  to  S is te r
Conno l ly ,  "What  have you go t  to  ea t?"  The nov ice  d id
not  say  any th ing  bu t  she  l i f ted  up  the  cover  o f  a  po t
in  wh ich  cou ld  be  seen an  o ld  han bone a lmost
s t r ipped o f  neat .  Wi thout  say ing  a  word ,  the  l j t t le
nov ice  had exp la ined every th ing .  The B ishop under -
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stood and urged his housekeeper Ursule to send over
the necessary foodstuff .

t *

Sis te r  Conno l  l y  had re f lec ted  deep ly  on  her
vocat ion .  She dec ided to  accept  the  inv i ta t ion  o f
the Lord. The date for her profession was f ixed for
March 25, the anniversary of the day when Mary
herse l f  gave her  " f ia t "  to  the  ca l l  o f  God announced
by the  ange1.

The younq s is te r ,  s t i l l  no t  ye t  18  (her  b i r th -
day  was Ju jy  26) ,  gave herse l f  i r revocab ly  to  God in
thb humble oratory of the community roorn' Two of her
conver ts  f rom the  Sau l teaux  na t ion  were  there .  A  16-
year gir l  made her f irst Comrnunion and a l4-year. old
boy  rece ived bapt is rn .  For  the  occas ion ,  the  cho i r
sang the  hymns in  an  Ind ian  Ianguage ' " '

The ceremonv would no doubt have taken place in
the  chape l22  bu t  ihe  l i t t le  sanc tuary  o f  the  convent
d id  no t  open i t s  doors  un t i l  Ju ly  7 .  By  a  happy
coincidenie, on that day Bishop Modeste Demers of
Vancouver happened to be at Red River. He had the
benef j t  o f  the  nurs ing  care  g iven by  S is te r  Lagrave.
An exce l len t  mus ic ian ,  he  took  par t  in  the  s is te rs '
ce lebra t ion '23  Had these ce leb ia t ions  taken p lace  a
b i t  la te r ,  i t  wou ld  have been to  the  sound o f  a
harmonium whjch was won in a lottery blFather Aubert
and o f fe red  to  the  convent  as  a  g i f t . ze

Sister Lagrave, fo-r her part,  succeeded in
prepar inq  a  "pap ie r -nache"  s ta tue  represent ing  the
Vi rb jn .2s  B ishop Provencher  had a  be i l  ins ta l led  in
the  humblq  be l f ry .  Th is  be l l  was  to  be  used r igh t  up
to  iB90.26  But  the  generos i ty  o f  the  B ishop d id  no t
stop there; he endowed the convent with a two-acre
property as well  as another parcel q! 

' land 
with f ive

arpents for further developnent. z /  The B i  shop
foresaw tha t  the  peop le  wou ld  soon be  ob l iged to
se t t le  down and cu l t i va te  the  produc t ive  land because
of  the  imminent  ex t inc t ion  o f  the  b ison and because
of  the  ser jous  d i f f i cu l t jes  p lagu ing  the  fu r  t rade.
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0n June 18 ,  B ishop Provencher  was jns ta l led  in
his cathedral as Bishop of the North l lest.  He was
not  par t i cu la r ly  p leased w i th  the  name g iven to  h is
d iocese,  fo r  "Nor th  West "  was  a  te rm assoc ia ted  w i th
the North West Company. So, he asked whether i t
wou ld  no t  have been be t te r  to  have ca l led  h im B ishoo
of Hudson Bay. His preference would have been foi
des ignat ion  as  B ishop o f  S t .  Bon i face  or  B ishop o f
Red R jver ,  Th iS- is  what  he  suggested  in  a  le t te r  to
B i  shop Bourget .  28

The ins ta l  la t jon  was a  grea t  success ,  impress-
ing  Canad ians  and Met is  a1 ike , -  They  rnan i fes ted ' the i r
respec t  and pr ide  in  the i r  B ishop who took  the
occas ion  to  recogn ize  the  Grey  Nuns in  the i r  work  o f
ins t ruc t ing  bo th  ch i ld ren  and adu l ts .  Moreover ,  he
recognized that the convent was nore and more takinq
on the  appearance o f  a  hosp i ta l ,  The second f loo i
was now comple ted  w i th  an  oak  s ta i rcase.  An Ind ian
of about 20 years of age, covered with sores, wno
presented hirnself was taken care of bv Sister Con-
no l l y ;  Mr ,  and Mrs .  Jean Bapt is te  Cyr ,  a  re t i red
couple, found board and room at the convent. In the
vacant roons on the f irst f loor, vounq Dersons were
rece jved fo4^  the  comple t ion  o f  tnE i r  re l iq ious
ins t ruc t ion ,ze  L i fe  went  on  f rom day  to  day  in - th is
convent  where  da i l y  b read was prov ided by  prov idence
among a people who were on the whole pbor.3o The
schoo ls  d id  no t  p roduce much revenue,  a l though the
c lasses  had  no  shor tage  o f  pup i l s . '  The  s is te rs
su f te red  the  same pr iva t ions  as  the  res t  o f  the
peop le ,  shar ing  in  the  lo t  o f  the  poor .

.  Mother  Va lade,  e lec te ( - fo r  f i ve  more  years  by
her  compan ions  as  super io r ,3 l  was  anx ious  a6out  th6
fu tu re  o f  the  schoo ls  and fe l t  i t  was  necessarv  a t
al l  costs to secure more teachers from the mother
house.  Twice  dur ing  1847 she expressed a  w ish  to  go
back  to  Mont rea l  so  as  to  ensure  a  rea l  un ion  w i lh
headquarte_rs. This desire was expressed not only by
Mother  Va lade in  her  le t te r  to ' the  super io r - - ien-
era l rz ,  bu t  a lso  by  a  le t te r  to  B ishop Bourget .33-  0n
May 25 ,  1848,  however ,  she  recogn jzed ' tha t  [e r  du t ies
wou ld  no t  a l low her  to  a t tend i  genera l  chapter
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schedu led  fo r  tha t  year .  She even suggested  tha t  the
qenera l  chapter  be  pos tponed un t i l  1849 '  But  the
iules requi ied a generai chapter every four years.
Miss ions  cou ld  be  represented  by  de legates .

0n July 17 she again spoke of her regret at not
be ing  ab le  t -o  go  to  Mont rea i .  In  the  spr ing  o f  lB49
news came that Mother Rose Coutlee was now superior
qenera l .  A  few months  la te r ,  Mother  Va lade rece ived
in  o f f i c ja l  inv i ta t ion  !g  a t tend the  genera l  chapter
to  be  he ld  in  November , ' *

Mother  Va lade d id  no t  express  the  fee l ings
which  f i l l ed  her  a t  the  prospec t  o f  once aga in  see ing
her  na t jve  count ry .  When she depar ted  f i ve  years  ago
she thought  she wou ld  never  see i t  aga in .  She was
under  nd  i l l us ions  about  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  o f  the
journey  wh ich  were  s t i l l  cons iderab le  desp i . te  the
progress of recent t jmes. Furthernore she was
con ic ious  o f  the  adv ice  g iven by  S is te r  Lagrave th l !
the  fa t igue o f  the  t r ip  wou ld  be  very  hard  on  her . " '
She decided the benefi ts of being present at the
chapter outweighed any problems involved and, without
hes i ta t ion ,  p lunged fo rward  w i th  p repara t ions  fo r  the
journey .  I t  was  dec ided tha t  S is te r  0u ine t ,  w i th  her
fa i l ing  hea l th  and the  t roub le  she had in  adapt ing  to
the way of l i fe in the West, would return to Montreal
de f in i t i ve ly  a t  the  same t ime.

The departure was set for August 30 and the
t rave l  le rs  were  s la ted  to  jo in  Mr .  S inc la i r  as  fa r
as  St ,  Pau l ,  M innesota .  The goodbyes  were  espec ia l l y
d i f f i cu l t  because Mother  Va lade wou ld  no t  be  ab le  to
return unti l  after spring break-up next year. I t
would not be an easy journey what with oxcarts and
rush i  ng  r i vers .

After six weeks Montreal was reached 0ctober
15. One can imagine the welcome given to the l ' lester-
ners whose news was received with intense interest.
A new governor, Caldwel l ,  had come to Red River with
a  hundred so ld ie rs .  Mother  Va lade repor ted  there  was
much d isconten t  among the  peop le  on  account  o f  the
monopoly enjoyed by the Hudion Bay Company in the fur
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t rade .36

Father  La f leche had re tu rned f rom I le - i - la -
Crosse, having been chosen by Bishop Provencher as
h is  coad ju to r ,  Bu t  the  hea l th  o f  the  young pr ies t
was poor .  He deve loped a  l inp  wh ich  wou ld  rnake i t
ex t remely  d i f f j cu l t  fo r  h im to  t rave l  th rough the
West. So Bishop Provencher reconnended that he be
allowed to replace the name of Father Tache for that
o f  La f leche i i r  the  bu l i s  wh ich  had a l readv  come f rom
Rorne. Bishop Provencher saw in this turn of events
the  hand o f  Prov idence fo r ,  as  he  sa id :  "For  a  long
t ime he had compla ined o f  no t  be ing  ab le  to  recru i i
c le rgy  and o f  no t  hav ing  the  mean i  to  t ra in  thern .
l , l i th  the  d iocese under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  an  0b la te
pr ies t ,  the  fu tu re  shou ld  be  assured.  "37

The same concern to keep up the number of
miss ionar ies  was the  ch ie f  reason whv Mother  Va lade
under took  the  t r ip  to  the  Eas t .  She-had no th ing  to
say against the new foundations at Bytown and at
Quebec,  A t  the  la t te r  the  founders  inc luded S is rers
Ma l ie t ,  P i lon ,  Per r in ,  Ther jau l t ,  C lement  and  a
novice named Sister Dunn. They had gone there the
prevjous August 21 . But these foundations had much
more  chance o f  be ing  se l f -su f f i c ien t  and prov id ing
for  the i r  own expan l ion  than tha t  o f  S t . 'Bon i fac6
which  exper ienced such d i f f j cu l t ies  o f  recru i tmenr .

As foreseen, the chapter opened on November B
and cont inued un t i l  November  15 ,  Reso lu t ions  were
adopted in favour of the unity so much desired by
Mother Valade, The autonomy of the foundations was
repea led .  Hencefor th  i t  wou ld  be  poss ib le  fo r  each
of the dif ferent convents to send subjects to the
others with the superior of Montreal serving as
interrnediary for this purpose; subjects sent io a
miss ion  wou ld  be  ab le  to  re tu rn  to  the i r  house o f
or ig in ,  .and Jhe super io rs  wou ld  have the  r igh t  to
reca  tnem.  " "

The end of the year 1849 was marked by Father
Fa i l l ons '  f i nd ing  o f  

- the  
rema ins  o f  Mothe i  d ,you-

v i l le .  An ear l ie r  a t tempt  to  loca te  these in  the
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cryp t  o f  the  genera l  hosp i ta l  had been unsuccess fu l .
Thli^e was a s-olemn ceremony on December 23 for the
78th annjversary of the death of the Foundress.
Mother Valade hai l  the honour of escort ing the body in
the company of Mother Coutlee and Mother {c}ul len
wi th  S i i te i  Forbes ,  the  d i rec to r  o f  nov ices .5e

The impos ing  cerenony le f t  a  las t ing  inpress ion
on Mother Valade who prayed with great ardor to the
"Mother  o f  un iversa l  char i ty "  fo r  the  success  o f  the
Red R iver  foundat  i  on .

Tjme went by very fast in the metropolis and
Mother Valade wouTd have to go back soon. She hoped
to  be  ab le  to  b r ing  a  number  o f  recru i ts .  Severa l  o f
the younger sisters volunteered. Anong_ _them were
Sis td rs  

-s loco tnbe,  
Caron,  B lond in ,  Ko l lmyer  and

Moreau,  bu t  no  dec is ion  was taken r igh t  away.  In  a
le t te r  to  B ishop Bourget ,  she  conf ided,  "Because o f
i i l -hea l th ,  wg^  are  no  longer  ab le  to  work  fo r  our
subs  i  s tence.  " *u

Typhus had cut down the number of effect ive
workers- 'at the mother house. Even i f  the novit iate
shou ld  a t t rac t  enough to  rep lace  those los t  i t  wou ld
sti l l  be necessary f-or Mothdr Valade to look for help
among the sisters of St, Hyacinthe. That community
o f fe ied  to  send w i th  he i  S is te r  Jus t ine  Dupuy-
F ise t te ,  20  years  o ld ,  who was no t  a la rmed by  the
suf fe r ings  ar id  hardsh ips  Mother  Va lade led  them to
exDect .  a r

Another  young s is te r ,  no t  ye t  18 ,  was  a l lowed
to make her rel igious vows at the mother house on May
20, three months before the end of the period pres-
c r ibed by  canon law fo r  the  nov i t ia te .  S is te r
Laurent was burning with the desire to go on to the
mission cp^untry, and competent authority read her
thouohts ,  qz

The rest of the contingent to go West would
inc lude Miss  Chr is t ine  Ta lon-Lesperance,  a  pos tu lan t ,
as  we l l  as  Miss  Ford  and two " f i l l es  donnees,  "  Mar ie
Marchand and Emerance Pay6. Miss Marchand and Miss
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Pay6 la te r  becane aux j l ia rv  s js te rs :  S is te r  Mar ie -
Jolephine and Sister Em6raice. They would be accom-
panied by two nen, Abraham Dufort aid Joseph Pigeon,
who were  w i l l i ng  to  cu l t i va te  the  lands  o f  the
s is te rs ,  thus  assur ing  them o f  a  food supp ly .43

The departure fron Montrea' l  was f ixed for June
19.  Th is  t jme the  s is te rs  dec ided they  cou ld  wear
the i r  usua l  hab i t ,  s ince  the  t r ip  tvas  supposed to  be
not  near ly  so  d i f f i cu l t  as  the  f i rs t  one had been in
1844, Unfortunately, the voyage back this t irne
las ted  th ree  who le  months  f i l l ed  w i th  inconven iences ,
d isappo in tments  and de lays  wh ich  wqre  inexp l i cab le
though in  some cases  prov ident ia l ,aq  Buf fa lo  was
reached June 22 ten minutes too late for the steamer
wh ich  wou ld  c ross  Lake Er ie .  The s is te r "s  asked
hosp i ta l j t y  f rom a  convent  whose super io r  a t  f i r s t
said they were too nany to be put up but later
changed her mind and found place for thern here and
there .  The fo l low ing  day  i t  was  learned tha t  the  boat
wh ich  the  s is te rs  were  too  la te  to  ca tch  had sunk
wj th  the  loss  o f  a l l  i t s  300 passengers .  The prayers
for those who were drowned were natural lv mixed with
prayers of thanksgiving to God the Fatier who had
protected the Grey Nuns.

0n  June 30 ,  a f te r  the  c ross ing  o f  the  lake ,  i t
was necessary to go by land to Galena and then by way
o f  the  M iss iss jpp i  to  S t .  Pau l .  A r r i v ing  the re  on
Ju ly  3  the  s is te rs  were  supposed to  jo in  Mr .  K j t -
tson 's  wagon t ra in  bu t  he  tvas  no t  there .

They were supposed to stay in a tent but Father
Ravoux,  a  miss ionary  a t  tha t  p1ace,  o f fe red  h is
rectory which was a wooden house, twenty feet square.
Some had to stay in the att ic anong the f leas,
nosquitoes and mice. The hired rnen had better luck.
They were able to sleep in a tent. When i t  became
ev ident  the  de lay  wou ld  be  pro longed,  S is te r  Les-
perance and Sister Ford decided to make use of their
t jme in preparation for their future apostolate:
they  taught  ca tech ism in  French and in  Eng l ish  wh i le
the  o ther  s is te rs  repa i red  the  a l ta r  l inens  and pu t
the  pr ies t ' s  poor  house in  o rder .
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At  las t  about  the  end o f  Ju ly ,  K i t t son  ar r i ved .
The wagon t ra in  he  led  to  Red R iver  had e igh ty
veh ic les  jn  i t ,  I t  was  necessary  in  those days  to
travel toqether in a convoy because of the danger of
meet jno  up  w i th  the  S iou i '  The over land journey
beoan 6n  Auqust  B .  Wi th  food in  shor t  supp ly  i t  was
neiessary t6 have only two meals a. day. By the t ime
Pembina 

-was 
reached 

-the 
oxen and horses were al l

t i red  ou t .  F ina l l y  on  Septenber  20 ,  a f te r  th ree
months  o f  misery  inc iud ing  fbur  weeks  o f  fas t ing ,  the
orouo came to Red River which was crossed by canoe.
Evervone was wa i t inq  on  the  St .  Bon i face  s ide .  The
conc6rns  wh ich  were- fe l t  a t  the  long de lay  d isso lved
in to  happ iness .  Mother  Va lade had been gone a lnos t
th i r teen 'months ,  Her  absence we ighed heav i l y  on  the
e ioh t  s is te rs  who rea l l v  apprec ia ted  the  admin is t ra -
t i ie  and human qua l i t i6s  o f  the  sou l  o f  the  group:
Mother Va l  ade,

The joy of welcome was prolonged by a1l the
news wh ich-Mbther  Va lade was ab le  to  recount .  She
told them of the beauti ful ceremonies that accom-
oanied the exhumation of the renains of Mother
h 'Youv i l l e4s  and  a lso  o f  the  f i r s t  re l i g ious  p ro -
fess ion  wh ich  took  p lace  in  the  chape l  on  January  22 ,
ores ided over  bv  Mr .  Fa i l lon .  She spoke o f  the  w ing
iaded to the Moirtreal hospital in 1847 and above al l
she commented on the magnif icent heroism displayed by
the sisters at the t irne of the typhus outbreak.

With her baggage, Mother Valade brought the
oapa l  bu l l  wh ich  had been en t rus ted  to  her  by  B ishop
bo i r roe t .  Th is  bu l l  con f i rmed the  nominat ion  o f
A I exindre-Anton i  n Tqc-he as coadjutor bishop with
r ioh t  o f  success ion .qo

Father  La f leche was s t i l l  v icar  genera l  bu t  had
a lso  taken on  the  du t ies  o f  cure  o f  S t .  F rango is -
Xav ie r  a t  Pra i r ie  du  Cheva l  B lanc  (wh i te  Horse  P la in )
to which the Pembjna Metis had migrated in l824.al
Fa ther  La f leche d id  no t  de lay  in  ask ing  the  Grey  Nuns
to take charge of the school there. Sisters Lagrave
and La f rance g lad ly  accepted  the  inv i ta t ion .and began
to  l i ve  in  the  par jsh  November  5 ,  1850.  They  soon
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had twenty - four  pup i l s  in  a t tendance.48  St .  F ran-
Eo is -Xav ie r  was  thus  the  f i rs t  m iss ion  founded by  the
s is te rs  o f  S t .  Bon i face .  Th is  caused s t ra ins  a t  the
St .  Bon i face  house where  there  was a  mul t ip l i c i t y  o f
th ings  to  do ,  S is te r  F ise t te  took  charge o f  the
board ing  pup i ls  as  we l l  as  p lay ing  the  harmon ium on
feast days. Sister Laurent became a teacher and
Sis te r  S t -Joseoh was asked to  be  invo lved in  the
format ion  o f  ndw oos tu lan ts  and " f i l l es  donn6es" .

B ishoo Provencher  looked on  w i th  o leasure  a t
the  in i t ja t ion  o f  the  two pos tu lan ts  to  fhe  miss ion-
ary  l i fe .  See ing  the i r  wh i te  bonnet ,  he  expressed
the hope that they would become grey with a1l appro-
priate speed and would soon start to wear the black
headgear ,  fo r ,  he  sa id , , iA  wh i te  head a t  your  age is
no t  a t  a l1  conv inc ing .  " * "

For  h is  par t ,  the  B ishop was beg inn ing  to  fee l
the  we igh t  o f  h is  pass ing  years .  He wanted  to  go  to
the  counc i  1  o f  b ishops  he ld  a t  Quebec in  May 1851 bu t
he  was persuaded no t  to  go  by  h is  v icar  genera l ,
Father Laf ' l6che, with the irgufrent: "I f  you go you
are  l iab le  to  d ie  over  there ;  i t  wou ld  be  a  shame not
to be able to bury you here. " So Bishop Provencher
wrote to Bishop Bourget to tel l  hin that neither he
nor his coadjui,or cou-ld attend.so He set to work to
f inish the cathedral ,  the monument presented by him
to  h is  d iocese jn  1832.  The ex ter io r  had no t  ye t
been comoleted and alreadv the interior needed
nepa i rs .  For  th is  purpose the  ta ien ts  o f  S is te r
Lagrave were  en l i s ted  and she th rew herse l f  in to  the
wonk,  c1  inb ing  sca f fo ld ing  as  i f  she  had never
suffered an injury to her 1eg. Under her brush there
soon appeared _urns and f lowered gar' lands which the
enthusi ist ic M6tis women adrnired aid beoan to imitate
in their own enbroidery work. The ari ist began to
worry that people would pay more attention to her
decora t ions  than to  the  Ho ly  Sacr i f i ce .  She was led
back  to  rea l i t y  when she was to ld  by  soneone,  th ink-
ing to pra i-s-e her, conplimented her on being very
ar t i f i c ia l . r r

Trave l l ino  be tween St .  Bon i face  and St .  F ran-
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Eois -Xav ie r  was  re ' la t i ve ly  easy  w i th  the  use  o f  horse
and carr iage but the Sioux were an_ ever-present
danoer, The Sioux mistr"usted the Metis of l .r |hi te
Hor ie  P la inss2  bu t  they  had a  pos i t i ve  ha t red  fo r  the
Sau I  teaux .

S j  ster Lagrave and her compan ion had the
satisfact ion of being present on September 7 for the
b less ing  o f  the  convent  to  wh ich  the i r  two c lasses
were transferred. The f loor of the chapel had been
pa in ted  in  nany  co lours  w i th  pa in t  le f t  over  f ro rn  the
cathedra l .  One reads  in  the  anna ls :  "Th is  p leased
everyone,  "53

The apostol jc work of the clergy and the Grey
Nuns was apprec ia ted  no t  on ly  by  those who d i rec t l y
benef i ted  f ron  the j r  char i t ies ,  bu t  a lso  by  c i t i zens
of  o ther  denominat ions .  Eden Co lv i l le ,  the  govern-
ment  o f f i c ja l ,  wro te :  " l t  i s  hard  to  unders tand why
there is so much prejudice toward the Cathol ic
miss ionar ies .  I  nus t  say  they  are  be t te r  than the
menbers of our Church in their disinterestedness and
the j r  ab i l i t y  !o  adap t  to  the  spec ia )  cond i t i ons  o f
th i s  cou  n  t r  v .  " )a

"Spec ia l  cond i t ions  o f  th is  count ry ! "  The
s is te rs  s t i l l  had  much to  learn  about  then.  In  1852
they experienced the ravages of the Red River when
i ts  banks  over f lowed.  "0ur  conmuni ty  was beg inn ing
to  be  we l l  se t t led  in  our  b ig  house,  "  wro te  Mothen
Valade,  "when_-on Apr i l  27  d isas ter  s t ruck  fear  in to
a l  I  hear ts ,  " ) )  F loodwaters  car r ied  away houses ,
barns ,  fences ,  b r idges  and f i rewood.  __The B ishop 's
res idence sa t  in  f  i - ve  fee t  o f  water ,56  0n  Mav '12
there took place the profession of Sj l ter Lesp6rince
under  the  name "S is te r  Youv i l l e . " ) /  Dur ing  the
ceremony, the sound of waves under the f loor of the
chaoe l  cou ld  be  heard .  I t  rvas  a  f ine  occas ion  fo r
the  new s is te r  to  be  reminded tha t  t ime is  a  sh io  and
not  a  res t ing  p1ace.  The w ind  became so  s t rong- tha t
the  who le  house shook .  The s is te rs  took  re fuge on
the second f loor where they welcomed the Galarneau,
Neron and La t re i l le  fami l ies .  Mass  was o f fe red  a t
the roof- loft  by Father Bernond who had succeeded
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Father  Auber t  as  chap la in .  I t  was  necessary  to  maKe
open ings  jn  the  f loor  o f  the  f i rs t  s to rey  in -order  to
avor0  oamage.

The ravages o f  the  f lood  were  inca lcu lab le .
Peop le  and an imals  had to  f lee  to  the  pra i r ies  on
whatev_er  h i11s  they  cou ld  f ind .  For tunatd ly ,  no  loss
o f  l j fe  was.  repor ted .  The church  and the  B ishop 's
house served as  pub l ic  she l te rs  un t i l  May 20  when the
r iver  receded.  By  the  end o f  June i t  wa i  poss ib le  ro
sow bar ley  and po ta toes ,  The B ishop no tad  tha t  the
damages were much greater than in 1826 because the
popu la t ion  had grown so  nuch.  0n  June 1  the  s is te rs
were  ab le  to  rega in  possess ion  o f  the i r  convent :  f i ve
days  la te r  the  

- land 
was a lmost  d ry .s8

The co lony  was s t i l - l  recover ing  f ro rn  th is
mjs to r tune when B ishop Tache came back  f rom the  Eas t
aften a journey just as bad as that endured by Mother
Va lade.  To  h is  ne t ropo l i tan  in  quebec,se  

- the  
new

Bishop remarked,  "Never  had anvone w i th  a  t i t le  as
h igh  as  mine  been so  qu ick ly  su-nk  in  the  nud on  tha t
long tr ip.." The young Bishop of only 28 years of age
was exper ienc ing  the  t r ia ls  o f  a  shepherd .  I t  was
not  w i thout  anx ie ty  tha t  he  re tu rned to  I le - i - la -
Crosse in  the  conpany o f  Fa ther  Gro l l ie r  w i th  Fa ther
Albert Lacornbe was going on to Fort Edmonton,60

Before  leav ing  St .  Bon i face ,  B ishop Tach6 had
been grea t ly  upset  when he  read Ar t i c le  V I I  o f  the
s is te rs '  new Const i tu t ions  fo r  i t  exc luded keep ing
board ing-  schoo ls  and day  schoo ls  wh ich  cha i -ge t
tu i t ion  fees ,oa  He wro te  to  Mother  Cou ee  on  Ju lv
4, IB52z "Your sisters here want to be total l-v
unjted to you in one community, but you must under--
s tand tha t  a  board ing  schoo l  i s  essent ia l  fo r  the i r
very  ex is tence in  these par ts . , '

Mother Valade dreaded the consequences this
ar t i c le  cou ld  b r ing .  Th ings  were  bad '  in  genera l
a t te r  the  te f f ib le  f lood .  She wro te  to  the  suoer io r
gener"al to tel l  her of how this was to be i  vear
without,harves.t.  "The waters had swept everything
away. "oz Was i t  necessary to extinguisi the woiks oi
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the  communi ty  in  S t ,  Bon i face  on  account  o f  Ar t i c le
V I I  o f  the  Cons t i tu t ions?

Bishoo Provencher  shared th is  anx ie tv .  To  te l l
the  t ru th ,  

' th is  
a r t i c le  seened to  s t r i ke-  a  b low a t

a l l  he  he ld  dear .  A f te r  a l l ,  he  had spend twenty -
f ive years looking for sisters to operate a school
sys ten  in  h is  d iocese.  How cou ld  th is  apos to la te  be
renounced in  v jew o f  a l l  the  good be ing  acconp l ished
among the peop 1e?

Th is  wor ry  pers is ted  dur ing  the  las t  days  o f
the  Gjan t  o f  the  West .  Dur ing  May.  a f te r  the  ann i -
versary of his departure fron Lachine in 1818, the
Bishop had to  take  to  h is  bed,  He rap id ly  go t  worse .
To the  Dr ies ts  who a t tended h im he sa id :  "See tha t
the  s is te rs  do  no t  lack  any th ing  un less  lhp  d iocese
j tse l f  runs  ou t  comple te ly  o f  resources . "o r

S is te r  Lagrave was ass igned to  be  h is  beds ide
nurse .  In  her  p resence he  exp i red  a t  11 :00  p .m.  on
June 6, the feast of the patron saint of the bishop
"who was no t  on ly  a  p r ies t  bu t  a lso  a  g ian t ;  no t  jus t
a  svmbol  bu t  a  oerson i f i ca t ion  o f  our  race  in  th is
rn i l ieu , "  as  Father  Dugr6  was to  wr i te .64

I t  was  w i th  deeo fee l inq  tha t  the  s is te rs
agreed w i th  the  pub l ic '  p ra ise  ! i ven  by  S i r  George
Si rnpson:  "Dur ing  h is  pub i i c  carger  B ishop Provencher
showed himself a fr iend of order and of good govern-
ment. He did everything in his power to pronote the
conmon good. . .  As  fo r  h is  persona l  charac ter ,  the
widespread fee l ings  o f  g r ie f  caused by  h is  loss
prov ide  a  touch ing  proo f  o f  h is  goodness  and h is
generos i ty . . .  For  rnyse l f  persona l ly ,  I  say  he  was
always-gry esteemed fr iend whose company I enjoyed so
much. "o )

The sisters learned from Bishop Provencher how
an authent ic  apos t le  keeps  the  fa i th  and remains  fu l l
of hope jn the midst of the most trying circumstances
and that an apostle expresses love by a total gif t  of
se l f  to  the  miss ion  en t rus ted  to  h im,  Tr ia ls  w i l l
orove that the sisters have learned to "walk in the
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dank"  wi thout  ever  los ing conf idence in  the 
' l  
ight .
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CHAPTER FOUR - 1854-1863

Ar t i c le  V I I  o f  the  Const i tu t ions ,  the  one
forb idd jnq  the  opera t ion  o- f  a  board ing  schoo l  o r  a
i .hoo i  wt r i c t r  cha iged fees , l  d id  no t  cease. to  be  the
iource  o f  p rob le rn i  and d i f f i cu l t ies .  Had the .  s is te rs
no i  io t "  t ' o  S t .  gon i face  prec ise ly . to  g ive  Chr is t ian

"Or . i i i on  
to  ch i ld ren? i t  was  bad enqugh. tha t - they

h; ; -h ;d  to  g ive  up  teach ing .  Eng l ishz  .s ince  lB49;
wou ld  i t  now 6e necdssary  to  g ive  up  teach ing  French?
ih .  r .u ton  tha t  Eng l ish-had to  be  g iven up-was tha t
i l t t t .  lu i .unce ha i  been requ i red  fo r  S t '  F ranEo is -
iaui"r unA Sister St-Joseph had .been ass-igned to
novice formation. The recruits who cane from Mon-
l rea l  cou ld  speak  Eng l ish  bu t  no t  we l l  enou.gh  to
i"ui i '  in that ' languag-e. Fortunately the corning- of
5 i i i " r  i "p in  f rom-Moi t rea l ,  o f  S is te r  Cuman. f ron
Ot ta*u .  a t id  a lso  o f  Miss  Marguer i te  Dunn f rom o t tawa,
; i i fud  th is  p rob lem to  be  so lved fo r  the  t ime be ing '
r l iul i i - l . i t  Mdntreal Ju' ly 6, 1852, thev reached the
Red River on Septernber 11 of the sane year'

0n October 13 of the previous year, . the sisters
naa oroieeAea to elect th6 rnembers of the counci l  '
uo i i rJ r  va laOe cont inued in  her  o f f i ce ,  S is te - r  S t -
ioi"pt Ue.ume assistant superior, an-d SisteroLafrance
iook '  over  the  pos i t ion  o f  nov ice  d i rec to r ' '  0n  the
i i . i t  ot Septerirber, 1851, Sister Lagrave had writ ten
that they now had postal service and that comnuntca-
t ion  wou id  be  rnuch 'more  rap id .  Never the less , .  i t  was
not  known unt i l  the  beg inn ing  o f  1854 who had re -
o laced Mother  Cout lee  a t  the  he l rn  o f  the  grey  sh ip '
The s is te rs  learned o f  the  e lec t ion  o f  Mother  Ju l ie
Descharnps as superior general when she had sent the
t i t "  o i  Mother  d 'Youv j l l e  wr i t ten  by  Mr .  M ' -E '
Fa i l lon .4  She addressed a  le t te r  a t  the  same t ime to
B jshop Tache and the  s is te rs .

The interest that had in the past been shown by
the  new super io r  fo r  the  miss ions  gave promise  tha t
i trerJ woutb be a speedy solut ion to -the problem of
schools. But a worse froblem arose for the sisters
o f  S t ,  gon i face .  I t ' fe l l  to  the  lo t  o f  Mother
Deschanps to preside over the separation of the
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thereto_fore united congregation. She entered off ice
tu  |  |  0 t  hope and had ac tua l  i y  convened a  second
genera l  chapter  to  be  he ld  in  Mo i r t rea l .s  Inv j ta t ions
! id  gone ou t  to  S t .  Hyac in the ,  to  S t .  Bon i face ,  ro
Ot tawa and to  Quebec.  To  her  jn tense reqre t ,  the
chapter  had to  be  ca l led  o f f .  Th js  was as-a  resu l t
o f  a  dec is ion  by  the  b ishops  in  counc i l  tha t  each
b ishop shou ld  have h is  own separa te  congreoat ion  o f
Grey  Nuns sub jec t  to  the  ind iv idua l  b ishop is  super -
v i s ion .

Mother Deschamps wrote: , , I  feel I  rnust tei l
you that we are required to face the fact. as told to
us  by  B ishop Bourget ,  t ia t  you  w i l l  each be  indepen-
dent  communi t ies .  I t  j s  a  fa i t  accornp l i .  A l though
with deep regret we must submit to this new order 5f
th ings . . .  Whatever  may be  the  des igns  o f  d iv ine
Prov idence,  we w i l l  do  every th ing  in  our  power  to
ensure  tha t  the  bonds o f  char i ty -wh jch  un i ie  us  to
one another  w i l l  a lways  be  s t rengthened;  tha t  the
re la t jonsh jp  be tween us  sha l l  a lwavs  be  tender "  ano
affect ionate as becomes daughters of the sanre Motner,
We s tand in  read iness  to  rehder  a l l  poss ib le  serv ice
in  good f r iendsh ip .  Those s is te r i  who have naoe
their profession in Montreal are free to return or to
remain in their new community. The mother house
reserves the r- ight_ to recal l  them but without pre-
jud ice  to  the  f reedom o f  each s is te r . ' ,

Th is  le t te r  o f  September  4  f i l l ed  Mother  Va lade
wi th  d isnay .  She dec ided no t  to  te l l  the  s is te rs  o f
the  news un t i l  she  cou ld  d iscuss  i t  w i th  B ishoo Tach6
who was coming to  take  possess ion  o f  h is  d io iese  in
the  au tumn,  He ar r i ved  in  S t .  Bon i face  on  Novemoer
3  and,  two days  la te r ,  he  was o f f i c ia l l y  ins ta l  led  in
h is  ca thedra l .  I t  was  B ishop Tache who had the
d is t ress fu  l  task  o f  te l  l  ing  the  s is te rs  o f  the  news.
0n Novernber 10 he wrote 1o the Montreal superior
genera l ,  " I  adrn i re  the  courage o f  your  s is te rs . , ,

The B ishop was surpr ised  tha t  Mr .  Fa i l lon  in
h is  book  had no t  even nent ioned the  rn iss ions  founded
before the end of the period about which he wrote,
He asked Mother Descharnps what she could make of
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th is ,  bu t  the  super io r  genera l  assured h i rn  tha t  the
orn is i ion  had no t  been p lanned and tha t  cer ta in ly  i t
was not made because of the events that were to
fo l low.  She to ld  h im tha t ,  accord ing  to  B ishop
Bouroet  as  we l l  as  the  o ther  b ishops  o f  the  prov ince ,
any f iope-of a proiect of reunion would be dooned to
fa i lu re ,o

As for Mother Valade, strong and worthy as
a lways ,  she  d id  no t  rn ince  words .  She wro te :  " I f  I
had  i ro  o ther  reason to  do  so ,  I  wou ld  s t i l l  acknow-
ledqe rece ip t  o f  your  las t  le t te r  i f  on ly  to  be  ab le
to  ie l l  you ' tha t  i t  p rodqced in  our  hear ts  no  sent i -
ment other than regret. " '

Accord ing  to  an  o ld  say ing ,  "God tenpers  the
wind  to  the  ihorn  lamb, "  Prov idence,  once aga in ,
' in te rvened.  The Bro thers  o f  the  Chr is t ian  Schoo ls
cane to St. Boniface in the sumner of 1854' The
s is te rs  there fore  found thernse lves  re l ieved o f  the
need to  ma in ta jn  a  schoo l  fo r  boys .  The newly
ar r i ved  educators  o rgan ized the i r  c lassroorns  in  the
Bishop 's  house and taught  there  un t i l  the  cons t ruc-
t ion  o f  a  co l lege  was  comple ted .  In  the .B ishop 's
house a lso  l i ved  Father  V i ta l  Grand in  and Bro ther
Bowes, both of whom were to have fruit ful careers in
the  land o f  the i r  adopt ion '  0n  the  o ther  hand,
Father Lafleche left  for Lower Canada after having
sDent a dozen vears in missionary work. He had not
abcepted to be-come coadjutor bishop in St. Boniface
but  in  fu tu re  he  wou ld  be  ca l led  to  the  ep iscopate  as
B ishoo o f  Three R ivers .E  When he le f t ,  the  s is te rs ,
espec ia lJy  the  p ioneers ,  - reca l led  the  prov ident ia l
enLounter -w i th  Fe ther  La f leche in  1844 when the  young
priest had nade a stretcher to carry Sister Lagrave
i f te r  her  in ju ry .  And they  a lso  reca l . led  a l l  the
other services of the priest who had been of so much
he lp  a t  the  t ' ime o f  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the i r  con-
vent !

In  the  spr ing  o f  tB55 S is te r  Pep in ,  who had
arrived in the West less than two years before,
returned to Montreal in accordance with the author!-
zation contained in the letter of Mother Deschamps.e
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Th is  t ime aga in ,^  Prov idence supp l ied  the  vacancy .
Mother Bruyere of Bytown agreed to send some teh-
porary  he1p.  The s is te rs  wou ld  be  ' ,on  loan, '  fo r
three years after which they would have to return to
Ot tawa.  Th is  cond i t ion  seerned to  be  fa i r  enouoh and
was read i l y  accepted .  Two yqry  ab le  s is te rs ,  S is te rs
Ste-Therese and Ste-Mar ie lu ,  thus  ar r i ved  in  S t .
Bon i face  on  October  2 ,  i855 .  A lmost  a t  once.  the
la t te r  was  sent  as  a  teacher  to  S t .  F ranQois -Xav ie r
and the forner devoted herself  to the care of the
s ick  in  the  Red R iver  Set t lement .

But  Prov idence d id  no t  s top  there .  March  10 .
iB54 marked the  en t ry  o f  M iss  Marguer i te  Dunn,  i
teacher  who had fe l t  she  was no t  su i ted  to  the
re l ig ious  ̂ l i fe  on  account  o f  a  congen i ta l  de formi ty
of her left  arm. Having come West the year befor6
wj th  S js te r  Cunan,  Miss  Dunn proved her - ta len ts  as
a  teacher  and found tha t  she-d id  have a  re l iq ious
vocat jon  and assuned a  la rge  par t  o f  the  works  i i  the
community. She took the narne Sister Marje-Xavier
when she made her  f ina l  p lo fess ion  in  the  serv jce  o f
God on  January  21 ,  1856.1r  In  the  nov j t ia te  she was
rep laced by  Miss  A lpJree  Toup in-Dussau l t ,  l i kewise  a
nat  i  ve  o f  the  Eas t . rz

Bishop Tache for some t ime now had formed the
pro jec t  o f  p lac ing  Grey  Nuns in  every  pos t  o f  h is
vas t  d iocese.  The pas tor  o f  S t .  Bon i face ,  as  h is
predecessor  d id ,  he id  the  f i rm conv ic t ion  tha t  no
las t ing  work  cou ld  be  accompl  i shed w i thout  the
Chr is t ian  educat ion  o f  the  vounqer  qenera t ion .
Moreover, he recognized that iuch 

-a 
vait  diocese

needed a  coad ju to r .  Wi th  th is  in  mind ,  he  wenr  ro
Europe to  p rese.n j  the  cand jda te  o f  h is  cho ice ,  Fa ther
V i ta l  Grand in . r r  0n  h is  re tu rn  t r i p  he  s topped  a t
Montreal to p' lead with Mother Descharirps the chuse of
his very _own Grey Nuns. The Bishop wls greeted with
a cordial welcome and an eagerness to do whatever
possible to have the two cornmunit ies come toqether.
A f te r  fu l l y_  d iscuss ing  na t te rs  w i th  B ishop B6urger ,
nother Descfranps, who had been pained bv the wfrole
s i tua t ion , ra  was  ab le  to  te l l  B ishop  Tac ie  i t  wou ld
be poss ib le  to  have the  d is tan t  miss ion  reun i ted  ro
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the mother house. Arrned with her prornise, Bishop
Tache confidently made the return tr ip. to the -t ' lest
accomoan ied  bv  l i i s  new recru i ts :  Fa ther  LeF loch ,
Bro thbr  C lu t , -  a  sch-o-1as t ic ,  and the  1ay  bro thers
Sa lasse and Pereard .15  I f  he  had h is  way he  wou ld
have proceeded w j thout  any  s tops ,  bu t  t rave l  l ing
takes  t ime,  Corn ing  f rom St '  Pau l ,  he  acqu i red  a
car r iage fo r  h is  g rey  daughters ,  a  car r iage.w i thout
spr ing i  o r  sea ts  6u t -w i th -a  good bu f fa lo  sk in  wh ich
qiu" iome comfort.  Arr iving-home, he was surprised
lo cross the Red River on a ferry boat and he took
note of the soldiers who had been instal le-d at Fort
Gany to ensure the peace of the country.ro

News of the reunion with Montreal bnought tears
o f  iov  to  a l l  the  s is te rs .  Mother  Va lade expressed
their-sentiments when she wrote on December 2 to Mr.
Bonn issant :  "The re tu rn  o f  our  B ishop has  g iven us
cause for joy and happiness as has the wonderful
reo lv  q iven  io  h is  reques t  to  have us  re jo in  the
molh6r -house.  We have w ished fo r  th is  w i th  as  nuch
in tens i ty  as  fo rner ly  we fe l t  g r ie f  a t  the  f i rs t .news
of  our  separa t ion ,  "  Mr .  Bonn issant  was tne  5u  lp lc ran
who was ass igned to  the  Grey  Nuns as  the i r  sp i r i tua l
d i  rector .

Negot' iat ions proceeded between the Bishop of
St .  Bon iTace and Mr .  Bonn issant .  The ques t ion  o f
board inq  schoo ls  was reso lved by  permi t t ing  the i r
cont inu ince  un t i l  such  t ime as  there  wou ld  a r r i ve  in
the west a comnunity devoted primari ly to teaching.
I t  was  a lso  agreed tha t  S t .  Bon i face  wou ld  re ta in  i t s
nov i t ia te  so-  long  as  communjca t ions  wou ld  rena in
d j f f i cu l t  be tween-Red R iver  and the  Eas t . l /  B ishop
Tach6 suqqested  the  example  o f  o ther  ins t i tu tes
shou ld  be ' fo l  lowed by  hav i lg  the  congregat ion  d iv ided
i  n to  canon ica  1  p rov  i  nces .  lo

As  fo r  the  ques t ion  o f  the  " f i l l es  donn6es" ,
those admirable workers who asked to serve only in
the most hurnble of employments, the Bishop presented
h js  po in t  o f  v iew:  "Ca l l ing  them 1ay  s is te rs  migh t
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be precise but is not satisfactory. The two we have
here  are  f ine  g i r l s  who have been au thor ized  to  take
s imp le  vows so  tha t  the  young men w i l l  be  d iscouraged
from showering them with prop-osa1s of rnarr iage, | ' le
ca l  I  them,  s  imp ly ,  s i s te r i .  " l e

-  These  po in ts  hav ing  been  c la r i f i ed ,  B ishop
Tache au thor ized  Mr ,  Bonn issant  to  dnaw uo the  ac t  o f
union and announced that Mother Valade wduld be sent
to Montreal duriqg the summer to append her signature
to the document . zv

The 5 t .  Bon i face  B ishop nade spec ia l  ment ion  in
his correspondence of the generosity of the sisters
of Bvtown "who endured manv sacri f ices in order ro
come- to  our  a id . "21  To Moiher  Bruyere ,  herse l f ,  he
expressed h is  apprec ia t ion  when he  to ld  her  o f  the
reun ion  o f  the  convent  a t  S t .  Bon i face  w i th  " the
crad le"  o f  the  ins t i tu te  where  the  mor ta l  rena ins  o f
the  Foundress  were  kept .  He sa id ,  "A l l  the  s is te rs
here join me jn a deei feel ing of recognit^ion of the
serv ices  g jven by  the  0 t tawa house.  "zz  Mother
Bruyere  d isp layed a  wonder fu l  sp i r j t  when she wro te
to  Mother  Va lade on  March  5 ,  say ing :  " I  can  neven be
jea lous  o f  the  Mont rea l  s is te rs .  They  are  our
mothers .  I  have a lways  taken the  pos i t ion  tha t  I
wanted union between your community and ours only to
the  ex ten t  tha t  i t  i s  in  vour  in te res ts  to  have such
un ion . "

Poor Mother Valade! The prospect of yet
another voyage to Montreal was daunting. I t  cost her
a great deal to leave especial ly when Sister Lagrave
was ser ious ly  i l l . z r  Fur thermore  a  new work  had jus t
begun. The classes occupied by the boys had been
transformed into an orphanaqe to which Bishoo Tache
led four young proteged on iebruary 18.24 Hoi,r,  could
she fo rge t  a l l  the  mis fo r tunes  wh ich  had be fa l len  ner
on her  las t  t r ip  in  1850? 8u t  courage preva i led  and
on June I she left  her adopted land in the company of
S is te r  Franqo is -Xav je r  and o f  th ree  s tudents  wnom
Bishop Tachf  was send inq  Eas t  to  s tudv :  Lou is  R ie l
oan i"i rlioorq;li ;;d- i-oi, i' Gri,ri ii. rv' T;;-;;.;;;;;
of these young people eager to see and to touch
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every th ing  was no t  par t i cu la r ly  res t fu l ;  the  hea l th
of Mother Va.lade fai led so badly that there was grave
concern about her.26 However-, she ral l ied bv- the
t ime they  reached la  Po in te -a- ia l  l i e res  on  Ju ly  5  a t
5 :00  p .m.  She was we lcomed w i th  open arms and she
d id  no t  de lay  to  take  up  the  ques t ion  o f  un ion  w i th
Mother Deschanps whom she had former 1y- i  n i  t  i  ated to
her  ro le  as  t r 'easurer  a t  Chateauguay.2T Every th ing
went  so  we l l  tha t  the  n iss ionarv  was ab le  to  v is i t
the  sur round ing  houses  tha t  h ;d  been es tab l i shed
s ince  she had gone West .

0n Septenber 8, 1858, the feast of the Nativi ty
of Mary, there took place the signing of the concor-
da t  w i th  B ishop Bourget  p res id ing  a long w i th  Mr .
Bonn issant  and another  Su lp ic ian ,  Mr .  Rousse lo t ,
Fol lowing the cerenony, Mother Valade was surrounded
by the  s is te rs  in  f ra te rna l  g ree t ing .  B ishop Bour -
ge t ,  on  h is  way to  a  s ick  ca l l  w_ i tnessed the  scene
ind  gave  i t  h i i  sm i l i ng  approva1 .28

Seven s js te rs  were  commiss ioned to  jo in  Mother
Va lade and her  dozen comDanions  who wou ld  s iqn  the
concordat the fol lowing Novenber,2e 0n f i ' iday,
September 17, the St. Boniface superior set off  for
the  d js tan t  rea lms w i th  S is te rs  Dandurand,  Roya l ,
Lass isseraye,  Enery ,  Lamy and A lphonse,  together  w i th
four  vo lun teers ,  Math i lde  Tour .g .pgeau,  Sara  Ga larneau,
Ju l ie  Raby and Luce For t ie r . ru  A  young lady  narned
McKenzie was proceeding to join her grandfather at
Red R iver ;  she  was so  inpressed v1 ! th  the  sp j r i t  tha t
she wanted  to  becone a  Catho l i c . r r

Th is  t ime,  there  was no  ques t ion  o f  Mother
Va lade wa i t ing  four  weeks  fo r  the  coming o f  the
wagon- t ra in .  bn  order  o f  B ishop Tache,  e i [h t  car ts
had gone to  S t .  Pau l  to  b r ing  back  the  con! inqent
wh ic l i  a r r i ved  a t  S t .  Bon i fac6  October  29 .32  

-The

ceremony of welcome at -the general hospital was
impressive as Bishop Tache, sunounded by members of
h is  c le rgy  sanq the  Te Deum as  the  s is te rs  w iped away
[ears oT Joy, --

Both  the  convent  and the  B ishoo 's  house were
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burs t ing  w i th  peop le .  There  were  s ix ty  persons  in
the forrner and forty in the latter. Special care had
to be taken !q make sure there was enough for every-
body  to  ea t .  34

Very  soon,  Mother  Va lade was ab ie  to  announce
to Mother Deschamps that yet another new work had
been under taken.  She wro te :  "You shou ld  have seen
the  process ion  tha t  t rave l  led  up  the  Red R iver  on  the
morn ing  o f  December  30 .  I t  was  led  by  a  f ine  car -
r iage with two horses driven by Bishop Tache accom-
panied by Father Mestre. Then there were ten car-
r " iages  ac t ing  as  escor ts  fo r  two I i t t le  Grey  Nuns
go ing  to  es tab l i sh  the  miss ion  o f  S t .  Norber t .  These
were Sisters Laurent and Dandurand. There were about
thirty horsemen who shot off  a salvo of gunfire when
they  reached St ,  Norber t ,  the  par ish ioners  o f  wh ich
expressed deep thanks  to  H is  Exce l lency  fo r  the  g i f t
which be granted thern after so many sol ici tat ions by
them. , ,35  

-

I f  there  was one s is te r  who was f i l l ed  w i th  joy
a t  the  re tu rn  o f  Mother  Va lade and her  new recru i ts ,
j t  was Sist^el Lagrave who suffered a stroke during
the winter.ro For lono vears because of the nature
o f  her  work  as  a  nurs6 , -  she  had many occas ions  to
wi tness  the  onset  o f  death .  She cou ld  now recogn ize
the  symptoms in  herse l f  and so ,  w i thout  undu ly
alarming her companions, she prepared for the great
depar tu re ,  See ing  the  new recru i ts ,  most  o f  them in
the i r  twent jes ,  she  had good reason to  hope tha t  her
work begun in 1844 would be prolonged and extended in
the West. As a natter of fact, there was already
ta lk  o f  open ing  a  new miss ion  a t  I le -a - la -Crosse
where  B jshop Grand in  was v icar ,  bu t  the  B ishop o f  S t .
Bon i face  judged tha t  th is  p ro jec t  shou ld  be  de fer red .
He thought  i t  bes t  ins tead !q  d i rec t  the  new foun-
dresses toward Lac Ste-Anne. "

For quite a few years now, people were dis-
cussing a projected annexation to Canada. The
populat ion was increasiqg; there was steamboat
serv ice  on  the  Red R iver ; ro  the  B ishop was anx ious
to  ob ta in  fo r  the  new c i t i zenry ,  espec ia l l y  fo r  h is
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dear Amerindians, whatever advantages might come to
St ,  Bon i face .  In  a  le t te r  to  Mr .  S .  J .  Dawson da ted
February  7 ,  1859,  B ishop Tache wro te ,  " I t  wou ld  be
hard to exaggerate the work being done by this
conmunity of Grey Nuns. They have a boarding school
fo r  young lad ies  who rece ive  an  educat ion  qu i te  the
equa l  o f  tha t  g iven  to  midd le -c lass  g i r l s  in  the  most
advanced count r ies .  They  a lso  have an  orphanage w i th
f i f teen  l i t t le  o rphans en t j re ly  dependent  on  these
s is te rs  who sacr i f i ce  themse lves  on  beha l f  o f  the i r
charges ,  Bes ides  a l l  tha t ,  they  are  busy  he lp ing  the
sick. During the year extending fron 0ctober 1857 to
0ctober 1858 they have cared for L57 persons at home,
they have treated 150 out-patients and admitted
twenty -one in -pa t ien ts ,  a l l  f ree  o f  charge. "

B ishop Tach6 was no t  the  on ly  one to  s ing  the
ora ises  o f  the  s is te rs ,  Count  Southesk  wro te  in  h is
journa' l  :  "We had the great pleasure of being present
wh i le  some o f  S is te r  Cur ran 's  pup i l s  p layed on  the
p iano.  I t  was  surpr is ing  to  me to  see 5gch ta len ted
i iano p lay ing  in  so  remoie  a  count ry .  "3e  The Count
may a lso  have heard  the  pup i ls  p lay  on  the  accord ion ,
an  ins t rument  we l l  seen by  Mother  Va lade who sa id ,
"p ro f i c iency  a t  the  accord ion  conf i rns  among the
peop le  our  reputa t ion  fo r  be ing  g !1e  to  do  every th ing
and be ing  ignorant  o f  no th ing .  "qu

M.  de  Sa laber ry  jo ined jn  the  chorus  o f  p ra ise
of  the  s is te rs  when on  August  1 ,  a t  the  examinat ions
which  te rmina ted  the  schoo l  year ,  he  expressed "h is
surorise and even astonishment to see such a denons-
t ra t ion  o f  learn ing  a t  Red R iver ,  " . -as  Mother  Va lade
reoorted in a letter to Montreal.qr To read these
l ines  one wou ld  never  th ink  tha t  a t  the  convent  and
in  the  d jocese there  ex is ted  a  c l ina te  o f  anx ie ty .
As  S js te r  Lagrave 's  career  came to  an  end,  she
suffered extremely. Mother Valade wrote, "No one has
dry  eyes  today ,  And ye t  i t  i s  t ru ly  conso l ing  to  see
how res igned th is  dear  s is te r  i s  to  dea- th .  She does
not wanf us to feel sorry for her. "42 Five days
ear l ie r ,  Ju ly  28 ,  Mother  Va lade announced in  a  le t te r
to Mother Deschanos that she herself  "was taken with
cancer ,  expressed the  w ish  o f  be ing  rep laced in  her
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pos j t ion  so  as  to  be  ab le  to  go  to  Mont rea l  in  search
of  a  cure , "  bu t  she  had soon changed her  mind ,  say ing
she was go ing  to  res ign  herse l f  to  whatever  God wou ld
be p leased to  do  w i th  her  whether  she shou ld  l i ve  o r

These were  hero ic  t ines  fo r  the  convent ,  0n
August 3 Sisters Emery, Larny and Alphonse were to
leave the  co lony  fo r  Lac  Sa in t -Anne.  A t  the  reques t
of Sister Lagrave, they bade her adieu in her room
since she sa id  she wou ld  no t  have the  s t renoth  nex t
day to see them off.  The very day after th6y 1eft,
August  4 ,  S is te r  Lagrave d ied  a t  4 :40  a .m,  " in  deep
peace w j th  en t i re  submiss ion  to  and conf idence in  the
wi l l  o f  God.  Even i f  we ourse lves  had never  seen her
char i ty  in  ac t ion ,  the  tears  o f  so  many who have
nece ived her  love  wou ld  be  oroo f  in  themse lves  o f  the
ex ten t  o f  her  immense serv ices .  "43

The pa in  o f  th is  leave- tak ing ,  a l though fo re-
seen, was jnte_ns-if ied by the recal l  to 0ttawa of
S is te rs  S te-Ther ise  and Ste-Mar ie ,  Evervone wou ld
have been en thus ias t ic  i f  they  cou ld  bu t  s [ay ,  bu t  i t
was felt  necessary to respect the term of the loan by
Ottawa. The three years had in fact expired the year
before. So the two sisters began their journey back
to  the  Eas t  w i th  B ishop Grand in .  However ,  the  peop le
o f  the  co lony  were  no t  in  agreement  w i th  th is  reca l l
o f  the i r  "Dodtor " ,  S is te r  S t i - therese.  Mother  Va lade
and a companion proceeded to St. Norbert to bid thern
goodbye, completely unaware of the plot that was
being implenented by a determined group. Led by
Lou js  R je l ,  Sen ior ,  sone o f  the  Met is  a rnbushed S is te r
Ste-Therese and forced her into a cart where Miss
Celeste Lagirnodiere brought her back to St. Boniface
as  a  "p r isoner " .  For  the  s is te rs ,  they  were  so
surp | i sed  a t  th js  tunn o f  events ,  they  asked j f  i t
cou ld  be  a  s ign  o f  the  end o f  the  wor l i laa

The d is tu rb ing  news about  S is te r  Lagrave
persuaded Mother Deschanps to send to St. Boniface
Sis te r  E th ie r  and S js te r  Pep in ,  the  la t te r  resuming
miss ionary  work  in  the  f ie ld  o f  her  f i rs t  v ineyard .
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These two embarked on thejr journey on September 15
just eight days before the news reached Montreal that
Mother  Va lade had cancer .  Th is  thunderbo l t ,  as
Mother  Deschamps ca l led  i t ,  b rought  about  a  qu ick
decision. Mother Descharnos decided to send off to
her  d js tan t  s is te rs  her  own ass js tan t  super io r ,
S is te r  .M-c l4u11en,  together  w i th  the  bursar ,  S is te r
C lap in ,a r  The la t te r  was  ou t  do ing  some shopp ing .
Inmediately, two messengers were dispatched to look
for her to brjng her back to the mother house as
qu ick)y  as  poss ib le .  In  less  than two hours ,  the  two
delegates were ready and set out in haste, hoping to
catch up to those who had already 1eft.  They did
ca tch  up  to  S is te rs  E th ie r  and Pep in  jus t  ou ts ide  St .
Paul on 0ctobel" 1 just as they were preparing to go
on to  Red R iver  by  car t .  As  S is te r  E th ie r  caught
s igh t  o f  S is te r "  McMul len  and her  compan ion ,  she
turned to  S is te r  Pep in  and sa id ,  " I  jus t  saw a  Grey
Nun go ing  by ! "  The o ther  sa id ,  "You nus t  be  see ing
th i  ngs . I  t  cannot be. " Both were so surpri  sed when
they  reached St .  C loud to  see the  Ass js tan t  Genera l
there .  A l l  four  jo ined together  fo r  the  f ina i  1ap o f
the  jou  rney .

Mother  McMul len ,  who had o f ten  thought  o f  go ing
to  Red R iver  ever  s ince  1840,  exper ienced on  her  t r ip
un forge t tab le  d i f f i cu l t ies .  They  had as  gu ides  men
who were not sure what route to take; they ran into
nudho les  f rom wh ich  the  oxen cou ld  scarce ly  be
extracted. Fear of the Sioux insoired Mother Mc-
Mul len  to  acqu i re  two guns  even though one o f  the
conductors  assured her :  "Do no t  be  a f ra id ,  S is te r .
We wi ] I  de fend vou.  l le  w i I I  be  dead be fore  vou. "
l , lhich, as Mother-McMullen wrote, rr,a s some consoli t ion
jndeed! The food supply was defective; they had
somet imes to  go  w i thout  d jnner .  To  top  i t  a l l  o f f ,
they  ran  in to  a  fo res t  f i re .  The s is te rs  had to
cover  thense lves  w i th  heavv  b lankets  fo r  fear  o f  the
sparks  wh ich  were  b lowing  ibout .  They  met  up  w i th  a
good Met is ,  Mr ,  Hamel in ,  who " reassured"  then.
tel l ing them they were very brave to proceed where a
longer wagon-train had just recently refused to go
on ,
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The forest f i re at least had the advantage of
encouraging the wagon drivers to speed up. At the
town o f  Sa in t -V incent ,  a  poor  l i t t le  hamle t ,  ra in  and
snow were encountered. At Pembina thev were received
by  some Met is  whom Mother  McMuj len  la id  were  f ine
people who were being appreciated more and more. 0n
November  2  the  B ishop 's  messenger  amived,  very
surpr ised  to  see four  s is te rs  ins tead o f  two.  H is
reoort soon reached St. Boniface where there was
jnLredu l  i t y ,  bu t  B ishop Tache sa id :  "Four  o r  twenty -
four ,  I  w i l l  be  happy to  rece ive  each one o f  them."

At last on November 3, in a horse-drawn vehi-
c1e,  they  found the  B ishop and 5 is te r  Dandurand
wait ing for them jn St. Norbert.  When they reached
St .  Bon i face ,  the  B ishop was announc ing  tha t  i t  was
real ly true, there were four of thern. He had the
bel ls oeal out a welcome. There had been t ime to
gather ' together  the  pup i ls ,  the  orphans,  the  poor  and
the  boarders  a l l  to  jo in  in  a  very  joyous  we lcome.
If  Mother Valade thought the state of her health nust
be  ser ious  indeed to  war ran t  the  ar r i va l  o f  the
Assistant General and a member of the general coun-
c j l ,  . she  sa id  no th ing .  Her  courage had reached the
nero r c oegree ,

S is te r  McMul len  has  recorded her  inoress ions  o f
the l lest. She found the convent at St. Norbert very
f ine  w i th  a  good house bu i l t  there .  She a lso  found
St .  Bon i face  in  good shape a l though she sa id  the
scarcity of resources hampered the work that could be
done.  She remarked tha t  " i f  our  s is te rs  cou ld
en la rge  the i r  house,  how many ch i ld ren  they  cou id
rece ive  w i th in  i t l "  She was ex t rene ly  ed i f ied  by  the
respectful demeanour of the faithful at church and
descr ibed the  popu la t ion  as  be ing  a f fab le  and we l l -
mannered.

Mother  McMu' l  len  was espec ia l l y  i rnpressed w i th
the  joy  and happ iness  wh ich  re igned in  the  convent
desp ' i te  ex t reme pover ty .  In  fac t  i t  was  th is  sp i r i t
o f  joy  and happ iness  tha t  encouraged S is te r  F ise t te
in her letter dated December 3, 1859, to ask the
favour  o f  be ing  ass igned fo rever  to  th is  miss ion .
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The Ass is tan t  Genera l  eas i l y  adapted  to  the
austere regime of Red River. In her turn she
inspired respect and admirat ion by her charity, her
piety and her good example, Mother ValaI! '  wroter
"We wi l l  a l l  be  so  sor ry  to  see her  leave. "ao  I t  was
proposed that Mother McMullen should take with her a
l i t t le  S ioux  Ind ian  q i r l  whose qodmother  she became.
Th js  was Ade le  Nebra ika .  Her  rn5 ther ,  however ,  wou ld
not  a l low her  daughter  to  go  in to  what  she fe l t  wou ld
be ex i le .  Mother  Va lade commented:  "The roads  are
good and the waters are low so I am sure the tr ip
back  w i l l  be  nuch eas ie r  than the  one they  exper i - .
enced in coning, " As a matter of fact, the journey
back was much easier. As they wgre proceeding,
Mother  McMul len  ne t  B ishop Grand inq /  a t  Crowing  on
his way back frorn Montreal with a group of mission-
ar jes  ies t ined fo r  I1e- i - la -Crosse. '  Three  Grey  Nuns
were part of the group, Sisters Agnes, Boucher and
Roche,  S is te r  Roche wou ld  y ie ld  her  p lace  in  the
group to  S is te r  Pep in .  These n iss ionar ies  le f t  fo r
the  Nor th  on  Ju ly -  30  w i th  the  two vo lun teers ,  Mar ie
Gascon and Ph i  lomene Be l is le .

In  sp i te  o f  the  precar iousness  o f  the  cond i -
t i ons  o f  l  i v ing ,  o f  the  d i f f j cu l t i es  o f  t rave l  and
the  long d is tance invo lved,  the  Grey  Nuns o f  Red
River  d id  no t  hes i ta te  to  push fo rward  the  f ron t ie rs
of their work. During that same autumn, on September
15,  they  opened a  miss ion  a t  a  pos !  then named
Roia ton- (now St .  V i ta l ) .  S is te r  L ;b r ;che  wro te  to
say  th is  p lace ,  about  a  mi le  and a  ha l f  f rom St .
Boniface, was expected.tp have a large number of poor
and ch  i  I  d ren  to  teach.+6

At the end of September, on the 26, Mother
Va lade,  who had no  i l lus ions  about  the  mal ign i ty  o f
her cancer, deemed it  best to bid goodbye to the
super io r  genera l ,  wr i t ing :  "The hour  i s  fas t  ap-
proach ing  when I  w i l l  no t  be  ab le  to  take  my pen in
mv hand.  I  have ou t  rnvse l f  in  the  hands o f  God and
arn  w i  I  I  i no  to  do  i i s  * i l  l .  "ae

* * *
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Mother  Va lade had been ed i f ied  a t  the  peacefu l
death of Sister Lagrave, Her turn had now-come to
show her companions an example of a strong soul
wa i t ing  fo r  the  end w i th  seren i ty .  She re fused a l l
preferential treatment and when she had to take to
her bed she took place in the comnon dormitory in a
spot  where  i t  was  poss ib le  to  have a  v iew o f  the
chape 1 .

Thene she was v is i ted  bv  S is te r  La f rance.  naned
as ac t ing  super ion  in  her  p1 ice .50  There  she re rn i -
n isced about  the  oas t  and a l l  tha t  had been accon-
p l i shed s ince  the  poor "  beg inn ings  in  1844.  There
were now f ive other houses of which three were
devoted  to  educat ion :  S t .  F rango is -Xav ie r ,  S t .
Norber t  and St .  V i ta l .  A t  Lac  Sa in te -Anne and a t
i le -a - la -Crosse there  rvas  bo th  teach ing  and car ing
for  the  s ick .  The board inq  schoo l  in  S t ,  Bon i face
was f lour ish ing .  The pub l ic  examinat jons  o f  Ju ly  26
had rece ived favourab le  no t ice  f rom the  Nor 'Wester ,
a newspaper which lgd recently been begun by sone
Pro tes tan t  ed i to rs . ) r

In  accordance w j th  the  d i rec t i ves  g iven by
Bishop Bounget  dur ing  the  chapter  o f  1849,  chron ic les
were  fa i th fu l  l v  ma in ta ined o f  the  events  tha t
occurred from day to day.s2 These chronicles are
pnec ious  sources  fo r  knowing the  l i fe  o f  the  congre-
gation in the l , lest.  So in them we can read how the
foundresses who left  St. Boniface for Lac Sainte-Anne
depar ted  August  3  and amived a t  the i r  des t ina t ion  on
Septernber 24. That was -the year before this one when
s is te rs  le f t  fo r  I le -a - la -Crosse on  Ju lv  30  and
reached the "Capital of Sol i tude" on October 4. The
bare facts set out in the journals surpass anything
tha t  cou  ld  be  inag ined.

The chron ic les  do  no t  record  on ly  t r iumphs.
There  js  regre t  jn  S t .  Bon i face  a t  the  loss  o f  the
Ero thers  o f  Chr is t ian  Schoo ls  who tvere  reo laced a t
the  Co l leg-e  by  the  Miss ionary  0b la tes  o f .Mary  Im-
macu la te .53  ihe  s is te rs  who 

-had 
been excused ' f ron

farm work since 1858 now had to make hay again,
because there were no farm hands. This heavv task
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was taken up  by  S is te r  C lap in  and S is te r  Cur ran '
S is te r  Cusson,  the  o f f i c ia l  weaver ,  had fa l len  v ic t in
to an accident. She was on her way to St. Vital
where  l i ved  the  mi l le r  o f  the  Se ine ,  Lou is  R ie l .
Th is  k ind  gent lemen wou ld  connect  her  sp inn ing-whee l
to  h is  w indmi l l  and  so  exped i te  the  work  o f  p repar ing
the yarn. 0n crossing the bridge, her horse broke
down and she was thrown about twelve feet, receiving
a b low to  her  head.  She fu l l y  expec ted  the  car r iage
to  fa l l  down on her  too  bu t ,  fo r tunate ly ,  the  horse
got  h imse l f  upr igh t .  She found tha t  her  kn j t t ing ,
wh ich  had been o laced bes ide  her ,  had no t  even
budged.  sa

The same letter, extracted from the chronicles,
has  a lso  a  few l jnes  b f  g rave  impor t :  "B ishop Tache
nust  go  to  v is i t  the  nor thern  n iss ions .  t . le  a re
a f ra jd  tha t  Mother  Va lade may d ie  in  h is  absence ' "

But  Mother  Va lade had s t i l l  to  exper ience more
sacr i f i ce  o f  the  k ind  tha t  nakes  peop le  ra ise  ques-
t ions  tha t  on ly  fa i th  can answer ,

0n December 3, Father Joseph Goiffon, a French
miss ionary  p r ies t  a t  Penb ina ,  was  rushed to  the
hosp i ta l .  En  rou te  to  h is  pos t  he  had had to  f igh t
aga ins t  a  f ie rce  s to rm wh ich  las ted  four  days  and
five nights. He had been saved fron certain death by
Mr. John Pritchard -[atheson, the brother of the
Ang l ican  Archb ishop.s )  H is  r igh t  foo t  was  anputa ted .
Ten days  la te r ,  h . i s  case was deened hope less .  H is
s ick  bed was p laced in  the  B ishop 's  res idence.
There, on the morning of Decenber 14, he heard the
cr ies  o f  f i re .  Two g i r l s ,  whose names have char i -
tably been omitted from the record, were making
candles. The caldron of rnolten wax left  unattended
on the  s tove  had bo i led  over  and the  wax fa l l ing  on
the red-hot stove had been set on f ire which spread
l i ke  l i gh tn ing .

A the  f i rs t  a1arm,  Father  Mest re  rushed in to
Father  Go i f fon 's  room to  save h in ,  bu t  he  sa id ,  "No,
no. Leave me. I  am useless. Go and save those who
can st i l l  be of service. " The rescue attempt pro
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ceeded nonethe less ;  amaz ing ly  the  co ld  ou ts ide  had
the effect of stopping a haemorrhqge that had been
threa ten ing  Father  Go i f fon 's  l i fe . )o  But  there  was
no way that the l i fe of poor Ducharme could be saved,
He died on the soot, The f ire soon soread to the
cathedra l .  M iche i  Mor in  a le r ted  the  pedp le .  Laymen
saved the  B lessed Sacranent ,  the  harmon ium,  the
master  a l ta r  and the  s ta tue  o f  the  B lessed V i ro in ,
S is te r  Gosse l in ,  a t  the  r j sk  o f  he r  1 i fe ,  was  ab l -e  to
save some of the sacred ornaments, As for Mother
Va iade,  she had the  courage to  p lace  herse l f  near  the
window wher"e she witnessed the destruction of the
church  w i th  i t s  tw in  tu r re ts  wh ich  s ince  1832 had
gu ided t rave l le rs  on  the  Red R iver .  Gone was th is
monurnent bui l t  for the glory of God by Eishop Pro-
vencher ,  th is  church  in  wh ich  the  who le  popu la t ion
had so  o f ten  ga thered,  th is  temple  wh ich  S is te r
Lagrave had embel  l  i shed w i th  decora t ions .  How
mysterious the ways of Providence are. Mother
Valade, forgetful of self  to the end, offered Father
Goi f fon  and the  0b la te  Fathers  the  hosp i ta l i t y  o f  the
convent .  The Fathers  took  on lv  the i r  nea ls  there
wh i le  they  s lep t  in  the  co ld  a t t l c  o f  the i r  co l lese .
Mr. McTavish, r iranager of the Hudson Bay Company, give
the  Ob. la tes  twe lve  woo l len  b lankets  to  he lo  them in
the i r  p lace  o f  re fuge.  He rendered o ther  serv ices  as
we1 i ,  wh i le  h is  w i fe ,  a  Ca tho l i c ,  gave  300  do l la rs  to
the  s is te rs  whom she c red i ted  w i th  hav inq  saved her
l i fe  jn  the  pas t .  Pro tes tan ts  and Cath6 l  j cs  a l i ke
expressed sympathy for those who had lost so much jn
the  f  i re .

When Bishop Tach6 returned from the North on
February 23, 186I ,  he had to look on the ruins of so
much. He had just spent forty-four nights under the
stars in the most r igorous of seasons, Now, without
say ing  a  word ,  he  went  to  knee l  in  s i lence a t  the
tomb of his predecessor, praying for courage. He was
surnounded by a great number who joined their tears
to  h is .

To Mother Valade who tr ied to exoress her
sympathy  to  h i rn ,  he  sa id :  " l  am happ ier  to  see you
a l ive  than I  wou ld  be  i f  I  cou ld  see mv ca thedra l
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aoa in . "57  Whv is  i t  tha t  d isas ters  so  ra re ly  s t r i ke
aione? In t l ie spring another f lood came to damage
houses ,  barns ,  c rops ,  once aga in  car ry ing  away
br idoe i  w i th  p i t i l e is  waves  o f  f loodwater . ' "  S t .
V i ta i  schoo l  had to  c lose  i t s  doors  temporar i l y .

A t  the  beg inn ing  o f  May,  desp i te  the  upheava l ,
there was a reception for two Hudson Bay post fac-
tors, Mr. Christ ie had been a great benefactor of
the  s is te rs  o f  Lac  Sa in te -Anne.  He was fac to r  a t
Edmonton.  Mr .  Campbe l l ,  f rom Athabaska,  had been
a lso  a  g rea t  f r iend  o f  the  rn iss ionar ies .

A  few days  1a ter ,  on  MaY 13,  a t  5 :05  a .m.
Mother Valade 6xpired. She was 52 ye;qrs, of age.
hav inq  spent  34  v6ars  in  re l ig ious  l i fe . )v  I t  was  17
vears-si irce she had come to St. Boniface. 0n May 16,
ihe was buried among the ruins of the cathedral.
Four  c i t i zens  were  

-  
pa l  lbearers :  -R ie1 ,  Th ibau l t ,

Ga larneau and Dauna is . '  B ishop Tache pu t  on  h is  on ly
oa i r  o f  boots ,  the  q i f t  o f  a  Pro tes tan t ,  to  go  to  the
b lace  o f  bur i i l  fo l lowed by  h is  p r ies ts .  The s is te rs
iooked on the mournful scene from a window of the
convent .60  B ishop Tache la te r  spoke o f  the  grea t
services Mother Valade had rendered in a country of
adopt ion ,6 l  As  i f  i t  was  necessary  to  d r ink  o f  the
cha l ice  o f  su f fe r ing  r igh t  up  to  the  end,  f i re  b roke
out  aqa in  on  May 3b ,  feduc ing  the  ou tbu i ld ings  to
ashes . -  The convent  bare lv  escaped d isas ter .  Doc tor
John Bunn, who had been 

- 
look i i rg after both. Sister

Laqrave and Mother Valade, was so shocked by this
la ies t  f i re  tha t  he  d ied  sudden ly  a f le^ r  hav ing
inqu i red  about  the  sa fe ty  o f  the  s is te rs .oz

The renains of Mother Valade were withdrawn
f rom the i r  temporary  p lace  o f  bur ia l  the  fo l low ing
October 11 and thet were placed near the toJtp of
i i i i . i  L.g".t.-in i6. nit"tlni of the convent.63

To f i l l  the  vo id  le f t  by  these s js te rs  there
came fron Montreal short ly theieafteq Sister Sobien-
skv  and S is te r  Me i l leur ,  B ishop Tache went  down East
to-rnake an appeai for help from the people of his
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nat ive  prov ince  and a lso  to  seek  a  coad ju to r .  H is
d iocese was once aga in  go ing  to  be  subd iv ided and i t
was expected that in 1862 there would be a need for
a  convent  a t  Lac  La  B iche.6a

Th is  foundat ion  was es tab l  i shed dur ing  1862.
the  year  when the  S ioux ,  d r iven  ou t  by  the  Amei icans ,
caused much a la rm over  the  f ron t ie r ,  0n  Ju ly  8 ,
S is te rs  De lph ine  Guenet te ,  Mar ie  T isseur  and  Ade la ide
Dauna is ,  together  w i th  a  " f j l l e  donnee"  Mar ie  La-
londe,  le f t  Red R iver  fo r  the  miss ion  o f  the  Nat iv i t v
(a1so known as  Our  Lady  o f  V ic to r ies ) ,  reach ing  ther i r
August 26. In this new post at Lac La Biche the sarne
da i ly  hero ism awai ted  then as  tha t  charac ter ized  a t
St. Albert to which the house at Lac Sainte-Anne was
t rans fer red  March  23 ,  1863.6s

That year narked a great forward step for the
Gney Nuns. The general chapter took place in 0ctober
a t  wh ich  were  to  be  e lec ted  the  super io r  genera l ,  her
counc i l lo rs  and the  admin is t ra to rs  acco id ino  to  the
d i rec t i ves  f rom Rome,  Tak inq  oar t  in  the-chaorer
were eleven sisters designatei 

'by 
the mother house

and. twe.1.ve chosen by members of the whole congre-
ga t ion .oo  S is te r  F ise t te  and S is te r  La f rance were
chosen to go from St. Boniface and they arr ived at
Mont rea l ,  w i th  S is te r  Roche,  on  September  25  a f te r  a
journey of one month. 0n the fol lowing 0ctober 5,
S is te r  Jane S locornbe was e lec ted  super io r  qenera l  to
her  g rea t  d ismay fo r  her  e lec t ion  du t  an  end to  a l l
her  d reams o f  go ing  to  l i ve  in  a  miss ion  count ry ,

Sister Lafrance experienced the joy of seeing
once aga in  a  house wh ich  she thought  she had le f i
forever, She did not know nany oi the sisters who'I 

ived there now, but she was well  aware of the merits
of the new Mother General,  To this qreat woman of
God, accustoned to offer herself  cornpietely for the
Gospe l ,  S is te r  La f rance was ab le  to  b r inq  news o f
vocat jons  in  the  West  and she spoke espec ia i l y  o f  two
nat ives  who had dec ided to  o f fe r  themse lves  too .  She
spoke o f  S is te r  Mary-Jane McDouga l l ,  a  Scot t i sh  ha l f ,
breed, who had been brought to the boarding school by
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Father  J .  Th jbau l t  when she was on ly  n ine  years  o f
aoe.  She was o f  a  l i ve lv  and independent  d ispos i t ion
*6ich was proved by her running away from the school.
But when she had been brought back to the convent,
after learning what i t  was about, she had become a
rnodel pupi l  and then expressed her wish to join the
"women-of prayer," a favour which was granted to her
in  1862 .

The o ther  na t ive  g i r l  was  S js te r  Ann ie  Gou le t
who had been born and brought up in St. Boniface'
She was proof that the sisters had not been working
in  va in .  In  1845,  when she was on ly  th ree  years  o ld ,
she had been attracted to the l i t t le waxen Jesus
i i i r ."  ln ir ' t  cr ib and had brought him some candy.67
0n- Decenber 23, 1863, fol lowing the example of her
companion, she offered herself  to the Lord who had
ca l led  her  to  love  and serve  H im under  the  grey
hab i t .
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Mr.  M. -C .  Bonn issan t ,  Su lp ic ian ,  1851  .

Arch ives ,  l84B-1853,  p .  86 .

They left  Montreal on July 6, LB52 and reached
the Red River September 11 of the same year.

Pr in ted  in  Tours ,  France,  and rece ived in
Mont rea l  Nov .  1853.

Letter dated May 23, 1854. The date for the
opening of the Chapter tvas to be decided upon
the  ar r i va l  o f  Mother  Va lade.

Le t te r  da ted  Jan.  7 ,  1855.

Le t te r  da ted  Nov.  11 ,  1844.

In 1867, Father Lafleche was consecrated as
b i  shop  o f  T ro is -R iv i6 res .

De  Mo issac ,  Sr . ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  89 .

Pau l -Emi le ,  S r . ,  "Aux  sources"  ,  p .7L ,

In  1844,  the  Dunn fami ly  was l i v ing  in  Ay l rner
where  the  found ing  s js te rs  had to  s top  over  on
the i r  way  to  the  Red R iver .  Marguer i te ,  who
was then seven years old, had t iptoed on the
seat of her pew at church in order to better
examine the  miss ionar ies .  Her  vocat ion  to
re l ig ious  l i fe  p robab ly  da ted  to  th is  mernorab le
9qy .  Anna ls ,  Hop .  gen .  S t -Bon . ,  Vo l . ,  I ,  pp .
J .  OZ-  I  OJ .

Ib id ,  p .  183.  A Iphee ar r i ved  w i th  Mr .  Th ibau l t .

Father Grandin becane coadjutor Dec. 11, 1857.

Le t te r  to  B ishop Bourget ,  Apr i l  1857.

Beno i t ,  op ,c i t . ,  Vo l .  I ,  p .348 .

Anna ls ,  Hop .  gen .  S t -Bon . ,  Vo1 ,  pp .  191-192 .
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Chap j t re  des  fondat ions ,  S t -Bon. ,  1843-1872.
Ar t .  V i I I  &  IX  de  I 'Ac te  d 'Un ion .

Le t te r  da ted  Jan.  11 ,  1858.

Ib jd .  In  a  le t te r  da ted  Nov.  25 ,  1850,  Mother
Valade had ca.l  led them "soeurs converses" or
aux i l ia ry  s is te rs .  Th is  ques t ion  was to  be
reso lved in  1863.

Letter dated March 22, 1858.

Le t te r  da ted  Jan.  11 .  1858.

Letter dated Jan. 12, 1858.

Le t te r  by  Sr .  Labreche,  To ledo,  Apr i l  11 ,  1858.

Anna ls ,  1944-45,  p .  90 .  An ar t i c le  by  Father
L .  P r ineau .

Beno j t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo1 .  I ,  pp .  375-376 .  Sr .  S t .
Franco is -Xav ie r  must  no t  be  mis taken fo r  Sr .
Mar i6 -Xav ie r  who,  fo r  a  t ime,  i t -seens ,  was  the
super io r  o f  a  p ious  group o f  Met is  g i r l s  "o f
the  Propagat ion  o f  the  Fa i th "  founded in  1853
by Father  M.  Be lcour t  in  Pembina.  Three nem-
bers  o f  th is  g roup were  in  t ra in ing  fo r  a  shor t
oer iod  w i th  the  Grev  Nuns o f  Mont rea l .  R io r -
don,  op ,c i t . ,  p ,  15O.  Th is -  comrnun i ty  g roup was
d isso lved by  B ishop Tache in  the  spr ing  o f
1859.  Le t te r  da ted  June 22 ,  1859.

Le t te r  by  B ishop Tache,  June 23 ,  1B5B'

Mother Deschamps to Bishop Tache, July 10,
1858.

Chap i t re  des  fondat ions ,  S t -Bon. ,  1843-1872,  p .
I l7 ,  The St. Boniface sisters were encouraged
by B ishop Tache to  s ign  the  agreement ,

2e  The foundat ions  had the  r igh t  to  reca l l  the
s is te rs  who had been " len t " ;  tha t  i s  why  S is
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te rs  F ise t te ,  S te-Therese and Ste-Mar ie  d id  no t
s ign  the  concordat .

Arch ives ,  1853-58 ,  p .  371 .

Sr .  Va lade to  B ishop Bourget ,  Nov .  8 ,  1858.

Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo l .  I ,  pp .  376-377 .

Chap i t re  des  fondat ions ,  S t -Bon.  1843-18 i2 ,  pp .
136-142.

Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo l .  I ,  pp .  376-378 .

Le t te r  da ted  Jan.  27 ,  1859.  Arch ives ,  1858-63,
D.  . t r .

Sr .  Labreche to  To ledo,  Apr i l  11 ,  1858,

Letter to Mother Deschanps, Nov. 9, 1858.

The Anson Northup Steamboat which marked the
beg inn ing  o f  a  new era  in  t ranspor ta t ion  and
commerce. I t  was reported that some horses
were lost as they panicked and f led when they
heard  the  boat  wh is t le  " th ink ing  they  were
be ing  pursued by  a  beas t  b igger  than them-
se lves .  "  Beno i t ,  op .c i t ,  ,  Vo l .  I ,  pp .  413-414 .

Mor ice ,  " ig l i se  ca tho l ique 0ues t  canad ien ' , ,
Vo l .  I I ,  pp .  85-86 .  The p iano wh jch  came f rom
England had been rece ived by  B ishop Provencher .

Letter to Mother Deschamps, March 10, 1859.
The young s is te rs  a lso  improved the i r  knowledge
o f  Eng l i sh .

Letter dated August 2, 1859.

rb id .

Sr ,  Va lade to  Mother  Deschamps,  Aug.  4 ,  1859.

Comespondance g6n6ra1e,  Oct .  10 ,  1859.  Sr .
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Ste-Marie continued on her journey accompanied
by  a  woman h i red  by  B ishop Grand in .  Sr .  Cur -
ran ,  hav ing  op ted  to  remain  in  S t .  Bon j face ,
s igned her  a f f i l i a t jon  ear ly  in  1859.  Sr .
Therese d id  the  same th ing  in  1860.

The fol lowing detai 1s are excerpts from a
le t te r  da ted  Sept .  23 ,  1859,  to  the  Red R iver
s is te rs  and f rom Sr ,  McMul len 's  d ia ry  on  Nov.
11  ,  1859 .

Le t te r  da ted  May 4 ,  1860.

Consecra ted  as  a  b ishop a t  Marse j l le  by  B ishop
de Mazenod Decenber 11, 1859.

Arch ives ,  1858-1863,  p .  83 .

Le t te r  to  Sr .  Labreche,  Oct .  10 ,  1860.

Mother  Deschamps to  the  s is te rs ,  Oct .  15 ,  1860.

Sr .  Va lade to  Mother  Deschamps,  Aug.  13 ,  1860.

Chapitre des fondations, St-Bon. ,  1843-1872, p.
40 .

Pr ineau ,  1 . ,  "Cen tena i re  des  Srs .  Gr . " ,  p .7 .

Sr. Curran to the Mother House, Sept. 27, 1860.

Beno i t ,  "V ie  de  Mgr  Tache" ,  pp .  443-445.

The de ta i l s  concern ing  the  f i re  a re  ex t rac ted
frorn the letters writ ten by Sr, Curran Dec. 19,
1860 and Jan.  21 ,  1861.

Sr .  Labreche to  the  rn iss ions ,  Apr i l  9 ,  1861.

Montreal also was f looded. The annual retreat
which was in progress had to be cut short.
An imals  had to  be  lodged in  the  a t t i c  o f  the
hosp i ta l .
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Memoi res ,  Par t  I ,  pp .  157-158.

Sr .  Cur ran  to  the  Mother  House,  June 13 ,  1861.

Le t te r  to  B ishop Bourget ,  Oc t .  12 ,  1861 ,

Arch jves ,  1853-1863,  p .  213.

De Mo issac ,  Sr . ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  118 .  In  1BBB,  the
remains  o f  the  n iss ionar ies  were  t ransoor ted  to
the cemeter"y in front of the cathedra' l  .

Mother  Deschamps to  Mr .  D.  Granet ,  Ju ly  26 ,
1861 .

Mi tche l l ,  S r .  E . ,  M i re  S locombe,  p ,  245 .

Mother  Deschamps to  Mr .  Fa i l lon ,  May 11 ,  1863.
The djrect ives as to procedure to be fol lowed
were probably received from Rome in March 1862
wi th  the  approva l  o f  the  Const i tu t ions .

These detai ls are extracted frorn the bioora-
ph ies  o f  Sr .  McDouga l l  and Sr .  Gou le t ,
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CHAPTER FIVE - T864-1873

Sis te r  La f rance and S is te r  F ise t te  had to  wa i t
untj l  the spring of 1864 to return from their par-
t i c ipa t ion  in  the  genera l  chapter .  The day  was fas t
approach ing  when i t  wou ld  be  poss ib )e  to  t rave l
during the winter between Montreal and Red River, but
that t ime had not yet come.

Sister Lafrance was very impressed with the
changes tha t  had occur red  a t  the  genera l  hosp i ta l
wh ich  she had las t  seen twenty  years  be fore  and wh ich
she had 1e f t ,  as  she thought ,  fo rever .  She was
present  on  0c tober  28 ,  1863 and aga in  on  January  23 ,
1864 a t  the  pro fess ion  o f  f i ve  nov ices  o f  whon one,
S is te r  Ce l ina  A l la rd ,  was  des t ined to  go  to  S t .
Boniface. The step which brought her greatest
conso la t ion  was the  dec is ion  taken rv i th  resDect  to
the  " f i l l es  donn5es,  "  o f ten  ca l led  "Mar ies ,  "  the
oir ls who had volunteered to do qeneral work for the
i i s te rs .  0n  December  23 ,  1863-B ishop Bourget  ad-
mitted as members of the Third Order of St. Francis
th i r ty -e igh t  generous  g i r l s  who wanted  to  g ive
themse lves  up  en t i re ly  to  the  work  o f  the  Grey  Nuns.
As  s igns  o f  d is t inc t ion ,  they  wou ld  wear ,  on  Sundays
and feas t  days ,  a  b lack  dress  w i th  a  la rge  cape,  a
modest  cao.  a  w idow's  bonnet  and a  l i t t le  wh i te
col lar. Apart frorn feast dlys and Sundays, they
wou ld  wear  o rd inary  c lo th ing . r  S js te r  La f rance had
seen these vo lun teers  a t  work  in  the  miss ions ;  she
found thern  to  be  prec ious  and ind ispensab le .  The
rn iss ionary  agreed w i th  a l l  her  hear t  w i th  the  d i rec-
t i ve  i ssued by  Mother  S locombe ca l l ing  on  a l l  the
s is te rs  to  be  very  good to  these "poor  g i r1s" .  "Be
sure to support them and to encourage them, for
the i rs  i s  a  d i f f i cu l t  l i f e  and  i t  i s  v i ta l  to  l i qh ten
i t  as  much  as  ooss ib le . "2

Sister Lafrance no doubt apprised the superior
general of the reasons she had for not wanting to
cont inue as  subs t i tu te -super io r  o f  the  convent  a t  S t .
Bon i face .  She was preva i led  on ,  however ,  to  be
ass is tan t  to  the  new super io r ,  S is te r  C lap in .  S is te r
Marguerite Limoges was to be director of novices
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whi le  S is te r  S t -Joseph and S is te r  F ise t te  wou ld  be
coun c  i  I  lo rs .

S is te r  F ise t te  bus ied  herse l f  w i th  seek ing  a ins
under  the  ausp ices  o f  B ishop Bourget .  A t  S t ,  Bon i -
face  there  was prac t ica l l y  no  harves t  in  the  fa l l  o f
1863.  B ishoo Tache des l r ibed the  s i tua t ion  in  a
letter to hjs nother, February 25, 1864: "| le are
surrounded everyday by crowds of hungry peop1e." At
the  convent  in  S t .  Hyac in the ,  S is te r  F ise t te  rece ived
a contn ibu t ion  o f  $10.00 ,  the  minu tes  o f  the  meet ing
whjch  vo ted  th is  amount  no t ing  tha t  i t  was  " jn -
poss ib le  tq  g ive  more  on  account  o f  the  pover ty  o f
the  house. r  S js te r  C lap in ,  in  a  le t te r "  to  Mother
McMu1len, acknowledged how wrelched things were and
asked for a monetary offering.e

But the prospects of being poor and lacking
food in no way fr ightened those to whon fel l  the
honour  o f  be ing  chosen fo r  the  n jss jons .  These were
Sis te r  L imoges,  S is te r  0 'Br ien ,  S is te r  B lanchet  and
S js te r  A l la id , 'w j tn  one  te r t ia ry  and  two  nov ices .5
The day  o f  leav ing  was se t  as  c lose ly  as  poss ib le  to
the day of leaving of the f irst pioneers twenty years
before. The tr ip was made in the company of Father
Vandenberghe who had been delegated by the superioq
genera l  o f  the  0b la tes  as  a  canon ica l  v is i to r ,o
Desp i te  the  presence o f  th js  d is t ingu ished pr ies t ,
mother  S locombe cou ld  no t  he lp  be ing  a f ra id  tha t  the
s . is te rs  migh t  fa11 in to  the  hands o f  the  S ioux .
However ,  she  expressed conf idence in  Prov idence,
say ing  tha t  God wou ld  sure iy  g ive  pro tec t ion  to  those
who had consecrated their l  ives to the spread of the
Gospe1.7  Her  conf idence in  Prov idencd was to  be
main ta ined to  the  end o f  her  re la t ' i ve ly  b r ie f  l i fe
dur ing  wh ich  she d id  no t  cease to  w ish  she had been
chosen as  a  n iss ionary .  She d id  no t  hes i ta te  to
praise those who went forward to far off  places, 0f
S is te r  L inogep,  she once wro te :  "She is  as  good as
she is  ta l  l . - "6  Th is  was in  a  le t te r  to  B ishorTach6.
In  a  p rev ious  le t te r  she  sent  an  au thor iza t ion  f rom
Rome approv ing  o f  a  nov i t ia te  to  be  main ta ined in  S t .
Bon i face .Y
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The voyage from Montreal was now reduced to
twenty -e igh t  days ,  one.o ; f  wh ich  was spent  in  Det ro i t
w i th  Mother  Deschamps. lv  Red R jver  was reached May
22 and in a letter of the 29 Sister Fisette was able
to remark on the new cathedral which had been bui l t
by  B ishop Tache -qnd wh ich  was to  be  b lessed on
November  1 ,  1865. ra

The s is te rs  found tha t  the  new land was be ino
testef l  by famine. Sister Lafrance rvrote: "I  do noi
reca l I  ever  hav ino  had to  ea t  such b lack  bread
before . "12  Mis fo r iunes  mul t io l ied  as  an  order  o f
c lo th ing  sent  f rom Mont rea l  was  se jzed by  the  Ind ians
while other goods that were imported from Europe were
he ld  up  as  a_qesu l t  o f  a  sh ip  be ing  ice-bound o f f
Newfound land. l r  S is te r  Cusson and S is te r  Conno l1y ,
with the help of Sister St-Joseph and her orphans,
had to work overt ime at the loon to be ab' le to supply
c lo th ing  fo r  the  miss ionar ies  d ispersed in  so  many
d i f fe ren t  oos ts .

Things got no better when grasshoppers came to
complete the work of destruction they had cornnenced
the previous year; whatever was left  by then was
destroyed by drought. I t  was necessary to resign
onese l f  to  k i l l  the  domest ic  an ina ls  o r  to  send them
far  o f f  to  Dass  the  w in te r .

In  sp i te  o f  th js  sombre  scene,  a  dec is ion  was
made to  es tab l i sh  ye t  another  work ,  th is  t ime a t  the
request  o f  B ishop Faraud,  the  V icar  Apos to l i c  o f
Athaba ska -MacKenz i  e. The Bishop was happy to
announce this news to the Grev Nuns of Red River when
he went there on May 24.14 i le met Bishop Tach6 and
Father Vandenberghe both of whom had returned from a
visit  to the North three nonths aoo. Father Vanden-
berghe was ful l  of praise for the'Grey Nuns whom he
descr ibed as  be jpg  ind ispensab le  aux i l ia r ies  o f  the
0blate Fathers.r) These words were encouraging to
the  Grey  Miss ionar ies  who in  th is  year  o f  1865
recorded two professions, that of Sister McDougail  on
May 3 and of Sjster Goulet on September 14. Sara
Rie l ,  the  youngest  s is te r  o f  Lou is  R je l ,  jo ined the
nov i t ia te  on  Seotenber  2  and she was fo l lowed bv  the
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vo lun teer ,  Mar ie  Gascon,  on  December  10 .16

Happ iness  a t  see ing  these two becone nov ices
was tenpered by  the  fa i lu re  o f  hea l th  o f  S is te r
Limoges. But a source of joy par" excel lence cane
wi th  Mother  S locombe 's  message tha t  the  Ho ly  See had
g iven fo rmal  approva l  to  the  Const i tu t ions  wh ich
Bishop_Bourget brought back from Rone, dated July 21 ,
1865. r '  A  few days  la te r  i t  was  learned tha t  f i ve
Grey  Nuns des ignated  fo r  a  convent  on  the  banks  o f
the  MacKenz ie  R iver ,  in  the  land o f  snow,  wou ld  be
s tay ing  jn  S t .  Bon i face  fo r  some t jme in  o rder  to
fami I  ia r i ze  themse lves  w i th  the  d i f fe ren t  works  o f
the  miss ion .  Embark ing  fo r  the  West  were  S is te rs
Lapo in te ,  B rune11e ,  M ichon ,  S t ,  M iche l -des-Sa jn ts ,
Ward  and Bnazeau,  together  w i th  four  vo lun teers .  in
the  wagon- t ra in  w i th  the  s is te rs  there  were  B ishop
Tache and seven priests, one of whom was the brother
o f  S is te r  A l la rd ,  a l ready  a  n iss jonary  a t  Red R iver .
Mother Sloconbe wrote of these sisters: "I  cannot
say how much the Sisters are admired by one and al l
here for their courage and generosity. They left
here as i f  they were.ol their way home rather than on
the i r  wav  to  ex i  l e .  " rd

Witfr what affect ion these comoanions were
greeted  on  0c tober  13 .  One o f  them,  S is te r  Brazeau,
remained beh ind  in  S t .  Bon i face  to  reo lace  S is te r
B lanchet  who was be jng  sent  to  I le - i - la -Crosse,  I t
was a matter of regret that her sister, Sister St-
Miche l -des-Sa in ts ,  had no t  had the  oppor tun i ty  to
v is i t  w i th  her  be fore  her  deoar tu re .

These apostol ic wonen rnet the chal lenges of
the j r  new l i fe  no t  on ly  w i th  good grace bu t  a lso  w i th
ioy, Sister Lafrance wrotgi "How nuch good they
wi l l  do  in  the i r  new work .  " re

The stoo at Red River was extended unti l  the
beg inn ing  o f  June so  tha t  the  MacKenz ie  R iver  mis -
sjonaries co,uld be present at the moving encounter of
B ishop Tache w i th  B ishop Grand in  on  l \ay  22 .  The
la t te r  had come to  seek  adv ice  fnom the  met rooo l i tan .
F i re  had des t royed the  B ishop 's  house a t  I le - ; - la -
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Crosse on  March  1 .  "By  9  o 'c lock  every th ing  was
dest royed.  Noth ing  was spared,  no t  even a  b lanket  to
keep ui warm in fate of 20 and 30 degree cold' The
f i rb  had mel ted  the  snow,  soak ing  our  fee t ;  no t  one
of  us  had shoes  we cou ld  change in to .  The day
fo l low ing ,  I  was  w i thout  b rev ia ry  and .w i thout .any
prayer b6ok; we had nothing.r^not even a handkerchief
lo  

-w ioe  
aw 'a  v  our  tears . ' ' zo  Th is  i s  how B ishop

Grand in  desc i ibed the  d isas ter  tha t  had s t ruck .  0n
May 25 the two Bishops left  for Europe to seek
ass  i  s tance ,

The s is te rs  ass igned to  the  po la r  j ce  f ie ld
made the i r  way  to  the i r  des t ina t ion  June B.  They
encountered  inc red ib le  exper iences :  bad weather ,  the
r isk  o f  meet inq  the  Sau l teaux  Ind ians  who had jus t
k i l led  a  numbef  o f  Met is ,  burn ing  heat  wh ich  brought
crowds of nosquitoes which bit  the untanned lvhite
sk in  o f  the  t rave l le rs  w i thout  hes i ta t ion ;  there  were
hail  storrns. There was almost a tragic death when a
f i re ,  wh ich  had been l i t  to  chase away the  nos .qu i -
toes .  se t  f i re  to  the  dress  o f  the  te r t ia ry ,  Mar ie
Domi ih j lde ,  and near ly  burned her  to  death .  0n  Ju ly
30 wh i le  c ross ing  a  wood,  they  no t iced  a  p iece  o f
birch bark oeoqe-d to a tree3 i t  was a nessage of
we lcome p la ied  ihere  by  the  miss ionar ies  o f  Lac  La
Biche wh i re  they  spent -a  p leasant  th ree  days  a t  the
outpos t  o f  c iv  i I  i za t ion .  l ' l hen  they  se t  ou t  .aga jn  on
Auq i rs t  5 ,  i t  was  rea l l y  miserab le .  They  had to  wa lk
wi ih  d j f f i cu l ty  in  the  pa th  o f  the  B ishop who was
cut t ino  th rouqh the  wood w i th  h is  axe .  When they
reached waterl  they found i t  was so low that the
baroe had to be Dulled awav fron the bank. The
s is le rs  were  ca l ldd  on  to  tJke  par t  in  th is  opera-
t ion ,  and they  g lad ly  co l labora ted .

0n August 28, after eighty-one days of un-
be l ievab le  idventures ,  they  found themse lves  nav i -
gating on the rnagnif icenf MacKenzie River. The
i i s te is  ha i led  th is  s t range land wh ich  "had becone
our  na t jve  1and,  our  home and our  f ina l  res t ing
D lace ,  " "

A t  S t .  Bon i face  the  accounts  o f  these t rave ls
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were read with eaoerness amid the sorrow felt  at the
death  o f  the  we l  l - -be loved S is te r  L imoqes who f in ished
her  shor t  l i fe  a t  the  age o f  th i r ty  fo l  low ing  th ree
years  in  the  f i rs t  Grey  Nuns miss ion  o f  the  l {es t .

A t  the  end o f  th is  vear  1867 the  s ta t i s t i cs  o f
the vicar"iate were revieied.22 It  was found there
were thirty Grey Nuns spread over seven posts in
these reg ions  wh jch  were  s t i l l  no t  par t  o f  Canada,
a l though s ince  the  Confedera t ion  o f  Ju ly  1 ,  1867 rnany
Canadians were looking toward the l . lest with covetous-
ness .

* *

Sis te r  C lap in  an !^  S is te r  Emery  had gone East
the  prev ious  Aug ls t  9 .23  They  re tu rned to - the  West
on June 9, 1869 after a stay of more than eight
months  in  Mont rea l .  In  sp i te  o f  the  new ra i lway  by
which  they  cou ld  t rave l  to  S t .  !pu l ,  the  journey  as
a  who le  s t i l l  took  them 43 days ,za  I t  was  be ing  sa id
tha t  the  Dawson t ra i l  was  go ing  to  improve t rave l l ing
cond i t ions  bu t  the  "co lon ia ls "  scarce lv  knew whon to
bel ieve as far as promises of this kind were conc-
erned.  25

There_ was unemployment at Red
Bishop Tache re l ieved by  6 i r ing  " the  poor
bu i  ld  a  new convent .  ih is  wou ld  enab le
exoand.  26

River  which
workers" to
the work to

Sis te r  C lap in  b rought  th ,o  recru i ts ,  S is te r
Hamel and Sister Colette, who came to work at Red
River  desp i te  the  repor ts  o f  i t s  famine wh ich  ac tua l -
1y drove some famil ies to feed on acorns covered by
snow. ' '  There  had been a  to rnado dur ino  the  summer
which  was an  added mis fo r tune.  S is te r  C iap in  begged
alms fron Madame Tache and Madame Masson, the iei-
gneures:e of Terrebonne and benefactor of Bishop
Tache.  zo

Mother Sloconbe olaced her trust in the two new
miss ionar ies .  l . l i thou t  the  

' leas t  
hes i ta t ion  she

recommended them to the soir i tual head of the dioc
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ese,  say ing ,  " I  am sure  - !hey  w i l l  meet  a l l  d i f f i -
cu l t ies  w i th '  generos i ty .  "ze  S js te r  Harne l  took  on  the
oos t  o f  burs -ar ,  an  arduous task  in  th is  t ine  o f
bover tv ,  wh i le  S is te r  Co le t te  becane a  teacher  a t  the
hew board ing  schoo l .  The new bu i ld ing ,  60  by  25
fee t ,  w i th  two f loors ,  was  go ing  to  be  opened in  the
autunn.  S is te r  Mar ie -Xav ie r  was  the  headn is t ress
ass is ted  by  S is te r  A l la rd .  Th is  board ing  schoo l .was
to be a source of many vocations but i t  was feel ing
the effects of the general poverty. 0n June 16,
B jshop Tache had to  recogn ize  tha t  i t  was  necessary
to  send the  ch i ld ren  hone "because we have no th ing  to
feed them wi th  even i f  they  pay . " 'u  But  the  s to rm
c louds  cou ld  d iss ipa te  ove i  t ime and the  work  wou ld
f . lour ish  wh j le  the  orphanage wou ld  be  ab le  to  take
many more orphans. Mother Slocombe was correct when
she- to ld  Mr .  Forget ,  a  Zouave,  tha t ,  " I f  no  one d ied
f rom hunqer  a t  

-S t .  
Bon i face  j t  was  on ly  because

eishop Tathe had put l1lmself out so much to rneet the
needs  o f  h i s  peop le . " "

Th js  be ioved Zouave,  known in  the  convent  as
" the  qood Ado lphe, "  had earned the  conf idence o f
Mothe i  Genera l .  In  a  le t te r  to  h i rn ,  she  spoke o f  the
happ iness  she exper ienced in  an t ic ipa t ing  the  ar r i va l
of 

'Sjster 
Clapir i  and Sister Emery after absences of

n ine  and ten  years  respec t ive ly .  T le -miss ionar ies
would become interested in this protege of the Grey
Nuns who became a Zouave and entered the priesthood
after a long wait.  Later he was to serve the Church
of  S t ,  Bon i  face .

A lso  serv ing  the  Church ,  bu t  under  th ,e  g rey
hab i t ,  wou ld  be  S is te r  Sara  R ie l  who made pro fess ion
on March  6 ,  1868 and S is te r  Mar ie  Gascon who fo l lowed
0ctober  L2 ,32  I t  was  a  joy  to  see the  fami ly  g rowing
for  the  needs were  grea t .  In  fac t ,  the  n iss ions  were
increas ing  desp i te -  pover ty '  B ishop Tache. .  dec ided
that an uigent task was to 

-open 
a s.qhool on the. other

s jde  o f  Red R iver ,  a t  For t  Gar ry . r r  In  the  absence
of  S is te r  C lap in ,  then a t  Mont rea l ,  he  took  up  th is
ques t ion  w i th  the  ass is tan t ,  S is te r  F jse t te .

A  house was ren ted ,  w i th  the  ass is tance o f  Mr .
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Kennedy, from a man named Mr. Denver. The latter did
not know the purpose of the lease and he was upset by
i t ,  even though Mrs .  McTav lsh ,  w i fe  o f  the  governor ,
was  ass is t ing  the  s i s te rs . r *  B ishop  Tache  ended  h is
compla in ts  by  buy ing  the  proper ty  ou t r igh t .  He was
ass is ted  in  th is  by  Mr .  Descharnbau l t .  The f i rs t  mass
was ce lebra ted  on  June 15  to  the  qrea t  sa t is fac t ion
of  the  Catho l i cs  o f  Winn ipeg.  S is t i r  S te-Th6r ise  and
Sjs te r  McDouga l l  took  over  the  func t ions  o f  teach ing
as  we l  I  as  o f  v is i t ing  the  s ick  and _ the  poor .
Every th ing  was prov is iona l ;  B ishop Tache sa jd  he
would subrnit  the matter for the approval of the
genera l  counc i l  when he  went  to  Mont rea l . r )

The B ishop was answer ing  the  ca l lp f  Pope P ius
IX to  a t tend the  f i rs t  Vat ican  Counc i l . ro  He s topped
at  Mont rea l  Ju ly  6  and remained there  un t i l  Oc tober
13 when he left  for Rone. His deDarture occumed at
the very t ime he was most needed at Red River. The
proposals for the annexation of the colony by Canada
were  now mater ia l i z ing .  The fo re igners  o f  the  Eas t
were very happy at this prospect, but the people of
Red River were upset at the attenpt tp- disposq of
the i r  count ry  w i thout  consu l t ing  then. "  The Met is
were opposed to the surveying of their lands by the
square  mi le  a l lo t rnents  be ing  car r ied  ou t  by  Capta in
Weber and they were also opposed to the entrance of
L i  eutenant -Governor McDougall  who was proposing to
take  over  the  government  w i thout  the  peop le 's  con-
sent, The one who led a band of nen to force Weber
to  s toD h is  work  was  Lou is  R ie l ,38

They d id  no t  s top  a t  tha t .  They  se t  up  a
bar r icade guarded day  and n igh t .  I t  was  a t  S t .
Norber t  near  the  convent  where  l i ved  S is te r  Dussau l t
and S is te r  R ie l ,3e  Events  moved qu ick ly  and there
was much concern at the nother house when newspaper
repor ts  were  pub l ished descr ib ing  the  t roub les .
Father  Th jbau l t ,  v icar  genera l ,  le f t  fo r  Red R iver  in
the company of Mr. de lalabemy who was sent as
conc i l ia to r .  S is te r  Labreche wro te  to  the  s is te rs  o f
Toledo: "They have not yet arr ived there. I  cannot
g ive  you any  de ta i l s  o f  the  conf l i c t  o ther  than what
has appeared in the newspapers December 14, 1869.
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The young Riel seems to be regarded as the saviour of
h is  peop le ,  V ' le  must  hope tha t  peace w i l1  t r iunph in
the  end. "  Th is  was a  va in  hope fo r  th ings  becarne
quite embroi led. Mother Slocornbe wrote to BishoD
Tach6:  " l , la r  has  near ly  b roken ou t  in  Man i toba. "40
Th is  le t te r  was  probab ly  no t  rece ived by  the  B ishop
in Rome since he cane back to Canada on February 3,
requested by 0ttawa to serve as an intermediary
between the Canadian government and the rebels.r-

The task of the Grey Nuns was not easy during
these tornented t imes. The works had to be keot
going no matter what happened. The greatest discre-
t ion  was requ i red  o f  the  s is te rs  who had learned long
ago no t  to  mix  up  in  po l i t i cs .  Cornmunica t ion  w i th
the  mother  house was ex t rene lv  d i f f i cu l t  s ince  i t  was
wide lv  be l ieved the  le t te rs  w6re  in te rceoted .42  That
was ie r ta in lv  the  be l ie f  o f  S is te r  Labrechea3 who
sa id ,  "The ; j s te rs  have on ly  one r igh t ,  tha t  o f
shak ing  w i th  fear ,  and on ly  one pr iv i lege ,  tha t  o f
p ray ing  fo r  peace to  come. "

It  was many nonths before peace reigned and i t
was  fo l lowed by  t rag ic  events  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the
h is to ry  o f  the  new prov ince  o f  Man i toba.  In  add i t ion
to  d j f f i cu l t ies  a t  home,  there  was sad news f rom
abroad where word came oi the invasion of France.44
Help  f ron  the  Soc ie ty  o f  Propagat ion  o f  the  Fa i th  in
Lyon was cut off .  At home a piague of grasshoppers
descended to  devas ta te  the  meagre  c rops ,  the  c iv i l
d js tu rbances  had no t  made fa rming  easy  to  a t tend to .
Then in  the  month  o f  August  an  ep iden ic  o f  smal lpox
broke out. The sisters had to care on the one hand
for  the i r  favoured Met is  and on  the  o ther  fo r  the
so ld ie rs  o f  Wg1se1ey.  S is te r  Me i l leur  vacc ina ted
3 ,323  peop  1e .  a )

In  the  mids t  o f  a l l  the  tu rno i l ,  S is te r  Sara
Delorne ,  a  na t ive  o f  S t .  Norber t ,  jo ined the  convent
February  23 ,  1870 wh i le  S is te r  Da_ l i  la  Desaute ls  took
her vow! the fol lowing June 7.46 These two young
s is te rs  had l i ved  th rough t ry ing  t imes wh ich  con-
f i rmed them in  the i r  cho ice  o f  the  las t ino  rea l i t ies
o f  fa i th .  S is te r  De lorme was to  l i ve  bu f  a  shor t
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1 i fe ,  dy ing  in  1882,  bu t  S is te r  Desaute ls  wou ld  reach
the 62nd anniversary of her profession. Endowed with
many ta len ts  and a  beaut j fu l  vo ice ,  she  used to  s ing
the prajses of the Lord and, at St. Norbert Convent,
she exercised her profession as a teacher with
consunmate  sk i l l .  Thanks  to  an  exce l len t  nemory  she
was able to recal I  memories of tr ' ,o of the pioneers of
1844, Sister St-Joseph and Sister Lafrance. She was
ab le  to  charm aud iences  w i th  de l iqh t fu l  s to r ies  about
them.47 But  she re ta ined espec ia l1y  the  mernory  o f
the tumultuous years when she had seen two of her
contemporar ies ,  S is te r  Gou le t  and S is , tg r  R ie1 ,  weep
over the fate of  an. t"  

1. :_O.others.*o

The s ta tu te  s igned May 12 ,  1 .87  0  gave sa t is fac-
t ion to the demands of r ights that had been for-
mu la ted  by  the  prov is iona l  governnent .  I t  cons t i -
tuted the new province of Manitoba and establ ished
peace in the lest of the Northwest Temitories.49
The ques t ion  o f  amnesty  remained h igh  on  the  l i s t  o f
i ssues  wh ich  B ishop Tache had to  pay  a t ten t ion  to .
Because he had to make frequent tr ips to the East,
some matters had to be deferred, such as the question
of  S t ,  Mary 's  Schoo l  in  Winn ipeg.  Mother  S locombe
had had d iscuss ions  w i th  B ishoo Tache about  h is
pro jec t  o f  b r ing ing  in to  the  West  a  s t r i c t l y  teach ing
order to take over the work. One of her dominant
charac ter is t i cs  was cons idera t ion  fo r  o thers ,  and so
she did not want to comment on the plan before
consu l t ino  the  s is te rs  in  S t .  Bon i face .  S is te r
C lap in  d id  no t  hes i ta te  to  g ive  a  favourab le  op in ion
to the idea. She wrote to the general superior that
the Grey Nuns recognized they alone could not meet
a l l  the  needs o f  a  popu la t ion  wh ich  was v is ib ly
growing  be fore  the i r  eyes .  Mother  S locombe rep l ied ,
" l  b less  the  Lord  who is  a r rang ing  na t te rs  in  such a
way that we wil l  be able to devote ourselves_-ever
moie  fu l l y  to  our  ro le  as  s is te rs  o f  char i ty . "s0

The Bishop was informed that the Grey Nuns
wou ld  suppor t  h is  p lan  to  b r ing  in  new congregat ions .
It  was also suggested to hjm that there was a need
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fo r  a  new hosp i ta l  fo r  a l l  the  .qa t ien ts  who were
turn ing  to  the  Grey  Nuns fo r  a jd . ) l

In  the  spr ing  o f  1870 cons t ruc t jon  began on
what  was ca l led  the  "men 's  house"  '  The second f loor
was to  serve  as  a  d ry ing- room'  S is te r  C lap in  wro te ,
"Since there are many foreigners now in this country,
q rea t  care  must  be  q iven to  secur i ty .  " "  The house
ior rnen was f inished by December ani l  i t  soon became
apparent the whole of i t  would be devoted to the care
ahd cure  o f  s ick  peop le .  In  a  sess ion  o f  the  Leg is -
lature, i t  was decided to make a grant of $500 to the
new St. Boniface Hospital.  Some members complained
tha t  i t  was  no t  good to  g ive  pub l ic  noney  to  an
ins t i tu t ion  wh ich  was no t  owned by  the  pub l ic '  Bu t
Attorney- Genera I Clarke rep' l  ied, "The Grey Nuns do
not ask whether the patjent suffers from a Protestant
pain on from a Cathol ic fe-v^er, they sirnply take care
bf whomever come to then. ")r Mr. Girard, the provin-
cial treasurer, -forwarded the grant to Sister Clapin
on May 3 ,  1871.  14

An o f f i c ia l  v is i t  was  now nade by  the  ass is tan !
genera l  super io r ,  S is te r  Ursu le  Cec i le  Char lebo is . , ) )
who was seht by Mother Slocombe to the West. Mother
Slocombe had devoutly hoped to make the visi t  her-
se l f ,  bu t  she  was fu l l y  taken up  w i th  the  cons t ruc-
t ion of the new mother house on Guy Street in Mon-
trea I .

B ishop Bourget ,  who had a lways  na in ta ined a
l j ve lv  in te ies t  in  the  works  o f  h is  be loved B ishop
rache l56  assuned the  expenses  o f  the  s is te rs '  t r ip
and au thor ized  a  co i lec t ' ion  to  be  taken up  on  beha l f
o f  the  miss ions  wh ich  were  now depr ived  o f  the  usua l
subs id ies  f ron  Lvon on  account  o f  the  war  in  F-
rance.57  The c6 l lec t ion  was very  d isappo in t ing ,
however, and Bishop Bourget suggested that the nunber
o f  s is te rs  t rave l l ing  migh t  be  cu t  down.

There was even widespread concern that i t  night
be  necessary  to  reduce the  miss ions  in  the  west .
Mother Slocbmbe was very disappointed with these
suggest ions .  She fe l t  i t  was ,  on  the  cont ra ry ,
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necessary  to  s t rengthen the  fa r -o f f  m iss ions  and,
overcoming rnany  d i f f i cu l t ies ,  she  was ab le  to  send
three  s is te rs  w i th  S is te r  Char lebo is .  These were
Sis te r  Bo i re ,  S is te r  Lange l ie r  and S is te r  S t -Miche l .
Thev  were  . jb ined by  th - ree  te r t ia r ies ,  Marce l l ine
Sau-ve, Georgianna Huion and Marje Landry. They left
Apr i l  24  and were  ab le  to  reach Red R iver  as  ear ly  as
May 12 !  The o f f i c ia l  v is i to r  app l  ied  herse l f  im-
mediately to her task for she was able to report to
Mother Sloconbe the day after her arr ival that she
had been already engaged in packing up butter and
lard for the northern posts. She noted that the
Bishop and the  s is te rs  were  sus ta in ing  thense lves
l i te ra l l y  on  dry  meat  w i th  b iack  bread and po ta toes .
It  was no wonder, she wrote, that some of the sjsters
took  s ick ,  i n  par t i cu la r  S is te r  C lap in ,

S is te r  Char lebo is  was fu l l  o f  p ra ise  fo r  the
so i r i t  o f  work  wh ich  the  miss ionar ies  had as  we l l  as
the  success  o f  i t .  She dec ided to  send S is te r  R ie l
to  I le -e - la -Crosse ins tead o f  S is te r  Bo i re .58  Mother
General had advised that Sister Riel might-^be better
off awav frorn the scene of the upheaval.rv Sister
n ie l  w i11 ing1y  accep ted  th is  adv ice  and  jo ined  the
wagon- t ra in  wh ich  se t  o f f  Ju ly  16 .  S is te r  Char lebo is
was nor.r able to have the experience of sleeping under
the  s ta r ry  sky  and o f  shar ing  in  the  rea l  d i f f i cu l -
t ies of a journey through the forest. She was to
v is i t  in  success ion  the  nr iss ion  o f  I  le -a - la -Crosse
where she arr jved August 25, then Notre-Darne-des
Vic to i res  a t  Lac  La  B iche and f ina l l y  S t .  A lber t
wh ich  had su f fe red  f rom scarc i ty  and sna l1pox .

The ass is tan t  genera l  was  no t  ab  le  to  be
present  fo r  the  open ing  o f  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l
which consisted of four beds attended bv "our doctor"
S is te r  S te-Ther ise  and S is te r  Lauren i .  The f i rs t
pa t ien t  to  be  admj t ted  on  August  5 ,  1871,  was Lou is
Th ibau l t ,  b ro ther  o f  the  v icar  genera l .  He le f t  the
hosp i ta ) 'a f te r  209 days  o f  f re i  hosp i ta l i za t ion .60
Thus began in a very modest way an inst i tut ion which
was la te r  to  be  ha i led  as  "one o f  the  q lo r ies  o f  the
Prov ince  o f  Man i toba" .
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Red R iver  was no  longer  a  "New Br i ta in "  where
the  monotony  o f  da i l y  l i fe  cou ld  be  gra t ing .  A lmost
every day there was an arr ival of a new imnigrant or
a  t rave l  le r  on  h is  way West .  They  cane f rom 0ntar io
for the most part;  some came from Quebec with the en-
couragement of bishops who were concerned with
southward  migra t ion  to  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  The ex-
Zouave Mr .  Forget ,  who le t  h imse l f  be  conv inced tha t
the  c l imate  in  the  West  wou ld  be  benef ic ia l  to  h is
hea l th ,  a r r i ved  a t  S t .  Bon i face  a t - - the  end o f  the
summer in the conpany of Mr. Dugas.61

The assistant general was surprised when she
saw S is te r  Lapo in te  pass ing  th rough Red R iver  on  her
way to  Mont rea l  f rom the  land o f  wh i te  s i lence.
Cond i t ions  a t  McKenz ie  R iver  were  so  te r r ib le  tha t
S is te r  Lapo in te  was go ing  to  p lead w i th  the  major
suoer io rs  fo r  the  needed ass is tance,  She had the
hoirour of proceeding to Montreal with Bishop Tache
a long w i th  S is te r  Boucher .

The question of amnesty was st i l l  uppermost in
the  B ishoo 's  mind .  That  was the  reason fo r  h is
journey edst. Had he gone a few rnonths earl ier he
would have been there in t ime to see his nother
before her death. Bishop Lafl6che had celebrated her
Requ iem Mass shor t l y  a f te r  her  death ,  Ju ly  23 .  He
a lso  pronounced the  funera l  eu logy .  Th is  k indness  o f
h is  fo rmer  co l league in  the^West  p ro found ly  touched
the  hear t  o f  B ish6p Tache.62

As fo r  S js te r  Lapo in te ,  she  ar r i ved  jus t  in
t ime to  see the  Charon Bro thers '  hosp i ta l  fo r  the
last t ime. The transfer to the new mother house was
f jxed  fo r  October  6 .  B ishop Bourget  p res ided over
the blessing of the rnonastery at Guy Street and
Bishop Tachdwas ab le  to  be  present .  T ie  d inp ls ions
of  the  new mother  house were  t ru ly  impos ing .e '

I t  was  wh i le  B ishop Tache was in  Quebec tha t  he
learned that the Holy See had just consti tuted St,
Bon i face  an  archd iocese wh i le  B ishoo Grand in  was
naned B ishoo o f  S t .  A lber t .64
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Dur ing  November .  the  Fen ians  p lanned to  make an
invas ion  o f  Red R iver .  The Fen ians  were  favoured bv
Mr. 0'Donoghue who was jn favour of annexation to th-e
United States, but they were deterred by a force of
300 mery-ga thered by  R ie l  w i th  the  ass is tance o f
Lep ine .or  However ,  in  sp i te  o f  th is  p roo f  o f  1oya1-
ty ,  the  ques t ion  o f  amnesty  s t i l l  remained unset t led .

At  the  beg inn ing  o f  January  1872 B ishop Tache
re turned to  h is  f ie ld  o f  ac t ion ,  th is  t ime w i th  the
t i t le  o f  Archb ishop,  S t .  Bon i face  gave h im a  mag-
nif icent reception worthv of the honour he had
rece ived.  Mr .  Roya i  de l i vered  a  spec ia l  address  a t
the  ceremonies  jn  the  Cathedra l ;  a t  the  Grey  Nuns '
board ing  schoo l  the  pup i Is  pu !_  on  a  p lay  wh ich
rev iewed h is  i  I  lus t r ious  career .oo

The Archb ishoD noted  w i th  q rea t  sa t is fac t ion
tha t  the  l i t t )e  ho ip i ta l  was  suc teed ing  desp i te  a
chron ic  shor tage o f  funds .  The s is te rs  had to  qo
around begging- to obtain money to provide for t6e
care  o f  two in -pa t ien ts .  Bes ides  tha t ,  631 house
v is i ts  were  made,  179 s ick  peop le  were  t rea ted  on  an
out-patjent basis. 586 wounds had been attended to.
Shelter was given -to twenty-nine orphans and twenty-
f i ve  o lder  women.o /  Th is  was the  busv  beeh ive  tha t
Sister Char' lebois found on her return irorn the North,
just as Sister Lapointe was proceeding up to her
snow-covered country with two new recruits. Sister
Gauth ie r  and S is te r  Da ig le .  Th is  was in  the  spr ing
of 1.872.

The v is i t  o f  the  ass is tan t  oenera l  was  to  be
pro longed a t  the  reques t  o f  the  b i ihops  and s is te rs .
The request  was  w i l l i ng ly  g ran ted  by  Mother  S locombe
in  sp i te  o f  her  fa i l ing  hea l th .  The heavy  burden o f
her off ice of superioi general,  togethei with the
establ ishrnent of the new nother house, overtaxed ner
strength. 0n June 22, the ne$rs was sent out to al l
the Grey Nuns of the loss which they had just suf-
fe red :  Mother  S locombe had d ied  a t  8 :00  o .n .  in  ner
52nd year. Consternation was general,  Mother
Sloconbe had won the esteen, admirat ion and affect ion
of everyone around her. The sisters had found in her



97

a super ion  ern inent ly  in te l l  igen t  and unders tand ing ,
an  au thent ic  miss ionary  who d ied  w i th  the  regre t  o f
"never having been judged worthy of being sent to
d is tan t  p1aces . "  In  a  word ,  she  was a  t rue  re l i -
g ious ,  a  mother  in  every  sense o f  the  word .  As  fo r
the  f r iends  o f  the  Ins t i tu te ,  they  a l i  apprec ia ted
her  r i ch  persona l i t y ,  her  sense o f  Church ,  and her
exqu is i te  cour tesy .  Mr .  Andre  Nercan,  p .s .s . ,
o ronounced a  funera l  o ra t ion  wh ich  inc luded a  sen-
t iment  subscr ibed to  by  a l l :  "Jus t  as  there  is  on ly
one Mother -^d 'Youv i  1 ie ,  so  there  is  on ly  one Mother
S I  ocombe.  "oo

Sis te r  Char lebo is ,  in  sp i te  o f  has te ,  was  no t
able to get to Montreal in t ime for the funeral.  She
came back July B, accompanied by Sister Hamel who was
a delegate from the province of Manitoba. Both went
to the new general house which seemed so vast without
the_presence of the supenior general who had been i ts
sou t .

The general chapter, convoked for August 26,
conferred the off ice of superior general on Mother
E l izabeth  Dupu is  and,  a  few weeks  1a ter ,  S is te r  Hane l
was g  i -v^en respons ib i l i t y  fo r  the  miss ions  o f  Red
R i ver-. 69

The new Mother General would continue the
missionary interest which had been shown by her
predecessor. Two recruits joined Sister Hamel.
These were  S is te r  S t -S tan is las  and S is te r  Desnoyers '
In  1873 two add i t iona l  s is te rs  wou ld  leave Mont rea l
Apr i l  222  S is te r  Senay and S js te r  Leb lanc ,  S is te r
Lamy, who had gone to Montreal to recover her health,
re tu rned to  Red R iver  w i th  S is te r  McCul logh and
Sister St-Placide. These newcomers replaced two
wel l -deserv jng  workers ,  S is te r  C lap in  and S is te r
AIlard who returned home after so many years of
sacr i f i ce .  They  had passed the  tes t  o f  m iss ionary
work and returned to work generously in other f ields.
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Sr. Labreche to the sisters, Dec. 26, 1863.

Le t te r  to  the  s js te rs  o f  I le - ; -  la -Crosse,  Apr i l
23 ,  1864.

Arch ives ,  1863-1872 ,  p .  18 .

Letter dated Apri l  25, 1864.

M6moi res ,  Par t  I ,  p .  202.

Beno i t ,  op ,c i t . ,  Vo l . I ,  p .  482 .

Letter dated Apri l  21 , 1864.

Letter dated March 31, 1864.

Letter dated March 24, 1864.

Mother  Deschamps,  ex-sup.  gen. ,  now sup.  a t
To ledo,  0h io ,  rn iss ion  founded by  the  Grey  Nuns
in 1855, planned the meeting. Mother Sioconbe
to  the  s is te rs ,  May 23 ,  1864.

Sr .  Cuman to  Sr .  Labreche,  Feb.  16 ,  1864.

Letter to Mother Slocombe, May 30, 1864.

Sr. Labreche to the sisters of Toledo, March
13 ,  1864 .

Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo l . I ,  p .505 .

Sr ,  Mar ie  to  the  s is te rs  o f  To ledo,  March  13 ,
1864.

16  Mar ie  Gascon le f t  Mont rea l  w i th  the  s is te rs
go ing  to  I le -a - la -Crosse in  1860.
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Letter dated Jan. 30, 1866. The decree did not
approve o f  d iv id ing  the  Ins t i tu te  in to  p rov in -
ces ;  ins tead,  i t  recommended the  es tab l i shment
o f  v icar ja tes  to  be  v is i ted  by  a  super io r
des  ignated  fo r  tha t  purpose.

Le t te r  to  Sr .  Agnes,  oc t .  8 ,  1866.

Le t te r  da ted  Dec.  2 ,  1866.

Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo l . I ,  p .  548 ,

S is te r  Ward 's  journa l  ,  1867.

Cor r ,  gen. ,  le t te r  No,  310.

Cor r .  gen. ,  Aug,  9 ,  1869.  Mother  S locornbe had
been re -e lec ted  as  sup.  gen.

Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo l . l ,  p .  576 .

0s le r ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  20 .

Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo1 . I ,  pp .  584-585 .  The
Bishop was a lso  in f luent ia l  in  ob ta in ing  tha t
the  h ighway be  d isp laced and tha t  a  b r idge be
bu i l t  on  the  Se ine  R iver .

Mother Slocornbe to Sr. M. de Bonsecours, Jan.
1 ,  1868 .

Cor r .  gen, ,  Sept ,  14 ,  1868.

Le t te r  da ted  Apr i l  23 ,  1869.

Le t te r  to  Fa ther  P ,  Auber t ,  o ,m. i . ,  Jan .  16 ,
1869.

Letter dated May 17, 1868.
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32 Reg is t re  des  soeurs .  In  a  le t te r  to  the  sup,
gen.  on  May 15 ,  1868,  Sr .  R ie l  expressed grea t
joy  a t  hav ing  " inher i ted"  Sr ,  L imoges '  c ruc i f i x
and r ing ,  Sr .  L i rnoges ,  D i rec to r  o f  Nov ices ,
was succeeded by  Sr .  F ise t te  and then by  Sr .
La t rance.

33  ASGM documents  per ta in ing  to  S t .  Mary 's  Schoo l ,
Winn ipeg ,

34  Mrs .  McTav ish  re t i red  to  the  convent  dur ing  the
temporary absence of her husband who had been
ca l led  to  Eng land.  There  were  prospec ts  o f
se l l ing  the  Nor th -West  Ter r i to r ies  to  Canada.
Le t te r  by  Sr .  Pe l t ie r ,  March  21  ,  1869.

? qr r  Tess ie r -B i ron ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  149 .

36  Sr .  Pe l t i e r  to  the  s i s te rs  in  To ledo ,  Ju ly  13 ,
1869.  0n  Aug,  17 ,  1869,  the  s is te rs  a t  the
mother house were qreatlv honoured bv the
presence o f  B ishop ra ine  an i  B ishop C lu t  l t  the
ves t i tu re  and Dro fess ion  cerenon ies .  Le t te r  o f
Sep t .  1 ,  1869 .

37  Mor ice ,  "H is t .  abr6g6e,  0ues t  canad ien" ,  pp .
79-80.

38  0s  1er ,  op .c i t . ,  p .22 .

3e  De Mo issac ,  Sr . ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  137 .

40  Le t te r  da ted  Dec.  1869.

4L  Anc .J . ,  Vo l . l I I  ,  p ,  122 .

42  Le t te r  da ted  Feb.  7 ,  1870.

43  Le t te r  da ted  March  16 ,  1870.

44  Grouard ,  Mgr  E . ,  op .c i t . ,  pp .  141-142.

4s  De  Mo issac ,  Sr . ,  op .c i t . ,  p ,  141 .  A t  Lower
Fort Gamy, the sisters took care of some
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soldiers who had contracted srnal lpox.

Reo is t re  des  soeurs .  Sr .  0esaute ls ,  born  in
As iompt ion ;  la te r  she  l i ved  in  the  Un i ted
Sta tes .

No t .b iog . ,  S r .  Desau te  l s  '

E lzear  Gou le t ,  S r .  Gou le t ' s  b ro ther ,  was  k i l l ed
as he was swimming across the Red River, Sept.
13 ,  1870.  That  sumner ,  R ie l  had f led  to  the
Uni ted  Sta tes .

Mor ice ,  " fg l .  ca th , ,  0ues t  canad ien" ,  Vo l . I I ,
p .  301 .

One reca l l s  tha t  the  Const i tu t ions  o f  1851 d id
not  approve "n jdd le -c lass"  board ing  schooIs '

A mental Datient who had no one to take care of
h im had to  be  hosp i ta l i zed  in  a  corner  o f  the
shed .

These detai ls are extracted fron letters writ-
ten  bv  Sr ,  C lap in  to  Mother  McMul len  da ted
Sept .  

-19 ,  
1870,  

.and 
Feb.  25 ,  1871.

Le M6tis, Aug. 24, 1872.

Cor r .  gen , ,  June  3 ,  1871 .

Sr .  Char lebo is  was named ass is tan t  genera l  on
Aug, 18, 1869. Sr. Descharnps who--had been
elected assjstant general at the 1868 chapter
had to  res ign  on  account  o f  i l l  hea l th .

B ishoo Bourqet  had qran ted  permiss ion  to  A lex-
andre '  Tach6,  young-  seminar jan ,  to  en ter  the
conqreqat ion  o f  the  Miss ionary  0b la tes  o f  Mary
Inrmicuiate. Letter dated Sept. 17, 1844.

Mandements  de  Mgr  Bourget ,  Mont rea l ,  4 th  Vo l . ,
o .  t62 .
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58 Le t te r  da ted  Ju ly  9 ,  1871.

59  The R je l  hone,  as  we l l  as  the  convent  in  S t .
Norber t ,  were  re len t less ly  searched by  R ie l ' s
adversar ies .

60  F i rs t  reg is te r  kep t  a t  Hop . -gen .  S t . -Bon . ,  S r '
F jse t te  rep laces  Sr .  S te-Therese a t  Eco le  S te-
Mar" i  e.

6 r  Sr .  Pe l t je r  to  the  s is te rs  in  s t .  Bon. ,  Aug.
18 ,  1871 .

62  Sr .  Roy  to  the  s is te rs  o f  Lac  La  B iche,  Aug.  4 ,
1871 .

63  Mi tche l l ,  s r ,  E . ,  "Mere  S locornbe" ,  p .443 .

64  Papa l  bu l l  da ted  Sept .  22 ,  1871.  In  1868,  the
Counc i l  o f  the  b ishops  o f  Canada had necom-
mended the  es tab l i shment  o f  ecc les ias t i ca l
p rov inces  in  Toronto  and in  S t .  Bon i face '

t <or  0s1er ,  op ,  c i t , ,  pp .  135-136 .

66  P la .y  wr i t ten  by  Sr .  Co l le t te  and pub l ished in
'rLe- Metis'r  ,  n6wspaper founded by Mr. Royal.'Anc .  

J . ,  Vo l . I I I ,  p .  181  .

67  De Mo issac ,  Sr .  E . ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  146 ,

68 ASGM, Mother Slocombe, Post Mortem, letter
da ted  June ?4 ,  L872.

6s  The gen.  chap.  o f  1872 added a  th i rd  genera l
ass is tan t  to  the  counc i l ,  Sr .  P insonneau ' l t .
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CHAPTER SIX - 1874-1883

Sister Mathi lde Hamel had taken over the
pos j t ion  o f  super io r  o f  S t .  Bon j face  fo r  two years '
She had been t reasurer  dur ing  the  d i f f i cu i t  years  o f
1869-70 and then she had been directress of the
board ing  schoo l ,  wh ich  had to  be  made ia rger  in  1871.
Her  b iographer  wou ld  wr j te  o f  her :  "She rea l l y  does
not  have the  hands o f  a  teacher ;  the  l ines  and marks
on her  hqnds  g ive  w i tness  o f  the  d ivers i ty  o f  her
labours, ' ' r  gu{ she was an educatorin every sense of
the  word .  " l le  have to  b r ing  up  these ch i ld ren , "  she
wou ld  say  to  her  co l leagues when she had been g iven
the  respbns ib i l i t y  o f  the  board ing  schoo l .  -  In  her
op jn ion ,  i t  was  a  work  o f  char i ty  par  exce l lence to
s i read knowledge o f  God,  to  in i t ia te  young peop le  to
lbarn ing  and to  those va lues  wh ich  cou ld  be t te r  the i r
oua l i t v 'o f  l i fe .  Nor  d id  she conf ine  her  educat iona l  

'

dc t i v i i i es  to  those o f  the  c lassroon.  She fe l t
formation was much more effect ive when acconpanied by
char i tv ,  bv  the  t remendous ass is tance ex tended to  the
needy, - the  s ick ,  to  a l l  those men qnd women whon she
was ca l led  to  serve  as  a  Grey  Nun. "

Th is  ou ts tand ing  educator  had the  d i f f i cu l t
du ty  o f  c los ing  a  schoo l  dur ing  1874.  S t '  Mary 's
Acaderny in Winnipeg had been accepted onl.y .on a
prov is iona l  bas is .  Archb ishop Tache now had the
co l labora t ion  o f  a  young and deserv ing  Congregat ion ,
that of the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and
Mary .  The rn iss ionar ies  sent  by  th is  Canad ian  foun-
dat lon  went  to  v is i t  the  qenera l  counc i l  o f  the  Grey
Nuns be fore  leav ing  Mont l rea l ;3  in  the  cap i ta l  o f
Manitoba thev received a warm welcone from the
pioneers ot fAOg who had opened the school. Their
task  had no t  been easy  s ince ,  in  add i t ion  to  tea-
ch ing ,  they  had had " to  serve  d inner  to  rn in is te rs ;
care  fo r  the  s ick  o f  the  mi l i ta ry  hosp j ta l ;  make
c lo th ing  fo r "  o f f i cers  and po l i ce  agents . " '

There was a saying among the sisters that one
work is not left  except to the profi t  of another.
The objective of the Grey Nuns t ' ,as always a. prefe-,
rence for the most abandoned olaces in accordance



104

with the letter Mother McMul len had oiven them
December 4, L844.

That is why during 1874 three more convents
were born, one of which without the knowledge of
e i ther  p rov inc ia l  o r  genera i  counc i l s .  In  fa r  o f f
l ' l ackenz ie ,  E ishop Is idore  C lu t ,  in  the  absence o f
B ishop Faraud,  asked S is te r  Lapo in te  o f  the  Prov i -
dence Convent  to  open a  schoo l  a t  For t  Ch ipewyan,  in
the  n iss ion  o f  La  Nat iv i te .  He took  fu l l  respon-
s ib i l i t y  fo r  the  in i t i a t i ve  and  he  sa id  he  wou ld  have
Father Grouard get the approval of the mother house
when he passed through Montreal on his way to France.
Thus i t  was  tha t  on  June 30 ,  S is te r  Lapo in te  and
Sis te r  Miche l -des-Sa in ts ,  w i th  the  te r t ia ry  Don i -
th j lde ,  le f t  Prov idence and reached the i r  new pos t  on
Ju ly  19 ,  They  had to  l i ve  in  a  hove l  wh ich  was open
to  the  w ind ,  ra jn  and snow.  I t  was  pa tched up  and,
w i th  the  he lp  o f  Prov idence,  was soon a t t rac t ing
pup i ls  whose successes  wou ld  be  a  source  o f  p r ide . l
The new pioneers were sent a letter from the mother
house,  te l l ing  them they  must  abandon the  unautho-
r ized  pro jec t  bu t  the  le t te r  d id  no t  reach the
nor thern  snow- land un t i l  w in te r  had se t  in .  By  th is
t jme, Father Grouard had explained everything and the
genera l  counc j l  dec ided to  g ive  the  necessary  ap-
probat ion  wh ich  was no t i f ied  to  the  s is te rs  in
February  o f  i875 ,

Th is  foundat ion  was to  surv ive  and to  deve loo
in  an  as ton ish ing  fash ion ,  bu t  the  exper ience proved
once again how inconvenient i t  was to have such poor
means of comnunication with the North. That was a
good reason for the tendency to create addit ional
v icar ja tes ,  The super io r  a t  S t .  Bon i face  was s imp ly
unab le  phys ica l  l y  to  v is i t  such  fa r  away p- laces .  So,
when on  Auoust  10  there  was ooened a t  I le -d - la -Crosse
St ,  Joseph- 's  Hosp i ta l ,  bu i l i  by  Bro ther  Bowes,  the
celebration tvas verv int imate as was the case when
the former Driest '  s 

-house 
becane a school cal led Our

Lady of the Sacred Heart.6 This new school was soon
attract ing many pupils whose parents demonstrated
the i r  con f idence in  the  s is te rs .
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The troubles of 1869-70 had not been favourable
to recruit ing of Grey Nuns. There was only one St '
Bon i face  nov ice ,  S is - te r  Dudemaine,  a  na t ive  o f  S t .
Cuthber t ,  in  Quebec.  /  Vo ids  were  beg inn ing  to .appear
as  a  resu l t  o i  deaths .  S is te r  McCul logh d ied  Apr i l
13 ,  hard ly  twenty - four  years  o1 .d ;  S js te r  l ' l i th rnan d ied
Oc iober  22 ,  age s ix ty -e igh t .E  These i r revocab le
departures wer6 rnade up in part by those sent from
Moht rea l  to  the  l les t  and the  Nor th ,  bu t  a  new source
of  vocat ions  opened up  in  Europe.  The b ishops .  and
miss ionary  0b ia tes  who v is i ted  France s t i r red  up
oreat  in tenes t  in  the  n iss ion  by  the i r  repor ts  and
lhey  succeeded in  a t t rac t ing  vocat ions  no t  on ly  fo r
the i rse lves  bu t  a lso  fo r  the  Grey  Nuns.  Br i t tany
showed i tse l f  par t i cu la r ly  respons ive .  0n  August  24 ,
1874 a  na t ive  o f  Evron  ar r i ved  a t  the  no ther  house.
Miss  Mar ie -Anne Heur teb ize  was a  n iece  o f  B ishop
Grand in .  She was s t i11  on ly  seventeen years  o f  age
when she came; on June 2, 1877 she nade her profes-
s ion  under  the  name o f  S is te r  Grand in '  She had to
wa i t  un t j l  she  was twenty - th ree  years  o f  age be fore
becoming a  miss ionary  in  the  West , '  by  wh i .ch  t ime
others 6f her compati iots had preceded her into the
country of snowy s i  I  ence.

0n Septernber 24, 1874, a group of Gre-y Nuns
le f t  Red R iver  ne i ther  fo r  the  Fa i  Nor th  nor  fo r  the
l, lest but southward to the United States. There were
four  Grey  Nuns and a  vo lun teer  who went  to  es tab l i sh
a  work  wh ich  wou ld  invo lve  evange l iz ing  the  once-
dreaded S ioux .  The pro jec t  had been d iscussed. fo r  a
number  o f  years .  In  fac t ,  when S is te r  Char lebo is  was
at Red River she had writ ten to Mother Slocombe:
"B ishop Grace o f  S t '  Pau l  seens .very  ser ious  in  h is
reouest for Grev Nuns' He nay have already writ ten
to 'vou  about  i t , -  B ishop Tach5 favours  the  foundat jon
buf  j s  unab le  to  send a  pr ies t  there .  Fa ther  Gen in
who ooes  f ro rn  t jme to  t imb to  the  miss jon  o f  'Dev i l ' 5

i l [uY- i ' i t ' " i , i . i i t .o- i t -nv-"enaming i t  s t .  Michael . "10

Sis te r  Char lebo is  had s topped fo r  a  v is j t  w i th
B ishop Grace who,  w i thout  de1ay ,  po in ted  ou t  on  a  map
of North Dakota the place where a construction was
already in progress nbt far from Fort Totten. The
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house was be ing  bu i l t  a t  the  expense o f  the  Aner ican
government and the bishop of St. Paul had requested
the sisters to go to teach the ygung people and also
to  car ry  on  works  o f  char i ty , t t  D iscuss ions  were
interupted by the death of Mother Slocombe. but
Major Forbes started thern up again. The Sjoux had
taken advantage o f  the  Amer ican C iv i l  l l a r  to  c la im
the i r  r igh ts .  The government  ca lmed the i r  unres t  by
t rea t ies  wh ich  were  subsequent ly  no t  fu1 ly  respec ted .
Hence there arose the massacres of 1868 and the stenn
reor isa ls .  Severa l  Ind ians  were  executed  and o thers
were  reDr ieved on  cond i t ion  tha t  thev  wou ld  remain  in
a reserve set aside for then bv the American autho-
r " j t ies , l2  Asked who they  wante i  to  have as  teachers ,
the  S ioux  had rep l ied ,  "The b lack  robes .  "  Ma jor
Forbes, after vain attempts to obtain the services of
Amer ican congregat jons ,  v { ro te  to  h is  cous in ,  Mother
McMullen, who out the matter before the oeneral
counc i l .13  th i i  p roposa l  co inc ided  w i th  the  innoun-
cement that a new post had been opened at Chipewyan
where reinforcements were needed. Mother Dupuis, the
super io r  genera l ,  consu l ted  w i th  B ishop Bourget  as  to
wh ich  poss ib le  apos to la te  shou ld  be  pre fer red .  He
sa id  w i thout  hes i ta t ion ,  "Take the  5 ioux ,  s ince  they
are the most abandoned and in need of instruct ion. "
He under took  fo r  h is  Dar t  to  ass is t  in  th is  work  bv
naming.  Fa ther  Bon in  as  a  miss ionary  fo r  the  ne i
Dost ,  rq

S is te r  C lao in  and S is te r  A l la rd  had been ca l led
away from St. Boniface. With them were Sister
La jenmera is  and S is te r  Drapeqq and a  f ine  assoc ia te
by  the  nane o f  Rose Labe l le . r r  They  le f t  fo r  Nor th
Dakota on Septenber 24, the feast of Our Lady of
Mercy .  The i r  i t inerary  led  them f i rs t  to  Ch icago and
then to St, Paul and on to Jamestown. That left
n ine ty  mi les  to  be  t r "ave l led  by  car t  to  For t  To t ten .
One wou ld  th ink  tha t  the  journey  cou ld  be  made jn  a
short t ime, according to the Amerjcan reputation for
speed.  But  Prov jdence orda ined o therw jse .  A t  S t .
Pau l ,  M jnnesota ,  the  t rave l le rs  s tayed a t  the  convent
o f  the  S is te rs  o f  S t ,  Joseoh and remained there  four
weeks, But l ike true Grev Nuns thev knew how to mare
use o f  the i r  t ime.  They-had a  mis i ionary  p r ies t
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teach them the alphabet and the pronunciat ion of the
Sioux  language,  

'The i r  
p ro fessor  gave them a  l i t t le

ca tech ism- in -S joux ,  and they  learned the  prayers  and
nynns .

A t  Jamestown,  accord ing  to  S is te r  A l la rd 's
journa l ,  the  s is te rs  had to  spend two days  and th ree
n  iqh ts  in  an  inn  a l ready  f  i 11ed  to  capac i t y .  The
in ikeeoer  had bu i  l t  a  k ind  o f  add-on ou tbu i  ld ing  over
a  f rozdn sur face  w i th  sacks  tak ing  the  p lace  o f  rugs '
They  spend two s leep less  n igh t  on  p i  les  o f -  hay
covered by horse blankets. The manageress of. the
hotel tooi oitv on thern and offered her own bed for
the next night-.  The sisters took turns resting in
the bed. Ttus were the sisters being well  prepared
for  the  many n igh ts  they  wou ld  be  pass ing  on  the
pra j r ies ,  so  o f t in  hav ing  to  ea t  f rozen prov is ions
and  sh ive r ing  w i th  co ld ,

F ina l  l y ,  on  November  2 ,  they  reached For t
To t ten  to  learn  tha t  the i r  house was no t  ye t  f i -
n ished.  The s is te rs  had to  accept  the  hosp i ta l i t y  o f
Major Forbes who was happy to receive them. The
s js te rs  soon began the i r  work  o f  evange l iza t ion .  The
Sioux had asked for black robes; they were perhaps
taken aback  to  f jnd  themse lves  w i th  "g rey  robes ' "
When f inal ly the convent was ready to enter, i t  was
s t i l l  nece isary  to  ga ther  l ime,  mor ta r  and .wood
shav ings .  S is te r  Drapeau i rnprov ised a  tab le  w i th  two
p lanks-over  an  enpty  bar re l .  0n  May B,  the  chape l
was ready and was dedicated to Our Lady of Seven
Somows,  a  t i t le  wh jch  no  doubt  he lped the  s is te rs  to
accept their new environment. The had to sleep on
the i loor for three weeks; for their food they had
only a barrel of f lour, sone eggs and a case of_ tea'
Theie was no rni1k, but in sumner there would be
vegetab les  because the  super io r ,  S is te r  C lap in ,
foiesaw the need for a garden. The sisters set r ight
to  work ,  S is te r  A l la rd  was ab le  to  tend Joseph,  a
poor fel low near death. He accepted baptism just a
iew davs before he died. To Sister Drapeau fel l  the
task  o i  v is i t ing  the  poor  in  the i r  ten t ' s '  There  was
plenty of "work to do, but the general att i tude
i t t r ibu ted  to  the  S ioux  was tha t  work  was on ly  fo r
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s laves ;  the  k ings  o f  na ture ,  as  they  regarded them-
se lves ,  were  hunters . "

The new mission deoended on the vicariate of
S t .  Bon i face .  The Red R iver  s is te rs  fo l lowed i t s
beg inn ings  w i th  g rea t  in te res t .  They  were  no  doubt
as ton ished tha t  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  a  foundat ion
cou ld  be  as  d i f f i cu l t  as  in  the  oo la r  c i r c le .  Thev
d id  no t  doubt  tha t  the  S ioux '  rn iss ionar ies  on ly
par t ia l l y  revea led  the  hardsh ips  they  encountered .
Each person in  the  nov i t ia te  was taught  tha t  tak ing
up the  c ross  is  a  necessary  par t  o f  fo l low ing  the
Master .

I f  there was one oerson who would vouch for
this truth i t  was Father Adolphe Forget who had been
a protege of the Grey Nuns since 1849, There had
been so  many d i f f i cu l t ies  in  the  pursu i t  o f  h is
vocat ion ,  bu t  f ina l l y ,  a f te r  twenty  years  o f  wa i t ing ,
he was o1d-ained in St, Boniface Cathedral on January
6 ,  1875.16  He was pro fuse  in  th is  thanks  to  the
s is te rs .  He wro te  to  Mother  Duou is :  " I  have had the
happ iness  o f  o f fe r ing  my second nass  a t  the  S is te rs ' .
I  had always hoped to say my f irst Mass in the Grey
Nuns '  chape l  bu t  I  had to  fo rego tha t  happ iness .  I t
goes without saying that the Mass I offered here was
exc lus ive ly  fo r  the  Grey  Nuns and the  in ten t ions  o f
the i r  Suoer io r  Genera l . . .  I  con t inue to  reca l l  to  Our
Lord  a l l  tha t  has  been done fo r  me, . .  How happy I  am
to have this oowerful and eff icacious neans of
expressing my appreciat ion for al l  the benef- i_ts I
have rece ived in  th is  dear ,  we l l - loved house.  "17

Th is  was dec ided ly  a  year  o f  thanksg iv ing .  0n
February  22 ,  S is te r  McMul len  ce lebra ted  her  go lden
jub i lee  as  a  re l ig ious .  Tes t imon ia ls  poured in  f rom
many inc lud ing  the  miss ionar ies  o f  the  West  who
remembered how she had been the mainspr. ing of works
undertaken out West such as St. Boniface General
Hosp i ta l  and the  o ther  pos ts  wh ich  fo l lowed. ls  The
period of rejoicing t ' ,as not a prolonged one, however,
fo r  S is te r  McMul  len ,  the  ex-Mother  Genera i ,  d ied
Apr i l  7  a t  the  age o f  69 .  The miss ions  had been
upppernost in her mind r ight up to the t ime of her
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death ;  Archb ishop Tach6,  in  homnage o f  her  serv ices ,
offerid a funerai Mass for the repose of her soul on
Aor i  I  10 , le

The Archbishop himself was honoured on June 24
on the  25 th  ann iversary  o f  h is  be ing  a  b ishop.  I t
was  a lso  h is  30 th  yea l in  the  miss ion  f ie ld .  Th is
doub le  ann jversary  was ce lebra ted  by  c le rgy ,  - la i t y '
re l ig ious  communi i jes  and c iv ic  leaders '  The St .
Jean lBapt is te  Soc ie ty  escor ted  h im in to  the  ca thedra l
and Canbn Hicks, a representative of Bishop Bo-urget,
presented him with a r iragnif icent organ as a gif t  from
the diocese of Montreai. The thought was expressed
that the sound of music coming from the pipe organ
would alwavs comnemorate the 

-harrnony 
that existed

between thd brother bishops who had worked together
so 1ong,20 The president of the Leg i  s- l  at- i .ve As-
semblv , -  Mr .  Joseph Dubuc,  expressed the  fee l ings  o f
everv6ne when he-sa id :  "For  twenty - f i ve  years  your
so l i i i tude  has  ex tended to  everyone o f  us .  Whenever
a  ca lami ty  be fe11 us ,  you  were  .a lways  there . ,  in -
de fa t igab ie  as  a  pas tor  ,  

-  
encourag ing  some,  ass is t ing

others l  b r ing ing  6ur  d is t ress  to  the  a t ten t jon  o f  our
bro thers  in  iower  Canada,  ask ing  fo r  he lp  wh ich  was
never  re fused,  "21

Such joys are often fol lowed by sorrows'-.  So,
a short whlle later, i t  was iearned that Major
Forbes, Drotector of the mission of Fort Totten, had
died.22 

'  
Then there cane the awful news that the

"ho lv "  b ro ther  A lex js  had been shot  by  an  Ind ian .
The 

-nor thern  
n iss ions  were  p lunged in to  g r ie f ,

espec ia l l v  the  convent  o f  the  Ho ly  Ange ls  a t  For t
Ch ipewvan,  fo r  Bro ther  A lex is  had spared no  e f fo r t  in
oro tec i in i  the  miss ion  aqa ins t  the  snow and the  co ld .
i t re  new 

'm iss ionar ies ,  -  
S is te r  Brochu and S is te r

Fourn ie r ,  w i th  the  aux i ' l  i a ry  Eugen je  Bern ie r ,  reached
Chipewyan on August 13 to hear the praises of the
humble-ar t i san .  

-They  
were  ab le  to  see fo r  themse lves

the  fu rn i tu re  he  haa bu i l t  w i th  so  much ingen ious-
ness .23  the  humble  Bro ther  had g iven the  grea tes t
oroof of love in the same way as many of those who,
iay  by  day ,  s tep  by  s tep ,  I i ve  the i r  l i ves  in  d i f -
f i cu l t  labour  so  o f ten  unrecogn ized.
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Mother  E l i sabeth  Dupu is  made her  f i rs t  o f f i c ia l
v is i t  to  the  West  as  super  i  o r -genera  I  in  1876 in  the
spring. She needed no convincing that her daughters
wbre heroic. She was not able to visi t  the far
northern Dosts but she was able to see for herself
that her ioncerns for the foundation of Chipewyan had
been leo i t i rna te  s ince  even a t  Red R iver ,  a f te r  32
years  o f  inc red jb ie  labours ,  there  were  s t i l l  many
i r i va t ions  to  be  underqone.  A t  I le -a - la -Crosse the
henu cons is ted  o f  bo i led  f i sh ;  a t  S t .  A lber t  there
was a  famine wh ich  caused peop le  to  d ie  o f  hunger ;
sometimes the sisters were reduced to eating bannock
for the noon meal; the mil l  had been destroyed in the
f lood.  B ishop Grand in  appea led  in  va in  fo r  govern-
ment  a jd ;  no  one cou ld  escape the  f r igh t fu l  s to rm in
wh ich  ha i l ,  the  s ize  o f  eggs ,  had damaged the  f ie lds .
At Lac La Biche progress was so slow that there were
thoughts  o f  abandon ing  i t ,

Happ i ly ,  there  a lso  ex is ted  rea l  successes .
The sisters of the convent of St. Norbert were now
lodged in  a  new house wh ich  remained modest .  Scho l -
a r ly  p rogress  there ,  as  a t  S t .  F ranEo is -Xav ie - r  and
St . -V i ta i ,  was  no tab le  as  ment ioned  in  the  o f f i c ia l
reports of the inspectors, The dear provinc. ial house
wa i  f i l l ed  to  capac i t y  wh i le  the  I i t t l e  hosp i ta l ,
which '4as never without patients, proved i t  was too
s m a  l  l  . ' -

St ,  Bon i face ,  in  1876,  cons is ted  o f  th i r ty - f i ve
houses  group ing  fo r ty - f i ve  fami l ies  w i th  a  popu la t ion
of  300 persons .  Ne ighbour ing  w inn ipeg had now 5 ,000
inhabitants. Comnunication had jnproved so much
across Canada that i t  was now pggsible to go from Red
River  to  Mont rea l  in  s ix  days .z r

Mother  Genera l  a r r i ved  June B w i th  n iss ionary
S is te rs  Car ro l l  and  Janson.  They  were  gree ted  w i th
joy. The two companions were assigned to Lac La
Biche,  bu t  S lg te r  Janson 's  hea l th  was a l ready  arous-
ino  anx ie tv ,  zo

Uother DuDuis went down to Fort Totten, one of
the principal reasons for her coming l ' lest.  There, a
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cer ta in  gent leman unacceptab le  to  the  5 ioux ,  had been
appointei successor to hajor Forbes but he had to
rb i ign  and g ive  p lace  to  Mr .  Mc laugh l in .  Mother
Geneial was able to see for herself  the poverty of
the  house wh ich  was no t  rea l l y  f i t  to  rece ive  pup i ls .
As  fo r  the  s ick ,  they  used to  ca l l  S is te r  La jemnera is
"serqeant" so astonished were they at her competence
in  the  f ie ld  o f  remed ies .  S is te r  Drapeau added to
her  du t ies  as  cook  those o f  v is i t ing  the  s ick  wh i le
the  admi rab je  Rose Labe l le ,  a  iack-o f -a l l - t rades ,
nade bread, looked after the laundry and tended to
the  garden.  Above a l l ,  the  pup i ls  kep t  con ing  and
orovided hooe for the transformation which must
i "esu l t  f rom Chr is t ian  educat ion .  Mother  Dupu is
returned from her journey on August 24, 1876, her
hear t  f i l l ed  w j th  g ra t i tude.

It  was becoming more and more evident that the
second f loor  o f  the  "men 's  house" ,  be t te r  known as
St ,  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l ,  was  no  longer  su f f i c ien t .  In
the  f j rs t  year  o f  i t s  foundat ion ,  179 s ick  persons
had been cared for there. Since then, even though
everv inch of soace was used to acconmodate two more
beds- to  the  or i ! ina l  foqq,  the  dernand fo r  adn iss ions
cou ld  no t  be  sa t is f ied .z /  That  i s  one reason l ' ,hy  i t
was necessary to extend the prograrn of home visits.
Dear  S is te r  F lav ie  Laurent ,  humbles t  o f  the  humble ,
w j thout  suspec t jng  her  own ab i l i t ies  took  on  th is
min is t ry  in  wh ich  she -was to  exce l .  A  journa l i s t  was
to write in La Liberte: "No better choice could ever
have been made for this work. She went about clad in
a  hab i t  wh ich  she wore  w i th  d ign i ty ,  goodness  and
devot ion  insp i r ing  t rus t  and encourag ing  conf idence
as she went everywhere, discerning every need,
f ind ing  remedies  fo r  so  many d iverse  a i lments ,
upho ld lng  the  weak and fa i i ing , -b r ing ing  conso la t ion
to those in grief,  bringing food e^ven to those poor
peop ' le  too  proud to  ask  fo r  he1p, " 'o  S is te r  Laurent
io l lowed so  we l l  the  example  o f  Marguer i te  d 'Youv i l le
in  b r ing ing  bread and hope to  a1 l  o f  the  poor .  The
l i t t le servant of the poor I ' rent wherever there was
sorror.r to assuage and in doing so she gained a
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wonderful reDutation which she did not seek but which
was spontaneously accorded to her by the people.

Meanwhile, i t  was necessary to give service to
the people who went to the hospital where "our Sister
Doctor" enl isted the support of the most ,cqrnpetent
doctors of the capital ' .  Sister Ste-Theres'e was
f ina l l y  ab le  to  rea l i ze  her  ambi t ion  when in  June
1877 the  prov inc ia l  admin is t ra t ion  acqu i red  the  house
of  Mrs .  f i ynes  C lark  a t  a  p lace  across ' f rom the  mouth
of  the  Ass in ibo ine  R iver ,  I t  was  a  f ine  res idence o f
30  by  25  fee t ,  bu i l t  in  1861 fo r  Lou is  Th jbau l t ,  the
brother of the vicar general of the diocese. The
property was l inked to that of the Grey Nuns by a
l i t t )e  ^ [ r idge  across  P lou f fe  c reek ,  now Desp ins
St ree t .29

After some repairs and redecoratio_ns, the
es tab l i shment  was b le ised  by  Archb ishop Tache on  Ju ly
29 and ten patients were transported there on August
8. Now there was room for ten in-patients, instead
of  the  s ix  in  the  o1d p1ace.  They  occup ied  the  who le
o f  the  p1ace,  the  s is te rs  hav ing  to  re tu rn  to  the
prov inc ia l  house every  even ing ,  Dur ing  the  n igh t
the i r  care  was le f t  in  the  hands o f  a  t rus ted  oent le -
man who was h imse l f  in f  i r rn  in  tha t  he  had had i t t  n is
f ingers and a part of his hand cut off .  These
detai ls are set out in a letter from Sister Curran to
Mother Dupuis dated September 16.

Such cond i t ions  cou ld  no t  p reva i l  fo r  iong  and
soon,  in  1878,  there  was bu i l t  an  ad jacent  house fo r
the  s is te rs ,  eas ing  the i r  task  bu t  we igh ing  down the
budget .  Happ i iy  the  debt  cont rac ted  w i th  Mrs ,  C la rk
requ i red  payments  o f  on ly  $59.00  tw ice  a  month .

Mother  Dupu is ,  when she had been in  S t .  Bon i -
face two years ago, had given her approval to the
expansions. Now the one who succeeded her at the
he lm o f  the  Gqey sh ip ,  Mother  Deschamps a lso  gave her
fu11 suppor t .3a  The 'new super io r  gen i ra l  had-a l ready
given proof of her prudent audacity during the ten
years when she had served in the government of the
communjty fron 1853 to 1863. Knowing how the mis
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s ions  were  growing  bo th  in  Canada and the  Un i ted
States, Mother Deschamps wanted to make sure that al l
the  s is te rs ,  and espec ia l  l y  those in  d is tan t  p laces ,
would be able to take part in the l i fe of the com-
muni ty ,  in  i t s  ac t i v i t ies ,  i t s  joys ,  i t s  sor rows,  i t s
d i f f j cu l t ies ,  i t s  successes .  For  th is  purpose she
decided that henceforth there would be circular
letters3l sent by means of the improved mail  ser-
v jces ,  to  a1 l  p laces  where  there  were  Grey  Nuns,  even
in  the  Far  Nor th .  Th is  news bu l le t in  was read
everywhere with great eagernessr thus reinforcing the
bonds of most oerfect union recomnended bv the
Foundress .

One of the manuscript letters dated June 28,
1877 brought news of the death of Sister Janson on
the preceding 16. The sisters nourned the premature
death of this young sister who had been assigned to
the  miss ion  o f  Not re  Dame des  V ic to i res  a t  Lac  La
Biche bu t  who wou ld  be  a  miss ionary  on ly  in  sp i r i t .

The f i rs t  c i rcu la r  le t te r  had a  reDor t  tha t
Lord  and Lady  Duf fe r in  had v is i ted  the  St .  Bon i face
orphanage on 0ctober 10. No doubt having heard of
th is  es tab l  i shnent ,  the  govenor -genera l  made a  po in t
to see i t .  He and his wife were received with ponp.
It  was JoseDhine "Peti te-Aurore" Nebraska who was
chosen to read the addres-s- of welcome whi le wearing
a cos tune o f  her  na t ion ,32  She sa id :  " I  have the
honour to speak on behalf of my thirty-nine com-
panions. I  am of the Sioux nation. At ny r ight you
wj l l  see  a  Sau l teaux ;  on  my le f t  a  daughter  o f  a
Maskegon. Members of eight other nations share in
our  happ iness .  You w i l i  f ind  in  th is  asy lum o f  peace
ch i ld ren  o f  e leven d i f fe ren t  na t iona l i t ies . "  The
address was read in oerfect French. The dist in-
gu ished v js i to r  rep l  ied  in  the  same language.

At the boarding school, the governor-genera I
l i s tened to  a  speech in  Eng l jsh  de l i vered  by  Miss
Thonas while two pupils presented f lowers to Lady and
Miss  Duf fe r  i  n  .

0n October 16th, Mother Hamel left  Montreal
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whene she had attended another qeneral chaDter,
A long w i th  her  came S is te r  No l in  bor ind  fo r  l le - i - la -
Crosse. They arr ived at St. Boniface October 24. As
for  S is te r  C lap in ,  she  re tu rned to  For t  To t ten  w i th
S is te r  Frank l in ,  a  new miss ionary  fo r  Nor th  Dakota .

The in fo rmat ion  in  the  rnonth lv  c i rcu la rs  f rom
7877 to  1BB0 bore  the  s iqnature  o f  S is te r  Ma lv ina
Colette who had returned io Montreal from the West
October  27 ,  1875,33  The cho ice  o f  th is  chron ic le r
was wise one for she had worked many years at Red
River ,  She herse l f  had exper ienced how p leasant  j t
was to read about what was being done not only at the
mother house but in whatever lat i tude Grev Nuns founo
themse I ves .

The Grey  Nuns,  l i ke  the  o ther  c i t i zens  o f  the
west ,  re jo iced  a t  the  comple t ion  o f  the  ra i lway
between Red R iver  and the  Un i ted  Sta tes  wh i le  thev
looked forward to the coming of the Canadian pacif i i
which would stretch frorn sea to sea. The f irst
locomot ive  was sent  on  the  s tearnsh ip ,  Se lk i rk ,  and' 'evg fyone a t  the  prov inc ia l  house"  was ta lk ing  aboutj t , lu  One s is te r  spoke o f  the  immigra t i -on  the
ra i lway  wou ld  b r ing  bu t  expressed conce in  tha t  the
con ing  o f  "c i v i l i za t ion"  m igh t  conp l i ca te  1 i fe .

At the boarding schooi the f irst Anericans
began to arr ivpJ In 1878 the inst i tut ion was named
Tache Academy,s)  a  p res t ig ious  name fo r  a  work  wh ich
was now ab le  to  be  se l f -su f f i c ien t  f inanc ia l l y ,  thus
enabl ing the Archbishop to devote his resouices to
the  cons t ruc t iop_of  a  f ine  new co l lege wh ich  wou ld
cos t  $51,000.0036

The month ly  bu l le t ins  no te  f rom t ine  to  t ime
the .  nominat ion  o f  p r ies ts  to  var ious  par ishes .
Father Chevrjer becarie a cur6; Mr. Forged was the
d i rec to r  o f  the  co l lege,  Fa ther  Dugas be tame schoo l
inspec tor  and Father  G ladu served bo th  as  secre tarv
to  the  Archb ishop and chap ' la in  o f  the  hosp i ta l .3T  

-

.  _T ie -hosp i ta l  was  popu lar  bu t  no t  p rosperous ;  i t
needed he1p.  For tunate ly ,  benefac tors  ass is ted  w i th
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co l lec t jons ,  one o f  wh ich  was taken among ra i lway
workers  by  Mrs .  Houtman who ins is ted  on  be ing  accom-
pan ie(  by  a  Grey  Nun.  The lo t  fe l l  to  S js te r  Cur -
ran . ro  The a lms co l lec ted  were  shared be tween the
hospital and the orphanage which had no independent
source of revenue. Here an epidemic of typhoid fever
broke ou t  w i th  the  loss  o f  one 13-year -o1d orphan.
Those no t  a f fec ted  by  i t  were  p laced in  homes wh i le
the  bu i  ld ing  was t rans formed in to  an  in f i rmary ,
S is te r  Bo i re  her "se l f  con t rac ted  the  i l l ness  and i t
was dear Sister St-Joseph who nursed her back to
hea l th ,  I t  was  sa id  tha t  S is te r  S t -Joseph rega ined
her  yo^u^ th  wh i le  lav ish jng  care  on  her  be loved or -
ohan i .39

! , lh i le  the  ep idemic  was runn ing  i t s  course ,  and
whj ie  "our  s is te r -doc to1"  was la id  up  by  reason o f  an
at tack  o f  e rys ipe1as ,40  the  news tami  tha t  S is te r
Char lebo is  was comino fo r  a  v is i ta t ion  o f  the  mis -
s ions  in  the  West .  TF is  t i rne  she in tended to  inc lude
in  her  v is i t  a  t r ip  even to  the  Far  Nor th .  She cane,
accompanied by S.ister Derorne, who was assigned to St.
Boniface, The unaccustorned swiftness of travel
caused inconven jences  because now somet imes peop le
ar r ived  sooner  than exDected .  S is te r  Char lebb is
found every th ' ing  locked up  when she knocked a t  the
doors  o f  the  prov inc ia l  house a t  midn ioh t  be tween
August 29 and 30. Sister Hamel ca' l  led o-ut, " l lho is
there?"  "Grey  Nuns f rom Mont rea l . "  ' , I t  can , t  be .
The bishop says they are not corning unti l  tomorow.,,
"Never  mind  what  the  b ishop sa id .  S jnce  we are  here .
open the  doors .  "  Th is  in ; ident  caused mer r iment  to
everyone except perhaps poor Sister Hamel wh-o had
prepared a  grand recept ion  fo r  the  v  j s i to r "s . , ,a t

Sister Hamel sDared no effort when i t  carne to
rece iv ing  the  wonthy  v is i to r  whose coming was an-
nounced for the spring of 1880. Mother Deschamps
left Montreal May 24 in the cornpany of Sister Ai-
senau l t  and S is te r  G ique l  lo ,  these las t  two br ing ing
to seventy-two the number of Grey Nuns spread out in
ins t j tu t ions  as  fa r  away as  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and in
what would one day become Alberta.
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I t  was  the  va l ian t  Bre tonne,  S is te r  G ique l lo ,
who kept  the  journa l  o f  th is  t r ip .  She had been
recru i ted  by  B ishop Faraud in  one o f  h is  v js i t s  to
France and greatly desired to become a rnissionary in
the Canadian Far North. The sisters reached Fort
Totten May 30 after the obl igatory stop at Janestown.
The chron ic le r  no ted ,  "Noth ing  d is tu rbs  the  s i lence
of  the  vas t  p ra i r ies ,  no t  even the  s ing ing  o f  l i t t le
b i rds . "  When f ina l l y  they  saw a  wh i te  house wh ich
Mr .  McLaugh l in  sa jd  was the  convent ,  S is te r  G ique l lo
wro te  i t  was  imposs ib le  to  express  the  fee l ings  " in
our  hear ts .  "

They  were  surpr ised  to  see the  mi l i ta ry  bear ing
of  th i r ty - th ree  l i t t le  Ind ian  boys  and as  nany  f ine
Ind ian  g i r1s .  The S ioux  had come in  g rea t  numbers  to
see " the  no ther  o f  a l l  s is te rs . "  Mother  Genera l
p laced on  the  a l ta r  a  l i t t le  s ta tue  o f  Our  Ladv  o f
Frovidence befone whom the f irst Grey Nuns had v-owed
thenselves to the Lord. They greeted Father Claude
of  the  Bened ic t ine  o f  Me inard  who reo laced Father
Bon in  a t  To t ten  on  account  o f  the  la t te r ' s  i l l
hea l th .  A t  4 :30  D.m,  there  was Bened ic t ion  o f  the
Blessed Sacrament, preceded by an unplanned wedding
cerenony. A young man who wished to marry one of the
pup i ls  had been to ld  by  Majon  Mc laugf  in  the  wedd ing
cou ld  take  o lace  as  soon as  he  had bu i l t  a  su i tab le
she l te r  fo r  h i rnse l f  and h is  b r ide .  Now h is  cab in  had
been f in ished and i t  was  necessarv  to  fu l f i l  the
promise made to h im.

The work in North Dakota had overcone the f irst
d i f f i cu l t jes ,  espec ia l l y  the  lack  o f  t rus t  and the
ind isc ip l ine  o f  the  ch i  ld ren  o f  the  woods.  Bv  th is
t ime,  the  leve l  o f  learn ing  was a  source  o f  p r ide  fo r
the sisters. Two wings had been added to the school
and one o f  these served as  a  hoso i ta l  wh ich  enab led
the  s is te rs  to  work  nore  d i rec t i v  w i th  the  adu l ts .
A l l  these de ta j l s  were  eager ly  6bserved by  S is te r
Gique l lo  and S is te r  Arsenau l t  fo r  the j r  journey  f rom
Montreal ended at Totten where the forner was to
serve ten vears and the latter for thirtv-f ive
years .42
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Mother  Genera l  wro te :  " l  am f i l l ed  w i th  as-
tonishment to see the changes that have been brought
about in the woods of Dakota. My heart is ful l  of
happiness when I look at the good which has been done
by our  s is te rs .  In  s ix  years  they  have rece ived
a' lmost three hundred pupil i  who havL been baptized
and g iven the  pr inc ip les  o f  p r i rnary  ins t ruc t ion .  The
Siou i  ch i ld  i s  no  d i f fe ren t  f rom o thers ,  except  fo r
co lour .  They  te1 l  me they  are  de l igh ted  to  learn ,
espec ia l  l y  o f  th ings  o f  the  sp i r i t .  "q r

Mother Deschamos left  June 15 with Sister
Lajemmerais who needed a rest, "!{ i th tears the
s is te rs  separa ted ;  the  f i rs t  rn i les  separa t ing  Tot ten
f rom St .  Bon i face  were  t rave l led  in  s i lence. "  Th is
t ime, Sister Hamel was careful to be at the stat ion
on June 16  bu t ,  as  luck  wou ld  have i t ,  the  t ra in  d id
not  a r r i ve  un t i l  the  , l8 th .  For tunate ly  the  s ta t jon
was not far since i t  occupied some of ! [e land of the
archd iocese near  the  s is te rs '  convent .aa  The even ing
of  the  ar r i va l  was  magn i f i cen t  w i th  a l l  the  ch i ld ren
and adults gathered at the entrance to the garden,
a l l  on  the i r  bes t  behav iour ,  w i th  Archb ishop Tache
there  to  ha i l  the  an iva l  o f  Mother  Genera l .

Ce lebra t ions  cont inued the  nex t  day  fo r  the
orphans and the  board ing  schoo l  pup i l s  as  we l l  as
thbse in  a l  I  the  ins t i tu l ions  v is i t6d :  the  schoo ls
a t  S t .  F ranEo is -Xav ie r ,  S t .  Norber t  and 5 t .  V i ta l ;
the hospital where Sister Cleary had replaced Sister
Ste-Thei"ese, A teleoram caused-a conmotion since i t
arr ived on the annivirsary of the dispatch received
in 1872 announcing the death of Mother Slocombe.
This t irne news came that the Consti tut ions of the
Grey Nuns had received the formal approval of Rone.
The Grey Nuns of Montreal were now definit ively a
Pont i f i ca l  congregat ion ,  Everyone reca l led  a l I  the
encouragernent that had been given by Bishop Bggrget
who had resigned his functjons on June 22, 187 6"'-  and
who was now l i v ing  jn  re t i rement  a t  Sau l t -au-Reco l -
let.  A message of grat i tude was forwarded to him.

It  was at one of the ceremonies of reioicing
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tha t  Archb ishop Tache revea led  to  the  s is tens  the
secret about Mother Deschampsr as a young sister she
had wanted to volunteer to be amono the heroic women
of the West but had been advised n-ot to do so.

Mother General herself  shared her inpressions
at  S t .  Bon i face  and i t s  works :  "S t .  Bon i face  is  very
much l i ke  I le  Sa in t -Bernard  a t  Chateauguay,  espec ia l -' l y  

the  p laces  around the  n iss jon  lands .  The ca the-
dra l  i s  on ly  a  few s teps  away;  i t s  in te r io r  decora-
t ion  js  p leasant  and appnopr ia te .  The prov inc ia l
house i . l  o f  wh i te  wood w i th  a  very  p leas ing  ex-
te r io r .+o  I  never  expec ted  to  see the  Archb ishop and
our  s i s te rs  in  such  we l l -bu i l t  houses ,  wh i le  a  f i ne
new co l lege is  in  the  process  o f  be ing  comple ted . "

If  Mother Descharnps showed some surprise at the
development of the works, she was not surprised at
the devotion of the sisters among whom reigned
s impl ic i t y ,  o rder  and regu la r i t y .  Two o f  the  p io -
neers, Sister St-Joseph and Sister Lafrance, were
s t j l l  l i v ing ;  Mother  Genera l  had no t  seen the  fo rmer
for twenty-six years; as for the latter, seventeen
years had gone by since they had net together at the
general chapter of 1863. How many souvenirs were
evoked a t  the  happy meet ings  wh jch  D jv ine  Prov idence
had arranged after so many years of separation,

The happy days  passed by  qu ick ly .  Soon,  on
Ju ly  28 ,  Fa ther  Forget  was  ce lebra t ing  Mass  ask ing
the Lord to grant a safe return journey to the nost
honoured Grey Nun. 0n the way back to Montreal
Mother General stopped at Toledo where Sister Sobien:
sky was working af i i rr  twenty-six years in Manitoba.4T

* * *

The nov i t ia te ,  wh ich  was c losed fo r  f  i ve  years ,
reopened i ts doors on August 25, 1880. Now there
were  th ree  nov ices  in  S t .  Bon i face :  Miss  Brabanr .
Miss  Samson and Miss  Parent .  S is te r  Lamv was the
nov ice  d i rec to r  ass is ted  bv  S is te r  0 'Br ien .  Two
other postulants soon joinei l .  There was thus good
hope for the future but much t ime would have to
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e lapse un t i l  the  cand jda tes  were  ready  to  be  ranked
amoiq  the  mjss ionar ies .  Meanwhi le ,  re in fo rcements
came-from Montreal, Sisters Trudeau and Deneau who
ar r ived  on  January  28 ,  lBB l  fo l lowed by  S is te rs
Fonta i  ne-Mau gras and Beaudoin-Despins in the autumn.

Mother Deschamps, during her visi t  the previous
vear ,  had wr i t ten :  i ' I ' thousht  o f  S is te r  Char ' lebo is
ind her two comoanions, of Sister Lemay and Sister
Mass6 on the road to Lake Athabaska and Sister
D iqu ie re  and S is te r  Lavo ie  who went  to  S t .  A lber t .
Seven Grey  Nuns were  t rave l l ing  a t  the  sane t ime.no t
in  search-  o f  go ld  bu t  to  do  someth ing  fo r  the  g lo ry
o f  God whom {hey  w ished to  serve  in  H is ,poor ,  H is
un jns t ruc ted  and H is  most  d isadvantaged '  "46

Sis te r  Char lebo is  was fa i th fu l  to  g ive  a  fu l l
account of what she saw during the two years of her
v is i ta t ion  o f  the  Far  Nor th .  

-She 
had no  hes i ta t ion

in  o ra is ino  what  was be inq  done in  those remote
cor  e rs  o f  ihe  wor ld .ae  "The K ingdom o f  God advan-
ces," she wrote in her diary, eicerpts frorn. which
were sent regularly to the mother house' She ex-
pressed surp i j se  a i  how we l l  the  pup i ls  were  do ing
both  a t  Sa in t -A lber t  Schoo l  and the  one a t  Lac  La
Biche,  " I  w ish  tha t  the  benefac tors  o f  our  miss ions
could see them. " As for the post of Chipewyan, the
v is i to r  thought  the  s i tua t ion  was beyond her  hopes .
"The aqent ,  

-Mr .  
MacFar lane,  does  much fo r  our  s is -

ters, 
- l t  

is good to have a forner pupi l  enployed by
the powerful Hudson Bay Company."

I t  was  August  28 ,  1880,  the  th i r teenth  ann iver -
sarv of i ts foundation, that she herself  went down
the- MacKenzie River to see the Far North. Mothet"
Genera l  had in fo rmed B ishop Faraud and B ishop C lu t
that the oeneral counci l  would have to reconsider the
pos i t ion  

-o f  
i t s  nor thern  pos ts  depend ing  on  the

i ind inos  o f  S is te r  Char lebo is  as  v is i to r .  She passeo
on he i  impress ions  to  the  genera l  counc i l :  "Our
s is te rs  have many pr iva t ions  to  endure  and mucn
weariness to put r ip with. There are t irnes when they
have hard ly  ihe  b i res t  o f  essent ia ls  and somet imes
the i r "  food- is  lack ing  jn  nour ishment ,  bu t  I  do  no t
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th jnk  we are  a t  the  po in t  where  th is  work  shou ld  be
abandoned. "  Recogn iz ing  the  fa i l ing  hea l th  o f  S is te r
Lapo in te ,  she  thought  i t  p rudent  to  subs t i tu te  S is te r
Ward  in  her  p lace  as  super io r ,  and she a lso  ob ta ined
agreenent that the sisters would no longer be in-
vo lved jn  f i sh ing  or  harves t ing  or  hay ing .  She sa id
these young women had been doing physical work beyond
the i r  s t rength .

For  h is  par t ,  B ishop Faraud who dep lored  the
absence of help from the Society for the Propagation
of  the  Fa i th  dec ided to  g ive  up  the  work  a t  Prov i -
dence.  The miss jonar ies  were  to ld  they  shou ld  leave
wj th  S is te r  Char lebo is  and take  advantage o f  the
spr ing  boats .  But  the  le t te r  f ron  the  B ishop cane
three days after the departure of Sister Charlebois.
So j t  was  tha t  D jv ine  Prov idence took  care  o f  ear th ly
Prov idence.  The d i f f i cu l t ies  were  reso lved w i th  the
help of Archbishop Tache and no doubt by the prayers
of the missionaries. One of them wrote, "V{e have
been begging al l  the saints in heaven to intercede so
tha t  our  death  sentence w i l l  be  revoked, "  Her  le t te r
conf i rmed the  op in ion  o f  S is te r  Char lebo is  who to ld
Mother  Genera l :  "You have rea11y admi rab le  daughters
there .  They  are  w i l l i ng  to  undergo whatever  hard-
sh ips  come the i r  way .  "

'S is te r  Char lebo is  re tu rned to  S t .  Bon i face
0c tober  10 ,  s topp ing  a t  I le - ; - la -Crosse August  4
a f te r  a  seven-week t r ip .  I t  i s  p robab ly  wh i le  there
that she decided to recommend that the northern
miss ions  shou ld  be  a t tached to  the  orov inc ia l  ad-
mi  n i  s t ra t  ion  o f  S t .  A lber t

A t  S t .  Bon i face ,  she  no ted  tha t  S is te r  S t -
Joseph, Sister Lafrance and Sister Cusson were
fa i  l  ing  bad ly  bu t  s t i  I  I  ho ld ing  on  va l  ian t ly ,
Fo l low ing  the  example  o f  Mother  Genera l ,  she  was
de l igh ted  a t  the  s igh t  o f  the  rnagn i f i cen t  ed i f i ce  in
the  l i t t le  v i l laoe .  S t .  Bon i face  now had i t s  own
co l lege, ' "_  _Unfor tunate ly ,  Fa ther  Forget ,  the  Grey
Nuns '  p ro tege,  was  unab le  to  car ry  on  the  func t ion  o f
d i rec to r  as  had ! ,een an t jc jpa ted ,  s ince  he  d ied  the
prev ious  June 9 .  s1
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When Sister Charlebois returned to Montreal on
0ctober 29, 1BB1 , she had been away for two years'
As a member of the General Counci l ,  she strongly
supported the project proposed by Archbishop Tache to
thb '  super io r  genera l  to  bu i ld  a .^board ing  schoo l
seoara te  f rom the  orov inc ia l  house)z  on  the  s i te  o f
thb  1s6B s t ruc tu re .s3  Th is  la t te r  bu i ld ing  wou ld  be
moved near the dear "white house" to become the
orphanage,  known as  the  "ye l low house" .  Eventua l l y ,
th is  bu i  ld ing  wou ld  be  t rans formed in to  a  nov i t ia te
to accommodate the increasing number of recruits to
the  re l ig ious  l i fe .sa  At  th is  t ime there  were  th ree
new nov ices ,  Lou ise  Couture ,  Joseph ine  Deschanbau l t
and He lo ise  Pr ince  who wou ld  in  the  near  fu tu re  take
on the  to rch  f ron  re t i r ing  s is te rs .

One o f  those who d isd  was eu log ized January  16 .
She was the  " f i l l e  donnee"  Mar ie -Anne Paye who had
given thirty-two years of her l i fe to the work at St '
Bon i face .  "S t rong,  robus t ,  b ig  in  s ta tu re ,  th is
pious woman had devbted herself  to the most dif f icult
tasks  whether  indoors  o r  ou ts ide .  She was as  sk i l l -
fu l  w i th  the  axe  and the  scy the  as  in  g rowing  f1o-
wers. And everyone saw in her an angelic piety. "
Her death was gentle and peaceful.  The Archbishop
celebrated a f-uneral Masi for this soul who -t1as
comple te ly  ded jca ted  to  the  serv ice  o f  the  poor . "

Another courageous worker fol lowed soon after
her. I t  was Sister Hedwidge Lafrance who had ac-
qu j red  the  ar t  o f  do ing  good w i thout  mak ing  a  b ig
fuss .  0n  the  morn ing  o f  March  20 ,  dur ing  Mass  wh ich
she was fo l low ing  f rbm the  chape l  ba lcony ,  the  dear
s is te r  exp i red  gent ly  " l i ke  a  ch i ld  who goes  to  s leep
in  the  ar tns  o f  [he  bes t  o f  Fa thers . "  For  th is  humble
soul, the Lord reserved a great tr iunph. The funeral
Mass offered by Father Mccarthy had eleven priests
present in the ianctuary while a large crowd rendered
a tr ibute of admirat ion. She would be the f i lst to
be buried at the cemetery near the cathedral ')o Had
she d jed  a  month  1a ter ,  her  body  migh t  have sus ta ined
the  same cono l  i ca t ions  tha t  Mother  Va lade had,  fo r
the  Red R iver  once aga in  f looded over  v io len t ly ,
camying  away a  th i rd  o f  the  br idge.
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The water  rose  so  rap id iy  tha t  i t  was  thought
bes t  to  move the  f i ve  pa t ien ts  f ro rn  the  hosp i ta l  to
the  dear  o ld  house.  The poor  pa t jen ts ,  abso lu te ly
jncapacitated, showed their astonishrnent when they
saw that their s tretcher-bearers were Archbishoo
Tache and Father  Duf resne.  S is te r  C learv  and S is rer
Ste-Anne took  the  las t  boat  to  leave the  hoso i ta l .
Hearing cries of alarm, they asked the boatmen to go
to the help of two people who appeared to be drown-
ing .  Frorn  the  land ing  i t  was  imposs ib le  to  say  fo r
sure  what  was happen ing ;  sone thought  the  s is te rs
themse lves  had fa l  len  overboard ,  But  no ,  they
escaDed misfortune and were abie to save those wh6
needed rescue a f te r  r i sk ing  over load ing  the  boat .
The Protestant newspapers spoke of this act as heroic
a l though the  s js te rs  were  consc ious  on ly  o f  do ing
lner r  0u tv .  " '

The f lood  waters  receded in  t ime to  a l low
construction to proceed as scheduled on the new
boarding school. The foundations were begun May 1
and the  f i rs t  s tone p laced on  Ju ly  16  in  the  presence
of Sister Laoointe who had returned from the Far
North two weeks earl ier. At the siqht of the dimen-
s ions  o f  the  new bu i ld ing ,  100 f i :e t  by  50 ,  w i !11
runn ing  water ,  cen t ra l  heat  and four  s to r ies  h igh ,58
she undoubted ly  cont ras ted  i t  w i th  the  t iny  convent
a t  Prov idence where  she had le f t  her  hard-work ino
compan ions ,  She was g iven charge o f  S t .  V i ta l  Schoo i
on  an  in te r in  bas is .  Th is  wonan,  whon Mother  S lo -
combe had cal led a real treasure, readi ly adapted to
her new situation, She was thus a typical Grey Nun
who learns  to  serve  in  the  l ime l igh t  equa l1y  as  rve l l
as  in  the  shadows.  Th is  was the  message g iven
December 24 to the new recruits, Sister Brabant,
Sister Samson and Sjster Parent, as they consecrated
themse lves  to  the  Lord .  Fo l  low ino  the  es tab l i shed
ru le ,  these th ree  young s is te rs  i ta r ted  ou t  the i r
re l  ig ious  work  a t  the  prov inc ia l  house ass is t ing  a t
the neighbouring houses, among others at the or-
phanage wh ich  ce lebra ted  i t s  25 th  ann iversary  to  the
great joy of Sister Saint-Josf,Ih who had been in
charge o f  the  work  s ince  1858. )e  Th is  was the  las r
ce lebra t ion  a t  the  o ld  bu i ld ing  fo r in  Septernber  the
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new boarding school was occupied. The Gney Nuns now
estab l i shed what  was o f f i c ia l l v  en t i t led  a  normal
schoo i60  as  recommended by  Mr .  J .  Roya1,  the  super in -
tendent  fo r  Catho l i c  schoo ls .  The new normal  schoo l
was given formal approval by the Board of Education
and S js te r  Roya l  was  named pr inc ipa l  w i th  f i ve  wor thy
teachers of outstanding reputation. There were sixty
boarders and two hundred and f i f ty day students.
S is te r  Re id ,  the  t reasurer  genera l ,  adrn i red  th is  vas t
convent  on  a  v is i t  to  5 t .  Bon i face ;  she  a lso  recog-
n jzed the  impor tan t  ro le  p layed by  the  smal I  hosp i ta l
as  we l l  as  by  the- -ad jo in ing  sec t ion  devoted  to
contag ious  d iseases .or  The pa t ien ts  had recent ly  had
the  p ieasure  o f  a  v is i t  f rom a  very  fanous  person,
Madame A lban i ,  o f  in te rna t iona l  repute ,  who had sung
just for them; for the noment, they were able to
imag jne  themse lves  in  heaven,  as  one pa t ien t  pu t
i t .62

Certainly the works planned for 1883 left  no
place for inaction. However, yet another work was to
be undertaken. At Po i  nte- au-Chene , renaned Ste-
Anne-des-Ch6nes, the4q were requests'  for the Grey
Nuns ever  s ince  1864,o i  Fa ther  Le  F loch ,  a  na t ive  o f
Br i t tany ,  had bu i  l t  a  chape l  there  ded ica ted  to  S te .
Anne; hence the new name of the sett lement. In 1870,
Father  Lou is -Raymond Gi roux ,  a  young pr ies t  o rda ined
by B ishop Grand in  two yeans  ear l  ie r ,  took  over
respons ib i l i t y  fo r  the  par ish  a long w i th  serv ing  the
v i ' l  l age  o f  S t .  V i ta l .  He had a lso  rep laced Father
Forget  on  an  in te r im bas is  as  d i rec to r  o f  S t .  Bon i -
face Co 1 I ege.

At the request of Archbishop Tach6, Sister
Char lqbo is  had v js i ted  the  pro jec ted  es tab l i shment  in
7873.64 She gave a favour'able report.  The federal
governnent  had bu i l t  a  house fo r  emigran ts ,  a  b ig
p lace  on  the  Pe le  h i l l ,  noved then to  a  p lace  near
the Hudson Bay Company store. When the rai lways were
bu i l t ,  the  Dawson Road became prac t ica l l y  use less  and
the  house was g iven over  to  vanda l ism.  The s i tua t ion
was c la r i f ied  thanks  to  the  in te rvent ion  o f  Mr .
Joseph Royal. Government leaders were under the
inpress ion  tha t  the  s is te rs  had a l ready  occup ied  the
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house under  o ra l  oermiss ion  o iven about  f i f teen
nonths prior. A foi"mal contracl now confirmed this
understanding. Father Giroux then decided to trans-
pont  the  house once aga in ,  th is  t ime to  a  p lace  near
the  par i  sh  chape l .

The anx ious  oar ish ioners  o rqan ized a  bee to
ensure that the sislers were able t-o move in as soon
as-poss ib le  in  the  spr ing  o f  1882.  A t  S te-Anne-des-
Chenes, the services of the f irst teachers were very
much apprec ia t -ed  (Miss  J .B .  Gauth ie r  succeeded by  Mr .
Theoph i  1e  Pare) ,  bu t  the  coming o f  the  Grey  Nuns
seemed to give assurance for the future. Since i t
was  inposs ib le  to  supp iy  s js te rs  tha t  fa i l  o f  1882,
i t  was decided to hire Mr. Arthur Lacerte who moved
in to  the  house w i th  h is  fami ly  and organ ized a  c lass
in  one o f  i t s  b ig  rooms,

It  was August 22 of the fol lowing year before
the amival of the long-awaited teachers. The parish
bell  was rung and a parade was organized for the
welcoming o f  S is te r  Lapo in te ,  S is te r  0 'Br ien  and
Sister Lagarde who were escorted by Sister Lamy. by
Sjster Reid representing Mother Deschamps and by the
Ste-An ne - des -Chenes recruit ,  Sister Desautels. After
bened ic t jon  the  s is te rs  moved in  and se t  in rmed ia te ly
to work, In the early days they had to take their
mea ls  a t  the  pr ies t ' s  house bu t  they  were  a l l  se t t led
in by August 26. The numbers of pupi ls were so great
that i t  was necessary to have a--fourth teacher.
S is te r  Brou j  l le t  jo in id  the  team.65

Another boarding schooi had thus been set up
g iv ing  promise  o f  apo i to l i c  and pedagog ica l  success .
The pupils were studious and the parents cooperated
fu l1y  in  the  work  o f  educat ion .

In another school far away, where the seeds of
fa i th  had been sown in  tears  in -a  new land a t  I le - i -
1a-Crosse, there died at the end of 1883, on December
27,  the  be loved S is te r  Marguer i te -Mar ie ,  the  nane
taken by  l i t t le  S js te r  Sara  R ie l  in  J .872 when she had
been cured o f  a  seeming ly  mor ta l  i l l ness  th rough the
jn te rcess ion  o f  B lessed Marguer i te -Mar ie ,  the  apos t le
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of the Sacred Heart.  She had prayed to this saint on
the advice of Father Legeard, saying that she wanted
to  g ive  every th ing  o f  h i rse l f  in  the  serv ice  o f  God.
She was cured instantaneously. There were many
wi tnesses .  She herse l f  exp la ined her  new narne in  a
le t te r  to  her  no ther  and to  her  b ro ther ,  Lou is  R ie l :
"Now I  have someth ing  to  te l l  you .  I  hope you w i l l
understand and that you wil l  not be upset by the
promise I have made. I  have promised to give up my
hame as well  as my l i fe to work in the land of cold
snows.  S is te r  R ie l  w i l l  no  longer  l i ve  by  tha t  name
except jn the thoughts of a mother, a brother and a
fami ly  who love  her  tender ly .  I  have promised
Bless6d Marguer i  te-Mar i  e to take her name. The next
t irne you wii te me, do so in the nane of Sister
Marguer i  te-Manie, Do not be concerned; I  wi l l  never
be ishamed of ny nane, God knows how dear i t  is to
me, but the t ihe lqs come when I must sacri f ice
every th ing  to  H im.  "oo

The dy ing  s js te r  had indeed g iven up  every th ing
to God, even to the extent of foregoing I istening to
the  las t  le t te rs  wh ich  her  fami ly  sent  her  so  tha t
she cou ld  devote  her  las t  days  en t i re ly  to  God wh i le
pray ing  to  the  Sacred Hear t  o f  Jesus .o /

Mother Deschamps in a letter to Bishop Faraud
on the  fo l low ing  February  19  wro te :  " I  unders tand
the  qr ie f  o f  he icompan ions  and I  share  in  i t  fu l l y .
But  io r  th is  good ch i ld  there  is  a  homecoming in to
heaven. Her last moments were very edifying as were
a l l  the  days  o f  her  l i fe  so  fu l l  o f  sacr i f i ce . "  Th is
was an opinion shared by both Cathol ics and Protes-
tan ts  a t  I le -a - la -Crosse who io ined together  to  show
their respect, esteem and veneration. Al l  par-
t icipated in a Requiem Mass and escorted her remains
to the cemetery despite an intense cold. Archbishop
Tache, on his way through Montreal, offered Mass at
the mother house bn February 23 for the repose of the
soul of this young sister who had died at the age of

Two years 1ater, in 1885, an anonymous pen
wro te  in  the  chron ic les :  "God was so  good to  ca l l
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poor Sister Sara Riel to be with Him and thus spared
her the anguish and torture which would have fi l led
her heart at the sad end reserved for her brother,
Lou i  s ,  "
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Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  Vo l . l I ,  p .  484 .

B iography  o f  Mother  Hane l .

Le t te rs  f rom St .  Bon.  1861-1877,  p .  234( l ) .

Chron ic les  ASGM a t  S t .  Bon . ,  Vo1 .  I I I ,  p '  55 .
The capital was soon to have hotels and res-
taurants to accommodate the ministers.

Detai ls extracted fron documents of Couvent des
Sa i  n ts  Anges,  Ch ipewyan.

Lesage ,  op ,c i t . ,  pp .  117-118 '  Devo t ion  to  the
Sacred Heart was strong in the Canadian North'

Biography of Sr. Dudemaine. She reached St.
Bon.  in  1871.  A t  f i r s t  she  taught  in  S t .
Fr "anEo is -Xav ie r ,  then en tered  the  nov i t ia te  and
made her  p ro fess ion  March  19 ,  1875.

These deaths occuned in 1874 and 1875.

Sr .  Grand in  was f i rs t  sen t  to  A lber ta .  She had
the  pr iv i lege  o f  ass is t ing  her  sa in t l y  unc le
B ishop Grand in ,  who passed away June 3 ,  190?.
In  1909,  she went  to  Mackenz ie .  In  1912,
hav ing  re tu rned to  Mont rea l ,  she  was ass igned
to the role of treasurer for the northern
mi  ss  ions .

Concern ing  Dev i l ' s  Lake,  Sr .  S locombe remarked,
"Th is  nane is  no t  very  appea l ing ! "

Sr ,  Char lebo is '  journa l ,  Apr i l  29 ,  1871.
B ishop Grace had ceded th is  par t  o f  h is  d iocese
to Bishop Tach6 because i t  was very close to
Man i toba ,

Gu ichon ,  Sr .  M. ,  op .c i t . ,  pP .  44-45 .

Mother E. McMullen was the daughter of John
Forbes. As i t  was custonary in the conmunity,
she had to adoDt another name because two of

1 3
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her  s is te rs  had oreceded her  in  the  nov i t ia te .

These de ta i l s  and the  fo l low ing ,  un less  i t  i s
stated otherwise, are extracted frorn Sr. Dra-
peau '  s  b iograph ica l  no te .

The last two had been with the f irst group of
the tert iary order of St. Francis, Dec, 23,
1863. Sr. P. Drapeau entered the Grey Nuns'
novit iate and pronounced her vows on Apri l  2,
1868. Sr. Rose Labelle, for her part,  joined
as  an  aux i l ia ry  s is te r  under  the  nane o f  Sr .
Pac i f i que .

16 The notes concerning A. Forget are taken frorn
the ASGM documents.

Le t te r  da ted  Jan.  19 ,  1875,  Le t te rs  to  S t .
Boniface, L86L-1877, p. 235.

Anc .  J . ,  Vo l , I I I ,  p .383 .

Ib id . ,  p .387 .

Pou l  io t ,  L .  Mgr .  Bourget  e t  la  miss ion  de  ia
R. -R. ,  pp .  27-28 .  The year  be fore ,  B ishop
Bourget  had inv i ted  the  Catho l i c  popu la t ion  o f
Mont rea l  to  o f fe r  th is  g i f t  to  the  archb ishop
of  S t .  Bon i face  " in  o rd i r  to  conqra tu la te  h i ;n
fo r  h is  ro le  dur ing  the  t roub ied  t imes in
Man i  toba.  "

Chron ic les ,  ASGM,  St .  Bon. ,  1869- lBB3,  Vo l .
I I I  ,  p .  172.

Anc.  J .  Vo l .  I I I ,  p .  398.  The major  d ied  four
months  a f te r  h is  cous in ,  Mother  McMui len .

M i tche l l ,  S r .  E . ,  Le  So le i l  b r i l l e  a  m inu i t ,  p .
R ?

Deta i l s  f rom documents  per ta in ing  to  the  d j f -
Teren l  mr  ss  r  ons .
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Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo l .  I I ,  p .  300  and  p .  304 .

B iograph ica l  no te  on  Sr .  Janson.

Chron ic les ,  ASGM,  St .  Bon.  ,  1869-1883,  Vo l .
I I I ,  p .  107 .

rb id .

The detai ls concerning the hospital are ex-
t rac ted  f ro rn  tha t  ins t i tu t ion 's  f i le  a t  the
ASGM,

At  the  Chapter  o f  Oct .  1877,  Mother  Dupu is  had
le t  the  cao i tu lan ts  know tha t  her  hea l th  was
fa i l ino  and had asked them not  to  th ink  o f  her
for a iecond term of off ice,

The month ly  news le t te rs  were  ca l led  "c i rcu-
la i res  mensue l Ies"  un t i  l  1917.  A f te r  tha t
da te ,  they  were  ca l led  anna ls .

Joseph ine  was Ade le  Nebraska 's  younger  s is te r .
When Mother  McMul len  v is i ted  the  Red R iver  in
1859-1860, she accepted to be Adale's god-
mother. In 1877, both godmother and god-
daughter were dead.

Le t te rs  f rom St .  Bon . ,  1861-1877 ,  p .224(2 ) .

Mor ice ,  "Eg l i se  ca tho l ique Ouest  canad ien" ,
Vo l .  I I ,  p .  416 .

Pr imeau,  "Centena i re  des  s rs  g r . " ,  P .  6 .  Some
of  the  Pro tes tan t  fami l ies  in  l l i nn ipeg d id  no t
hesitate to send their daughters to the aca-
0emy.

Bern ie r ,  A . ,  S .J . ,  op .c i t . ,  pp .  15 -16 .  The
funds to pay for this construction were ob-
ta ined by  se l l ing  some o f  the  land be long ing  to
the  church ,

Chron ic les ,  ASGM,  S t ,  Bon i face ,  Vo l .  I I ,  p .582 .
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38 Ib id , ,  pp .  583-584.  The employees  cons t ruc t ing
the  new ra i lway  a lso  benef i t ted  f rom the  hosp i -
ta l  when they  needed hea l th  care .

3e  C i rc .  nens . ,  1877-1880,  pp .  458-459.

40 Contracted when taking care of a patient. De
Moissac ,  Sr .  E . ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  150 .

41  C i rc .  rnens . ,  1877-1880,  pp .  416-417.

42  ASGM,  s  i  s te rs '  f i l es .

43  Le t te r  da ted  June 1880,  par t ia l l y  quoted  in
C i rc .  mens. ,  1877-1880,  pp ,  574-575.

44 Letter dated June 1880.

45  Anc .  J . ,  Vo l .  I I I  ,  p .  427 .

46 The house was later covered with olanks and
a t t i c  w indows bu i l t  i n .

47  5r .  Cunan to  mother  house,  Ju ly  28 ,  1880,

48  Le t te r ,  June 1880,  quoted  in  C i rc .  mens. ,  1877-
1880,  p .  577.  The seven t rave l l ing  s is te rs
inc luded the  sup.  gen.  and her  compan ion .

4e  The fac ts  concern ino  the  nor thern  es tab l i sh-
ments  were  taken f r -o rn  Mi tche l l ,  Sr .  E . ,  "Le
So le i  I  b r i  l l e  a  m inu i t " ,  pp ,  85 f f .

so  C i rc .  mens . ,  i 881-1884 ,  p .  176 .

s1  For  a  t ime a f te r  h is  a r r i va l  in  the  west ,  i t
vras thought that Father Adolphe Forget had been
cured ,of epi lepsy, however, he died after
severa I se I zures.

sz Many irnprovenents had been made to provide more
room; the stone f ireplaces and chinneys had
been demol ished and rep laced by  s rna l le r  ones ,
made o f  b r ick ,  bu t  s t i l l  the  s is te rs  ran  ou t  o f
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space fo r  a l  I  the  ac t iv j t jes  in  p rogress ,
C i rc .  mens . ,  1BB1-1884 ,  p .  LZQ.

5 3  |  o * + o r  h w  M n v '  T : n l  
-

. . r , .  , - -h€  to  Mother  Deschamps,  Sep t ,
28 ,  1881 .

s4  Sr ,  Char lebo js  to  Mother  Deschamps,  Oct ,  12 ,
1881 .

s5  C i rc .  mens , ,  1881-1884 ,  pp .  316-317 .

s6  ASGM,  S is te rs '  f i l es .  The remains  o f  the  o ther
sisters who had been buried in the basenent
vault were later to be translated to the ceme-
te ry .

s7  Sr .  Cur ran  to  the  mother  house,  Apr i l  25 ,
1882.

s8  De Mo issac ,  Sr .  E . ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  177 .

5e  C i rc .  mens . ,  1BB1-1883 ,  p .  543 .  In  the  o ld
hosp i ta l  o r  "men 's  house" ,  some sen jor  lad ies
were l  odged.

60  Tess ie r -B i ron ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  169 .  The  Man i toba
government  g ran ted  scho larsh ips  equ iva len t  to
the amount needed for board and roon, or for
ha l f  tha t  amount .

61  C i rc .  mens . ,1BB1-1883 ,  p .551 .

62  Maurau l t ,  0 . ,  "Marges  d 'H is to i re " ,  Vo1 .  I I ,  pp .
191-  192 .

6 3  R a n ^ i +  n n  n i +  r ,,  .o l .  I ,  pp .  366-367 .

64  Th js  had been a  very  b r ie f  v is i t  a f te r  the
e lec t ion  o f  Mother  Dupu i  s ,

6s  Sr ,  Lapo in te  le f t  S te .  Anne in  1884 and was
rep laced as  supen ior  by  Sr .  0 'Br ien ,

66  Le t te r  reproduced in  Mrs .  Mary  Jordan 's  vo lune l
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"To Lou is  f rom Your  S is ter . . . "  pp.  148-151. '

67 Chronic les,  I le- i - la-Crosse Convent ,  p ,  16.
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CHAPTER SEVEil - 1884-1893

A great occurrence at the mother house in
January  1BB4 in tens i f ied  the  n iss ionary  sp i r i t  o f  a l l
the Grey Nuns. Pronpted by providential cjrcumstan-
ces ,  the  genera l  counc i l  dec ided to  submi t  to  Rong
the  cause o f  the  beat i f i ca t ion  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le . l
The hand o f  Prov idence is  eas i l y  seen jn  th is  s tep
s ince  i t  was  suggested  to  the  s is te rs  by  the  d is t in -
gu ished v is i to r ,  B ishop Henr i  Smeulders ,  who had come
from Rome. l . lho would have thought that this Papal
de legate ,  who was sent  to  reso lve  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  in
es tab l i sh ing  a  b ranch o f  Lava l  Un ivers i ty  in  Mon-
t rea l ,  wou)d  in t roduce the  sub jec t  o f  Mother  d 'You-
v i l  l e ' s  ooss ib le  bea t i f i ca t ion?

The apos to l i c  Commiss ioner  v is i ted  the  genera l
hosp i ta l  a t  Mont rea l  on  Decenber  23 ,  1883.  The
anna l is t  recorded:  "He was persuaded by  a l l  he  heard
to  p ra ise  very  h igh ly  the  works  tha t  owed the i r
o r ig jn  to  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  and adv ised us  to  p resent
the cause of our venerated mother to Rome. His words
made a  deep impress ion  on  a l l  our  hear ts . "

Bishop Bourget had many t irnes ta' lked of this
poss ib i l i t y  as  d id  B ishop Fabre  and the  menbers  o f
h is  counc j  l .  Fa ther  Hare l  ,  the  chance l  lo r ,  gave
assurance that the cause was qood and would have a
s t rong chance o f  success .2

Mother  Deschanps consu l ted  w j th  the  Archb ishop
of  S t ,  Bon i face  on  th is  sub. iec t ,  Mother  d 'Youv i l le
was a  d js tan t  re la t i ve  to  Mi r  Tache who was in  fu l l
accord  w i th  the  pro jec t .  Mr .  M.C.  Bonn issant ,
Su lp ic ian ,  was  en t rus ted  w i th  the  cause as  pos tu la to r
in Canada. The Roman canon lawyer in charge of the
cause of Mother Bourgeoys, Mr, Minett i ,  suggested to
Father  Hare l  tha t  the  bodv  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l ]e  be
p laced in  a  vau l t  cons t ruc led  fo r  th is  purpose.

So i t  was that on January 17, 1BB4 the remains
of  reverend Mother  d 'Youv i l ie  were  deoos i ted  in  the
cryp t  o f  the  chape1.3  Dur ing  the  prayLr fu  I  serv ice ,
there were many eloquent speeches about the virtues



134

of  the  foundress .  The soeakers  s t ressed tha t  she  was
a mother  o f  un iversa l  char i ty ,  char i ty  ex tended to
a l l  w i thout  regard  to  race ,  co lour  o r  c reed.  She had
not  le f t  her "  na t ive  c i ty  dur ing  her  l i fe ,  bu t  a l l
those who were in need found a welcome wherever she
and her daughters were.

What a wonderful examole to st imulate and
encourage a l l  those among her 'daughters  who had the
pr iv i lege  o f  go ing  to  rnake God known in  d is tan t
p laces !  An ass ignnent  to  these miss ions  was regarded
in this way by the twelve sisters who were named for
thjs work on March 4, 1884, and whose departure,
except for one, rvas set for t4ay 2L.+ They journeyed
wjth Father Laconbe and Father Desroches as weil  a5
the  fonmer  v icar  o f  Charnb iy ,  Fa ther  M.G.  Dugas. )
Among these eleven Grey Nuns there was only one who
was over fonty years of age; the rest were between
twenty-one and thirty. Six had on' ly one year of
serv ice  in  the  congregat ion  bu t  a i l  had  the  conv ic -
t ion  tha t  the  c ross  is  inseparab le  f rom apos to l i c
labour .  Thev  had a l l  read o f  the  hero ic  ac t ions  in
the  Nor th ,  in  the  West  and in  Dakota .  The S ioux
n iss ion ,  ravaged by  f i re ,  had r i sen  f rom i ts  ru ins
s lowly .  The f ine  was March  16 .  1883.  The s is te rs
had had to  submi t  to  nany  pr iva t ions ,  even s leep ing
on the  f loor  and hav ino  to  s tand in  i ine  fo r  food
sinie there was only ond refectory and utensi ' ls were
rare ,  The s is te rs  were  a l lowed to  s tav  a t  the
pr ies ts '  house wh i le  the  pr ies ts  te rnporar i l y  re tu rned
to  the i r  o ld  shack  in  wh ich  thev  had l i ved .  These
cond i t ions  were  des t ined to  la -s t  fo r  th ree  who le
years. The disaster produced sone good nesults
however. Some of the Sioux who had been stano-
off ish showed themselves very sympathetic. They gave
Sis te r  Page the  n ickname,  " I ron  Hear t , "  Another ,
see ing  S is te r  A11ard  sh iver ing ,  to ld  her  to  take
shelter and he 'dould assume personally the work she
had been do ing .6  Others  exp iessed th l i r  concern  in
p ic tu resque language:  " I t  i s  jus t  as  i f  our  own
house had burned down. "  One sa id ,  "Th is  head w i th
j ts  s t rong vo ice  (he  was speak ing  o f  the  be l l )  has
become s i len t .  I t  used to  l j f t  sp i r i t s  lu t  now i t
has  gone to  s leep w i thout  any  l i fe  le f t . " /
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The att i tude of the Sioux was commented on by
Major  Cramsie  in  a  repor t  to  Mr .  Pr ice ,  head o f
Ind ian  A f fa i rs  in  Wash ing ton ,  D .C.  " ln  the i r  n i s fo r -
tune,  the  s is te rs  can take  conso la t ion  f rom the  way
in  wh ich  the  Ind jans  have has tened f rom a l l  par ts  to
g ive  w i tness  to  the i r  sy rnpathy  wh i le  the  parents  show
f rea t  anx ie ty  ̂ a t  the  

-poss ib i l  
i t y  tha t  the  s is te rs

wi11  go  away.  "o

As they proceeded on their way, each sister was
ab le  to  imag inb  fo r  herse l f  what  th ings  wou ld  be  l i ke
once her destination was reached. But sometimes
expectations were not met. In part icular, tragic
ends were rareiy foreseeable. The sisters would see
tha t  fo r  themse lves  in  the  near  fu tu re .  S is te r
Co lumbine  and S is te r  Bours ie r  se t  ou t  fo r  the  Far
Nor th  wh i le  S is te r  S t -Char les  and S is te r  S t -P ie r re
went toward Chipewyan. The convent at St '  Albert was
to  rece ive  S is te r  Mar ie -des-Anges and S is te r  Mar ie -
du-Cruc i f j x .  S is te r  Hearn  acconpan ied  the  new
super io r  o f  I le -a - la -Crosse,  S js te r  Brassard .  They
were to djscover that a t imetable for travel purposes
had no t  ye t  been s tab i l i zed .

The new Dosts were now establ ished with the
par t i c ipa t ion  d f  S is te rs  La lumiere ,  Bergeron,  S t -
Arnaud and Th i f fau l t ,  as  we l l  as  S is te rs  Guenet te  and
Ste-Genevieve who came from St. Albert.  One of these
posts  was a t  H iqh  R iver  o r  Dunbow ( in  what  i s  A lber -
ta ) ;  the  o ther "was a t  Qu 'Appe l  le '  (now in  Saskat -
cnewan J .

For some years now Archbishop Tache and Bishop
Grand jn ,  as  we l l  as  the  t i re less  Father  Lacombe,  had
p lanned to  se t  up  indus t r ia l  schoo ls  fo r  young
irat ives. They came to the conclusion that the only
effect ive way of preparing them for l i fe would be to
group pup i ls - together  in  i  res ident ia l  schoo l  where
i t  wou ld  be  poss ib le  to  g ive  them a  so l id  educat ion
whi le  teach ing  them a lso  sk i l l s  and t rades  fo r  the
future. L i  eu tenant-Governor Dewdney gave authoriza-
t ion for this new kind of work and the federal
government at 0ttawa provided a;rear' ly grant propor-
t iona l  to  the  number  o f  pup i l s . '
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Archb ishop Tache had suggested  tha t  the  schoo ls
shou ld  s ta r t  ou t  w i th  g i r l s  s ince  i t  was  very  impor -
tan t  to  t ra in  them in  domest i c  sk i l l s  so  as  to  ass is t
fa rmers  in  the i r  cu l t i va t ion  o f  the  land.10  However .
the boys were given precedence.

S is te r  Gu6net te  and S is te r  S te-Genev i i ve  went
to Fort Calgary on August 24 and were joined two
weeks  la te r  by  S is te r  Th i f fau l t  and the  f i l l e  donnee,
Joseph ine  Dude,  The schoo l  a t  H igh  R iver  (Dunbow)
was not yet ready and the Archbishop offered to give
them a tour to the Rocky Mountains, The provincial
chron ic le r  compla ins  they  d id  no t  send back  any
descr ip t ion  o f  the  indescr ibab le  scenery .

Th is  was an  unexpected  ho l iday  bu t  a  benef ic ia l
one s ince  i t  was  over  the  s is te rs  ra re lv  had res t .
Work  was f ina l l y  comple ted  and the  schoo l -was ab le  to
open October  17 ,  I t  was  ca l led  St .  Joseph- -o f  Dunbow
and was devoted  to  the  B lack fee t  Ind ians . r r  I t  was
not  easy  to  accus tom these l i t t le  B lack fee t ,  eager
fo r  f reedom,  to  the  d isc ip l ine  o f  a  res ident ia l
school, but no effort was spared in the expectat ion
that one day a transformation would be achieved. The
beauty of the site compensated for i ts distance from
Calgary ,  One cou ld  no t  suspec t  tha t  th is  d is tance
would prove to be a real advantage in the near
fu tu re .

As  to  the  pos t  a t  Qu 'Appe l1e ,  i t  had  long had
the  a t ten t ion  o f  Archb ishop Tache s ince  1864.  Hav ing
seen the beauty of the site in that year, he recog-
n ized as  a  resu l t  o f  in fo r rna t ion  f rom the  Crees  tha t
he was standing on the bank of a r iver where formerly
h is  g randunc les ,  the  sons  o f  La  Verendrye ,  had bu i l t
a  fo r t ,  Th is  exper ience insp i red  h im to  es tab l i sh
there  the  new miss ion  he  had in  mind .  Fa ther  R i tcho t
was sent there f irst fol lowed by Father Decorby and
by Father  Hugonard  who in  1884 nas  s t i l l  p res id ing
over  i t ,  Mr .  Pres ton ,  the  son o f  an  Eng l ish  lo rd ,
ass  i  s ted  the  n iss ionary .

The schoo l  a t  Qu 'Appe1 le ,  l i ke  i t s  "ne ighbour "
of Dunbow, had not yet been completed when Sisters



1.37

Lalumiere, Bergeron and St-Arnaud arr ived 0ctober 23.
They moved into the school in Decenber but they did
not  rece ive  the j r  f i r s t  pup i l  un t i l  spr ing .  No one
had any idea of the events that rvere going to occur
in  the  near  fu tu re .

Yet since i8B3 there were nany signs of dis-
sa t is fac t ion  jn  the  West .  In  January  the  peop le  o f
S t .  A lber t  sen t  Fa ther  Leduc ,  0 .M. I .  and Mr ,  Dan
Mahoney to ottarva to discuss the grievances they
fe l t ,  

-The 
M6t is  were  anx ious  to  ob t i in  t i t le  to  th -e

lands  wh ich  they  occup ied .12  A few months  la te r
B ishop Grand in  t r ied  to  warn  the  au thor i t ies  o f  the
poss ib i l j t y  o f  an  upr i s ing  s in i la r  to  tha t  o f  1870 .13
The B ishop o f  S t .  A lbqr t  spoke o f  the  l i ke l ihood o f
a  coa l i t idn  be tween Met is  and Ind ians .  R ie l  was  by
now exercising considerable inf 1u-e1ce among them. He
had re tu rned to  h is  na t ive  land. ra

The most  sornbre  ored ic t ions  were  rea l i zed  a t
the  beg inn ing  o f  March ,  on  the  4 th .  The te legrap !
wh ich  now s t re tched f rom Pac i f i c  to  A t lan t ic r l
announced to  the  Met is  they  wou ld  have the i r  t i t ies ,
bu t  i t  was  too  la te ,  Rebe l l ion  soread l i ke  w i ld
f i re .  0n  Apr i l  2 ,  the  65 th  ba t ta l ion  w i th  th ree
hundred so ld ie rs  was desoatched f rom Mont rea l .16
Frog Lake was the  scene o f  the  k i l l i ng  o f  severa l
wh i tes  inc lud ing  Father  Fa fard  and Father  Marchand.

The newspapers  o f  Mont rea l  were  f i l l ed  w j th
in fo rmat ion ,  much o f  i t  con t rad ic to ry .  The neyq
f j l l ed  the  Grey  Nuns  w i th  a la rm and  angu ish . "
S is te r  Shanessy  and S is te r  Tob in ,  w i th  the  Franc jscan
ter t ja ry ,  Drua is ,  had jus t  le f t  fo r "  the  l . les t ,  Mother
Deschamps was worried about what n!ght happen to
them.  She inqu i red  o f  B ishop Tache whether  they
could be intercepted and kept at St. Boniface and
whether the sisters could be withdrawn from Dunbow
and Qu 'Appe11e;  she rece ived a  reassur ing  answer  by
wi re ;  the  danger  had passed.

But  B ishop Grand in  was ab le  to  g ive  f i rs t -hand
news and i t  was  no t  reassur ing .  0n  Apr i l  B  he  wro te :
"0ur  poor  count ry  i s  in  the  mids t  o f  a  c iv i l  war . . , I
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am very djstunbed about what nay happen to the
miss ions  and  miss ionar ies  in  the  d is t r i c ts  o f  As -
s jn ibo ia ,  A lber ta  and Saskatchewan,  The te legraph
l ines  have been cu t . , ,  I  am not  fear fu l  o f  the  loss
o f  our  I  i ves ,  bu t  there  is  a  rea l  danger  to  ou l "
p roper t ies .  The Ind ian  schoo l  a t  Ca)gary  (Dunbow)  is
vu lnerab le  and peop le  te l  I  me tha t  the  schoo l  a t
Bat t le fo rd  has  a l ready  been des t royed.  "

News of this kind persuaded Mother Deschanps to
make immedja te  p repara t jons  to  go  West  herse l f .  Bu t
S js te r  Cur ran  repor ted ,  "Here  in  S t .  Bon i face  we have
no knowledge whatsoever  e i ther  o f  war  o r  rebe l l ion
other than what we learn from dispatches published in
Montreal I  We have no worries about the safety of the
s is te rs  in  the  Nor th -West .  "

Th is  fee l ino  o f  assurance faded when news came
at the end of May of the tragedy of Frog Lake and
espec ia l l y  when a  le t te r  was  rece ived f rom S js te r
Youv i l l e ,  super io r  o f  the  m jss ion  a t  Lac  La  B iche .
She wro te ,  "Frog  Lake is  on ly  a  th ree-day  wa lk  f rom
here .  I f  the  ch ie f  o f  the  Crees  o f  Whi te  F ish  Lake
had jo ined w i th  the  barbar ians ,  i t  i s  l i ke iy  we wou ld
be capt ives  i f  no t  corpses . . .  l . le  do  no t  know what
w i l l  happen nex t . . .  B ishop Faraud has  been th ink ing
of  send ing  us  away f ro rn  the  miss ion  bu t ,  un for -
tunate ly ,  he  has  no  jdea where  he  cou ld  h ide  us . "

Th is  appa l l ing  news wou ld  have pu t  an  end to
any doubts Mothe_r General had about going West, but
Archb ishop Tache h imse l f  appeared a t  Mont rea l  and
v is i ted  the  mother  house wh i le  he  a t tended the
funera l  Mass  o f  h is  dear  o ld  f r iend ,  B ishop B-o .grge t ,
whose career had come to an end on June 8.rd The
deceased bishop had always b_een a benefactor of the
Rje l  fami ly ;  A ichb ishop iach6 h imse l f  had sent  Lou is
East to get a col lege education. Mother Deschamps
had met  Lou is  and had been respons ib le  fo r  hav ing  h im
l j ve  a t - lhe  o ld  mother  house  wh i le  pursu ing  h is
s tud ies . l9  B ishop Bourget ,  l j ke  Lou is ' '  dear  s is te r
Marguer i  te-Mar i  e, died before learning of the sad end
of  h is  p ro tege.
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Archbishop Tachui was very upset and concerned
at  the  t roub les  overwhe lming  h is  vas t  Archd iocese.
For her part,  Mother Deschamps repeated the recommen-
dation always placed before Grey Nuns: " l , , |e must not
mix  up  in  ques t ions  o f  j us t i ce ,  o f  c i v i l  r i gh t  and
c iv i l  wrong,  Our  hear ts  as  S is te rs  o f  Char i ty  nus t
be  inc l ined  to  re l ieve  whatever  su f fe r ing  we come
across and, j f  we have any preference or choice of
whon to serve, we must be open to the most unfor-
tunate ,  the  ones  leas t  favoured. "

To encourage the  s is te rs  o f  the  West  in  the i r
d i f f i cu l t jes ,  Mother  Deschamps f ina l l y  made up  her
mind that she rnust go there herself  and she set out
for Red River on June 15. She had not thought she
would go back there so soon after her tr ip of 1880.
S ince  there  was reason to  be l ieve  tha t  the  c r is is  on
the North Saskatchewan River had now passed, Mother
Deschamps took  the  oppor tun i ty  o f  her  t r ip  to  v is i t
o ther  n iss ions  as  we l l  as  Red R iver .  She was accom-
pan ied  by  S is te r  Mongra in ,  ass igned to  Dunbow,  and
Sis te r  Drapeau who was re tunn ing  to  her  dear  S ioux .
They stopped at Totten where the superior general was
ab le  to  see the  f ine  house be ing  bu i l t .  0n  Ju ly  B  a t
St. Bonjface there were thirty-seven professed
sisters and eleven novices to meet her in joy. Anong
these was the  f i rs t  S ioux  s is te r ,  Joseph ine  Nebraska,
who had jo ined the  nov i t ia te  on  0c tober  25  o f  the
n n a n o r l i n n  v o e  v .

During her journey Mother General learned, as
did those of the mother house. of the events that
took  o lace  a t  Lac  La  B iche and a t  I le -a - la -Crosse.
The s is te rs  had had to  f lee  these miss ions .  The
sisters of Lac La Biche took nefuge on an unnamed
is land dur ing  the  n igh t  o f  Apr i l  28-29 .  S is te r
Youv i l le  had ins is ted  on  hav ing  a  rope t ied  around
her  wa is t  because o f  the  th inness  o f  the  ice .  She
sa id ,  "A t  leas t  they  w i l l  be  ab le  to  f i sh  me out  i f
I  shou ld  fa l l  in . "  The exodus f rom I le -a- la -Crosse
took place the sane day. They went to I le-aux-
Ano la is  (Enq l  i sh  Is land)  wh ich  thev  renamed fo r  the
oc ias ion ' " t i e - i - l a -Sa in te -Cro ix "  ( i s land  o f  the  Ho ly
Cross) .  There  they  l i ved  l i ke  the  na t ives  un t i l  the
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end o f  May.

0n  the i r  re tu rn  f ron  ex i le ,  they  found tha t  a l l
the  f ie lds  had been sown and the  gardens  p lan ted  by
the fajthful whjch was good proof that their twenty-
f i ve  years  o f  apos to l  i c  min is t ry  had no t  been wasted .

Before  leav ing  the i r  re fuge,  a  c ross  was
p lan ted  there  w i th  th is  inscr ip t ion  in  the  Montagna is
language:  "Here  on  th is  i s land the  Fathers ,  S is te rs ,
Brothers and company agents, threatened by the
approach of rebel Crees, came to seek refuge in the
mids t  o f  the j r  a l l ies  the  Montagna is .  In  memory  o f
this stay with thern t[ is cross has been erected with
thanksg i  v  i  ng  to  God.  "zu

Mother General did not delay her journey to St.
A lber t  except  to  s top  br ie f l y  a t  Dunbow on Ju ly  27 .
The humble convent had served as a refuge for people
from Edmonton, Lamoureux and Namao. Since there had
not  been^room fo r  a l l ,  ten ts  had been pu t  up  on  the
grounds.z r  The peop le  were  say ing  tha t  on ly  one man
had been ab le  to  que l l  the  s to r rn ,  B ishop Grand in .
The arr ival of the troops re-establ ished order.
Corpus  Chr is t i ,  the  feas t  o f  the  Body o f  Chr is t ,  was
celebrated that Vear with unequal led fanfare: "At the
head of the proiession rode the M6tis on horsebacx,
then the  c ross ,  banners ,  l i t t le  ange ls  c lad  in  wh i te ,
f ina l1y  the  Monst rance escor te^d  by  so ld ie rs ,  the
of f i cers  hav  i  ng  swords  drawn. "zz

These recent memories were recounted to Mother
Deschamps who I  j s tened to  them wi th  q rea t  a t ten t ion .
0n  Ju ly  29  she had the  p leasure  t6  rece ive  th ree
s is te rs  f ron  Lac  La  B iche:  S is te rs  Youv i l le ,  S icard
and Caro l l ,  S is te r  Youv i l le  was la te r  to  tv r i te  tha t
i t  was  the  grea tes t  happ iness  o f  her  miss ion  l i fe  to
f ind  herse l f  re jo ined w i th  her  s is te rs  in  the  pre-
sence of their mother general whom they had never
expected to see again. 

- 
Their only sorr-ow was that

they-cou1d no t  share  tha t  event  w i th  the  s is te rs  f rom
I le -a- la -Crosse and even the  Far  Nor th .

These sunny days had their shadows. Sister
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Enrery, the foundress of the Albertan convent, was at
the end of her career. She had ardently looked
forward to the visi t  of Mother General,  now she
chanted  hen Nunc d imi t t i s ,  0n  August  5 ,  a t  dawn,  she
peacefu l l y  en tered  in to  e te rna l  l i fe  a t  the  age o f
58 ,  hav ing  been a  s is te r  36  years .  S js te r  Emery 's
bod i lv  remains  now res ted  near  those o f  S is te r
A)phonse who,  hav ing  comple ted  her  n iss ion ,  had
oreceded her in death,

0n  August  11 ,  the  s is te rs  went  back  to  Lac  La
Biche except for Sister Sicard who was replaced by
Sis te r  B  I  anc  he t .

Bishop Grandin took advantage of the presence
of Mother General to bring about a noteworthy change;
he  gave up  h is  b ishop 's  res idence to  the  s is te rs  and
rece ived the i r  convent  in  exchange.  I t  was  in
company w i th  th is  ho ly  b ishop tha t  Mother  Deschamps
le f t  " the  enchant ing  h i1 l . "  They  went  to  Dunbow
which  had been deser ted  a t  the  f i rs t  h in ts  o f  war ,
The Blackfeet demonstrated they had agi le feet. They
f led  a t  the  f i rs t  d in  o f  war .  In  the i r  eagerness  fo r
freedon, they no longer wanted to endure the res-
t ra in ts  o f  a  res ident ia l  schoo l ;  thev  were  rep laced
by pup i ls  who were  Met is  o r  wh ide .23

At  Qu 'Appe l le  wh ich ,  i t  was  thought ,  was  a lso
threatened during the uprising, Mother Deschamps
marve l led  a t  the  beaut i fu l  landscape.  Wi th  her  ready
adaptab i i  i t y ,  she  th rew herse l f  in to  the  prepara t ions
which  were  be ing  made fo r  a  v is i t  to  the  schoo l  by
the Governor-Genera I ,  the Marquis of Lansdowne. In
cont ras t  to  the  schoo l  a t  Dunbow,  th is  res ident ia l
schoo l  had no  t roub le  hav ing  i t s  th i r ty - f i ve  l i t t1e
Indian boys adapt to a new way of l i fe, thus an-
swering the hopes of those responsible for the
in i t i a t i ve .  Soon  ind ian  g i r l s  as  we l I  wou ld  rece ive
an educat ion ;  f i ve  had a l ready  been adn i t ted .

Mother Deschamps returned to St. Boniface at
the end of Seotember. She was able to admire the
t rans format ion 'o f  the  chape l  o f  the  prov inc ia l  house
and the progress made at the boarding school and the
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other  sur round ing  convents ,  as  we l l  as  a t  the  hosp i -

The superior general renewed acquaintance with
Father Azarie Dugas who had given up the direct ion of
the col lege to the Jesuit Fathers-and who had beconre
par ish  pr ies t  o f  the  ca thedra l .24  He prepared a
celebration for the 40th anniversarv of the cominq to
Red R iver  o f  the  scho las t ic ,  Tach6,  and the  ios -
tu lan t ,  S is te r  Cusson.  The feas t  was  f ine  bu t
subdued s ince  i t  was  known tha t  the  Archb ishoo was
preoccup ied  w i th  t ry ing  to  in te rvene,  in  concer i_wi th
b ishop  Grand in .  to  iav6  the  l i f e  o f  i ou is  R ie l .2s  In
va in .  R ie l  was  executed  in  Reg ina  on  November  16 ,
Father Dugas was sent to bring condolences from the
Archb ishop to  the  R ie l  fami ly  wh i le  Fa ther  C lou t ie r
was sent to bring the mortai remains of the Metis
leader ,  f i r s t  to  S t .  V i ta ' l  and  la te r  to  the  Cathedra l
where they were interred December 12. "The funeral
procession rtas more than a mile long. The coff in was
borne by compatriots of the deceaied. The funeral
service at the Cathedral was solemn with Archbishop
Tache pres id ing .  Fa ther  R i tcho t  was  therq  too .
Every th ing  wenC on jn  ca lm and w i th  d ign i ty . "26

The events of the turbulent vear 1885 had been
f i l led  w i th  b iood and tears ,  Thev  awakened in  the
heart of the Archbishop forebodinqi as to the future
o f  h js  be loved peop ie .  Everyone ihared  jn  the  gr ie f
of the Oblates at the death of three of their qene-
rous workers, Fathers Fafard and Marchand and Brdtner
P icquet .  God we ighs  care fu l l y  the  burdens  he  p laces
on each shoulder, At the end of the momentous vear
came news which made everyone feel good. Moiher
d 'Youv i i le ' s  in te rcess ion  had e f fec ted  a  cure !  The
cure was described bv Father Raoet from IIe-i- la-
Crosse in  a  le t te r  to  S is te r  Cha i lebo is :  "You must
have heard  o f  the  i l l ness  w i th  wh ich  I  have been
af f l i c ted .  In  so i te  o f  a l l  the  nurs ino  care  o f  the
Sis te rs ,  the  abs iess  I  had took  a  tu rn  io r  the  worse
which was very worying. Many successive novenas
seemed to do no good, Not only was there no improve-
ment but j t  seemed I would have to prepare for death.
Then God inspired us to make a novena to your holy
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Foundress .  From the  very  f i rs t  p rayers ,  I  fe l t  a
clear inprovement. Hope returned. Before- the
novena 's  end,  I  had the  happ iness  o f  be ing  ab le  to
offer Mass, on December 8' 0n the last day I was
comoletelv cured. Your foundress does not do things
bv  ha lves ,  I  had been ab le  to  take  par t  in  a l l  the
o i f i ces  o f  Chr js tmas and nex t  day  I  was  ab)e  to  go  on
a t r ip  o f^  g igh ty  mi les  w i thout  exper ienc ing  the  leas t
unease ,  " '  '

The mi rac le  was in te rpre ted  as  a  s ign  o f  the
favour  o f  D iv ine  Prov idence on  the  Ind ian  n iss ions ;
this favour was felt  to be a renewal of strength to
cont inue the  good t tnna. " :  beha l f  o f  the  Lord .

The Amerindians were surprised to see 0blate
Fathers and Grey Nuns not only provide replacements
fo r  those who le f t  bu t  a lso  expand the i r  works .  One
Sioux of Qu'Appelle asked Father Canpeau, "Where do
thev come'froni,  these men and women of prayer who
corn"e, some yourig and some o1d, but al l  so g-ood and
k ind?"  The ch i l -d ren  o f  the  w i lds  wou ld  be  s t i l l  more
as ton ished i f  they  cou ld  see a l l  the  works  mul -
t io lv ino  no t  on lv  

-on  
the  reserves  bu t  a lso  in  Cana-

ai in" an'd American cjt ies and towns. But the Grey
Nuns always had a special preference for the Hest and
the  Far  Nor th .

The year  1885 had proved d i f f j cu l t  fo r  B ishops
Tache,  Gra-nd in  and C lu t  so  fa r  as  the i r  hea l th  was
concerned, Each one had to spend sone t ime at one or
another of the hospitals and convalesce at the nother
house.  Th is  s i tu i t ion  undoubted ly  in f luenced Arch-
b ishop Tache to  tu rn  h is  a t ten t ion  to  the  ques t ion  o f
en la r ! ing  St .  Bon i face  HosPi ta l .

The seque l  to  the  rebe l l ion  made i t  necessary
fo r  the  Arch t i i shop to  mu l t ip ly  h is  t r ips  to  0 t tawa.
H ' is  v is i t  in  Ju ly  had another  purpose,  however .  He
was to part iciplte in the ceremony at- which- the
pall jum was received from Rone for Monsignor Fabre
io* p"otoi.O to be an Archbishop. Archbis-hop Tach6
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had not been able to attend, however, because he had
to be admitted to Notre Dame Hospital and afterward
stayed at the mother house on Guy'street where former
Mani toban s is te rs  lav ished nurs ino  care  on  h i rn .  M iss
Rde le  and Miss  B lanche Tach6 werda lso  there  and the
la t te r ,  B ishop Tache 's  n iqqe,  s tayed w i th  h i rn  un t i l
h is  de ia r tu re 'on  August  3 .28  

'M iss-Ade le  
went  back  to

St. Boniface a few days before that.

t " l i ss  Ade le  took  to  hear t  her  oos i t ion  as
pres jdent  o f  what  she ca l led  "L 'ouvro i r , "  a  workshop
which  had been es tab l i shed a t  the  orov inc ia l  house on
February  6 .  There ,  a l ta r  l inens  and ves tments  and
clothing for the poor tvere prepared. Every Thursday
nany of the leadjng women of the city came to help
the  s is te rs_ , -  I t  was  the i r  h igh ly  apprec ia ted  co l -
labora t ion ,2e  I t  was  reca l led- th i t  hb t  so  lono aoo
the  teach ing  s is te rs  had to  do-^a l l  th is  wor -k  in
add i t ion  to  ihe i r  teach ing  jobs .30

But  the  teach ing  s is te rs  s t i l l  had  the i r  days
f i l l ed  w i th  work ,  Fo l  low ing  the  Jesu i ts '  take-over
of the col lege, the primary school for boys was left
wjthout teachers. Archbishop Tache transported to
the  fo rmer  co l lege the  ins t i tu t ion  wh ich  la te r  became
Provencher Academy, The menbers of the municipal
counc i l ^asked the-  Grey  Nuns to  take  charge o f  th is
schoo l . r r  S is te r  S t -P lac ide  and S is te r  Couture  came
to  the j r  a jd  and took  charge o f  one hundred and f i f t y
pup j ls .  Th is  inc reased to  two hundred by  the  t ime o f
the visi t  of Governor-Genera I Aberdeen, accompanied
by L i  euten ant -Governor Schultz. This temporary
emplovment  las ted  un t j l  1899 when the  Mar is t  Bro thers
orbv ided re l  ie f .32

Sjs te rs  p roved the i r  ab i l i t y  to  teach;  those
who had an apti tude for dif ferent dialects v,rere sent
to  Ind ian  miss ions ,  The resu l t  o f  Dunbow was tha t
the  B lack fee t  were  f ina l l y  won over .  N ine teen pup i ls
o f  th is  na t ion  jo ined together  w i th  Cree and As-
s in ibo ine  pup i  1s ,

At Fort Totten there were now ninetv-one
s tudents  o f  whorn  f i f t y - two were  g i r1s .  B ishop Mi r ty ,
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the  V icar  Apos to l  i c ,  asked i f  the  s is te rs  cou ld
orovide for 

' three 
more nissions he wanted to es-

tab l i sh .  i t  was  un for tunate ly  imposs ib le  to  g ive  an
af f i rmat ive  resDonse.  0n  the  o ther  hand,  s ince  the
new schoo l  was  in  the  fo r t  i t se l f ,  i t  was  poss ib le  to

l : i lS{ .*  
the old bui ld ins into a four-bed hospi-

Manv successes were recorded at the boarding
schoo l  in -S t ,  Bon i face '  Four  s tudents  g raduated  f ron
normal  schoo l34  and Mr .  Bern ie r ,  the  inspec tor ,  was
able to bestow a diplorna from the Royal Conmission of
London fo r  p ro f i c iency .  S in i la r  honours  l vere  re -
ceived by the conventi  at St. Frangoi s^-Xav ier, St.
Norber t ,  

-  
S t ,  V i ta l  and Ste-Anne-  de  s  -Chenes '  JJ  The

oooulat ion of the l ' lest had now increased to 48,362
bebo le ,36  I t  was  no t  surpr is ing  there  was a  dernand
ior 'new convents  and add i t ions  to  o ld  ones .

The lengthy reports to the mother house in 1886
also brought 

-news 
df sorrbws. The poor widow of

Lou js  R ie l -  d ied  May 24 ;  the  s is te rs  had been w i th  her
to the end. Two orphans had leen adopted by their
unc le .  S is te r  Senay o f  I le -e - la -Crosse ended her
ear th lv  l i fe  0c tober  on  23  a t  the  age o f  46 .  I t  was
thoughi her premature death owed nuch to the misery
o f  th -e  f l  igh i  to  I le -aux-Ang la is  dur ing  the  upr is ing .
At  0u 'ADDel le ,  the  s is te rs  wor r ied  about  the  super ror
who 'was 

'on  
the  verqe  o f  becoming b l ind  and to  th ink

her  name was La lumiEre  ( the  l igh t ) !

As for the Far North, the news cane that at
last there was a steamboat on the MacKenzie River.
The northern sisters said they were so sorry i t  had
not been in operation when Mother Deschamps had been
"so  near  and ye t  so  fa r ' "  A t  the  convent  o f  Prov i -
dence,  they  c6mpla ined o f  d rought ;  on  the  o ther  hand
the  f i sh in !  was  good.  A t  Ch ipewyan,  there-  were  qu i te
a  few fo re igners  be ing  a t t rac ted  by  the  tu r  t ra0e '

A t  the  beg inn ing  o f  1887,  the  b ishops  o f  the
West ,  a l I  o f  theh Ob la tes ,  were  ca l led  to  a t tend the
oeneial chapter of their order in Rome. Archbishop
iache was d isappo jn ted  he  cou ld  no t  go  on  account  o f
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the  s ta te  o f  h is  hea l th  wh ich  d id  no t  a l low h im to
cross the ocean. I t  was from the Grev Nuns' mother
house that he watched the affairs of h i-s archdiocese.
0n May 15 there took p)ace the blessing of the corner
s tone o f  a  w ing  added to  the  hosp i ta i ,  a  w ing  wh ich
wou ld  be  b igger  than the  o ld  bu i ld ing .  Co l lec t ions
were  go ing  we11.  A t  one o f  the  subscr ip t ion  con-
cer ts ,  the  fea tured  s inger  was Miss  F lo re  Cosset te -
Mar te l ,  a  fu tu re  pos tu  I  an t .

-  News wh ich  was spec ia i l y  p leas ing  to  Archb ishop
Tache,  B ishop La f leche and a l l  the  Grey  Nuns was the
announcement  o f  the  pro fess jon  o f  S is te r  Nebraska.
Father Dugas wrote: "Two years ago she asked to join
the  nov i t ia te .  Her  o ld  mother  who l i ved  in  the
convent had never dreamed that her own dauohter would
take such a great step," After Mass on 

-May 
31 the

mother  sa id ,  " I  am now a  grea t  1ady .  "  Ch ie f  Maskegon
was there  acconpan ied  by  h is  ass is tan t .  He sa id ,
"What  has  happened today  is  an  honour  fo r  a1 l  o f  us ;
i t  is a proof that we have not been deceived and in
the  eyes  o f  re l ig ion-a l l  men are  t ru ly  equa l .  Today
I  an  indeed happy.  " "

Archbishop Tach6 had left  the mother house3s
when,  on  August  7 ,  S is te r  Ursu le  Char lebo is  d ied .
She had v is i ted  the  Man i toba miss ions  tw ice  and had
even gone to  the  Far  Nor th .  S is te rs  Youv i l le  and
T isseur  re tunned f rom Lac  La  B iche the  dav  a f te r  the
funeral of the one who had encouraqed and comforted
them dur ing  her  so journ  a t  the i r  po-or  miss ion .39

Near the beginning of 0ctober a new general
chapter of t-he Grey Nuns elected as superior general
S is te r  Praxede F i l ia t rau l t ;  S is te r  Hamel  was reap-
po in ted  prov inc ia l  super io r ;  S is te r  Pr imeau was naned
ass is tan t  and S is te r  Le te l l ie r ,  m is t ress  o f  nov ices .

The to rch  had changed hands bu t  the  sp i r i t
remained the same as ever; the t irne for new begin-
n ings  had no t  ye t  ended.  Mother  Deschamps,  over  a
ten-year period, had presided over ten new posts.
S js te r  F j l ia t rau l t  had had the  happ iness  o f  be ing
in i t ia ted  in to  re l ig ious  l i fe  by  Mother  S locombe,
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tha t  eminent ly  miss ionary  sou l .40  The young s is te r
had d is t ingu ished herse l f  and soon occup ied  rnany  h igh
pos i t ions ,  hav ing  served s ince  1BB2 as  ass is tan t
genera l ,  be ing  we l l  t ra ined in  the  schoo l  o f  tha t
except iona l  woman,  Mother  Deschamps.

One o f  the  charac ter is t i c  qua l i t ies  o f  Grey
Nuns jn those days rvas one which they jnherited fron
Mother  d 'Youv j l le ,  tha t  o f  thank fu lness  to  benefac-
tors. At evening prayers i t  was custorn to add one
Our Father and one Hail  Mary for benefactors; in the
case of very special ones a Mass was offered on the
ann iversary  o f  the i r  death .  Th is  was the  capp fo r
Father  M.C.  Bonn issant  on  November  16 ,  1887. * '  He
had been rep laced in  h is  ro le  o f  v ice-pos tu la to r  o f
the  cause  o f  Marguer i te  d 'Youv j l l e  by  the  Su lp ic ian ,
Mr .  P ie r re  Rousseau,

Grati tude found exoression even i f  the benefac-
to r  o f  the  Grey  Nuns t r jed  to  e f face  h imse l f .  So  on
Apr i l  15 ,  18BB there  was tendered to  S tan is las
Lestang an appreciat ion reception. He had devoted
hjmself to the service of the Grey Nuns for f i f ty
years, start ing out at the mother house in 0ld
Mont rea l  and cont inu ing  a t  Chateauguay and then a t
St .  Eon i face .  I t  was  reca l led  how he lo fu l  he  had
been  dur ing  the  bu i ld ing  o f  the  l i t t l e  "wh i te  house . "
An orphan expressed the  sent iments  o f  a l l :  "Many
th ings  have changed in  a  ha l f  cen tury .  But  ther "e  has
been no  change in  a l l  tha t  t ime in  your  love  and
devot jon  to  th js  l i t t le  p lace  o f  re fuge,  Another
th ing  tha t  has  no t  changed a t  a l l  i s  the  es teem,  the
respect and the grati tude of al l  those whon you have
helped ' in so nany ways, both here at home and far
away." There was a program of songs and the offering
of  g i f t s  and even f lowers  tp^"Father  S tan is las"  as  he
was-  a f fec t ionate ly  ca1 led .  42

Another jubi 1ee was being prepared at St.
Bon i face ,  th is  t jme tha t  o f  S is te r  S t -Joseph,  the
on ly  one o f  the  p ioneers  to  surv ive .  Born  November
15 ,  1819  in  the  l i t t l e  v i l l age  o f  l es  Cedres ,  she
entered the novjt iate on May 28, 1836 and two years
1ater ,  on  June 1 ,  she  bound herse l f  to  God fo rever .
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Placed in  charge o f  the  k i tchen,  she served w i th
grea t  competence in  th is  exac t ing  task .  Natura l l y
op t im is t i c ,  she  had the  fa i th  to  move mounta ins .  No
mitter how unexpected the sjtuation, she was never
phased by  i t .  Th is  was one o f  the  reasons  she was
chosen in  1843.  S is te r  S t -Joseph had l i ved  up  to  the
h ighes t  expec ta t ions .  She he ld  in  tu rn  the  pos i t ions
of -d j rec to r  o f  nov ices ,  ass is tan t  super io r ,  teacher ,
sacn is tan ,  o rphans '  nurse ,  a lways  a  t rue  servant  o f
the  poor .  Her  spec ia l  p red i lec t ion  was fo r  the
orphans and even today ,  no th ing  p leased her  more  than
to  reo lace  the  head mis t ress .

Archb ishoo Tach6 inv i ted  Mother  F i l ia t rau l t  to
th is  jub i lee  and ,  s ince  she  had  an  ob l iga t ion  o f
v is i t ing  the  n iss ions ,  she  dec ided to  accept  the
inv i ta t ion ,  She le f t  Mont rea l  May 23  accompan ied  by
S is te r  Dev ins  and S is te r  B issonnet te .  S is te r  Dev ins
had come f ro rn  a  r i ch  fami ly  and app l ied , l le r  pa t r imony
generous ly  in  suppor t  o f  the  n iss ions . " '

S is te r  Dev ins ,  wr i t ing  as  secre tary ,  has  le f t
her  impr"ess ions  o f  her  v is i t  May 26 :  "A  beaut i fu l
res idence I i ke  a  count ry  house s i tua ted  in  the  mids t
o f  beaut j fu l  lawns and l i t t le  gardens !  A l l  the
res idents  o f  the  house were  ou ts ide  to  awa i t  our
coming:  our  dear  s is te rs ,  the  pup i ls  o f  the  board ing
schoo l  and the  orphans.  Sevbra l  Ind ian  res idents
were  s i t t ing  a t  the  en t rance door ,  t le i r  eyes  g leam-
ing  w i th  cur ios i ty .  Arc l lb ishop Tache came to  b id  us
*e icome to  h is  d i i l cese .  "aa

Mother General became acquainted with Sister
St-Joseph whom she had never net except by correspon-
dence which made her aware of the heroism required by
a founder of a convent, Mother General was also
happy to renew her fr iendship with other sisters of
merit ,  some of whorn had been her companions in the
nov i t ia te .  L ike  her  p redecessor ,  she  was fu l l  o f
admi ra t ion  fo r  the  bu i ld ings  wh ich  now sur rounded the
"wh i te  house, "  the  ca thedra l  wh ich  had been con-
secrated last year by Archbishop Fabre and the
hosp i ta l  a lmost  f in jshed and the  orphanage and o ther
bu i ld ings  wh ich  made an ensemble .
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The grea t  jub i lee  o f  S is te r  S t -Joseph began in
the  in t jmacy  o f  the  re l ig ious  fami ly ,  so  to  speak ,  a t
the  board ing  schoo l  where  Miss  Mar ion ,  a  pup i1 ,
o f fe red  congra tu ia t ions  to  venera ted  jub i  la r ian .
B ishops  Tache and Grand in  jo ined together  in  repeat -
ing  these congra tu la t ions .  Nex t  day ,  May 29 ,  a  Ia rge
crowd f i  I  led the cathedral where the Archbishoo
pres ided.  Jo in ing  in  the  fes t i v i t ies  were  her  owh
Grey  fan i l y  in  the  cho j r  lo f t .  There  were  0b la tes
and Jesu i ts  and the  S is te rs  o f  the  Ho lv  Names o f
Jesus  and Mary ,  as  we l l  as  judges  and senators ,
min is te rs  and nembers  o f  par l iament ,  the  U.S.  consu l ,
the  town mayor ,  who had been a  pup i l  o f  S is te r  S t -
Joseph. Also there were the members of the Coutlee
fami ly  and nany  f r iends .  Near  the  a l ta r  ra i l  the
humble  Grey  Nun kne l t  w i th  Mother  F i l ia t rau l t  and
Mother  Hane l  on  e i ther  s ide .

Archb ishop Tache gave a  speech reca l l ing  the
history of the Grey Nuns and the circumstances
sunround ing  the i r  coming to  the  vas t  te r r i to r ies  o f
the West in 1844. He said, "At that t ine there were
only thirty-eight members of the conmunity. Today
there are four hundred and six Grev Nuns in the
serv ice  o f  hurnan i ty  w i th  f i f t y -seven ;ov ices  and ten
pos tu lan ts , . .  When S is te r  S t -Joseph le f t  Mont rea l
w i th  her  th ree  cornoan ions .  she  cou ld  no t  fo resee tha t
there would come I t ime when she would see sixteen
foundat ions  s i tua ted  in  Man i toba and the  Nor th -West
served by one hundred and four professed sisters with
seven nov ices  and two pos tu lan ts . . .  S is te r  S t -Joseph,
Red Rjver missjonary fon forty-four years of your
f i f ty years as a Grey Nun, accept my expression of
g ra t i tude and recogn i t ion  as  b ishop o f  th is  d iocese
fo r  a l l tha t  you  have  accompl i shed . "

Sister St-Joseph. in the secrecy of her heart,
undoubtedly remembered the sacri f ice she rnade at the
age o f  seventeen in  leav ing  her  fa rn i l y  to  wh ich  she
a lways  remained a t tached. t r  S i rn i la r -1y ,  she  cou ld
s t i  I  I  see  the  s iqh t  o f  her  na t ive  v i  I  laqe  o f  les
Cedres  as  she had-passed by  in  the  canoe jo ing  West
in 1844. Mother Duouis and Mother Deschamos had both
o f fe red  to  inv i te  her  fo r  a  v is i t .  bu t  she  had
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res is ted  the  te rnp ta t ion  to  go ,  knowing tha t  i t
taken every ounce of her courage to leave in
f i r s t  o lace .

In  a  vo ice  shak ing  w i th  emot ion ,  she  renewed
her vows and during the Mass celebrated by Bishop
Grand in  she rega ined the  ca ln  wh ich  had under la in  a l l
the  joys ,  thorns  and d i f f i cu l t ies  she had met  a long
tne  way,

The feas t  was  pro longed s ince  Archb ishop Tache
wanted to  ce lebra te 'w i th  

-very  
spec ia l  d isp lay  th is

nemorab le  ann iversary .  A l l  were  inv i ted  jn  the
even ing  to  a t tend a  p lay  wh ich  the  .o rphans pu t  on '
reviewing the past. Sjsier St-Joseph v{as very. proud
of her favoured orphans; everyone pronounced the day
a oer fec t  success .

Fine days always have aftermaths. At the
beqinnino of June, Mother General went to Totten
wh6re  th6  foundres i  o f  tha t  n iss ion ,  S is te r  C lap in ,
had had a  s t roke  wh ich  para lyzed her .  Both  S is te rs
Clapin and St-Roch, who had come back fron St. Albert
fo r 'hea l th  reasons  as  we l l ,  le f t  w i th  Mother  Genera l
fo r  Mont rea l .46

.  The miss ions  o f  Ca lgary ,  Qu 'Appe11e and St -
A lber t  a lso  f igured  on  Mother  Genera l ' s  p rogram as
wel l  as  the  new foundat ion  a t  Minneapo l is ,  M innesota .
Mother  F j l ia t rau l t  led  the  foundresses  to  tha t  p1ace.
These were  S is te r  Tasse,  S is te r  Derone,  S is te r
B jssonnet te  and S is te r  S t -Thornas .  Fa ther  Da ignau l t
had jssued an appeal to the Grey Nuns to operate a
school naned Oui Lady of Lourdes. The school was
ready at the end of summer, but the teachers' resi-
denc6 was not. However, Grey Nuns were used to that
k ind  o f  s i tua t ion , . .  The popu la t ion  was very  coopera-
t ive and soon there were two hundred and eighty
ch i ld ren .  requ i r ing  another  teacher ,  S is te r  Geof -
f r ion ,47 '  Mo i 'eove i ,  the  s is te rs  v is i ted  the  s ick
according the custom of the Grey Nuns wherever they
went ,  Mother  F i l ia t rau l t  had observed S is te r  Laurent
at work jn St. Boniface where she had been given a
compan ion ,  S is te r  Bern ie r .  S is te r  Laurent  became a

had
the
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real svmbol of charity. So much so that one day at
Proveniher Acaderny, when a i i t t le boy was asked,
"lr lhat is chafl i ty?"-he repl ied, "My daddy says charity
is  S i  s te r  Laurent .  "

When Mother Fi l iatrault  went back to Montreal
she had been away three months' She. expressed great
Dra ise  fo r  the  work  be ing  done say ing  the  devot ion
she saw made thg  inev i ta5 le  fa t igue o f  t rave l l ing  a
rea l  o leasure .4S Hencefor th ,  when she read news in
the c6rnrnun i  ty bul let ins, she would always be able to
o ic tu re  to  h6rse l f  the  i i s te rs  in  the i r  var ious  work
se t t  ings  .

Such news was always received with great
' in te res t  a t  the  mother  house espec ia l l y  by  those who
had ret ired there after having worked in the West or
in  the  Nor th .  S js te r  Cur ran  and S is te r  Lapo in te  were
thus able to fol low from Montreal the events hap-
oen ino  so  fa r  awav.4e  In  Septernber ,  S is te r  Mar ie -
kav ie i  and S is te i  Lass isseraye lven t  to  Se lk i rk  to
tend to  th ree  fami l ies  who were  prey  to  d iph ther ia
which carr ied off f ive chi ldren and nade the others
grave ly  i  11 ,

Work on the chapel at the provincial house
oroceeded aDace as  cent ia l  heat  was  ins ta119{  and the
b i l  lamps were  rep laced by  e lec t r i c  bu lbs . ru

S is te r  Lapo in te ,  fo r  her  par t ,  kep t .  her  hear t
tu rned a lwavs  tb  tha t  corner  o f  the  wor1d,  so  co ld
and w i th  su ih  a  d i f f i cu l t  1 i fe ,  where  a  sma11 peop le
was Drov jnq  d i f f i cu l t  to  w in  over  by  evange l iza t ion '
How she wiihed that the same kjnd of progress could
be made there as was being reported from Dunbow,
Qu 'appe l  le  and Tot ten .

In March, the sjsters of the mother house
welconed Father George Dugas who presented. to. Mother
F i l ia t rau l t  one o f  t lhe  f i rs t  cop ies  o f  h is  book  on
Bishoo Provencher  and the  Red R iver  Miss ions .  Many
were 

' the 
Grey Nuns who had had the privi- lege of

knowing th is  
-G ian t  

o f  the  West ,  so  the  b iography
became-very popular among them. At the Guy Street
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convent ,  the  au thor  ne t  up  w i th  h is  Archb ishop,
Tache,  who h imse l f  was  in  the  course  o f  re -ed i t ino
h is  f i rs t  book :  "Twentv  Years  o f  Miss ion  in  th6
North-l . lest of America.5l 

- 
The Archbishop thought the

new land,  though s t i l l  young,  had a  s to ry  tha t  was
worth repeating on account of the exceptional courage
and s tamina shown by  the  ear ly  miss ionar ies .  These
had overcome the sevene hardships caused by extremes
of temperature especial ly in the North and the
genera l  harshness  o f  the  env i ronment .

Meanwhi  1e ,  a  new chapter  in  th is  h is to ry  was
begun, so to speak, in 1889 when on May 30 the
Archb jshop o f  S t .  Bon i face  convened h is  o r ies ts  fo r
a  genera l  re t rea t  fo l lowed by  a  genera l  synod o f  the
Archd iocese.  The s i t t ings  opened Sunday,  Ju ly  14 ,
vv i th  the  Met ropo l i tan  sug4ounded by  B ishops  Grand in ,
Dur ieu ,  C lu t  and  Faraud . rz  B ishop  d 'Herbomez,  v i ca r
apos to l  i c  fo r  Br i t i sh  Co lurnb ia ,  was  represented  in
h is  absence by  Father  C^ .  Aug ier ,  the  p iov inc ia l  o f
the  0b la tes  in  Canada, r r  The meet inos  las ted  un t i l
Ju ly  24 .  Among the  reso lu t ions  a lop ted  was one
ask ing  Rome to  ra ise  the  v icar ia te  o f  Br i t j sh  Co lum-
b ia  to  a  d iocese.  and the  subd iv is ion  o f  the  d iocese
of St. Albert.  Another recoonized the need for a
representative of the Western r i issions in 0ttawa; the
0b' l .ate provincial was asked to nane someone from his
congreg l t ion  fo r  th is  pos i t ion .54

These long s i t t jngs  were  very  fa t igu ing  fo r  the
Archb ishop,  accord ing  to  B ishop Grand in .  That  no
doubt  exp la ins  why he  was a  l i t t le  la te  in  fo rward ing
to  Mother  F i l ia t rau l t  on  August  6  the  good w ishes  o f
the  assenb led  b ishops  who had ca l led  on  h im ro
express  the i r  thanks  to  the  Grev  Nuns fo r  a l l  the i r
ded ica t ion  and serv ices .

Thene was no question of a synod for the Grey
Nuns of Montr"eal but a special general chapter openeil
on  August  19 .  The ques t ion  fo r  d iscuss jon  was
whether  to  es tab l  i sh  an  assoc ia t ion  o f  aux i  I  ia rv
s is te rs .  The assoc ia t ion  wou ld  be  made uo o f  th -e
"vo lun teer  ass is tan ts , "  who had sonet imes been ca l led
" f i l l es  donn6es,  "  som6t i rnes  "Mar ies .  "  and somet ines
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"Ter t ia r ies  o f  S t .  F ranc is . "  The i r  p rec ious  co l -
labora t ion  had been ind ispensab le  no t  on ly  - in  the
Nor th  and in  the  West  bu t  a lso  in  the  ne t ropo l l s  ano
in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .  A l l  the  cap i tu lan ts ,  inc ludr 'ng
Sister Deschanps who came from Toledo, and Mother
Hamel and S isier Royal from St. Boniface, were
i i vourab le  to  the  c re i t ion  o f  such an  assoc ia t ion '
I t  was  to  be  ca l led  the  S is te rs  o f  Sa in t  Mar tha '
S is te r  G ique l lo ,  the  va l ian t  Bre tonne who had been
present at the beginnings of Totten school, was named
i i rs t  d i rec to r  o1  the-  new assoc ia t ion  wh ich  soon
at t rac ted  twe lve  vocat ions .  A l though the i r  ru le  was
mi t ioa ted .  the  vo lun teers  wou ld  be  ab le  to  have the
advaitagei of conrrnunity l i fe so important in distant
p  laces  .

I t  was  to  th is  e l i te  g roup tha t  Miss  Natha l ie
Brabant ,  a  na t ive  o f  Hoogh lede,  Be lg ium was a t -
t rac ted .ss  She cane to  S t .  Bon i face  May 22  knowing
neither French nor Engl ish and with an indep-endence
of character which rnide adaptation to a rule dif-
f i cu l t .  However ,  she  t r iumphed and served the-Grey
Nuns as  a  shoemaker  and gardener ,  jo in ing  the  tunc-
l ions  o f  Mar tha  w i th  the  vocat ion  o f  Mary  fa i th fu l  to
the  ca l  I  o f  God.

It  may be noted that in 1891 Archbishop Fabre
ins is ted  th ; t  the  nane o f  the  Assoc ia t ion  shou ld  be
chanoed from that of St '  Martha' For a t ime they
were"ca l led  L i t t l e  S js te rs  Aux i l i a ry .  In  1905  an
jndult frorn Rome permitted them to be joined together
' in  the  Assoc ja t ioh  o f  Aux i l ia ry  S is te rs .  0n  December
2i,  1946 there was a fusion of-the two groups and al l
became known simPlY as sisters.

* * *

"News l ike that I  am happy to get anytirne,"
said Archbishop Tache when a telegram announced that
on l , farcn 27, lbg} the cause of Maiguer. i te..d'Youvi l le
had been in i roduced in to  the  Roman cur ia . )o  But  th is
. iov which he shared with the Grey Nuns was counter-
6aianced by crushing news which r^ias to have terr ible
conseouenc is '  He w io te  to  Mother  F i l ia t rau l t  on
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Apr i l  1 :  "Yes terday  the  L ieu tenant  Governor  has
g iven h is  sanc t ion  to  the  a t roc ious  laws tha t  have
been adopted  by  the  leg is la to rs .  Beg inn ing  May l ,
every th ing  tha t  i s  Chr is t ian  in  our  schoo ls  must
d isappear  under  pena l ty  o f  los ing  governnent  g ran ts . "
The Archb ishop w i th  h is  co l leagues in  the  h ie rarchy ,
espec ia l l y  B ishop Grand in ,  immedia te ly  p repared to
f ight; they knew they could count on the support of
the  Ob la te  and Jesu i t  o rders  as  we l l  as  the  Fa i th fu l
Companions of Jesus and the Grev Nuns who had been
invo lved in  the  work  fo r  fo r ty - f i ve  years .

Courageous laymen l ike Judge J. Dubuc and
Senator Bernier, to name only two, came forward with
promises  o f  suppor t .  Mr .  Bern ie r  had one day  wr i t -
ten :  "The bes t  lav  teachers  in  th is  o rov ince  are
those who have b-e-en formed by the Grey Nuns at the
board ing  schoo l .57  Even i f  i t -  shou ld  b i  necessary  ro
fo rego the  t i t1e ,  'Normal  schoo l , '  the  work  wou l i l  go
on jus t  the  same and the  reputa t ion  o f  the  ins t i tu -
t i on  wou ld  be  ma in ta ined .  "

Soon, Archbishop Tache offered the opportunity
to  h is  co l labora tors  to  es tab l i sh  in  1890,  as  a  g i f t
on the feast of the superior generai,  the creation of
an  indus t r ia l  schoo l  a t  Sa in t  Bon i face  i t se l f .  The
schoo l  wou ld  be  bu i l t  on  land be long ing  to  the  Grey
Nuns at the expense of the qovernment which would nor
i  nterfere
necessary
ch i ld ren,

I n
to
of

the  de ta i l s  o f  the  work ;  i t  wou ld  be
render an account of the number of
the i r  p rogress  and the i r  success  a t

examinat ions  each year  under  the  suoerv is ion  o f  an
inspec tor .  He add;d ,  " I t  seens  th is  j s  a  work  o f
char j ty  wh jch  D iv ine  Prov idence is  inv i t ing  us  to
accept . , ,  The fac t  tha t  you  have th is  year  had e leven
postu lan ts  o f fe r ing  themse lves  to  jo in  you a t  one
t ine  is  a  g rea t  conso la t ion  to  a  b ishgp and a  t remen-
dous tr iunph for your congregat i  on. " rd

The ch ie f  inspec tor  o f  these schoo ls  was Count
de Cazes who in Apri l  went to the convent at St.
A lber t  and comnented:  "Th is  i s  jus t  l i ke  in  France.
They learn  every th ing  here ,  "  Qr lea t  was  h is  surpr ise
a t  such  we l l -behaved  ch i ld ren . )e  The  s is te rs .  fo r
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the i r  par t ,  were  happy a t  the  jns ta l la t ion  o f  pup i l s
' in  the i r  new orphanage.

Out  there  the  miss ionar ies  were  beg inn ing  to
reao the  f ru i ts  o f  the i r  aus tere  labours .  B ishop
crahd in  o rda ined the  f i rs t  Met is  p r ies t ,  E .  Cunn ing-
ham.60 on  the  feas t  o f  S t -Jean-Bapt is te  wh i le  on  Ju ly
22 Archb ishop Tache ra ised-  to  the  pr ies thood E l ie
Rocan and Aiphonse Lariviere, both of whom were
graduateg"  o f  the  c lass ica l  course  o f  S t .  Bon i face
Co I  1ege.  o r

The indus t r ia l  schoo l  was  opened w i thout  de lay
in  the  modest  "wh i te  house"  where  twenty -one l i t t le
Ind ian  g i r l s  were  we lcomed under  the  d j rec t ion  o f
S is te r  d le r rnont .  When the  house was f in ished boys
too would be admitted. Construction l ' ,ent on rapidly,
accordinq to the chronicles, so that by December 28
the  Archb ishoo was ab le  to  b less  i t '  S is te r  Lass is -
serave and S i i te r  Deschambau l t  were  ass igned to  th is
work-under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  Fa ther  Lav igne.  0n  the
i ire aiv sjxteen boys made their no.i  sy- entrance. 62

The ins t i tu t ion  became so  popu lar  tha t  i t  was  soon
necessary  to  I  im i t  admiss ions .

l . |h i le  the  indus t r ia l  schoo l  was  f i l l i ng  up ,  a t
Calgary the sisters began a hospital at the request
o f  B ' i shoo Grand in ,  S is le r  Camol l ,  S is te r  Beauchemin
and Sisder St-Marc went there as well  as a humble
pos tu lan t ,  the  fu tu re  aux i l ia ry  S is te r  Ger t rude
beemer. They proceeded to Calgary on January 21,
1891 w i th  a  tb ta l  cap i ta l  sun  o f  $209 '75  as  a  resu l t
o f  co l lec t ions .  A f te r  they  pa id  the  expenses  o f
the i r  t r ip  they  were  le f t  w i th  $73 '75  and merchand ise
wor th  about  $150,00 .

0n their way to Calgary from the mother house,
they spent a few days at St. Boniface. They amived
at 

-Caigary 
on Janirary 30 at two o'clock in the

norning-. 
-Father 

Ledui was wait ing for then at the
s ta t ion .  He had no  car r iage,  so  they  "had to  go  on
foot in the cold and in the dark the long journey to
the  convent  o f  the  Fa i th fu l  Compan ions  o f  Jesus . "
The d is tance was rea l l y  on ly  a  quar te r  o f  a  n i le  bu t
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with heavy baggage the road seemed without end, The
s is te rs  were  we lcomed cord ia l  l v  a t  the  convent .
A f te r  hear ing  Mass  and tak ing  a  i igh t  b reak fas t ,  the
s is te rs  made the j r  way  to  the  hosp i ta l  wh ich  was a
l i t t le two-storey house of twenty feet square, heated
by  a  l i t t le  s tove  wh ich  had a  hard  t i rne  keep ing  ou t
the  co ld .  Us ing  some o ld  mat t resses  and covers ,  they
set up four beds, But after a few weeks things got
much better. But then an epidemic of srnal ipox broke
out  and the  s is te rs  had to  a t tend the  s ick .  I t  was
a  b )ess ing  in  d isgu ise  fo r  the  s i ck  were  qu ick  to
s ing  the  pra ises  o f  the  nurses  w i th  the  resu l t  there
were  soon pa t ien ts  enough to  f i l l  the  hosp i ta l  !g
over f low ing  necess i ta t ing  a  more  spac ious  bu i ld ing .or

The hosp i ta l  wou ld  be  ca l led  Ho ly  Cross  and,
from progress to progress, would become a modern
jns t i tu t jon  vv i th  the  capac i ty  to  respond to  the  needs
of  the  c i ty  o f  Ca lgary ,  the  ch je f  c i t y  o f  sou thern
A I berta .

The West was no lonoer a remote inaccessible
reg ion .  Immigrants  were  

- f lood ing  
in ,  c i t ies  were

expanding and new towns were being created. The vast
St ,  Bon i face  Archd iocese had a l readv  been subd iv ided.
Now it  was the turn of the diocdse of St. Albert
wh ich  ceded i t s  eas tern  par t  to  B ishop { lber t  Pasca l ,
a  fo rner  miss  ionary  a t  Lake Athabaska.ba

Bishop Faraud who had re t i red  to  S t .  Bon i face
fo l low ing  the  1889 counc i l  o f  b ishops ,  d jed  there  on
September  26  o f  the  fo l  low ing  year .  Fa ther  Emi le
Grouard was named vicar aoostol ic of Athabaska-
Mackenz ie  on  June 5 ,  1891.  

'Hav ing  
been orda jned a

pr jes t  a t  Boucherv i l ' l e  by  B ishop f i che ,  he  now asked
hjm to consecrate him as bishop. The ceremony was
schedu led  fo r  August  1 .  Mother  F i l ia t rau l t  wou ld  be
ab le  to  a t tend s ince  she le f t  fo r  S t .  Bon i face  the
prev ious  Ju ly  21  br ing ing  w i th  her  S is te r  S t -A l f red
who was ass igned to  the  rn iss ion  a t  Qu 'Appe l le .

Mother  F i l ia t rau l t  a r r i ved  on  the  24  and was
fo l lowed by  B ishop Grand in  who no  doubt  shared w i th
her  h is  concerns  about  the  hea l th  o f  Archb ishoo
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Tache,  " I  was  d is tu t "bed when I  saw how f ra i l  he
looks .  I  even wonder  i f  he  w i l l  be  ab le  to  s tand the
cerenon ies  o f  Saturday . "6s  But  the  impos ing  r j te  o f
consecra t ion  took  p lace  as  p lanned w i th  Archb ishop
Tache be ing  ass is ted  by  B ishop Grand in  and B ishop
Shanley fr6m North Daliota. 

'Many 
clergy and the

lead ing  f igures  in  soc ie ty  were  present  and had
d inner  a f te rwards  in  the  board ing  schoo l .

Ten days later there was a Triduum (three days)
o f  thanksg iv ing  on  the  occas ion  o f  the  in t rq {uc t ion
at  Rome o i  the  cause o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le .oo  The
f i rs t  day ,  Mass  was ce lebra ted  by  the  new-  B ishop
Grouard ;  the  fo l low ing  two days  had Father  A l la rd  and
Father  G i roux  pres id ing .  There  were  many eu log ies  o f
Mother  d 'Youv j l l e  and  her  daugh te rs .

B jshop Grouard  d id  no t  re tu rn  r igh t  away to  h is
g lac ia l  count ry  bu t  jns tead went  to  France.  Mean-
wh i le ,  S is te r  Hamel  was o f f i c ia l l y  de legated  to  make
a v is i t  o f  the  Western  pos ts .  She cou ld  no t  go  to
the  Far  Nor th  because o f  a  genera l  chapter  be ing  he ld
a t  Mont rea l  in  the  au tunn.

One of the "heroic women" of the North, Sister
Ward, had l ived for twenty-f ive years in the resi-
dence wh ich  she had once ca l led  "our  na t ive  land,  our
house and our tornb. " She was jnvited to the general
chapter .  A t  f j r s t  she  cou ld  no t  be l ieve  her  eyes
when she rece ived the  le t te r  o f  summons.  She rep l ied
to Mother Fi I  i -atrault  that this was beyond her
w i ldes t  d reams,67 She had known o ther  s is te is  ca l led
back to the mother ho-t1se but had never thought she
wou ld  be  one o f  then.oo

Yet her dream came true. 0n June 27 Sister
Ward embarked, not on the steamboat Wrigley, but on
one of the barges of the Hudson Bay Company. The
manager was her forrner pupi l  and he promised himself
tha t -S is te r  Ward  wou ld  haVe a  comfor tab le  t r ip '  Her
i t inerary - invo lved br ie f  s tops  a t  Ch ipewyan,  a t  Lac
La B iche,ov  a t  S t .  A lber t ,  then a t  Dunbow where  she
was ab le  to  see aga in  dear  Domj th i lde  Le tendre ,  the
aux i l ia ry  who had been par t  o f  the  fanous  exped i t ion
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to  the  Nor th  in  1867.70

At  ! , l j nn ipeg S is te r  Ward  was ab le  to  v is i t  w i th
the two surviving nembers of her family; she then
crossed over the Red River to the piace where she and
her conpanions of 1866 had stopped for eight months.
The l i t t le  v i l lage  o f  fo rmer  t ines  was now a  pros-
perous city, Sister Ward did not cease to admire the
f ine  bu i ld ings  and  espec ia l l y  the  hosp i ta l  wh ich  was
s tead i ly  g rowing ,  there  now be ing  p lanned an  ad-
d i t iona l  annex .  S is te r  Dugas wro te  tha t  th is  was
demanded by the doctors as well  as by the people. I t
was the competence of the doctors that accountgg
most ly  fo r  the  grea t  popu lar i t y  o f  the  hosp i ta l ' "
As for the nurses, they were very pleased when a Mrs.
L loyd_pf fe red  to  jo in  thern  in  the  serv ice  o f  the
s ick . "

The travel ler frorn the Far North f inal ly
reached the rnonastery at Guy Street in Montreal at
the end of August, and at the beginning of 0ctober
took part in the general chapter whose members
elected once again Mother Deschamps for a f i f th tenn
as  super io r  genera l ,  To  her  as ton ished surpr ise
Sister Ward was chosen as director of novices. But
she was the only one to be astonished. She proved to
be an excel lent educator of Grey Nuns. An accom-
pl ished woman, she was able to prepare a whole
genera t ion  o f  ded ica ted  s is te rs .  Mother  Deschamps,
whose apos to l  i c  v igor  inc reased w i th  age,  wou ld  be
ab le  to  re ly  on  the i r  generos i ty  and send them to
cont jnue w i th  zea l  the  miss ionary  work  no t  on ly  in
the  count ry  o f  the  nor thern  l igh ts ,  bu t  a lso  in  every
p lace  they  cou ld  f ind  nob le  work  to  do .

From the  beg inn ing  o f  1893 a  d iph ther ia  ou t -
b reak  a t  S t ,  Bon i face  fo rced the  c los ing  o f  the
co l  lege  and o f  the  board ing  schoo l ,  a l though happ i ly
there were no deaths. The hospital sheltered thq
s ick  pa t ien ts  in  the  annex fo r  con tag ious  d iseases .T3

Everything was restored to normal by the t ime
Sis te r  S tub inger ,  a  member  o f  the  genera l  counc i l ,
came to  S t ,  Bon i face  in  Apr i l ,  She had been named as
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of f i c ia l  v is i to r  o f  the  nor thern  n iss ions .  She was
bv  no  means the  on lv  one to  nake St .  Bon i face  a  por t
o i  ca l l .  A l l  the  t rave l le rs  to  and f rom the  Nor th
made St ,  Bon i face  a  s topp ing  p lace  as  d id  a l l  the  new
missionaries on their v 'ray to devote themselves to
God 's  work  in  the  immense Temi to r ies .  The S is te rs
of the AssumDtion of Nicolet had responded to the
aooea l  o f  B i ihop Pasca l  o f  Pr ince  A lber t ,  and the
Gi^Lv Nuns of i ' l icolet accepted Father Laconbe's
jnv i ta t ion  to  e -s tab l i sh  a t  MacLeod a  hosp i ta l  fo r  the
B lood  Ind ians .  /q

A verv  spec ia l  v js i to r  tha t  year  who cane on
Ju lv  I  was-  Fd ther  Ade lard  Langev in ,  the  spec ia l
Oet"egate of the superior genera.l  of - th.e 0blates of
Marv- Immacu la te .  Hb came tb  v is i t  a l l  the  workers  in
the"d iocese o f  S t .  Bon i face '  Archb ishop Tache sa id
to  h jm:  " I t  i s  two yeans  s ince  I  ca l led-  on  your
super io r  to  send you. i '  He had in  mind  tha t  th is
wo i thv  o r ies t  shou ld  be  the  one to  be  h is  successor
and thui carry on the work which Jtad been commenced
by the  Gian t  6 f  the  West  in  1818. / r

When the  fu tu re  b ishop v is i ted  the  Grey  Nuns he
learned that the sisters had just set up novit iate
fo r  the  L i t t le  Aux i l ia ry  S is te rs  in  the  prov inc ia l
house where there were already lyelve aspirants under
the direct ion of Sister Royal . /6 The Grey Nuns had
also acceoted charqe of the school at St. Jean-Bap-
t i s te .  S is te r  S t -P lac ide ,  S is te r  Marco t te ,  $s te r
Mar ion  and S is te r  Va lade were  ass igned there .  "

The event  wh ich  ec l ipsed a l l  o thers  in  the
minds  o f  rnany  dur ing  1893 was the  in te rna t iona l
exh ib i t ion  a t -Ch icago- .  A  Wor ld  Fa i r  was  g iven the
name "Colurnbian Exhlbit ion" in honour of the 400th
anniversary of the discovery of America. by Chris-
topher Colirmbus. Fron the beginning of the year the
oub i ls  o f  the  indus t r ia l  schoo ls  se t  to  work  p re-

iai" ing material for dif ferent booths, and in -June
iome 

-of 
them were sent to Chicago to show off the

ta len ts  o f  the  ch i ld ren  o f  the  woods.  S is te r  Ma l -
chelosse with two boys from Saint-Albert and Sister
Clement with two gir ls and a boy from St. Boniface
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were  par t  o f  the  f i rs t  con t ingent .Ts  One wro te  bacx ,
"0ur  l i t t le  ch i ld ren  ane much in  demand;  peop le  love
to  see then and ta lk  to  them.  "  Count  Cazes ,  in  h is
le t te r  o f  Ju ly  9  to  Archb ishop Tach6,  sa id :  ' ,The
ch i ld ren  o f  our  indus t r ia l  schoo ls  a re  open ing  the
eyes of people of al l  countr ies to what can be
accornp l  i shed by  the  Chr is t ian iza t ion  o f  the  peop le .
Sometimes two hundred persons at a t ime crowded
around these chi ldren of the woods who behave in a
very  c iv i l i zed  way.  Many o thers ,  who have heard  o f
the Sisters of Charitv but have never seen anv of
them,  a re  fu l  l  o f  ques t ions . .  .  I  am sure ,  iour
Exce l lency ,  tha t  by  a l low ing  the  s is te rs  to  corne  w i th
the i r  pup i  1the i r  pup i l s  f rom the  indus t r ia l  schoo ls ,  you  have
contr ibuted much to rnakino known what the Canadianmuch to naking known what the Canadian

s  do inq  to  c i v i l i ze  the  Ind ians  and  a lsogovernment  i s  do ing  to  c iv i l i ze  the  Ind ians  and a lso
how much the  Catho l i c  Church  w i th  the  par t i c ipa t jon
of  the  Grey  Nuns has  accompl jshed fo r  the  Ind i lns  o fo f  the  Grey  Nuns has-accompl ished fo r  the  Ind i lns  o f
the  West  and Nor th .  "79
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Lr rc ,  nens . .  r6d r - r664 '

Ib id . ,  p .  729 .

In  1849 ,  Mother  d 'Youv i l l e ' s  body  had  been
removed frorn the vault of the old General
Hoso i ta l  and was now entonbed in  a  spec ia l  un i t
at the new mother house.

Sr .  Th i f fau l t  was  on  her  way a  few days  la te r .
Father Lecorre left  Montreal with a group of
s ix  Fa i th fu l  Compan ions  o f  Jesus ,  severa l
0b la te  b ro thers  and f i ve  b rave g i r l s  f rom
Br j t tany ,  Mathur ine  Lega l  who ar r i ved  in  1882,
reo lace l  Miss  Leoof f  who had en tered  the  nov i -
t i l te ,  The Fa i th iu l  Compan ions  o f  Jesus  had an
es tab l i shment  in  Brandon s ince  0c tober  1883.

C j rc .  mens.  1BB4-1887.  Fa ther  M.G.  Dugas,  a
fo rmer  v icar  in  Chambly ,  had o f fe red  h is  ser -
v ices  to  Archb ishop Tache.  He is  no t  to  be
mis taken fo r  Fa ther  M.A,  Dugas who was a l ready
an ac t ive  rn iss ionary  in  the  West .

Sr .  A l la rd  to  Mother  Deschamps,  March  17 ,  1883.

Sr. Lajemmerais to Mother Deschamps, March 20,
1883.

Letter dated March 20, 1883. Att i tudes had
oreat lv  inproved s ince  the  t ime when one o f  the
Sioux  f raq j ' c ians  had th rea tened S is te r  Drapeau.
Her l j fe-had been saved by some white nen who
had res t ra ined the  wou ld-be  assass in .

MacGregor ,  op .c i t . ,  pp .  253f f .  A  Pro tes tan t
school was opened in Batt leford.

P .  de  M. ,  op .c i t . ,  Pp .  113-114 .

The de ta i l s  fo r  th is  foundat ion  are  to  be  found
in ASGM docunents. The school is refemed to
as that of Dunbow.
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rz  P .  de  M. ,  op .c i t . ,  pp .  109-110 .

13  Bre ton ,  op .c i t .  ,  p .  295 .

14  Ib id . ,  p .296 .

1s  Mon ice ,  "H is t .  abr6g6e de  l 'Ouest  can . " ,  p .
116 .

16  Rurn i11y ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo l .  5 ,  p .21 .

17  Un less  s ta ted  o therw ise ,  de ta i ' l s  here  are
extracted from Circ. mens, r 1BB4-1887,
pp .2 l5 f f .

1 q 0n June 13 ,  Sr .  Bourget  and Sr ,  Boudr ias ,
n ieces  o f  the  deceased,  as  we l l  as  Mother
Deschamps,  ass is ted  a t  h is  funera l  in  the
cathedra I .

le  The de ta i l s  concern ing  the  R ie l  fami ly  a re  f ro rn
the  R ie l  documents ,  ASGM.

20 Sr .  Lange l  ie r  to  the  no ther  house,  May 19  -
June 1 ,  1885.

2L  St .  A lber t  H is to r ica l  document  No.  3 .

zz  Sr .  M. -des-Anges to  the  mother  house.  C i rc ,
mens., 1884-1887, pp. 289-290.

23  The f ranc iscan Joseph ine  Dube d ied  in  ear ly
1885,  a  v ic t im o f  "ga l  lop ing  consumpt ion ,  "
(  tuber "cu  los is ) ,

24  Bern ie r ,  A . ,  S .J . ,  op ,c i t . ,  pp .  l 7 -18 .

2s  Beno i t ,  op .q i t . ,  Vo l .  I ,  pp .  484-490 .  Arch-
bishop Tache worked hard also to obtain the
I  ibera t ion  o f  the  pr isoners .

26  Ib id . ,  p .485.  A  le t te r  f rom Father  Lou is
Coch in ,  o f  S te-Ange le ,  da ted  Apr i l  28 ,  re fe rs
to  a  nessage  sen t  by  Lou is  R ie l  to  h is  a l l i es ,
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ask inq  them to  respec t  the  pr ies ts ,  to  abs ta jn
f ro rn  

-ma l t rea t ing  
pr isoners  and f ron  s laugh-

te r inq  the  inhab i tan ts .  C i rc '  mens . ,  1884-
1887 , -No .  10 ,  (a f te r  p .325) .

C i rc .  mens. ,  1884-1887,  pp .  389-390.

These de ta i l s  a re  taken f rom Ci rc .  mens. ,  1884-
1887 ,  un less  o therw ise  s ta ted .

Tess  je r -B i ron ,  op .c i t . ,  p ,  171 .

De Mo issac ,  Sr . ,  op .c i t . ,  P .  185 .

Manuscr ip t ,  M iss ions  de  1 '0ues t ,  p .43 .  I t  was
not the f irst t i rne that the sisters accepted a
temporarv  ro le  in  an  educat iona l  en terpr ise .
In  1867 ihey  had thus  opened a  schoo l  jn  S t .
Char les  whe ie  they  remained in  charge un t i l
1871 .

Tess ie r -B i ron ,  op .c i t .  ,  pp .  171-172.  S is te rs
Samson,  Naughton ,  S t -Ju1 ien ,  rJoya l ,  S t -Joach im,
McDouga l  ) ,  S te-Lou ise ,  C lement ,  Dudena ine '
Nantel and Marcotte devoted themselves in that
schoo l .  A lexandre  Lamber t ,  a  fo rner  pup i l  o f
Provencher School, became a priest and cure of
the Ste-Croix parish. Documents, Provencher
Academy.

The Fort Totten Hospital was closed four years
later. The American governrnent, having decided
to rnove the boys to the Protestant boarding
schoo l ,  the  s is te rs  cou ld  no  longer  count  on
th is  source  o f  revenue.

De Mo issac ,  Sr . ,  op ,c i t . ,  p ,  183 '

Th js  in fo rmat ion  was g iven to  Archb ishop Tache
in a letter from Sr. Royal on March 11, 1B87.
These honours had been granted for classroom
pro jec ts  comple ted  jn  1886.

Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo l . l I ,  p .  630 .
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Let te r  to  B ishop La f leche,  May 31 ,  1887.

Mgr  Tache le f t  on  Ju ly  5 .

Sr .  Youv j l le  took  back  her  fami  l y  name Lesp6-
rance to  d is t ingu ish  her  f rom another  Sr .
Youv i l le  who res ided a t  the  no ther  house.

Sr .  F i l ia t rau l t ,  who en tered  August  30 ,  1862,
had been under the direct ion of Mother Slo-
conbe,  who had been Mis t ress  o f  Nov ices ,  un t i l
the  1863 e lec t ions .

Correspondence between Archbishop Tache and Mr.
Bonn i  ssant  in  1857-1858.

C i rc .  mens . ,  1BB7-1892 ,  pp .81-83 .

Her  s is te r ,  Mrs .  T i f f in ,  was  a lso  a  generous
benefactor of the Grey Nuns.

Le t te r  wr j t ten  jn  June 1BB9 g iv ing  the  de ta i l s
concern ing  the  v is i t .  C i rc .  mens. ,  1BB7-1892,
pp .  164f f .

The de ta i  l s  concern ing  Sr .  S t -Joseph are  ex-
tracted from her b iography.

Sr .  S t .  Roch d ied  Nov.  8 ,  1888.

Documents  ,  M inneapof  i s ,  ASGM.

Ci rc .  nens . ,  1887-1892 ,  p .  i 57 .  The  de ta i l s
that fol low were taken from the same source.

In May 1888, Sr. Curran becane a resident at
the  mother  house.

De Mo issac ,  Sr . ,  op .c i t . ,  2nd  par t ,  p .  34 .

The f i rs t  ed i t ion  appeared in  1866,  Th is  work
could be the reason for St, Curran's presence
at the mother house. In St. Boniface, she was
the  b ishop 's  secre tary .
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Bishop Faraud took  up  res idence in  S t .  Bon i -
face .  He had res igned f rom h is  pos t  on  account
o f  h i s  hea l th .

Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo1 .  2 ,  p .  614 .

Mor ice ,  "H is t .  abregee,  0ues t  can . " ,  pp .  119-
I20 .

De Mo issac ,  op .c i t . ,  2nd  par t ,  p .  42 .  S r .
Nata l ie  p ronounced her  vows on  June 23 ,  1995.
She made a  pa i r  o f  shoes  fo r  Archb ishop Be l i -
veau who wore  them "w i th  g rea t  p r ide . "

C i rc .  mens .  1BB7-1892 ,  p .3BB.

Pr imeau,  "Centena i re  des  Soeurs  Gr ises , "  pp '
6-7 .

Le t te r  to  Mother  F i l ia t rau l t ,  Ju ly  26 ,  1892.

Letter f  r"om Sr. Brassard.

Le t te r  f rom Father  Leduc ,  o .m. i . ,  March  11 ,
1890.

Bern ie r ,  A . ,  S .J . ,  op .c i t . ,  p ,  18 .

Manuscr ip t ,  "Miss ions  de  l 'Ouest " ,  pp .  53-54 .

ASGM,  documents ,  Sr ,  Beauchemin ,  Anna ls  1942-
43,  pp .  663-665.  Not  on ly  do  pa t ien ts  speak
h igh ly  o f  the  Grey  Nuns,  bu t  a  Pro tes tan t
doctor also exDresses admirat ion when he sees
the nur"ses who take such good care of a poor
man covered with u I cers.

Mor ice ,  "H is t .  abr6gee,  0ues t  Can. " ,  p .  120.

Beno i t ,  op .c i t . ,  Vo l .  I I ,  p .  712 .

This Triduunr was postponed because of repairs
which were being effected in the chapel at the
mother house.
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67 Le t te r  da ted  Apr i l  2 ,  1892.

68 That same year, 1892, Sr. Agnes who founded
I le - ; - la -Cn;sse ' .  and 5r ,  Mer6 ie r  o f  the  sane
miss ion ,  a lso  t "e tunned to  Mont rea l .

6s At Lac La Biche, they were soon to have an
indus t r ja l  schoo l .  In  the  meant ime,  the  s tu -
dents found a shelter in the former residence
of  B jshop Faraud.  C i rc .  mens. ,  1892-1895,  pp .
140-141 .

70  Deta i l s  f ron  "Le  So le i l  b r i l l e  i  m inu i t " ,  pp .
118-  123 .

7r Doctors whose names deserve to be renenbereo
are  Fafard ,  J ,H.0 .  Lamber t ,  A .F .  Dame,  A .M.
McDiarmid ,  M.  McAr thur ,  J .0 .  Todd,  R.M.  S imp-
son ,  G,G.  0 r ton ,  E .S .  Poharn ,  A .J .  McDonne l l ,
l { .A .8 .  Bu l ton ,  W.E.  and  N,A .  Montgomery ,  M.G.
Ing l i s ,  and  A ,H,  S inpson .  Dr .  Conk l in  was  to
become the f irst intern. A new addit ion to the
hosp i ta l  wou ld  be  bu i l t  tha t  sumner  by  J .A .
Seneca I .

72  De  Mo issac ,  Sr . ,  op .c i t . ,  p .22 ,2nd  par t .

73  Anna ls ,  1919- f920,  p .  652.  S ince  1881 ,  a t  the
outse t  o f  the  ep idemic ,  Mr .  Mager  had len t  h is
hone for the sick. In 1885, a former ice-house
was t rans formed in to  an  iso la t ion  un i t .

74  A bnanch o f  the  St .  Hyac in the  Grey  Nuns,  the
Njco le t  s is tens  have e igh teen pro fessed nenbers
and twenty - four  nov ices  and pos tu lan ts .  C i rc .
mens . ,  1892-1895 ,  p .  176 .

7s  Mor ice ,  V ie  de  Mgr  Langev in ,  pp .  102-103.  Two
weeks later, the 75th anniversary of the ar-
r i va l  o f  B ishop Provencher  in  the  West  was
joy fu  l1y  ce lebra ted .

76  Ib id ,  p .  178,  Sr .  Roya l  was  ass is ted  in  her
task  bv  Sr .  E th ie r .
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This  school  was a lso successfu l ,  but  had to  be
abandoned two years later, due to a shortage of
vocations. ASGM, 5t-Jean-Bapt i ste documents'

Sr. Lassisseraye and two students fron Qu'ap-
pel le  amived in  Chicago on Sept .  14.

Cj rc .  mens.  1892-1895,  pp.  119,  L77,  L95 '  196,
233.

7 8

7 9



i 68

CHAPTER EIGHT - 1894-1903

Prepara t ions  began fo r  the  go lden jub i lee  o f
the  ar r i va l  o f  the  Grev  Nuns a t  Red R iver . t  Man i to -
bans  looked fo rward  t6  the  ce lebra t ions  wh ich  were
schedu led  fo r  June 21  to  June 24 .  Ihe  feas t  o f  S t -
Jean-Bapt is te .  Th is  wou ld  be  the  49 th  ann iversary  o f
the  day  when Archb ishop Tach6 le f t  Mont req l .  ihen
only twenty-two, the youth of "Brother Tach6" discon-
certed Bishop Provencher when he f irst saw him. but
B ishop Provencher  was soon de l igh ted  a t  the  new
recrujt  whon he ordained as a priest 0ctober 12,
1845. Six years later Father f iche had been con-
secrated by Bishop de Mazenod, the founder of the
0b1ates ,  jn  the  ca thedra l  o f  V iv ie rs ,  F rance.

Archb ishoo Tache had ach ieved so  much in  h is
l i fe t ime tha t  he  ga ined a  reputa t ion  as  be ing  " the
most  eminent  man in  the  Canad ian  West ,  an  exper ienced
miss ionary ,  a  s ta tesman o f  sure  judgment ,  a  no iab le
wr i te r  and a  gent le rnan fu l l  o f  good hear t .  "z  A
t i re less  f igh ter ,  he  spared no  e f fo r t  to  sa feguard
Catho l i c  schoo ls  to  the  verv  end o f  h is  l i fe .  When
h js  b ro ther  Joseph-Char les  d ied  on  Apr i )  15 ,  he  wro te
of hin, " l  have lost my brother and the Grey Nuns
have los t  a  devoted  f r iend .  I  th ink  the  schoo ls '
ques t ion  is  respons ib le  fo r  has ten ing  h is  death . "3
0n1y weeks  1a ter ,  the  same wou ld  be  sa id  o f  the
Archb i  shop h  imse I  f .

One last joy on this earth was accorded him
when,  on  Apr i l  28 ,  the  new super io r  genera l  o f . the
0b la tes ,  Fa ther  Sou l l ie r ,  s topped a t  S t .  Bon i faceq en
route  to  the  d is tan t  miss idns .  Archb ishoo Tach6
proved h imse l f  the  per fec t  hos t .

For  the  las t  f i f teen  years ,  Archb ishop Tache
had become accustomed to suffering, but an jntense
wear iness  induced h im to  w i thdraw to  h is  own oar -
t i cu la r  hosp i ta l ,  the  board ing  schoo l ,  S ince  May  2 ,
Sister Parent and Sister Mauoras attended to hin as
nurses .  I t  was  in  h is  s ick -  room tha t  he  we lcorned
Mother  F i l ia t rau l t ,  now the  ass is tan t  genera l  de le -
gated by Mother Deschamps. She was accompanied by
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Sis te r  Cur ran ,  S is te r  Dev ins  and S is te r  S te-Mech-
t i1de,  the  la t te r  be ing  des t jned fo r  I  I  e - i -  I  a -Crosse.
The Archb ishop congra tu la ted  her  on  be ing  thought
wor thy  to  go  to  th is  miss ion ,

0n June 18, the doctors decjded to rnake a
medica l  in te rvent ion  wh ich  seemed to  nake the  Arch-
bishop sornewhat better. Some suggested that the
ce lebra t ions  shou ld  be  pos tponed bu t  the  Archb ishop
would not hear of i t ,  The tr iumohal arches were set
up practical ly everywhere in ihe streets of St.
Bon i face .  0n  the  even ing  o f  June 20 ,  the  pup i ls  o f
Provencher Academy put on a pageant depict ing the
voyage o f  the  four  o r ig ina l  Grey  Nuns.  The o ld  boat
songs were interspersed with hymns sung by Sister
Lagrave for the voyageurs. The venerable patient
asked two o f  h is  o r ies ts  to  make a  fu l l  reoor t  to  h im
on the  even ing  and they  came back  fu l l  o f  p ra ise .
Th is  was a  las t  conso la t ion  fo r  Archb ishop Tache.

0n  June 21  there  was a  pont i f i ca l  H igh  Mass  by
B ishop Grand in ,  w i th  a  mov ing  homi  1y  by  B ishop
Grand in ,  fo l lowed in  the  even ing  by  Bened ic t ion  o f
the  B lessed Sacrament  and the  s ing ing  o f  the  Te Deum
at  the  prov inc ia l  house.  A  few hours  la te r .  Arch-
b ishop iache 's  doc tors  recogn ized the  s igns  o f  fas t
approach ing  death .  B ishop Grand in ,  Fa thers  Langev in ,
Al lard and Messier with rnany menbers of the clergy
and a few Grev Nuns qathered at his death bed frorn
wh ich  Archb ishbo TachE b lessed 0b la tes  and Grev  Nuns
in  a  spec ia l  wdy ,  thanked h is  doc tors ,  and d ied  a t
6 :15  a ,n .  ,  June 22 .

"The Church has lost one of i ts qreatest
de fenders ;  h is  peop le  have los t  a  fa ther ;  your  poor
daughters  have los t  a  p ro tec tor ,  a  counse l lo r  and a
firm support,  " wrote Sister Royal to Mother Des-
champs. For her part,  Mother General said to the
s is te rs r  "You nay  be  wa i t ing  fo r  words  o f  con-
so la t ion  f rom me.  I  share  your  g r ie f  and I  can  on ly
say  one word ,  insp i red  by  fa i th ,  Le t  us  p ray  to -
oe ther .  "

Consternation reigned among the people; the
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tr iumohal arches were transformed into funeral monu-
ments .  "Even those who had the i r  d isagreements  w i th
the  Arc l lb ishop were  unan imous in  recogn iz ing  h is
mer i ts , " )  so  tha t  c rowds came f rom l { inn ipeg to  f j l l
the  ca thedra l  to  over f low ing  on  the  day  o f  the
funena l  ,  June 27 .  The even ing  be fore  E ishop Ouhamel
o f  Ot tawa pronounced the  funera l  eu logy  in  Eng l ish
a f te r  the  0 f f i ce  o f  the  Dead.  B ishop Grand in  ce ie -
bra ted  the  Requ iem wi t f  the  ass is tance o f  B ishop
Pasca l  and B ishoo La f leche who had the  honour  o i
p ronounc ing  the  f jna l  eu logy  o f  h is  dear  f r iend  and
co l labora tor  w i th  whom he had worked so  c lose ly
between 1845 and 1857.6 The remenbrances of the oasi
insoired the orator to such an extent that i t  rvas
sa id  h is  ta lk  was "one o f  the  f ines t  o ieces  o f  e lo -
quence ever  g iven  to  an  aud ience o f  bo th  Catho l i cs
and Pro tes tan ts  in  the  who le  count ry . "

The presence o f  Mother  F i l ia t rau l t  b rought
comfort to the one hundred and one sisters who were
work ing  jn  the  St .  Bon i face  Prov ince .  Mother  Genera l
had sent  her  no t  on ly  fo r  the  an t ic jpa ted  jub j lee  bu t
a lso  to  be  her  a l te r  ego.  The v js i to r  congra tu la ted
the  s js te rs  on  a l l  tha t  was  be ing  done and sa id  she
was surprised at the progress made ever since her
las t  v is i t  in  1891.  There  were  ex tens ions  to  the
convents  a t  S t .  F rango is -Xav ie r ,  S t .  Norber t  and Ste-
Anne-des-Chenes,  wh i le  the  hosp i ta l  had been com-
p le te ly  t rans formed.  The indus t r ia l  schoo l ,  the
orphanage and the Provencher Acadeny were a1i being
carried on.

When she had a  chat  w i th  S is te r  S t -Joseph,  the
o ld  p ioneer ,  "who recaptures  the  pas t  w i th  ev ident
p ieasure , "  the  in te rv iew ended w i th  a  p rayer  o f
thanksg iv jng  fo r  a l l  the  works  tha t  fo l iowed f rom the
first accomp 1 i  s hrnents of the f irst Grey Nuns.

To Sisters Curran and Devins was oranted the
pr i v i  l ege  o f  v i s i t i ng  the  m iss ions  o f  

-Qu 'Appe l le ,

Ca lgary  and Dunbow.  A t  these d i f fe ren t  p laces ,  work
and success were I i  nked.

The travel lers returned to Montreal Auoust 17
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and reported on the generosity, dedication and
f ra te rn i ty  wh ich  re igned anong the  s is te rs  in  l ' 4an i to -
ba .  To  th is  concer t  o f  p ra ise  was added tne  tes-
t imony o f  Fa ther  Sou l l ie r  who s topped a t  the  mother
house-on August  30 .  He sa id ,  "We can never  thank  God
enough fo r  ihe  co l labora t ion  o f  the  Grey  Nuns in  a l l
our  f r i ss ions  where  we work  w i th  you '  I  have to ld  our
co l  leagues a t  Qu 'Appe l le ,  Ca lgary  and wherever  e lse
I wen{, that wjth6ut the Grey Nuns .we would be
helplesi.  You complement our works. I  have seen for
mysblf how the pr6sence of Sisters raises the pres-
t ige  o f  re l ig ion  arnong the  Ind ians . "

0f course the sisters did not work just for the
nat ives .  B ishop Grand in  had been p lann ing  fo r
several vears to have a hospital in Edmonton. He
sooke ab6ut  i t  to  the  B is -hop-e lec t  o f  S t .  Bon i face ,
F l ther  Ade lard  Langev in .  /  The consecra t ion  o f  the
new Archb ishop took  p lace  March  19 ,  1895 jn .  the
cathedra l  bu i l t  by  h is  venerab le  p redecessor  th i r ty -
th ree  yeans  be fore .  The consecra t ing  .  b ishop was
Archb is -hop Fabre  o f  Mont rea l  a long w i th  B ishops
Beg in ,  Duhamel ,  La f l i che ,  Grave l ,  Dece l  les ,  Emard  and
Gabr ie ls  o f  0gdensburg ,  N.Y.u  A lso  present  was Canon
Rac ico t ,  materna l  unc le  o f  B ishop Langev in .

The new Archbishop of St. Boniface approved the
pro jec t  o f  h is  co l  league,  the  B ishop o f  S t .  A lber t
ind-the qeneral counci l  of the Grey Nuns gave their
aDDrova l  

- in  
sp i te  o f  the i r  anx ie ty  a t  the  deaths  tha t

wbi^e occurrinq in their ranks' In 1894 four deaths
were recorded'among the young sisters of St. Boni-
face ,  These were  S is te r  V incent ,  S is te r  Nebraska,
S is te r  Mar ion  and S is te r  Laur in .  The las t  twp d ied
on the  same dav  w i th in  hours  o f  each o ther . '  The
Grev  Nuns,  however ,  p laced the j r  t rus t  in  Prov idence.
0n  August  1 ,  S is te r  Mar ie -Xav ie r  and S is te r  Gosse l jn
ar r j ved  jn  the  fu tu re  cap i ta l  o f  A lber ta  to  become
foundresses of the new work which was already under
construction.l0 The doctors of Edmonton, anxious to
see the  new ins t i tu t ion  open,  p romised to  s ta f f  i t .

S is te r  Mar ie -Xav ie r  had been work ing  in  the
prov ince  o f  Man i toba s ince  1853.  Many genera t ions  o f
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pup i ls  had benef i t ted  f rom her  p ro f i c iency  as  a
teacher including the wife of L i  eutenant-Governor
Schu l tz .  She had been cons idered as  one o f  the
precious recruits from the Grey Nuns of Ottawa; she
had come wi th  S is te r  Cuman to  the  a id  o f  the  then
new miss jon  a t  Red R iver .  She was no t  ab le  to  jo in
in  the  f i f t ie th  ann iversary  o f  the  Grey  Nuns o f  thg
Cross ,  as  the  0 t tawa s is te rs  ca l led  themse lves . "
She went  ins tead where  du ty  ca l led .  Hav ing  ga ined
f ive  years  exper ience a t  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta i  in  the
serv ice  o f  the  s ick ,  she  was thought  su i tab le  to  open
the hosoita I  at Edmonton.

The two foundresses travel led with the oover-
nor -genera l  and the i r  w ives  and rece ived bes t  i i snes
for" the success of their work. They started to work
as  soon as  they  go t  to  S t .  A lber t  wh ich  was n ine
miles frorn Edmonton. The hospital was dependent on
the convent at St. Albert.  Work went ahead so fast
that on December 14 Archbishop Langevin was able to
proceed w i th  the  b less ing  o f  the  new bu i ld ing .  The
fol lowing day reinforcements arr ived in the pensons
of  S is te rs  Desmara is ,  Sanders  and Courso l  who added
thernselves to Sisters St-Dosithee and St-Leon who had
come a  few months  ear l ie r .  The ins t i tu t ion  was to
open i ts doors the next February.

The new hospital was in a certain way the
continuation of the work started at Lake Ste-Anne in
1859 and camied on  a t  S t .  A lber t  s ince  1863.
Desp i te  a l l  the  hardsh ip  encountered ,  char i ty  rvon  ou t
in  the  end ,

Th is  year  1895 a lso  saw the  beg inn ing  o f  the
work  a t  Mont rea l  known as  the  Pat ronaoe Youv i l le ,
There was no danger of unenploynent amorig Grey Nuns.
0n  May 2 ,  Archb ishop Langev in  p res ided a t . the  mother
house over the prof-e^s s ion of Sister Beaupre, Lessard,
Co te  and  Rouss in . rz  Th js  d id  no t  f i l l  t he  oaps
caused by the deaths that were recorded, but on-Miy
12, Father Lecome, returning from France, brought
six generous Bretonne young women to join in the
battal ion of heroic wonen. Two of the six renained
at  Mont rea l ,  one to  go  r igh t  in to  the  nov i t ia te  and
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the other to further studies since she was below age'
AlI six persevered and they were to prove thenselves
in  f ru i i fu l  careers  bu t  i t  was  s t i l l  necessary  to
wa i t  fo r  the i r  fo rmat jon .  The requests  fo r  new
foundat ions  kept  mu l t ip ly ing .  Archb ishop.  Langev in
o leaded fo r  mbre  s is ie rs  fo r  two new indus t r ia l
schoo ls .  one a t  Thunder  Mounta in  (o therw ise  known as
Touchwood H i l l s  a t  Les tock)  and one a t  Rat  Por tage,
now ca l  led  Kenora .

He shared the bel ief that the Grey Nuns'
vocation was to go to the mqsJ abandoned places, to
uie Mother McMulien's words.13 Mother Descharnps and
the members of the general counci l  were in accord
wi th  th is  v iew.  How-ever ,  in  o rder  to  rea l i ze  th is
ob . iec t j ve  thev  fe l t  i t  wou ld  be  necessary  to  g ive  up
on6 o f  the  works  wh ich  they  nos t  cher ished,  the
ooera t ion  o f  a  board inq  schoo l  in  S t .  Bon i face .
Mbther Descharnps had heiself  been one of the sig-
natories of the agreement in 1858 between mother
house and St. Bonif-ace when i t  was decided to carry
on a  board ing  schoo l  there '  I t  had  been recogn ized
then tha t  " th -e  main tenance o f  a  f i rs t -c lass  board ing
schoo1, "  wh i le  a  p ra isewor thy  apos to la te  was no t
w i th in  the  char ism o f  the  Grey  Nuns. '  . In  o rder  to
camv on j t  wou ld  be  necessary  to  ob ta in  an  indu l t
f rom- the  Ho ly  See.  Mr '  Co1 in ,  p rov inc ia l  super io r  o f
the  Su lo ic i ins ,  was  asked fo r  h is  adv ice  and he
aoreed w i th  th is  op in ion  wh ich  had prev . ipus ly  been
o iven bv  Mr .  Bonn issant  among o thers . t rq  I t  was
iherefore decided to confide the boarding school in
St .  Bon i face  to  another  re l ig ious  conmuni ty .  As  i t
iu rned ou t ,  th is  was to  be  the  S is te rs  o f  the  Ho ly
Names of Jesus and Mary. To faci l i tate the tran-
s i t ion ,  the  board ing  schoo l  was  f i rs t  changed fo r  a
l im i ted  t ime to  a  d -ay  schoo l .  Archb ishop Langev in
acceoted  w i th  reqre t  th js  so lu t ion  to  a  long ou ts tan-
d ino ' j ssue wh i le -he  thanked God fo r  a l low ing  the  Grey
Nun i  to  cont inue the j r  convents  a t  S ! .  F lqngo is -
Xav ie r ,  S t .  Norber t  and Ste-An ne-  des  -Chenes.  "

The del icate question had been- gi.ven much
thouoht bv Mother Desihamps. She recognized that the
car r l ing  6n  o f  hosp i ta1s ,  c lear1y  w i th in  the  scope o f
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the  S js te rs '  ca i l ing ,  wou ld  in  the  fu tu re  requ i re
ouali f ied workers. Mother was not at al l  unaware of
t iow dif f icult  i t  was to abandon a work which was the
resu l t  o f  f i f t y  years  o f  sacr i f i ce ,  bu t  she  a lso  knew
she cou ld  count  on  the  generos i ty  o f  her  fe l low
workers .  To  these cou ld  be  app l ied  the  words  u t te red
by  Father  Anto ine ,  the  ass is tan t  genera l  o f  the
0b1ates ,  who spoke o f  the  miss ionar ies  o f  the  Far
Nor th  where  he  had jus t  v is i ted :  "There ,  they  g ive
wj thout  rece iv ing ,  expec t ing  no th ing  in  re tu rn ;  they
give thernselves up with an entire forgetfulness of
se1f ,  ex tend ing  even to  hero jsn .  "

In March i896 a creche was opened at the
prov inc ia l  house w i th  e igh t  newborns  conf ided to  the
care  o f  S is te r  Bau lne .  Th is  was a  seeming ly  new work
but  ac tua l l y  went  back  to  1754 wh-eq Mother  d 'Youv i l le
had commencLd a  s imi la r  serv ice .16  0n  the  fo l low ing
Apri l  23 Mother Hamel announced to the sisters that
the former boarding school would become a place of
re fuge fo r  the  homeless ,  Th is  perspec t ive  cont r i -
bu ted  to  d imjn ish  the  negre ts  over  the  c los ing  o f  the
board ing  schoo l .  Mother  Descharnps  had re l jed  on  the
generou i  sp i r i t  o f  her  Man i toba daughters ;  she  wou ld
not  be  d isappo in ted .

When Mr .  J .A .  Capt ie r ,  super io r  genera l  o f  the
Su lp ic ians ,  v is i ted  the  Grey  Nuns dur ing  the  sumner ,
Mother General suggested he stop at St. Boniface on
h is  way to  San Franc isco .  She knew how her  s is te rs
there would be happy to meet the prirnary postulator
o f  the  cause o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,

He reached Red River on July 18 and was ac-
corded a  receot ion  w i th  a l l  the  honour  wh ich  was h is
due.  A l though j t  was  vacat ion  t i rne ,  a  g roup o f  seven
hundred pup i ls  ga thered fo r  i t  a long w ' i th  a l l  the
orohans,

An unorecedented occasion was celebrated at the
end o f  summer .  E igh t  s is te rs  were  sent  f ron  St .
Boniface to Montreal to take oart in the diamond
. iub j  lee  o f  the  super io r  qenera l . lT  S is te rs  E th ie r ,
S te-Genev i6ve ,  Lavo ie  an i l  D iqu id re  re tu rned to  the
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mother house after absences of f i f teen to thirty-
seven years ,  wh i le  S is te rs  Gou le t ,  Deschambau l t  and
McDouga l l  saw i t  fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime.

How good i t  would have been to have Sister St-
Joseph pr"eient at this feast. She had been a com-
oan ibn  o f  the  suoer jo r  qenera l  in  the  nov i t ia te .
bo th  had had the  i r i v i lege  o f  be ing  acqua in ted  w i th
some of the f irst generation of Grey Nuns. Both had
common nemories of-the days when i t  had been decided
to  send miss ionar ies  to  the  West .  There  was s t i l l
j nscru tab le  s i lence on  the  par t  o f  Mother  Deschamps
at  her  dec is ion  no t  to  p lace  her  own name on the  l i s t
of volunteers. Archb' ishop Tache had thrown sone
l igh t  on  her  mot ives  dur ing  her  v is i t  to  S t .  Bon i face
in" 1880. The thro septua-genarian sisters had been
inso i red  bv  the  same Youv i l l i an  idea ls ,  bu t  the i r
paths had Seen markedly dif ferent '  Mother Deschamps
had presided at the creation of thirty-two new
convents .  S is te r  S t -Joseph had served as  ass is tan t ,
as  d i rec to r  o f  nov ices ,  as  a  nurse  and as  a  teacher ,
work inq  espec ia l l y  w i th  o rphans '  L iv ing  example  o f
the ruie, stre trad always been faithful to community
exerc ises  and she de l  igh ted  everyone w j th  her  ta les
of far-off years.

0n  Monday,  February  1 ,  1897 th is  venerab le  o ld
nun d jed  peacefu l l y ,  seventy -seven years  o ld ,  in  the
59th  year  o f  her  re l ig ious  l i fe .  A  la rge  c rowd gave
honou i  to  the  va l ian t -Grey  Nun,  the  las t  surv ivor  o f
the  o ioneers  who had s ta r ted  the  d i f f i cu l t  work  wh ich
was i row f lour ish ing  on  the  banks  o f  the  Red.

The separation of these two companions of the
nov i t ia te  was no t  to  be  long fo r  a t  12 :05  a .m.  on
June 29, i897 Mother Deschamps saw the end of her
earthly career, Her last words were, "Take good care
o f  the  poor ,  our  dear  poor ! "  The funera l  serv ice  was
he ld  Ju ly  2 ,  and  a  mov ing  de ta i l ,  i t  was  the  fa i th fu l
servant  S tah is las  Les ta ig  who fu l f i  I  led  h is  p romise
to Mother Deschanos to be the one to close her
co f f in .  He d id  th is  w i th  emot ion  s ince  he  shared the
att i tude of so nany others who venerated this lady,
who was a  s t rong woman,  an  au thent ic  re l ig ious ,  a
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soul total ly dedjcated to the Lord whom she served
wi thout  f ' l i nch ing  in  sp i te  o f  d i f f i cu l t ies  wh ich  she
overcame wi th  a  perspec t ive  o f  fa i th  in  a  c l imate  o f
noDe.

Mother Deschamps no longer l ived, but her
sp i r i t  nena ined very  much a l i ve .  The las t  days  o f
her  ear th ly  p i lg r image have been recorded in  de ta i l .
B ishop Memy De l  Va l ,  the  Papa l  de legate  who came
frorn Rome, had visi ted her on the mornino of June 28
whi le  Canon 8ruch6s i ,  newly  e lec ted  as  A ichb ishop o f
Montnea l  had come to  b less  the  venerab ie  pa t ien t  who,
desp i te  her  weakness ,  was  ab le  to  say  to  h im:  "The
cause o f  our  Venerab le  Mother  i s  in  oood hands w i th
you." The Archbishop t{as a meJrler df the diocesan
t r ibuna l  to  cons ider  

' the  
cause,18

Short)y before her death, Mother Deschamps had
acceded to the request of Archbishop Langevin to open
a new miss ion  a t  Touchwood H i l l s  o r  Les tock  in  what
is now Saskatchewan. Thev were to take over the
opera t ion  o f  an  indus t r ja l -  schoo l  f ron  1ay  persons
under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  the  0b la tes .

Th is  t ime once aqa in  the  devot ion  o f  S is rer
Mar ie -Xav ie r  was  ca l led-uoon.  She le f t  S t .  Bon i face
on Ju ly  12  w i th  S is te r  S t -A lexandre  and S is rer
Valade, I t  was less than two weeks after the death
of Mother Deschamps and al l  v,rere conscious thev were
car ry ing  ou t  her  

' las t  
rn iss ionary  ambi t ion .

The sisters stopped at Qu '  Appe I I  e-Lebret, le
f i f t y  mi les  f rom the i r  des t ina t ion ,  bu t  they  d id  no t
delay because they wanted to get to Lestock for the
feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Juiy 16. The day
before ,  about  f i ve  o 'c lock  in  the  morn ing ,  they
proceeded with Sisters Goulet, Bergeron and Brabant
and reached the school about twelve hours later.
Fa ther  Magnan,  who was the i r  gu ide ,  in toned the  Sa lve
Reg ina .  He sang i t  so lo  wh i le  S is te r  Mar ie -Xav ie r
hid a few tears. The foundress showed what was on
her mind when she suggested the school be t i t led "0ur
Lady of Hope, " I t  was noted with some surprise that
the  bu i ld ing  was in  good shape and was ra ther  spa
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c ious  and we l l  l i t ,  bu t  there  was a  marked cont ras t
in  the  behav iour  o f  these ch i ld ren  o f  the  woods
comDared to those of Lebret, Dunbow and St. Boniface'
S is te r  Gou le t  reparked,  "We wi l l  no t  be  Iong in
c iv i l i z ino  them.  " ' "

ns a matter of fact, there was soon a notice-
ab le  t rans format ion  among the  ch i  ld ren  o f  th is
d is tan t  p ra i r je '  S is te r  Bou langer  ca11ed  i t  a
pra i r ie  do t ted  w i th  c lumps o f  t rqgs ,  bu t  w j thout  so
inuch as  a  h i l l  o r  bodv  o f  water .z r  Touchwood H i l l s
and Lake La  Se l ' le ,22-  she cont inued,  have th is  in
conmon:  the  f i rs t  hasn ' t  any  h i l l s  and the  la t te r
has  no  I  akes  !

There ,  as  in  the  o ther  schoo ls ,  the  s is te rs
soon gained the praises of the inspectors who were
suror ised  a t  how-rnuch cou ld  be  accompl ished desp i te
obs tac les  o f  a  new k ind .  The lay  persons  whon the
sisters replaced were opposed to the takeover by the
s is te rs .  

' In  
Les tock ,  l iope  cont inued to  p reva i l  and

the work of God to be accomplished by the Grey Nuns
unti l  j t  became necessary for them to enter yet other
f ie lds  wh i le  leav ing  the  Schoo l  o f  Our  Lady  o f  Hope
to the 0blate Sjsterl  of the Sacred Heart and of Mary
I mrnacu I ate.23

The year 1897 was fert i le of emotions of every
k ind ,  espe l ia l l y  fo r  the  prov inc ia l  super io r ,  Mother
Harnei, who took part on August 14 in the general
chaoter which had to be cal led to choose a successor
to Mother Deschamps. Mother Fi l iatrault  w-as.,elected
while Mother Hamei became assistant-general.z4 Up to
th is  t i rne  St .  Bon i face  was proper ly  ca l led  a  v icar i -
ate rather than a province; the chapter decided to
es tab l i sh  fo rmal  p rbv inces .  S t .  Bon i face  was p laced
under  the  d i rec t jdn  o f  S is te r  Eugen ie  D ionne ass is ted
by  S is te r  S t -P lac ide .  I t  wou ld  have^- twe lve  n iss ions
i i rc iud ing  two in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes .2s

Another  p rov ince  was es tab l i shed w i th  a  cent re
in  S t .  A lber t .  The new prov ince  o f  S t .  A lber t  took
over  respons ib i  l i t y  fo r  the  nor thern  Miss ions .
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Dur ing  the  new prov inc ia l  admin js t ra t ion  there
was establ ished a kindergarten for boys aged six to
twe lve ;  the  orphanage was moved to  the  o ld  board ing
school while the olace left  free became a home for
aged wornen;26 the boarding school became a day school
under  S is te r  Duf f in  as  super io r ,  S is te r  Parent ,  one
of  the  va l ian t  teachers ,  was  requested  by  S is te r
Dugas,  super io r  a t  the  hosp i ta^1 ,  to  ass is t  her  in
th is  rap id ly  g row ing  s i tua t ion .z /

For sone years thought had been given to a
schoo l  o f  nurs ing ,  Mrs .  L loyd  had o f fe red  her
serv ices  as  we l l  as  Mjss  Ann ie  Rober ts  and Mary
Brown. I t  v,ras now a question of organizing theoreti-
ca i  and c l in ica l  fo rmat ion .  S is te r  Parent ,  who had
nursed Archb ishop Tache,  had ga ined prec ious  ex-
perience and she became the f irst director of St.
bon i face  Hosp i ta l  Schoo l  o f  Nurs ing .2s  Archb ishop
Langev in ,  jn  h is  v is i t  to  the  mother  house February
B,  1898,  under l ined  the  impor tance o f  hav ing  s is te rs
o f  char i ty  car ing  fo r  the  i i ck  in  the i r  hos i i ta ls ,2e
overpopulated as they were. The Yukon Gold rush gave
r ise  to  manv new admiss ions  on  account  o f  the  ac-
cidents thai occurred on the way. Soon the seven
s tudent  nurses  becane an  ind isoensab le  source  o f
ass is tance .

The Archb ishoo had no t  re laxed the  Church 's
e f fo r ts  to  keep the  Catho l  i c  schoo ls  go ing .  He
arranged for the Grey Nuns to take over at St. Vital
( in  what  i s  now For t  Gar ry ) .  S is te r  Owens and S is te r
Berthiaume were sent there. The apostolate of
teach ing  was no t  easy  in  th is  t ine  o f  c r i s is  bu t  i t
was very fruit ful in recruits. There were three
novices from the one convent of Ste-Anne-des-
Ch6nes.30  Many o f  the  ex is t ing  genera t ion  o f  s is te rs
had found the i r  vocat ions  when thev  saw the  devot ion
of  these re l io ious  teachers .  I t -  was  w i th  inmense
regre t  tha t  they  saw the  c los ing  o f  S t .  Bon j face
Pens ionnat  (Board ing  Schoo l )  on  June 27 ,  1B9B a f te r
f i f t y - four  years  o f  opera t ion .  The chron ic le r  o f  the
t jme exc la imed,  "What  an  un forge t tab le  day  th is  i s !
For the last t ime, the nagnif icent recep!"ion room was
the  scene o f  a  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  p r izes . " r r  Judge J .
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Prud 'homrne expressed the  fee l ings  o f  the  c i t i zenry
when he  spoke o f  " these grea t  s is te rs  w i th  the i r  b ig
hearts ful l  of love. They have done renrarkable
th ings .  You can see the i r  works  when you look  a t  a l l
the  good mothers  o f  fami l ies  fo rmed by  then as  we l l
as  a l l  the  w ise  teachers  who are  br ing ing  to  the
peop le  the  her i tage o f -C-hr is t ian  and Catho l i c  educa-
t ion  in  th i s  coun t rv .  " "

" l t  i s  no t  by  becoming a  char i tab le  p lace  o f
r "e fuge tha t  the  o ld  board ing  house w i l l  lose  i t s
va1ue, "  sa id  our  S is te r  Bou langer .  Dur ing  the  summer
the future residents were transported there: aged
women,  the  k indergar ten ,  the  orphans,  a l l  came to
jojn the babies of  ̂ t^he creche which had already been
estab l  i shed there .s r  Now,  thg  academy has  become,
under the name of Hospice Tache, an asylun for those
wi th  a  spec ia l  p lace  in  the  hear t  o f  our  foundress , "
wro te  S js te r  Dudemaine,  super io r  o f  the  ins t i tu t ion .
"0n September 9 we wil l  be opening our doors to those
d isadvantaged by  na ture  or  by  fo r tune. . .  Recent ly  we
inv i ted  the  s is te rs  to  a  very  modest  even ing  bu t  I  am
af ra id  the  mus ic ians  o f  the  k indergar ten  had the i r
mus ic  d rowned ou t  by  the  c ry ing  o f  the  bab ies . " ' "

To their programme for 1898 there was added,
fo r  the  s is te rs  o f  the  prov ince  o f  S t .  Bon i face ,  the
foundat ion  o f  an  indus t r ja l  schoo l  a t  Rat  Por tage,
now Kenora. The Dost had been in the mind of Arch-
bishop Tache as f ir  back as 1845. When a few years
la te r ,  he  had sent  a  p r ies t  to  the  Sau l teaux  there ,
they  re fused to  accept  h im,  Fa ther  P .H.  Cah i l l  t r ied
a suDreme assault in 1BB9: he rented the residence of
Char' les Laverdiere to use as a school and obtained
the help of tr ' ,o former pupi ls of St. Boniface, Mr.
and Mrs .  K ip l ing  as  teachers .  He under took  a t  the
same t ime the  bu i ld ing  o f  a  la rger  schoo l .  Th ings
seemed promising but i t  was necessary to have a
s tab le  g roup o f  teachers ,  So Archb ishop Langev in
wro te  to  Mother  F i l ia t rau l t  February  3 ,  1898:  " l
offer this school to you as proof of my confidence
and in recognit ion of the incomparab' le services your
congregation has given to our young country for over
f i f ty years, The worthy daughters of venerable
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Mother  d 'Youv i l le  have erec ted  on  the  banks  o f  the
Red River" a nonument more Iast ing than marble or
s tee I .  "35

Th is  was the  f i rs t  es tab l i shnent  o f  the  Grey
Nuns in  0n tar io ,  no t  fan  f rom the  Lake o f  the  Woods
of which there was reference in biographies of Mother
d 'Youv i l le ,  Her  unc1e,  La  Verendrye ,  had s topped by
th js  lake  more  than two hundred years  ear l ie r .
S is te r  Duf f in  and S is te r  S te-Luc ie  went  there  w i th
one o f  the  good aux i l ia ry  s is te rs  f rom the  nov i t ia te .
During the fa' l  1, news came of the death of Sister
Mar ie lXav ie r  on  0c tober  17  a t  Ca lgary^qnd tha t  o f
S is te r  C lao in  on  October  29  a t  Mont rea l . ro  The l i ves
of these two were often cited as models for those who
were cal led on to str ike out for the unknown' Sister
Duf f in  gave her  own impress ions  to  Mother  F i l ia -
t rau l t :  "What  thoughts  and emot ions  f i l l  my hear t  as
I  wr i te  f rom St -Anto ine 's  schoo l .  l , le  have been
t ranso lan ted  to  a  l i t t le  corner  o f  the  ear th  los t  in
the  mids t  o f  hundreds  o f  i s lands  in  Lake o f  the
l, loods. We came here in a canoe with l ' lother Dionne
who accomoan ied  us  to  our  miss ion ,  The house has
good l igh t ing  and is  heated  by  ho t  a i r .  The s i te  i s
maqn i f i ien t  even when the  t rees  lose  the i r  leaves  in
au iumn.  Fa ther  Cah j l l  rece ived us  very  we l1 .  He
broke down in to  tears  a t  the  chape l ,  and so  d id  I .
I t  i s  hard  to  imag ine  tha t  i t  i s  I  who am ca l led  to
take  par t  in  such a  vas t  under tak ing .  0 f  fo r ty
ch i ld ren ,  on ly  ten  ane bapt ized .  The parents  o f  the
others  seen 

' to  
be  a t tached to  the i r  'ances t ra l '

t rad i t ions , "  S js te r  Duf f in  wou ld  take  grea t  p lea-
sure ,  as  had S is te r  Lagrave in  o lden t imes,  f rom the
s ing ing  o f  the  ch i ld ren  dur ing  re l ig ious  serv ices .
Soon these doc i le  l i t t le  Ind ians  were  t rans formed '
S is te r  Page wro te ,  "The peop le  seen very  p leased a t
the  happy change wh ich  our  s is te rs  have been ab le  to
br " ing  about  among the  ch i ld ren .  For  the i r  par t ,  the
ch i ld ren  seem so proud to  be  under  the  d i rec t ion  o f
the  s  i  s te rs .  "37

There ,  as  in  the  o ther  pos ts ,  the  miss ionar ies
co l labora ted  in  evange l iza t ' ion  in  i so la t ion  cer ta in -
1y ,  bu t  amids t  na tura l  beaut ies ,  a t  p ic tu resque s i tes
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where  one cou id  fee l  c lose  to  heaven,38

St .  Anthony 's  Schoo)  ,  l  i ke  thos^e  a t  Qu 'Appe l  le -
Lebre t ,  M inneapo l is ,  S te- {nne-des  -Chenes ,  S t .  Norber t
as  we l l  as  Hosp ice  Tache,  d id  no t  escape the  ep i -
demics  wh ich  raged dur ing  the  w in te r  o f  1899,  There
was meas les  and a lso  d iph ther ia ,  scar le t  fever  and
ch icken pox .  I t  became necessary  to  reopen the  o ld
wing  fo r  con tag ious  d jseases  and S js te r  Phaneuf
treated twenty sick people at a t irne. I t  became
ev jdent  tha t  there  must  be  es tab l  j shed a  spec ia l i zed
hosp i ta l  fo r  cases  requ i r ing  iso la t ion .  There  was
much su f fe r ing  tha t  w in te r ,  and Archb ishop Langev in
author ized  spec ja l  co l lec t ions  in  d i f fe ren t  par ishes .

From distant Montreal unexpected help arr ived
for  the  schoo ls  wh ich  the  Archb ishop was s t rugg l ing
to  keep  a l i ve .  Mr .  Lou is  Co l in ,  Su lp ic ian  super io r
of the seminary, to whom Bishop Langevin "owed his
vocat ion ,  "  v is i ted  St ,  Bon i face  ^^and brought  a
$1 ,000 .00  dona t ion  fo r  the  schoo ls . rv

The Archbishop was in favour of proceeding to
have a  oav i l ion  fo r  in fec t ious  d iseases  and in  the
auturnn there was purchased a house near the hospital
and i t  was  en la rged.  The house had fo rmer ly  been
occup ied  by  B ishop Faraud and i t  had been temporar i l y
used bv  the  Miser icord ia  S is te rs  on  the i r  a r r i va l  in
St .  Bo; i face ,  I t  became known as  St .  Roch Hosp i ta l .

The twenty-f ive sisters who were working at 5t.
Bon i face  Hoso i ta l  took  over  th is  new work  w i th  the
ab le  ass is tance o f  the  f i rs t  f i ve  reg is te red  nurses
graduated fron the School of Nursing. These were
Mrs .  B lanchard ,  Mrs ,  Spencer ,  Mrs .  S tanbaugh,  Miss
Wi l l jan  and Miss  Sut t le .  They  had passed the  re -
qu i red  examinat ions  under  the  superv is ion  o f  the
doctors and received cert i f icates which recognized
them as the f irst graduate nurses born in the Cana-
dian t,r |est.

During 1899 work proceeded on the pavi l ion for
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in fec t ious  d iseases  and a lso  on  a  laundry ,  0n  the
second f loor  o f  the  laundry  bu i ld ing  there  was a
studv room and a recreation room for student nurses.
Miss-  R io rdon,  a  fu tu re  nov ice ,  took  pre l im inary
courses there and remarked "what a great grace i t  was
fot" her to be able to becone aware of real suffering
and to  be  ab le  to  make herse l f  a  he lo  and servant  o f
the  ooor .  "  40

The "house fo r  in fec t ious  d iseases"  was b lessed
by Ar "chb ishop Langev in  on  Apr i l  22 ,  1 .900.  Th is  da te
marked an  impor tan t  t rans j t ion  in  the  serv ice  o f  the
s ick .  I t  meant  an  end to  the  w ino  wh ich  had been
n jcknamed " the  o ld  i ce-house"  used f i r  these purposes
s jnce  1885.  The s is te rs  ass igned to  work ing  w i th
those w i th  contag ious  d iseases  fe l t  they  were  fo l -' l ow ing  

in  the  foo ts teps  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  who had,
when she adopted the grey habit in 1755, taken care
o f  the  v ic t in rs  o f  smal  loox  a t  Sau i t -Sa in t -Lou is .  Her
hero ism in  th is  regard 'had recent ly  been wr i t ten  up' in  a  b iography  o f  t -hq_foundress  jus t  pub l i shed by
Madame Berthe Jette.qr Events soon Droved the
necess i t y  o f  th i s  pav j l i on .  The  hosp i ta l  a t  } l i n -
n ipeg,  be ing  p laced under  quarant ine ,  the  c i ty
counc j l  p roposed to  house poor  pa t ien ts  a t  S t .  .&och,
a  proposa l  read i  l y  agreed to  by  the  Grey  Nuns.az

I t  was  no t  on ly  a t  S t .  Roch tha t  peop le  w i th
contag ious  d iseases  were  looked a f te r .  There  was a
group o f  " f l y ing  nurses , ,  who a t tended to  s ick  persons
wherever  they  were .  S is te r  Ev js ton  and S is te r
Bern ie r  thus  went  to  For t  E l l i ce  to  ass is t  dur ino  an
outbreak of sma11pox. They stayed there fortylsix
days. Two months later Sister Phaneuf and the same
Sis te r  Bern ie r  went  to  Russe l l  sonre  252 mi les  f rom
Winn ipeg to  dea l  w i th  an  ou tbreak  there .  They  l i ved
in  cab ins ,  shar ing  the  food o f  the  s t r i cken and even
assuming the job of grave-digging when there were
deaths. .  -The returned after sixty days of con-
f  i nement ,43

Wi th  the  d isc re t ion  wh ich  charac ter ized  her ,
the  go lden jub i la r ian ,  S is te r  Laurent ,  con t inued ner
house v is i t s  jus t  as  she had in  1891-1892 when there
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had been an  ep idemic  o f  d iph ther ia .  The r i sk  o f
contagion nevei bothered this great lady who main-
ta ined a  s i len t  courage.  A  f r iend  o f  hers  wro te ,  " I f
she  is  ever  canon ize i i  i t  w i l l  no t  be  on  account  o f
her  wr i t ings  because S is te r  Laurent  i s  spar ing  o f
words. " 0n May 24 she wrote to Mother General:
"Be ing  ou t  o f  p rac t ice  w i th  penrnansh ip ,  I  dare  to  use
a penci l  to thank you for your good wishes on the
f i f t ie th  ann iversary  o f  my pro fess ion .  Th is  ce lebra-
t jon  has  f i11ed my hear t  w i l l  g ra t i tude and love  fo r
God and my dear  conmuni ty . "qe

Her  "dear  communi ty "  was  inc reas ing  aga in  a t
S t ,  Bon i face  where  i t  was  dec ided to  es tab l i sh ,  a t
the request of Archbishop Langevin, an orphanage for
boys  a i  For t  Gar ry  o r  Winn ipeg.  I t  was  to  be  ca l led
St l  Joseph 's  0 rphanage.  S is te r  Duf f in ,  who had
Droved her mett le in Kenora, was put in charge. The
house wou ld  be  ab le  to  lodge about  th i r ty  ch i ld ren ,
accord ing  to  S js te r  Ward  who was pass ing  th rough St .
Bon i face .  " Ihere  w i l l  be  a  la rge  yard  fo r  the i r
recreat i  on . "45

Sis te r  Duf f in  and S is te r  C l6ment  ins ta l  led
themse lves  in  the  o ld  p r ies t ' s  house o f  S t .  Mary 's
oar ish  where .  fo rner lv .  the  s is te rs  had had a  boar -
b ing  schoo ' l  .46  t t re  o? i i c ia l  open ing  took  p lace  May
8,  

-when 
S is te r  Duf f in ,  go t  back  f rom Mont rea l  ,

wondered what they had gotten themsel ves into.
"Repairs were not yet completed, There were seven
workers busying themselves everywhere. I t  was
necessary  fo i  a - t ime to  l i ve  in  the  s igh t  o f  bo th  God
and man. We already have ten orphans and we are
expect ing  another  f i ve .  They  are  l i t t1e  boys  who
have been running at large in the streets of Win-
n ipeg.  The i r  spec ia l ty  ' i s  f igur ing  ou t  how to .  ge t
in to  a  f igh t . "  In  the  chron ic les  o f  the  work  we
read: " f ' le must make haste to provide clothing for
our  o rphans;  they  cou ld  be  ca l led  unc lo thed ch i l -
dnen. " The 1ay conmittee which had asked for the
work expressed great satisfact ion at seeing these
young charges, yesterday roaming the streets, now-se t t ing  

o f i  to i , s -choo l  we l  l -kep t ,  car ry ing  the i r
books  and  s la tes .q /



184

At the turn of the century, the canonical
province of St. Boniface counted foirteen convents.48
F ive  Man i toba nov ices  took  the i r  vows dur ino  1901 and
f i l led  the  o laces  o f  those who d ied .  S i i te r  S te-
Therise was among the dead. After contracting
erys ipe las  f rom a  pa t ien t ,  she  re t i red  to  the  prov in -
cial house where she had devoted her last davs to her
work jn the department of pharmacy,ae

Others  fe l t  the  we igh t  o f  the i r  days .  S is te r
Lesperance,  be t te r  known as  S is te r  Youv i l le ,  had
l i ved  th rough the  t rag jc  days  o f  1885 a t  Lac  La
Biche,  She d ied  February  5 ,  L902,  0n  June 3  o f  tha t
year ,  B ishop Grand in  a lso  comple ted  h is  ear th ly
caneer, He died in the company of his coadjutor,
B ishop Lega l ,s0  h is  dear  n iece , -S is te r  Grand in ,  and
h is  compan ion  in  a rms,  E ishop Is idore  C lu t .

Mother Slocombe had summed up the opinion of
the  Grey-Nuns when she wro te  Apr i l  18 ,  1866:  "B ishop
Grand inr r  i s  a  man fu l l  o f  -z ;ea1 and devot ion ;  the
l i fe  he  leads  i s  admi rab le .  " )z

The immense vicariate of Athabaska-Mackenz i  e
was now d jv ided so  tha t  B ishop Gabr ie l  Breynat ,
consecrated Apr;J 6, 1902, shared leadership with
B i  shoo Grouard .  r r

in  tha t  year ,  in  the  au tumn o f  1902,  S is te r
Hamel  was e lec ted  as  super io r  genera l  wh i le  the
super io r  o f  the  hosp i ta ) ,  S is te r  Dugas,  was  named
nistress of nol, ices and Sister Royal becarne provin-
c ia l  super io r . s4

The turn of the century marked the end of a
chapter in the history of the Grey Nuns in the West.
They  saw the  las t  o f  the  p ioneers  end the i r  l i ves ;
the f irst generation was now extinct. Gone from this
earth also were the t i tans of the apostolate; Arch-
b ishop Tach i ,  A ;ghb ishop Fabre ,  B ishop Grand in ,
B ishob  La f l ; ;he ,ss  B ishbp  C lu t ,  above 'a l l ,  th6
unforge t tab ie  B ishop Bourget ,  in  whose honour  the
diocese of Montreal bui l t  a monunent dedicated on
June 24. 0ther good fr iends departed for the after-
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l i fe .  Mr .  Lou is  Co l in  was rep laced by  Mr .  Char les
Lecoq as  prov inc ia l  super io r  o f  5 t .  Su lp ice  and the
good '  fa t l ie r  "S tan l i s las , "  fa i th fu l  servant ,  d ied
January  17 ,  1903.

Many noted visi tors had come to St. Boniface
dur ing  the  las t  ten  years '  B ishop Fa lcon io '  the
f i rs t -  apos to l i c  de legate ,  v js i ted  on  Septernber  26 ,
1900,  and Archb ishop Bruches i ,  a f te r  hav ing  taken
oar t  jn  the  consecra t ion  o f  Archb ishop Langev in ,
v js i ted  Red R jver  in  1903 in  h is  new capac i ty  o f
Archb ishoo o f  Mont rea l .  He had been a  fo rmer  pup i l
of the Grey Nuns. Sister Weekes, a graduate nurse
from Notre--Dame Hospital,  had iust been named profes-
sor of health and of the care of the sick at the
qovernnent  indus t r ia l  schoo ls .56  Archb ishop Bruches i
6ad accepted in February l8J I to be a notary in the
Cause o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ) /  and was p leased to  no te
how the Venerable favoured the missions of the West.
Since 1894 there had been recorded the c^ure of Mr.
Theoph j  le  Pare ,  M.P.  fo r  La  Verendrye ; )b  a  fo r rner
orphhn,  Ade le  Par is ien ,  a t t r ibu ted  her  rescue f rom a
fo i^es t ' f  i re  to  the  pro tbc i ion  o f  Uother  d 'Youv i l le ;s9
Sister Bourassa had been cured suddenly to the
amazement of Dr. Todd, a Protestant doctg1 who was
wi l l ing  to  g ive  tes t imony in  the  Cause.ov  Father
Jouan, -an  0b ia te  a t  I le - i - la -Crosse,  spoke in  thanks-
q iv ind  to  Mother  d 'Youv j i l e  fo r  hav ing  ob ta ined  a
iu re .61  and Mother  Mar ie -Honor ine-de-1a-Cro ix ,  a
canoness  o f  Lyon who was l i v ing  a t  the i r  nonas tery  in
Notre-Dame- de- Lourdes , Manitoba proclaimed that "she
was led back from the grave as a result of the
in te rcess ion  o f  the  Venerab le  Canad ian  to  whom she
prayed a t  the  ins t iga t ion  o f  the  s is te rs  o f  the
Hosp i ta l .  "

I t  appeared evident that the Mother of the poor
watched with special care the nissionaries to whom
were confided heroic work' Mother Hamel attr ibuted
to her success which was experienced by the new far
nor thern  Dost  a t  Great  S lave  Lake where  a  miss ion  was
opened June 16 ,  1903 by  S is te rs  Bo isver t ,  McQuj l lan
ahd Genereux  a long w i th  the  devoted  aux i l ia ry  S is te rs
Honor ine  and Ernes t ine .  Th is  was the  convent  we l l -
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cal led "Resolut ion" ;  i t  requi red great  reso lut ion to
give the one hundred per cent effort needed, the
courage,  the se l f -denia l ,  the forget fu lness of  se l f .
There,  as e lsewhere,  the s is ters  were ab le to  ga in  a
great harvest of souls for God,
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The deta i l s  in  th is  chaDter  a re  taken f rom
Ci rc .  mens.  1892-1895 a t  the  ment ioned da tes .
0n1y the other sources are noted.

Mor ice ,  h is t .  abregee 0ues t  can .  ,  p .  127.

Le t te r  da ted  Apr i l  23 .  Dr .  Tache,  a  fo rmer
deputy  min is te r  o f  pub l i c  works ,  who d ied  in
0 t tawa Apr i l  15 ,  1894.

Beno i t ,  op .c i t , ,  Vo1 .  I I ,  p .  775 .  Fa ther
Sou l l ie r  was  accompan ied  by  Father  Anto ine ,  a
fo rner  p rov inc ia l  super io r  o f  the  0b la te  Fa-
thers .  The sup.  gen.  had a l ready  v is i ted  the
miss ions  in  the  Hest  in  1883 as  ass is tan t
genera I .

Mor ice ,  H is t .  Abregee 0ues t  can .  ,  p .  127.

B ishop La f leche ce iebra ted  h is  go lden jub i lee
of priesthood jn Three Rivers on l{ay 22 and 23.
The archbishoD of St. Boniface then wrote to
h im say ing ,  "Here  we cannot  fo rge t  the  hero ic
tasks  tha t  you  have accompl ished,  Hav ing  to
remain  a t  a  d is tance,  my thoughts  w i l l  be  w i th
you,  In  the  o ld  S t .  Bon i face  convent  fo r  wh ich
you made the  p1ans,  we are  go ing  to  have a
so lemn ce lebra t ion  in  your  honour ,  Nex t  month
when we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
ar r iva l  o f  the  Grey  Nuns,  we w i l l  no t  fo rge t
tha t  you  were  here  too , "  Le t te r  pub l i shed in
C i rc .  nens . ,  1892-1895 ,  p .414 .

Chron ic les ,  1872-1904,  Jan.  30 ,  1895.

Mgr .  Emard ,  b ishop o f  Va l ley f ie ld ,  con f ided how
touched he was to lodge at the boarding school
in the room where Arihbishoo Tach6 h;d died.
Mgr .  La f ldche v is i ted  St .  F ra i rEo i  s -Xav  i  e r  where
an armchair having belonged to Mgr Tache was
kept in the presbytery. As for Bishop Fabre,
h is  days  were  counted ,  fo r  he  d ied  Dec.  30 ,
1896.



188

9

1 0

1 L

The sisters'  ages vary between 24 and 35 years.
Sr. Vincentrs parents assumed the expenses of
having her renains transported to Montreal.
Before  she d ied ,  she  scr ibb led  a  touch ing
nessage, "Vlhen I get to Montreal, i f  only I
couid open ny eyes and tel l  you how much I love
you . "

Mr .  Seneca l ,  who had bu j l t  the  hosp i ta ls  o f  S t .
Bon i face  and Ca lgary ,  was  g iven the  cont rac t
fo r  Edmonton.  Sr .  Dev ins '  generos i ty  was o f
g rea t  he lp  f i nanc ia l l y .

Father Danase Dandurand who in 1845, had wel-
comed the Grey Nuns when they founded the
convent in Bytown, also part icipated in their
50th anniversary celebratjons. Later he became
chap la in  o f  Hosp ice  Tache in  S t .  Bon i face  and
l ived  to  be  the  o ldes t  p r ies t  in  the  wor ld .

According to an agreenent reached with Arch-
b ishop Langev in ,  the  5 t .  Bon i face  nov ices  wou ld
comple te  the i r  nov i t ia te  a t  the  mother  house,

Letter dated December 4, 1844.

See supra, year 1858,

Deta j l s  taken f ron  an  exp lanat ion  s igned by
Archb ishop Langev in  May 12 ,  1913.  In  these
convents  ou t  in  the  count ry ,  i t  was  a  l i t t le
eas ier to surv i  ve,

Thjs work was soon to be moved to the- boarding
schoo l  wh ich  had become Hosp ice  Tache.

It  was the 60th anniversary of her entrance to
re l ig ious  I i fe  on  Sept .  9 ,  1836,  and no t  tha t
of her vows which were Sept. 10, 1838.

Canon Bruch6si was a nember of the tr ibunal for
th is  Cause.  Mgr  Mer ry  De l  Va l  had v is i ted  St .
Bon i face  the  prev jous  June 5 .  The I i fe  o f
Mother Deschamps was writ ten by Sr. Coliette

1 4

L )

1 6

T 7

l 6



2 2

24

2 5

z6

1 9

2 0

2 9

3 0

189

and comple ted  by  Sr .  Fauteux '  I t  i s  kep t  in
manuscript form in the ASGM.

From now on,  Qu 'Appe l le  wou ld  be  ca l led  Lebre t
in honour of the 0blate missionary Father
Lebret who also served as postmaster for the
d is t r i c t .

Le t te r  da ted  Ju ly  21 ,  1897.

Letter dated June 28, 1898. There are some
lakes  and h i l l s ,  bu t  no t  c lose  to  the  convents '

In  1898,  the  Lac  La  B iche miss ion  was moved to
Lac  La  Se l  le .

Anna ls ,  1932-33 ,  p .  16 .

Sr ,  Hamel  a r r i ved  in  S t .  Bon i face  in  1869 and
became v icar -p rov inc ia l  in  L872.

The vicariates did not cover the sane area as
the  c iv i l  p rov inces .  The St .  A lber t  p rov ince
became resionsible for the northern nissions.

Gu ichon ,  Sr .  M. ,  op .c i t . ,  p '12 .  The  k indergar -
ten  was open un t i l  1905 when the  0b la te  s is te rs
took over.

Sr .  Dugas rep laced Sr ,  Le te l l ie r  as  super io r  o f
the  Edmonton Hosp i ta l .

As early as July 1895, Mother Desch-arnps had
d iscussdd the  need fo r  th is  Schoo l  o f  Nurs ing
wi th  Archb ishop Langev i  n .

Mgr Langevin visi ted the mother house on his
wiv to Rome where a successor to Father Soul-
l i6r who had died in off ice was to be noni-
na ted .

Sr .  Bou langer  to  the  rno ther  house,  Ju ly  25 ,
1898.
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3L De Mo issac ,  Sr .  E . ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  203 .

32  "Le  Man i toba" ,  June 29 ,  1898.

33  The aged nen occup ied  the  o1d ye l ' low
unti l  1904; then they were transfemed
o ld  hou  se .

house
to the

34 C i rc .  mens. ,  1898-1901 ,  pp .  ZB-29.

3s  Docunent  no .5  per ta in ing  to  the  0rphanage.

36  Sr .  Mar ie -Xav ie r  was  61  years  o ld ,  S is te r
C lap in ,  78 .

37 Letter dated Feb. 16, 1899. Sr. Page writes on
her way to the R.-R. She had been elected
super io r  fo r  the  St .  Bon i face  Ind ian  Schoo l .

38  The Kenora  schoo l  was  c losed in  1930.

3e  Mor ice ,  V ie  de  Mgr  Langev in ,  p .  185.

40  B iography  o f  Sr .  R io rdan,  Anna ls  1950-51 ,  pp .
1.204-1205.

41 Mrs. Jette had been a member of the diocesan
t r ibuna l  fo r  the  Cause o f  Mother  d ,Youv i l le ,
She was the spouse of the I i  eutenant- governor
of the Province of Quebec, Her son, Father
Ju les  Je t te ,  S .J . ,  taught  in  S t ,  

.Bon i face

Col lege and became t 'rel l  known in the Yukon and
A laska .

42  Chron ic les ,  1 ,872-1904.  S t .  Roch Hosp i ta l  had
i ts  own admin is t ra t ion  as  ear ly  as  1902.

43  B iography  o f  Sr .  Pe l  le t ie r -phaneuf .  The in -
cident took piace in March-Apri l  1901. After
the hut occupied by the sisters burned down,
they found refuge in another humble shelter
where they had to sleep on the f loor. Letter
f rom Sr .  Eern ie r ,  Apr i l  11 ,  1901  .
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44 C i rc .  mens.  1898-1901 ,  pp .  457-458.

4s  Le t te r  wr j t ten  in  Apr i l  1900.

46  Tess je r -B j ron ,  op .c i t .  ,  p ,  204 .

47  St .  Joseph Orphanage,  Winn ipeg,  Chron ic les ,  p .
9 .  Th is  o rphanage work  was re l inqu ished in
1938 when Ste. Rose du Lac Hospital was foun-
ded,

48  The Schoo l  o f  Nurs inq  was par t  o f  the  hosp i ta l
and Hosp ice  Tache took  thd  p lace  o f  the  boar -
d ing  schoo l ,

4s  B iography  o f  Sr ,  S te-Therese.

50 Consecrated on June 17 , 1897.

s1  Father  Grand in ,  the  b ishop 's  nephew,  a r r i ved
the next day. 0n Feb' 24, 1937, the Cause of
Eishop Grandin was introduced in Rome' 0n Aug.
23 ,  1938,  h is  remains  were  o f f i c ia l l y  iden-
t i f i ed .

s2 Letter to Sr. Danouranq.

s3  B ishoo C lu t  had le f t  the  Nor th  fo r  hea l th
reasons .  He d ied  on  Ju ly  9 ,  1903.

s4  Sr .  Roya l  came to  S t .  Bon i face  in  1858.

5s  He d jed  jn  Three R ivers  on  Ju ly  14 ,  1898.

56  C i rc ,  mens . ,  1902-03 ,  p .  743 .

s7  Ib id . .  1BBT-1891  ,  p .  s27 .

ss Sr. Par6, better known as Sr. St-Th5ophile, was
pro fessed on  Apr i l  29 ,  1903.  Her  fa ther ,  Mr .
Par6, was cured in 1894. Widowed, he was
orda ined to  the  pr ies thood on  Ju ly  26 ,  1906.

se  C i rc .  rnens . ,  1895-1898,  p .  66 .
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CHAPTER t{Il{E - 1904-1913

"In a few years this Western .region- had made so
much oroqress that no country in the world can offer
an eiarno-l e of such swift  tr insformation. Religion
has  beeh a  cent ra l  fac to r  in  th is  deve lopment ,  and
Cathol icism has advanced in conmon with others. The
victories of the church in this new country are
rnarked bv nanv vibrant inst i tut ions. " Thus wrote
nrchbishdp Duhimel of Ottawa fol lowing a tr ip to Red
River . l

What marvel lous events occumed in the few
shor t  vears  s ince  the  ar r i va l  o f  the  twent ie th
centurv-. in 1902 i t  was estimated that the diocese
of  S t . -  Bon i face  a lone had now 25,000 Ga l ic ians  on
whose behalf Father Lacombe arrgnged to have Basi l ian
missionaries come to Man i toba. "

To these terr i tor ies, just yesterday a-lmost
jnaccess ib le  bu t  now ca l led  " the  count ry  o f  the
future" 50,000 immigrants cane in the one year'  1906'
Two vears darl ier BdO French-Canadians made up one of
the " largest contingents ever to arr ive fron the
East .  '

I t  became apparent that the rel igious congrega-
t ions already eifst ing in the l lest were not suf-
f i c ien t  in  nurnber  fo i  a l l  the  work  to  be  done.
B ishoD Lanqev in ,  l i ke  h is  co l leagues  e lsewhere ,  d id
not hbsitaie to offer place to the communit ies which
left France as a resdlt of the persecution there.
The Grev Nuns welcomed with sympathy the new workers
who usu i l  l y  s tayed a  wh i le  i i  the  humble  prov inc ia l
house wh i ie  b t i coming acc l ina t ized  to  the i r  new
country.

Eoual lv welcomed were the conmunit ies of
Canad iar i  o r ig in  coming to  lend a  hand and a lso  the
loca l  o rouo i -nso i red  bv  Archb ishop Langev in  in  1904 '
the 0biate Sisders of-the Sacred Heart and of Mary
Imrnaculate. The thro pioneers, Alma Laurendeau and
Ida  La f r i ca in  took  as  the i r  convent  a  house nex t  to
the  normal  schoo l  wh ich  was founded in  1912,  thanks
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to  the  e f fo r ts  o f  the  Archb ishoo.4

These new congregations made a much appreciated
cont r ibu t ion .  To  the  Miser jcord ia  S is te rs .  the  Grey
Nuns gave the creche they had begun sone years
prev ious iy .  The Daughters_of  the  Cross  (a lso  known
as the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Andre)  rep laced- the  aux i l ia ry
Gney Nuns a t  the  b ishop 's  res idence, r  The 0b la te
Sisters took over the kindergarten for boys. The
Sis te rs  o f  Sa in t  Joseph o f  Lyon rep laced the  hero ic
women o f  I  le -a - la -Crosse in  1905.  A t  th is  fa r -awav
post  the  mjss ionar ies  exper ienced f j res  and f  lood-s
and a  precar ious  ex is tence.  The s js te rs  who came
back  f rom there  to  S t .  Bon i face  had g iven th i r teen,
twenty-seven, thirty-two and thirty-four years to
th is  a rduous work .  An ar t i c le  in  Les  C loches  de  St -
Bon j face  descn ibes  then as  hav ing  tears  in  the i r
eyes,o The Montagnais had made many requests to have
the Grey l ' , luns stay but they had to obey orders,
however much they rnight have wished to remain. Had
they  been ab le  to  see in to  the  fu tu re ,  they  wou ld
have known the Gqey Nuns would one day return to this
f ie ld  o f  honour .  /

The chron ic les  a t  th is  t ime were  fa i th fu l  to
record  even the  de ta i l s  o f  inc idents  wh ich  occumed
from day to day and which together forn the history
of the sister"s. Sonetimes i t  was tragedy that was
recorded,  So,  on  January  5 ,  1904,  we have the
account  o f  the  f i re  wh ich  des t royed the  prosper ing
v,rork being done at Lebret. "0ur dear school is now
on ly  a  heap o f  smou lder ing  ru ins , "  wro te  S is te r
Gou le t .  "0ur  S is te rs  Weekes and McMj l len  had to  ju rnp
out the window. Both received the alarm from the
0b la te  p r ies t  who saved the  B lessed Sacrament .  We
now have only the clothes on our back. l . le found
refuge at the convent of the Mothers of Notre-Dame de
S ion .  As  fo r  the  pup i l s ,  the  g i r l s  a re  l i v ing  in  the
par ish  church  and the  boys  a t  the  pub l ic  schoo l .  "

Mis fo r tune,  however ,  d id  no t  d imin ish  courage
since the correspondence proceeds to say: " l . |e are
cer ta in ly  cont inu ing  our  work  here  bu t  w i th  sone
d i f f i cu l t ies .  l . le  were  do ino  so  we l l  and now we have
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abso lu te ly  no th jng .  l ' , l e  w i l l  be  leav ing  here  tomor -
row, I  am not sure where we are^going but we hope at
las t  to  be  reun i ted  once aga in . "d  The s is te rs  o f  the
mother house were moved by this account and soon
seven trunks were sent forward f i  I  led with new
c lo th ing .  S is te r  Gou le t  wro te  on  February  17 :  "May
the  Lord  c lo the  you in  H is  g race .  Do no t  be  wor r ied
about  us .  Las t  n igh t  we s lep t  on  the  pe lvs  in  the
church and we bomowed mattresses and blankets'  l .r |e
w j l l  soon  be  se t t led  in  the  o ld  shoemakers ' s  shop . "

Af te r  the  f j re  came the  f lood ,  th is  t ime a t  S t .
Bon i face  j t se l f ,  Th is  was jus t  a t  the  t jme o f  the
v is i t  o f  Mother  Hamel  who ar r i ved  on  Apr i  1  23  to  f jnd
the  land covered by  s ix  fee t  o f  water '  T rave l
between one house and another had to be by boat.e
That 's  the  way the  v is i t  to  the  hosp i ta l  was  nade;
the  hosp i ta l  had had 2 ,617 pa t ien ts  over  the  course
of one year and two neq-wings were required by the
i  nc reas6  in  ooou la t ion . lo

St .  , losept r ' s  o rphanage in  l ^ l inn ipeg a lso  had to
be expanded. The work advanced s1ow1y, the source of
funds  be ing  pub l i c  co l lec t ions .  The  chron jc le r
wrote: "l,ie have had to refu_s-e orphans every day. l.le
accept  on ly  the  most  poor ,  " "

A t  S t .  Norber t  there  d ied  on  March  16 ,  1905
Bishop No i i l  R i tcho t  whose name,  bound to  tha t  o f
R je l ,  i s  famous  in  the  h is to ry  o f  Man i toba .  He  d jed
at  the  convent ,  f i re  hav ing  des t royed h is  house the
preced ing  January  10 .  A  c lassroom was c leared  to
prov ide  fo r  h js  needs .  He  was  in  h is  B0 's ,  S is te r
buderna ine  commented:  "The pub l ic  weeps fo r  a  good
Father  f rom whom much was rece ived.  Monse igneur
bu i l t  up  h is  par ish  so  tha t  today  we can see j t  w i th
j t s  re l  i g ious  ins t i tu t ions ,  h j s  church  wh jch  i s  the
f ines t  in  the  West ,  accord ing  to  some,  h is  o rgan,  the
magn i f i cen t  be l l s  wh ich  ar r i ved  jy ; t  in  t ime to
sound ou t  the  death  o f  the i r  donor ,  " "

S t .  Norber t  convent  had deve ' loped a  sp lend id
reputa t ion .  Bes ides  the  regu la r  p rogram,  the  schoo l
spec ia l i zed  jn  the  teach ing  o f  mus ic .  "Our  fo r ty - two
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mus jc ians  car r ied  thernse lves  o f f  very  we11.  Sacred
mus jc  ho lds  the  f i rs t  the  p lace  to  the  grea t  sa t is -
fact ion of the cur6s who can now count on the ser-
v ices  q f^  a  mus ic ian  and a  teacher  in  the i r  par -
' i shes . " "

A t  S t ,  Bon i face  a l I  the  works  were  prosper ing '
The "ve l low house"  had to  be  changed in to  a  hosp ice
for  o id  peop le . l4  S t .  Roch Hosp i ta l  jus t i f ied  amply
j ts  reason 

' fo r  
be ing  bu i1 t .  Many o f  the  newcomers

f rom overseas  appea ied  to  be  suscept jb le  to^ in fec-
t jous  d iseases .  in  the  course  o f  two nonths ,  0c tober
and November, there werg-f ive hundred and eighty-two
cases  o f  tvoho i  d  fever . l s

n ,  to  t t t "  indus t r ia l  schoo l ,  a  new po l i cy  was
adooted. The bui ldinqs and land became the property
of 

' the 
0blate Fathers who undertook in return to

bu i ld  board ing  schoo ls  r igh t  on  the  reserves  a t  Sandy
Bay, a!-Fort [ lexander, a1 Fort Frances and at Rainy
R iver , ro

0n March  22 ,  1906 S is te r  La jo ie ,  ass is tan t
orov inc ia l .  and Marquer  i  te -Mar  i  e  went  to  Couch ich ing
i leserve  where  the  Sau l teaux  l j ved .  In  t imes pas t
this was the spot occupied by Pierre de. La Verendrye
and Chr is tooher  Duf ro i t  de  la  Jemnera is ,  the  unc le
and the  bro iher  o f  Mere  d 'Youv i l le .  These exp lo rers
had bu j l t  there  For t  S t .  Char les .  0n  a  ne ighbou l ing
jsland in 1736 the son of La Verendrye and twenty
comoan ions  inc lud inq  Father  Au lneau had [ lq t  a  hor -
r ib ie  death  a t  the  hands o f  the  na t ives . r /  I t  was
f i t t ino  tha t  now the  Grev  Nuns shou ld  assume the  job
of  tea th ing  in  th is  p1ace,  thus  keep ing  a l i ve .  the
memorv of ia Verendrye and Lajqrmerais, as Bishop
Langev in  counse l led  them to  do '16  The four  p ioneers
of iAqq had stopped at the site on their.way to the
Red River; they could not then foresee that one day
the  Grey  Nuns wou ld  open a  schoo l  there .

By the beginning of Apri l  there were already
thirty- iwo pupiis, So-on threq sisters came to help:
s is te i  c i rd rd ,  S is te r  du  Pr6c ieux-Sang and S is te r
Goyette. There were the usual hardships at the
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outse t  bu t  they  cou ld  count  on  the  l im i t less  generos-
i t y  o f  Mrs .  Wight .  l , , lh i  le  the  bapt ized  ch i ld ren  were
bu iy  lear "n ing  how to  r "ead and to  ca lcu la te ,  the  o ther
l j t t le  Ind ians  s tayed by  the  door  a t  f i r s t  look ing  on
but gradual ly asking to take part '  The 

' l jpht 
shone

in  the  n igh t ,  and th is  was a  conso la t ion 'v  fo r  the
sadness felt  at the !^ecessity of abandoning the
schoo l  a t  M inneapo l is .20  ArchSishop I re land oT St .
Pau l  expressed the  regre t  o f  a l l  a t  the  dec is ion  o f
the sisters to abandon the work, "No doubt other
sisters can take your places as teachers, but none
wj l l  take  your  p lace  in  the  hear ts  o f  the  peog le .
i tranl you ioi al '1 you have done in M.inneapolis. ' i21

The most  remarkab le  event  in  1906 a t  S t .
Bon i face  was the  b less inq  o f  the  corners tone o f  the
new ca thedra l .  The rap id -  inc rease in  the  popu la t ion
had fo rced Father  Dugas,  the  grand v icar ,  to  bu i ld  a
tent near the metroooli tan church to accoffnodate the
vas t  c rowds.22

0n August  15  there  was a  So lemn Mass,  ce1-
ebra ted  by  B ishop Lega l  o f  S t .  A lber t  in  the  presence
of his iol leagies frorn St. Boniface, 0ttawa and
Pr jnce  A lber t . -  The o ld  tenp le  e rec ted  by  B ishop
Tach6 in  1865 donned i t s  f ines t  o rnaments .  The na in
a l ta r  was  s t i l l  the  same one tha t  had been used by
Bishop Provencher  and the  f i rs t  apos t les  o f  th is  new
land,  The banquet  was served bv  the  lad ies  o f  S te .
Anne. There wis an excursion icross to Fort Rouge
where  the  inc red ib le  g rowth  o f  Winn ipeg cou ld  be
seen,  A t  the  end o f  the  day ,  w i th  f i reworks  r i va l -
l ing  the  sp lendor  o f  the  se t t ing  sun,  they  proceeded
wi th  the  b less ing  o f  the  corners tone.  Great  emot ion
f i l l ed  a l l  hear ts  when they  saw in  p rocess ion  repre-
senta t ives  o f  Po l i sh ,  German,  Ruthen ian  and French
par ishes  w i th  the i r  pas tors ,  f lags  and nus ic ians .
i 'A11 proc la im tha t  they  are  above a l l  Catho i i c .  "  The
people were no less impressed with the presence of
d is t ingu ished Pro tgFtan ts  l i ke  Ch ie f  Jus t ice  Howel l
and Judoe Mathers ,  zJ

n"u. t t .  cathedral humble crosses narked the
resting place of the departed Grey Nuns. Among the
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othen worthies there was now added the nanes of
S is te r  Marguer i te  Conno l ly ,  the  f i rs t  pup i l  a f  the
board ino  house and the  f i rs t  na t ive  nov ice , "  and
Sjs te r  eec i le  Cusson who had come on August  25 ,  1845
on th-e_ last journey made whol ly by water and por-
taqe.25  Another  was soon to  jo in  then,  S is te r  Cur ran
wh6 had spent  th i r ty - f i ve  years  o f  her  l i fe  a t  Red
River both as a teaiher ani i  as a secretary of Arch-
b ishop Tache.  Hav ing  gone back  to  Mont rea l  in  1887
she had becorne arch iv is t  and had been o f  much ass is -
tance to  B ishop Ramsay who wro te  the  f i rs t  Eng l ish
b iography  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i i le .  As  i t  happened,
Bishop darqs-ay died only two days before his col-
I  aborator .  zo

"L i fe  in  the  wor ld  passes  away, "  was  no  doubt
in  the  minds  o f  the  s is te rs  as  th is  aus tere  t ru th
s t jmu la ted  the i r  generos i ty  in  the  exerc ise  o f  the i r
du t ies ,

One k ind  o f  apos to l j c  work  tha t  everyone ca l l s
a  "sad bus jness"  to  be  in  i s  tha t  o f  co l lec t ing  a lms.
Th js  i s  the  job  tha t  fe l l  to  the  lo t  o f  S is te r
Phaneuf  and S is te r  Guay dur ing  August  1906.  The
ins t i tu t ions  a t  S t .  Bon i face  had f i l1ed  up  w i th  needy
persons but there was not enough money to cover the
cos ts .  So the  s is te rs  had to  go  around to  beg.  The
year 1905 had seen the birth of two new provinces'carved 

ou t  o f  the  Ter r i to r ies .  These were  A lber ta
and Saskatchewan,  the  las t  naned a l ready  hav ing  two
"c i t ies , "  Saskatoon and Reg ina .  The two s is te rs
arr jved at Saskatoon on Saturday, September 29' They
went to Mass the next day, As was the custom, they
went around to the rectory to pay their respects to
the  oar ish  or ies t .  Imaq ine  the i r  surpr ise  to  hear
Fath6r  Pa i l ie  who though i  they  came to  he lp  the  s ick ,
and who,  fo r  h is  par t ,  exc la imed,  "Don ' t  te l l  me!
You have cone here to look after our sick." As a
matter of fact i t  happened that he had in his house
just at that t jme four very i1l persons who had no
other  nurse  ava i lab le  than the  poor  0b la te  p r ies t .
l , ihen he saw the grey habits, he concluded r ight away
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tha t  Prov idence had sent  them to  he lp  w i th  the
nu rs  r  ng ,

For  the i r  par t ,  the  s js te rs  were  embar rassed.
They had been away for sjx whole weeks and i t  was
t i rne  they  were  ge t t ing  home.  Bes ides ,  the i r  d r iver
was h j red  on  a  l im j ted  t ine  cont rac t .  They  sa id  they
wou ld  have to  have t ime to  th ink  i t  over .  Meanwhi le ,
a  new request  came f ron  Mr .  Cah i l l ,  a  re la t j ve  o f  the
cur6  o f  Winn ipeg.  He sa id  h is  mother  was in  im-
med ia te  need o f  nurs ing  care ,  The s is te rs  dec ided
they could not hesitate any longer. They agreed to
serve for three days with the help of a young lady
who had no exoerience whatsoever. The number of
pa t ien ts  qu ick ly  inc reased and thus  a  new nurs ing
serv ice  was es tab l i shed.  Dr .  S tewar t  was  so  im-
oressed w i th  th is  unhooed fo r  tunn o f  events  tha t  he
took  s teps  to  ob ta jn  i  p ro longat ion  o f  the i r  s tay .
A f te r  f ind ing  ou t  the  address  o f  the  super io r ,  he
sent a telegram to Mother Provincial who went along
wi th  h is  reques t .  Thus  was es tab l i shed the  beg in-
n ings  o f  a  Grey  Nuns hosp i ta l  in  Saskatoon.

Father  Pa i l le  made an  appea l  to  h is  par ish io -
ners to offer assistance to the sisters. A man named
Campbell  volunteered to act as an orderly and he was
ass igned to  the  n igh t  sh i f t .  Unfor tunate ly ,  however ,
he  co l laosed under  the  s t ra in ,

The miss jonary  p r ies t  was  no t  w i l l i ng  to  res ign
h imse l f  to  hav ing  the  s is te rs  work ing  on ly  on  a
temporary  bas is ,  He went  to  Winn ipeg to  ta lk  over
h is  p rob ' lem wi th  Fa ther  Vachon,  h is  immedia te  supe-
r io r .  Mr .  Cah j l l ,  happy  to  see h is  mother  recovered,
ar ranged fo r  Mother  Desp ins  and S js te r  Archambau l t  to
v is i t  the  p ' lace  to  s ize  up  the  poss ib i  I  i t ies .  He
covered the cost of the tr ip. The superior agreed
tha t  nurs ing  he lp  wou ld  be  prov ided un t i l  the  end o f
the  ep idemic  bu t  sa id  she cou ld  no t  p romise  more
since there were so nany demands on the Grey Nuns,

But the people of Saskatoon were not ready to
accept this response and planned to push their
appea ' l s  to  Mont rea l .  When the  ep idemic  had passed
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i ts  peak ,  the  benevo len t  nurses  go t  the  l i t t le  church
ready for Christnas. Their work was so much ap-
prec ia ted  tha t  peop le  came f rom fo r ty  to  s ix ty  n i les
away to congratulate them on their art istry. After
much pnayer ,  the  c i t i zens  agneed to  send a  de legat ion
of four persons to Montreal headed by Father Vachon.
They arr ived jn Montreal at the beginning of January
1907,  They  sa id  the  s js te rs  had saved twenty -e igh t
pa t ien ts  f rom cer ta in  death .  B ishop Langev in  sup-
ported the r"equest although he said he would not
press  fo r  Saskatoon s ince  he  a l ready  had in  mind  to
have a  hosp i ta l  a t  Reg ina .  He was very  surpr ised
when the  dec is ion  as  taken to  accept  bo th  inv i ta t ions
s jnce  communi ty  po l i cy  favoured hav ing  miss ions  c lose
enough to each other so that help could be extended
eas i l y  in  case  o f  needs .

0n  the  19  o f  January ,  S is te r  Ma i l loux ,  ass is -
tan t  genera l ,  le f t  Mont rea l  w i th  S is te r  B lake ly  who
wou ld  jo in  S is te rs  Phaneuf  and Guay,  a l ready  a t
Saskatoon.  A t  S t .  Bon i face  they  p icked up  S is te r  S t -
Dos i thee,  the  super io r -des ignate ,  and i t  was  expec ted
they would reach the end of their journey in a few
days. However, the weather that year was fr ightful
and temperatures go' ing down to f i f ty-four degrees
be low zero  ( fa renhe i t ) ,  An  eng ine  broke down and
refused to budoe. Two freioht trains col I  ided
produc ing  f i re  ih ich  spread t6  cars  on  the  o ther
l ine ,  thus  imped ing  the  t ra in  wh ich  the  s is te rs  had
taken.  in  shor t ,  a  t r ip  tha t  wou ld  normal ly  take  ten
hours  took  f i ve  days  and s ix  n igh ts .

Dr " .  l , l i l l oughby o f fe red  h is  fa rmhouse a t  P lea-
sant  H i l l ;  i t  was  expanded on  a  tenporary  bas is  to
prov ide  a  pav i l ion  fo r  fo r ty - f i ve  s ick  persons .  The
hosp i ta l  was  ca l led  St .  Pau l ' s  and in  two months
there were one hundred sixteen patients. They were
cons idered as  persons  sent  by  Prov idence.  Severa i ,
a f te r  be ing  cured ,  fo rgo t  to  pay  the i r  b i l1s .

The sisters suffered much from cold on account
of a shortage of coal; one of the nurses caught a
djsease, but things general ly v'rent on wel l  and by the
end o f  1907 i t  was  fe l t  tha t  the  work  wou ld  sur -
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v  i ve  .27

As fo r  the  hosp i ta l  p lanned fo r  Reg ina ,  the  new
capital of Saskatchewan named after Queen Victorja,
i t  was  dec ided to  ins ta l l  the  s is te rs  fo r  the  t ine
be ing  in  the  fo rmer  rec to ry  o f  the  Ob la tes  wh i le
renovat ing  a  bu i ld ing  wh ich  had been serv ing  as  a
cnurcn .

The popu la t ion  o f  the  c i ty  had been increased
to three thousand f ive hundred people of whom three
hundred were Gernan Cathol ics, Father Suffa, the
par ish  pr ies t ,  had jus t  bu i l t  a  new church  in  wh ich
was sung a Te Deum in thank5giving for the news of
the  coming o f  the  Grey  Nuns,28

Sis te r  Duf f in  who had had no th ing  bu t  success
in her work as a foundress of the Kenora school and
the  St .  Joseph orphanage in  Winn ipeg!  was  now named
super io r  fo r  Reg ina  and amived in  company w i th
Sister"s St-Cyr, Daoust, Wagner and Lechasseur. They
took  over  the  o ld  p r ies ts '  house on  May 23 ,  1907.
Soon thereafter they had a piece of good luck. Dr'
Johnstone put up for sale the sanatorium he had been
opera t ing  fo r  severa l  years ,  The s is te rs  acqu i red
not  on ly  the  bu i ld ing  bu t  a lso  the  pa t ien ts .  0n  June
26, Father Suffa celebrated the f irst Mass at this
asyiurn which he dedicated, in secret, to Our Lady
Queen of Heaven: A school of nursing was opened at
the  same t ime.zY

I t  was  no t  easy  to  es tab l i sh  a  Grey  Nuns
ins t i tu t ion  in  a  mi I ieu  where  Catho l i cs  were  a
minor i ty .  Soon d i f f i cu l t ies  began to  ge t  in  the  way
and to  th rea ten  the  v iab i l i t y  o f  the  hosp i ta l .  One
doctor, the f irst surgeon in the area, was opposed to
having s^i^sters and made a cornplaint to the city
counc i l , ru  For tunate lv  there  were  a lso  f r iends .  One
woman came to the resiue of the sisters with f inan-
c ia l  a id ;  another ,  see ing  the  s is te rs  to rmented by
mosqu i toes  "as  b ig  as  b i rds , "  p rov ided mosqu i t !  ne ts
desp i te  the  tac i t  d isapprova l  o f  her  husband. "

P lagues o f  mosqu i toes  gave p lace  to  co ld ;  coa l
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was ra re  and expens ive .  S is te r  Daoust  had to  have a
thumb amputa ted  as  a  resu l t  o f  jn fec t ion .  To  top
every th ing  o f f ,  an  ep idemic  b roke ou t  bu t  th is  i s
what  rea11y  saved the  pro jec t  s ince ,  a t  Reg ina  as
e lsewhere ,  the  nurses  d id  no t  fear  the  r i sk  o f
contag jon .  The c i ty  counc i l  ended up  by  donat ing
$1,000 in  recogn i t ion  o f  the  serv ices  renderg{  by  the
young ins t i tu t jon  under  adverse  cond i t ions .  JZ

Cold  d id  no t  re lax  i t s  g r ip .  A t  Lebre t ,  in  the
house wh ich  was rebu i l t  a f te r  the  f i re  bu t  w i th
la rger  d imens ions ,  there  were  now th ree  w ings .  I t
was necessary to use straw to !^eep the f ire burning,
and tha t  las ted  severa l  davs . r r  A t  For t  F rances  i t
was  waten  tha t  was  lack ing ;  the  p ipes  were^ too  shor t
and water  had to  be  car r " ied  by  the  bar re l , r r  A t  S t .
Norber t .  wood had to  be  used as  fue l ,  The fac t  tha t
the ground was now frozen several feet deep was a
source of hope for a good harvest next year since i t
was  then be l jeved tha t  the  ear ly  f reez ing  o f  the
ground was one^_of the secrets of the fert i l i ty of
l4an i toba  so i l . r r

The summer which evervone looked forward to had
i ts  own ev i l .  A  te r r ib le  s io rm beat  down on Winn ipeg
and i t s  env i rons ,  no tab ly  S t .  Norber t ,  on  the  even ing
of August 10, Houses were torn from their foun-
dat ions  and camied as  fa r  as  four  hundred fee t .  I t
was sajd that, during the storm "everyone recovered
h is  fa i th .  "

0n 0ctober 4, 1908 the new cathedral was
consecra ted .  S t .  Bon i face  now had a  popu la t ion  o f
seven thousand o f  whom f ive  thousand were  Catho l i cs .
0n  l t lay  I  the  " town"  o f  S t .  Bon i face  became o f f i c ia i l y
a  "c i t y . "  i n  th i s  s t rongho)d  o f  Ca tho l i c i sm in  the
l, lest, there gathered for the celebration thirteen
b ishops  and archb ishops ,  about  one hundred pr ies t  and
an irnpressive crowd which included many Protestants.
Archb ishop Langev in  p res ided w i th  the  ass is tance o f
Fathers  Dandurand and Lacombe,  bo th  va l ian t  ve terans
of the apostolate. During the afternoon there was a
process ion  wh ich  r i va l led  tha t  o f  the  300th  ann iver -
sary of the founding of Quebec and even that of the
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euchar is t  i c  congress  a t  Lourdes .36

Amono the oriests there walked one who needed
two canes.  Th is  was Father  Go i f fon ,  who had escaped
from the f ire of the twin-turreted cathedral in
1860,38  The aged inva l jd  encountered  h i5  o1 . {  ac-
qua in tances ,  in  par t i cu la r  S is te r  S te-Therese, 'o  h is
o ld  nurse  and S is te rs  F ise t te ,  Laurent  and Roya l
s t i l l  work ing .  They  had a l l  been w i tnesses  o f  the
fire forty-eight years ago. I t  was recal led how
Mother  Va lade,  look ing  ou t  on  the  f i re ,  had exqressed
the  w ish  tha t  God had taken her  l i fe  ins tead. "  And
it was remembered how Bishop Tache had knelt in the
ru ins  accept ing  the  unsearchab le  ways  o f  Prov idence '

Fa ther  Go i f fon ,  l i ke  a l l  the  o thers ,  marve l led
at  the  rnagn i f  i cen t  sky l ine  o f  S t .  Bon i face  today ,
w i th  the  impress ive  St .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l  f lanked by
St .  Roch,  Hbsp ice  Tach6 ad jacent  to  the  humble  wh i te
house where  prac t ica l  l y  every th ing  began.  Th is
l i t t le white house was the centre of fourteen nis-
sions of the Grey Nuns spread out over three provin-
ces  o f  the  Don in ion  o f  Canada.

* * *

Before  the  demol i t ion  o f  the  o ld  ca thedra l  had
been completed, thev exhuned.t-he remains of Bishops
i rovench i r ,  ra in6  ana Faraud40 and o f  the  pr ies t i ,
Fa ther  Darveau and the  0b la tes ,  T isso t  and Maison-
neuve, The body of Archbishop Tach6 was found intact
and the Grey Nuns were asked to replace the vest-
ments .  The t rans la t ion  o f  the  remains  o f  the  venera-
b1e apos t les  took  p lace  June 23 ,  1909 in  the  presence
of  Ar 'chb jshop Langev in ,  many c le rgy-  and s is te rs  w i th
the  super io r  genera ' l  in  the  1ead,* r  and a  b ig  c rowd
of the faithful.  There were always large crowds at
such re l ig ious  serv ices  because the  fa i th  in  Man i toba
was deep as was evidenced also by the large numbers
o f  vocat ions .  The vocat ions  re f lec ted  the  e thn ic
compos i t ion  o f  the  peop le .  A t  the  Grey  Nuns '  nov i t i -
ate there were at one t ine f ive French-Canad i  ans , two
Hungar ians ,  a  Be lg ium and a  Po le ,  wh i le  the  th i r ty -
three students at the Minor Seminary consisted of
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n jne teen French -Canad i  ans  ,  e igh t  Ga l ic ians ,  two
Germans a1d one each from France, Switzerland and
Be lg  i  um.42

The years that pass are enl ightened by the
prospec t  o f  the  fu tu re .  S is te r  Roya1,  a f te r  f i f t y -
eight years of generous service in the province of
Manitoba, returned to Montreal mother house in 1909
whj le  S is te r  F ise t te  ce lebra ted  her  d iamond jub i lee ;
Father  Lacornbe 's  60 th  ann iversary  as  a  p r ies t  co in -
c jded w i th  the  go lden jub i lee  o f  the  convent  o f  S t .
Albert.  There on Seotember 8 Father Leduc reviewed
the grand career of the one who always preferred to
ca l l  h imse l f  " the  Aoost le  o f  the  B lack fee t . "  Fa ther
Lewis praised the work of the three Grey Nuns who
ar r ived  a t  Lake Sa in te -Anne in  1859.  A f te r  des-
c r ib ing  the  many f lour ish ing  communi t ies  in  A lber ta ,
the  ora tor  sa id :  "They  have no t ,  l i ke  the  workers  o f
the  f j rs t  hour ,  had to  work  jn  the  f ie lds ,  cu t  bar ley
wj th  a  s ick le ,  sp in  and weave,  su f fe r  hunger  and
co ld ,  bu t  they  wou id  have done a l l  these th ings  i f
cond i t ions  requ i red  them.  The i r  devot ion ,  the i r
zea1,  among a l  I  these congregat ions  fo l low the
example of that which we adrnire in the npst heroic
amoni; our" dear Grey Sisters of Charity. "a3

The "dear  Grey  S is te rs"  had f ina l l y  t r iumphed
over  the  oppos i t ion  to  the i r  hosp i ta l  in  Reg ina .  The
taxpayers were faced with a choice of seeing the
s is te rs  go  or  o f  p rov id ing  land fo r  them.  They  chose
the  la t te r  oDt ion  even thouoh the  counc i l lo rs  were  in
major i t y  Pro tes tan t .  The s is te rs  under took  to  bu i id
a  hosp i ta l  v^ r i th jn  two years .  S is te r  Duf f in  p rov ided
exce l len t  leadersh io  and the  hoso i ta l  es tab l i shed a
f ine  reputa t ion .  The foundress  gave her  p lace  f9
S js te r  t jandurand who was to  comple fe  the  bu i '1d ing .a4
The new suoerior had not lono to l ive for she died of
a stroke janrary 4, 1910 afler having developed the
p lans  w i th  the  arch i tec ts .  S is te r  Page succeeded
her ,  Whi le  a l l  th is  work  was go ing  on  in  Reg ina ,
S is te r  Desp ins ,  the  prov inc ia l ,  se t  to  work  to
rea l i ze  a  long-pro jec ted  p lan ,  the  es tab l i shment  o f
a  new orov inc ia l  house.
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Sunday,  August  7 ,  Archb ishop Langev in  went  to
p lace  the  corners tone bear ing  the  inscr ip t ion :
"Prov inc ia l  House ,  A .D.  1910 . "  In  i t  were  p laced
re l i cs ,  ho ly  p ic tu res ,  newspapers ,  co ins ,  s ta t i s t i cs
o f  the  s is te rs  and the i r  works .  The ho le  was sea led
with the sarne l i t t le trowel th-at had been used in
s imi  la r  c i rcumstances  in  1846.4r

In  the  anna ls  o f  a l l  the  Canad ian  congregat ions
there  is  ment ion  o f  an  ou ts tand ing  event  in  1910,  the
ho ld ing  o f  the  Euchar is t i c  Congress  a t  Mont rea l .
Archb i ihop Langev in  was anx ious  fo r  5 t .  Bon i face  to
take  i t s  fu l l  oar t  and au thor ized  a  co l lec t ion  in  h is
d iocese wh ich 's ince  1895 had grown f rom twenty -n ine
thousand to one hundred thirty-three thousand Catho-
l i cs .  The nurnber  o f  communi t ies .  g f  re l ig ious  had
gone up  f ron  seven to  twenty - f i ve .ao  An o f fe r ing  o f
$SOO *as  sent  to  the  org in izers .  A  car load o f
sheaves of the f inest wheat of Manitoba was sent down
to ornarnent the immense arc of tr iunph which was
bu i l t .  The f ines t  wheat  was a lso  used fo r  the  hos ts
which would be distr. i luted to the parishes and
re l  i  g ious  conf lun i t ies .4 /

An irnportant delegation of one hundred f i f ty
people when down fron Manitoba to represent the
people of this province. Several stayed at the
Montreai mother house in the department set aside for
e lder ly  s js te rs  recent ly  amanged by  Mother  F i l ia -
t rau l t  who herse l f  d ied  June 11 .

Fo ' l  low ing  the  grea t  feas t  a t  Mont rea l ,  Card ina l
V incent  Vanute l l i ,  the  Papa l  lega te ,  expressed a
des j re  to  v is i t  the  West  where  he  ar r i ved  September
18 to be greeted at the stat ion by the Archbishop and
by Pr ime Mjn is te r  Rob l in .  There  was a  parade o f  one
hundred f i f t v -seven veh ic les  led  bv  a  red  au tomobi le ,
A f te r  a  v is i t  w i th  the  S is te rq  ̂o f  M iser icord ia ,  the
procession crossed the bridge+o and made i ts entry
in to  the  th i rd  ca thedra l  o f  S t .  Bon i face .  Archb ishop
Langev in  surpassed h imse l f  in  e loquence.  "Th is  i s
the f irst t i rne that a Cardinal has set foot on
Manitoba soi l ,  Our autumn has put on i ts most
colourful clothing to welcome you to St. Boniface,



206

the  c i tade l  o f  the  Catho  l i c  fa i th  in  th is  vas t
country. "

The eminent  v is i to r  b lessed the  foundat ion
s tone o f  the  minor  seminary  be ing  bu i l t  near  the
cathedra l .  He then went  to  the  l i t t le  wh i te  house
and ce lebra ted  Mass  in . the  t iny  chape l .  Touch ing  the
ce j l i ng  w i th  h is  hand ,ae  the  t ; l l  p i "e la te  sa id  h6  was
happy to have been able to offer. Mass " in the most
anc ien t  temple  o f  the  Hest .  "  He v is i ted  the  in f i r -
mary and werit  to Hospice Tach6 where the orphans sang
the national anthem. The Cardinal r{as heard to say
to a misl ionary, "That hynn is the f inest I  have ever
heard .  "JU The Card ina l  a lso  v is i ted  the  hoso i ta l  and
the  Ruther  i  an  church .51

Th is  was very  much a  year  o f  v is i t ing  d ig -
n i ta r ies ,  In  0c tober  Mr .  Gar r iguet ,  super io r  genera l
o f  S t ,  Su lp ice ,  came as  we l l  as  Mr ,  Her tzoq,  the
pos tu la to r  

'o f  
ihe  Cause o f  Mere  d 'Youv i l le . " '  the

la t te r ,  l i ke  so  rnany  o thers ,  spoke o f  " th is  reg ion
be ing  fu l l  o f  hope.  Wi th  i t s  r i ches  and fe r t i l i t y ,
this country promises to become one of_lhe f inest and
most  f lour i lh ing  in  the  who le  wor ld .  "s2

But the t ime of test inq was far from over for
th js  count ry .  0n  December  7  ihe  sawmi l l ,  nex t  to  S t .
Roch Hosp i ta l ,  caught  on  f i re  and i t  was  necessary  to
evacuate the patients. The sick were transported by
ambulance to the "yel low house" which had been put to
so  many uses .  The s is te rs  went  in to  the  ne ighbour -
hood of the f lames and placed pjctures of Mother
d 'Youv i l l e  on  a l1  the  bu i ld ings .  Soon  a l l  danger  had
passed and a t  about  10  o 'c lock  the  pa t ien ts  cou ld  be
brought back. The nurses hoped the_r1e would be no
unhappy a f te r  e f fec ts  among the  i11 , ) r

The "ye l  low house"  re lapsed in to  anonymi ty
a f te r  th is  hour  o f  91ory .  The ques t ion  was debated
whether i t  should come down oiven that the new
prov inc ia l  house wou ld  cons t i tu ie  an  ensemble  w i th
the Tache orphanage, The new bui lding took the form
of a Latin cross with four stories surmounted bv a
large dome which gave the whole an inpressive char-ac-
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ter ,

Hencefor th  th is  bu i  ld ing  wou ld  house the
members  o f  the  prov inc ia l  admin is t ra t ion ,  the  in f i r -
mary  o f  the  s is te rs ,  the  ac t jve  s is te rs  and the
orDhans,  The o f f i c ia l  open ing  took  p)aced September
14;  the  ac tua l  possess jon  was taken October  4  when
th6 sick and agid made their entrance. As for the
dear  o ld  wh i te  house,  i t  was  se t  as ide  fo r  aged
Dersons .  Th is  house,  once the  marve l  o f  the  West  0n
; ; ; ; ; ; i 'o t" l l t  * lnJ. j * i  t ia .  up of  srnal l  squares,54
had been a witness to the heroisn of the pioneers.
It  was ful l  of precious mementoes and i t  was with
reoret that the sisters left  i t .  $gme of the old
s i i te rs  had l i ved  s ix ty  years  in  i t ' ) )  I t  was  g iven
the  name o f  Youv i l le  Hosp ice  and soon,  w i th  an
expand inq  oopu la t ion ,  i t  became too  smal l .  In  tha t
vehr .  t s t i ,  the  newspapers  repor ted  tha t  3 ,000
Frenih-Canadians had corne from Quebec, many of them
v ia  the  U .S .Ar r  to  es tab l i sh  themse lves  in  th i s  a rea
tu  o t  noDe.  - -

At the end of this vear the area experienced an
outbreak of scarlet fev6r. This disease affected
thirty-f ive orphans of whom three died. Some of the
sisteis and eniployees were also struck by i t .  St.
Roch was besieged i , , , i th patients and i t  was once again
necessary to renew the courage-which -had been.shown
in 1847 by those who "went gai ly to face the typhus
ep idemic , i  The sp i r i t  o f  fe ivour  had.no t  g rown.  co ld
ahd the  s is te rs '  went  ca lmly  to -  the  s ick  beds .
S is te rs  Phaneuf ,  ! ! .  P lac ide ,  Pare  and Brabant  were
in  the  fo re f ron t .  )  /

A t  the  beg inn ing  o f  a  le t te r  to  Mother  P iche,
S is te r  Provencher  wro te :  " l  have jus t  p laced our
overcharged hear ts  in  your  care '  "  Duq ing  Apr i l  1912
it was po-ssible to tal l i  to Mother Piche in person for
she stopped on her way to the Far North, the f irst
suoerioi oeneral to undertake such a journey.
Evbrvthinq-was . jovful now that the epidemic was but
a  ne f to rv . -  In  a  l6w days ,  Apr i l  23 ,  there  took  p lace
the  f i r ; t  p ro fess ion  in  the  new house w i th  i t s  chape l
as  la rge  as  a  par ish  church  and beaut i fu l l y  deco-
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ra ted .  There  S is te r  0 l i v ie r ,  S is te r  Po l iqu in  and
Sister Pulvernracher prorqi^sed to serve Jesus Christ in
the  person o f  the  poor . ) "

Dur ino  the i r  nov i t ia te  thev  had been in i t ia ted
in to  the  so i r i t  o f  the  Grev  Nuns and to  the  t rad i -
t j ons  o f  h6sp i ta l i t y  in  thd  p rov inc ia l  house .5e  In
June,  four  S is te rs  o f  Char i ty  o f  Evron  had been
recejved on their way to Alberta where they already
had th ree  houses .  And in  Ju ly ,  the  26  to  be  prec ise ,
seven Montreal Carrnel i tes becane the guests of the
Grey  Nuns,  The year  p rev ious ly ,  hosp i ta l i t y  had been
extended to Mother Raohael-de-la-Providence and her
conpanions who cane to confer with the Archbishop.
The bu l le t in  no ted ,  "We have reserved in  the  wh i te
house a  l i t t le  oas is  where  thev  cou ld  observe  the
ru le  o f  Carmel ,  "60  In  Mont rea i ,  S is te rs  Roya l  and
Desnoyers had taken them to the stat ion assuriqq then
they  wou ld  a lways  be  we lcome a t  5 t .  Bon i face .6 l

A few weeks later i t  was the turn of the Grey
Nuns to  be  rece ived t r iumpha l ly  in  the  v i l lage  o f  La
Broquer ie ,  es tab l  j shed in  1884 and no  doubt  ca l led
tha i  in  honour  o f  Archb ishoo Tach6 's  no ther .  Th is
new miss ion  had been inaugur l ted  the  pr io r  August  15
wi th  the  ar r i va l  o f  S is te rs  Dupu is ,  Maur ice  and St -
Joach jm 1ed by  Mother  Desp ins .  The who le  par ish
fol lowed Father A. Giroux who accomoanied the sisters
to the church where the be11s rahg out and to an
of f i c ia l  receot ion  o f  the  k ind  usua l lv  reserved fo r
grea t  d ign i ta r ies .

The sisters stayed f irst at the rectory. By
September they had 50 pupils which increased to
sixty-eight by October. The sisters were cranped.
One s ing le  room served as  dor rn i to ry ,  d in ing  roon and
recneation room. The kitchen could not have more
than one Derson near the stove at the sane t ime. The
chape l  was  on ly  s ix  fee t  by  twe lve .  But  success  was
attained. At the end of the f irst school year the
trustees gave a vote of thanks to the sisters for the
br i l l i an !  examinat ions  and grea t  p rogress  made by  the
pup i I s .62
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The s is te rs  d id  no t  cu l t i va te  sou ls  on1y .
Since 1909 they had obtained a farrn which was leased
to  a  sharecrop ie r .  I t  was  ca l led  the  "se igneur ie  du
Mani toba,  "  j t i s t  as  i f  i t  cou ld  be  compared to . the
se iqneur ie  o f  Chateauguav,  wh ich  Mother  d 'Youv i l le
had-  le f t  to  the  o rdeF,  

-  
O f f i c ia l l y  i t  was  ca l led

Youv i  l le  Farm in  honour  o f  a  be loved Foundress ,
Mother and Model for the Grey Nuns, as described by
Father  C lement  S taub,  A5sumpt ionn ls t ,  !q  h is  recent ly
oub l ished pamphle t ,  " t ' te re  b t  Mode le . "b3  A bu i ld ing
was o laced on ' the  fa rm and ded ica ted  May 18 ,  1913 in
the  

'p resence 
o f  Archb ishop Laqgev in  and Father

Be l iveau,  h is  fu tu re  aux i l ia ry .oa  I t  was  to  be
devoted to sick sisters in convalescence arld would
a lso  ac t  as  a  re t rea t  house fo r  the  s is te rs .o r

0n May 21, there was much joy at the- arr ival of
a new provincial superior from Montreal. Mother
Dugas was returning 

' to 
the province where she- had

se ived many years ,  par t i cu la r ly  a t  the  hosp i ta l '
When she le f t - in  1902 there  were  126 s is te rs  work ing
in  th i r teen n iss jons .  Now there  were  175 s is te rs ,
w i th  th i r ty - f i ve  aux i l ia r ies ,  in  s ix teen houses .  An
authentic Grey Nun, Mother Dugas admired-the Progress
of the works- and, foi lowing the example of Mother
d 'Youv i l le ,  p ra ised God fo r  us ing  the  Grey  Nuns " to
do sone I i t t le good. "
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1  C i rc .  rnens . ,  1906-08,  p .  15 .

2  M i tche l l ,  E . ,  L 'Essor  apos to l ique ,  p .  191 .
Ga l ic ia  in  1819 was a  prov ince  o f  the  Aus t r ian
empi re  and today  i t  i s  d iv ided be tween Po land
and the  Sov ie t  un ion .

3  C i rc .  mens . ,  1904-06 ,  p .949 .

4  Jean ,  Sr .  M.  ,  op .c j t .  ,  p .  155 .  Archb ishop
Langevin argued that a local Normal School was
necessary  because a  teach ing  cer t i f i ca te  was
requ i red  o f  a l l  wou ld-be  teachers .  The Grey
Nuns submitted themselves to these re-
qu i renents .  S is te r  M. -A.  Beaupr6  ob ta ined the
highest percentage of marks at the examinations
in 1907, Her name appeared at the head of a
l i s t  o f  names in  the  Winn ipeg Free Press .
C i rc .  mens . ,  1906-08 ,  p .401 .

s Th" Daughters of the Cross were replaced by the
s is te rs  o f  the  Ho ly  Fami ly  in  1912.

6  "Les  C loches  de  S t .  Bon . " ,  a  b i -month ly  pub l i -
ca t ion ,  was  s ta r ted  by  Mgr  Langev in  in  1902.
The same year ,  the  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty  o f  S t .
Bon i face  was founded.

7  They  re tu rned in  1911.  Cond i t ions  a t  I le - i - la -
Crosse were deteriorat ing. A safer place at
Lac  La  P longe was chosen to  bu i ld  the  new
board ing  schoo i .  The canon ica l  p rov ince  o f  S t .
A lber t  i s  resoons ib le  fo r  th is  ins t i tu t ion .

8 Letter dated Sth and 6th of January, 1904.

e  S. .  Roy  to  the  mother  house,  Apr i l  25 ,  1904.

10  Sta t is t i cs  pub l i shed by  the  "Man i toba" .

l l "  C i rc .  mens . ,  1907-08 ,  p .
be  conc luded in  1907.

rz  rb id . ,  r904-06 ,  p .  434 .

118.  The work  wou ld

Mother Hamel on her
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visi t  to the l ,r |est had presented her respects to
Mgr  R i tcho t .

Sr .  Dudena ine  to  the  mother  house,  June 20 ,
1905 .

In  1904 ,  Sr .  Gu ichon ,  op .c i t . ,  p ,32 ,

Sr .  M.  de  la  Pr6senta t ion  to  the  mother  house.
Nov .  26 .  1905 .

Champagne A. Les La Verendrye et le Poste de
1 '0ues t ,  p ,  125 .

A document concerning La Verendrye reports that
the renains of La Verendrve had been trans-
por ted  to  the  For t  wh ich  

-was 
now in  ru ins .

Bern ie r ,  A . ,  op ,c i t .  ,  pp .  26 -27 ,

In  1908,  some eminent  researchers ,  Archb ishop
Langev in ,  Jus t i ce  Prud 'homme,  Fa ther  86 l i veau ,
two Jesu i t  fa thers  and th ree  Jesu i t  b ro thers
found the bones of the martyrs.

ASGM documents pertaining to
Schoo1 ,  For t  Frances.

Ste-Marguer i  te

The s js te rs  o f  5 t .  Joseph cont inued the  work  in
Minneapo l i s .

Le t te r  da ted  Ju ly  3 ,  1906.

Chron ic les ,  p rov inc ia l  house ,  S t .  Bon .

Deta i l s  f rom a  repor t  pub l i shed in  the  news-
paper  and recorded in  the  St ,  Bon i face  chron i -
c les .

She d jed  on  Oct .  7 ,  1904 in  her  75 th  year .

Sr .  Cusson passed away on  June 20 ,  1906 jn  her
85th year.

Sr. Curran from 0ttawa had been "loaned" to St.
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Boni face  in  1853.  Re in tegra ted  to  the  Mont rea l
group of Grey Nuns, she died at the mother
house on  February  25 ,  1906.

The work prospered and soon comprised a School
o f  Nurs ing ,  A t  the  end o f  1907,  the  hosp i ta l
was  p laced under  the  ju r isd ic t ion  o f  the  St .
A lber t  Prov ince .  C i rc .  mens. ,  1906-08,  pp .
426-?7 .

Ib id . ,  p .  316 .

The f i rs t  g raduat ion  took  p lace  in  1909.

The doctor later admitted having been won over
by the charity of the Grey Nurses. He became
the s is te rs '  p ro tec tor .  "These wonen,  I  sa id
to rnyseif ,  are stronger than I am; I wi l l
there fore  jo in  thern ,  S ince  I  took  tha t  dec i -
s ion ,  I  have spent  the  happ ies t  days  o f  my
l i fe . "  C j rc .  mens . ,1922-1923 ,  pp .  319-320 .

ib id . ,  1906-08 ,  p .  320 .

Mr .  J .K .  Hunter  to  Sr .  Duf f in ,  Apr i l  22 ,  1908.

C i rc ,  mens . ,  1906-08 ,  p .  221 .

Ib id . ,  p .  222 .

Ib id . ,  p .  320 .

Ib id . ,  p .  744.  In  1908,  Quebec ce lebra ted  the
3rd  centenary  o f  i t s  foundat ion .

Ar t i c le  pub l i shed  in  "Le  Devo j r " ,  Feb .  5 ,  1935 .

Sr. Ste-Therese had ret ired in the inf irrnary
and assumed the  ro le  o f  anna l is t .

One renembers that 5r. Valade had to be buried
temporar i l y  under  the  ru ins  o f  the  ca thedra l .

B ishop Faraud d ied  in  S t .  Bon i face  on  Sept .  26 ,
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1890.

Mother Fi I  iatrault  who, in 1907 , replaced
Mother Hamel at the General Chapter.

Sern inary  opened on  Sept ,  1s t ,  1909.  Mor ice ,
H is t .  de  I ' rg .  Ca t t r . ,  Vo ' l  .  4 ,  p .  66 .  The
s ta t i s t j cs  a re  taken  f ron  C i rc '  mens ' ,  1909-11 ,
p .  22 I  and f rom Mor ice ,  "Mgr  Langev in"  ,  p .  252.

C i rc .  mens . ,  1909-11 ,  pp .  272-76 .  In  1909 ,
Eishoo Pascal asked for the return of the Grey
Nuns to  I le -a - la -Crosse.  H is  reques t  was
granted  in  1911 .

Ib id . ,  p .  181 .

Le t te r  f rom Sr .  M. -A.  Beaupre ,  August  1910.

Chron ic les ,  p rov  i  nc ia l  house .

These hosts were made by the sister"s in Mon-
trea l

0n September 22, the Broadway bridge was re-
named Provencher br i  dge.

The Card jna l  must  have been a  very  ta l l  man
because Archb ishop Provencher ,  s tand ing  6  f t ,
4  in ,  ta l l ,  had  o f ten  c rossed th is  th resho ld .

Chron ic les ,  p rov inc ia l  house.

Mor ice ,  "V ie  de  Mgr  Langev in" ,  p .  270.  T l 'e
Card ina l ' s  v j s i t  ce r ta in ly  he lped  to  has ten  the
crea t ion  o f  new d ioceses  in  the  West ,  those 0 t
Reg ina  and the  Keewat in .  Mgr .  E .  Math ieu  was
named in Regina and Mgr 0. Charlebois became
v icar  aoos to l i c  o f  the  Keewat in '

Le t te r  to  Mother  P iche,  da ted  Nov.  5 ,  1910.

Chron ic les ,  p rov inc ia l  house.  S t .  Roch Hos-
p i ta l  spec ia l i zed  in  the  t rea tment  o f  con-
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gat  ious  d  i  seases .

s4  Tess ie r -B i ron ,  op .c i t .  ,  p .  2L4 .

55  Here  Sr .  F ise t te  and Sr .  Laurent  had ce lebra ted
the i r  d janond  jub i lee .

s6  Chron ic les ,  p rov inc ia l  house .

s7  Sr .  Provencher  to  Mother  P iche,  Dec .  13 ,  1911.

s8 0n Nov. 14, L912, the organ, a gif t  frorn the
mother  house,  and the  be l1 ,  bequeathed in  h is
w i l l  by  Mgr  R i tcho t ,  were  b lessed.  Le t te r  by
Sr .  Desp ins  to  Mother  P iche,  Dec ,  LB,  1912.

s9  Sr .  Archambau l t ,  D i rec to r  o f  Nov ices ,  who was
named superior vicar of St. Albert,  was re-
p  laced  by  Sr .  Da ignau1 t .

60  C jnc .  rnens . ,  1911-13 ,  p .  297 .

6 l  Chron ic les ,  p rov inc ia l  house .

62  C i rc .  mens . ,  1913-14 ,  pp .  167-168 .

63  Pub l ished in  1912.  The Cause o f  Fa ther  s tauD
is now introduced in Rome.

64 0n  June 14 ,  i t  was  announced tha t  Fa ther  B6 l i -
veau had been named aux i l ia ry  b ishop o f  S t .
Bon i face ,  He was consecra ted  Ju ly  25 .

65  Chron ic les ,  p rov inc ia l  house.  The land cornpr i -
s ing  Youv i l le  Farn  gradua l ly  became a  conner -
c ia l  a rea  and  was  so ld  in  1941 .
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CHAPTER TEt{ - 1914-1929

The new super io r  o f  the  prov ince ,  l i ke  a l l  the
o ther  s is te rs ,  hoped to  spread the  sp i r i t  o f  the i r
admi red  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  and espec ia l i y  to  see her
promoted to the rank of a recognized saint.

She sa id  to  Mother  P iche and Mother  War !  when
they went over to Rome to promote the Cause,'  "The
who le  p rov ince  is  so l id ly  in  suppor t  o f  your  mis -
s ion . "z  These two le f t  Mont rea l  fo r  Rone March  15 ,
1914 on  the  adv ice  o f  Archb ishop Bruches i .  They  were
the  f j rs t  Grey  Nuns ever  to  c ross  the  At lan t ic ;  on
the way back they stopped in to visi t  the homes of
the Breton recrujts. These recruits had beel espe-
c ia l l v  a t t rac ted  to  the  Far  Nor thern  miss ionsr  where
Sistei l , lard had spent twenty-f ive years. They also
stopped at London where the Faithful Conpanions of
Jesus, warmiy received by the Grey Nuns in former
t  j rnes  a t  Mont rea l ,  S t .  Bon j face  and St .  A lber t ,  now
felt  themselves honoured to be the hosts of the two
Grey  Nuns f rom fa r -o f f  Canada,a

L i fe  in  Canada,  espec ia l l y  in  the  West ,  d id  no t
lend i t se l f  we l i  to  pauses  fo r  re f lec t ion ,  bu t  i t  i s
good now and aga in  to  th ink  o f  the  t rave l le rs ,
represent ing  a l I  the  s is te rs  a t  the  foo t  o f  the
Sa in t )y  P ius  X, )  The count ry  had been ca l ied  the
hope of the future destined to be one of the f inest
and nos t  f lour ish ing  in  the  wor ld .  But  wh i le  Mother
General and Sister Ward were abroad, the country
found i t se l f  in  an  jnvo lun tary  recess ion .  "The war
in  the  Ba lkans  in te r ruo ted  Br i t i sh  inves tments  wh ich
had made poss ib le  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  ra i lways  and
ora in  e leva tors  and the  na ter ia l  necessarv  fo r  the
iound ing  o f  c i t i es  and  v i l1ages . "  More  ser ious  s t i l l
were  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  exoer ienced w i th  the  harves t
and the  expor ta t ion  o f  

'wheat ,  
the  nerve- roo t  o f

Man i toba prosper i ty .  The increases  in  the  f re igh t
rates, drought over two consecutive summers, al l  made
farming very  d i f f i cu l t  and cont r ibu ted  to  the  lower -
ino  in  the  or ice  o f  lands  bo th  in  the  count rv  and in
th6  c i t y .6
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War broke out on August 1, 1914 between Aus-
t r ia ,  uphe ld  by  Germany and Serb ia .  Europe was
engu l fed  jn  f i re  and b lood.  Eng land,  France and
Russ ia_  mob i l i zed  the i r  t roops  and made a  comnon
f ron t .T  The Canad ians  o f  Man i ioba,  to i  t t re  nos t  par t
descended f rom Br i t i sh  ances tors ,  were  unab le  to
remain  neut ra l  and they  adhered to  the  cause o f  the
Al l ies .d  I t  was  no t  so  s imp le  fo r  the  immigrants  who
had come from overseas since the birth of the twen-
t ie th  century .  There  fo l lowed rac ia l  tens jons  among
Be lg ians ,  Germans ,  F rench ,  Po l i sh ,  Hungar ians ,  and
Ukra in ians .  Many fami  l ies  expen ienced-hardsh ip  as
the bread-winners were summoned to the arnv or wenr
vo lun tar i l y  to  the  de fence o f  the i r  count ry .e

The f ie ld  o f  ac t ion  o f  the  Grey  Nuns expanded.
The hour had come for them to Drove lhe univeisal i tv
o f  the j r  char i ty  fo l low ing  t l ie  examp)e  o f  One wh6
a lways  cared  fo r  the  s ick ,  he lp ing  the  poor  w i thout
d is t inc t ion  o f  race ,  co lour  o r  c reed.

-Archb ishop Langev in ,  who admj red  espec ia l l y
th is  la rgeness  o f  v iew shown by  Mother  d ' ybuv i l l e ,
suggested  to  the  Grey  Nuns tha t  they  pub l ish  the  l i fe
o f  the i r  foundress  in  parnph le t  fo im so  i t  cou ld  be
eas i l y  d is t r ibu ted ,  t le  

' sa id ,  , 'Th is  wou ld  be  the
rea l  i za t ion  o f  one o f  my dreams. " l0  The Archb ishop
d id  no t  know i t  a t  the  

- t ime,  
bu t  th js  was h is  las l

reques t  o f  the  Grey  Nuns.  H is  v is i t  to  the  mother
house is  recorded as  tak ing  p lace  June 6 ,  1915.  0n ly
n ine  days  la te r ,  on  the  15 ,  a t  B :00  a .m.  he  d ied  a t
the  age o f  59  years  in  the  H6te l -D ieu  in  Mont rea l .
lhe news came to St. Boniface by telegraph and
s t imed up  grea t  cons terna t ion .  

-

A  f i rs t  funera l  serv ice  was he ld  a t  Mont rea l
p res ided over  by  f rchb ishop Bruches j  w i th  H is  Emi -
nence,  Card ina l  Beg in ,  w i th  s ix teen archb ishops  and
b ishops  in  a t tendance.  Archb ishop Bruches i  es to r ted
the  mor ta l  remains  o f  h is  co l leagL ie  and f r jend  to  Red
River where a large crowd gathered at the stat ion.
tne procession to the Cathedral took more than one
hour ;  the  j l l us t r ious  deceased was exoosed in  the
chape l  un t i l  Tuesday,  June ZZ when a  so ienn Mass  in
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the Ruthenian r i te preceded l ie requiem celebrated by
the  Archb ishop o f  Mont rea l  .  "

There was grief over the departure of .  this
champion of hurnari r ights and of th6 sovereignty of
eoO. '  He was sore ly  

-missed 
when shor t l y  a f te r  h is

death  another  ser ious  c r is is  a rose ,  a  c r is is  tha t
wou ld  have mob i l  i zed  the  energ ies  o f  the  t i re less
bat t le r .  A  1aw mak ing  schoo l  a t tendance conpu lsory
was we lcomed on a l l  s ides  bu t  th is  was no t  the  case
wi ih  a  law wh ich  a t  the  same t i rne  abo i ished d .e lon ina-
t jona l  schoo ls  and  b i ] i ngua l  j ns t ruc t jon . "  H is
successor ,  Archb ishop Be l  i veau,  became he l r  to  -a  very
d i f f i cu l t  s i tua t ion .  He  sa id :  "To  sow a t te r  a
Prouen-h" r ,  to  fo l low a  Tache,  to .second the  hero isn
of  a  Lanqev in ,  i s  indeed a  c rush ing  burden '  But
be tween Sat t ld  and d ishonour ,  there  is  on ly  one
. t '0 i . " , ^ tha t  o f  du ty ,  and I  w i I I  wa lk  in  the  pa th  o f
du ty .  "  t r

He met  the  cha l lenge by  c rea t ing  an  Assoc ia t jon
of  Educat ion  to  wh ich  he  en t rus ted  " the  deares t
in te r "es ts  o f  h is  compat r jo ts . "  Cons is t ing  o f  1ay
oeoo le  and o f  fa therd  o f  fami l ies ,  the  Assoc ia t jgn
[..f i 

' ."i ifrt '.na-toon-nJ.ut" 
i po*ertut inf luence'14

i t re t isk wis complicated for teachers of French'
r i iev fraO to resori to ingenious devices to naintain
t f re "s iuaV o f  the  re l ig ion  and o f  the  1a-nguage wh i le
conforrni irg to 1ega1 prescript ions. I t  ofteq happened
tha t  many over t ime hours  had to  be  spent . ' -

Th is  demand ing  s i tua t ion  came a t  a  t ine  when
there  were  many o ther  ca l l s  on  the  s is te rs '  S ince
iebruarv  1915, -  the  hosp i ta l ,  fo r tunate ly  expanded
uoa in  t "ne  vear  be fore ,  had to  cope w i th  the  so ld je rs
s i f fe r ing  i rom in f luenza.  The i r  number  soon counted
a I most 3-00. Soon the s i sters had to -dea I qi.th the
wounded so ld ie rs  re tu rn ing  f rom the  f ron t '1o  The
gt.y l trnt were happy to be able to nurse these f ine
men-who had the  cou iage to  r i sk  the i r  l i ves .  I t  was
Cal led  tha t  Mother  d ' iouv i l le  had opened the  doors  o f
her  hosp i ta l  to  the  so ld ie rs '  "Th js  i s  o1 l ! "  war
e f fo r t , ' i  they  wou ld  o f ten  say  to  Mother  Dugas ' '  who,
in i9r5, ret irned to the notl ier house to be replaced
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by  Mother  Page in  S t .  Bon i face .

According to the chronicles, the ,,war effort, ,
was  pursued e lsewhere  as  we l l ,  a t  the  mother  house
and a t  _Reg ina  wh ich  was f i l l ed  to  overcapac i ty .
S js te r  C le rmont ,  a  vo lun teer  who he lped the  hurses ,
descr ibed  Chr is tmas  o f  1916 :  ' ,A l l ' ou r  so id ie rs ,
Pro tes tan t  as  we l l  as  Catho l i c ,  a t tended Midn igh t
Mass  fo l lowed by  a  snack  and an  inprov ised concer t ,
There  poor  boys ,  whose age ranged f rom 17 to  25 ,  sa id
to  me,  'You know,  s is te r ,  i t  rnay  be  our  las t  Chr is t -
mas. '  0n  Chr is t rnas  day  a  d inner  was served on  tab les
decorated in green and red. One of the youngest,
overcome wi th  emot ion ,  ca l led  ou t :  'We w i l l  never
fo rge t  th is  d -ay . '  Joy  d id  away w i th  a l1  d i f fe rences ,
and S is ie r  C le rmont  ca l led  on  God to  b less  the  mea l
which was enjoyed by al l .  They al1 became accustomed
to the prayers of Sister Clernont and when, in the
rnorn ings  and even ings  she. f1e1t  down to  p rav ,  s i lence
was immediately obs-erved. 18

The d i f f i cu l t ies  i rnposed by  the  war ,  the  danger
o f  jn f luenza ( f r "om wh ich  seve ia l  s is te rs  bo th  

-a t

Mont rea l  and in  the  l les t  were  to  fa l l  v ic t ims)  were
by no. mean-s the only test aff l ict ing the comrnunity.
December  28 ,  1915 the  convent  o f  S t , -Franqo is -Xav i i : r
caught  on  f i re .  There  was no  loss  o f  l j fe  and a  oar t
of the fur"niture was able to be saved.19 Consti-uc-
t ion was proceeded with r ight awav and bv Novenber
1916 i t  was  poss ib le  to  en ter  in to - the  new house.20

. - 1916 produced many m.ixed emotions. Mother
P iche,  the  t i re less  I  i t t le  Mother  whose couraqe
astonished those who saw her at work. made h6r
o f f i c ia l  v is i t  o f  the  houses  o f  the  West .  Ar r i v inq
in Lebret September 23, she cane down three dayi
, la te r  w- i th  an  und. iagnosed i l lness .  I t  was  feared  she
nao ln t  luenza;  she appeared to  be  a t  death ,s  door ,
Archb ishop Be l iveau and Mother  paq6 rushed to  her
s ick  bed and Doctor  Hendr icks  came- f rom Reo ina .  He
declared i t  was a case of pneunonia. Two w6eks went
by before there was any sign of improvement. Sister
St- Jean -Bapt i  ste questioned whether the suoerior
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cou ld  cont jnue her  iourney .2 l  Mother  P iche,  fo r  her
part,  did not hesit i te. She went on to the dif ferent
bosts, an excel lent means of reassuring t-hose who
were worried about her health. Mother Piche was not
afraid to summon up heroism among her sisters; she
preached j t  by  her 'exanp1e.  Desp i te  the  uncer ta in -
t ies brought 5y war, she agreed to the foundation of
tr,ro new missio-ns in the Fir North of Canada, Forts
Smi th  and S impson,22  Mother  Genera l  wou ld  one day
say that she "becane a Grey Nun to be poor and go
through many d i f f i cu l t ies . "  Her  expec ta t ions  were  to
be rea l  i zed :  she  v is i ted  the  Nor thern  miss ions  tw ice
and encountered  then manv t r ia ls  and hardsh ips .  The
great  Mother  P iche,  de ;p i te  the  smal lness  o f  her
i tature, knew that ihe could count on the generosity
o f  her  sp i r i tua l  daughters  and she was no t  d isap-
Do i  nted .

Soecial heroism was needed to face the tests of
the nexi two years. 0n March 10, Sister Lafrance,
aged 29 ,  a  na t ive  o f  S t .  Bon i face  was the  f i rs t  to
succunb to  what  was ca l led  " the  Span ish  f lu . "  The
service of the poor became more and more demanding-as
even ch i ld ren  6 f  schoo l  age,  women and o ld  peop le ,
had to  par t i c ipa te  in  war  work .  S jnce  the  en t ry  o f
the United States in the war, arms were being made in
Canada.23

The tragedy that occurred at the mother house
on February 14, 1918 aff l icted not only the Grey Nuns
but  the  whb le  o f  Canada.  F i f t v - f i ve  bab ies  d ied  in
a  f i re  a t  la  c r6che wh i le  i i s te rs ,  hosp i ta l i zed
so ld ie rs  and f i re f igh lg rs ,  worked n i rac les  to  save
the innocent vict imi.2a i" lessages of sympathy frorn
the clergy f lowed to the mother house. Part icularly
touching was a letter from a } l innipeg conpany presi-
den t ,  Wi l l j a rn  Jenn inqs  0 'Ne i l ,  who  wro te  to  Mother
P ich6:  " I f  I  can  do  any th ing ,  p lease do  no t  hes i ta te
to  ca l l  on  ne , "  Mr .  O 'Ne i l  had seen the  s is te rs  o f
St. Boniface at work and had concluded that the women

"ei. lng 
the giey naui i  were wonthy of being he1ped.2s

And yet i t  was they who had to go to the help
o f  the  s ic l i  oeoo le  a f f l i c ted  w i th  in f luenza.  Bes ides
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those who were  taken care  o f  in  the  hoso i ta ls  a t
Montreal, many others were nursed by sixLeen sisters
who went to the homes of the infected.zo Mournful
pages were thus added to the history of the Grey Nuns
both in Montreal and at Red River. Sister Beaupre,
the secretary, wrote a sad sunmary: "The most
commonly used vocabulary in Novenber has been made up
of  the  words :  s ick ,  dy ing  and dead.  A t  S t .  Roch
Hosp i ta l ,  two s is te rs  a re  ser ious ly  i l l ;  a t  Reg ina ,
four  s is te rs ,  e igh teen nunses  and twe lve  employees
have been ou t  ou t  o f  ac t ion .  Fa ther  Suf fa  has  d ied
as  a  resu l t  o f  i t ,  and  h is  par ish  nourns  h im.  A t  S t ,
Joseph Orphanage in l l innipeg, one hundred and twenty
orphans and a l l  the  s is te rs ,  except  fo r  th ree ,  a re
pay ing  t r ibu te  to  in f luenza.  The th ree  who are  s t i l I
s tand ing  are  do ing  so  on ly  by  the i r  s t rength  o f  w i  l l .
We have had to send sisters to Kenora where fortv-
seven pup i ls  and a l l  bu t  one o f  our  s is te rs  we ie
sick. The schools at Lestock and at Lebret have not
escaped the  p lague.  A t  the  Prov inc ia l  House,  the
ev i l  has  la jd  low one hundred th i r ty - four  o rphans,
twenty -seven s js te rs ,  s ix teen nov ices  and four
pro teges .  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l  i s  so  fu l l  tha t
appea ls  have had to  be  made fo r  ou ts ide  he1p,  Th is
ca l l  has  been answered bv  s ix  s is te rs  o f  the  Ho lv
Farni 1y, two 0blates, two daughters of the Cross, tw6
Sis te rs  o f  Sa in t  Joseph and s ix  Jesu i t  scho las t ic
brothers, Four of the scholastics were themselves
soon brought down by the disease. The Jesuits
rep laced them r igh t  away.  Archb ishop Be l iveau has
searched throughout his diocese and has recruited
many persons  o f  good w i l1 .  Some ins t i tu t ions  have
deprived themselves of people they sorely need in
order  to  do  the i r  oar t .  The Archb ishoD we l l  mer i ts
the  pra ise  g iven by  B ishop Math ieu  who on  Ju ly  25  o f
this memorable vear 1918 wrote: "For twentv-f ive
years  Archb ishop-a61 iveau had found h is  happ in6ss  in
the  serv ice  o f  o thers ,  He cons iders  h imse l f  a  fa rmer
fo r  Chr is t .  He is  in te res ted  on lv  in  the  harves t  he
must  account  fo r  to  h is  Master , 'u27

The spec tac le  o f  congregat ions  and re l ig ious
jns t i tu tes  un i t ing  the i r  energ ies  to  f igh t  aga ins t
inf luenza was a subject of amazement for sone and of
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admi ra t ion  fo r  o thers .  I t  demanded a  heavy  pr ice .
S js te r  S t ,  Joseph o f  Ar imath ia ,  a  s is te r .o f . the-Ho1y
Fami lv ,  d ied  in  the  f i e ld  o f  ba t t le ,  a  v i c t im o f  the
i l lne is .  Added to  the  l i s t  o f  the  deceased Grey  Nuns
were four of them aged twenty-f ive to thirty-three.
Thev  were  S is te rs  Be l lavance,  S te-E1od ie ,  Dumont ie r
and- Tetrault .  These losses were hard to bear but
thev were not unexpected for i t  is the tradit ion of
the 'communi ty  to  e ie r t  i t se l f  espec ia l l y  in  t imes o f
eo idemics .  

-S ince  
1755 ,  Mother  d 'Youv i l l e  and  her

cbmpanions welconed those with pocknr-arked faces to
the i r  hosp i ta l  a t  Mont rea l  and care^{  fo r  the  Ind ians
under  the  ten t  a t  Sau l t  S t .  Lou is .zd

Kindred souls gathered to celebrate the centen-
n ia l  o f  B ishop Provencher 's  amiva l  to  the  Red R iver
se t t lement  re i lec ted  tha t :  "H is  was a  se l f less  sou l ,
o iven  to  sacr i f i ce  and ded ica t jon ;  a  man w i th  a
denerou= hear t ,  g iv ing  who l  l y  o f  h is  l i fe  fo r  o thers
i ;  h ; ; ; i .  ; i l ; i .6 .  o t i iu ious" to  h is  own needs. "2e

These  p ra ises  cou ld  l i kew ise  be  app l ied  in -
tegral ly to the Mother of the Grey Nuns and those who
wa 1k  under  her  banner .

The armis t i ce  pu t  an  end to  hos t i l i t i es  bu t  d id
not stamD out the plaque of inf luenza. Now the
convents in the country became aff l icted with i t .  At
St. Norbert twenty pup^i ls came down with i t ;  two of
thern  d id  no t  recover . 'u

At St. Boniface the scourge seemed to have been
overcone when Mother Page wrote to the Rector of the
co l leqe to  thank  h im fo r  the  he lp  he  had g iven the
Grey i luns. She offered prayqrs for the students who
had cont rac ted  the  d isease. "

"God tr irns the wjnd to the shorn 1arnb," says
the Droverb, This truth was recognized once more.
In f luenza had jus t  re laxed i t s  g r ip  when^ there  broke
out  on  May 16 ,  1919 a  genera l  s t r i ke . "  "A l I  the
pub l ic  se iv ice i  a re  tak ing  par t ;  no th ing  is  func
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t ion ing . "  Even though the  s t r i kers  had a  cer ta in
regard  fo r  the  hosp i ta l ,  the  s t r j ke  s t i l l  resu l ted  in
prob lens ,  some o f  them g iv ing  r i se  to  funny  so lu -
t ions .  One day  the  mj lk  ran  ou t  and the  cook  was
very upset. She went out on the street in search of
milk and behold, she came across a cow which was
attached to a wagon. After making a deal with the
dr iver ,  she  re tu rned to  the  hosp i ta i  w i th  mi lk  in
t ime to  serve  a  nea l  to  the  oa t ien ts .33

Sister Beaupre wrote, "We are hungry and
th i rs ty  fo r  le t te rs  f ro rn  Mont rea l ,  hav ing  iece ived
noth ing  fo r  th i r teen days .  "sc  0nce the  s t r i ke  was
over, i t  was a paper shortage at Montreal wl l i_ch made
i t  necessary  to  cu t  down on the  chron ic les . r )

But  a l l  was  no t  sadness  a t  S t .  Bon i face  and the
annaljst was able to record some cormunity joys.
There were eleven postulants, the largest qrlmber ever
to  come to  the  nov i t ia te  s ince  i t  beoan. ro  A  Win-
nipeg newspaper spoke highly of the c-onvent at Ste-
Anne-des-Chenes.  "The l i t t le  convent  does  honour  to
Catho l j c  es tab l i shments .  Twenty - th ree  pup i ls  took
the  examinat ion  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Educat ion ;
n ine teen passed w i th  honours  and four  w i th  sa t is fac-
t ion . "  The s is te r  teachers  a re  themse lves  pursu ino
s tud ies  under  the  Depar tment  to  upgrade the- i i  qua l i l
f i ca t ions  and have h 'ad  exce l len t  i -esu l ts . "38

And there were nany successes in the hospital
f ie ld .  The Schoo l  o f  Nurs inq  became a f f i l i a ted  w i th
the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Man i toba,  wt r i cn  permi t ted  d ip lomas
to be given in recognit ion of the competence of the
nurses. Sistet" V{agner, in charge of the school, was
par t  o f  the  Board  o f  Examiners .  In  June 1918,  a1  I
eleven candidates presented bv the school rvere
congra tu la ted  by  thb  au thor i t ids  concerned.3e  In
th is_ f ie ld ,  Grey  Nuns were  in  the  fo re f ron t .  Mother
P iche had recommended in  1916 tha t  the  nurses  shou ld
ho ld  meet ings  in  o rder  to  exchange the i r  exper ience
and knowiedge so as to assure the best formation ro
s tudents ,  Meet ings  were  he ld  in  Edmonton Ju ly  10-12 ,
1917 and were a great success. There were recommen-
dat ions  tha t  convent ions  shou ld  be  he ld  and tha t
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there  shou ld  be  un ivgqs i ty  courses  fo r  those in
charoe o f  the  schoo l  s .  * "

The qua l i t y  o f  care  o f fe red  by  the  hosp i ta ls
under the direct ion of the Grey Nuns gained them an
exce l len t  reouta t ion  wh ich  resu l ted  in  the  necess i ty
o f  en la rg ing  the i r  fac i l i t i es  nany  t imes.  S t .
Bon j face  Hosp i ta l  expanded severa l  t imes.  A t  the
younq hosp i td l  o f  Reg ina ,  i t  was  no ted  on  August  20 ,
is ts -  " th i t  the  need fo r  en la rg ing  the  p lace  is
increas inq .  I t  i s  sad  to  have to  tu rn  away pa t ien ts
o f  every -  k ind .  "41  Mother  A l  la i re ,  g lov inc ia l ,
b rouoht  ih is  work  to  a  qood conc lus ion .az  As  fo r
Mothir Pag6, who had to-face so nany dramatic no-
ments, she now had sone respite and even a few
g lor ious  hours  as  she ended her  mandate .  The go lden
jub i lee  o f  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l  rvas  ce lebra ted  in
s tv le .  The s js te rs  wanted  a  s jnp le  feas t  bu t  the
f r iends  o f  the  hosp j ta l ,  doc tors ,  nurses ,  personne l ,
lad jes  aux i l ia ry ,  wou ld  hear  lo th ing  o f  them.  The
ce lebra t ions  la i ted  two days .qr  Re l ig ious  serv ices
a l te rna ted  w i th  var ious  meet ings '  Author i ta t i ve
vo ices  pra ised the  f ine  ins t i tu t ion  and i t s  works '
The shebherd  o f  the  d jocese,  Archb ishop Be l iveau,
oroc ia imed the  qood wh ich  the  s is te rs  had done over
i  ha l f  cen tury  a i  the  hosp i ta l ,  work ing  in  obscur i ty ,
labour  and h i rdsh ip ,  per fo rming  the  o f f j ce  o f  the
Good Samarjtan toward the suffering nenbers of
human i ty. aa

The  d is t ingu ished  surgeon ,  Dr .  D .  Co l l i n ,  a f te r
reca l l ing  the  mehory  o f  the  I i t t le  house w i th  four
beds ,  sa id ,  "Today,  in  look ing  on  a t  the  rap id
developnents at the hospital ,  we are struck with
admi ra t ion  and we w i l l i ng ly  bes tow a  gar land o f  mer i t
to  th is  connun i ty  wh jch  has  been ab le  to  rea l i ze  such
a nasteroiece in so short a t ime. l . |e adnire the vast
propor t ibns  o f  the  bu i  1d ing ,  i t s  equ ipment ,  i t s
admin is t ra t ion  bu t  above a l l ,  what  we f ind  nos t
remarkab le  i s  tha t  the  ' ins t i tu t ion  was begun and
cont inued on ly  a t  the  cos t  o f  sacr i f i ces ,  o f  labour ,
a t  the  cos t  o f  the  hea l th  and even the  l i ves  o f  the
va l ian t  dauqh te rs  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l l e . ' .  A  ha l f -
cen tury  j s  a - re la t i ve ly  shor t  t ime fo r  an  ins t i tu t ion
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of  th is  k ind .  I f  a l ready  more  tha t  124,000 persons
of  every  na t iona l i t y  and o f  every  re l ig ion  have found
there  care  and cure ,  thousands o f  o thers  w i l I  come in
the  fu tu re  to  g ive  the  S is te rs  o f  Char i ty  fu r ther
occas ion  to  save i i ves  and to  assuage human gr ie f . . .
We l ikewise pay tr ibute to the lay nurses. Perfect ly
wel I  formed and discipl ined, they consti tute a
powerful and indispensable source of help to the
medica l  s ta f f  wh ich  is  ab le  to  count  on  the i r  sk i l l
and  devot ion  w i th  comple te  secur i ty . . .  The good be ing
accono l ished here  is  the  c leares t  nan i fes ta t ion  o f
the  use fu lness  o f  re l ig ious  conmuni t jes  in  genera l
and o f  the  Grey  Nuns in  par t i cu la r .  "

Doctor McKenty in turn explained why there was
created the American Col lege of Surgeons whose
respons ib i l  i t y  was  l i ke  tha t  o f  the  Roya l  Co l lege o f
Surgeons in  Great  Br i ta in  and in  I re land.  " I t  i s
only after three years of investigation and deep
study  tha t  accred i ta t ion  is  g iven  to  a  hosp i ta l  w i th
one hundred beds or nore. The f irst insoection of
Canad ian  hosp i ta ls  has  resu l ted  in  S t . '  Bon i face
Hosp i ta l  be ing  named as  one o f  th ree  in  th is  p rov ince
ner i t ing  a  p lace  on  the  l i s t  o f  hosp i ta ls  approved by
th is  au thor i ty .  "

The prov inc ia l  super io r ,  Mother  D ionne,  and the
super io r  o f  the  hosp i ta l ,  S is te r  Lanoureux ,  bo th
former missionaries, were delegated to represent the
Grey Nuns at the feast and were able to recognize the
notable progress. They were also able to congratu-
late in person Bishop J.H. Prud'honrme who had been
chosen by Pope Benedict XV to succeed Bishop Albert
Pascal a-s bi 'shop of Prince Albert and Saskhtoon.45
He was the f irst Manitoban to be elevated to the
hierarchy.46 The new bishop aff irmed "the Grey Nuns
have a special place in my affect ion since they were
my f i rs t  teachers  a t  the  o ld  Provencher  Schoo l . "  The
s is te rs  a lso  took  par t  in  thg_recept ion  fo l  low ing  h is
consecra t  ion  on  0c tober  28 .q /

l lho  cou ld  have pred ic ted  tha t  such re jo ic ing
would have such a sad tonorrow? Fires broke out in
re l ig ious  es tab l i shments .  There  was another  f i re  a t
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I le - i - la -Crosse where ,  jus t  as  in  1867 B ishop Grand in
had to acknowledge he was not left^ even with a
i r ino terc t r ie i  to  w ipe  away h is  tears .48  At  f i r s t  i t
was thought this was an isolated f ire but others were
to  fo l low,  so  thg l  inves t iga tors  conc iuded th is  was
a case o f  a rson,  * '

At St. Boniface i tself  on June 14, 1922 '
fo l  low ing  an  exp los ion ,  s rnoke in f i l t ra ted  the  dor -
mitory of the orphanage where one hundred and twenty
ch i ld ien  were  s leep ing .  Severa l  were  saved jus t  in
the  n ick  o f  t ime .

But  b ravery  does  no t  a lways  succeed in . l i fe -
sav inq .  Sorne months  a f te r ,  dur ing  the  n igh t  o f
November 24-25, f i re destroyed the beauti ful St.
Bon i face  Co l lege,  caus ing  ten  deaths ,  tha t  o f  a
Jesu i t  b ro ther  and those o f  n ine  pup i ls ;  many^sus-
ta ined severe  in ju r ies  jumping  ou t  o f  w indows. )u  I t
was  imposs  ib le  to  rep lace  these l i ves .  How wou ld  i t
be  poss ib le  even to  rep lace  th is  bu i ld ing  wh ich  had
reoir ired a centurv of work and privations. Arch-
b idnoo Se l iveau an-d  the  Jesu i t  Fa ihers ,  rneet ing  w i th
cornrnuh i  t y  leaders ,  d id  no t  hes j ta te .  The co l lege
wou ld  be-merged w i th  the  n inor  sen inary .  T ie  secu la r
0r jes ts  o lad- lv  qave up  the i r  p ro fessorsh ips  to  the
b isc ip te i  o t  5 t ,  Igna i . ius  who were  p lo .v id ing  h igher
educat ion  to  Man j toba Catho l i c  you th . "

A Winnipeg newspaper, trying to combat racial
o re iud ice  wh ich-  had cont r ibu ted  to  c r im ina l  deeds ,
r ro le  an  ar t i c le  p ra is ing  the  St .  Joseph 's  Orphanage
which  had been in  ex is t6nce s ince  the  beg inn ing  o f
the century. They said three hundred and forty-six
chi ldren had been taken in there fron sixteen dif-
fe ren t  na t iona l i t ies .  In  four  c lassrooms the  pup i ls
rece jved ins t ruc t ion  in  a l1  sub jec ts .  The work  was
in def ic- i- t  and an appeal had to be made to publ ic
char i ty .52  The resu l t  o f  th is  appea i  was  .very
pra isewor thy  espec ia l l y  g iven  tha t  Man i toba had fo r
th ree  years"  beeh in  a  i i -nanc ia l  c r i s is  wh ich  seemed
to  be  e te rna l .  The anna l is t  wro te ,  "The poor  a re
nore numerous that ever, and the dear old house
cannot  admi t  any  more . "  Th is  s i tua t ion  gave r i se  to
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a Youv i l l i an  idea ,  Mother  A l la i re ,  w i th  the  concur -
rence o f  her  counc i l ,  p roposed to  the  s is te rs  tha t
they  shou ld  g ive  up  the  spac ious  new prov jnc ia l  house
and nove to  the  wh j te  house.  The s is te rs  a l l  agreed
and soon a move was made back to the old house of
wood.53  The o ther  bu i ld ino  took  the  nane o f  Hoso ice
Tache and rece ived fo r tv -T ive  o ld  nen and th i i t v -
seven elderly wornen. fhis was on 0ctober 7, the
176th  ann iversarv  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ' s  en t rance
in to  the  gqnera l  hosp i ta l  a t  la  Po in te - i -Ca l l ie res  in
Montrea I .  )a

Archb ishop 86 l  i veau expressed grea t  sa t is fac-
t ion  a t  th is  beaut i fu l  ges ture ,  as  he  te rned i t .  0n
0c tober  23 ,  the  hundredth  b i r thday  o f  Archb ishop
Tache was celebrated. The orohans reviewed the
heroisn of the man. Archbishoo Bel iveau renarked how
su i tab le  i t  was  to  have the  ce lebra t ion  end a t  the
orphanage wh jch  was par t i cu la r ly  dear  to  Archb ishop
Tache 's  hear t .  "The orphanage had grown so  tha t  i t
was  now she l te r ing  the  aged as  we l l  as  ch i ld ren .  The
Grey Nuns have wished to change their headquarters so
as to nake room for nore of the poor. I  an happy
wi th  the i r  dec is jon  and I  wou ld  l j ke  to  congra tu la te
them on i t ,  but there are some acts _r!hich can be
wi tnessed on ly  in  respec t fu l  s i  lence.  "55

Respect fu l  s i lence was the  on ly  way to  rece ive
the  la tes i  sad  news:  S is te r  Cec i le  

-Naddau,  
d rowneo

a long w i th  th ree  pup i ls  a t  I le - ; -1a-Crosse on  Septem-
ber  29 .  The super io r ,  S is te r  S t -Naza i re ,  had d ied  o f
typhoid fever on November 19 at Beauval. Among the
Grey Nuns there was a deep convict jon that the ways
of God are inscrutable, and one adored without
unders tand ing .  But  submiss ion  to  the  w i l l  o f  God is
less  easy  when there  is  ques t ion  o f  human rna l i ce .
That  was the  case when a  bu i ld ino  a t  Youv i l le  Farn
went  up  in  f lanes  dur ing  the  n ig i t  o f  January  3 -4 ,
1924.  S is te rs  Sa lo ie  and Durand had oone to  bed fo r
the  n igh t  a f te r  consc ien t ious ly  chdck ing  a l l  the
outbu i  ld ings  -  they  were  a lways  on  the  a le r t .
Scarcely two hours later f i re destroyed almost the
who le  o f  the  o ld  ch icken house,  The f i re f ioh ters  had
to  work  a  mi rac le  to  p revent  the  comple te  dJs t ruc t ion
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of  a l  I  the  bu i ld ings .s6

Life in the convents of the Grey Nuns proceeded
" fu l lo f  j oy  and  fu l l  o f  tea rs ,  "  as  the  say ing  goes .
But  how can one descr ibe  the  happ iness  dur ing  May
when Mother Dugas stopped at St. Boniface en route to
Ak lav ik ,  ca l led  by  the  Inu i t  "back  o f  the  ear th , "
f i f ty rni les from the Beaufort Sea. Mother Generai
was accompan ied  by  severa l -  m iss ionar ies ,  no tab ly
S js te r  A l l ' a rd  and S is te r  lage ,  inv i ted  to  the  go lden
jub i lee  o f  the  S ioux  miss ion  o f  For t  To t ten .  There
ex is tence rena jned precar ious .  There  was uncer ta in ty
whether  the  schoo l  wou ld  be  na in ta ined.  Dur ing  tha t
school year j t  was necessary to send some of the
ch i ld ren  away,  However ,  on  the  occas jon  o f  the
jub i lee ,  Mr .  

-Byer ,  
in  charge o f  Ind ian  schoo ls  sa id

to  the  s is te rs ,  "You have done marve l lous  n iss ion-qry
wor f< .  i  hope you w i l l  con t inue fo r  long  years . "s7  

-

Mother General was received into the old house
where she f irst resided when she came to St. Boniface
in 1891. She regretted that the number of sisters
who were sick had increased but she was not surprised
that the works were f 

' lourishing. 
Mother Dugas had an

inv inc ib le  conf idence in  D iv ine  Prov idence.  In  tu rn
she was ab le  to  insp i re  conf idence,  In  the  preced ing
journey  she had seconded the  in i t ia t j ve  o f  Mother
A l  la i re  _ i1  rebu i  ld ing  and en la rg ing  St .  Roch
Hosp i ta1 .55  The new bu i ld ing  was now func t ion ing  to
i ts  fu l l  capac i ty .  Th is  t ime she encouraged the
organization of a!- outpatient departrnent at St.
Bo i i face  Hoso i ta l  .  se

Mother  Dugas cou ld  no t  de lay  a t  S t .  Bon i face ,
however .  The generous  sp i r i t  wh ich  she adn i red  in
the  miss ionar ie l  con f i rmed her  in  her  p lan  to  accede
to a request coming from Bishop Breynat; to open a
f i rs t  m iss jon  in  Esk imo count ry .  She went  there
herse l f  to  see the  poss ib i l i t i es  o f  surv iva l  '  A t  the
new post, the sun sometjmes shone through the whole
o f  the  n igh t  wh i le  a t  o ther  t imes the  noon and s ta rs
wer"e  v is ib le  dur ing  the  day .  The d i f f i cu l t ies  o f
adapta t ion  were  ea i i l y  fo reseeab le .  She was we l l
aware that prudence was necessary, But, fol lowing
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the  example  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  the  Super io r
General and the Grey Nuns decided to ask the Eternal
Father  to  g ran t  " the  grace to  mu l t ip ly  the i r  works  o f
charity and for this purpose to make them capqb^le of
under tak ing  every th ing  fo r  the  g lo ry  o f  God.  u" "

The epic of 1844 had succeeded wonderful ly.
Why wou ld  i t  no t  be  s imi la r  fo r  the  pos t  s i tua ted  a t
the back of the earth?

* * *

There was not much roon in the dear" old white
prov inc ia l  house,  The la rges t  roon,  the  chape l ,  was
just not big enough for the crowd when there was a
day of professjon or a funeral.  0n these occasions
it  was necessary to go_to the former house, now
turned into Hospice Tache. Three separate retreats
were now needed to acconmodate the two hundred and
f i f t y  s is te rs  work ing  in  the  prov ince .  Iqs . t ruc t ions
and conferences  were  g iven in  the  chape l .o '

_ 0n the evening of January 14, 1925 at Hospice
Tache Mr. Ernest Cyr spoke. He was one of those
cured th rough the  in te rcess jon  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le .
He extol led the rneri ts of the great wonan whon he
admi red .  The speaker  w i th  e loquence pa id  t r ibu te
above al l  of the strength of the soul of Mother
d 'Youy j l le  who was the  insp i ra t ion  o f  a l l  Grey
Nuns,62  Desp i te  the  progreds  o f  the  t imes,  mis -
s ionary  l i fe  s t i l l  remained very  d i f f i cu l t .  Even
though the  pr iva t ions  o f  the  beg inn ing  no  longer
existed, other circumstances tested the courage of
the  s  i  s te rs .

A tragedy took place at Kenora on February 12.
After a Mass celebrated in the school, Brother
Damour, an 0blate, and an employee were murdered by
another employee who was str jcken with a mental
disease. The Grey Nuns went in large numbers to the
funeral of the 0blate Brother whose untinely death
made a  deep impress ion  on  them.

Since 1853. when "Erotherr" Tache became a
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b ishop,  had no t  the  Grey  Nuns been the  ind ispensab le
aux i l ia r ies  o f  the  Mjss ionary  0b la tes  o f  Mary  Im-
macu la te?  One o f  thenr  in  par t i cu la r  had l i ved  ou t
th is  long assoc ia t ion ,  She was a  nonagenar ian  Grey
Nun who had no t  been touched by  sen i l i t y .  She had
seen her  s t rength  dec l ine .  "A t  one t ime she fe l l  on
the  road wh i le  go ing  to  v is i t  the  poor ,  bu t  she  sa id
nothinq for fear of beinq rel ieved of her func-
t ions .n63 However ,  the  t ime had cone fo r  her  re t i re -
ment  f rom ac t ive  l i fe  and,  s ince  1916.  the  humble
s is te r  had taken her  p lace  anong the  inva l ids .

Unwi t t ing ' l y ,  she  becane a  pro fessor  o f  h is to ry
as  she charmed the  new genera t ions  w i th  her  ta les .
She was the  on ly  one who cou ld  ca l l  to  mind  the
memory of Pro-venc-her, of Tache, and especial ly of the
foundresses.6a She had come to Red River with Mother
Valade in 1850. She had experienced three nonths of
a voyage during which she had escaped narrowly the
s ink ing  o f  the  s teamboat ,  Sa in t -Laurent .  She had
comoleted her novit iate here at the old white hciuse
to which she was so happy to return to end her days.
At  her  rubv  . iub i lee .  in  Februarv  1920,  she wro te  to
Mother  P ich6 i  " I f  

' l  
have been ab le  to  do  any t [ ing

good fo r  sou ls ,  i t  j s  due en t i re ly  to  the  Granter  o f
a l l  o i f t s . . .  I  am under  no  i l l us ions .  I  am in  the
la te -even ing  o f  my 1 i fe ,  I  must  p repare  fo r  the
great  voyage ahead, "  Now,  th is  p i lg r image th rough
6ar th ly  l i fe ,  ended in  her  93rd  year  on  March  1o f
the h61y yeir,  1,925. The venerable old sister
brea thed her  las t  b rea th  a t  3 :35  p .m. ,  rena in ing
conscious to the very end. At her funeral there was
an extremeiy large irowd especial ly of her beloved
poor  as  we l l  as  p r ies ts  and s is te rs  who had been
insp i red  by  her  to  make a  to ta l  g i f t  o f  a l l  to  God.
Th is  was 5 is te r  Laurent .

With her death there cane an end to the f irst
chapter of the l i fe of the Grey Nuns of Red River.
The works which she had seen born were to continue to
grow after her death, always on a grander scale. In
ih is  year ,  1925,  the  hosp i i ,a l  becate  a f f i l i a ted  w i th
the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Man i toba,  There  was in t roduced a t
the  hosp i ta l  i ' a  comple te  serv ice  o f  p ro fessors  and
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demonstrators who were ful l  nembers of the teachino
s ta f f .  o f  the  Facu l ty  o f  Med ic ine .  I t  was  the  on l !
one in alI  -o_f Western Canada to be approved foi
in te rnsh ip .  "6s

Mother Al laire who, among her other tasks
always promoted excel lence in care, was part ly
respons ib ' le  fo r  th is  accompl ishment .  0 ther  du t ies
now cal led her as she was elected during the general
chapter of 0ctober as the treasurer general 

-of 
the

whole congregation.66 Mother Dionne- who had oeen
prov inc ia l  dur ing  the  years  1897-1902 succeeded her
and took  up  her  pos i t ion  on  0c tober "  22 .

As a nember of the general counci l ,  the former
prov inc ia l  d id  no t  lose  contac t  w i th  the  convents  o f
the West and of the North. She spoke up - i1 favour of
the  c rea t ion  o f  a  miss ion  a t  Ak lav i l i .6T  She was
in fo rmed as  to  the  assets  and I iab i l i t ies  o f  each
post. The tests of courage never ceased. At I le-a-
1a-Crosse, on February 19, 192_6^, f i re reduced to
ashes  th€  newly  rebu i l t  convent .bu  Co ld  was in tense;
i t  wab four  o 'c lock  in  the  morn ino  when s is te rs  and
pup i ls  had to  f ind  re fuse  w i th  t f ie  Ob la te  Fathers .
The. te legram announc ing- the  d isas ter  conta ined the
words :  "We are  s ta r t ing- to  rebu i ld  w i thout  de lay . "69

The s is te rs  had to  rebu i ld  a lso  a t  Reg ina ,  bu t
fo r  a  d j f fe ren t  reason.  The hosp i ta i  cou ld  io  lonoer
meet the needs of the peop' le who appreciated lhe
qua l i t y  o f  care  a t  Reg ina  Hosp i ta l .  io  the  s is te rs
the  p lace  was known^as  Reg ina  Coe i i ,  Queen o f  Heaven.
At Ste-An ne- des -Chenes , i t  was necesiary to enlarge
the convent since two classes had had to be olaced in
a  ne ighbour ing  bu i ld ing .  In  the  mids t  o f  a l l  th is
construction, the end of the year, Decernber 18,
brought a telegran with bad news: , ,The church and
the convent of Fort Totten have been destroved bv
flames." Then an hour 1ater, another telegra'rn cam-e
which  read:  , 'S is te r  S t -A l f red ,  the  supe- r io r ,  i s
dy ing . "  And then on  the  20 th :  "S is te r  S t -R l f red  is
dead.  "

The work  o f  sav ing  the  l i ves  o f  the  pup i ls  had
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proceeded w i thout  pan ic .  But  the  f i re f igh ters  cou ld
not  reach the  bu i ld ings  because o f  the  bad s ta te  o f
the  roads .  S is te r  S t -A l f red ,  be l iev ing  tha t  th ree
s is te rs  were  s leep ing  in  the  dormi to ry  in  the  a t t i c ,
hastened to warn then. Fortunately the sisters had
a l ready  f led ,  bu t  the  smoke was in tense.  S is te r
Ju l ie t te  Lavo ie ,  no t  see ing  the  super io r  reappear ,
went up to see what was wrong. She cal led out and
the reply came back, "I  am coming down."

Unfortunately, the descent was quicker than
p lanned as  the  f loor  gave r {ay .  S is te r  Lavo ie  ca l led
out  fo r  he1p.  Two s is te rs  came runn ing  and they
pu11ed the  super io r  ou t  o f  the  bu i ld ing .  0 thers  came
and she was noved f i rs t  to  an  employee 's  house and
then to  the  hosp i ta l ,  There  she d ied  a f te r  say ing
many t imes over ,  "My God,  Thy  w i l l  be  done, "

When the funeral cortege reached St. Boniface,
S is te r  Maugras  wro te :  "0ur  S is te rs  S iebena l le r ,
Lavoie, Comeau, Gaspard and Marie-Ida have accon-
panied the mortal remains. The tragic circumstances
of this death have been a heartbreak for al l  of us.
Our  tears  have f lowed in  abundance.  The s igh t  o f  our
s is te rs ,  so  poor ly  c lad ,  has  a lso  inc reased our
sorrow. "

The S is te rs  o f  Mercy ,  desp i te  the i r  pover ty ,
became an instrument of Providence toward the Grey
Nuns.  They  o f fe red  the  s is te rs  c lo th ing  and she l te r
un t i l  such  t i rnes  as  su i tab le  lodg ings  cou ld  be  found.
Meanwhiie, nine sisters had to share two roons. The
people were syrnpathetic. The auditorium was al lowed
to be used as a church and the Benedict ine Fathers
o f fe red  the i r  house to  the  s is te rs .  S is te r  C le rnont ,
ass is tan t  p rov inc ia l ,  who rushed to  the  he lp  o f  the
sisters, sent news to the mother house: "The barn
was saved by people who threw snowballs on the
cjnders that fei l  on the roof," Teaching v'ras con-
t inued a t  the  schoo l  a t  the  For t .

As for Sister Jude, her kitchen became the
community room of the sisters. " l . le have a table
which we have to use each our turn for meals. I  have
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estab l  i shed my headquar te rs  in  the  s ta i rway ,  The
s tove is  no t  func t ion ing  we11.  We have a  sewing
nach ine ,  n ine  cha i rs ,  two desks ,  a  cupboard  and four
benches. In the dornitorv we have three beds and a
sofa .  Four  o f  u_s-have to -  s leep on  the  f loor ,  and I
an one of them, " 70

The Anerjcan government refused to provide
funds for reconstruction. The Eenedict ine Fathers
decjded to bui ld new quarters at their otvn expense on
the  Ind ian  reserve  ca l led  St .  M ichae l  .  n ine  rn i les
f rom the  fo r t .71

One wou ld  have thought  the  Grey  Nuns had had
the i r  f i l l  o f  f i res ,  bu t  in  the  near  fu tu re  came ye t
another  one.  The miss ion  a t  Beauva l  was  en t i re ly
destroyed by f ire Septembeq^2O, 1927, Sister Lea and
n ine teen 1 i t t1e  boys  d ied . tz  D is tance was no  bar r ie r
to  the  incend jar ies ,  fo r  on  Apr i l  B ,  1929 i t  was  the
turn of St. Norbert church to be burned down. The
schoo l  a t  Cross  Lake under  the  0b la te  S is te rs  a lso
went up in f lames. Sister Marguer i  te-Mar i  e and nine
Ind ians  were  v ic t ims o f  the  f i re  wh i le  o ther  s is te rs
were  ser ious ly  i  n ju red ,

Such ca la rn j t ies  were  a  cons tan t  th rea t ,  bu t  i t
was  necessary  to  go  on  expand ing .  0n  February  17 ,
1927 the general counci l  of the Grey Nuns agreed to
a  reques t  by  B ishop Math ieu  to  es tab l i sh  a  hosp i ta l
a t  Grave lbourg ,  Saskatchewan,  an  en terpr ise  en t rus ted
to  the  prov ince  o f  S t .  Bon i face .  S is te r  Desp ins ,  ex-
prov inc ia l ,  and S is te r  Ducket t  went  to  th is  l i t t le
town on July 23 to preside over the work of cons-
tnuction, The future hospital was honoured even
before i ts birth by the facl that Archbishop Andrea
Cassu lo ,  the  apos to l  i c  de iegate ,  became i ts  f i r s t
pa t jen t .  V is i t ing  the  West  in  the  au tumn o f  L927 ,  he
deve loped an  jn fec t jon  wh jch  was t rea ted  success fu l l y
a t  the  hosp j ta ls  o f  Req ina  and a t  Saskatoon.  Two
Grey Nun nurses fron Re:gina accompanied him to the
town named a f te r  the  t i re less  co lon izer ,  Fa ther  A .
Grave l ,  who gave h is  nane to  Grave lbourg .T3 The
apostg ] ic  de legate  le f t  jn  good hea l th  a f te r  h is
cure  .  /$
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As work  advanced in  the  new hosp i ta l  a t  Grave l -
bouro .  a t  S t .  Bon j face  the  new Schoo l  o f  Nurs ing  was
of f i i i a l l v  opened on  the  even ing  o f  March  7 '  1928 '
Archb isho i r  86 l i veau sa id :  "The es tab l i shment  o f  th is
schoo l  i s  the  c rown ing  o f  a  work .begun in  hun i -1 . i t y " '
The qrain of seed t[rown on the banks of the Red
Rjvei rnore than f i f ty years ago has becone a great
t ree . . ,  The hosp i ta l  has  been ab le  to  answer  the
needs of the pirpulat ion and is now a University
centre. I  exprisi  rny grat i tude to alI  those who have
cont r ibu ted  do  th is -happy resu l t . "  Speak ing . to  the
Grev  Nuns,  he  added:  "You sure ly  have the  r igh t  to
exo'ect mv' thanks for vour devot-edness. The whole
orbv ince-has  benef i t ted  f ro rn  the  good you have done,
bu t  the  C i ty  o f  S t '  Bog j face  has  a  spec ia l  ob l iga t ion
of  g ra t  i  tude  to  you '  "  ' '

A few weeks after this nenorable evening, on
Aor i l  28 .  the  l i t t le  town o f  Grave lbourg  had i t s  tu rn
ib r  fes t i v i t ies .  A  la rge  c rowd fo l lowed the  co l lege
band to  the  church  where  B ishop Maro is ,  in  the
absence o f  B ishop Math ieu ,  b lessed lhe le1  bu i ld ing '
B ishop Maro is  wds the  v icar -genera l  o f  Reg ina-  He
was issisted by Father J. Guy, superior of- the
co l leqe,  and F i ther  J .  Magnan,  p rov inc ia l  o f  the
Onf . t6 r .  The hosp i ta l  was- -ca l led  St .  Joseph 's  and
i i s te rs  Lap ie r re ,  $ ! '  E l i see  and Nau l t  s tayed there
f rom Aor i l  l 1  on . /o

The women o f  the  par ish  prepared the-banquet '
Dr .  Lavo ie  p res ided as  ih ie f  o f  the  hosp i ta l .commi t -
lue  

"na  
he ' in t roduced the  c iv ic  and ecc les ias t i ca l

d ign i ta r ies .

0n  the  even ing  o f  th is  f ine  day ,  the  anna l is t
o f  the  miss ion  wro td :  "A l ready  severa l  pa t ien ts  have
rece ived care  a t  the  hosp i ta l .  Thus  the  humble  Grey
Nun continues what was begun seventy-f ive year.s ago
at  S t .  Bon i face ;  w i th  devot ion  and d isc re t ion ,  in  the
r ig i i ' o f  ooa,  she  b inds  

' * *na t ,  
i t t ruges  fevers .  "77

Mother  A l la i re  who encouraged th is  foundat ion
was not able to be present since she had been sent to
Europe by  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Mont rea l  fo r  a  s tudy  in
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v iew o f , the  Un jve rs i t y  hosp i ta l  wh ich  was  be ing
p lanned.  /o  Her  voyage was no t  qu i te  as  fas t  as  tha t
of Bishop Breynat who returned frorn the southern
Uni ted  Sta tes  by  p lane on  Apr i l  25 ,  L929,  "Peop le
are  even say ing  tha t  in  the  fu tu re  we may be  ab le  to
take hol idays at the mother house thanks to the steel
b i rd , "  wro te  the  St .  Bon i face  anna l is t .

The 20 th  century ,  s t i l l  on ly  in  i t s  th i rd
decade, was already showing one of i ts characteris-
t ics: speed of executing. But this was not the case
wj th  the  bu i ld ing  o f  the  schoo l  a t  To t ten  even though
i t  was  in  the  count ry  o f  Unc le_-Sam,  They  had f i -
n ' i shed on ly  the  seco-nd f loor ,Te  There  ie re  a lso
compla in ts  about  the  s lowness  o f  the  bu i l ! ing  o f  a
new wing at the convent of Ste-Anne- des -Chene s ,

There was profound sadness when the Carmeli tes
dec ided to  leave St .  Bon i face  fo r  o ther  rea lms.
Their departure had been foreseen for three years.80
Bonds had been created with these contemplatives
s ince  the j r  a r r  j va l  in  1912.  A  Man i toban,  S is te r
Eernadette of the Immaculate Conception, had entered
the Carmel and had died a few years after her profes-
sion. Her body remains beside those of the Grey Nuns
jn the cemetery adjacent to the Cathedral,  Sister
Desp ins  who had we lcomed thern  on  the i r  a r r i va l
v is i ted  the  Carp_e l i tes  Ju ly  20  jus t  be fore  she went
to  Grave lbourg .81

In  1925,  a  Tr iduum (a  th ree-day  ce lebra t ion)
was held in honour of the canonization of the oreat
Carmel i te ,  S is te r  Th6rEsa o f  the  Ch i ld  Jesus .sz  0n
that occasion the Mother Prioress had brouoht to the
Grey Nuns, professed, novices and postuiants, an
ar t i f i c ia l  rose  oe ta l  on  wh ich  had been inscr ibed a
p ious  thought  taken f rom the  wr i t ings  o f  the  L i t t le
F lower .

Their departure was effected in three stages:
June 2 ,  August  18  and August  20 ,  in  g roups  o f  four
s is te rs ,  I t  i s  no t  w i thout  emot ion  tha t  one reads
the  las t  message recorded in  the  anna ls  o f  the i r
monas!erv 3
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"The memory of the dear, devoted Grey Nuns
natura l l y  f inds  p lace  here .  More  than once in  the
course of this humble chronicle, the narne of the
inconparab le  daughters  o f  Venerab le  Mother  d 'Youv i l  le
has been writ ten by our pen. Frorn the very f irst,
thev  ooened the i r  hosp i tab le  doors  to  us  and they
hav-e nbver since ceas'ed to be for us a source of
sens i t i ve  and ingen ious  char i ty .  How we l l  they  car ry
the  nane o f  S is te rs  o f  Char i ty .  To  l i s t  a l I  they
have done wou ld  be  qu i te  imposs ib le .  Le t  us  ment ion ,
however, the many olcasioni when they have come into
our cloister to hurse the sick menbers of the family
of St. Theresa. The gif ts they have given us we do
not mention as they are done for the sake of the
Lord .  He a lone knows the  to ta l  o f  the i r  char i t ies .
He also knows how to repay a hundredfold what they
have done in  the  name o f  H is  merc i fu l  Prov idence. "
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I  C i rc .  mens . ,  1910-14 ,  pp .  316 ,  325 ,  336 .

2  Ib id .  ,  p .  329 .

3  Pope P jus  XI  ca l led  these n iss ions  the  most
d i f f i cu l t  i n  the  wor ld .

a  Sr ,  Ward 's  Journa l ,  p .  51  .

5  Joseph Sar to ,  P ius  X,  d ied  Aug.  20 ,  1914.  He
was canon ized May 29 ,  1954.

6  Mor ton ,  op .c i t . ,  pp .  328 f f ,

7  C i rc .  mens . ,  1913-14 ,  p .457 .

8  Mor ton ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  33S,

e  C i rc .  mens . ,  1913-14 ,  p .474 ,

10  C j rc .  mens . ,  1915-16 ,  p ,  L29 ,

1 l -  Mor ice ,  Mgr  Langev in ,  pp .  363-365.

Lz  There  were  four  b i l inqua l  schoo ls  in  Man i toba:
the  Po l  i sh ,  Ruthen i in ,  Gernan and Frencn.
C i rc .  mens . ,  1915-16 ,  p .  592 .

13  A ta lk  by  Mgr  Be l iveau when he  was consecra ted
as  Archb ishop o f  S t .  Bon i face ,  Dec .  19 ,  1915.
Part of the archdiocese of St. Boniface becane
the archdjocese of Winnipeg and was confided to
Mgr  A .  -  A .  S innot t  on  Dec.  4 ,  1915.

L4  D 'Eschambau l t ,  A ,  "Hommage rad iod i f fus6  i  la
memoi re  de  Mgr  Be l iveau" ,  Sept .  14 ,  1955.
Anna ls  1955 ,  pp .  4 l3 f f .

15  The Grey  Nuns ceased teach ing  in  S t .  V i ta l
after the end of the school year 1915-1916.

l -6  C i rc .  mens. ,  1915-16,  pp .  107 and 289.

L7  She was e lec ted  ass is tan t  genera l  a t  the  chap-
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te r  Oc t .  4 ,  1915 .

C i rc ,  mens . ,  1917-18 ,  P .  85 .

rb id.

Chron ic  les ,  p .  66 .

Letters by Sr. St-Jean-Baptiste-, -reproduced in
Ci rc .  men i . ,  1915-16,  pP.  598-605.

Smi th  in  1914 and S impson in  1916.  S ince  1914,
the northern missions have been organized as a
canon ica l  p rov ince ,  tha t  o f  D iv ine  Prov idence.

The Un i ted  Sta tes  jo ined the  A l l ies  and en tered
the  war  on  Good Fr iday ,  Apr i l  19 ,  1917.

An inves t iqa t ion  revea led  tha t  the  f i re  had
been set by- a pyromaniac employee.

C i rc .  mens . ,  1917-18 ,  P .  609 '

Ib jd . ,  p .  775 .

C i rc .  mens. ,  1917-18,  pp '  717-718.  Archb ishop
Bel iveau was ce lebra t ih !  the  s i  l ver  jub i lee  o f
h is  o rd ina t ion .

In  1755,  a f te r  18  years  o f  communi ty  1 i fe ,
Mother d'Youvi I  le and her conpan ions were
author ized  to  wear  a  re l ig ious .cos tume.  They
"ce lebra ted"  th is  event  by  sendrng a  group or
sister nurses to combat the epidemic.

A  ta lk  by  B ishop Math ieu ,  c i rc .  mens. ,  1917-18 '
p .718 .

Anna ls ,  1919-20 ,  P .141 .

Le t te r  da ted  Dec.  3 ,  1918.  Bern ie r ,  op .c i t . ,
o .  16 .

Chron  i  c les ,  p .31 .
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Sr .  P ie rson 's  b iography .  She  d  ied  Sep t .  15 ,
1922.

Anna ls ,  1919-20 ,  p .  159 .

Ib id . ,  p .  516 ,  June  22 ,  1920 .

Ib id ,  1917-18 ,  p .  716 .  Augus t  en t ry  in  1918 .

From an art icle reproduced in the Annals of
1917-18 ,  p .  731  .

In  1921 ,  9  s is te rs  ob ta ined a  teacher 's  cer -
t i f i ca te .  Anna l  s ,  p .  162 .

Anna ls ,  1917-18 ,  p .  730 .

These gatherings brought about the creation of
the  Nurses '  Assoc ia t ion .  For  the  Grey  Nuns,  i t
wou ld  lead to  the  es tab l i shment  o f  the  Mar -
guer i te  d 'Youv i l  le  Ins t i tu te  founded by  Mother
A l la i re  in  1934.  Th is  Ins t i tu te  was the  f i rs t
French language school to offer a degree in
nurs  i  ng .

Anna ls ,  1919-20,  pp .  226-227.  Le t te r  f rom Sr .
Couture .

Mother "  A l la i re  came to  S t .  Bon i face  in  the
autumn o f  1921,  Mother  Dugas,  p rov inc ia l
super io r  f ron  1913-1915,  was e lec ted  super io r
general at the chapter of 1920.

Aug, 24 and Aug. 25. 0n Aug. 30, there was a
conmemorative mass for the dead.

Annals, 192I ,  p. 260. The talks quoted on the
fol lowing pages are taken from the same source.

Anna ls ,  1921 ,  p .  154.  B ishop Pasca l  d ied  in
France on  Ju ly  14 ,  1920,  and B ishop Lega l  o f
St, Albert,  on May 18 of the same year.

B ishoo Prud 'honme was the  f i rs t  Man i toban St .
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Bon i face  Co l lege a lumnus to  become a  b ishop.
Archb ishoo g6 l i veau a lso  s tud ies  a t  the  co l -
Iege,  buL he  or ig ina ted  f rom Mont -Carmel ,
Quebec.

Annals, 1921 | p. 255,

Mj tche l l ,  S r .  E . ,  Mother  J .  S loco tnbe ,  p .  332 .

B ishop Prud 'honme v is i t ing  the  s is te rs  in
Montreal told them how the nissionaries were
worried on account of the f ires. Annals, 1922-
23 ,  p .  55 .

Bern ie r ,  A . ,  op .c i t .  ,  p .  37 ,

Ib id . ,  pp  38  and 38 .  In  7924,  i t  was  dec ided
to  en la roe  the  co l  leoe ,  H is  Eminence Card ina l
869in ap"pealed to t fre faithful of the Quebec
d iocese,  encourag ing  them to  g ive  generous ly .

Annals, 1922-23, pp. 2lB-221. Most of the
orphans were boys; only a few were gir ls.

Ib id . ,  p .  395.  I t  took  severa l  weeks  to  com-
plete the transfer.

Father Dandurand did not nake i t  to the new
quar te rs .  When th is  venerab le  pa t ien t  ce1-
ebra ted  h is  100th  ann iversary  on  March  23 ,
1919.  he  was ab le  to  leave h is  a rm-cha i r  and
ce lebra te  the  Euchar js t  w i th  the  he lp  o f  two
young 0b1ate Fathers. He then told the part-
i c ipants ,  "My bark  wh ich  was launched on  the
ocean of this world a hundred years ago is
st i l1 good. " Two years and a few days of
i l l ness  la te r ,  he  peacefu l l y  reached the  e te r -
na l  shore .

Anna ls ,  1922-23,  p .  422.

Anna ls ,  1924-25,  pp  39-40.

ib id . ,  p .  273.  Th js  le t te r  i s  addressed to
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Sis te r  Hear t ,  name g iven to  Sr .  Jo l i coeur  by
the Sioux who could never pronounce her name
correct 1y,

Document  No,  2  per ta in ing  to  S t .  Roch Hosp i ta l .

The work began on 0ct. 25, The enployees had
to give up their quarters and ret ire to the
basement of Hospice Tache.

The Litanies to the Eternal Father were con-
posed in 1770 at the request of Mother
d 'Youv i l le  and s ince  then.  have been rec i ted
da i  l y .

Anna)s, 1924-25, pp 797-798.

Prov inc ia l  House Chron ic les  a t  the  da te  nent -
ioned.  The de ta i l s  tha t  fo l low are  taken f ron
the  same source ,  un less  o therw ise  s ta ted .  Mr .
Cyr's conference hras publ ished in parnphlet
TOrm.

Biography of Sr. Laurent. Annals, 1924-25,
Append i  x.

5 r .  Roya1,  another  sen io r  s is te r ,  d ied  a t  the
mother  house on  Feb.  15 ,  1923.

Anna ls ,  1946-47,  p .  399.  An ar t i c le  by  Dr .
Cyde.

Anna ls ,  1 ,924-25,  p .  710.

Annals, 1924-25, p. 681 . The nission was
founded in the month of August.

The f irst convent had burned down on Apri l  1,
1920.

Anna ls ,  1926-27,  p .  12

Letter dated Jan. 2, 7927.

6 1

6 2

o l

6 4

6 5

6 6

6 7

6 8

7 0



7 t

7Z

241

A four-storey convent placed under the patron-
aoe o f  S t .  ih6resa o f  the  Ch i ld -Jesus .  Hop.
g6n . ,  t .3 ,  Pp .  26r -262 .

Annals, 1926-27, pp. 548-549. 0n March 28,
1929,  an  ou thouse a t  the  Beauva l  miss ion  was
ent i ie ly  des t royed by  f i re .  Anna ls ,  L928-29,
p .315 .

Mor ice ,  H is t ,  0ues t  Canad ien ,  Vo l .  4 ,  p .  79 .

Annals, 1936-37, PP. 642-643.

Annals, l92B-29, pP' 65-66.

Frorn Oct. 1927 to Apr. 1928, the sisters were
lodged in the basement of the church'

Anna ls ,  1 .928-29,  PP.  112-113.

Ib id . ,  p .  98 .  A t  the  congress  he ld  in  Ju ly
1927,  Mother  A l la i re  reconmended tha t  nurses
obta in  un ivers i ty  degrees .

Ib id . ,  p .  178 .

The heavy taxes imposed on the monastery were
the cause of this deParture.

A rnaonif icent statue of the Sacred Heart oc-
cuo i6d  a  p lace  o f  honour  in  the  Carmel i tes l
frbnt vard. This statue now adorns the Despins
ground-s of the Grey Nuns' Provincial House.

Canonization was on May L7, 1925. The Triduun
was he ld  oc t .  1 ,  2  and 3 ,  1925 ' -  The s is te rs
and the orphans of Hospice Tache sang at the
solenn masi on the second day of this event.
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CHAPTER ELEVEI{ - 1930-1944

"You can be  proud to  be long to  th is  congrega-
t ion  wh ich  has  car r ied  the  fa i th  even to  the  Po lar
reaches  o f  the  New Wor ld . "  Th is  was the  message o f
Father Duchaussois to the Grey Nuns of Montreal March
21.  1930.  The 0b la te  wr i te r  se t  fo r th  the i r  accon-
p l i shments  in  h is  books ,  espec ia l l y  tha t  ca l led
i 'Fenrnes h6roiques" (Heroic Wornen).1 He was not
unaware that his words would reach- the Far North
itself  by means of the rnonthly annals that were sent
to a1l posts, He continued: "I  have always adm-ired
the Grey Nuns. Let others wear snowshoes and shoot
rap ids .  You have the  f i rs t  p r ize .  Keep i t . "  The
author  was a l lud ing  to  the  p ioneers  who had to
overcome so many rapids on their way to-open up the
upcount rv , r  Fa ther  Theodore  Laboure ,  super io r
obnera l  wr5 te  to  Mother  Ga l lan t :  "H is  book  is  known
ihroughout the world. Your work wil l  be made known
to  mahy. " .  And so  many brave g i r l s  no t  on ly  f ron
Brit tanv b'ut also fron other European countr ies would
cone to  jo in  the  wor thy  ba t ta l ioh .

But heroism r ' ,as not the exclusive preserve of
the  nor thern  n iss ions .  The economic  depress ion  wh ich
now conmenced was especial ly severe in the Western
prov inces  w i th  d roug 'h t  d ' im in ish ing  the  harves ts .4
And vet i t  seemed there was a special need in Manito-
ba .  

-There  
was on ly  one sanatdr ium,  in  N ine t te ,  to

dea l  w i th  tubercu los is  in  the  who ie  p rov ince .
Archbishop Beliveau r.ras eager to offer the benefi tq
o f  Chr js t ian  min is t ry  to  [e1p long- te rm pat ien ts 's
Fo l  low ing  in  the  foo ts teps  o f  h is  p redecessors ,  the
Archbishop made an appeal to the Grey Nuns. The
genera l  counc i  I  ,  on  be ing  consu l ted ,  gave the i r
approva l  bu t  sa id  they  cou ld  no t  send s is te rs  s ince
the sjsters had accepted the nanagement of St. Mary's
Hosp j ta l  a t  Mont rea l .  I t  wou ld  be  necessary  to  f ind
workers on the spot.

S is te r  S te-Emi l ienne,  super io r  o f  the  hosp i ta l ,
was  sent  to  Mont rea l  to  submi t  bu i ld ing  p1ans.  The
pro jec ted  s i te  was in  S t .  V i ta l  on  the  r igh t  bank  o f
the  Red R iver ,  r igh t  across  f rom the  new Un ivers i ty
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of  Man i toba wh ich ,  i t  was  sa id ,  had seen the  b i r th  o f
Lou is  R ie l  i n  1844 .  u

In February 1930 the sanatorium commenced
const ruc t ion  and S is te r  Le te l l ie r ,  named super jo r ,
superv ised the  work  and_p lanned the  organ iza t ion  o f
the  d i f fe ren t  serv ices .  /  The bu i ld ing  wou ld  be  o f
qu i te  a  s jze  s ince  i t  wou ld  have th ree  f loors  in  the
form of an incomplete "H", mea^suring 240 feet by 225,
I t  cou ld  serve  250 pa t ien ts .  d

A new work v{as thus being born, but an older
one, at Kenora, founded thirty-two years ago with so
much d i f f i cu l ty ,  was  no  more .  S is te rs  Duf f in  and
Ste-Luc je  cou ld  no t  p revent  fee l ing  nos ta lg ic  fo r
they had been the workers of the f irst hour,

I t  was in 1898 that they had gone there among
host i le  Sau l teaux  who had no t  been won over  by  the
f ive  1ay  teachers  who had been there .  Archb ishop
Langev in  had gone to  Mont rea l  on  beha l f  o f  Fa ther
Cah j l l ,  the  res ident  miss ionary ,  and had succeeded in
ga in ing  the  co l  labora t ion  o f  the  Grey  Nuns.  The
transfornation of the chi idren of the woods had
progressed gradua ' l  1y .  who up  t i l l  now had been so
neserved,  indeed even very  a1oof .  S is te r  Duf f in  used
to  say  tha t  the  sumound ing  o f  the  schoo l ,  sp lend id
in  na tura l  beauty ,  made up  fo r  the  iso la t ion .  The
schoo l  had been the  f i rs t  Ontar io  miss ion  o f  the
Congregat j  on .

The s is te rs  had become a t tached to  the  l i t t le
Ind ians  who had become so  doc i le .  The i r  behav iour  a t
p rayer  t ime impressed a l l  the  parents .  e  The pup i ls
sang l i ke .ange ls  and there  was a lways  a  demand fo r
concer ts . ' "

The school had been in existence for twelve
years when Kenora was visj ted by an eminent per-
sonage,  Card ina l  Vanute l l i ,  the  de legate  a t  the
Euchar " is t i c  Congress  o f  Mont rea l .  The ch i ldnen go t  up
ear ' l y  so  tha t  they  cou ld  come in  the i r  canoes wh ich
the  g i r l s  were  ab le  to  row w i th  as  much i f  no t  more
sk i l l  than  the  boys .  Then the  pup i ls  wou ld  wa lk  two
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order  to  rece ive  the  b less inq  o f  the

And yet after so many years of work they had to
leave the  p lace  in  Ju ly  1930,  the  same month  wh ich
br "ouoht  the  news o f  the  death  o f  the  Card ina l  v is i to r
who 6ad come in  1910.12

The S js te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph rep laced the  Grey
Nuns a t  the  schoo l .  The chron ic le r  says  the  s is te rs
left  with deep emotion, but there was a surprise for
them as  they  1e f t .  Fa ther  Ba i l la rgeon,  p r inc ipa l  o f
the  schoo l ,  had secre t ly  asked the  S is te rs  o f  the
Holy Names of Jesus and Mary and the Sisters of
Prov idence,  se t t ied  on  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  r i ver ,
to organize an outdoor party. Dinner was taken in
the  open a i r  and,  fo l  low ing  the  rnea l ,  the  pup i ls ,
boys  and g i r1s ,  sang appropr ia te  song and then there
was a  speech "wh ich  brought  tears  to  the i r  eyes . "
Thanks  to  your  devot ion  in  teach ing ,  you  have reached
the  mothers  o f  your  pup i l s .  We have learned to  pu t
oun confidence in you and to love you as our parents
did, l^ le want to express our grat i tude to you and to
assure  you we w i l l  never  fo rge t  you .  V le  w i l l  a lways
be happy to see the grey garb here. "

And Father  Ba i l la rgeon added:  " l  am sony  I  am
not an orator and can express only inadequately our
feel ings and regrets. Your community has worked
mi rac les  in  th i s  m iss ion .  I  w i l l  a lwavs  remember
them to  God,  "

0n  August  11 ,  S is te r  Marguer  i  te -Mar  i  e  and
Sis te r  Guay,  the  las t  to  leave Kenora ,  went  back  to
St ,  Bon i face  and conso led  thense lves  w i th  the  thought
that a new f ield of act ion would not be far away, As
a rnatter of fact, work was never lacking to the
canon ica l  p rov ince  o f  S t .  Bon i face .  Reg i  na  Hosp i ta l
was  p lann ing  a  cancer  research  cent re . r r  The s i tu -
at jon was not rosy at Gravelbourg by reason of i ts
sma11 popu la t ion ;  su rv iva l  was  d i f f i cu l t .  And  ye t
the  l i t t le  town was erec ted  in to  a  d iocese w i th
Father  Rodr igue V i  l  leneuve,  an  0b la te ,  becon ing
ti tular. He was consecrated in the 0ttawa cathedral
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on Seotember  11 ,  1930 by  B ishop Wi  1 l  iam Forbes
ass is t 'ed  by  B is -hop Rheaume o f  Ha i lebury  and B ishop
Guy of Grouard. rq

Mother  P iche and S js te r  Da l ton  ex tended con:
ora tu la t ions  to  the  n"*  s i i t ' op  o i  Grave lbourg . ls
ihev  cou ld  have a lso  added the i r  sy rnpathy  to  h im fo r
B is -hoo V i l leneuve wou ld  one day  say  to  the  Grey  Nuns
tha t  he  had wept  w i th  them.  "Your  s is te rs  have
suffered so much jn these years of depression. They
have no t  ou t  an  end to  the  d j f f j cu l t ies  o f  a  re l ig -
ious orOer. I  have always been afraid that the
Mothers of Montreal would take the sisters away. But
no ,  thank  God,  you have ac ted , . in  q l low ing  them to
i t i y ,  ou t  o f 'pJ re  char i ty . "  16  

.The b ishop wou ld
a t t i ibu te  to  {he  nurses- ! i s  surv iva l  when he  came
down wj th  typho id  fever . ' '

Another  i l l us t r ious  pa t jen t ,  Archb ishop Andrea
Cassu lo ,  who had been t rea ted  a t  the  hosp i ta l .  even
before i t  was opened, always rqEognized the-good work
o f  the  s is te rs  a t  Grave lbourg . rd  And Grave lbourg  was
also renowned in far-off Paris where Mr. Jean
Verd ie r ,  Su lp ic ian ,  was  made Card ina l -Archb ishop.  He
had v is i ted  ihe  west  in  1923 and had becone s ix  years
la te r  suoer io r  qenera l  o f  h is  o rder .  As  Card ina l -
Archb ish6p  o f  Par i s ,  he  reca l led :  " I  w i l l  never
forqet the warm welcone given me in your hol^ses at
Mon l rea l  and in  your  incomparab le  miss ions" ' "

One o f  these incomparab le  n iss ions ,  S t '
Bon i face  Sanator ium,  occas ioned much anx ie ty ,  accor -
d jnq  to  the  chron ic les .  The t reasurer  genera l  ,
Mot ie r  A l la i re ,  had to  come to  p res ide  over  the
s ignature  o f  the  cons t ruc t ion  cont rac t .zu  D i f f i cu l -
t j6s. however, were overcome to the great joy of
n rch i i shop ae i i veau.  But  then on  May 28 , .  the .Arch-
bishoo sdffered a stroke. For sone t ime i t  was
tt 'orqht i t  miqht be fatal.  After the danger of death
oass6d i t  wai with sorrow that one could see the
if tereffects. His memorv came back slowly but he was
le f t  w i th  a  Ders is ten t  * ' .uk f i ; ; i  the  r i "gh t  s ide '21

Since mis for tune never  occurs s ing ly ,  on June
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29,  a t  the  schoo l  in  Les tock ,  jus t  opened fo r  12  days
s ince  i t s  nes tora t ion ,  an  exp los ion  occumed des-
t roy jng  a lmost  a l1  the  laundry  and the  bakery .  Mr .
Do l l ,  an  eng ineer ,  escaped  w i th  h js  l i f e  bu t  was
hor r ib ly  bur "ned.  In  thg^  absence o f  a  doc tor ,  the
nurses  

-had 
to  t rea t  h im.22

The s is te rs  s ing  da i l y  "0  Crux  Ave"  (Ha i1  the
Cross) ,  In  th is  they  fo l  low the  exanp le  o f  Mother
d 'Youv j l le  who taught  them tha t  the  c ross  br ings
forth good works. Fortunately, Providence offers
joys as well  as sorrows, So, on September 28, 1931 ,
the  sanator ium was f ina l l y  opened o f f i c ia l l y .  B ishop
} l ,  L ,  Jub jnv j l l e ,  v i ca r  genera l ,  gave  the  b less ing
ins tead o f  Archb ishop Be l iveau.  In  the  even ing ,  Hon.
John Bracken,  p r ime rn in is te r ,  cu t  the  r ibbon and
thanked the  Grey  Nuns pro fuse ly  fo r  hav ing  g iven
another  weapon to  the  prov ince  in  the  ba t t le  aga ins t
tubercu los is ,  He gave spec ia l  congra tu la t ions  to
S js te rs  S te :Emi  I  jenne who had brought  the  bu i ld ing  to
comp1et ion .23  Archb ishop  S inno t  

-o f  
Winn ipeg  sa id :

"The Grey Nuns have added a new page to their history
by  the  erec t ion  o f  th is  sanator ium wh ich  s tands  as
one o f  the  lead ing  ins t i tu t ions  o f  our  c i ty  and o f
our  p rov ince . "  Dr .  lpardman added h is  thanks  in  bo th
Eno l  i sh  and  French .z {

Patients began to be admitted October 5. There
were-more than 100 by the end of the year. Sister
Ste-Ern i l  ienne,  hav ing  comple ted  her  work  as  a  bu i l -
der ,  was  named prqy inc ia l  super io r  to  take  the  p lace
o f  S  i  s te r  D ionne .zJ

A shor t  wh i le  la te r  i t  was  learned tha t  B ishoD
Vi l leneuve had been appo in ted  Archb ishop o f  Quebec.
B ishop Grandbo is  wou ld  say :  "H is  humi l i t y  makes h im
af ra id ,  bu t  he  is  admi rab ly  qua l i f ied  fo r  th is
pos i t i on  to  ry ! i ch  H js  Ho l iness .  P ius  X I ,  has  jus t
ca l  led  h im,  "zo  As  fo r  the  fu tu re  card ina l ,  he
acknowledged the good wjshes of the Grey Nuns saying,
" l  arn rnoved by_your attention. I  cary Gravelbourg
in  nv  hear t .  " z /

In  fac t ,  the  Card ina l -Archb ishop o f  Quebec
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remained a lways  in te res ted  in  the  Western  miss ions '
He had seen the  Grey  Nuns a t  work  no t  on ly  in  l i t t le
S t .  Joseph 's  Hosp i ta l  ,  bu t  a l so  in  the  Ind ian
schoo ls ,  a  work  eminent ly  apos to l i c .  He many t imes
ora ised th is  work  o f  Ind ian  schoo ls .  He was no t  the
on ly  one to  apprec ia te  the  miss ionary  work  o f  the
sisters. From the school of -T-otten, now renamed
L i t t le  F lower  Schoo l  s ince  L929,zd  came the  fo l low ing
tr ibute to Mother Pjche: " l ' le recognize the great
good accompl jshed thanks  to  the  indefa t . igab le  e f fo r ts
o f  the  members  o f  your  o rder .  I f  a l l  the  sacr i f i ces
and good works could be recorde^d^ in a book, the book
wou ld  be  an  imoress ive  vo lune. t t

Also, at Fort Frances, Father Brassard wanted
to celebrate the 25 anniversary of St '  Marguerite
Schoo l .  There  was a  concer t ,  a  Mass  o f  Thanksg iv ing ,
and speeches jn French and in 0i ibway. Two dramas
and a comedy were performed by the pupils to the
de l ioh t  o f  the  aud ience.  The c l imax cane when a
Meti i  named Maurjce Bruyire, who had been the f irst
pup i l  enro l led  a t  the  schoo l ,  read a  speech o f  h is
own comoos i t ion ,  Wi th  e loquence he  rev iewed the
h is to ry  o f  the  ins t j tu t ion  and sa id  he  was happy to
express the grati tude of al l  to Father Brassard, the
f i rs t  p r inc ipa l ,  to  S is te r  G i ra rd ,  the  f i rs t  super ig l
and to 'S j ; te ;  M i rguer i te -Mar ie ,  the  f i rs t  teacher .30

Recogn iz ing  the  progress  made by  these schoo ls
on reserves ,  j t  was  normal  tha t  any  c los ing  o f  them
would be made wjth regret. But the hour was coming
to  g ive  up  the  schoo l  a t  Les tock ,  the  re l  ig ious
oersonne l  o f  wh ich  moved to  S t ,  Bon i face
Sanator jun ,3 l  In  the  f j rs t  days  o f  Apr i1 ,  1932 the
ins t i tu t ion  was handed over  to  the  0b la te  S is te rs  who
carried on the work begun 35 years ago.

The Grey Nuns continued, however, the school at
Lebret even though f ire destroyed i t  on Noygmber 13
for the second t ime in less than 30 years." There
were no vict ims s i  n^c^e the people had rushed to the
a id  o f  the  pup i ls .33  0nc 'e  r io re ,  the  c lasses  and
rel igious personnel had to nove to the former church,
in the bas6ment of the new oner to the city hal l  and
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to  the  0b la te  Sco las t ica te .  Teach ing  cont inued under
these cond i t jons ,  the  s is te rs  be ing  conf jdent  they
wou ld  be  ab le  to  have the  schoo l  rebu i l t . re

In  S te-Anne-  de  s  -Ch6nes there  was a  ce lebra t ion
of  a  f j f t ie th  ann iversary ,  tha t  o f  the  found ing  o f
the  convent  in  1883.  0n  th is  occas ion  the  fo l low ing
s ta t j s t j cs  were  prov ided:  7 ,000 pup i ls  had a t tended
the  ins t i tu t ion  in  the  course  o f  a  ha l f -cen tury .
Three had become priests; seventy had becone s_isters;
many o thers  had founded Chr is t ian  fami l ies . r )

The great event of the year 1933 was the
appointment of a coad jutor-frchb i  shop for the see of
St .  Bon i face .  Archb ishop En i le  Ye1 le ,  a  Su lp ic ian ,
was consecrated at Notre Dame Church in Montreal,
September 21,, by Bishops Gauthier of Montreal,
Pap ineau o f  Jo l  ie t te  and Char lebo is  o f  Keewat in . ro
The sermon was g iven by  B ishop A.  Me lanson o f  Grave l -
bourg whose area "was part of the Canadian West which
is  be ing  tes ted  most  c rue l l y  in  these days , " "

Archb ishop^^Be l  j veau w i th  nany  o f  the  c le rgy
went to Montrealro and also to l . l innipeg where the new
Archbishop was welcomed on 0ctober lB, "Al l  St.
Boniface is on i ts feet. The receotion was both
ent ius ias t i c  and impress ive .  More  than a  thousand
peop le ,  inc lud ing  c iv ic  leaders , .  took  par t  in  the
orocess ion " ,

The  nex t  day ,  A rchb ishop  Ye l le  fu l f i l l ed  a
promise he made to the sjsters at Montreal and he
went  to  the  prov inc ia l  house.  Mother  P ich6 accom-
panied by her secretary having just returned from a
v is i t  to  the  Fan Nor th ,  was  there  to  q ree t  h im.  The
coad ju to r  Archb ishop ce lebra ted  in  

- the  
renovated

chape' l  .  To recal I  his rnemorable predecessors, the
cha l ice  o f  B ishop Provencher  was p laced upon the
a l ta r .  Address ing  the  s is te rs ,  the  Archb ishop sa id
h is  las t  v is i t  in  Mont rea l  had been to  the  mother
house;  h is  f i rs t  v is i t  in  S t .  Bon i face  was to  the
same Grey Nuns of Montreal "who have such a f ine
reputa t ion  in  S t .  Bon i face .  Your  h is to ry  i s  ming led
wi th  the  h is to ry  o f  Red R iver . "  Dur ing  the  recept ion
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after Mass, the sisters were free to admire the chain
* t r i . t r  haa 6e longed to  Archb ishop Tache and wh ich .  now
suDDorted the pictoral cross of the speaker. Also
thby  looked a t  the  r jng  wh. ich  was g iven to  h im by
Car i jna l  Verd ie r ,  the  super io r  genera l  o f  the  Su lp i -
i ians .  Mr .  Rorneo Neveu.  the  i lnmed ia te  super io r  o f
Mr, Yel le when he was a professor at the maior
seminarv .  sa jd :  "Sa in t -Su lp jce  w j thout  subt rac t ing
anv  Su lo ic ian ,  now has  another  b ishop added to  i t s
ra i ' ks . " '  The new b jshop rep l ied :  " l  in tend to  re rna in
a  Su lo ic ian  more  than ever . "  These words  were
cer ta i 'n1y  no t  d isp leas ing  to  the  s is te rs .  o f  S t .
Bonifacel consciot is. as they were, of the lgItS
tradit ion of benefi is received frorn the venerable
Cornpany o f  Sa in t  Su lP ice .

Archb ishop Ye l le  quoted  f rom a  le t te r  by  B ishop
Tache to  h is  

'mother :  
"The Grey  Nuns s top  a l l

i l l nesses ,  They  g ive  the  bes t  poss ib le  ca re . . -What
I  apprec ia te  rno i t - i s  the i r -  apos to la te  w i th  ch i ld ren
and' i ick people, an apostolate even rnore -appr-eciated
s ince  Man i toba  i s  by  no  means  a l l  Ca tho l i c . "  Th is
was an  op in ion  shared en t i re ly  by  the  new Archb ishop
who knew'how thorny  the  ques t ion  b f  schoo ls  remained.

He looked with satisfact ion on the growth of
the  Ins t i tu te .39  Dur ing  1933 new works  were  under -
taken at Montreal with [otre Dame Establ ishment and
the  management  p rov ided to  Pas teur  Hosp i ta l .  In  the
beq inn in i  o f  1934 i t  was  dec jded to  open a  nov i t ia te
at-St. Aibert 40 and in the fol lowing September there
was beoun the  Marquer i te  d 'Youv i l le  Ins t i tu te ,  a
schoo l  i f f i l i a ted  w i th  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Mont rea l  fo r
nurses  who w jsh  to  ob ta in  a  bacca laureate  degree in
nurs  i  ng  care .

Archb ishop Ye11e jo ined lead ing  c i t i zens  o f
canaaa' in wei.of i ing tt 'u hionour given t;  Mother Piche
bv His Ma.iestv Kin'q Georqe V who gave the t i t le 9f
;;*;'c;;;"r-d"rloi if," ora,i'. of ihe dritish Ernpire. al
Humble  l i t t le  Mother  P iche,  who had jus t  cornp le ted
her  second t r ip  to  the  Po lar  c i rc le ,  a t t r . ibu ted  th is
honour to the r ir issionaries in the West and Far North.
She had great pleasure when her opinion was expressed



250

in  a  t r ibu te  rnade to  her  by  the  pup i ls  o f  the  S is te rs
of the Holy Cross who tmote on November 13: "When
Bishop Provencher went to your jnst i tute on Septenber
13,  1843 to  ask  fo r  miss ionar ies  to  qo  and break
bread w i th  the  ch i ld ren  o f  h is  vas t  

-d iocese.  
the

grea t  b ishop  was  d iv ine ly  insp i red .  He  cou ld  no t
have done be t te r  than to  address  h imse l f  to  hero ines-
, . .The po la r  so l  i tudes  have been chanqed in to  centers
o f  happ iness .  The t rans format ion  o f  

- the  
na t ives  has

been the  masterp iece  o f  Chr is t ian i tv  in  the  ex t reme
Nor th , .  . I t  i s  ho t  surpr is ing  tha t -  your  apos to l  i c
labour  has  earned fo r  ybu ,  f r6m the  h ighes t  hu thor i -
t ies ,  recogn j t ion  o f  your  work  as  marve l lous
c iv j l i ze rs .  The honour  g iven to  the  Mother  re f lec ts
on the  daughters  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  wor thy  he i rs
o f  her  v i r tues  and example . "

When she came to  Winn ipeg,  Thursday  morn ing
January  31 ,  1935,  the  ass is tan t -genera l  Mothe i
Evange l  ine  -Ga l  lan t  learned some d is tu rb ing  news.
Mother  S te-Ern i l jenne,  who came to  the  s ta t ion- to  meet
her, informed her that the eveninq before Sister
Domi t i  lde  Car r ie re  had d jed  a t  the  age o f  th i r ty -
one,4z Pneunonia had carr ied her off  after oniv
three days in bed. She had passed the supreme tesi
w i th  seren i ty .  I t  was  sa jd :  " l t  was  jus t  as  i f  she
had gone as leep,  She le f t  on ly  good memor ies  and
deep regrets .  "

Another drama came to sadden the grey family
about  f i ve  months  la te r  on  June 13 .  Th is  happened a l
For t  F rances  Schoo l  a t  6  o 'c lock  in  the  morn ino .
S js te r  Ju l ie t te  Lavo ie ,  in  her  capac i ty  as  baker ,  w is
in  the  course  o f  pu t t ing  the  dough in to  the  knead ing
mach ine  when i t  iaught -her  s lee ie  and then her  a rn
and head. Two empioyees heard her ca1' l  ing out and
a ler ted  the  who le  hou ie .  Fa ther  de  Bre tagn i  had jus t
s ta r ted  Mass .  He in te r rup ted  i t  and amived jus t  in
t ime to  b r ing  re l ig ious  he lp  to  the  dy ing  woman.  Her
hear t  was  s t i  I  I  bea t ing  bu t  i t  s topped shor t l y
afterward. The sisters were engulfed with grief at
the tragedy of a generous soul taken frorn the Grey
Nuns after ten years of service to the Lord. She ha-d
been the one who at the Totten school f i re did so
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much to  t ry  to  save the  I i fe  o f  S is te r  S t -A l f red .
Th is  day  i t  was  her  tu rn  to  d ie  unexpected ly  as  she
was performing a humbie task. She had not yet
cornp leted her 33rd year. The mortal remains were
t ranspor ted  to  the  prov ' inc ia l  house in  June 14 .  A
la rge  number  o f  s is te rs  rece ived the  body  o f  the i r
dear  compan ion  in  respec t fu l  s i lence.  The weather
was in hanmony with what was experienced jn the
hear ts  o f  the  re l ig ious  fami ly  shar ing  in  the  gr ie f
o f  the  Lavo ie  fami ly ,  one o f  the  o ldes t  in  S t .
Boniface. Her poor mother had- been inforrned of the
news by  her  son i ,  the  pr ies t ,43

How mysterious are the designs of Providence
and how they  make us  med i ta te  on  the  B ib l i ca l  pas-
sage3 "You know not the day nor the hour. " That is
why i t  is necessary always to be in a state of
readiness, This was the exhortat ion made to the
e igh t  nov ices  who on  February  15  bound themse lves  to
God by  re l ig ious  vows.  S is te r  Fer land a lso  wro te
tha t  four  more  pos tu lan ts  had made the i r  en t ry  ten
days  ear l ie r .  The secre tary  o f  the  v is i to r  fa i th fu l -' l y  

recorded the  de ta i l s  o f  the  t r ip  and the  events
wh ich  marked the  s tay  a t  each n iss ion .  Th is  i s  the
role of the secretary who accompanies the Mother
Genera l  o r  her  de legate ,  as  s t ipu la ted  by  the  cons-
t i tu t ions .  An o f f i c ia l  v is i t  i s  made every  f i ve
years by the general authority and every year by
those in  charge o f  the  canon ica l  p rov inces ,  The i r
reports provide pnecious information for the history
o f  the  order ,

These reports are supplemented by the cor-
respondence w i th  the  mother  house,  the  chron ic les  o f
each  miss ion ,  the  news bu l le t ins ,  a l1  des igned  to
fo l  low the  prescr ip t  ions  o f  B  ishop Bourget  who
recommended them as neans of keeping up union of
hear ts  desp i te  d is tance.  The records  have a lso  been
the means of f ixing the present for the benefi t  of
future generations for whom the former present is now
the Dast .

I t  i s  c lear  the  ch ie f  o f f i c ia l  o rgan o f  con-
mun ica t jon  was the  communi ty  anna ls  where  one f inds ,
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for the date of october 7, 1935, the results of the
qu inquenn ia l  e lec t ion .  Mother  Ga l lan t  rep laced
Mother  P iche a t  the  he lm;  thnee ex-Man i toban i  were
chosen to  serve  on  the  genera l  counc i l :  S is te rs
D ionne ,  A i la i re  and  Duf f in .  The  f i f th ,  S is te r  R .A .
Laberge,  had been A lber ta  p rov inc ia l  and she was
rep laced by  S is te r  S te-Ern j  I  ienne who had been prov jn -
c ia l  o f  S t .  Bon i face  s ince  l93 l ,aa  Th is  las t  nomi -
na t ion  le f t  a  vacancy  jn  S t .  Bon i face .  I t  was  f i l l ed
by  S is te r  B ianche Labrosse,  un t i l  then  mis t ress  o f
nov ices .  Wi th  her  appo in tment  as  p rov inc ia l  supe-
r io r ,  she  was rep iaced- jn  tu rn  by  S id te r  S te-Cro ix .as

| i i th  these nominat ions ,  the  face  o f  the  coun-
c i l s  o f  admin is t ra t ion  changed bu t  the  ob jec t ive
remained: to stand amongst the people of God, recal-
l ing to them that there- is a rdad'toward th6 father
whose Providence watches over their needs; to service
one 's  b ro thers  and s is te rs  th rouqhout  a l l  humani tv
fo l low ing  the  Mother  o f  un iversa l -char i ty .

_  Th is  sp i . r i t  o f  ava i lab i l i t y  had  insp i red  B ishop
Eourget to djrect the steps of Bishop provencner
toward  th is  ins t i tu te  founded by  Mother  d 'youv i l le ,
fo r  whom he a lways  had a  spec ia l  

-adn i ra t ion .  
Another

historic bond between St. Boniface and Montreal dated
back to 1836 when the distr ict of Montreai had been
erected into a diocese. Bishop provencher had
conmunicated to Archbishop Lart igue the happy res-
ponse to the request that had been made to Rome while
both  were  in  the  e te rna l  c i t y ,ao

At Montreal there was a celebration of the
centenary of this event. The coadju tor-Archb i  shop of
Mont rea l ,  B ishop Gauth ie r ,  spoke o f  the  po l i cv  o f
mjss jon  expans ion  adopted  by  h is  i l l us tn iou .s_  pr ide-
cessors ,  d i rec ted  par t i cu la r l y  to  the  West .a / '

Scarce ly  two weeks  la te r ,  the  anna l is t  o f  S t .
Bonjface recounts with many detai ls a noteworthy page
of  h is to ry .  0n  t4ay  27 ,  1936,  H is  Eminence Ca ia in i t
V i l leneuve,  en  rou te  to  Sa in t  A lber t  where  he  was to
confer  the  fu l lness  o^ f  the  pr ies thood on  B ishop-e lec t
Jean Louis Coudert,4s stopbed at St. Bonif jcj  ano
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v is i ted  the  ins t j tu t ions  o f  the  Grey  Nuns.  A t
Hoso ice  Tache the  e lder ly  pa t ien ts  g ree ted  h im wh i le
s i t t inq  a lonq the  en t ranc6 way '  The Pr ince  o f  the
Church"  s topp id  to  chat  w i th  each one '  A t  the
hoso ice .  s6 i reone sa id  a f te rwards :  "He is  a  rea l
oent leman and fu l l  o f  fun . "  When he met  the  s is te rs
ot the hospice, where a deparqqent for ret ired
pr ies ts  had jus t  been organ ized,av  .he  heard  Arch-
b ishop Ye l le  say :  "A f te r  what  you have s€en,  tm l -
nence,  I  do  no t  iave  to  te l l  you  what  the  s is te rs  a re
do jnq ,  You have seen fo r  yourse l f .  They  are  even
do in i  the  work  o f  the  b ishop,  fo r  the  b ishop is
char ied  w i th  look ing  a f te r  the  poor . "  The eminent
v is i io r  rep l ied  in  good hu tnour :  "S is te rs ,  I  recog-
n ize  you n6 t  on ly  by  your  works  bu t  a lso  by  your . 'bad
soir i i . '  You hive-emulated Deacon Lawrence and you
hhve made a show of your treasures, the poor, - in

order to prove that you are doing bishops' work.
Ser ious ly ,  l  thank  you in  the  nane o f  the  Church  and
of  the  A ishops .  Perhaps  we have no t  enough v i r tue
and we are I 'eaving you'with most of the .heavy work
wh i . le  reserv jng  fo r  burse lves  the  lacework?"

In  the  communi ty  room o f  the  prov inc ia l .  house,
the  banter  cont inued.  Archb ishop Ye l le  sa id :  " i f
vou were not an 0blate I would say only that the Grgy-Nuns 

were  the  f i rs t  aux i l  ia r ies  o f  Archb ishop Tache.
I f  I  were  no t  a  Su lp ic ian ,  I  wou ld  say  tha t  they .were
founded by  Sa in t  Su lp ice .  I f  you  d id  no t .  res ide  a t
Ouebec,  I -  wou ld  sav ' the i r  mother  house is  in  Mon-
i rea l .  l f  vou  had no t  been b ishop o f  Grave lbourg ,  I
would tel l  lou they have spread to every corner of
the  West . "  

-  
The C l rd ina l  Archb ishop thanked Arch-

b ishop  Ye l le ,  say ing ,  "What  he  d id  no t  te l l  me '
S js te is ,  I  know a l ready  and I  see  tha t  whatever
faults you may have are due to your being daughters
o f  Sa in i  Su lp ice ! . . .  Your  works  a re  t ru ' l y  admi rab le .
You do  mi ra i les  fo l low ing  in  the  foo ts teps  o f  the
Lord ,  a l though no t  as  rap id ly  as  He d id ' . .  Somet imes
I  say  tha t  communi t ies  l i ke  yours  a re  a  c ross  to r  a
b ish6p,  bu t  a  c ross  o f  go1d,  

-spec i f i ca l l y  
devoted  to

works of charity. "

The Grey Nuns were again in the honours, though
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th js  t ime  ind i rec t l y ,  when  on  Ju ly  26 ,  1936 ,  the
Commiss ion  o f  H is to r ic  S i tes  jmnor ta l i zed  the  mernory
of Christophe Dufrost de La Jemmerais, the younger
bro ther  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  A t  the  Forks  o f  the
Roseau there was erected a conmemorative plggue to
nark  the  p lace  o f  h i s  bur ia l ,  May  i0 ,  1736 . ru  The
young man of 28 years, l jeutenant to La Verendrye,
had d ied  o f  deor iva t ion  and hunqer  wh i le  h is  cous ins
tr ied to carry him from Fort Maurepas to Fort St.
Char les ,  He had a l ready  accompan ied  h is  unc le  fo r
several years and had gained his trust. He took part
in  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  For t  S t .  P ieme a t  the  p lace
where  Ra iny  R iver  has  i t s  source  a t  the  foq ! 'o f  a
s l igh t  rap id  near  the  town o f  For t  F rances . ) r  The
four pioneers had made a stoD there on their unfor-
gettable journey of 1844 and, since 1906, the Grey
Nuns had had the  d j rec t ion  o f  S t ,  Marguer i te  Schoo l .
More than one sister ref lected, fol lowing these
h is to r ica l  p recedents ,  tha t  Prov idence had done
th ings  we11.  The unc le  and the  bro ther  o f  Mother
d 'Youv j l le  had preceded her  sp i r i tua l  daughters  to
the West and had opened her way for them, as i t  were.

The Ind ian  schoo ls ,  inc lud ino  tha t  o f  Lebre t
which had reopened on F;bruary 291s2 deserved the
h igh  pra ise  wh ich  the  au thor j t ies  gave dur ing  the i r
v js i t s .  They  were  a lways  as ton ished a t  the  progress
and success  o f  the  pup i ls .  The s is te rs  had imposed
on themselves nany hardships for Iong years now.
Catech ism was taught  to  adu l ts ,  and the  s is te rs  d id
not fear to l ive in tents durinq the summer in order
to  p rov ide  schoo l  ing  fo r  thern .53

In  v iew o f  such success  i t  v tas  no t  surDr is ino
for  the  s is te r "s  to  rece jve  an  appea l  to  es tab l  j s I
themse lves  a t  Berens  R iver ,  a  miss ion  s i tua ted  about
two hundred miles north of St, Boniface where the
0b la te  S is te rs  had been teach ing  fo r  a  year .  The
Sau l teaux  had exoressed a  des i re  to  have a  hosDi ta l
and s ince  the  0b l 'a te  Miss ionar ies  were  no t  t ra ined as
nurses, Father Lamontagne forwarded their request to
Mother Mann who had been chosen as provincial supe-
r io r  in  March ,  1937.  He rece ived a  favourab le  rep ly :
f i ve  s is te rs  wou ld  be  sent  to  th is  pos t  wh ich  was fa r



-

255

ofawav no t  so  much in  mi les  as  in  the  prob lens
comi run ica t ion .s4

Generous  sou ls  were  inv i ted  to  enro l  as  foun-
dresses .  These were  S is te rs  Mar ie -du-Carmel  ,  Mar ie -
Lou ise  Lacro jx ,  Armand ine  Savo ie ,  Mar ia  Beno i t  and
Jeanne Morand,  0n  September  6  a t  3 :00  p .m.  they  rode
to Se I k i  rk bv car wi th Fathers Larnontagne and de
Grandor6, Mother Mann and Sjster Breux' They boarded
the  dh ip ,  Kenora ,  wh ich  ra ised anchor  a f te r  some
delav. Thev went down the Red River and reached Lake
Winnioeo wirere the waves l{ere more noticeable.
S is te i^  lac ro ix ,  to  whom fe l l  the  lo t  o f  chron ic le r ,
bare ly  escaped " lake  s jckness ' "  .When they  reached
por t , "an  a i rp lane came to  sa lu te . the  .passengers  w i th
i ts  w jnqs .  b is tance wou ld  be  reduced to  p rac t ica l l y
no th ing-on  board  an  i ron  b i rd !

Wednesday,  September  8 ,  they  v i -s i ted  the- l i t t le
wooden hosp i t i l '  w i th  a  capac i ty  o f  about -  f i f teen
oat ien ts  who wou ld  be  in  the  care  o f  S is te r  Mar ie -du-
barmel and Sister Morand. The doctor would make a
v is i t  on ly  once a  year .  The super io r  had-  to  v is j t
no t  on lv  ihose on  the  reserve  bu t  a lso  the  few l , lh i tes
l i v ing  

- in  
the  ne ighbourhood.  S is te r  Beno i t  becane

teach6r  wh i le  S is te rs  Lacro ix  and Savo ie  took  on  the
jobs of cook, housekeeper and seamstress. Berens was
i  t i t t te  l j k ;  the  Far  Nor th  f rom the  po in t  o f  v iew o f
so l  i tude  and d ivers i ty  o f  employment .  Mother .Ga l -' lant, 

superior general,  with her secretary made an
unexiectid visi t-on Sepiember 28 and the program took
its usual course. By December 31, twenty-seven
oatients had been adrnit ted and they had given out two
hundred and eighty-six prescript ions, made twenty-two
v is i ts  and h  a-d  6egun to  becbme fami l ia r  w i th  the
Sau l teaux  l  anguage '

One o f  the  ch ie f  hardsh ips  was the  imegu lar i t y
of the mail .  More than two -qronths would go by
sometimes between del iveries.)r But when they
ar r ived ,  the  messages f ron  abroad wou ld  be  l i te ra l l y
devourei l .  Reading them, the sisters were informed
that  the  schoo l  aCSt .  F ranQois -Xav ie r ,  des t royed by
f j re ,  had been rebu i l t  so  tha t  the  pup i ls  were  ab le
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to  take  oossess ion  in  mid-October .s6

As fo r  the  nov i t ia te .  cons t ruc t ion  was f in ished
by the beginning of December. 0n the 15th i t  was
b lessed by  Archb ishop Ye l le  in  the  presence o f  many
pr ies ts  and gues ts .  The bu i ld ing  was ad jacent  to  the
o ld  wh i te  house.  The beaut i fu l  l i l acs  wh ich  b loomed
every  spr ing  were  moved to  the  back .57

Gravelbourg was easjer to get to than Berens
River  and ye t  the  s i tua t ion  o f  S t .  Joseph 's  Hosp i ta l
remained p iecar ious ,  B ishop Guy,  the  nbw b isho i .  58
wou ld  no t  have an  easy^  task ,  the  reg ion  a lways  be ing
af fec ted  by  drought . rv  Th is  s i tua t ion  presented  an
occas ion  fo r  the  s is te rs  to  show so l idar i t y  a rnong
thenseives as witnessed by a letter from Sister
Routh ie r  to  Mother  Ga l lan t ,  l i s t ing  the  houses  f rom
which  mater ia l  a id  had been rece ived,  inc lud ing  the
es tab l i shments  in  S t .  Bon i face  and Reg ina  Hosp i ta l ,
She added,  "We have our  conf idence in  Prov idence
reaff i  rmed . "6o

The s is te rs  a t  the  orov inc ia l  house were
surpr ised  one day ,  the  norn ing  o f  January  1 ,  1939,
when they  saw s i t t ing  in  the  chape l  one o f  the
sisters whon they did not expect to see for a long
time. Sister Marie-du-Carmel had corne fron Berens
River  by  a i fp lane,  soneth ing  wh ich  as ton ished her
conpanions.oa The one who always took the last seat
found herse l f  on  an  a i rp lane t r ip .  Th is  was because
there was no doctor at Berens and the oovernment had
dec ided to  send her  down fo r  supp l ies . -  Her  s tay  was
of short duration as she soon returned with new
mater ia l  and news fo r  the  miss ionar ies .

The rooms a t  the  prov inc ia l  house,  f reed by  the
open ing  o f  the  nov i t j i te ,  were  now be ing  t rans formed
in to  an  in f i rmary .oz  The work  w i th  o rphans was
drawing to a close. For some years now, these
ch i ld ren  had been p laced jn  the  d i f fe ren t  board ing
houses ,  o r  thanks  to  the  St .  Ade lard  we l fa re  soc ie ty ,
confided to foster homes. At the orphanage 2,8,3-6
proteges had been sheltered since i ts ioundit ion'.63
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In March, the statue representing Mother
d 'Youv i l le  was t rans fer red  f ron  the  hosDi ta l  to  the
land o f  the  prov inc ia l  house.  G iven to  S is te r  Luc ie
by  the  so ld ie rs ,  i t  was  p laced near  the  cor r idor
be tween the  nov i t ia te  and the  orov inc ia l  house.

In  Aor i l  there  was a  cons idera te  a r t i s t i c
success .  

'  
The mus jc  pup i  1s  o f  S js te r  B lanche

Br isebo is  were  inv i ted  to  b roadcas t  on  rad io .
V io l in ,  ce11o,  p iano,  t rombone,  corne t ,  and drums
were al l  brought together by the young vjrtuosos who
had had lessons fron a true art ist.  Everyone recog-
n ized the  exceot iona l  ta len t  o f  S is te r  Br isebo is .
Mus ic  had a  h igh  p ' lace  among the  Grey  Nuns.  S is te r
Laorave had once said that "chi ldren can be attracted
by-  s ing ing . "  Th is  t rad i t ion  was main ta ined,  and
courses of music wg1"e organized for teachers during
the  sumner  season.64

Dur ing  May,  a  bu i ld ing  cont rac t  was  s igned fo r
a  new wing  a t  S t .  Norber t  convent .  The ins t i tu t ion
had establ ished a complete course in hone eco-[omics.
They wanted to produc'e "unparal leled women!"65

The chron ic le r  d id  no t  l im i t  herse l f  to  the
ac t iv i t ies  o f  the  Grey  Nuns.  She no ted ,  Ju ly  25 ,
w i th  percept jb le  emot ion  desp i te  her  te legraph ic
s ty le :  "S i l ve r  jub i lee  o f  A rchb ishop  Be l i veau 's
consecra t ion l  example  o f  submiss ion  to  the  w i l l  o f
God. "  " I  thank  God fo r  hav ino  been a f f l i c ted  w i th  a
stroke, for I  could never haie done the good which
has  been accompl ished by  Archb ishop Ye l le . "

In  the  chron ic le  fo r  August  31 ,  there  is  record
of the departure of f ive sisters of the Congregation
of Notre-Dane for Japan. They stopped at St, Boni-
face  on  the i r  way  over .

However ,  the  anna l is t  le f t  to  another  pen the
record ing  o f  the  c los ing  o f  the  Orphanage in  ! { inn ipeg
which had to be abandoned to take on a new foundation
at Ste-Rose-du-Lac at the insistence of Archbishop
Sinnot t ,  The Grey  Nuns had worked in  t l inn ipeg fo r  38
years .  S is te r  Duf f in  had wr i t ten  about  the  ch i ld ren :
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"They  spec ia l i ze  in  ge t t ins  in to  a  f  i qh t . , '  The i r
a t t i tude  had qu ick ly -changed,  so  nuch 'so  tha t  the
ins t i tu t ion  had a  reputa t ion  as  be ing  the  bes t  in  the
cap i ta l  c i t y .  The orphans were  taught  up  to  Grade
VI I I  and then g iven an  apprent icesh- ip  fo r  a  t rade.
One v js i to r  wou ld  say . ,  "Th is  i s  no t  an 'o rphanage;  i t
r s  a  Tamt  t v  nouse .  " " "

The S js te rs  o f  Prov idence o f  K ings ton  took  over
the  work  on  Ju ly  31  and car r ied  on  the  apos to ia te  o f
the  Grey  Nuns who were  ce lebra t ing  the  20bth  ann iver -
sary  o f  the i r  b i r th .o /  I t  was  a lso  the  200th  an-
n iversary  o f  the  found ing  o f  For t  Rouge by  S ieur  La
Verendrye, The anniversary was celebrat-ed with a
f lour ish :  a  parade o f  -a l  lego i i ca l  f loa ts  i l l us t ra t ing
the  d i f fe ren t  works  o f  the  Grey  Nuns.  The process io i
passed by  the  prov inc ia l  house to  s top ,  some d is tance
away,  a t  a  pas ture  f ie ld  ca l led  un t i l  tha t  t ime , , the
cou lee . "  Th is  f ie ld  has  now become the  maqn i f i cenr
La Verendrye Park where there exists a non-ument to
the great discoverer, The chronicler wonders: ' ,When
La Verendrye  sa id  good-bye to  h is  n iece ,  Marquer i te
d 'Youv i l l e ,  d id  he  have  any  ink l ing  tha t  a  fe i  years
from then the modest widow would iound a new r-el io-
ious  communi ty?  What  surpr ise  he  wou ld  have fe l t  i f
he  cou ld  fo resee tha t  th is  ins t i tu te  wou ld  cone,
a lmost  100 years  1a ter ,  to  es tab l  i sh  a  convent  a t
For t  Rouge! "  In  a  p leasant  ve in ,  she  wro te :  "Mother
d 'Youv i l le  whose s ta tue  is  on  our  land must  look  w i th
pride at this corner of the earth where there has
been raised a monument to the memory of her uncie,, '68

Celebra t ions  on  the  200th  ann iversarv  o f  the
Grey Nuns were I ikewise grandiose in Montieal ano
were crowned by a tr ibute coming from the very
h ighes t  .au thor i t y :  H is  Ho l iness ,  

-pope  p ius  V I  wno
sent  Mother  Genera l  a  Bene Merent i  med i l .  , ,a  d is t inc -
t ion  gran ted  by  reason o f  the  generous  labours
under taken in  the  miss ion  f ie ld  and io r  vour  works  o f
educat ion  and in  the  apos to la te . , ,  Arc l ib ishoo I Ide-
brando Antoniutt i  presented this impressive decora-
t ion  to  Mother  Ga l lan t  on  December  2 i  and sa id  i t  was
a p ledge o f  the  Sovere ign  pont i f f , s  in te res t  in  the
wonder fu l  works  o f  the  Congregat ion .6e
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These works were rneeting with success every-
where .  Thus ,  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l  opened a  new
dispensary  fo r  poor  pa t ien ts .  "There  has  been p laced
in  the  bu i ld ing  a  conmemora t ive  sea l  in  recogn i t ion
o f  the  200th  ann iversary  o f  the  insp i r ing  thought  o f
Venerab le  Mother  d 'Youv i l le .  I t  was  inauoura ted  19
January  1939.  What  was to  be  spec ia l i y  u ider l ineo ,
wro te  S is te r  Breux ,  was  the  sens i t j ve  ges ture  o f  the
Pres jdent  o f  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Man i toba,  Dr .  Srn j th ,
in  sp i te  o f  g rea t  d i f f i cu l ty  began h is  address  w i th
a few words in French to render homaoe to al l  that
the  French Canad ians  had done fo r  the-prov ince .  "70

For  the i r  par t ,  the  Grey  Nuns saw in  th is  new
un i ty  a  means o f  he lp ing  the i r  c l ien te le  nore  e f fec-
t i ve ' l y  " fo r  in  many cases ,  the  pa t ien ts '  a i lnen ts
were  caused by  unhea l thy  sur round ings .  Cer ta in
s i tua t ions  cou ld  be  remedied  by  home v is i ts . "

The hosp i ta i  bu i l t  a t  S te-Rose-du-Lac  was begun
on September 15, 1938 and opened i ts doors the
fo l low ing  February  7 ,  I t  was  none too  soon,  fo r  the
par ish ioners  th rough the i r  p r ies t ,  Fa ther  Theore t ,
had been ask ing  fo r  a  hosp i ta l  s ince  1935,  They  had
no other resource than the Protestant hosoital 25
mi les  away,  I t  had no t  been poss ib le  then to  neet
the  reques t  as  a  resu l t  o f  a  shor tage o f  s is te rs .
But  the  par ish  pr ies t ,  w i th  the  suppor t  o f  Archb ishop
Sinnot t  and Dr .  L ione l  Gendreau,  had re tu rned two
years later and i t  was then that the solut ion was
taken o f  ced ing  the  orphanage a t_Uinn ipeq to  another
commun i  t y  and idopt ing  s te - f tose .71

The bu i ld ing  had d inens ions  o f  72  fee t  by  45
and had room fo r  45  pa t ien ts .  Archb ishop S innot t
congra tu la ted  Father  Theore t ,  say ing  to  h im:  "Your
hope has been unswerving, " He sent a telegram to
Mother  Genera l  in  these words :  " l  make mvse l f  the
in te rpre ter  o f  the  par ish  pr ies t ,  the  c le rgy  and the
who le  popu la t ion  o f  S te-Rose in  express ing  our  joy  g !
hav ing  the  Grey  Nuns in  th js  magn i f i cen t  t r t sp i ta l . "72

The t i t le  o f  foundresses  o f  th is  venture  was
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shared by  S js te rs  Ber the  Menard ,  S te-Euphemie ,  A l i ce
Marcoux ,  Ber the  Deners ,  Ann Hopcra f t ,  Eugen ie
B i lodeau and Anna Gosse l in ,  They  had occas ion  to
prove their zeal when seven patients were
hosp i ta l  j zed  on  the  very  day  o f  the  o f f i c ia l  open ing .

St .  Bon j face  Sanator ium,  a  re la t i ve ly  recent
work ,  a lso  had to  be  ex tended,  A  f loor  was added to
the chapel and above the preventative roon, thus
a l low ing  another  30  pa t ien ts  to  be  rece ived.  As  we l l
there  was a  c lassroom fo r  ch i ld ren  who fo l lowed a
spec ia l i y  adapted  program.T3 At  Reg ina ,  the  cancer
c l in ic  was opened,  a  p ro jec t  wh ich  had been in  the
p lann ing  s tages  s ince  the  ear ly  30 's ,  bu t  wh ich  had
had t.o. be postponed on account of economic condit-
ions . '+  I t  cou ld  be  sa id  tha t  "every th ing  was fo r
the  bes t  in  the  bes t  o f  a l l  poss ib ie  wor lds ,  "  A las ,
war broke out in Europe, the war dreaded for many
years  now,  about  wh ich  Pope P ius  XI  had sa id  in  1935:
"War would be a crime so enormous, a manifestat ion so
foo l i sh  and un th inkab le  tha t  we do  no t  be l ieve  one
wj l l  be  poss ib le . ' r7s  The Lord  spared h is  servant  the
angu ish  o f  see ing  Europe in  b1ood.  He d ied  February
10 ,  1939  and  on  March  2  H is  Ho l iness  Pope  P ius  X I I
became the head of the government of the church in
th js  to rnented  per iod .

At Fort Frances School there occurred on
January  10 ,  1940 an  inc jdent  to  say  the  leas t  un fore-
seen. A young Indian aged 19 years becane gravely
i l l .  He was expe l led  f ro rn  a  ne ighboq4 ing  hosp i ta l  on
the  ground tha t  "he  was no t  Trea ty" .  /o  Hav ing  spoken
to  h is  "quand ian"  o f  h i s  des i re  to  d ie  in  a  Ca tho l i c
ins t i tu t r .on ,  the  guard ian  approached the  miss ion
schoo l .  Wi thout  hes i ta t ion  he  knocked on  the  door
and presented  h is  reques t .  A  regu la r  commot ion
ensued.  The dormi to ry  o f  the  l i t t le  boys  was changed
in to  a  bedroom and the  pa t jen t  was  p laced there .  He
showed h is  happ iness  by  s rn i l ing  a t  each o f  h is
nurses ,  H is  hea l th  de ter io ra ted  rap id ly ;  he  was
for t i f jed  w i th  re l ig ious  r i tes  and exp i red  peacefu l l y
a t  B :00  p .m. ,  f i ve  and a  ha l f  hours  a f te r  h is  admis-
s ion .  The w i tnesses  a t  h is  death  were  deep lv  moved
by the  gr ie f  o f  h is  adopt ive  fa ther .77
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Th is  event  conf i rmed in  the i r  oo in ion  those who
wanted to  have a  Catho l i c  hosp i ta l  a t  For t  F rances ,
a l j t t le town of some importance since the exploita-
t ion of the forests in the neiohbourhood was attract-
ing  a  cons iderab le  work ing  po-pu la t ion .78  Conversa-
t ions  were  he ld  w j th  the  Grey  Nuns beg inn ing  in  the
month  o f  June.  The mun ic ipa l i t y  g ran ted  the  land and
exenoted i t  and the future bui ldino fron taxes and
they 'p romised f ree  e lec t r i c i t y  and t i lephone.Te The
s js te rs  wou ld  have to  cons t ruc t  a  bu i ld ing  la rger
than tha t  o f  Berens  R iver ,  wh ich  was a l ready  fu l l  to
capac i  ty,

As for Berens River, i t  was necessary to
evacuate  the  p lace  on  August  13  s ince  fo res t  f i re
soread over both banks of the Berens. The mounted
po l ice  made an appea l  fo r  he lp  to  the  Ind ians  o f  the
region but they did not have t ime to respond since
the destructive element advanced with unexpected
speed. Houses were evacuated; a violent wind drove
the  f lames toward  the  hosp i ta l .  Pa t ien ts  and pup i ls
were  moved to  a  sa fe  p lace  wh i le  the  four  s is te rs ,S0
dragg ing  t r "unks  fu l I  o f  whatever  they  cou ld  Iay  hands
on, boarded a canoe which took them to Sigurson
Is land.  About  4 :00  o .m.  thev  saw f ron  the  is land
dense smoke sur round i i rg  the  h6sp i ta1 .  I t  looked as
i f  every th ing  was be ing  des t royed,  a l though the
s is te rs  kept  hop ing  tha t  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  wou id  save
the house. In fact, Notre-Dame- des - Ne i  ges was un-
damaged a l though the  pr ies ts '  house,  the  ch icken
house.  the  ice  house and the  o ther  ou tbu i ld inss  were
le f t  i  heap o f  ru ins .81  The mis fo r tune was ce i ta in ly
regretted, but things would have been much more
ser ious  i f  the  hosp i ta l  and schoo l  had been
dest royed,  The hosp i ta l ,  inadequate  to  the  needs,
was to  be  en la rged in  two years ,  wh i le  the  schoo l  now
housed 40  pup i ls ,  a  Pro tes tan t  ! *eacher  hav ing  le f t  in
Decenber  o f  the  prev ious  year .o"

The te r r ib le  war  rag ing  in  Europe le f t  no  one
untouched. The media brought the news from across
the  At lan t ic  w i thout  de lay ,  So i t  was  learned tha t
Card ina ' l  Verd ie r ,  dy ing ,^ ryas  spared the  s igh t  o f  the
invader  occupy ing  Par is .o r  The news a f f l i c ted
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especial ly those Grey Nuns who had corne fron Europe.
For  ins tance,  S is te r  Natha l ie  was overwhe lmed when
"her "  Be lg ium was devas ta ted .  The chron ic le  recoros :' 'She has  remained.desp j te  d is tance,  very  a t tached to
her  na t ive  land. "oq  I t  was  the  same fo r  the  Po l ish ,
L j thuan jan  and French s is te rs  who had jo ined the
congnegat ion  as  we l l  as  fo r  those o f  German nat iona l -
i ty of whom thnee were born in Gerrnany i tself  and
three  o thers  in  Russ ia .  Aus t r ia  and Swi tzer land
respec t ive ly .  I t  was  a  t ime when the  un iversa l
char i ty  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  was nan i fes ted .  Mother
General preached by exarnple as attested to by a
le t te r  f io rn  Archb ishop Antbn iu t t i :  " I  have begun my
visit  of the camps for war prisoners and intern6es i i r
Canada,  Yoq l  g rea t  char i ty  he lps  ne  to  assuage nuch.  . , o <  -
suTTer  r  no .  " " "

I tut ion. t  days of prayer tvere organized to
obta in  an  end to  the  hos t i l i t i es .  The ta les  o f
homor  persuaded bo th  re l ig ious  and c iv i l  au thor i t ies
to remind everyone of the elementary duty to respect
l i fe. This is the theme taken ip by- Archbisnop
Monahan when he  pres ided a t  the  o f f i c ia l  open ing  o f
the  nurs jng  educat ion  w ing  a t  Reg i lq ,  made necessary
by  the  growjng  number  o f  s tudents .oo  The Archb ishop
reminded the  nurses  and the  gues ts  o f  " the  prec ious
g i f t  o f  l j fe  and the  du ty  to  de fend i t  aga ins t  a l l
c r im ina l  assau  I  t s .  "

.  Th is  1 i fe ,  so  prec ious ,  tvas  apprec ia ted  doub ly
when sone event  occur red  to  reca l l  i t s  f rao i l i t v .
Such an event took place at Totten where 

-Sist6r

B lanche Fores t  bare ly  escaped death .  Her  c lo thes
caught  on  f i re  as  she was wax ing  the  f loors .  Qu ick ly
she wrapped herself  in blankefs fron a nearby bed,
She was hor r ib ly  burned and taken to  Dev i l , i  Lake
Hosp i ta l  where  care  was lav ished on  her .87

- Joys and tragedies alternated in conmunity
l i fe .  0n  March  1  there  took  p lace  a t  the  morner
house the  reun ion  o f  the  Grev  l , iuns  o f  N ico le t  w i th
those of Montreal. There was ieasting throughout the
insti tute. Since 1886 when this dranch 

-had 
been

formed, there had been good relat ions between the
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Nicolet qroup and the nother house. This happy event
jn 1941 

'rnaiked 
the "most perfect unity" but .  was

fol lowed by tragic news. "After the joys we have
jus t  expe i ienced,  how deep ly -  d is tu rb jng  is  the
i tuoefv jho  messaqe rece ived f rom I le -a- la -Crosse '
Sister- Eu-genje, J7 years old, drowned alonq- with a
l i t t le  g i i l  whom she was t ry ing  to  save. "  Th . is  was
on June-  22 .  S is te r  Eugen ie  had w i tnessed to  her
great love by laying down her 

' l  
i fe.

I t  was  the  same respec t  fo r  l j fe  tha t  insp i red
the new La V6rendrye t iospital at Fort Frances'
Construction had begun 0ctober B under the supel"vl-
s jon  o f  the  ve teran-  bu i lder ,  S is te r  S te-Emi l ienne '
E iqh t  o the"  s is te rs  had io ined her .  Archb ishop Ye l le
pr6s ided a t  the  cerenony o f  open ing .  I t  was  .h is  las t
iunction as coadjutor-Ai 'chb i  shop since he had decided
to  re t i re  on  acc lount  o f  i l l  he ; l th .  0n  the  sub jec t
o f  th is  new ins t i tu t ion ,  he  sa id ,  " I t  i s  imposs ib lq
to measure the extent of i ts Catirot ic inf lubnce."88
He exoressed his recoqnit ion in a telegram to the
qener i l  counc i l :  "Magn i f i cen t  b less ing  o f  the  For t
Frances  Hosp i ta l  ,  thanks  to  the  Grey  fqn t ' I  The
ooen inq  too l i  p lace  June 3 ,  a  spec ja l  ho l iday  fo r  the
airql ' i6tt  of Mother d'Youvi l le when they comnemorated
ihe"  tu rn ing  over  o f  Mont rea l ' s  genera l  hosp i ta l  by
Lou is  XV on  June  3 ,  1753 .

Archb ishop Ye1 le ,  who was sa id  to  have proved
the  w isdom o f  an  o ld  man in  dea l ing  w i th  the  schoo l
ques t jon  wh jch  was so  d j f f i cu l t  on  ap^count  o f  the
iosmopoli tan nature of the populat ion,o' was. s-uccee-
ded by Archbishop Georges Cabana, consecrated June 30
at St-.  Hvacinthe. At 

- 
the seminary of St- Hyacinthe

he had t i ken  the  c lass ica l  course  as  had Archb ishop
tach6 in  fo rmer  t imes.e0  when he  ar r i ved  a t  S t .Bon i -
face ,  l i ke  h is  p redecessors ,  the  new Archb ishop
honoured the  Grey  Nuns o f  the  prov ince  w i th  h is  f i rs t
v js j t .  As  he  sa id  la te r ,  he  recogn ized tha t  to  mer i t
be ino  a  mjss jonarv  in  t t re  West  a  supernatura l  sp i r i t
*as  iecessary ,g l  

-  
Dur ing  the  sumner  o f  1941,  he  was

ed j f ied  to  see the  ins t i tu t ions  wh ich  were  cont lnu lng
to  mul t ip lv  the  aoos to l i c  work  o f  the  p ioneer  com- '
munity. 

'F5r 
seveial years now, plans for the cen-
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tenary  were  ta lked  o f ,  S is te r  H.  G i ra rd  co l lec ted
documents and edited menoirs for this purpose.
Father  Tess ie r  and M.  H,  B i ron  aoreed to  wr i te  the
history of the f irst century of t l ie Grey Nuns in the
West, Social services were reoroanized and moved
f rom Tache Hosp ice  to  the  hosp i ta l  ' s  ou tpa t ien t
depar tnent .  S is te r  Va len t ine  Lacro ix  re ta ined the
d i r "ec t ion  o f  these soc ia l  serv jces ,  ass is ted  by  a  few
companions. I t  was necessal"y to prepare food and
c lo th ing  and to  v js i t  poor  fami l ies  in  the  company o f
a  reg js te red  nurse .  Th is  n in is t ry  da ted  back  to  the
p ioneers  and espec ia l  l y  the  un io rge t tab le  S is te r
Laurent .  A t  the  beg inn ing  o f  September  i t  was
announced that a juniorate would open for about

' twe lve  s tudents  who wanted  to  in i t ia te  themse lves
in to  the  l i fe  o f  a  s is te r  o f  char i ty  wh i le  pursu ing
thejr studies by correspondence under the direct ig4
of  S is te r  Cathe i ine  Bar ion ,  an  emer i tus  p ro fessor .e2

The uncertainty of the t imes and even unforese-
en mis fo r tunes ,  l i ke  thq-cyc lone wh ich  damaqed the
hosp i ta l  a t  Grave lbourg ,e3  d id  no t  res t ra in  t ie  zea l
of the workers. The threat of war became concretized
when on December 7, fol lowing the attack on Pearl
Harbour ,  the  Un j ted  Sta tes  d6c la red  war  on  Japan.
The anna l  i s t  wro te :  "Th is  event  has  inc reased ' the
prospect that we nay have a period of bloodshed in
our own country. "

I t  was not war, but f i re that broke out at the
sanatorium on Februarv 1, 1942. I t  tvas at the t ime
of Mass which was alwiys inpressive as there were 50
or 60 patients assist ing from their beds gathered
around the  a l ta r .  F i re  o r ig ina ted  in  the  carpenter
shop and soon spread. ihe f iremen, resp6nding
quickly, mastered the f lanes and Mass was continuei i
1n  ca  tm.

The sanator ium had been in  ex is tence e ieven
years .  The organ iza t ion  was c i ted  as  an  example  to
be  fo l  l owed,  S is te r  Dr i sco l l ,  desp i te  her  b l indness ,
cont inued her  min is t ry  o f  ca teches is .  She v is i ted
the  s ick  o f  everv  co lour  and c reed.  She was esoec i -
a1ly happy when 

-she 
could arrange treats for the



265

youngest  ones .

A new in i t ia t i ve  g rew in  popu lar i t y :  occu-
pat iona l  therapy ,  work ing  w i th  a  sewing  need le  and
kn i t t ing  need les ,  weav ing  on  a  por tab le  f rame,  a l l
ac t i v i t ies  tha t  cou ld  be  car r ied  on  f rom a  ha l f -1y ing
pos i t jon .  I t  was  sa id  tha t  nen becane exper t  kn i t -
te rs .94

War industry contr ibuted to the growth of the
popu la t ion  no t  on ly  in  the  cap i ta l  bu t  a ls -o  in  the
snall  towns around i t ,  At Ste-Anne- des-Chene s , two
hundred and seventy - f i ve  pup i  1s  a t tended the  ten
c lasses ,  and the  jns t i tu t jon  became a  co l  leg ia te
ins t i tu te ,  As  fo r  the  convent  o f  S t .  F ranEo is -
Xavier, i t  increased i ts nurnbers and became a boar-
d ing  s ihoo l ,es  See ing  f ine  youth  anx ious  to  p repare
for the future, j t  was sad to hear the news of Dieppe
where so many of our orvn youth remained dead on the
f ie ld  o f  ba t t . le .  "The who le  na t ion  weeDs fo r  these
ch i ld ren  los t  to  war . "96  Veterans  o f  the  F i rs t  } , lo r ld
War, who had returned from the front, expressed their
grat i tude. 0n October 6, sone of them placed under
the  s ta tue  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i1 le ,  a  p laque w i th  the
inscr j  p t ion :  "So lda ts  reconna issants .  Gra te fu l
so ld ie rs .  "97

Because of the progress of preventative nedi-
c ine  and the  w idesoread use o f  vacc ines  and an t i -
b io t i cs ,  con tag ious 'd jseases  marked ly  decreased.  I t
was therefore thought wise to nerge St, Roch Hospital
w j th  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l  and to  have the  St .  Roch
building used as a boal^di ng place for employees of
the enlarged hospital.vu After forty-two years of
p rec ious  serv ice ,  S t .  Roch Hosp i ta l  changed i t s
or ien ta t ion ,  The e igh t  s is te rs  who fo rmed the
personnel were sent to other posts, Sister Anna
Tro t t ie r  le f t  her  pos i t ion  as  loca l  super io r  to  see
herse l f  chosen to  be  prov inc ia l  super io r  to  take  the
place of Mother Mann who had conpleted her six years
o f  o f f i ce ,  Fa ther  Pr imeau wro te :  "The peop le  o f
Man i toba are  happy w i th  th is  cho ice ,  g iv ing  to  our
province on the eve of the centenary the f irst
Man i toban to  f i l  l  th is  pos i t ion .  Her  job  w i l l  no t  be
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easy because of the numerous problems arising frorn
tne  war .  - -

I t  was not only the Grey Nuns who wanted to
recogn ize  the  centenary  o f  the i r  a r r i va l .  A l ready ,
a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  1943,  in  p repara t ion  fo r  the  nex t
year, two conferences were given by Mrs. } ' l .  Rayrnond
and Sjster May Guichon under ! lr^e auspices of the St.
Bon i face  H is to r i ca l  Soc ie tv . luu  Mr .  An to ine  D 'Es-
chambau l t ,  assuming the  pre ! idency  o f  a  Commi t tee  o f
fes t i v i t i es  sa id ,  "The  ce lebra t ions  w i l l  have  as
the i r  purpose to  fu11y  express  the  s incere  t r ibu te  o f
apprec ia t jon  and a f fec t ion  wh ich  a  who le  peop le  have
wi th  regand to  the  Grey  Nuns. "

Th is  a f fec t ion  was rec io roca l .  The s is te rs
proved the i r  a f fec t ion  by  o ther  en terpr ises .  A
school of medicai technology was inaugurated at the
hospital on September 1. The course of a duration of
fourteen months prepared laboratory and radiology
technicians. Dr. James Prenderqast was the director
and Sister Marie-Rose Tougas, i  recognized expert,
becane orofessor. lol

At Ste-Rose-du-Lac, because of the manpower
shor tage,  S is te r  Yvonne Prevos t  began a  schoo l  fo r
the  fo rmat ion  o f  aux i l ia r ies  to  care  fo r  the  s ick ,
Th is  was the  f i rs t  schoo l  fo r  I  i censed orac t ica l
nurses  in  Man i toba,  These in i t ia t i ves  w i tnbssed the
read iness  to  adapt  charac ter is t j c  o f  the  Grey  Nuns.

Both  lay  and c le r ica l  h is to r ians  have s t ressed
th is  dynamism as  a  key  to  exp la in ing  the  expans ion  o f
the community. Father Leonide Primeau began the
pub l ica t ion  o i  a  ser ies  o f  a r t i c les  fo r  La  L i5er te  e t
Le  Pat r io te ,  fo l lowed by  Le  Devo i r  o f  Mont rea l .
After recounting the story of our dear old provincial
house,  the  au thor  c i ted  s ta t i s t j cs .  Dur ing  the  f i rs t
100 years, the Grey Nuns had gathered together 335
Mani toba pro fessed s is te rs  wh i le  577 o f  the i r  pup i l s
had chosen a  re l  ig ious  vocat jon  inc lud  ing  s ix ty - f i ve
secu la r  p r ies ts ,  th i r ty - f i ve  re l  ig ious  order  p r ies ts ,
twenty-sevgl brothers and 450 sisters in twenty com-
muni t ies . ' " "  S ince  1844,  868 s is te rs  had come f rom
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Mont rea l ;  Hosp ice  Tache had she l te red  4 ,709 aged
persons .

Father Prineau stressed the cosmopoli tan nature
o f  the  Grey  Nuns where  twe lve  na t iona l i t ies  cou ld  be
counted .  A l l  these s is te rs  learned to  soeak  French
f luent ly .  F rench was taught  in  the  nov i t ' i a te  and in
the  schoo ls  "a t  the  end o f  the  reou la r  schedu le  and
for an hour on1y, Even on Satuidays. extra hours
were  g iven so  tha t ,  as  S is te r  Fer land sa id  in  May
1934,  the  pup i ' l s  were  ab le  soon. !g  express  themse lves
in  good and beaut i fu l  F rench.  " ru r

Father  F .  B lanch in ,  an  0b la te ,  wro te  o f  the
sp i r i tua l i t y  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l l e .  He  narve l led  a t
the  ac t jon  o f  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  on  th i s  e l i te  sou l :
Her orientat ion toward God the Father and her imita-
t jon  o f  H is  be loved Son exp)a ined in  sone way why she
wjshed to  cons t i tu te  herse l f  as  "1a  pe t i te  p rov id -
ence" ,  the  l i t t le  p rov idence o f  her  b ro thers  and
s  i  s te rs  in  humani ty ,

" In  th is  S ign  They  Conquered"  i s  the  t i t le  o f
a pamphlet on the centenary by Father Cosmas l l .
Krumpelmann,  0 .S .8 .  The au thor  had h inse l f  rece ived
a favour due to the intercession of Mother
d 'Youv i l . | e .104  The  o ra ise  wh ich  he  showered  on  h is
benefac tor  revea led  the  depth  o f  h is  apprec ia t ion .

The vo lume "Vers  les  Pays  d 'en  Haut "  appeared
in  i t s  tu rn ,  The chron ic les  remark  tha t  i t  wou ld  do
much good wherever i t  was read,

S is te r  Mary  Murphy  l  i kewise  wro te ,
readers .  under  the  t i t le l  "S t ,  Bon i face
Mercv .  "

fo r  Eng l  i sh
Heroines of

The pup i ls  o f  S te-Anne-  des  -Chenes pu t  on
p1ay,  Novenber  24 ,  1943 dep ic t ing  the  ar iva l
Marie-Anne Gaboury, the f irst white woman to come
the upcountry in 1807. I t  was a success worthy
insp i l ing  theat r  i  ca  I  caneers .

The convent at La Broouerie was not to be

a
of
to
of
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outdone. .0n January 14, 1944 they put on a pageant
a t  the  aud i to r ium o f  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l ,  bv6k ing
the voyage of the Grey Nuns, Then i t  r .r ias thb turn oi
the  pup j  l s  o f  S t .  F ranEo is -Xav ie r  express inq  the i r
homage dur ing  the  teachers '  convent ion .

St .  Bon i face  thus  ce lebra ted ,  bu t  overshadowing
a l l  was  the  f r igh t fu l  war  wh ich  w is  be inq  fouqht  i i
Europe with stories of nameless horror, M-eanwhi le so
nany fami l ies  in  the  count ry  were  su f fe r ino  or ie f .
Mother Trott ier and the rn-embers of her 

-c6unci l

thought  i t  m igh t  be  bes t  to  de fer  the  ce lebra t ion  o f
the .centenary .  But  Archb ishop Cabana pu t  an  end to
hes i ta t jons .  He sa id ,  , 'peop ie  wou ld  b lame me f ron
the  At lan t ic  to  the  pac i f i c  and even un t i l  my death
i f  I  do  no t  see  th is  ann iversary  we l l  ce lebra t ;d  ;105

0n Apri l  24, the day when the pioneers em_
barked on  Lac  St .  Lou is ,  there  was a  mass  o f  thanks_
g iv ing  a t  the  l j t t le  wh i te  house.  "0ur  hear ts  a re
f i l l ed  w i th  apprec ia t ion  as  we cons ider  the  abundant
harvests due to the works of these heroic wonen., l
Mother  Tro t t ie r  inv i ted  Mother  Ga l lan t .  suoer io r
genera l ,  to  the  feas ts  o f  June,  say inq : '  " i t  tne
prov ince  o f  S t .  Bon i face  has  done s6rne ih ing  dur ing
the  pas t  cen tury  j t  j s  thanks  to  the  moth6r  house
which  was w i l l i ng  to  rea t tach  the  f ra i l  b ranch to  the
t rv lng  t ree .  Thanks  to  our  super io rs  who have a lways
shown themse lves  generous  to  i rs . , ,

In  her  conmunica t ion  to  the  s is te rs  o f  the
prov ince  on  June 5 ,  Mother  p rov inc ia l  no ted  tha t  ' , the
present_ t ime hard ly  lends  i t se l f  to  re jo ic ing ' ,  _  Rome
rvas sE] under threat by war - but she explained3
" l f  we have y ie lded to  the  ins is tence o f  rb l io ious
author i t ies  and o f  d i f fe ren t  conmi t tees ,  i t  i s  so
that the Eternal Father may therebv be more qlori-
f ied ,  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  and bur  vene iab le  found iesses
better-known, and so that our spir i ts nay renew their
f i rs t  fe rvour ,  "

These d i rec t i ves  were  fo l lowed a t  the  ce lebra-
t]ons a_t .Lebret..where., besides the cemetery, l frey
were  mark ing  a t  the  end o f  May,  the  s ix t ie th  an i r i ver_
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sary of the foundation of the -mission. At Fort
Fra ices  on  June 11 ,  Maur ice  Bruydre ,  f i r s t  pup i i  o f
Sa i  nte-Marguer i  te School, explained the purpose of a
surprise party given there: to commemorate 100 years
o f  the  ar r i va l -o f  the  Grey  Nuns and to  express  how
much he and h is  f r iends  ap-prec ia ted  the  devot ion  and
char i ty  o f  the  s is te rs .  

"  
Fa ther  P lac ide  Chate la in

thanke- t l  h is  f lock  fo r  respond ing  to  h is  appea l ;  he
sa id  tha t  w i thout  the  Grey  Nuns the  miss ionar ies
cou ld  no t  have accompl ished a l l  the  good tha t  had
been rea l i sed .  I t  w is  a lso  s t ressed tha t  the  four
foundresses  jn  June 1844 had s topped a t  Po in t
Coch ich ing ,  r igh t  a t  the  s top  where  the  schoo l  now
stoo0,

At  S t .  Bon i face  i t se l f ,  the  fes t i v i t ies  began
wi th  a  verv  Youv i l l i an  touch.  Fa ther  Lavo ie  was
asked to se-nd a l jst of names of p-op1 fani l ies whom
the s js te rs  wou ld  v is i t  and ass is t . ruo  Happ iness  was
rec ip roca l  fo r  v is i to rs  and v is i ted .  The v is i to rs
were' able to look after unexpressed needs and were
ab le  to  make o ld  c lo thes  new.

0n the  ann iversary  o f  the  ar r i va l  o f  the
p ioneers ,  June  21 ,  B ishop  R.  Dupra t ,  0 .P . ,  o f  P r ince
Alber t  o f fe red  Mass  in  the  Cathedra l .  B ishop
Phi l ippe  Per r ie r ,  represe,n t ing  -  Archb ishop J .
Charbbirneau of Montreal del ivered the sermon in
French and Archbishop Gerald Murray, coadjutor of
Winn ipeg ,  gave  i t  i n  Eng l  i sh .

Fol lowing the Mass there was a touch-ing- scene.
B ishop Provencher  had,  on  the  Sunday fo l low ing  the
arrivhl,  intoned the Te Deum after presenting the
foundreises to his f lock. The scene was reproduced
once aga in ,  The l i t t le  harmon ium wh ich  had been won
at a iottery by Father Aubert and given to the
sisters in 1B4B alternated with the great organ and
accompanied the vojces singing the same hymn of
thank 'sg iv ing .  The o ' ld  house then opened i t s  doors  to
those who w ished to  admi re  the  souven i rs . . .

D is t ingu ished gues ts  were  present ,  the  e-ven ing .o- f
same d iy ,  a t  a th ree-ac t  p iesenta t ion  o f  the  l i fe

the
of
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Mother  d 'Youv i l le .  B ishop Per r ie r  expressed the
greet ings  o f  V i l le -Mar ie ,  the  myst ic  c i t y ,  had been
fa i th fu l  to  i t s  miss ion .  Mr .  D 'Eschambau l t  in  tu rn
sa lu ted  V i l le -Mar ie  and app l ied  to  the  c i ty  o f  S t .
Bon i face  the  express ion ,  "myst ic  c i t y , "  po in t ing  ou t
i t s  ro le  re la t i ve  to  the  Western  te r r i to r ies  and the
Po lar  c i rc le  as  be ing  the  same as  tha t  o f  V i l le -
Mar ie ,

0n Thursday, June 22, the day for the sisters,
Fa ther  Ph i l ippe  Schef fe r ,  super io r  o f  the  Lebre t
scholasticate, evoked the memory of the pioneers who
came before  the  0b la tes  d id ,  He expressed perp le -
x i ty :  "What  a  d j f f i cu l t  task  i t  i s  to  p ick  ou t  a  few
choice stones when one js confronted with a heap of
them,  a l l  care fu l l y  shaped by  exper t  a r t i s ts , "  th is
is  indeed a  sacr i f i ce  verv  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  a  h is to r io -
grapher !  The speaker  s [ ressed tha t  the  1 ,800,000
square  n i les  conf ided to  B ishoo Provencher  and a
handfu l  o f  p r ies ts  now jnc luded f i ve  a rchd ioceses ,
e igh t  d ioceses ,  1 ,539 pr ies ts  and a lmost  3 ,000
s is te rs  serv ing  a  Catho l i c  popu la t ion  o f  700,000
sou ls .  The Grey  Nuns,  he  sa id ,  by  the i r  educat ive  and
c iv i  l  i z  ing  work  had la rge ly  cont r ibu ted  to  the
harvest being gathered today,

0n  Fr iday ,  June 23 ,  there  was a  Mass  o f  Requ iem
ce lebra ted  by  Archb ishop Cabana fo r  the  125 s is te rs
who had d ied  in  the  f  ie ld  o f  honour  and fo r  the
benefactors who had co l laborated in the works.
Mother  Ga l lan t ,  super io r  genera l  and Mother  Tro t t ie r
deposited on the graves of the foundresses wreathes
of  f lowers  car r ied  by  four  g i r l s  c lad  in  wh i te ,
representing convents directed by the Grey Nuns.

The lad ies  aux i l ia ry ,  fo r rner  pup i l s  and the
pub l ic  were  ca l led  to  jo in  in  fes t i v i t ies  on  Satur -
day, June ?4, the whole terminating at La Verendrye
Park next day when Mother Trott ier, with Sisters
Va lade and Ste-Luc ie  unve i led  a  monument  ra ised  to
honour  the  Grey  Nuns "as  a  pub l  j c  and o f f i c ia l
tes t imony o f  the  apprec ia t ion  and regard  fo r  the
p ioneers  and the  va l ian t  conmuni ty  wh ich ,  fo r  100
years ,  has  tended to  the  su f fe r ings  o f  our  peop le .  "
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1 Anna ls ,  1930 ,  pp  73-75 .

2  Father  Duchausso is  w i l l i ng ly  joked about  h is
s ta tu re  say ing  tha t  v is i to rs  rneet ing  h im fo r
the  f i rs t  i i rne  wou ld  ask :  "D id  he  wr i te  the
books? Ah! .  ' .  u  The miss ionary  then added:
"When I  see  those puzz led  1ooks ,  I  jus t  wonder -
. ,  , ! {e  l l ,  even whe i  one is  smal l ,  one be l ieves
he  i s  a  g ian t . "

3  Le t te r  da ted  0c t .  6 ,  1932.

4  Mo issac ,  Sr .  E .  de ,  oP.  c i t . ,  P .  24 .

s  K ing  Edward  Hosp i ta l  in  Winn ipeg-  a l .so  admi t ted
pat ien ts  su f fe r i  ng  f rom tubercu los is .

6  Pr imeau,  1 . ,  Cen tena i re  des  Srs  Gr . ,  p .  13 .

7  Anna ls ,  1930-31  ,  P .  48 .

8  Pr imeau,  1 . ,  Centena i re  des  Srs  Gr . ,  p .  14 .

e  c i r . c .  mens . ,  1898-1901 ,  P .  112 .

10  Ib jd . ,  p .  152 '

11  C i rc .  mens .  1909_10 ,  p .  557 .

tz  Anna ls ,  1930-31 ,  p .  165 .

13  Anna ls ,  1938-39,  p .  782.

L4 Both Bishop Forbes and Bishop Guy were fonner
ouo i l s  o f ' the  Grev  Nuns .  The  la t te r  f i r s t
i t tended the Bethiehem School in Montreal-
When he was consecrated a bishop in 0ttawa on
May 1 ,  1930,  he  so l i c i ted  the  presence o f  Sr .
t ta i je 'de  l 'Assompt ion ,  who had been h is  f i rs t
teacher.

r ' s  Anna ls ,  1930-3 i ,  p .  266 .

t6  Anna ls ,  1932-33 ,  pp .83-84 .
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L7 lb id . ,  p .  408 .

r '8 Annals, 1930-31 , pp 250-251.

le  Le t te r  to  Mother  P iche,  Jan .  B ,  1931,  Mother
P iche had been re -e le i ted  gen.  sup.  in  Oct .
1930 .

20  Chron ic les ,  June  1931 ,  S t .  Bon i face .

z r  Two o f  Archb ishop Be l jveau 's  s js te rs  jo ined the
order of the Grey Nuns. Sr. Coulombe who died
on Aug.  28 ,  19?B,  and Sr ,  S t .  An ton in ,  s t i l l  i n
ac t  i  ve  serv ice  in  1933.

22  Anna ls ,  1930-31 ,  pp  122-124.

23  Pr imeau,  1 . ,  Cen t .  de  Srs .  Gr . ,  pp .  13 -14 .

24  Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon i  face .

2s  Anna ls ,  1930-31 ,  p .  7 t7 .  Sr .  D ionne had te rmi -
nated her two terms of off ice.

26  Anna ls ,  1932-33,  p .  36 .  0n  Feb.  24 ,  1932,
Bishop Grandbois stopped at the mother house on
his way to Quebec for the enthronernent of the
archb ishop-card ina l  o f  the  cap i ta l  c i t y .

27  Anna ls ,  1930-31 ,  pp  716-717.

28  In  honour  o f  S t .  Theresa o f  the  Ch i ld  Jesus  wno
was canon ized in  1925.

2e  Father  Mat t ing ley ,  March  30 ,  1931.

30  Anna ls ,  1930-31 ,  p .553 .

31  In  Jan,  L932,  there  were  th i r teen s is te rs
work ing  a t  the  Sanator ium and 23  the  fo l low ing
year .

32  One remenbers  the  Jan.  5 ,  1904 f i re  in  Lebre t .
That of 1897 had destroyed the workshops.
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La L iber te ,  Nov .  ,  1932.

The qovernnent decision was announced only Aug.
5 ,  1 !34 .  Anna ls ,  1934-35 p .  150.

Anna ls ,  1932-33 ,  p .460 ,  P .536 .

Bishop Lajeunesse was named coadjutor to his
unc le  B ishop Char lebo is  on  Apr i l  26 ,  1933.
B ishop Char lebo is  d ied  Nov '  20  the  same year
and B ishop La jeunesse became v icar -apos to l i c  o f
the  Keewat in .  Anna ls ,  1932-33,  p .  549.

B ishop Melanson,  consecra ted  Feb.  22 ,  L933,
v is i ted  the  s is te rs  a t  the  mother  house on
Sept .  20  and conf jded:  "L i fe  i s  no t  easy  back
hoine. Grasshoppers have destroyed the crops."
These de ta i l s ,  as  we l l  as  those tha t  fo l low,
are taken from Annals, 1932-33, pp 492'525.

Dur ing  h is  s tay  in  Mont rea l ,  the  Archb ishop_of
St. Boniface resided at the Grey Nuns' nother
nou se .

0n  Aug.  5 ,  1933,  n ine teen pos tu lan ts  were
admi t ted  in  S t ,  Bon i face .

Inaugura ted  on  Aug,  19 ,  1934.  ASGM.

Anna ls ,  1934-35 ,  p .  172 .

Journa l  by  Sr .  L .  Fer land -  Anna ls ,  1934-35,  p '
330.

Sr  Bon in  to  Mother  P iche,  June 1935.

Sr .  L .  Fer land was then e lec ted  gen.  sec .  and
Sr .  Ma i  l1oux ,  gen.  bursar .

Anna ls ,  1934-35,  pp  466 and 470

Fr6rnont ,  op .  c i t . ,  p .  160.  B ishop Provencher
had writ ten Memoirs about the event '
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47 C i rcu la r  wr i t ten  by  B ishop Gauth ie r ,  Apr i l  23 ,
1936 .

48  The consecra t ion  was ce lebra ted  June 7 ,  1936.

4e  Fo l  low ing  the  example  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  who
admi t ted  4  aged pr ies ts  who were  i l l .  Fa ther
J .  P .  Lav igne,  f rom Mani toba,  fo rmer  pas tor  o f
R ichmond,  U.S.A. ,  had been sponsored as  a
student by Mother Hanel. In June 1924, he
retired at the mother house where he died on
0c t .  9 ,  1936 .

50  ASGM,  Document  La  Jemnera is ,  J r .

s l  Champagne,  Les  la  V .  e t  le  Pos te  de  1 'Ouest ,  p .
t25.

sz  Moissac ,  Sr  de ,  op .  c i t . ,  p .  309.  Mgr  Monahan,
3rd  Archb ishop o f  Reg ina ,  p res ided a t  the
ce lebra t ion ,  He had rep laced Mgr  McGuigan,
successor  to  Mgr .  E .  Math ieu ,  who had d ied  Oct .
26, 1929.

s3 This service had been offered since 1922.
During the sunner hol idays, i t  was customary
for  the  s is te rs  in  the  var ious  convents  to  o ive
catech isn  courses  to  the  ch i ld ren  in  the  6ar -
jshes  where  there  was no  res id ing  pr ies t .

s4  Deta i l s  concern ing  the  foundat jon  o f  the  N.D. -
des-Neiges Hospitai are taken from the document
concern ing  the  n iss ion  o f  Berens  R iver .

s5 Sr. Mayrand to the mother house, June 1945.

s6 The Jan. 8, 1937 f ire had been caused by a
fau l ty  heat ing  sys tem.

s7  Anna ls ,  1936-37,  p .  542.  The k iosque was a lso
moveo.

s8  He was named b ishop o f  Grave lbourg  June 7 ,  1937
to  rep lace  B ishop Melanson who had become
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archb j  shop o f  Moncton ,  N.B.

Anna ls ,  1936-37 ,  pp .  395-396 .

Ib id . ,  p .518 .

Chron ic les ,  S t ,  Bon i face ,  Jan .  1 ,  1938 .

A depar"trnent for" the senior sisters was added.

0n  Feb.  18 ,  1858,  B ishop Tache had brought  the
f i rs t  4  o rphans in  h js  humble  wagon,  to  the
s js te rs '  convent .  Pr imeau,  1 . ,  Centena j re  des
Srs  Grs .  pp .  106-107 .

In  Nov. ,  1930,  13  Grey  Nuns took  courses  in
chora l  s ing ing .  P lay ing  the  organ was taught
in Lebret to the students from the 12 surround-
ing  Reserves ,  " in  o rder  to  accompany the  s ing-
ing  in  the  church . "

Home Economics courses were offered not only to
the  regu la r  s tudents  in  S t .  Norber t ,  bu t  a lso
to other schools and to young ladies who had
a l ready  le f t  schoo l .

Anna ls ,  1938-39 ,  p .  160 .

Mother  d 'Youv j l le  had begun to  she l te r  needy
women jn  Nov.  1737,  bu t  she  and her  conpan ions
pronounced the i r  re l ig ious  vows on  the  31s t  day
of December of the same year.

Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  Sep t .  5 ,  1938 .  The
rnonument was blessed by Bishop Comtois of
Three-Rivers, where La Verendrye was born.

Anna ls ,  1938-39,  pp .  367-369.

The dispensary, opened in 1924 in the basement
of the hospital,  is now rnoved to better quar-
te rs  in  the  new bu i ld ing ,  thus  nak ing  the  care
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of  the  s ick  mot "e  e f fec t i ve .

7 r  The de ta i  l s  concern ing  th is  foundat ion  were
obtained from ASGM.

72 Archb ishop Ye11e,  fo r  hea l th  reasons ,  le f t  fo r
Europe ' in 0ecernbet" 17 37.

13  Anna ls ,  1938-39 ,  p .  781  .

74  Ib id . ,  pp .  782-783.

75  Chron ic les ,  S t ,  Bon . ,  Apr i l  1 ,  1935 .

76  That  i s ,  he  be longs  to  another  Reserve '

71  Sr .  S te-Chr is t ine  to  Mother  Ga l lan t ,  Jan '  21  ,
1940. The adoptive father had taken charge of
the  ch i ld  when the  mother  d ied .

78  Mo issac ,  Sr .  E .  de ,  op .c i t . ,  p .  36 ,  3 rd  par t .

7e  La  L iber te  e t  le  Pat r jo te ,  June 1941.  The
prov ,  gov .  a lso  bes towed a  $10,000 gran t .

80 The other four had left  for St. Boniface'

81  Sr ,  Bon in  to  Mother  Ga1 lan t ,  Aug.  22 ,  L940.

az  Sr .  Savo je  to  Mother  Ga l lan t ,  Dec .  28 ,  1939.

83  Anna ls ,  1940-41 ,  p .  114 .

84  Sr .  Nata l ie  d ied  on  Nov.  2 ,  1940.

8s  Le t te r  da ted  Dec.  23 ,  1941.

86  Anna ls ,  1940-41 .  The cons t ruc t ion  begun Ju ly
4 .  1940,  was comple ted  in  Jan.  1941 .  The
fo l iow ing  year ,  another  w ing  was added to  the
hosp i ta  l .

87  Anna ls ,  1940-41 ,  p .  776 ,  Th is  se r ious  acc iden t
d id  no t  end the  career  o f  Sr .  Fores t .
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88 Tess ie r -B i ron ,  op .  c i t ,  ,  pp .  228-229.

8e Eulogy pronounced by Father Primeau, l lay 24,
1935 .

90 Bishop R. Brodeur was consecrated as coadjutor
of Alexandria the sarne day. He was a brother
o f  S is te r  A l  i ce  Brodeur .

9 l -  Archb ishop Cabana,  v is i t ing  the  mother  house,
Dec. 2, 1942.

ez  Anna ls ,  1940-41 ,  p .  1053 .

93 Sr. Maynard to the mother house, summer of
1941 .

s4  Anna ls ,  lg4?-43,  pp .  86-87 .

e5  lb id . ,  pp  83-84 .

e6  Dubeau,  M,  A . ,  Su lp ic ian ,  cur6  o f  Not re -Darne,
Sep t .2 ,  1942 .

e7  Chron ic1es ,pp .56-57 .

e8 Annals, 1942-43, p. 45L

ee  Ib id . ,  p .  693

100 Deta i l s  concern ing  the  centenary  a re  taken f rom
the document, Fetes du Centenaire, 1844-1944.

101 Anna ls ,  1944-45,  pp .  785-786.

Lo2  S ta t i s t i cs ,  1939 .

103  Anna ls ,  1934-35 ,  p ,  101 .

104  Chron ic les ,  S t ,  Bon i face ,  Jan .  2 ,  1939 .

10s  June  2nd ,  H is  Ho l iness  P ius  X I I  had  dec la red :
"Whoever  wou ld  dare  ra ise  h is  hand aga ins t  Rome
would  be  gu i l t y  o f  na t r i c ide  be fore  the  c iv i -
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l ized  wor ld  and be fone God 's  e te rna l  judgnent . "
Four days 1ater, i t  was broadcast by radio:
"The eternal ci ty has been spared and l ibera-
ted . "  Anna ls ,  1944-45,  p .  213 and 216.

l-06 In 1943, the cur6 of St. Boniface had confided
the  paroch ia l  soc ia l  serv ices  to  the  St .
E l  i zabeth  Lad ies '  Aux i l ia ry .  The pres ident
asked the Grey Nuns for their help. The group
moved from the basement of the cathedral to a
house the suoerior of the HosDice Tache offered
them. Sr. V. Lacroix was for many years a
co l labora tor  to  these va luab le  serv ices .
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CHAPTER TI{ELVE - 1945-1956

Archb ishop Cabana had a  r igh t  v iew o f  th ings
when he advised to go ahead with the century celebra-
t ions marking the inniversary of the arr ival of the
Grev Nuns af River Rouqe despite the war that was
oo i i ro  on .  The evocat ion  o f  the  pas t ,  w i th  a l l  i t s
6ero ism,  was such as  to  exc i te  admi ra t ion  and im i ta t -
ion .  "bur  so i r i t  has  been renewed in  i t s  p r im i t i ve
fervour, " remarked Mother Trott ier.

During this renewal there would be many occa-
s ions  to  re ia l l  the  hero ism o f  the  p ioneers .  In  1946
there was the celebration of the 75th anniversary of
the  found inq  o f  the  Hosp i ta l  to  be  fo l lowed by  the
50th  ann ive isarv  o f  thd  open ing  o f  the  Schoo l  o f
Nurses l  and the  75 th  ann iversary  b f  the  Schoo l  o f  the
Litt le Flower at Fort Totten.z The convents around
5t ,  Bon i face  d id  no t  wa i t  fo r  the i r  f i r s t  cen tenary ,
tha t  o f  S t .  F ranEo is -Xav ie r ,  es tab l i shed an  -a lumni
fo r  i t s  schoo l .  ihe  go lden iub i lee  o f  the  re l ig ious
l i fe  o f  S is te r  Ludov iCa R i tcho t  was  such a4  occas ion .
On l lav zq, igql at St. Norbert Sister Eug6nie Valade
was c-hosen as director of a committee formed with q
v iew o f  ra l l y ing  a l l  fo rmer  pup i l s  o f  the  Grey  Nuns. '
I t  was felt  iecissary to cal ' l  on the ranks to cone to
the  sa feguard ing  o f  ie l ig ion  and o f  language- .  .Dur ing
the celebration-s of Jung, 1944 had not Mr. Guil laume
Charette oroclaimed: "The priests are the ones who
oave b i r th  to  our  Catho l i c  I i fe  by  bapt ism,  bu t  i t  i s
[t 'e Grev Nuns who have fashfoned our nationa l
sou l . . .Thev  have tauqht  us  to  love  the  French lan-
ouaoe,4  and we know a [  what  sacr i f i ce '  The d i f f i cu l -
i ie i  o f  the  pas t  have no t  a l l  been conquered;  the
good combat must continue to be fought".

Overseas, the so-ca l  led "phoney war" had
changed in 1940 with the aggressor counting on a
rao id  v ic to rv  as  a  resu l t  o f -surpr ise  a t tacks  cu l -
miha t ino  in  Fear l  Harbour .  The death  o f  Pres ident
Rooseve i t  Apr i l  12 ,  1945 fo l lowed seventeen days
later bv tf ie death' of Hit ler, marked the end of
Europear i  con f l i c t ,  the  armis t i ce  be ing  s igned May 7 .
Therb rernained only the war between the United States
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and the  count ry  o f  the  r i s ing  sun bu t  th is  ended
August  14  w i th  the  use  o f  the  a tomic  bomb.  The
annalist wrote, " l .r |e are al l  praying f_or a durable
peace founded on just ice and charity. ") She had no
idea tha t  in  the  h is to rv  o f  man there  wou ld  oejnscrjbed in less than f-orty years a new chapter
ca I  Ied  "s ta r  wars .  "

Even i f  the  conf l i c t  had no t  touched Canad ian
so i1 ,  the  repercuss ions  brought  many tes ts .  The
registered nurses from Grey Nuns, schools had done
their part in the war effort;  many of then crossed
the Atlantic to care for the wounded. Thev served
wi th  d is t inc t ion  and those who had had a  

-oar t  
in

fo rming  them were  jus t l y  p roud.  As  a  resu l t  d f  the j r
recru i tnent  fo r  war ,  a  shor tage o f  a ids  deve loped in
the  hosp i ta l  sec tor .  Th is  s i tua t ion  cont r ibu ted  to
a  rap id  deve lopment  o f  the .  schoo l  fo r  aux i l ia r ies
modestly begun by Sister Yvonne Pr6vost at Ste-Rose-
du-Lac in 1943. 0n January 28, 1946 the School was
o f f i c ia l l y  opened  w i th  c l i n i ca l  teach ing  and  p rac t i -
cal formation for those who would sirve 

'at 
St.

Bon i face  Hosp i ta l ,  S te-Rose and Hosp ice  Tache.6  Soon
there were pupils even from overseas for war had
ann ih i la ted  many f ron t ie rs  and even count r ies  and
repr isa ls  were  such tha t  on ly  one ambi t ion  f i l l ed
many hea_rts, to f lee the soi l  now hosti)e, to seek
retuge elsetvhere. Immigrants and ,,displaced persons, '
came to our shores and a great nunber of thern, to the
Canadian West. Here was 1 need for the Grev Nuns to
develop a work which would have been regard6d as new
had not  h is to ry  been there ,  to  te l l  u i  o f  the  same
k jnd  o f  work  be ing  done a t  the  b j r th  o f  the  ins t i tu te
by  Mother  d 'Youv i l l e .  The  L i fe  o f  Mother  d ' youv i l l e
by  Mrs .  A ,  Fer land-Angers  reca l l s  how the  foundress
took care of the wounded of the Enolish arnv and
other  so ld ie rs  who jo ined w i th  the  f r ig l  i sh .T  S ince
then there  has  never  been hes i ta t ion  to  b r inq  a id  to
wounded so ld ie rs ,  and,  when on  Apr i l  20 ,  1946 S is te r
Ste-Lucie died, many veterqns of the First World } ' lar
shed tears  a t  her  funera l .d

.  . .Ac tua l l y r  n9 !  i t  was  no t  a  ques t ion  o f  car ing
for  those phys ica l l y  wounded,  bu t  ia ther  fo r  those
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fug i t i ves  f ron  war  who had to  leave no t  on ly  the i r
devas ta ted  count r ies  bu t  a lso  the i r  dear  ones  f rom
whom they would be forever separated. Several among
the sisters knew the torment of these separations:
S is te r  Z ieg le r  whose fami ' l y  in  Germany were  l i v ing  in
pover ty ,  and S is te rs  Ime lda  and Ju l ia  who took  aga in
lheir iamily narnes. Prokopowiecz and Mirau, after
the  fus ion  b t  the  voca l  s js te rs  and the  aux i l ia ry
s is te rs ,  9  These compan ions  rece ived assurance f ron
the rnother house that 'attemp^ts would be made to be in
touch  w i th  the i r  fa rn i l i es . ru  A l l  the  g rey  m iss ions
a lso  jo ined in  send ing  na ter ia l .  he lp  to  the  Vat ican
to  meet  the  most  u rgent  needs . "

At St. Boniface Hospital on october 20, 1947
a special autobus came to bring a contingent of young
Poles who had been deported. Thirty of them stayed
at  the  Hosp i ta l  i t se l f  and the  fgs t  a t  Hosp ice  .Tache
and a t  S i ,  V i ta l  Sanator iun . rz  Fa ther  Lad is las
Paneck greeted them and invited them to the chapel
but "the poor people were hunger- str i  cken " so dinner
was served immediately and then they went to the
chape l  to  s ing  the  Magn i f i ca t .  Tears  ran  down many
eyes, but they were happy to know they were now
11v ing  in  secur i ty ,  no tes  the  anna l is t .

The newconers were quickly put to work. Also,
Sister Neumann and Sister Dunlavey did not delay to
teach them Eng l ish ,  ass is ted  by  Father  Schun isk i  who
took  par t  in  ihe  teach ing .  R i  Mrs .  Swetch ine  wou ld
say ,  " to  have su f fe red  is  to  speak  a l1  languages" '
The refugees were ardent at work, refusing no task,
bu t  they  exce l led  w i th  pa t ien ts  fo r  whom they  had
great  sympathy ,  Many o f  the  g i r l s  had been reg is -
te red  nurses  bu t  the i r  qua l  i f i ca t ions  were  no t
recogn ized in  Canada.

When later on the Czechoslovaks became refug-
ees. the school at Lebret sheltered the Duroquaz
fami ly ,  As  fo r  the  Hungar ians  in  1956,  a  c lo th ing
depot-was opened for them in a furnished and heated
house,  wh ich  meant  the  Schoo l  o f  p rac t ica l  nurs ing
had to be evacuated. Sister Enma Henri,  for her
par t ,  taught  one wou ld-be-pr ies t  French,  La t in  and
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Phi  1osophy .13

The aften effects of the war imoosed an in-
c rease jn  work ,  bu t  o ther  except iona l  events  a re  a lso
recorded in the journals: the enthronenent of the
Sacred Hear t  by  the  i l l us t r ious  Father  Mateo,  the
ho ld ing  o f  a  miss ionary  expos i t ion  fo r  a  week and
also a noteworthy event, a new step for the French
language,  the  open ing  o f  rad io  s ta t jon  CKSB a t  6 :00
p.m.  May 27 ,  1946.  The anna l is t  s t ressed:  "Th is  i s
no  smal l  event .  For  a  long t ime the  French Canad ian
group has  worked to  ob ta in  th is  resu l t .  l . l i th  the
suppor t  o f  o ther  p rov inces ,  espec ia l  l y  Quebec,  the
organ iza t ion  commi t tee  has  been ab le  to  b r ing  th is
p ro jec t  to  f ru i t i on . re

Their care of the ooor from overseas did nor
make the Grey Nuns forget the poor around them.
F j f teen  fami l i es ,  abou t  100  persons  in  a l l ,  were
ass is ted  a t  Chr is tmas.  The prov inc ia l  secre tary
noted  tha t  food and c lo th ino  had been d is t r ibu ted  and
had c rea ted  much happ iness . -1s

Not al. l  news was happy, of course. 0n January
17,  p rec ise ly  by  rneans  o f  rad io  CKSB,  they  heard  o i
the  death  o f  Card ina l  V i l leneuve,  the  20 th  B ishop and
1Oth Archbishop of Quebec. The worthy prince of the
Church ,  aged 63 ,  c losed the  Miss ionary  week a t  S t .
Boniface in 1945 and in September of the same vear he
had s toppe!  aga in  a t  th6  Hosp i ta l  on  h is  

-way  
to

Edmonton. ro  Noth ing  had ind ica ted  the  near  appfoach
o t  dea th .  H is  ta l k  on  Ju ly  2  had  been  spec ia l l y
en joyed:  "L ike  B ishop Tach6 and so  many 

'o thers ,

Mothen d 'Youv i I le  o f ten  d id  sub l ime work  w i thout
rea l  i z ing  i t .  Jus t  as  our  no thers  d id  fancv  work
back  to  f ron t ,  see ing  on ly  the  de fec t ive  s jde  o f
the i r  work ,  you  a1so,  s is te rs  somet imes work  'back  ro
front '  but the works of charity which you produce
speak very well  in your favour. Never stand- in the
way of progress. By al l  means adopt nodern tech-
n iques .  But  keep the  o ld  v i r tues .  Keeo work inq  'back
to  f ron t '  s ince  i t  i s  necessarv  to  do  so .n17  

-

I t  goes  w i thout  say ing  tha t  a t  Grave lbourg ,  the
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loss  o f  the  Canad ian  Card ina l  was  doub lv  fe l t .  The
f i rs t  two years  o f  h is  b ishophood had been spent
there  and h is  memory  was s t i l l  a l i ve .  One might  say
that the tenperature i tself  cornmunicated i ts sadness
to  the  d iocesans .  A  huge quant i t y  o f  snow b locked the
roads and rai lways from January 27 to the fol lowing
February 24 and was clearq{ just in t ime for the
de l  i very  o f  necessary  fue l .15

Grave lbourg  was no t  the  on ly  see to  dep lo re  the
death  o f  i t s  pas tor .  Archb ishop J .  P ,  Monahan d ied
at Regina on May 6; on December 21 at Montreal,
Archb ishop Ye l ie  d ied .  Archb ishop Cabana was present
a t  the  funera l .  No doubt  he  was ed i f ied ,  as  was Mr .
Edouard Gouin, to learn that the deceased had wished
to  be  bur ied  "among the  Sg lp ic ians  in  the  c ryp t  o f
the Seninary of Montrea 1 " rY

There was a solemn service at the Cathedral on
Wednesday,  the  fo l low ing  January  2L  " fo r  th is  w ise
and en l  igh tened counse l  lo r .  The c le rgy  o f  S t .
Bon i face  s t i l l  venera tes  h im and recoon izes  how nuch
they  owe to  h  jm.  uzo

Archb ishop Ye l le  was espec ia l  l y  known fo r  the
wise  d i rec t i ves  he  had g iven on  the  de i i ca te  ques t ion
of teaching French. He had encouraged many f ine
in i t ia t i ves .  The Assoc ia t ion  o f  French-Canad ian
Educators organized a canpaign for French books and
on Apr i l  1 ,  1948 th is  assoc ia t ion  recogn ized the  nos t
i l l us t r ious  teachers  o f  French by  g iv ing  ou t  go ld
rneda ls  fo r  those who had taught  th i r ty  years ;  s i l ver
medals for those wjth twenty-f jve years; bronze
meda ls  fo r  those w i th  s ix teen years .  S ix  Grey  Nuns
rece ived the  go ld  meda l  four ,  the  s i l ver  n reda l ,  and
s ix teen the  bronze.

In  the  f ie ld  o f  hosp i ta l s ,  the  cancer  c l i n i c
was f ina l  l y  inaugura ted  a t  Reg ina .  I t  was
ultramodern, I t  has been cornpleted despite the
res t r i c t ions  o f  war t ime and d i f f i cu l t ies  exper ienced
i n the wor' l  d of work .

The mandate of Sister Trott ier came to an end
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at  the  beg inn ing  o f  1949;  she was rep laced a t  the
he lm by  S is te r  F lo ra  S te-Cro ix  who had been d i rec to r
o f  nov ices  s ince  1935,  Her  func t ions  were  taken over
by  S i  s te r  Mar ie  Garneau.

The reputation of the Grey Nuns, whether
teachers  o r  nurses ,  was  no tv  we l I  es tab l i shed.  The i r
he lp  was so l i c i ted  fo r  the  es tab l i shment  o f  a  hosp i -
tal at Hudson Bay Junction in Saskatchewan. Unfort-
unately, the shortage of personnel required the
prov inc ia l  super io r  to  g ive  a  negat ive  rep ly .  I t  was
good, however, to know that the services of the
sisters were appreciated. In turn they appreciated
the  f r iends  whose loya l ty  was end less ,  One o f  these
loya l  f r iends  was Mr .  R ichard ,  who,  to  p revent  a
fa ta l  exp)os ion ,  made the  sacn i f i ce  o f  h is  l i fe .  0n
December 23, 1949 at Hospice Tach6, a security guard
found h im inan ina te  near  the  fu rnace wh ich  he  had
stopped. Mother Ste. Croix had to communicate the
sad news to  h is  w i fe ,  the  mother  o f  th i r teen ch i ld -
ren, of whom one, Sister Marie had pro4ounced the
vows of a Grey Nun on February 15, 1940.21 To this
mourn fu l  fami ly ,  what  conso la t ion  cou ld  be  o f fe red
except to say that of the promise of Christ to
whoever  make a  sacr i f i ce  o f  h is  l i fe .  A t  the  R ichard
home, these words were welI understood.

The "language of the cross" of which St. Paul
speaks  (1  Cor ,  1 ,18)  i s  no t  eas i l y  learned.  Con-
f ron ted  by  th is  aus tere  rea l i t y ,  Madarne d 'Youv i i le
had so l i c i ted  fo r  herse l f  and her  sp i r i tua l  daughters
"knowledge of this mystery of love" when she began
the  da i l y  rec j ta t jon  o f  the  asp i ra t ion  to  the  Eterna l
F ather .zz

The c ross  was no t ,  however ,  the  exc lus ive  lo t
of the Grey Nuns in the spring of 1950. I t  was the
reg ion  o f  S t .  Bon i face  and i t s  env i rons  wh ich  were  in
the way of "the waters of tr ibulat ion" as one come-
spondent  pu t  i t , zJ  The r i se  in  the  waters  was
menac ing  s ince  mid-Apr i1 .  In  one 24-hour  per iod
there rvas an increase of three feet. Two years
ear l ie r ,  there  had been a  c lose  ca l l  fo r  an  evacua-
t ion .  The nun ic ipa l  au thor i t ies  had even erec ted  a
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d ike  on  hosp i ta l  land ,  a  d ike  wh ich  had no t  been
needed as i t  turned out then but which was hoped to
be su f f i c ien t  now.  However ,  the  d ike  was unab le  to
stoD the Red River which overf lowed i ts banks every-
whe ie  so  tha t  a l l  the  land i t  l i te ra l l y  d rowned was
dec la red  a  d isas ter  zone.  The army was ca l led  in ,
many soldiers being sent to join sone hundreds of
vo l i rn teers .  Sandbags were  p i led  h igh  a t  the  p laces
most  vu lnerab ie  such as  the  f  i t t le  wh i te  house,
Hospice Tach6 and around the hospital and sanatorium.

Tak ing  par t  in  th is  de fence work  were  po l i ce-
nen r  eng inee is ,  av ia to rs - ,  o f f i cers ,  doc tors  and
in t6 rnes l  Archb ishops  Be l iveau and Cabana pu t  on
the i r  work  c lo thes  and took  up  shove ls ,  be ing  im i -
ta ted  in  tha t  by  the  c le rgy ,  the  Jesu i ts ,  the  Ob la te
Fathers, the s-eminarians and the students of the
co1 leges ,

The dikes extended tvventy-six miles to protect
the  sur round ing  v i l lages ;  i t  was  necessary  to  uproo t
trees and dig up land because these dikes were forty-
f i ve  fee t  w ide  and f i f teen  to  e igh teen fee t  h igh .  A
navy detachment attended to pumps. Cranes and
mechan ica l  shove ls  f i l l ed  the  grounds o f  lhe  hosp i -
ta l ,  the  prov inc ia )  house and Hosp ice  Tache.  A t  the
sanator iuh  in  S t .  V i ta l ,  the  Red seemed par t i cu la r ly
threatening while at St. Norbert they had to send
sixty boar-ding pupils arvay. Every. bui. lding had to
evacuate the basements and go up to the f irst and
then to the second f loor. Night and day, guards
watched the  d ikes ,  s igna l l ing  the  leas t  weakness .
N igh t  and day ,  nurs ing  s is te rs  admjn is te red  vacc ine
aga i  ns t  typho i  d  ,

Rad io  s ta t ion  CKSB t ransmi t ted  d is t ress  ca l l s
and brought the most urgent needs to the attention of
the oublic. Mother Ste:Croix sent food to the Cercle
ouvr-ier and, and along with three sisters, she went
to the sanatorium to rel ieve the worn-out workers.
A las ,  the  la t te r  d id  no t  p ro f i t  much f ron  re lp i te
s ince  the  incessant  no ise  o f  heavy  veh ic les  d id  no t
favour  s  leep.
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Sunday,  May 7 ,  Mass  was broadcas t  s ince  access
to  the  Cathedra l  was  imposs ib le .  A l readv  two o f  the
three  br idges  be tween S l ,  Bon i face  and Winn ipeg were
submerged. Barns were torn away and the aninals
orowne0,

At  the  Hosp i ta l ,  the  army a t  f i r s t  s tayed in
the basement but then had to nove to the f irst f loor.
The soldiers did not go about unarmed. When a door
res is ted ,  they  s imp ly  b roke i t  open.  The anna l is t
records :  "Every th ing  is  sh iny  w i th  mud. "  I t  was
necessary to serve extra meals for the soldiers and
vo lun teers .  The S is te rs  o f  the  Ho lv  Names o f  Jesus
and Mary  sent  twe lve  o f  the i r  pup i i s  to  he lp ;  they
served for two days unti l  rel ieved by the Red Cross.

To add to  the  mis fo r tune,  a  cease less  ra in  fe l l
caus ing  the  Se jne  R iver  to  over f low too .  The rush  o f
water in the Red River prevented the Seine from
enter ing  and i t  had to  f ind  a  new course  w i th  waves
of water spreading everywhere. Many suffered from
co ld  as  the  fu rnaces  were  neut ra l i zed  bv  the  water .
Supp i ies  o f  sand began to  run  low and there  was r i sk
o f  the  d ikes  co l laps ing .  The order  was g iven May 7
to  evacuate  the  pa t ien ts .  Hear inq  th is  news on  the
rad io ,  one o ld  d ran  a t  the  Hosp ic -e  co l lapsed,  Two
other deaths occuned before the deoarture. Trulv
old age is vulnerable. Some 400 agbd persons lef i
their quarters; the soldiers admired the care given
to these patients by the sisters, Their adrnirat ion
was rec ip roca l ,  fo r  the  s is te rs  commended the  so l -
d ie rs  fo r  the i r  k indness  and the i r  respec t  towards
the  hand icapped and the  e1der1y .  S is te rs  and nurses
escor ted  the i r  wards  jn to  ex j le  to  Enandon,  Reg ina
and Ca lgary  where  they  were  we lcomed cord ia l l y .

A t  the  Sanator iun ,  tubercu la r  ch i ld ren  learneo
tha t  the i r  ou ter  c lo th ing  had no t  g rown a long w i th
them; sometines long months and even years had gone
by s ince  the i r  admiss ion .  Adu l ts  and ch i ld ren  found
refuge at N inette, Brandon, Deer Lodge and
Saskatchewan.  A t  the  hosp i ta l ,  220 arnbu lan t  pa t ien ts
were discharged; the other 300 were noved by ambu-
lance or  by  s t re tcher  to  the  hosp i ta ls  o f  L l inn ipeg.
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The s is te rs  a t  S t .  Norber t  had to  f lee  the
convent by canoe and then reach the stat ion by wagon'
The t ra in  was some e igh t  hours  la te ,  fu l1  o f  passen-
gers  f lee ing  f rom the  f lood .  The Daughters  o f  the
Cross  w i th  th i r t y  o f  the i r  pup i l s ;  who le  fami l i es
were on the nove. 0thers separated by accident went
from coach to coach looking for one another. The
t ra in  reached the  s ta t ion  in  Winn ipeg a t  about  5 :00
p.m.  The s is te rs  had to  p ro tes t  to  avo id  be ing  sent
s t ra igh t  on  to  Por tage la  Pra i r ie  as  p lanned by  the
autho i j t ies .  They  were  we lcomed a t  the  prov inc ia l
house where already the novices had been sent to the
mother  house in  Mont rea l  wh i le  inva l id  s is te rs  had
been sent  to  the  hosp i ta ls  a t  Reg ina ,  S te-Rose and
Fort Frances. The grey establ ishments sheltered only
rel igious personnel and those enployees who were
wi l l i ng  to  rema in  a t  the i r  pos t .

Fron  a  b i rd 's -eye  v iew,  the  who le  reg ion
oresented  i t se l f  as  a  ser ies  o f  i s lands  w i th  so i l
ravaged by  mechan ica ' l  shove ls  as  i f  she l l s  had dug
d i tches .  One anna l is t  remarked:  " I t  was  jus t  l i ke
be ing  in  a  war . "  The Sanator iu rn  i t se l f  looked l i ke
a  med ieva l  fo r t ress  under  s iege.  There  lacked on ly
a drawbridge. SmalI boats were attached to the doors
so  as  to  fac i l  j ta te  qu ick  depar tu res .  I t  was  th is
scene of desolat ion that Archbishop Cabana saw from
the he l j cop ter  he  used_to  br ing  a  p rov is ion  o f  a l ta r
bread to  a ishop pa i l16 ,  the  ia r i ih  p r ies t  o f  S te .
Agathe. There was no question of landing. The box
of hosts was dropped at the precise point agreed
upon,  by  an  Ang l  i can  min is te r  who was in  the  he l i cop-
te r  w i th  the  Archb ishop.  He sa id ,  "Th is  i s  the  f i rs t
t jme I  have taken par t  in  Catho l  i c  comnun ion" ,
Another  passenger ,  a  rabb i ,  sa id  Archb ishop Cabana
had dr"opped manna on the desert of Ste. Agathe.

0n May 14 a telegram cane from overseas. The
super io r  genera l ,  Mother  Courv i l le ,  was  a t  Rome- fo r
the  consecra t jon  o f  Archb ishop-e lec t  Pau l  Emi le  Leger
o f  Mont rea l ,  fo l low ing  the  res ignat ion  o f  Archb ishop
Joseph Charbonneau.za Mother General had gone with
S js te r  R.A.  Laberge,  an  aunt  o f  the  new Archb ishop.
The news of the f lood had been sent bv the assistant
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general.  Her message was read to the sisters by
Mother  S te-Cro ix :  "Prayer ,  sy rnpathy ,  a f fec t ion . "  Th i i
t ime i t  was  no t  on ly  the  Red R iver  wh ich  over f lowed.

For  two days  ye t ,  i t  was  necessary  to  l i ve  in
uncer ta in ty .  Wou ld  the  o ld  foundat ions  o f  the  wh i te
house,  da t ing  back  to  1846,  ho ld  o r  wou ld  they  g ive
way? Mother Provincial inspired confidence by her
seren i ty .  A t  the  hosp i ta l ,  S is te r  Mar ie -Ber the
Dorajs demonstrated such couraqe that the soldiers
wanted to promote her to the ran-k of an off icer. The
same cou ld  be  sa id  o f  the  o ther  suoer io rs  who he id  on
to  the j r  pos ts  hero ica l l y ,  suppor ted  by  the  courage
of  those who par t i c ipa ted  in  the i r  respons ib i l i t i es .

The water reached i ts crest at thirty feet,
four inches above the normal level when i t  beoan ro
recede on May 16. The descent was slow and watihful-
ness  had to  be  na in ta ined.  The Provencher  b r idge
once nore  becane v js ib le  and opened aga in  to  t ra f f i c .
Then came the  grea t  c lean-up w i th  the  shove l l  ing  ou t
o f  the  nud.  Gradua l ly  the  ex j les  began to  re iu rn .
The e lder ly  who had gone to  Reg ina  where  S is te r
Far ley  had kept  thern  in  good sp i r i t s  re tu rned a long
wi th  the  e lder ly  s is te rs  and inva l  ids  f rom the
djfferent convents where they had been warniy re-
ceived. Novices and postulants returned from Mon-
t rea l  a t  the  ra i lway  s ta t jon  June 1 .  The o lder
sisters had been afraid to die "far awav from hone.,,
from the humble house in which they had promised io
fo l low the  Lord .  When they  en tered  the  chape l ,
S is te r  S te-Math i lde ,  aged 81  years ,  vo iced a loud
these words of the psalmist that her companions were
s i1ent1y ,  bu t  no  less  fe rvent ly  p ray ing ,  "One day
wi th in  your  cour ts  i s  be t te r  than a  thousand e l -
sewhere .  I  have chosen to  l i ve  in  the  house o f  the
Lord  a l1  the  days  o f  rny  l i f e . "  (ps .  84 ,11) .  And  now
one cou ld  apprec ia te  a l l  the  rnore  the  lo t  o f  the
refugees and displaced persons from overseas. Those
persons  had no  hope o f  see ing  the i r  na t ive  Iands
aga in  o r  the i r  re la t i ves ,  wh i le  the  evacuees f rom St .
Boniface had not left  their countrv and had not had
to  learn  a  new language.  In  a  sho i t  t ime,  a l l  were
set t led  and thanksg iv ing  was o f fe red  w i th  a  sense o f
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wondernent at the fact "that the f lood had spared al1
the  re l jq ious  ins t i tu t ions  in  the  pa th  o f  the  f lood-
inq  Red 

'R iver ,  
inc lud ing  the  convent  o f  the  S is te rs

o f " the  Prec ious  B lood ,  the  Archb ishop 's  pa lace ,  the
bas i l i ca ,  the  co l lege ,  the  hosp ice  and  the  .houses
s i tua ted  on  the  cour ie  o f  the  process ion  organ jzed by
Father  B la is . "  There  was another  p rocess ion  on  the
feast of the Sacred Heart to thank God for this very
spec ia l  p ro tec t ign .  Many en thus ias t ic  peop le  jo ined
t i re  o rocbss jon .25  Pet i t lons  were  numerous  as  bare ly
10% bf the farms had been able to put in crops. The
sisters fol lowed the exarnple of their foundress in
sav inq ,  " l  abandon ^  qvery th  i  ng  to  Prov idence in .wh ich
I  i iaae  my t rus t .nzo  Th is  to ta l  t rus t  in  Prov idence
*ai one oi the thetnes of a new biography of Mother
d 'Youv i l l e ,  pub l i shed  in  1950  by  S jg te r  Pau l ine  F i t t s
o f  the  Grev  Nuns  o f  Ph i lade lPh ia . " '

The memorable year also marked the centenary of
the  convent  o f  S t .  F ranQois -Xav ie r .  I t  had  no t  had
the  damage o f  S t .  Norb6r t .  The h igh l igh t .  fo r  the
convent r ias November 5 which the sisters intended to
ce lebra te  modest ly  and s imp ly .  However . ,  the .par ish i -
oners  wanted  to  r i i se  a  monur i ren t  to  Mother  d 'Youv i l le
on  th is  occas ion ,  thus  tes t i f y ing  to  the  regard  they
had for those who had for 100-years devoted themsel-
ves  to  the  educat ion  o f  the  ch i ld ren  o f  the  d is t r i c t '

At Ste-Anne- des -Ch6nes , l ikewise, there was
less danaqe due to the water of tr ibulat ion but i t
was f ire w-hich ravaged the monastery of the Redempto-
r i s t  Fa thers ,  F i re  th rea tened l fe  par ish  church  and
the  convent  fo r  16  who le  hours .zo  But  bo th  escaped.
This was more fortunate than the f ire at Ste-Cune-
gonde Hosp ice  in  Mont rea l  where  35  v ic t jms per ished
inc lud ino  2  Grev  Nuns.  Th is  sad news came to  S t '
Bon i face  by  means o f  rad jo  wh ich  a lso  to ld  o f  the
death  o f  S is te r  Ber the  MarEhessau l t  a t  9 :00  p . rn '  She
had qone to Berens River ze the previous September 12
and iad  sa id  a t  the  t ine ,  " I f  I  shou ld  d ie  here ,
burv  me near  the  b iqqes t  s tone on  the  lakeshore . "
Th i i  w ish  was par t iaT ly  e f fec ted .  Wi thout  means o f
transDortat ion in winter, her body had to be buried
jn thi- l i t t le cemetery not far from the lake whose
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beauty  she had adrn i red ,30

Mother  S te-Cro ix  d id  no t  know i t  bu t  her
ges ture  o f  January  10 ,  1952 v^ ,as  to  pu t  the  f in ish ing
touch on  her  apos to la te  a t  S t .  Bon i face .  The iad ie i
in  charge o f  soc ia l  serv ice  a t  the  par ish  now had
headquar te rs  in  the  basenent  o f  the  bdrs i l i ca ;  Mother
prov inc ia l  p rov ided the  fu rn i tu re  fo r  thern ,  inc lud ing
the  tab les ,  sewing  mach ines ,  e tc .  She sa id  she was
do ing  th is  " fo r  the  poor ,  "  thus  im i ta t ing  the  found-
ress. A few days afterward she went to Montreal for
the general chapter of the Grey Nuns. She was to
have a  surpr ise  nominat ion  there ,  bu t  she  was no t  the
on ly  one to  be  surpr ised  be  a  new pos t ing .  0n
February 1, i t  was learned that Archbishop G. Cabana
had been appointed to be coadjutor-Arihb i  s hop of
Sherbrooke.  He wou ld  leave St .  Bon i face  as  soon as
h is  successor  a r r i ved .3 l

As  fo r  Mother  S te-Cro ix ,  on  February  11  she was
chosen super io r  genena l .  Her  ass is tan t ,  S is te r  A l i ce
Laverdure, was naned treasurer general.  Archbishop
Cabana wrote to the new superior general:  , 'Thb
prov ince  o f  Man i toba is  jn  q r ie f  s ince  two o f  i t s
s is te rs  have le f t  i t .  You-  a re  fo l low ino  a  bad
example ,  tha t  o f  myse l f .  32

Both the Archb i  s hop-Coadjutor and Mother Ste-
Cro ix  had been we l l  p repared fo r  the i r  tasks .  Both
had shown leadersh ip  qua l i t ies  dur ing  the  f lood  in
the recent year of great disturbance, as Sister
Turenne refemed to i t .

The canon ica l  p rov ince  o f  S t ,  Bon i face  was
ent rus ted  to  Mother  C lar i lda  For t in  who had serveq as
a.m_iss ionary  in  A lber ta  fo r  many years  and who had
f i l led  the  o f f i ce  o f  ass is tan t  

-  
genera l  fo r  twe ive

years. Her nomination came only a few days before
. tha t .  o f  _ the  B ishop o f  5 t ,  Pau l ,  A lber ta .  B isnop
Maurice Baudoux, now pronoted to be coadjutor-Arcn-
b  i  shop o f  S t .  Bon i face .

The new Archbishop had been born in 1902 at La
Louv. ie re  in  Be lg ium and had cone to  Canada in  l9 l l ,
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h is  fami ly  se t t l ing  in  Prud 'homme,  Saskatchewan.
There  he  comple ted  h is  p r i rnary  and c lass ica l  courses
in te r rup ted  by  a  ser ious  i l l ness  when he  was on ly  15 .
He was taken to  S t .  Pau l ' s  Hosp i ta l  in  Saskatoon.
The doc tors  on  s ta f f  despa i red  o f  h is  hea l th  bu t  two
Grey  Nuns un i ted  the i r  p rayers  to  the  bes t  o f  care .
One 'o f  the  s is te rs  was S is ie r  C la r i lda  For t in .  When
the young boy was cured, despite the unfavourable
prognos is ,  she  tu rned to  h is  e ldes t  s is te r ,  Mar ie t te ,
who-  was a  second mother  to  h im,  say ing :  "God must
have a  grea t  ro le  fo r  th is  young nan s ince  He has
saved him from certain death, " This statenent made
a deep impression on the boy who later on was to -s-ay
i t ' l s  i ru t  

' i he  
beg inn ing  o f  h - i  s  p r ies t l y  vocat ion .33  

-

St. Boniface welcomed jts new shepherd on June
2 w i th  3 ,000 peop le  in  a t tendance.  He nade a  grand
impress ion  w i th  h is  he igh t ,  be ing  as  ta l l  as  B ishop
Provencher ;  h is  apos to l  j c  d i rec t ions  were  revea led  in
the  dev ice  wh ich  he  adopted :  "To  spend onese l f  to
the  end, "  A  cord ia l  we lcome was expressed by  Father
Leo B la is  who h imse l f  was ,  naned B ishop o f  Pr ince
Alber t  jus t  a  month  la te r . ' *

Archb ishop Baudoux apprec ia ted  the  co l -
labora t ion  o f  the  Grey  Nuns,  In  fac t ,  a t  h is  d iocese
of  S t .  Pau l ,  he  had-drawn up a  p lan  fo r  then to  car ry
on works  o f  nercv . r )  He honoured those o f  S t .  Bon i -
face  by  h is  f  i r s i  v is i t  on  June 4  and expressed h is
satisfact ion at the progress of the School of Nursing
and o f  the  hosp i ta l ,  works  wh ich  were  expand ing  aga in
to  meet  the  needs o f  the  popu la t ion .  In  h is  v is i t  to
the  o ld  s is te rs  a t  the  in f i rmary ,  the  Archb ishop
showed he was a man of understanding and synpathy.
It  was noticed that^-he had to bow his head when he
entered the rooms. ro

0nce again the mother-church of the l ' lest was
subd iv ided.  The new d iocese o f  Thunder  Bay ,  c rea ted
Apr i l  29 ,  1952 had B ishop Edward  Q.  Jenn ings  as  i t s
t i tu la r .  S t .  Marguer i te 's  Schoo l  and La  Verendrye 's
Hosp i ta l  were  in  h is  ju r i sd ic t ion .  I t  was  the  ne lv
pas tor  who opened o f f i c ia l l y  the  new wing  o f  "our
hosp i ta l  wh ich  had become too  smal l " ,  as  a  comespon-



a

Z Y Z

dent  pu t  i t .37

Some two days  ear l ie r  S t .  Jean-Bapt is te  par ish
had j t s  75 th  ann iversary .  Fa ther  S '  Caron s t ressed
the  fac t  tha t  the  Grev  Nuns were  the  f i rs t  teachers
there.38 As a matter 

-of 
fact, they had taught there

from 1892 to 1895. The shortage of teachers and the
needs of St. Boniface had forced the Grey Nuns to
withdraw to the great regret of those involved and
esoec ia l l v  o f  Mot ie r  Hamel  who was then the  v icar ia l
suber io r . -The memory  o f  th is  q rea t  s is te r  was  espec i -
a l j v  ca l led  to  m ind- in  1952  as  the  f ine  t rees  p lan ted
by  ie r  fe l l  under  the  axe .  For  the  th i rd  t ime i t
became necessary to "rewood" the principal entrance-
wav to the old monasterv' Amonq some 200 trees there

" . i " - rs i i  
l i ru i -uufrre i  dhich bldomed each spr ing.3e

The new trees had not rnuch t ime to grow when
there  took  p lace  a t  S t ,  Bon i face  f rom August  7  to  10 ,
1953 the  f i f th  na t iona l  congress  o f  the  Assoc ia t ion
of  French- language educators .  Archb ishops  Be l iveau
and Baudoux we lcomed the  ecc les ias t i ca l  d ign i ta r ies
who came to  the  conference inc lud ing  H is  Eminence
Card ina l  Pau l -Emi1e Leger ,  Archb ishop o f  Mont rea l ;
the  Pr imate  o f  the  Canad ian  church ,  Archb ishop
Maur ice  Roy;  the  Archb ishop-e lec t  o f  0 t tawa M.J .
Len ieux ;  A ichb ishop P.  Pocock  o f  Winn ipeg;  the i r
Exce l  l enc ies  B ishops  L .P .  Luss ie r ,  Lou is  Levesque ,
Leo B1a is ,  Henr i  Rduth ie r ,  G 'M.  Coder re  represent ing
respec t ive ly  S t .  Pau l ,  A lber ta l  Hears t - ,  0n tar io ;
Pr ince  A lber t ,  Saskatchewan;  Grouard ,  A lber ta ,  and
Sa in t  Jean,  Quebec as  we l l  as  H is  Exce l lency  B ishgp
M.  Herman iuk ,  aux i l ia ry  to  the  Man i toba Exarchate . * '

Var jous  ac t i v i t i es  took  p lace  inc lud ing  a
miss ionary  expos i t i on ,  a  fo l k lo re  fes t i va l ,  an
excurs ion  jn to  the  Man i toba count rys ide .  There  was
a Pont i f i ca l  mass  a t  the  bas i l i ca  ce lebra ted  by  H is
Exce i lency  Card ina l  Leger  w i th  Archb ishop Roy g iv ing
the  sermon.  The Mass was fo l lowed by  the  unve i l ing
of a monument dedicated to the memory of the f irst
b ishop o f  the  West ,  B ishop Norber t  Provencher r_  by  h is
th i rd  successor .  H is  Exce l lency  Archb ishop Be l iveau.
Th is  year  o f  1953 a lso  marked the  i00 th  ann iversary
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of  the  death  o f  th is  va lo rous  aDost le  who in  1843 had
v is i ted  the  Grey  Nuns a t  po in t6 - i -Ca l l ie res .

The Archb ishoo o f  Mont rea l  v is i ted  the  o ld
wh i te  house on  August  7  and pronounced a  eu logy  o f
the pioneers " imjtators of an extraordinary woman, a
s t rong woman f i l l ed  w i th  dar ing .  The sp i r i t  o f  the
founders and of foundresses is one of boldness and
conquest . . .  A  communi ty  wh ich  tu rns  in  on  i t se l f
r i sks  los ing  the  spark  o f  the  f i rs tJears .  Works  o f
God are  a lways  works  o f  conquest . "qz

When the  b less ing  o f  the  corners tone o f  the
wing  added to  the  Schoo l  o f  Nurs ing  took  p1ace,  H is
Emjnence recal led: "Four women came here and planted
on this ground the precious seed of charity; today we
see the great tree which has sprung from it .  A
mul t i tude  oro f i t s  f rom the  shade o f  th is  t ree  co-
ver ing  a1 l  the  wonder fu l  char i tab . le  works  o f  the
s is te rs ,  nurses  and doc tors ,  in  a  word ,  o f  a l i  the
personne l  o f  th is  imrnense hosp i ta l  wh ich  is  the  g lo ry
o f  Sa in t  Bon i face , .Jhe  honour  o f  th is  p rov ince  and o f
our  dear  Canada,  "eJ

Two weeks  a f te r  th js  un forge t tab le  congress ,
the Grey Nuns of the 20th century, fol lowing the
example  o f  those who had gone be fore ,  camied ass js -
tance to  K ing  Edward  Hosp i ta l  in  .W. inn ipeg,  burdened
wi th  many cases  o f  po l iomye l i t i s .++

Toward the end of the sunner, a helping hand
was ex tended to  the  miss ion  a t  Chester f ie ld  In le t
where a school was opened for Eskimo chi ldren. The
Grey  Nuns o f  N ico le t ,  in  1931,  had hero ica l l y  begun
a hoso i ta l  in  th is  deso la te  a rea  and had car r ied  on
an admi rab le  apos to la te .  S is te r  E l i zabgth  Herauf ,  an
exce i  len t  teacher ,  was  sent  up  there ,ar

At  S t .  Bon i face  i t se l f ,  the  0b la te  S is te rs ,
founded by  Archb ishop Langev in ,  p lanned the  bu i ld ing
of thejr mother house anj sought and obtained the
exper ience o f  S js te r  S te-En i l ienne,  a  Grey  Nun.

Father Arthur Moquin, cur6 of Graveibourg,
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recogn iz ing  the  ava i  lab i  I  i t y  o f  the  daughters  o f
Marguer i te  d 'Youv i I le  had reason to  say ,  a t  the  25 th
ann iversary  o f  the  found ing  o f  S t .  Joseph Hosp i ta l  ,
"Venerab le  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  i s  no  nore ,  bu t  her
va l ian t  q4d  generous  sp j r i t  l j ves  on  in  her  re l ig ious
fami  l y .  "eo

Appea l  ing  to  th js  generos i ty ,  B ishop Len ieux
suggested the opening of a personal care home in
Grave lbourq ,  H is  p roposa l  was  taken up  by  h is
successor, 

-B 
ishop Air ire Decosse, a good fr idnd 6f the

Grey  Nuns who apprec ia ted  the  S is te rs '  he lp  a t  the
t ime o f  the  f lood  o f  1950.  The new b ishop rece ived
ep iscopa l  consecra t ion  in  h is  own ca thedra l  on
January 20, L954 at the hands of Archbishop Baudoux
assisted by the pre.v ious. bishop- of Gravelbourg,
B ishop Lemieux ,  and Archb ishop 0 'Ne i1  o f  Reg ina .
B ishop Decosse,  o rda jned Ju ly  3 ,  1926 had been
success ive ly  ass js tan t  secre tary ,  v  i  ce-chance I  1or ,
found ing  par ish  pr ies t  o f  T reherne,  v icar  genera l ,
d iocesan consu l to r ,  synoda l  judge and rnember  o f  the
Commiss ion  on  Sacred nus ic .  Moreover ,  he  had been
super io r  o f  the  Major  Sqq inary  where  he  f i l l ed  the
chh i l in  Ho l  v  Scr io iu re .a8

During the sumrner, Father Hacault left  the
chap la incy  o f  the  sanator ium and became in  h is  tu rn
a prbfessor of the Major Serninary which, i t  used to
be said, was a cradle at_ O.. l  t . taPt.

"Do not let the tran sforrnat i  ons of our century
pass  w i th  the  res ignat ion  o f  the  conquered,  bu t  c l imb
bo1d1y on  to  the  dr iver ' s  sea t  and t ry  to  d i rec t  the
mach ine : "  these are  the  words  o f  A lber t  de  Mun.

More than ever these words were useful in the
post-war years when science moved with bewildering
speed and brought about radical changes in most
f ie lds .  Adapta t ion  became the  key  to  surv iva l  fo r
many t rad i t iona l  works  wh ich  had to  keep up  w i th
la tes t  deve loprnents .  V , l i th  new Ieg is la t ion ,  somet ines
exce l  len t  under tak ings  had to  be  g iven up ,  under
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tak ings  tha t  had proven themse lves  exce l len t  in  the i r
day but were now becoming obsolete. Tecinology,
however, does not el imjnate the dangers fnom ac-
c idents ,  nor  the  r i sks  o f  t r ia l  and emor  in  the
search  fo r  p rogress .  Success  and hardsh ip  fo rm the
woof  and warp  in  the  l i fe  o f  man and o f  h is  ins t i tu -
t jons  so  tha t  inev i tab ly  ioy  and sor row keep a l te r -
na t ing  in  the  chron ic les  o f  the  Grey  Nuns '

0n June 7, 1954, at the l i t t le town of Ste-
Anne-des-Ch6nes the effects of a tornado were felt
there  and in  the  suburbs  o f  l { inn ipeg.  "The w ind  b lew
over  the  k i tchen ch i rnney ;  the  br icks ,  in  the i r  tu rn ,
fe l1  th rough the  roo f  in to  a  c lassroorn  wh ich  happ i ly
was vacant-. Fire was mastered wjt l tout dif f iculty,
bu t  there  was cons iderab le  darnage. r r4e  169 upper  ha l f
o f  the  br ick  wa l l  on  the  eas t  s ide  o f  the  bu i ld ing
was torn down and the outhouses badly beaten. At, the
Nursing School there were now more than eighty-four
studenis and further expansion t,as necessary. An
add i t ion  inc luded c lassrooms,  labora tor ies  and a
la rge  l  ib ra ry .s0  A canrpa ign  fo r  subscr ip t ions . to  pay
for -a  new wing  a t  the  hosp i ta l  was  launched under  the
pat ronage o f -  Archb ishop Baudoux.  | . r | i th  ab le  co l -
labora tors  i t  p roduced good resu l ts .  A  s tee l  s t ruc-
ture of eight f loors was planned to become the
cent ra l  bu i ld ing  o f  the  Hosp i ta l  to  rep lace  sone o f
the  o ld  bu i ld ' in -gs  wh ich  d idappeared.  

'For  
the  las t

two yeans there shone frorn the top of the ho.spita' l  a
16- foo t  h igh  c ross  w i th  a  l0 - foo t  t raverse  p iece .  I t
was a reproduction on a larger scale of the cross
worn by the Grey Nuns as fai back as 1755' Arch-
bishop Baudoux presided at the dedication on Septem-
ber 8, 1954. i le thanked God for having sent four
s is te rs  to  found_- th is  hosp i ta l ,  the  nos t  impor tan t
one in  the  West ,  r I

The coad ju to r  -Archb i  s  hop o f  S t .  Bon i face
proceeded then to  the  open ing  o f  a  new bu i ld ing  wh ich
was abso lu te ly  essent ia l  in  h is  eyes .  A  w ing  had
been added to the major seninary, a tving sheltering
a spacious chapel, an oratory, and 15 bedrooms al l
fu rn ished by  the  hosp i ta l .  More  i rnpor tan t  s t i l l ,  the
Messjeurs of Saint Sulpice had agreed to take over
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th is  schoo l  o f  p r ies t l y  fo rmat jon .s2

The coming o f  the  d isc ip les  o f  Mr .  0 l ie r  d id
not  d raw the  keen in te res t  on ly  o f  ecc les ias t i ca l
super io rs ,  S is te r  S te-Math i lde  who had a  q i f t  fo r
ex f ress ing  the  thoughts  o f  her  compan ions53 wro te :
"We have been pray ing  fo r  such a  long t ime tha t  the
5u lp ic ians  migh t  es tab l  i sh  themse lves  here .  "  Every -
one knew the  k indnesses  o f  Sa in t  Su lo ice  towand
Mother  d 'Youv i l le  who had found in  the  persons  o f  Mr .
du Lescoat, Mr, Normant and Mr. Montgoifer the
en l igh tened sp i r i tua l  d i rec to rs  who gu ided her  in  her
vocation as a foundress. Mr. Edouard Gagnon and his
co l league,  Mr .  G.  M.  Bu l teau rendered t remendous
services to the Grey Nuns of St. Boniface and here as
a t  Mont rea l  the  Su lp ic ians  cont inued the i r  t rad i t ion
o f  good re la t ions  w i th  the  s is te rs .

Whi le  S te-Anne-  de  s  -Ch6nes was t roub led  by  a
devas ta t ing  ga1e,  i t  was  f lood ing  tha t  d is tu rbed
Not re-Dane-des-Ne iges  a t  Berens  R iver .  Dur ing  the
n igh t  o f  0c tober  11-12 ,  the  w ind  came up so  s t rong ly
tha t  the  house began to  shake l i ke  a  rock ing  c rad le .
l ' later spread everywhere. There was soon three feet
of watel in the stable and f ive cords of wood f loated
away. The narrator of these events concluded, "Water
and Wind,  0  b less  ye  the  Lord .  " )a

The announcenent that was nade in November met
with the aooroval of evervone. A house would be
bujl t  withir i  two years at-the corner of Tache and
Despins Streets facing Valade Street across from La
Verendrye Park. This was to be the residence of the
Grey Nuns. Actual ly the house had been planned for
during the last year. The kiosk was moved to a place
near  the  Sanator ium bv  the  r i ver .  Fa ther  Bonne-
v i  I  le ' s  inpu t  assured-  tha t  the  new chaoe l  wou ld
conform to ' the  l i tu rg ica l  norms.  The cor i t t {c t  fo r
cons t ruc t ion  was s ig -ned Novenber  17 ,  1954.ss  As-
surance was gjven, contrary to rurnour, that the dear
o ld  house wo"u ld  iemain  as 'a  ves t ige  b f  the  pas t  to
wh ich  venera t ion  was due.

The year 1955 v{as relat ively young when at the
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open ing  o f  the  leg is la t i ve  sess ion  in  Man i toba Mr .
Roger  Te i l le t ,  M,L .A.  fo r  S t .  Bon i face ,  p ra ised the
hospital "as one of the most modern fol lqwing the new
const ruc t ion  tha t  has  been comole ted . " )o

Two weeks  la te r ,  on  February  24 ,  S is te r  Dora is ,
the  ins t iga tor "  o f  the  who le  under tak ing ,  was  named
super io r  o f  the  canon jca l  p rov ince  o f  A lber ta ,  I t
was  w i th  th i s  t i t l e  tha t  she  ass is ted  on  Mav  17  a t
the  open ing  o f  the  magn i f j cen t  ed i f i ce  and ihanked
the col laborators and fr iends who had nade the
expans ion  o f  the  work  poss ib le ,  thus  ensur ing  t f tq
teinpor"a 1 welfare and spir i tual 

'good 
of patienis.sT

As fo r  S is te r  Jarbeau,  rep lac ing  S is te r  Dora is ,  she
rev iewed the  h is to ry  o f  th js  jns t i tu t ion  dur inq  a
nadio interview. I t-now had 671 beds and sixtv-se-ven
cr ibs ,  rep lac ing  the  B3-year -o1d bu i ld ing  w i th  i t s
humble  beg inn ings  o f  four  pa t ien ts  in  1871.

A few days later the sisters were present in
the  h is to r ic  S t .  Bon i face  Cathedra l  a t  the  consecra-
t ion  o f  B ishop Pau l  Dunouche l ,  "a  na t ive  o f  the
par ish"  who re i laced B ishop Mar t in  La jeunesse in  the
v icar ia te  o f  Keewat in .

Among the Grey Nuns there was a t ime of great
joy when a cablegran was received from Rome announ-
c ing  tha t  the  Sacred Congregat ion  had proc la imed tha t
Mother  d 'Youv i l  le  was  a  woman o f  hero ic  v i r tue .  Th is
was on the Feast of the Holy Cross, a day always dear
to  Mother  d 'Youv i l le .sB I i  was  another -  feas t -  o f  the
Holy  Cross  tha t  saw the  death  o f  H is  Exce l lency ,
Archb ishop Ar thur  Be l i veau who d ied  a t  the  age o f  85
in the 62nd year of priesthood and after 41 years of
be ing  a  b ishop.  The venerab le  oc togenar ian  had fe l t
s ick  dur ing  the  n igh t  bu t  had wa i ted  un t i l  norn ing
before  ca l l ing  fo r  he1p.  He was taken to  the  hos-
p i ta l  a t  7 :00  a ,m.  bu t  two hours  1a ter ,  a l l  was
f in ished.  Archb ishop Baudou;  wro te ,  ' r0ur  sor row is
immense because Anchbishoo Bel iveau was a father for
a l l  o f  us .  A  fa ther  Prov i 'dence o laced a t  our  head to
gover "n  and ed i fy  us .  He governed on ly  un t i l  1931 bu t
[e  doub lv  ed i f i ;d  us  f ron- then un t i l  Seotember  14 .nse
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Father  d 'Eschambau l t  ca l led  i t  a  na t iona l  Ioss ;
the  s is te rs  fe l t  a  f ra te rna l  g r ie f  shar ing  in  the
sorrow of Sister St-Antonin, a younger sister of the
deceased. The work of this giant was well  remembered
and espec ia l l y  h is  c rea t ion  o f  the  Assoc ia t ion  o f
Educat ion  o f  French-Canad ians .

Archb ishop  Be l j veau ,  Guard ian  o f  the  fa i th ,  had
ba t t led  hero ica l l y  fo r  h i s  f l ock ;  he  had  ed i f i ed  by
h is  a t ten t ion  to  the  humble  tasks  o f  garden ing  and
beekeep ing .  He had recent ly  par t i c ipa ted  in  sav ing
the bakery fron the f lood. His last message pro-
nounced on  the  rad io  on  March  2  had been mov ing :  " I
am p leased once nore  to  b less  the  pr ies ts ,  s is te rs
and bro thers  o f  the  Archd iocese as  we l l  as  a l l  the
fa i th fu l .  . .  God has  Dermi t ted  tha t  I  shou ld  be
s t r i cken;  I  have.p f fe red  my su f fe r ings  and ny  s i lence
for vour oood, uou 0n Seotember 21 the funeral Mass
was 

'celeSrated 
bv Arcl ibishoo Baudoux under the

pres idency  o f  Card ina l  McGuigdn and B ishops  Cabana,
Pocock, Decosse, Dumouchel and a great number of
p r ies ts  and c iv ic  d ign i ta r ies .  A t  the  express
request of deceased there was no funeral eulogy. He
was bur ied  in  the  c ryp t  o f  the  ca thedra l  a long w i th
the rerna jns of his venerated predecessors.

The year 1955 drew to an end with the sjsters
once aga in  unders tand ing  the  language o f  the  c ross ,
During the afternoon of November 12, Mother Ste-
Cro ix ,  who was mak ing  her  o f f i c ia l  v is i t  o f  the
houses of Saint Boniface was informed of the traoedv
at Nicolet on the rnorning of that same day. TFer6
had been an earthquake with great pine trees of the
park fal l ing down one by one l ike soldiers moved down
by gunf i re .  A  n inu te  la te r ,  the  Co l lege o f  the
Bro thers  o f  the  Chr is t ian  Schoo ls ,  a  par t  o f  the
b ishop 's  house,  two houses  and a  gas  s ta t ion  had
d isappeared in  the  abyss .  A  chron ic le r  there  des-
c r ibed the  scene as  a  v is ion  o f  the  Apoca lypse.
There  was genera i  pan ic ;  two persons  los t  the i r
l i ves ,  The Hote l -D ieu ,  the  prov inc ia i  house o f  the
Grey Nuns and the old folks' home had to be evacuated
speedily as lhe crater reached nearly to the cathe-
dra l  nearbv .  o l
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The ca tac lysm a t  N ico le t  reca l  led  to  the
s is te rs  o f  S t ,  Bon i face  the  drama o f  the i r  f lood .
Al l  joined in the nessage of sympathy to the dear
s is te rs  o f  N jco le t  who were  shar ing  in  the  work  a t
Chester f ie ld  In le t .  Four  Man i toba s is te rs  went  to
th is  miss ion  where  S is te r  Genev i6ve  Rocan s  i - r1ce  the
prev ious  August  10  was serv ing  as  a  teacher .o"

The "hecatomb" ended on December 3l with the
burn ing  o f  the  H6te l -D ieu  wh i le  i t  was  be ing  re in -
fo rced on  account  o f  doubts  as  to  i t s  so l id i ty .
Providence had put an end to doubts and i t  had to be
who l lv  rebu i  l t .  Whi le  the  o lder  s is te rs  and the
pat ie i r ts  had to  res ign  themse lves  to  ex i1e ,  f lood
threa tened once aga in  the  v i l lage  o f  S t .  Norber t .

But the tragedy which rnost deeply affected
7,000 who cal led thenselves Grey Nuns occurred May
16,  1956 when an  a i rp lane c rashed in to  the  St .  Lou is
Vil la operated by the Grey Nuns of 0ttawa. Thirteen
persons '  los t  t 'he i r  I  i v i rs , - -  the  chap la in ,  e leven
i is te rs  and one 1ay  person.63  The Grey  Nuns o f  the
Cross ,  wh ich  was the i r  o f f i c ia l  name,  were  par t i cu-' la r1y  

dear  to  the  S is te rs  o f  S t ,  Bog i face  who s t i l l
retajn the memory of Sisters Ste-Therese, Ste-Marie
and Cuman,  va l ian t  workers  sent  by  the i r  young
conven! .o f  By town to  he lp  the  emerg ing  miss ion  o f  Red
R  i  v e r .  o q

More than ever, in these circunstances, was i t
necessary  to  heed the  incomprehens jb le  des igns  o f
God,  One might  even say  tha t ,  s ince  the  dec la ra t ion
of  the  hero ic i ty  o f  the  v i r tues  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,
nany occasions were being offered to her daughters to
prove lhat they were real ly fol lowing in her foot-
i  teos  !  65
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Oct .  25 ,  1947.  Mar ion  Sut t le ,  one o f  the  f i rs t
four graduates, was present at the celebration.

May 16 ,  1949.  Mgr  C icognami ,  apos to l i c  de le -
gate, granted a benedict ion to the Grey Nuns as
a token of esteem from the supreme ponti f f .

Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house ,  S t .  Bon . ,  p .  85 .

Anna ls ,  1944-45,  pp .  347-348.

Ib id . ,  p .  877 .

ASGM, St. Bon. Document, School of Practical
Nurses, In 1948, Sr. Krause became director of
th is  Schoo l  and Sr .  M.  Michaud rep laced her  in
1956. Students of both sexes t lere admitted.

La  V ie  de  Mi re  d 'Youv i l l e ,  pub t i shed  in  1945 ,
was w ide ly  d is t r ibu ted  jn  the  West .  Anna ls ,
1946-47,  p .  81  .

B iography  o f  Sr .  S te-Luc ie .  Anna ls ,  1950-51,
pp .  118-119 .

The fusion took place on Dec. 23, 1946, to
conform to the decision made at the gen. chap-
te r  he ld  in  0c t .  Sr .  Ime lda  cane f rom a  Po l ish
fami ly ;  Sr .  M i rau 's  mother  was Po l ish ,  bu t  her
father was German.

Sr .  Ze ig le r  rece ived a  le t te r  f rom the  gen.
secretary on oct. 3, 1946, to that effect.

Mother Courvi l ie wrote a letter of thanks to
the  n iss ionar ies  fo r  the i r  generos i ty .  Anna ls ,
1948-49,  pp .  343-344.  The St .  Bon.  p rov ince
a lso  sent  c lo th ing  to  a  connun i ty  in  Po land.
In  1956,  two re l ig ious  s is te rs  f rom Aust r ia
were  h i red  a t  the  hosp i ta l  and a t  the  prov in -
c ia l  house .

0ther groups of immigrants were directed to the
miss ions  in  A  lbe r ta .
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Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house,  1957-60.  A  t rad i t ion
of service td irnmigrants had been establ ished.
In  the  1970 's ,  a  he lp fu l  hand was ex tended to
the boat people f leeing fron Laos, Vietnarn and
other countr i  es .

Anna ls ,  1944-45,  p .  1098,  Nov.  24 ,  1945,  the
Grey  Nuns '  Eco le  Menagere  s tudents  in  Mont rea l
mad6 a  $325,00  cont r iSu t ion  in  favour  o f  Rad io-
0ues t ,

Anna ls ,  1946-47 ,  p .81 .

Chron ic les ,  Sept .  4 ,  1945.

Chron  i  c  Ies ,  Ju ly  2 ,  1945 .

Anna ls ,  1946-47,  pp .716-717.

Anna ls ,  1948-49,  p .  285.  Mr .  Gou in ,  a  French
Su lp ic ian ,  had been a  pro fessor  to  the  fu tu re
b ishops  Cabana,  Desnara is  and Ye l le .  In  1948,
he  had d i rec ted  the  pr ies ts '  re t rea t  in  S t .
Bon. As for Mgr G. Cabana, on March 19, L947 '
he consecrated his own brother, Louis-Joseph,
v icar  apos to l i c  o f  0uganda,  a  f i rs t  in  the
Hjs to rv  o f  the  Church .  Anna ls ,  1946-47,  pp .
801-802.

Chron ic ' les ,  p rov .  house,  P .  107.

Sr .  M.  R ichard  a lso  rne t  a  t rag ic  death  in  a  car
acc ident  on  Aug.  12 ,  1968.

At  her  reques t .  Mr .  de  Lava l in iEre ,  Su lp ic ian ,
composed these aspirat ions in l  i tany form'
Thev  were  rec i ted  fo r  the  f i rs t  t i rne  on  Apr i l
4 ,  i 770 .

The de ta i l s  concern ing  the  f lood  are  taken
most ly  f rom the  Anna ls  o f  1950.

Anna ls ,  1950-51,  p .  228.
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I t  was not necessary to imitate Father Pa-
quette's strategy in 1948 at Ste-Rose-du -Lac.
To s t i tnu la te  the  devot ion  o f  h is  oar ish ioners
fo r  the  Euchar is t ,  he  organ ized a i r  au tomobi ie
process ion ,  p lac ing  the  repos i to ry  6  n i les  away
f rom the  church ,  Anna ls , l948-49,  p .  238.

Letter dated March 1 , 1765.

Hands to the Needy, reprinted several t imes.

Anna ls ,  1950-51 ,  p .  795 .

Ib id . ,  p .  979 ,  June  15 ,  1951 .

Sr .  Marchessau 1 t '  s  b iography .

Chron ic les ,  p rov ,  house,  S t ,  Bon.  ,  1946-52,  p .
267.  In  l l i nn ipeg,  Archb ishop Ph i l ip  Pocock
rep laced Mgr  G.  Mur ray  who d ied  June 7 ,  1951,

Anna ls ,  1952 ,  p .  491 .  Sr .  M.  Mann,  ex -p rov in -
c ja l  o f  S t .  Bon i face ,  a lso  le f t  the  prov ince .
hav ing  been e lec ted  second ass is tan t  genera l .

Archb ishop Baudoux s tud ied  a t  S t .  Bon i face
College from 1919 to 1923, then at the Edrnonton
Seminary  fo r  h is  Ph i losophy and f ina l i y  a t
Laval University where he obtained a doctorate
in  Theo logy .  In  1929,  he  was orda ined to  the
pr ies thood a t  Prud 'homrne,  Sask . ,  and in  1948
became the  f i rs t  b ishop a t  S t .  Pau l ,  A i ta .  He
d ied  in  1988.

Chronicles, prov. house, L946-52, p, 2BB and p.
293.

Anna ls ,  1950-51 ,  pp .  673-674.

Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house,  1 .946-52,  p .  289.

Anna ls ,  1953 ,  p .683 .

Chron ic les ,  p rov ,  house,  S t .  Bon.  ,  7946-52,
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p .327 ,

Ib id . ,  pp .  309-310 .

Programme for the 1953 Congress.

Chron ic les ,  p rov ,  house,  1953-56,  pP,  !2 '41 .
I t  r . ,as  no t  H is  Eminence 's  f i rs t  v is i t  fo r  he
had stopped at the monastery on his -v^,ay .to
Japan a i  the  found ing  super io r  o f  a  Su lp ic ian
semi nary.

Anna ls ,  1953 ,  pP.  1137-1138 .

Ib id . ,  p .  1143 .

Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house ,  S t .  Bon . ,  1953-56 '  p .
48 .

ASGM,  St .  Bon. ,  Chester f ie ld  docurnent .  Sr '
Herauf ,  ass is ted  by  a  lay  teacher ,  rena ined in
charqe o f  the  schoo l  un t i l  1954 '  Sr '  M.  Pro-
vencier became the f irst superior of the boar-
d ing  schoo l  wh ich  opened i t s  doors  in  August
1955 .

May  13 ,  1953 .  Anna ls ,  1953 ,  pp  1017-1018 .

Anna ls ,  1954,  p ,  19 '  B ishop Decosse,  born  in
Sorners i t ,  Man. ,  s tud ied  a t  S t -Bon i face  Co l lege,
and was,  fo r  a  t ime,  chap la in  a t  Hosp ice  Tache.

Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house,  S t -Bon. ,  1953-56 '  p .
83 .

Le t te r  wr i t ten  by  Sr .  C .  R ioux .

Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house,  S t -Bon. ,  1953-56,  p .

The St .  Bon. ,  Norwood and St .  V i ta l  Soc ia l
C lubs  co l lec ted  funds  fo r  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f
a lead case for a cobalt-60 bomb at St. Bon.
Hoso i ta l .
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52 The contract between Archbishop Baudoux and Mr.
J ,  P .  Laurence,  p rov inc ia l  sup .  o f  S t .  Su lp ice ,
was s igned Ju ly  5 ,  1954.

s3  Reca l  led  by  Mr .  Gagnon,  Anna ls ,  1960,  p .  B ,

s4  Le t te r  wr i t ten  by  Sr ,  H .  Lec la i r ,  Oc t .  13 ,
1954 .

ss  Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house ,  S t .  Bon . ,  1953-56 ,  p .
L67.  S te-Rose Hosp j ta l  was  a lso  to  be  en-
l  a rged.

s6  Ib id .  ,  p .  193 ,  Feb .  r1 ,  1955 .

s7  Anna ls ,  1955,  pp  217 -222,  Ar t i c le  pub l i shed by
La L iber te  e t  le  Pat r io te .

58  0n  May 31 ,  1954,  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ' s  nane was
inscr ibed on  the  l i s t  o f  the  Founders  o f  the
Catho l  i c  Church  in  Canada.

5e  Anna ls ,  1950 ,  p .  412 .

60  Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house ,  S t .  Bon . ,  p .  199 ,
March  2 ,  1955.

61  Anna ls ,  1955 ,  pp .5O3-512 .

62  Srs .  Herauf ,  M.A.  Laram6e.  D,  Ernond and G.
Rocan, The boarding school could accomnodate
80  Inu i t  pup i i s .  Anna ls ,  1956 ,  p .  360 .

63  Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house,  S t ,  Bon.  p .  337.

64 Sr. Ste-Therise had been the f irst nurse at the
St .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l ,  and one remembers  tha t
the  Red R iver  inhab i tan ts  re fused to  le t  "no t '
soeur  doc teur "  leave in  1859.

6s It  is worth mentioning that on the very day of
the  0 t tawa t ragedy ,  e leven Af r i can  g i r l s  so l i -
c i ted  the i r  admiss ion  to  the  nov i t ia te  o f  the
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Grey Nuns of the Cross in Basutoland. In 1956,
theie were 7,000 Grey Nuns who formed a large
re l ig ious farn i ly  inc lud ing a1 ' l  the d i f ferent
branches whose menbers were scattered through-
out the four cont i nents.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN - 1956 - I97O

In 1956, nany important events were to occur,
some expected and others unexpected. One of the most
notable was the move the sisters made fron their old
wh i te  monastery  in to  the i r  new prov inc ia ' l  house.
There were mixed enotions as thev beqan to l ive in
the  1arge,  f i ve-s to r ied  house on  Desp ins  St ree t  w i th
i ts  d ipens ions  o f  200 fee t  in  length  by  41  fee t  in
w id th . l  There  was sadness  a t  

' l eav i i rq  
the  dear

convent  wh ich  had seen so  many genera t i6ns  o f  Grey
Nuns .

An unforeseen request cane at the beginning of
May when Father Walter Speeman, parish priest of St.
Raymond,  I1 l ino is ,  U .S.A.  asked permiss ion  to  come to
o f fe r  Mass  in  the  chape l  o f  the  o ld  monastery .  He
rece ived a  favourab le  rep ly  and presented  h imse l f  a t
the  convent  on  June 28  accompan ied  by  h is  cous in  and
housekeeper ,  M iss  Moe l le r .z  The v is i to rs  were
rece ived w i th  cour tesy  by  S is te r  Leon ie  Beau l ieu ,
Ass is tan t  Prov inc ia l ,  who had no  doubt  tha t  in  the
next hours the dear older sisters would evoke fond
menories of more than 50 years ago.

In 1904, Mr. Speeman had gone to Montreal for
theo log ica l  s tud ies .  He had avo ided mi l i ta ry  serv ice
in  Gennany,  h js  s ta te  o f  hea l th  a l ready  be ing  la rge ly
compromised and he wanted to celebrate Mass at least
once before dying, Admitted into the Major Seminary,
his strength had soon drained away and he had to be
adnitted_at the mother house of the Grey Nuns as a
Dat ien t .3

Archbishop Langevin on his way through Montreal
had invited him to come to St. Boniface. where, he
sa id ,  the  c l ina te  wou ld  re inv igora te  h im.a  In  fac t ,
the aspirant to the priesthood had been able to
comple te  h is  s tud ies ,  w i th  g rea t  d i f f i cu l ty ,  i t  i s
t rue ,  because o f  inc reas inq  weakness .  He was or -
da ined on  June 29 ,  1906 in  the  chape l  o f  the  monas-
te ry  and ce iebra ted  h js  f i rs t  Mass  the  fo l  low ing  day
at  5 :30  a .n .  Desp i te  the  ear ly  hour ,  the  cho i r  had
sung hymns appropriate to the cjrcumstances. Now,
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among those in  tha t  cho i r  o f  1906,  f i ve  were  s t j l l
l i v i ig ,  S is - te rs  S t -Anton in"  S te-Math i lde ,  S te-Euge-
n ie ,  S t -Theoph i le  and Eugen ie  Va lade.  Mr .  Pare ,
S is ie r  S t -Th6oph i le 's  f  a th -er ,  has  a lso  been orda ined
to  the  pr ies thood on  Ju ly  26 ,  1906.  Fa ther  Speeman,
the  jub i la r ian ,  was  ab le  to  re l i ve  w i th  then a  page
out  o f  the  pas t  wh i le  acknowledg ing  h i rnse l f  s tunned
at al l  the progress that had been made. There was
another  surpr ise  fo r  h i rn .  A t  th is  iub j lee  Mass  the
sisters sang once again the veny hymns that had been
sung so  long ago.  One can imag ine  the  emot ion  o f  the
celebrant who at lunch afterwards expressed in warn
terms h js  emot ion ,  shar ing  w i th  the  s is te rs  the  s teps
of  h is  career .

A f te r  h is  o rd ina t ion ,  B ishop Ryan o f  A l ton ,
U.S,A.  had g iven h im th ree  months '  leave to  permi t
h im to  v is i t  h is  fami ly .  En rou te  to  Gernany  he  once
aga in  had to  be  hosp i ta l i zed  a t  the  mother  house
under  the  care  o f  Dr .  D ,  Masson who to ld  h im he had
not  s ix  months  to  l i ve ,  Mother  P iche,  then one o f
the  ass is tan t  genera ls ,  showed h i rn  a  re l i c  o f  Mother
d 'Youv i l le .  He kept  the  re l i c  and a t t r ibu ted  to  i t
his cure. After two years in a sanatorium in the
Black Forest of Germany, he had returned to the
Onited States where he tr i i  neen working ever since.5

Archb ishop Baudoux,  hear ing  th is  ta le ,  took
par t  in  the  feas t ,  inv i t ing  the  jub i lg r ian  to  h is
tab le  where  a  "go lden"  cake was served.o  As  June 30
co jnc ided w i th  the  open ing  o f  a  work  dear  to  the
hear ts  o f  a l l ,  he  asked the  v is i to r  to  acconpany h im
to  the  b less ing  o f  the  St ,  Amant  ward  o f  Hosp jce
Tache,  a  depar tment  des t ined !o  rece ive  ep i lep t ic  and
rnenta l  l y  de fec t ive  ch i  ld ren .  /

The inst igator of this work was there' She was
a great Iady with a great soul, Mrs. Beatr ice St-
Amant .  Her  hear t  was  f i l l ed  w i th  apprec ia t ion  fo r  on
th is  day  she was ass is t ing  a t  the  rea l i sa t ion  o f  a
hooe tha t  had sus ta ined her  fo r  17  vears .  Mrs .  S t -
Amhnt, nee Cyr, cane frorn Maria, P.Q, to be a teacher
a t  S t -Jean-Bapt is te  par ish ,  Man i toba in  1915.  0n
January 11, 1916 she had mamied Herman St-Amant,
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who,  a las ,  d ied  ten  months  a f te r  the  b i r th  o f  a  son.
The courageous widow returned to teaching this t ime
at  the  Da i ish  o f  S te-Genev ieve ,  Another  n is fo r tune
cane on  her ,  A t  the  age o f  5  years ,  her  l i t t le
Gerard  became a f f l  i c ted  w i th  ep i  lepsy '  Cr ises
jncreased; the rnother had to make a serious decision
jn  1939 ;  to  abandon  her  I i ve l ihood ,  a  dec is ion  she
made in  " tears  a t  the  schoo l  l . ib ra ry  as  she t r ied  to
h jde  her  emot ions  by  look ing  fo r  a  book" .  Hav ing' looked 

in  va in  fon  an  ins t i tu t ion  where  she cou ld
p lace  her  son,  and hear ing  tha t  many o ther  no thers
had the  same exper jence as  she,  she dec jded to  open
what  she  ca l led  Youv i l l e  Hosp i ta l  fo r  Ep i lep t i cs .
She had read in  a  l i fe  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  tha t  her
genera l  hosp i ta l  had she l te red  v ic t ims o f  " le  haut -
ma l .  "

The sa ie  o f  her  house a t  I le -des-Ch6nes enab led
her to acquire a farm house at Transcona. The
Kjwan is  C lub  o f fe red  f inanc ia l  suppor t  to  t rans form
the house in to  a  hoso i ta l .  She a lso  rece ived mater -
ia l  and mora l  suppor t  f ron  a  Grey  Nu4,  S is te r  Pu lver -
macher  then supe i io r  a t  Hosp ice  Tache.  Furn i tu re  and
food ar r i ved  a t  her  hone a long w i th  pa t ien ts  w i th in
a  month  o f  the  es tab l i shment  o f  her  house.  Soon she
began to receive mental ly retarded rnost of whom were
bed- r jdden,  Hero ica l  l y  ihe  camied on  her  work .  But
then in  1954,  s t ruck  by  a  hear t  a t tack ,  she  began to
recognize that her dayi were numbered. After a brief
s tay-  in  a  hosp i ta l ,  in  sp i te  o f  the  adv ice  o f  her
doctors, she returned to care for twenty patients for
whom she was the  so le  suppor t .  I t  was  then tha t  a
journa l i s t ,  Va l  } le r ie r  o f  the  Winn ipeg Tr ibune,
under took  a  campaign  in  favour  o f  her  work .  Pub l ic
op in ion  was a le r ted  and Mr .  Duf f  Rob l in ,  Leader  o f
the  0ppos i t ion ,  ob ta ined a  government  g ran t  wh i le
many benefactors began to contr ibute to improve the
quali ty of care. Mrs. St-Amant had one suprene hope,
tha t  the  Grey  Nuns wou ld  fu l l y  take  over  her  work .
Mrs ,  Marganet  Chown,  her  f r iend ,  in te rceded w i th
Archb jshop Baudoux who becarne a  negot ia to r  w i th
Mother  S te-Cro ix ,  the  super io r  genera l .  Th is  i s  how
it cane about that in May of 1956 there began work on
the  f i f th  f loor  o f  the  south  w ing  o f  the  Hosp ice  w i th
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a v jew to  se t t ing  up  a  ward  fo r  th i r ty  ch i ld ren ,  aged
f ron  b i r th  to  6  years ,  a f te r  wh ich  they  were  e l ig ib le
fo r  an  ins t i tu t jon  a t  Por tage la  Pra j r ie .

The K iwan is  C lub  adopted  t l le  hosp ice  as  i t s
work of charity on June 22, 1954.6 The Knights of
Colunbus now cane forward to add their assistance to
tha t  o f  the  K insmen.  Rad io  s ta t ion  CKSB oub l ic ized
the  cause e f fec t i ve ly  so  tha t  soon on  Jun;  30 ,  1956
there  were  magn i f i cen t  rooms a t  the  d isposa l  o f  the
ch i ld ren .  N ine  o f  then were  by  th is  t ine  occupy ing
the  l i t t le  wh i te  beds  wh i le  13  more  were  exDected .
Archb ishop Baudoux,  rad ia t ing  w i th  joy ,  p ronounced
the  R i tua l  p rayers  and b lessed each ch i ld  and the
p lace  now a t  ihe i r  d isposa l  wh i le  Mr .  G6rard  St -
Amant "whom God had cured, " was happy to record on
fi lm the scenes which nade the dav rnemorable.

T h a  d a : r  n r +  i  e n +r - - . - . . -s  * . . "  * "  ob jec t  o f  the
sympathy  o f  everyone,  s js te rs ,  employees ,  o ld  fo lk
and v is j to rs ,  Mrs .  S t -Amant  cont inued among them
wi th  her  en in -en t1y  humani ta r ian  ac t ion .  A  journa l i s t
o f  La  L iber te  wro te ,  "Every th ing  is  o f  smal  l  d imen-
s ion  in  th is  p lace .  Even the  d i rec to r ,  S is te r
Ph i lomene La londe,  was o f  smal l  he igh t ,  her  face
sh in ing  w i th  goodness , "  She wou ld  be  ass is ted  by
four  a ids  to  assure  cont inu i ty  o f  care .  Soon S is te r
Rose Bouchard  wou ld  be  ass igned to  th is  pos i t ion ;  she
was to  work  n i rac les  there .  Mrs .  S t -Amant ,  who d id
not  lack  humour  nor  humi i i t y ,  was  to  say  p leasant ly :
"The s is te rs  work  in  the  shadows wh i le  as  fo r  me,  my
photograph has appeared in al l  the paper baskets of
the  reg ion . "  She was apprec ia t i ve  o f  the  cour tesy  o f
the  s is te rs  in  chang ing  the  name o f  "Youv i l le  Hos-
p i ta1"  fo r  tha t  o f  "S t .  Anant  Ward" .

Father Speernan was not slow to congratulate the
dear Grey Nuns among whom he found the sarne avai labi-
l i ty as in the far--off  days of i906.e The venerated
jub i la r ian  was a lso  congra tu la t ing  h inse l f  tha t  h is
jub i lee  came in  June.  A  few weeks  la te r  i t  wou ld
have been too  la te . . .

0n  Ju ly  24  there  was an  o f f i c ia l  "acceptance o f
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Dossess ion"  o f  the  new prov inc ia l  house s i tua ted  a t
the  corners  o f  Tache ar id  Desp ins  St ree ts ,  " tu rn ing
i ts  back  on  our  ne ighbours  a t  Hosp ice  Tache. "  .  H is
Exce l lency ,  Archb ish-op  Baudoux had f i rs t  b lessed the
bu i ld ing  accompan ied  by  nany  c le rgymen,  represen-
ta t i ves  o f  the  mother  house,  nane ly  S is te r  B lanche
Labrosse and Sister Ernma Noiseux'" and represen-
ta t i ves  o f  the  d i f fe ren t  re l ig ious  communi t ies  o f  S t .
Bon i face  as  we l l  as  inv i ted  gues ts .

A t  the  banquet ,  Archb ishop Baudoux opened h is
hear t :  " I  want  to  speak  fo r  a l l  the  c le rgy  and
members of every community in the diocese to thank
the Grey Nuns fbr al l  the good they have done- for
b ishops ,  a rchb ishops  and coad ju to rs  o f  S t .  Bon i face .
It  is so true that St, Boniface has become identi f ied
wi th  the  Grey  Nuns,  I f  S t .  Bon i face  has  g iven b i r th
to  so  many d ioceses ,  i t  j s  thanks  to  the  co l la -
bora t ion  o l  the  Grey  Nuns. . .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  p ro f i t
fr"orn this occasion to thank them part icularly for
hav ing  rece ived our  e lder ly  and i1 l  p r ies ts  in  the
St .  R i to ine  ward  o f  the  Ho ip ice  and o?  the i r  lav ish
care  wh ich  they  bes tow so  cour teous ly .  I  want  a lso
to thank them even nore specia' l  1y for the new.vlard
wh ich  they  have opened fo r  ep i lep t ic  ch i ld ren . " "

The v is i to rs  who toured  the  new Prov inc ia l
House on  Ju ly  24  and 25  echoed the  pra ises  o f  the
Archb ishoo who sa id :  "You were  the  f i rs t  to  a r r i ve
here, but you are the last to procure for yourselves
a house ad6quate  to  the  needs o f  your  o ld  and inva l id
s js te rs  who have sacr i f i ced  the i r  l i ves  fo r  the  good
of  our  p rov ince .  "12

The t jme came fo r  de f in i t i ve ly  leav ing  the  o ld
provincial house. 0n Wednesday, July 27 there was
Mass for the last t i rne in the white house where "v're
a t "e  leav ing  a  par t  o f  our  sou l , "  as  the  anna l is t  pu t
i t .  For  the  f i rs t  t ime,  d inner  was taken in  the  new
res idence.  A t  4 :00  p .m.  the  Host  in  the  tabernac le
was taken f rom the  b lessed wa l ls  wh ich  enc losed i t
for 110 years and was brought to the f j le chapel
whose t i t le  was  Mary ,  Queen o f  the  t . lo r ld . "
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A ooet  has  once sa id ,  " I f  one person is  mis -
s ino ,  evdrv th inq  can seem deso la te ' "  As  fo r  the  o ld
t rou i6  i t  was  J  ques t ion  no t  o f  one person be ing
miss inq  bu t  f i f t v  leav inq  i t .  One might  say  tha t
death descended oh i t  and ,- f  i  gurat i  ve 1y speaking, the
anc jen t  wa l ls  wh ich  had seen so  much ac t iv i t y  now
gave  ou t  a  s i l en t  ca l l  fo r  he1P. . .

Another f ine work, that of the Sanatorium, was
soon to  oues t ion  i t se l f  as  to  i t s  fu tu re .  Tuber -
cu los is  was now becon inq  ra re  on  account  o f  the
proqress  o f  sc ience .  Wh i le  wa i t i ng  a  dec is ion  the  25
inn iversary  was ce lebra ted  on  August  21 .  0n  th is
occas ion ,  

-one  
o f  the  p ioneers ,  Dr '  A .C '  S inc la in

pra ised the  serv ices  o f  the  Grey  Nuns g iven to  the
6,000 tubercu la r  pa t ien ts  rece ived s ince  1931.  Mr .
Justice Thornas Beaubien, the chairnan of the advisory
board, recal led the epic voyage of 1844' D.r. Sin-
c la i r ' and  Dr .  J .  V . 'Hagen-  rece ived  a  t r i bu te  o f
recoon i t ion  fo r  the i r  years  o f  serv ice '  To  S is te r  C.
Maur ice ,  the  ac t ive  med jca l  s ta f f  p resented  a  s i l ver
t ray ,  wh i le  the  s js te rs  in  the i r  tu rn  gave ou t  awards
to the employees whose col laboration was so nuch ap-
prec ja ted .  ihe  coopera t ion  o f  employees  was ca l led
bn aga in  a t  the  be l inn ing  o f  December  when a l l  the
d iocdses  o f  Canada-opene-d  the i r  doors  to  the  Hun-
qarian refuqees, I t  was necessary to prepare nor
6n1y  lodg ing  and she l te r  bu t  a lso  war rn  c lo th ing  to
proiect the newcomers from the r igors of winter.
S js te r  G.  Jarbeau,  super io r  a t  the  St .  Bon i face
Hosp i ta l ,  began co l lec t ing  used c lo th ing  donated  by
the '  nurses  and employees .  A  c lo th ing  depot  was
establ ished in the house where the school of prac-
t i ca l  nurs ing  had been can ied  on  be fore  i t s  nove to
the dgar old white house at the beginning of Decem-
ber .  1 )

This move put an end to runours that i t  was
intended to demblish the old monastery and was
approved by  Archb ishop Baudoux.  In  address ing
Archb ishop Giovan i  Pan ico ,  apos to l i c  de legate  on
February  18 ,  1957,  the  Archb ishop o f  S t .  Bon i face
c i ted  i  le t te r  f rom B ishop Provencher  to  B ishop
Bourqet  a t  the  end o f  1844:  " l  have es tab l i shed two
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more schools but they are of far less worth than
those o f  the  s is te rs .  "  Archb ishoo Baudoux cont inued:
"Here  is  the  magn i f i cen t  p ra ise  the  f j rs t  B ishop gave
to the Grey Nuns. The same praise I offer you in
1957,  Jus t  as  the  s is te rs  were  the  r igh t  hand o f
B ishop Provencher  in  h is  t ime,  so  they  have remained
for his successors. They are always ready to do
whatever needs to be done. They have agreed to open
a new department for a work which is extremely
d i f f i cu l t ,  tha t  o f  ep i lep t ics ,  and la te ly  they  have
es tab l i shed a  c lo th ing  depot ,  fu rn ished and heated ,
to prepare clothes for the Hungarian refugees. The
Grey  Nuns,  your  Exce l  lency ,  remain  the  'app le '  o f  the
Bishop 's  le f t  eye  jgs - t  as  the  pr ies ts  a re  the  'app le
o f  h is  r igh t  eye" '  . to

The clergy of the archdioc_ese suffered a great
loss when on l , i ' iy 29th Bishop Leonide Primeau died.
He had been "one of the most zealous priests in the
d iocese, "17  The chron ic le r  reca l l s  the  work  he  d id
wh i le  the  Car rne l i tes  had been in  S t .  Bon i face ,  and
a lso  h is  ro le  as  h is to r ian  dur ino  the  centenarv  o f
the  Grey  Nuns.

The s is te rs  t r ied  to  record  in  the i r  anna ls
notewor thv  events  in  the  l i fe  o f  the i r  f r iends .  So.
on .Apr i l  

-  
26 ,  i t  was  r "ecorded:  "0ur  lawyer ,  Mr .

A l f red  Monn in ,  has  jus t  been appo in ted  a  judge.  He
has been on the Advisorv Boaid of both 

-the 
rach6

Hosp i ta l  and o f  the  Sana ior ium,  S incere  congra tu-
lat ions to thjs gentleman who knows how tQ do honour
to  h is  fa i th ,  h i i  

' l anguage 
and h is  race . " l8

Another  good f r iend ,  Dr .  J .  B .  Trude l le ,  d ied
sudden ly  dur ing  June.  He was bur ied  on  the  25 th
whi le in Regina they were celebrating the 50th
ann iversary  o f_ lhe  admiss ion  o f  the  f i rs t  pa t ien t  to
the  hoso i ta l . t v  The event  was ce lebra ted  w i th
enthusialm; the evening before special tr ibutes where
g iven to  S is te rs  V .  A l la i re ,  Rose V incent  and Cec i i ia
Wagner ,  the  las t  naned,  in  absent ia ,  be ing  repre-
sented  by  Mother  Mann,  the  ass is tan t  genera l .  Dr .  D .
S. Johnstone. whose house had been bouoht bv the
foundresses i ;  1907, came from Vancouver t-o takd parr
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speak,  he d id  not
Grey Nunsrns hosp i  ta I

I  i fe of thehas  surv ived thanks  to  the  sp i r i tua l
S  i  s te rs .  "20

Another hospital was honoured sorne eight days
1ater ,  Ju ly  4 .  Archb ishop P.F .  Pocock  o f  l , l i nn ipeg
pres ided over  the  open ing  6 f  a  w ing  added to  the  Ste .
hose Hoso i ta l .  To  te l l  the  t ru th ,  the  add i t ion  was
la rger  than the  or ig ina l  bu i ld ing  wh ich  becane a
res idence fo r  p rac t ica l  nurs ing  s tudents .  Dr '
Gendreau congra tu la ted  h imse l f  on  hav ing  been the  one
to  Dromote  t l i i s  es tab l i shrnent  wh ich  had f lour ished so
w e l t . - -

I f ,  in  the  domain  o f  teach ing ,  d i f f i cu l t ies
were  be ing  exper ienced w i th  much ta lk  o f  cen t ra l i za-
t ion  and the  secu la r iza t ion  o f  the  schoo ls , "  i t  was
not  the  same jn  the  f ie ld  o f  hosp i ta l  work .  The care
for  ep i lep t ic  ch i ld ren  no t  on iy  a roused f inanc ia l
cont r ibu t ions  bu t  a lso  Dro fess ions  o f  fa i th .  Mr .
Joseph C. Stang, the state deputy of the Kn.ights of
Co lumbus o f  Man i toba,  sent  a  subs tan t ia l  cheque to
the  St ,  Amant  ward  a long w i th  the  fo l low ing  tes-
t i rnony :  "We recogn ize  by  th is  I i f t  the  mag is t ra l
work 

'of 
the Grey Nluns on 

-behalf 
of the chi ldren of

the  Good Lord ,  and we cons ider  ounse lves  pr iv i leged
to  be  ab le  to  ex tend to  you a  he lp ing  hand '  Th is
g i f t  te l l s  you  tha t  you  are  no t  a lone when you.work
in  th is  f  ie ld ,  bu t  your  e f fo r t  i s  unders l l tod  and
apprec ia ted  by  a  g roup o f  3 ,400 Catho l i cs . "zJ

Everyone knew, of course, that the praise
be longed in  the  f i rs t  p lace  to  Mrs .  S t -Amant ,  the
int igator. V' las j t  too much for her to see the
sympathy expressed by al l  the people? 0n July 29 she
d ied  sudden ly  on  a  v is j t  to  her  son in  Transcona in
the very house where she had begun her ch.ari table
mission, The mortal remains were exposed at St.
Bon i face .  S is te r  G.  Te t reau l t ,  super io r  o f  the
Hosp ice ,  led  to  the  tomb th ree  o f  the  l i t t le  ones
car ry ing  f lo ra l  t r ibu te .  One o f  them ca l led  ou t ,
"Marn ln , -Maman, "  The fo l low ing  day  when the  funera l
was he ld .  the  same l i t t le  ch i ld ren  fo l lowed the
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cof f in  w i th  the  suoer io r  and S is te r  Rose Bouchard ,
Accord ing  to  the  chron ic le r ,  " they  conducted  themse l -
ves  I i ke  I i t t le  gent lemen"  dese l te  the  emot ions  they
fe l t .  Everybody was in  tears .zq

Mother Ste-Croix recognized the rapid progress
of the St, Amant ward which she had authorized.
Replaced in the government of the inst i tute by Mother
Beatr ice St-Louis in the autumn of 1957 she came back
to  S t .  Bon i face  where ,  wh i le  awa i t ing  _a  new ass ign-
ment, she went each day to Hospice Tache to help care
fo r "  the  o ld  fo l k . , .  and  the  ch i ld ren ,  She  shared  the
joy  o f  a1 l  the  s is te rs  when Mother  For t in  announced
tha t  the  o ld  wh j te  house wou ld  becone a  pub i ic
museum.  A shadow came over  th is  p rospec t  when the
plan of transferr ing the house to La Verendrye Park
was re jec ted  by  the  mun ic ipa l  au thor i t ies  on  thg
ground that i t  would prevent the enlargement of Tache
Avenue. There were also rumours that the land on
which the house stood might be used for a new School
fo r  Pr "ac t jca l  Nurses .  Mr .  A .  D 'Eschambau l t ,  p res i -
dent  o f  the  H js to r ica l  Soc ie ty ,  pu t  an  end to  these
rumours  by  g iv ing  assurance tha t  the  s is te rs  never
had any jdea of destroying this house, the ol des-t- not
on ly  i -n  the  c i ty  bu t  in  t ie  who le  o f  the  West .2s

Th js  s ta tement  ca lmed anx ie t ies  as  the  peop)e
prepared fo r  the  f i f t ie t l l .ann iversary  o f  the  incor -
pora t ion  o f  S t .  Bon i face .zo  Th is  took  o lace  June 15-
21,  1958,  the  114th  ann iversary  o f  the  ar r i va l  o f  the
Grey Nuns who were invited to take part jn the parade
of  a l legor ica l  f loa ts .  Mother  For t jn  agreed w i th
th is  reoues t .  I t  was  the  las t  ac t  o f  her  te rm o f
o f f i ce  s jnce  her  mandate  as  prov inc ia ' l  super io r  ended
in  March ,  She was rep laced a t  the  he lm bv  S is te r
Gertrude Jarbeau who had been suoerior at the Hos-
p i ta l  fo r  th ree  years .27

The new orov inc ia l  fo l lowed uo  on  the  in i t ia -
t ives of her pi^edecessor and i t  was' at the Hospital
j t se l f  tha t  there  took  p lace  the  inaugura l  bq4quet  o f
the  c i v i I  fes t i v i t i es 'on  Monday ,  J r ine  16 .28  Fo1-
lowing the banquet, there was an interview broadcast
on  CKSB.  S js te r  Eugen ie  Va lade,  aged 84 ,  was  asked,
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"What would you say was the happiest day of your
l i fe?"  She answered,  " I  wou ld  be  hard  pu t  to  answer
tha t  s jnce  I  have a lways  been happy. "  " l ' l e l l ,  accor -
d jng  to  you,  what  i s  the  secre t  o f  happ iness?"  " I t
i s  to  g ive  some to  o thers , "  she  sa id , "

The Grey Nuns shared jn the joy of their fel low
c j t i zens  bu t  fo r "  themse lves  there  was a  s t i l l  g rea ter
happiness when the long awaited nelts cane at last of
the  beat i f i ca t ion  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  to  take  p lace
in the near future. I t  was even suggested the event
mioht be December B. But in the neantime there was
a iyp ica l  "g rey"  ce lebra t ion ,  S ince  Apr i l  30 ,  the
prov inc ia l  counc i l  accepted  the  d i rec t jon  o f  the
par jsh  schoo l  o f  L is ieux ,  Saskatchewan.  A t  the
iequest of Bishop Airn6 Decosse, i t  was necessary to
reolace the Sisters of Jesus and Marie who had to
lehve on account of a shortage of workers.30 Three
s is te rs  were  sent  there ,  S is te rs  M.  Schmid t ,  T .  Lega l
and  R.  A .  R i t cho t ,  "

The fo l low ing  May 31 ,  the  s is te rs  agreed to
take  charge o f  two c lassroons  a t  Ass in ibo ia  Schoo l
wh ich  was opened by  the  Ob la te  Fathers  in  Winn ipeg on
beha l f  o f  na t ive  ch i ld ren .  S is te rs  B .  Fores t ,  M.R.
Constan t in ,  C ,  Tougas,  J ,  E l l  and  A,  Pep in  were  pu t
in charge in Septenber of a wglk undertaken at the
reouest  o f  Fa ther  0 .  Rob idoux . " '

One month had scarceiy gone by since the
open ing  o f  these new f ie lds  o f  ac t ion  when the  grea t
joy  a t  the  prospec t  o f  the  beat i f i ca t ion  van ished
wi th  the  dea th  o f  H is  Ho l iness  Pooe  P ius  X I I  on
October  B ,  1958.  The Grey  Nuns aga in  had to  l j ve  in
hope wh i le  accept ing  w i th  g ra t i tude the  joys  o f  the
present. The centenary of the convent at St. Norbert
reunited the former teachers and students 0ctober 12.
In  a t tendance were  tbe  prov inc ia l  counc i l  cons is t ing
of  S is te rs  Jarbeau,  E lod ie  Vachon,  Cec i le  R ioux ,  an i i
Mar ie  J .  Mar ' leau .  0n  th is  occas ion  i t  was  na tura l  to
evoke the memory of Bishop Ritchot, founding parish
pr ies t ,  the  conf idant  o f  Lou is  R ie l ,  the  unc le  o f
S is te r  Ludov jca  R i tcho t ,  the  compan ion  who,  w i th  an
elegant pen, had recounted "the good moments of her
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l i fe  as  an  ado lescent  when she had been ab le  to
l i s ten  to  the  ggod o ld  man reca l l ing  the  cus toms o f
fo rmer  t imes.  " "

A t  long  las t  came the  sh in ing  day  when the
s is te rs ,  who were  res igned to  wa i t ,  learned tha t  on
May 3  amids t  the  g lo r ies  o f  Bern in i  in  Rome,  the
foundress of the Grey Nuns had been proclaimed
Blessed to  the  joy  o f  the  Canad ian  peop le  and espe-
cia11y of the rnore than 7,000 Grey Nuns represented
there bv the authorit ies of the mother house in
Mont rea i ,  as  we l l  as , the  Grey  Nuns s is te rhoods o f
Sa in t  Hyac in the ,  0 t tawa,  Quebec,  Ph i lade lph ia  and
Pernbroke. In his decree, Good Pope John stressed the
un iversa l  char i tv  o f  the  d is t inou ished Canad ian
woman. This them! was repeated ovdr and over again
by  the  eminent  card ina ls ,  a rchb ishops  and b ishops  o f
the dioceses where her spir i tual daughters were' labouring. 

They were able to part icipate from afar
at these grandiose ceremonies by rneans of the new
inven t ion .  te lev is ion .

At St. Boniface there was an unforgettable day.
The chojr of the Major Seminary sang in Gregorian
chant, The Daughters of the Cross claimed th4t
Mother  d 'Youv i l  le -was a  t rue  daughter  o f  the  Cross .34
At Gravelbourg they had, on this memorable day, the
ceremony of sod-turning^_at the land where Foyer
Youv i l l e  wou ld  be  bu i l t , r )

Fes t iv i t ies  were  pro longed a t  Grave lbourg  un t i l
June 11  when Father  paJ t  p icnE,  na t ive  o f  the-p1ace,
was ra ised to  the  s ta tus  o f  a  b ishoo in  the  ca the-
dra l .  He wou ld  rep lace  in  the  Nor th  ies t  Ter r i to r ies
Bishop Joseph Troiel I  ier, who died jn Novernber 1958.
The b ishop-e lec t  had f i l l ed ,  anong o ther  impor tan t
functions, that of being d i  rector- genera I of the
0blate Cormission on works among the Indians and
Eskimo at Ottawa. The Grev l{uns of the school of
Lebret knew of his comoeterice and his devotedness.
The i r  compan ions ,  the  s is te rs  o f  the  Fq;  Nor th ,  these
hero ic  women,  wou ld  be  in  qood hands. "o

The atmosphere of jubi lat ion was interrupted
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June 12  when the  Se ine  R iver  f looded,  inundat ing  Ste-
Anne-des-Ch6nes and La  Broquer ie  as  we l l  as  fa rns  in
Steinbach. At the convent in Ste-Anne water invaded
the basenent and the chicken house s-o- that the
ch ickens  had to  be  pu t  in  the  a t t i c . r /  Severa l
fami l ies  had to  be  evacuated .  She l te r  was  g iven to
the  Pe l land fami ly ;  in  a  few days  the  Se ine  was
restored to normal, the f lood having been caused by
a broken s lu ice  a t  Marchand,  For tunate ly  every th ing
was restored to order in t ime to al low the school
year  to  f in ish  normal1y .38

0n July 14, there was not a conmenoratjon of
Bas t i l le  Day-but  an  invas ion  o f  the  sanator iu rn  by  the
St, Amant ward. Governnent authorit ies had asked the
s is te rs  to  take  s ix ty  young rnenta l  l y  de f ic ien t
ch i ld ren ,  One o f  the  D i rec tors  o f  the  Assoc ia t ion
for  re ta rded ch i ld ren ,  Mr .  N ico lson,  who h imse l f  had
two ch i ld ren  a f f l i c ted  w i th  cerebra l  pa lsy ,  was  the
indefa t ioab le  worker  fo r  the  ex tens ion  o f  th is  work
wh ich  he-so  much adrn i red .  He was no t  a  Catho l i c  and
he had never before net any sisters but he said he
was as ton jshed no t  on ly  by  the i r  compass ion  bu t
eoua l l v  bv  the  d ive rs i t v  o f  the i r  sk i l l s .  A  fac t
wor th  no t ino  is  tha t  hE cons idered h imse l f  a  re -
c ru i te r  fo r - the  order  inv i t ing  young g i r l s  to  con-
s ider  devo l ing  thense lves  to  serve  God by  jo in ing  the
c o n m u n i t v ! J Y

I t  was  a  un ique spec tac le  to  see twenty -s ix
young hand icapped leave the  Hosp ice  en  rou te  fo r  S t ."v i ta i .  Twenty l5 lx  au tos  were  p i r t  a t  the  d ispos i t ion
o f  the  group by  the  Kn igh ts  o f  Co lumbus.  In  each car
there was a sfster and a chi ld. The members of the
prov inc ia l  counc i l ,  the  s is te rs  g f  the  Hosp ice  were
honoured to be part of the cortege preceded by the
po l ice  and fo l lowed by  t rucks  car ry ing  fu rq i tu re ,
beds ,  c lo th ing  and games fo r  the  pa t ien ts .qu  The
reception at the Sanatorium was warm, to say the
I east .

As  usua l ,  the  hand o f  Prov idence cou ld  be  seen '
the space vacated from the Hospice became the School
of Practical Nursing on Septernber 23. Then a group
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of  sern inar ians  came to  derno l i sh  every th ing  "wh ich  had
been added to the white house over i ts 113 years of
ex is tence,  I t  was  dec ided, !o  keep on ' l y  the  or ig ina l
as  a  s i te  fo r  the  nuseum."* '

The clothing depot for Hungarian refugees was
no longer needed. The house was given to a large
family. 0n September 24 i t  was rnoved from its
foundations and, a narvel of the 20th century, i t  was
transported through the streets unti l  i t  reached i ts
new destination.o-n Archibald Street after a " journey"
o f  e igh t  hours .42

The process ion  o f  a l legor ica l  f loa ts  o f  p re-
vious years was nothing compared to this movernent of
a  house a long the  s t ree t .  Th is  was an  en t i re ly  new
way o f  he lp ing  peop le ,  a  new face t  o f  the  un iversa l
char i ty  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le .  When on November  B  to
10 there took place a Triduurn marking the beati f ica-
t ion, there was a very large crowd of people who were
impressed by the panegyrics pronounced in both
languages by  the  d is t ingu ished persons  who pres ided
over  the  re l ig ious  serv ices ,  inc lud ing  Archb ishop
Baudoux, Archb i  shop Pocock , Bi shops Decosse and
Dunouche l ,  Mr .  E . .  $agnon ,  p .s .s . ,  and  the  chap la in ,
Fa ther  A ,  For t in .q r

It  was Archbishoo Baudoux who stressed the
prov ident ia l  l j nk  be tween apparent ly  d is t inc t  events .
l4hen there was the off icial opening of the work in
favour  o f  hand icapped ch i  ld ren  a l ready  number ing
f i f t y -one,  he  thanked the  s is te rs  fo r  hav ing  accepted
th is  work  so  dear  to  the  B lessed Foundress ,  and to ld
thern that "by this gesture of Mercy, they had has-
tened the  bea l i f i ca t ion  o f  the i r  Mot i r6 r  and node l . "44

* *

The beat i f i ca t ion  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  p rovoked
a return to sources among the Grey Nuns, to a new
awareness of their mission and a convict ion that the
surv iva l  o f  the i r  ins t i tu te  was due to  the i r  facu l ty
o f  adapta t ion ,  Fo l iow ing  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  whose
praises were sung everywhere, they must perceive the
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needs of their t imes in order to prepare an adequate
response.

Th is  second ha l f  o f  the  twent ie th  century  i s
rnarked by many radical transfornations with incre-
d ib le  sc ien t i f i c  d iscover ies  espec ia l1y- in  as t ronomy
where  j t s  mys ter ies  a re  be ing  broached 'a r -  Te lev is ion
has  a l lowed the  ord inary  c j t i zen  to  t rave l  th roughout
the  wor1d,  to  fami l jd r i ze  h imse l f  no t  -on1y  q i , th
t l i .ng .  ph 'enomenas bu t  a i io  w i th  new idea log i i rs .a6

The f ie lds  o f  educat ion  and hea l th  care  were
be ing  cornp le te ly  reorgan ized.  Convents  bu i l t  more
than-100 vears aqo or even those dating f i f ty years
back were- becoming obsolete' One of the teachers
wou ld  say ,  "They  s land on ly  by  the  fo rce-o f .hab i t ' "
Governmei r ta l  au thor i t ies  were  propos ing  leg is la t ion
for  reg iona l i za t ion  o f  schoo ls  and even o f  smal  I
hoso i ta ls  se t  u0  in  p laces  d j f f i cu l t  o f  access .
These wou ld  become f j i s t  a id  pos ts  wh i le  pa t ien ts
wou ld  be  moved to  the  b ig  cent res  by  a i rp lane.

I t  remained,  however ,  tha t  in  sp i te  o f  rap id
progress  there  s t i l l  remained pover ty ,  su f fe r ing  and
i  nev  i  tab  le  death  .

A t  S t .  Bon i face  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  1960,
Father  J .  P icod d ied  on  February  11  wh i le ,  on  March
IB .  B ishop  An to ine  d 'Eschambau l t  ended  h is  deserv ing
career .  i 'He  was a  mode l  p r ies t ,  a  conv jnced pa t r io t ,
a  na t iona l  h is to r ian .  He gave o f  f imse l f  w i thout
count ing  to  a l l  o f  the  bes t  causes . "q '  .The pro jec t
he  insp i red  o f  hav ing  the  dear  o ld  wh i te  house become
a nat iona l  museum succeeded bu t  he  d id  no t  l i ve  to
see i t .  A suggestion had been made and then an-
nu i l "d r  to  move- ihe  bu i ld ing  to  La  Verendrye  Park  so
as to nake room for a new School for Practical
Nurses. 0n December 16, however, the newspaper La
Liberte announced "that the Grey Nuns had nade a
donation of their oldest house of Western Canada to
the  St ,  Bon j face  Museum Conn i t tee  and had g iven
assurance tha t  j t  cou ld  s tay  where  i t  was  fo r  100
nore vears.
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0 ld  th ings  are  prec ious ,  bu t  they  can ' t  a lways
las t ,  no ted  the  chron ic le r  when on  the  preced ing  June
8,  as  they  were  t ry ing  to  t ranspor t  the  k iosk ,  i t
broke apart.  I t  had been a masterpiece done by an
o ld  man in  1917 .

Bu i  ld ings  eventua l  l y  c rumb1e,
reputations of the great f igures in
was proved when Eishop Yves Plumey
Cameroun, came to kneel at the tomb
whom he ca l led  " the  q ian t  o f  the
to la te .  "48

but not so the
h is to ry .  Th is
of Garoua, in

of Bi shop Tache
Catho I ic apos-

0n June 9, 1961 the Grey Nuns suffered a great
loss  w i th  the  death  o f  Mother  Beat r i ce  St -Lou is .  the
23rd  super io r  genera l  o f  the  order .  She d ied  a t  the
age o f  52 ,  the  33rd  year  o f  her  l j fe  as  a  s is te r .
Re la ted  to  the  foundress ,  th is  deserv ing  Grey  Nun,
l i ke  her  i l l us t r ious  k in ,  had "much ioved Jesus
Chr i  st and the ooor. "

Messages of synpathy came fron al l  over Canada
and notably from Archbishop Baudoux and f lom the new
Archb ishop-  o f  Winn ipeg,  

'G.4 .  
r lah i f f .ae  At  the

funera l  on  June 13  H is  Eminence Card ina l  Pau l -Emi le
Leger  jo jned w i th  the  Aposto l i c  De legate ,  the  h ie rar -
chy ,  c le rgy , '  re ' l  ig ious  communj t ies  and the  c iv i l
authorit ies. The remains were taken to the crypt of
the nother house near the olace where the renains of
the foundress were deoosit 'ed.so

The Genera l  Chapter ,  convened fo r  the  fo l  low ing
0ctober, entrusted to Sister Georgette Leduc the
of f i ce  o f  super io r  genera l  w i th  S is te r  S te-Cro ix  as
ass js tan t  and S is te r  G.  Jarbeau as  genera l  counse l -
lor. Sister Berthe Dorais was chosen treasurer and
Sister E, Mayrand was chosen secretary. 0n December
14 S is te r  R i ta  For t ie r  was  named suoer io r  fo r  the
Prov i  nce  o f  S t .  Bon i face .s l

Some 270 sisters were now working in inst i tu-
t ions  be long ing  to  the  prov inc ia l  house.  These
ins t i tu t ions  numbered n ine teen s ince  on  the  orev ious
0c tober  4  the  Fover  Youv i l le  a t  Grave lbourq  had
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s ta r ted  opera t ions .  The bu i ld ing  cou ld  take  in
e igh ty  persons ;  i t  had  on ly  one f loor  to  fac i l i ta te
free novement. The foyer and the hospital wer"e both
p laced under  the  same admin js t ra t jon .  The hosp i ta l ,
no  longer  hav ing  to  lodge long- te rn  pa t ien ts ,  was
able to receive and treat the patients of the town
and i t s  sur round ing  area .52

St. Boniface Sanatoriun saw a gradual transfor-
mat ion  in  i t s  func t ions .  S ince  1967 i t  had been
renamed St .  V i ta l  Hoso i ta l  where  there  were  s t i l l
some cases  o f  tubercu los is  and a lso  th i r ty -seven o1d
peop le  and seventy - f i ve  hand icapped ch i ld ren .  Every
energy was needed to assure the proper functioning of
a l l  the  works  a l ready  under taken,  ye t  s t i l l  ano ther
f ie ld  o f  ac t ion  soon opened to  the  Grey  Nuns.

H is  Exce l lency  Archb ishop Baudoux d id  no t  de lay
jn  t ransn j t t ing  the  d i rec t i ves  o f  the  Sovere ign
Pont i f f  ask ing  the  Canad ian  and Amer ican h ie rarch ies
to  he lo  La t in  Arner ica  w i th  i t s  167 mi l l ion  Catho l i cs .
Fa ther  La fond had been a  miss ionary  in  Bo l i v ia  s ince
i959, Two nembers gf the secular clergy had left  for
Braz i l  wh i le  Mr .  Edouard  Gagnon,  super io r  o f  the
Major Seminary r 'rent to Manizales in Colombia. The
chron ic le r  no ted ,  "The Archb ishop makes an  inmense
sacr i f i ce  by  . re leas ing  a  p r ies t 'o f  such  va iue . "53
Mr .  Jean P i ;he ,  Su lp ic jan ,  rep laced Mr .  Gagnon.

B ishop Baudoux acconpan ied  by  Father  Anto ine
Hacau l t  meets  the  wor thy  Su lp ' i c ian  aga in  in  1961
dur ing  the i r  iong  journey  to  Mex ico ,  Co lombia ,  Peru ,
Bo l . i v  ja  and Braz i l .  0n  Ju ly  30  in  th is  las t -named
count ry  the  Archb ishop o f  S t .  Bon i face  o f f i c ia l l y
adopted  the  par ish  o f  Sa in t  Joan o f  Arc  in  Sao Pau lo .

A few weeks after his return, he presided-oven
an ex t raord inary  event ,  b less ing  Father  Lou is  Bedard
who went on board his own Cessna aircraft bound for
Peru ,

But the generosity of the Archbishop did not
end there. He made an appeal to the sisters'  com-
nunit ies and gathered together a group of workers:
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catech is ts ,  soc ja l  ass is tan ts  who wou ld  go  to  he lp  in
parish work, Grey Nuns, Sisters of the Holy Nanes of
Jesus and Mary, Daughters of the Cross, 0blates and
Canonesses al l  naned two sisters each to nake their
departure July 11 , 1962.

In  Braz i l  s ince  1957,  the  Grey  Nuns had a l ready
been a t  work .  S is te rs  f rom the  N ico le t  o rov ince  had
founded a  miss ion  a t  A lcantara  and were  0 lann inq  to
open a second convent at Guinaraes during the autimn.
Miss ionary  zea l  d id  no t  s top  there  s ince  the  prov in -
ces of Montreal and of_ the United States had sent
miss ionar ies  to  A f r i  ca .  )a

The team from St. Boniface learned Portuouese
at  Pet ropo l i s ,  S is te r  M.A.  Audet te  and S is te r -Anna
Normandeau were part of the group. They did not
delay in gett ing to work; by January 1963 they were
invo lvg !  in  teach ing  ca tech isn  and in  v is i t ing  poor
homes.55

In  o rder  to  reach the i r  d is tan t  f ie lds  o f
action i t  was now necessarv for sisters to become
fami l ia r  w i th  a i rp lanes .  in  fo rmer  t imes they  had
had to rely on canoes as in 1844 when the boatmen
sang to -  the  rhy thm o f  the  oars :  "C 'es t  I 'av i ron  qu i
nous mene. " Sometines this means of travel was
somehow regre t ted  desp i te  i t s  s lowness . . .

S is te r  Savo ie  became in i t ia ted  in to  o lane
travel when she had to board an iron bird at Bbrens
on November 23. She was to accompany two young
pat ien ts  bound fo r  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l ,  a  baby  o f
a few months and a l i t t le four-year-o1d boy. The
baby 's  bass ine t  hung f rom the  ce i l ing  o f  the  cockp i t
wh i  le  I  i t t le  Nor r is  shared the  s is te r ' s  sea t .
Every th ing  went  f ine  un t i l  i t  was  t i rne  to  land on  the
Red R iver  whose iced  sur face ,  i t  was  sa id ,  was  o f  the
requ i red  th ickness ,  Unfor tunate lv  a  c rack  had
deve loped the  sk is  b roke  th rough the  ice  and the
a i rp lane cou ld  no  longer  f l y .  P i lo t  Dodds grabbed
the  l i t t le  boy  and pu t  h im on the  roo f  te l l ing  h im
not  to  budge.  Meanwhi le  he  shouted  a t  the  top  o f  h is
lungs  ca l l ing  fo r  he lp .  Seconds seemed unend ing
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espec ia l l y  fo r  S is te r  Savo je  who was a l ready  s tand ing
in  i cy  w i te r .  F ina l l y  a  boat  came and the-  p i lo t
en t ru i ted  l i t t le  Nor r is  to  the  boat rnan.  Mr .  C la rkson
ar ived  in  another  boat  and the  p i lo t  sa id  to  h is
re i iq jous  passenqer :  "Look  ou t '  ! |e  a re  go ing  to
open- the  dbor .  ieave immedia te ly ' "  l . |h ich ,  as  she
sa id  1a ter ,  she  d id  a l though she cou ld  no t  see  a
th jng .  Mr .  Dodds grabbed ho ld  o f  the  bass ine t  wh ich
the water had not yet reached and the rescue was
comole ted .  S is te r  Savo ie  went  to  Mr .  C la rkson 's
hou le  on  a  t ruck .  Thanks  to  the  arn iab i l i t y  o f  her
hos t ,  she  was ab le  to  pu l l  herse l f  together  and above
a l1  to  change her  c lo thes .  She confessed,  " I  never
prayed so hard. I  thought my last hour had come."

The acc ident  happened about  2  o 'c lock  in  the
af te rnoon.  A t  6 :00  p . rn .  the  t rave l le r  came in to  the
prov inc ia l  house w i th  S is te r  For t ie r  gqd S is te r  R ioux
*ho t 'ua  been ca l led  by  Mr .  C la rkson.s6

Th is  i s  how the  nanes o f  Mr .  and Mrs .  C la rkson
and P i lo t  Dodds became added to  the  long l j s t  o f
f r iends  o f  the  Grey  Nuns,  As  a  mat te r  o f  fac t ,  the
sisters for 120 years had benefi t ted from the help
and suooort of benefactors often of a dif ferent
re l ig ion .  The i r  loya l ty  and devot ion  have been and
renain a precious resourcq. Competent doctors,
women 's  au i i l i a r ies  a t  Tache and St .  Bon i face  hos-
p i ta ls ,  en l igh tened adv isers ,  consc ien t ious-  em-
p loyees ,  a l l  have the  r igh t  to  the  gra t i tude o f  the
Gr"ey  Nuns who,  l i ke  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  p ray  every  day
for  the  in ten t ions  o f  the i r  benefac tors .

The Second Vat ican  Counc i l ,  convoked by  Pope
John XXI I I ,  had by  now he ld  i t s  f i r s t  sess ion  and new
ideas  begah to  be  d iscussed as  a  resu l t  o f  i t s  ca l l
fo r  "agg io r "namento ,  "  updat ing '  These inc luded new
forns of ecunenism, the presence of sisters in t{ol"ks
outs ide  the  conven i  wa l l ' s ,  the  use  o f  the  vernacu la r
dur ing  l i tu rg ica l  serv ices .  Th ings  w i l l  no- t_  s top
there ,  a l though the  Sovere ign  Pont i f f  was  reca l led  to
God on June-11 t9O:  * i t t r  th !  who le  wor ld  p roc la iming
h is  mer i t s . ) /
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Renewal  adapted  to  the  re  l ig ious  I  j fe  was
descr ibed jn  the  document ,  Per fec tae  Car i ta t i s ,  wh ich
came into effect on 0ctober 11, 1966 after a periq(
o f  exper imenta t ion  fo l low ing  the  counc i l  no ims.58
There  was no  ques t ion  o f  abandon ing  t rad i t iona l
va lues  or  a l ready  proven methods  o f  car ry ing  on  the
aposto la te .  Char i ty  re ta ined i t s  ina l ienab le  r igh ts ;
no  one can dece ive  h inse l f  when there  is  work  to  be
done.  Th is  j s  what  was s t ressed when a  deserv ing
Sis te r ,  Mar ie -Rose Tougas,  rece ived on  October  4 ,
1963 a  p iaque f rom the  assoc ja t ion  devoted  to  cere-
bra l  pa lsy  v ic t ims.  The c i t ies  o f  } , l i nn ipeg and St ,
Bon i face  o f fe red  the i r  t r ibu te  to  the  humble  Grey  Nun
who, with her companions, had becone the Qo-od Samari-
tan  o f  those a f f i i c ted  w i th  the  d isease.5e

These Grey Nuns showed their acceptance of the
role of Good Samaritan when they agreed to be hostes-
ses at Camp Albert at the request of Father Leo
Couture ,  the  par ish  pr ies t  o f  the  ca thedra l  par ish .
They  had to  assume the  ro le  o f  cooks  and to  he lp
organ ize  g3rnes  and ac t jv i t ies  fo r  young peop le  on
vaca t ion .ou

Dur ing  th is  per iod  o f  adapta t ion  the  S is te rs
greeted with joy the elevation of Father Antoine
Hacault to the hierarchy on Septenber B, 1964.
Orda ined a t  Bruxe l les ,  Man i toba May 20 ,  1951 by
Archb ishop Georges  Cabana,  the  young pr ies t  had
obta ined h is  doc tora te  in  theo logy  a t  the  Ange l icum
jn Rome and had been a professor at the Major Semi-
nary  wh ich ,  i t  was  sa id ,  "had los t  an  exper ienced
pro fessor  wh i le  the  d iocese ga ined f rom the  zea l  o f
the newly elected so well  prepared for the new
func t ions  as  a  resu l t  o f  a t tend ing  w i th  Archb ishop
Baudoux a t  the  f i rs t  sess ion  o f  the  Counc i l . "

In St. Boniface Cathedr"al on September 8, the
Archb ishop confer red  the  ep iscopate  on  h is  aux i l ia ry
wh i le  as  many Grey  Nuns as  cou ld  poss ib ly  do  so
at tended the  impress ive  cerenon ies .  Leg i t ina te  p r ide
was taken in the knowledqe that he was the f i f th
priest b-orn jn Manitoba ieemed worthy of such an
honour ,  o l
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A few days later, on September 13, Ste-Rose
Hosp i ta l  ce lebra ted  i t s  25 th  ann iversary ,  Homage was
rendered to Dr. L. Gendreau who assumed alone, and
for nine years, the dernanding task of caring for the
sick of a large distr ict and who had at t ines to
transport then to the hospital in Dauphin even before
the automobi le had reached the renote vi I  lase.
Thanks to the support of good Father Theoret and-of
Archb ishop S innot t ,  w j th  the  he lp  o f  the  Grey  Nuns,
a  hosp i ta l  was  opened in  1939,  be ing  en la rged in
1956.  The s ta t i s t i cs  Droved how needed the  hoso i ta l
was. In i ts 25 years there had been 44,262 adnis-
s ions ,  4 .697 new-borns  and 360,438 days  o f  hosp i ta l i -
za t  i on .  oz

The authentic Grev Nun does not refuse anv work
whether  i t  be  tha t  o f  a  nurse ,  a  teacher ,  a -ca te-
ch is t ,  a  soc ia l  worker ,  a  nurse 's  a ide ,  a  cook  or  a
laundress .  Soc ia l  serv ice  was car r ied  on  a t  the
orov inc ia l  house and the  hoso i ta l  wh i le  there  was
a l ready  a  ready  co l labora t ion  w i th  the  work  o f  the
par ishes  w i th  a  s t rong emphas is  on  the  teach ing  o f
re l jg ion  no t  on ly  in  t rad i t i ona l  schoo ls  bu t  a lso  in
the  par ishes  and above a l l  in  the  Ind ian  reserves
dur  i  ng  summer  courses ,63

Sonet imes,  th ings  apparent ly  done s imp ly  in  the
course of duty are recognized even forty-three years
later as acts of bravery. This is how it  was for
S js te r  Rosa Desros ie rs  on  January  7 ,  1965 when Mr .
Ar thur  Humphr ies ,  the  F i re  Cornmiss ioner ,  gave her  a
c j ta t ion  in  memory  o f  her  hero ism June 14 ,  1922.  A t
tha t  t ime she had reDlaced the  ouard ian  o f  the
dormi to ry  o f  120 orphan i .  About  11 :30  p . rn .  there  had
been an  exp los ion  and the  s is te r ,  hav ing  sounded the
a1arm,  had to  see to  the  evacuat ion  o f  the  boarders .
One of them, Martha Dryda, djd not answer the rol1
ca l l .  S is te r  Desros ie rs  c l imbed uo  to  the  nex t  f loor
and found the  ch i ld  a l rnos t  asphyx ia ted .  She car r ied
her out in hen arms. A few minutes later and i t
wou ld  have been too  la te .  Mr .  E .  Gourb i  l ,  then  sub-
ch ie f  o f  the  f i re  f igh ters ,  never  fo rgo t  th is  in -
cident and i t  was he who recommended that the he-
ro ine ,  qu i te  confused by  "a1 l  the  fuss" ,  be  honoured.
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She sa jd  she had on ly  been do ing  her  du ty .  A t  the
presentation of the plaque, several of the orphans of
t922 were Dresent.

The other Grey Nuns received special recog-
n i t ion  a t  the  end o f  the  year .  S is te r  Genev ieve
Rocan was recogn ized by  the  federa l  au thor i t ies  on
account  o f  her  method o f  teach ing  Esk imos.  S is te r  H.
Neumann was honoured fo r  hav ing  pu t  in  f i f t y  years  as
a  teacher .

The Grey Nuns had proven themselves in the
f ie ld  o f  educat ion  and Dr ,  Doy le  wanted  thern  to  take
over  the  en t jne  respons ib i l  i t y  fo r  the  c lasses  a t
Ste-An ne-de s - Ch6nes where two s-chools had been bui l t ,
one for qlernentary and the other for high school
programs.ba The convent was transformed into a
resjdence for the sisters. The part that was "tum-
b l ing  down f rom o ld  age"  had been demol ished and the
land had been so ld  fo r  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  Youv i l le
V i l l a  fo r  e lde r l y  persons .  The  V i l l a  opened  i t s
doors  on  June 27 .  S is te r  Anna Gosse l  in  took  over  the
d i rec t ion  o f  i t  wh i le  S is te r  C la ra  Pe I  I  e t  i  e r -  -became
a nurse  a t  the  hosp i ta l  i n  the  sane  v i l l age .o )

When Father  S j rnon,  0 .F .M.  asked the  he lp  o f  the
s js te rs  to  teach re l ig ion  to  the  deaf -mutes ,  S is te r
l ' larguerite Forest and Sister Therese Vachon took a
spec ia l  course  and went  to  in i t ia te  f i f t y  pup i l s  in
the  knowledge o f  God,  teach ing  by  s igns .

The occas ions  fo r  serv ice  were  mul t ip ly ing  bu t
now the number of workers beoan to decrease. Con-
fronted by this apparent paradox, the Grey Nuns took
hear t  f ron  the i r  cer t i tude  tha t  God is  no t  usua l ly  a
bad debtor .  How nany  t imes had no t  Mother  d 'Youv i  l le
seen her works threatened, yet today her daughters
were spread over almost every continent.

"The fa j th  wh ich  God loves  bes t  i s  hope,  "
assures  Char les  Peguy.  Th is  i s  the  k ind  o f  fa j th
tha t  had to  be  pro fessed par t i cu la r ly  by  the  re l i -
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g ious  congregat ions  over  d j f f i cu l t  years  when the
decrease in vocations seemed to comoromise the future
even o f  ex i  s t  i  ng  works ,

It  was with great pain that the people saw the
Jesu i t  Fa thers  leave the  adn in is t ra t ion  o f  S t .
Bon j face  Co l lege in  the  fa l l  o f  1966 a f te r  81  years
o f  apos to la te .  Archb ishop Baudoux conf ided to  B ishop
Hacau l t  as  rec to r  o f  the  Co l  lege  the  task  o f  f ind ing
the  necessary  p ro fessors  to  rep lace  the  Jesu i t
Fa thers .  Two years  1a ter ,  a t  the  end o f  June,  the
jun io ra te  o f  the  0b la te  Fathers ,  un t i l  now a- f lou-
r i sh ing  source  o f  vocat ions ,  c losed j t s  doors .oo  I t
was the sarne-with the major seninary directed by the
5u  lDrc rans , - '

As for the Grey Nuns they had to close thejr
schoo l  a t  L is ieux  and the i r  dear  convents  o f ,  S t .
FranEo is -Xav ie r  and St .  Norb-e1 t ,  in  ex is tence s ince
1850 and 1B5B respectively,od These neasures nade
necessary by social transformations did not decrease
the  sp i r i t  o f  the  S is te rs  who remained persuaded,
schooled, as they were, that the works proved the
authent ic i t y  o f  the i r  love .  Even i f  some venerab le
' ins t i tu t ions  d isappeared,  i t  was  s t i l l  necessary  to
face  the  fu tu re  w i th  conf idence,  be ing  ready  to  nake
new adaotations to serve our brothers and sisters in
the great human fami ly.

The f ie ld  o f  hea l th  care  rena ined a  vas t  dona in
in  wh ich  the  Grey  Nuns exce l led .  S is te r  Cec i le
Gauth ie r ,  dur ing  June 1966,  rece ived f rom the  Un iver -
s i ty  o f  Wash ing ton  her  nas ter ' s  degree in  nurs ing .

Sister Therese Castonguay was named superinten-
dent of hosoital education for Saskatchewan, I t  had
becone evident that nursing formation would be
wi thdrawn f rom Saskatchewan hosp i ta ls ,  bu t  the  cho ice
of a sister to prepare the Universjty program rvas in
i tse l f  a  g rea t  nark  o f  apprec ia t ion ,

Another  Grey  Nun,  o f  the  S ioux  na t jon ,  rece ived
a pos thumous t r ibu te .  S is te r  Ione H i lger ,  a  Bened jc - ,
t ine  S is te r ,  cane to  the  Prov inc ia l  House on  June 20 ,
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1966 to  ob ta in  documents  re la t ing  to  S is te r  Joseph ine
Nebraska who had nade her orofession at St. Boniface
on May 31 ,  1877 and who d j 'ed  Apr i l  3 ,  1894.6e

Two schools asked for the services of the Grey
Nuns in  the  fa l I  o f  1967.  S is te r  Jeanne Monchamp
taught in St. Boniface for a few years in the school
named a f te r  Lou is  R ie l ,  A t  the  schoo l  in  Woodr idge,
30  mj les  f rom La Broquer ie ,  S js te r  Cec i ie  Tougas and
Sis te r  Anto ine t te  Normandeau began teach ing  a t  the
request  o f  the  c i t i zens  and o f  Dr .  P .  Doy le ,  tbe
chd j rn ran  o f  the  Se ine  R iver  la rger  schoo l  d iv js jbn .T0

As fo r "  the  Schoo l  o f  L icensed Prac t ica l  Nurses ,
the  o lan  to  bu i ld  was renounced and i t  was  moved a t
the  end o f  1967 to  S t .  Bon i face  Cu l tu ra l  Cent re  as
5t. Joseph's Academy had become,71 1967 was the
centenary  o f  Canada and a  l , lo r ld 's  Fa i r  was  he ld  a t
Mont rea l  w i th  the  t i t le  o f  "Man and H is  l ' l o r ld " .
Sjsters from Manitoba, Alberta, Saskatchewan and the
Canadian Far North lent their coooeration to the
k iosks  showino the  ch ie f  works  o f  

' Ind ians  
and Es-

k jmos,  The h igh  po in t  o f  the  year  fo r  S t .  Bon i face
was the  inauoura t ion  o f  the  nuseum on the  even inq  o f
June 23.72

His Honour Mayor Joseph Guay, surrounded by
federa l ,  p rov inc ia l  and mun ic ipa l  representa t  i  ves ,
presided at the ceremony, The La Verendrye band
p layed the  na t iona l  an thems a f te r  wh ich  the  be l l  in
the old belfry awakened echoes of a far-off past. In
pageants, six of the sisters agreed to present
themse lves  c lo thed in  the  o ld  hab i t  fo r  wh ich  there
was a l ready  nos ta lg ia .T3

For Sister Fort ier this was the last ceremony
at  wh jch  she wou ld  be  present  as  p rov inc ia l  super io r .
04 February 1/.,  1968 she was replaced by Sister
Cec i le  Maur ice /a  who was ca l led  uDon to  cont inue the
in i t ia t i ves  o f  her  p redecessors  accord inq  to  the
sp i r " i t  o f  the  Counc i l  and to  represent  the  Grey  Nuns
accord ing  to  c  i rcuns tances  as  they  shou ld  a r ise .  In
th is  capac i ty  she was present  on  Eas ter  Eve,  Apr i l
13, at the cathedral cemeterv when a nonunent was
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unvej led honouring the four pioneer Grey Nuns alg the
143 sisters who hid been bui^ied there i ince 1859.7s
Thjs had been a project of the comnittee on the
centenary of Confederation but i t  had been delayed.
The central stone, of red granite, carr ied on i ts
face the nane of the four fbundresses while on the
reverse there is a tr ibute due to Canon L. Groulx:
" I f  there  is  one spec ia l  beauty  in  our  h is to ry  i t  i s
in  the  co l labora t ion  o f  wonen in  a l l  the  grea t  th ings
we have done. "  0n  s ix  o ther  b lack  gran i te  s tones
there  are  engraved in  chrono log ica l  o rder  the  names
of the deceased sjsters of al l  the communit- iFs who
had been work ing  in  S t .  Bon i face  s ince  1859. 'o

Now, great things are often accomplished by
smal l  means.  So i t  has  been w i th  the  "mara thons"
oroan ized to  he lo  wor thv  causes .  Th is  i s  the  way
moiev *as raised' for thi ' - '  Louis Riel Inst i tute the
vear- before, this year novices and postulants took-par t  

in  the  " rnarch  o f  mi I I jons"  to  he lp  educat ion  in
Santa  Luc ia  Is land in  the  Car ibbean Sea. "

The C i ty  o f  S t .  Bon i face  w ished to  renew i ts
l inks  w i th  the  pas t  by  hav ing  another  man i fes ta t ion
which had been 

'projected 
the year before. 0n July

16,  1968 there  was a  nemor ja l  o f  the  150 years  s ince
the  coming o f  the  f i rs t  n iss ionar ies ,  Provencher  and
Dumoul in . -  Th is  t ime,  the  Archb ishops  o f  S t '  Bon i face
and of l . l innipeg took part in the evocation of the
past. The tr" ip from Point Douglas to St. Boniface
was reenacted  by  canoe,  L t .  Gov.  R ichard  Bowles  and
a representative of the Mayor of the capital repeated
the 

'oesture 
of welcome made bv Governoi McDonnell  in

181S: The route was retrac6d up to the cathedral
where the Mayor of St. Boniface. the Knights of
Colurnbus and a 

' large 
crowd attended. A comnemorative

plaque was placed at the Provencher nonunent which
had 'been erdc ted  in  1953.  Then Mass was sa id  in  the
open a i r  in  f ron t  o f  the  bas i i i ca ,  the  one wh ich  had
rbplaced the twin-turreted cathedral destroyed to
ashes  on  December  14 ,  1860.  A las ,  an  ident ica l
n js fo r tune des t royed th is  bas i l i ca  as ,  s ix  days
la te r ,  the  c ry  went  up :  "The ca thedra l  i s  on  f i re " .
The memory of Sister Valade irnnrediateiy came to mind,
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the  s is te r  who sa id  she wou ld  g lad ly  have sac l " j f  i ced
her  own l i fe  to  avo id  the  d isas ter  o f  1860.  /6  The
f i re  assumed such la rge  propor t ions  tha t  i t  was
thought  bes t  to  evacua ie  the 'o ldes t  par t  o f  Tach6
Hosp i ta l .  There  was no  loss  o f  f i re  bu t  the  a t tempts
to salvage precious effects proved in vain, The
chronjcler wrote: "There remains only the stone
walls of this monument which was a fortress of the
Catho l  i c  fa i th  and o f  our  French or io ins  in  the
Canad i  an  West .  "

0n the fol lowing August 12 there was another
t ragedy :  the  death  o f  S js te r  Mar ie  R jchard  in  a
h ighway acc ident .  She had done apos to l i c  work  a t  the
Roseau Indian Reserve. A worthy teacher thus was
lost at the very t ime when nany appeals were being
nade for the services of the Grev Nuns in educa-
r lon . ' -

The personne l  o f  the  prov ince  o f  S t .  Bon i face
was jncreased by f i f teen sisters during the summer
when the  genera l  counc i l  dec ided to  en t rus t  to  th is
prov ince  the  miss ion  o f  Chester f ie ld  In le t ,  a  p lace
where  da i l y  hero ism was s t i l l  requ i red .  When the
supp ly  sh ip  was de layed,  they  were  reduced to  k i l l i ng
ch ickens  or  ea t inq  sea l .  The herds  o f  car ibou wh ich
could be seen at 

-certain 
seasons consti tuted one of

the principal entertainments. Fortunately there were
a lso  the  nor thern  l igh ts  to  beho ld .  As  fo r  com-
munica t ion  w i th  the  ou ts ide  wor ld  wh ich  had deoended
on p lanes  and boats ,  there  was now ins ta l - leo  a
sa te l l i te  wh ich  made poss ib le  to  speak  by  te lephone
a l l  over  the  wor ld !

Dur ing  the  summer ,  the  super io r  genera l ,  S is te r
Georget te  Leduc  went  to  v is i t  the  rn iss ion  w i th
S js te rs  Maun ice ,  E .  Chabot  and R.  Ve i l leux .  They
cou ld  see tha t  S t .  Theresa Hosp i ta l  was  gradua l ly
being transformed into a home for aged Eskjnos, 0n
December 2, 1959 the f irst couple had been admitted,
They  have been l i v ing  happ i  l y  there  s ince .  These
d is tan t  p laces  d id  no t  escape the  changes tha t
occur red  in  la rqer  cent res .  In  1969 the  res idence
for  pup i l s ,  Turquet i l  Ha1 l ,  was  c losed and became a
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cent re  fo r  the  educat ion  o f  adu l ts .80

Sis te r  Therese Isabe l le ,  a  nurse  prac t i t ioner
employed by  the  governnent ,  ass is ted  by  S is te rs  A .
La t re i l le  and E lo ise  Parent ,  wou ld  v is i t  the  vas t
te r r i to ry ,  the  pos ts  a t  Pe i l y  Bay ,  Ig loo l i k ,  Rank in
In le t ,  Baker  Lake,  Repu lse  Bay  and Esk imo Po in t .  A
smattering of the Eskjmo language was acquired. Soon
v js i ts  to  these po in ts  wou ld  be  organ ized to  such and
exten t  tha t  a  Grey  Nun,  S js te r  L jse  Turco t te ,  was
ab le  to  fo rm ca tech is ts  who cou ld  "w in  over  the i r
b ro thers  to  Chr is t " .  T r ips  were  usua l ly  rnade by
a i rp lane bu t  to  reach the  a i r f ie ld  i t  was  sonet imes
necessary  to  t rave l  by  snownob i le .  I t  was  in  such a
veh ic le  tha t  S is te r  Isabe l le  reached the  a i roor t  o f
Rank in  In le t  in  t ime to  oo  to  the  consecra i ion  o f
Bishop 0-.,  Robidoux, the iuccessor of Bishop Marc
Lacro ix .S l

Catech ism.  Th is  was an  exce l len t  means o f
dea l ing  w i th  the  secu la r iza t ion  o f  the  schoo ls .  The
Archb ishop o f  S t .  Bon i face  d jd  no t  de lay  in  conf id ing
the  organ iza t ion  to  Fa ther  0 ,  Larochd l le .  So,  on
November 12, 1968 the Diocesan Pastoral Centre was
es tab l i shed in  the  na jo r  -se-minary  bu i ld ing  w i th  an
of f i ce  g iven to  S is te r  Therese Lega l  who was pu t  in
charge o f  the  ca techet ica l  apos to la te .  The in i t ia -
t i ve  was c rowned w i th  success  and in  the  fo l low ing
year the services of Sister Legal were cal led on by
the  d jocese o f  Grouard  and a lso  o f  S t .  Pau l ,  A lber ta
where on March 25, Mr. E. Gagnon had been elevated to
the  ep  i  scopate .

Courses  in  re l ig ion  were  begun fo r  adu l ts  and
on some evenings there were as many as 100 students
inv  i ted  to  be  invo lved in  th is  essent ia l  work .
Archb ishoo Hacau l t  wou ld  somet imes lend a  hand as  a
"v is i t ingr '  p ro fessor .s2

Pastora l  work ,  concent ra ted  on  exp la in ing  the
Gospe l ,  1ed dur ing  1969 to  the  c rea t ion  o f  two pos ts
of which one was Pelly Bay where two Grey Nuns
cont r ibu ted  to  adu l t  educat ion ,  v is i t s  o f  fami l ies
and teach ing  hone economics .s3
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0n September  1 ,  S is te rs  J .  E l l ,  L .  Beaudry  and
R,  Lava l lee  went  to  the  Ind ian  reserva t ion  a t  Roseau'where ,  dur ing  the  prev ious  year ,  S is te r  Mar ie  R ichard
had earned the respect and affect ion of her pupi ls.
I t  was on the road to this post that she had lost her
l  i fe .  Her  compan ion ,  S is te r  Beaudry ,  a l though
seriously injured, was fortunately spared from death.

In  th is  D lace  s i tua ted  s ix  mi les  f rom the
Arnenican frontier, efforts were made to imorove the
dep lorab le  s i tua t ion  o f  the  Amer ind ians . '  Dur ino
the i r  apos to l  i c  works ,  the  s is te rs  came across  th ;
nonument that had been raised to cornnemorate Chris-
tophe Dufrost de la Jemnerais, the brother of Mother
d 'Youv i l le ,  I t  was  in  f ron t  o f  the  church  o f  Le te l -
1 ie r ,  a  ne ighbour ing  v i11age.  They  thought  "Mother
d 'Youv i l le  wou ld  be  happy to  see us  there ,  "  as  one
s is te r  remarked.  They  fe l t  i t  a  p r iv i lege  to  be  ab le
to transmit the message of love received. frorn the
foundress  by  her  sp i r i tua l  daughters .84  S ince
governnenta l  dec is ions  caused the  c los ing  o f  As-
s in ibo ia  Schoo l ,  the  s is te rs  were  f ree  to  push
further north and on August 20, 1970 Sister Theiese
Arcand and S is te r  Eugen i ;  B i lodeau le f t  S t .  Bon i face
fo r  Ig1oo1 jk ,  an  i s land  s i tua ted  on  the  eas t  s ide  o f
the  Me lv i l l e  Pen insu la  ac ross  f rom Baf f in  I s land .
There  l i ved  559 Esk imos o f  whom 286 were  Catho l i c .
They  hunted  wha les .  wa l rus  and car ibou.  In  th is
iso la ted  p lace ,  there  had been s ince  1961 a  group o f
e igh teen Esk i rnos  who were  ca i led  "Tuks ia r t i t ' , ,  o r
women who prayed. They renew their connnitment each
year on December 8. The sisters said they were
impressed to  see there  " re l ig ious  o f  the  hear t ,  i f
not of the habit" praying before the Lord three t imes
a oay ,

At Iglool ik there was darkness from November to
February  w i th  superb  nor thern  l igh ts ,  nore  beaut i fu l
than anywhere else. Sister Arcand wrote, , ,The
thermometer registers temperatures of 56 degrees
be low zero ,  Wi thout  heavy  o i1 ,  we wou ld  have to  go
outs  ide  to  ge t  warm!"

In  th is  i so la ted  nor thern  land oood was done
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without noise, The post had to be abandoned to the
qreat reqret of both'Cathol ic and Protestant people.
ihis was-jn June 1973 and the departure was motivated
bv aqe and health. But the seed had been sown in
o6od-earth and would bear fruit  in the future. 0f
lhat there was no doubt, since this faith which God
prefers, in hope, was the inspirat ion of everyone.
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1 The dedicat ion of  the new bui ld ino was held on
May 9th.  Chronic les,  St .  Boni fac i ,  p .  338.

2 Miss Moel ler is a graduate frorn the Grey Nuns
School  o f  Nurs ing,  Nashua,  U.S.A.

3 Ci rc .  mens. ,  1904-06,  pp.  880-882.
o 

It lu. sane proposit ion had been made in lB71 by
Bishop Tache to  Adolphe Forget ,  seninar is t ,  t ,no
was ordained on Jan.  13,  1875.

Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  1953-56 ,  pp .  353-54 .

Anna ls ,  1956,  p ,  258,  Sr ,  Mayrand to  the  mother
nou se .

'  The par t j cu la rs  concern ing  th is  work  a re  ex-
tracted from the chronicles, from correspon-
dence with the mother house and from i,The
History of the St. Anant t . lard,, by i l .  Nicolson.

8  Chron jc les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  1953-56 ,  p .  l 2 l .

9 Mr. Speeman also went to Montreal where ne
v is i ted  the  genera l  ass is tan t ,  Mother  Mann,
whom he had counse l led  in  l9 l4  to  en ter  the
Grey  Nuns '  Nov i t ia te ,

10 Presently director of the sisters in formation
preparing to renew their annual vows at the
Mother House.

1 l  Anna ls ,  1956,  pp .  335-337.

tz  lb id . ,  p .  364 .

13  Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  1953-56 ,  p ,365 .

14  In  1954,  ten  Inu i t  pa t ien ts  f rom var ious  pos ts
in the North were adrnit ted to the St. Boniface
Sanator iun ,  La ter  the  ins t i tu t ions  a t  C lear
Water Lake and in Brandon were able to cooe
wi th  ex i  s t ing  demands.
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Soec ia l i s ts  dec la red  tha t  the  o ld  convent  met
the  requ i red  s tandards  fo r  p ro tec t ion  aga ins t
f i re ,  

'Chron ic les ,  
S t .  Bon. ,  pp .  408-409.

Anna ls ,  1957 ,  PP.  81-82 .

Sjnce Feb. 23, 1954, Mgr Prirneau was ret ired at
Hoso ice  Tach6 where , -  as  he  had w ished '  he
remhined un t i l  h is  death .

Chron jc les ,  1957-60 ,  P .  45 '

Sr .  Mann to  the  Mother  House,  June 25 '  1957.

Repor t  o f  the  ce lebra t jons ,  by  Sr '  J '  Lapor te .

Anna ls ,  1957 ,  P .335 .

Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  1957-60 ,  p .  179 .

Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  June  28 ,  1957 ,  p .  68 .

Sr .  Mayrand to  Sr .  Grave l ,  Aug.  5 ,  1957.

Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  1957-60 ,  pp '  113 ,  138 ,
139  .

Incorpora t ion  da ted  Feb.  26 ,  1908.

Sr .  Jarbeau had been work ing  in  S t .  Bon.  s ince
1942.

0n Sunday, June 15, two masses were celebrated
at  the  ia thedra l ,  one a t  10 :30  by  Father  E .
Rairnbault who had just been ordained, and the
other  a t  11 :45  by  B ishop Pau l  Dumouche l  ,  a
nat ive  o f  S t .  Bon i face .

Anna ls ,  1958,  pp '  239-241,

The  S is te rs  o f  J ,  and  M. ,  S i l l e ry ,  Quebec ,  had
worked in  the  par ish  f ron  1939 to  1957.

Anna ls ,  1958,  pp .  319-320.  The pro jec t  was  no t
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wi thout  d i f f i cu l t ies .  0n  Aug.  30 ,  the  schoo l
inspector r.ranted to send the Grade IX and X
s tudents  to  the  reg iona l  pub l i c  schoo l .

32  Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  1957-60 ,  p .  183 .

33  Sr .  R i tcho t  d ied  May 21  ,  lg4g ,

34  Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,1957-60 ,  pp .383-384 .  In
March 1927, a generous amount had been offered
to the Mother House "for a statue representing
Mother  d rYouv i l l e " .  Th is  s ta tue  was  inauou-
ra ted  in  1959.

35  Anna ls ,  1959,  p .  211.  For  severa l  years ,  th is
project had been on the drawjng board as the
2nd f loor  o f  the  hosp i ta l  was  f i l l ed  to  capa-
c i ty  w i th  sen io r  pa t ien ts .

36  Anna ls ,  1959,  p .  79 .  Mgr  P ich6 a t tended the
beat i f j ca t ion  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  May 3 ,  1959.

37  The event  b l ings  tg  mind  the  per iod ic  f lood ing
at  Po in te -a-Ca l l  ie res  where  the  f i rs t  Grev
Nunsr  Genera l  Hosp i ta i  s tands .  In  one case l
the reluctant catt le had to be forced uo the
s ta i rs  in to  the  cho i r  l o f t .

38  Chron ic les .  1957-60,  p .  296,

3e  "The H is to ry  o f  S t .  Amant  Ward" ,  p .  14 .

4o  Chron ic les ,  1957-60 ,  p .  306 .

4L  Ib id . ,  p .  329.  The wood sa lvaged f rom the
add i t i ons  was  used  to  bu i ld  a  par i sh  ha l l ,  a
wing added to the seminary and a wing at the
camp,  A lber t  Beach.

42  Ib id . ,  p .  328 .

43  Anna ls ,  1959,  pp .  427-428.

44  Chron jc les ,  1957-60 ,  p .  348 .



4 6

4 7

4 8

337

4s Year 1957 was the year of the launching of the
f i rs t  spu tn  i  k .

CBWFT,  the  French language T .V.  s ta t ion  inaugu-
ra ted  in  l l i nn ipeg on  Apr i l  24 ,  1960.

Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon . ,  1957-60 ,  pp .412-413 '

Chron ic les ,  S t .  Bon. ,  p ,  454.  Un less  s ta ted
otherw ise .  the  de ta i l s  tha t  fo l low are  taken
f rom the  Chron ic les .

Archb ishop F lah i f f  rep laced Archb ishop P.
Pocock who was named coadjutor of Cardinal
McGu i gan in Toronto.

Mother  d 'Youv i l le ' s  remains  exhumed in  1849 had
been resting in a roon unti l  1884 when they
were placed in the crypt beneath the main f loor
o f  the  church .

Sr .  For t ie r ,  sup .  a t  the  Reg ina  G 'N.  Hosp i ta l
s ince  1959,  showed tac t  and sens i t i v i t y  when a
oainful accident occurred in the month of
i la rch .  F ive  s ib l ings  d ied  because o f  an  er ro r
in the preparation of the formulas. After an
inques t  had been conducted  by  s ix  judges ,  the
Hea l th  Mjn is te r ,  Mr .  J .  l . r | ,  Erb ,  dec la red  tha t
the  acc ident  was  indeed dep lorab le ,  bu t  tha t
the  au thor i t ies  o f  the  hosp i ta i  cou ld  no t  be
he ld  resoons ib le .

Anna ls ,  1961 ,  pp .  146-147 .

Mr .  E .  Gagnon,  Su lp ic ian ,  wou ld  be  pronoted  to
the  card ina la te  in  1985.

To Kabba,  N iger ia ,  to  Tun is ,  Tun is ia ;  and to
Lebanon.

0ther Grey Nuns continued the work begun by the
p joneers :  S rs .  M.  La f ren ie re ,  C .  R ioux ,  L .
Arsenau l t  un t i l  1971 when the  s is te rs  work ing
in  Sao Pau lo  jo ined the  group f rom Nico le t  who
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main ta ined four  miss ions  in  the  nor thern  s ta te
o f  Maranhao,  Braz i l .  Srs ,  R ,  B issonnet te ,
Luc i l le  Sabour in  and I .  Fer re i ra  f rom St .
Bon i face  a lso  went  to  co l labora te  w i th  the
N ico le t  m i  ss  i  onar  i  es .

56  Sr ,  A .  Po i r ie r  to  the  Mother  House.  Anna ls ,
1962 ,  pp .416-418 .

s7  Anna ls ,  1 .963,  p .  217,

58  Ph i l i pon ,  M. -M. ,  o .p . ,  La  V ie  re l  i g ieuse  se lon
Vat i can  I I ,  p .  126 .

se  Anna ls ,  1963,  pp .  494-495.

60 One remembers that in 1959, sone of the planks
sa lvaged f rom the  prov inc ia l  house had served
to  bu i ld  pant  o f  the  Camp A lber t  complex .

61  B ishops  J .  H .  Prud 'hor  ne ,  R.  Brodeur ,  L .  Te-
t rau l t  and A,  Decosse were  a lso  born  in  Man i to -
ba. Ten years later, they were twelve, one of
whon was B ishop Donze,  b ishop o f  Tarbes  and
Lourdes .  France.

62  Anna ls ,  1964,  pp .  588-589.

63  Ho ly  Cross  Church  in  | . r | inn ipeg,  the  v i l lages  o f
Morden,  Haywood,  B i r t le ;  the  par ishes  o f  Eas t
Se lk i rk ,  Cook 's  Creek ,  S ts -Mar ty rs -canad i  ens  ,
also benefi t ted from the voluntarv work of the
s  i  s te rs  .

64  Le t te r  da ted  June 7 ,  1965.  The s is te rs  he ' lp  in
the  oas tora l  serv ice  a t  the  V i l la  and the
Hosp i ta l .  A  few cont inue teach ing  a t  the
schoo l .

6s  In  1972,  a  new wing  was added to  the  V i l la
Youv i l le .  Sr .  R .  La-gasse wou ld  rep lace  Sr ,  C .
Pe l le t ie r  a t  the  HosDi ta l  wh i le  Srs .  A .  S ico t te
and B. Turenne would become part of the nursing
s ta f f  a t  the  V i l l a .
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The 0b la te  Fathers  and Bro thers  jo ined the i r
co l leagues a t  the i r  p rov inc ia l  house in  l ' l i n -
n  r  peg.

Mr .  E .  Gagnon,  Su lp ic ian ,  le f t  Man iza les  in
1964 and became prov inc ia l  sup .  in  Mont rea l .
Mr. R. Robidoux was named sup. at the major
seminary ,  Mont rea l  in  1973.

A new school opened i ts doors in 1961. Sr. A.
Gauthier was in charge of one of the classrooms
and Sr .  E ,  Vachon taught  ca tech ism.  The con-
vent  was  so ld  in  1968.

Sr ,  Ione H i lger  i s  an  Aner ican  s is te r .

In  1972,  th is  apos to la te  was d iscont inued on
account  o f  lack  o f  personne i .

Sr .  I .  Desb iens  rep laced Sr .  M.  Michaud in  the
d j rec t ion  o f  the  schoo l  on  Nov.  13 ,  1970.  I t
was moved to the 4th f loor of the St. Boniface
Hosp i ta  I  Schoo l  o f  Nurs ing .

The convent was given to the city without rent
on  a  long- te rm iease wh ich  s t ipu la ted  tha t  i f
the nuseun were to cease to exist,  the property
would return to the Grey Nuns.

The 1967 genera' l  chapter approved a beige
ta i lo r  su i t  fo r  the  s is te rs '  hab i t ,  the  b lack
vei l  becoming optional. The former uniform
cou ld  a lso  cont inue to  be  worn  bv  the  s is te rs
who so des i  red.

A na t ive  o f  Sask . ,  5 r .  Maur jce  possessed a  vas t
exper ience in  the  admin is t ra t ion  o f  hosp i ta ls .
Bes ides ,  she  had rep laced Sr .  Garneau as  d i rec-
to r  o f  nov ices  in  1963.  The counse l lo rs  e lec-
ted  to  ass is t  Sr ,  Maur ice  were  S is te rs  M. -R.
Tougas,  D,  C le rmont ,  E .  Chabot ,  R .  Ve i l leux  and
C,  Champagne.

Sr .  Lagrave d ied  on  Aug.  4 ,  1859.  In  1967,  the
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communi ty  acqu ined a  parce l  o f  land  on  Arch i -
bald Street for use as a cemetery.

193 names were engraved on the monument by Mr.
P ie r re  Brunet  o f  S t .  Bon i face .

The Nov.  4 ,  i967  wa lka thon covered twe lve
mi les ;  tha t  o f  May 11 ,  i968 ,  th i r ty - f i ve  mi les .

0n  Dec.  i4 ,  1960,  Fa ther  P ic ton  had reca l led
this event in a conference. He was fol lowed by
Father Deniset-Bernier who surmarized the
h is to ry  o f  the  St .  Bon i face  bas j l i ca  rebu i l t  by
Archb i  shop Langev in  in  1908.

Dur ing  the  summer  months .  S is te rs  R ichard  and
Herauf  had taken spec ia l  counses  in  Ch icago.
In September, Sister Herauf gave rel igion
courses  in  Genera l  Wol fe  Pub l ic  Schoo l ,  | l i n -
nipeg, and became a volunteer worker at the Dont
Bosco Cent re  fo r  Ind ians  in  Man i toba.

Choque,  C. ,  Hop.  S te-Therese de  Chester f ie ld ,
p .  17 .

Ib id . ,  p .  20 ,  May  21  ,  1970 .

S is te r  S ,  Gagnon wou ld  jo in  S is te r  Lega l  in
th is  pas tora l  m in is t ry .  0n  Nov.  28 ,  1976,
Archb ishop Hacau l t ,  in  the  ceremony to  es ta-
b l i sh  a  d iocesan pas tora l  counc i l ,  descr ibed
the needs of the Church and invited the par-
t i c iDants  to  share  the i r  ta len ts  w i th  and o f fe r
their col laboration to the members of the
counc i  I  .

S is te rs  B ie lka  and Se l "vant  a r r i ved  in  Pe l l y  Bay
on Aug.  25 .  In  confornr i t y  w i th  the  sp i r i t  o f
the  Vat ican  Counc j l ,  they  v is i ted  the  Ang l ican
as  we l l  as  the  Catho l i c  fami l i es .

S is te rs  L .  Do i ron  and Yvonne Bouchard  exerc ised
th is  aoos to  I  a te .
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN - 197I-1984

How changed were the banks of thd Red River
since the pioneers came more than 125 years ago, The
sky l ine  o f  bo th  l ' | i nn ipeg and St .  Bon i face  were
impress ive  w i th  S t ,  Bon i face  tak ing  a  leg i t imate
pr ide  in  i t s  t ree-sur rounded f ine  bu i ld ings .

Among these bu i ld ings  there  was one wh ich  was
impress ive  no t  on ly  by  i t s  s t ruc tu re  bu t  by  i t s
miss ion  o f  wh ich  a l l  were  jus t i f iab ly  p roud:  S t .
Bon i face  Hosp i ta l  wh ich  ce lebra ted  i t s  cen tenary .  I t
had been begun on August 5, 1871 on the second f loor
o f  a  house fo r  personne l ,  s i tua ted  near  the  o ld
monastery and becoming thus an enti ty apart.  Four
beds  had been se t  as ide  fo r  pa t ien ts .  S ince  then the
hoso i ta l  had no t  ceased to  o row in  d i rnens ions  and in
preit ige, thanks to the com[etence of the doctors on
i ts  s ta f f  and the  qua i i t y  o f  care  g iven,  as  we l l  as
to  the  teach ing  wh ich  was g iven spec ia l  p lace  w i th  a
rnu l t ip l i c i t y  o f  spec ia l  i zed  serv ices .  One pr inc ip le
remajned at the core, however, that of offering to
the  s jck  the  bes t  qua l i t y  o f  care  poss ib le .

Th is  p r inc ip le  o f  exce l lence insp i red  no t  on iy
the words on the Red River but everywhere r ight up to
the upcountry reaching even to the Arct ic 0cean.

When the  foundresses  le f t  Mont rea l  on  Apr i l  24 ,
1844,  a  journa l j s t  o f  La  Minerve  to ld  h is  readers  he
had been "struck with adnirat ion to see these four
S is te rs  o f  Char i ty  leav ing  the j r  na t ive  land to  go
spread the knowiedge of the Gospel and the bgnefi ts
o f  c iv i l i za t ion  wh jch  are  i t s  accompan iment .  " '  They
had not then any f ixed program; they were journeying
to the unknown. But thev had in their hearts an
immense ambi t ion l  " to  reca l l  to  a l l  the  menbers  o f
the great human family the tenderness of God toward
each and every one of them, an{ to announce the Good
News to  a l l  the  d  i  sadvantaoed.  "  z  Ac t ion  was d ic ta ted
by needs to which they tr i6d to respond: teaching the
r is ing  genera t ions ,  care  o f  the  s ick ,  ass is tance to
the  poor ,  the  pro tec t ion  o f  o rphans,  o f  e lder ly
peop le .  I t  was  su f f i c ien t  to  keep one 's  eyes  open to
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d iscover  the  su f fe r ings  espec ia l  l y  those wh ich  were
unattract ive, I t  rnay be said even that, before the
Province of Manitoba was formed, the Sisters assumed
a lmost  a l  l  the  func t ions  o f  government .  Th is  fac t
gave r i se  to  a  t i t le  g iven  to  them by  Miss  E.  Dubuc,
that of "foundresses of the West. " She praised the
Sis te rs '  soc ia l  ac t ion  and the i r  sense o f  adapta t ion ,
even a t t r ibu t inq  to  them the  mer i t  o f  hav ing  inaugu-
rated the arts. r

The t ime had evolved, however, so that i t  was
becorn ing  imposs ib le  to  have board ing  schoo ls  w i th
pro fess iona l  s ta f f  cons is t ing  on ly  o f  S is te rs  and a
s jmj la r  t rans for rna t ion  was occur r ing  in  hea l th  care
where  i t  was  no  longer  poss ib le  fo r  a l l  the  adn in is -
t ra t i ve  pos i t jons  to  be  assuned by  the  s is te rs .
A l ready ,  fo r  more  than ten  years ,  as  fa r  as  hosp i ta ls
wene concerned,  there  was p lann ing  fo r  the  day  when,
d isengaged f rom admin is t ra t i ve  respons ib i l i t i es ,  the
Grey Nun could devgte herself  entirely to pastoral
work  w i th  the  s ick .a

Th is  t ime ar r i ved  a t  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l  when
at  the  end o f  the  decade o f  the  s ix t ies  Mr .  Lu ig i  A ,
Quag l ia  was named execut ive  d i rec to r , )  Th is  in i t ia -
t i ve  was soon fo l lowed in  many o ther  p laces .  The
Gney Nuns retained ownership and both legal and moral
respons ib i l i t y  fo r  the  Hosp i ta l  and i t  was  they  who
named the members of the Board of Directors.

In  choos ing  lay  peop le  fo r  adrn in is t ra t ion
pos i t ions ,  there  was no  d is t inc t ion  as  to  re l ig ious
be l ie f  o r  race  or  age,  bu t  a l l  co l labora tors  under -
took to resDect the medical-moral code and the
genera l  po l i i i es  by  wh ich  the  Grey  Nuns man i fes ted
the  char ism o f  the i r  foundress ,  tha t  o f  un iversa l
char i ty ,  To  th is  end,  a  commi t tee  o f  S is te rs  and
conpeten t  1ay  persons  wou ld  es tab l  i sh  the  miss ion ,
a ims and ob jec t ives  o f  the  Hosp i ta l  in  the  l igh t  oJ
Chr is t ian  ph i losophy and the  teach ings  o f  h is to ry ,o

Because of the importance of always announcing
Jesus  Chr" is t  and o f  reca l l ing  to  man " tha t  l i fe  i s  a
journey  wh ich  does  no t  end w i th  the  t rave l le r ' s  l i fe "
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(Stevenson) ,  a t  the  hosp i ta l  there  was begun a
serv ice  o f  pas tora l  care  ca l led  by  tha t  nane.  I t  was
not  in  i t se l f  a  new serv ice .  When B ishop Provencher
had sent  S is te r  Lagrave to  S t .  Nonber t ,  in  1845,  d id
he no t  des ionate  her  as  h is  " l i t t le  v icar "?  Had no t
the  S is te r , -  as  nurse  and as  teacher ,  a lways  rea l l y
been engaged in  car ing  fo r  the  sp i r i tua l  hea l th  o f
pa t  jen ts  and pup i  1s?

At  the  hosp i ta l  s ince  1951 norn ing  prayer  had
been connunicated over the PA system in the two
of f i c ia l  languages.  Ukra in ian  and Po l ish  had been
used two dayi a week. A Protestant minister would
say he was very moved to see Sisters trAJnsport jng
pat ien ts  to  the  Ho ly  Thursday  ce lebra t ion . '

In  i971,  Fa ther  G i lber t  Gar iepy  took  charge and
proceeded to the systematic organization of pastoral
work when the workers were enrol led in courges of
Sacred Scripture, psychology and gerontology.6 The
hosp i ta l  o rgan iza t ion  served as  a  mode l  fo r  o ther
jns t i tu t ions  d i rec ted  by  the  Grey  Nuns.

l . l i th reference to actual teaching, the sisters
were engaged in schools where there was entrusted to
them,  bes ides  the i r  regu la r  work ,  respot ls ib i l i t y  fo r
ca tech iz ing  bo th  pup i l s  and pro fessors . '

In  the  Ind ian  miss ions  s i tua ted  near  the i r
convents, the catechists were a. lready at work. By
the j r  soc ia l  se rv ice ,  the i r  v i s i t s  to  the  s i ck  and
the poor, the teaching of domestic arts, the Grey
Nuns spread the knowledge of God and were also
invo lved in  fo rming  ca tech is ts  des t ined to  make up
for the iack of apostol ic workers, Moreover, the
Grey  Nuns fo l lowed the i r  cons is ten t  t rad i t ion  o f
having ambulatory catechism during the suntner to
prepaie on the reservations both chi ldren and adults
for the receotion of the sacraments.

Community I  i fe was i tself  adapted to new
cond i t ions  by  lhe  c rea t ion  o f  " f ra te rn i t ies"  l im i ted
to  f i ve  o r  s ix  s is te rs  who,  lead ing  a  conmuni ty  l i fe ,
took  on  domest ic  chores  a long w i th  the i r  p ro fess iona l
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ob l iga t ions .

0ther more numerous fraternit ies resulted from
giv ing  up  quar te rs  fo rmer ly  occup ied  in  d i f fe ren t
lns t i lu t iond ,  Thus ,  the  s is te rs 'work ing  a t  Tache
Hosp i ta l  occup ied  the  fo rmer  nov j t ia te  and the
s is te rs  o f  5 t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l  moved to  the  jn -
tenns '  res idence.  The in te rns  now shared the  bu i l -
ding named after Dr. S. McEwen under whom internship
had begun in  1928 and wh_o-  s ince  then,  had f i l l ed
many i r ipor tan t  pos i t ions . lo

Sp i r i tua l  an imat ion  in  the  par ishes ,  the
organ iza t ion  o f  re t rea ts ,  l i tu rgy  workshops,  sacred
mus ic  workshops,  B ib l i ca l  courses  a l i  demanded the
cooperation of the Grey Nuns who even took on quite
unexpected senvices as when three nursing homes
ent rus ted  the  oroan iza t ion  o f  the i r  food serv ices  to
the  Grey  Nuns.  - - -These were  0akv iew,  H i l l c res t  and
Gendreau l lomes,rr Casa Bonita, a residence for
re t i red  ob la te  miss ionar ies ,  benef i t ted  f ron  the
exper ience o f  a  Grey  Nun in  o rgan iz ing  i t s  in te rna l
serv ices .  S is te r  A .  Gosse l in  was employed there  in
the years 1977-78.

See ing  so  rnany  ac t iv i t ies  i t  i s  easy  to  con-
c lude tha t  the  aDosto la te  o f  the  word  d id  no t  end the
t rad j t jona l  char j tab le  works  o f  the  Grey  Nuns.  Had
they  no t  ass jmi la ted  the  teach ing  o f  the  Mother  o f
Un iversa l  Chan i ty  by  au thent ica l  l y  mak ing  themse lves
the servants of the poor? Just as the Foundress had
been ab le  to  d iscern  the  needs o f  her  t ime,  so  her
imitators of the 20th centurv had to discern suf-
fe r ing  and f ind  the  means i f  no t  to  w ipe  i t  ou t  a t
least to assuage i t .  Nor were they indif ferent to
the  dec l ine  o f  t rad i t iona l  va lues  in  the  count ry  a t
la rge :  the  lack  o f  respec t  fo r  l i fe  resu l t ing  in
abor t ions  and eu thanas ia ;  the  eros ion  o f  mat r imon ia l
bonds which affected so many chi ldren and young
people, the abandoning of o1d persons so nany of whom
were  le f t  in  hope 1es  sne s  s .

There can never be enough thanks expressed to
B ishop Bourget  fo r  hav ing  persuaded the  p ioneers  to
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car ry  on  a  regu la r  journa l  in  every  foundat ion .  I t
i s  a -cus ton  w l i i ch  i s  s t i11  be ing  car r ied  on '  Thanks
to  th i s  jou rna l  i t  i s  poss ib le  to  have  a  b i rd ' s -eye
v jew o f  a l l  the  progress  o f  works  new and o1d permi t -
t ing  us  to  see tha t  the  "g rey  sh ip"  was no t  on  a
wroig course. There are ium6rous test inonials to
prove tha t ,  as  appears  in  the  fo l low ing  pages '

S is te r  A .  H6roux ,  one o f  the  va1 ian t  foundres-
ses  o f  the  miss ion  o f  Chester f ie ld  rece ived a  spec ia l
honour from the Commissioner of the Terri tor ies, Mr.
S.M. Hodg:on "for her 35 years of service among the
Esk  imo.  " "

Dur ing  the  centenary  o f  the  Hosp i ta l ,  ecc les i -
as t i ca l  and c iv i  I  au thor i t ies  lav ished pra ise  on  the
Grey  Nuns.  The fes t i v i t jes  began on  January  22  and
cont inued on .  Fr iends ,  benefac tors ,  adv isers ,
women 's  aux i l ia r jes ,  co l labora tors ,  employees  a l1
par t i c ipa ted  in  p lann ing  the  progran wh ich  had th ree
high points. Ori September 11 there took place the
sod-turning for the new wing for long-tern care. 0n
th is  occas ion ,  four  Grey  Nuns and e igh t  voyageurs  in
costume of the t ime disembarked from a boat near the
site and an oarsman presented to Hon. E. Schreyer an
oar which the Manitoba prirne minister used to ac-
compl  i sh  the  symbol ic  sod- tu rn ing  ges ture .  Dur ing
the'Autumn there was created the Research Foundation
thanks to the support of Senator G. Molgat and many
f r iends  inc lud ing  Mr ,  Pangman,  Mr .  Cohen and Mr .
MacLean.  Throu jh  h is  Foundat ion  there  wou ld  be
es tab l i shed a  cent re  "by  means o f  wh ich  our  resear -
chers  w i l l  be  ab le  to  pursue the i r  en inent ly  hurnan i -
ta r ian  work  w i thout  hav ing  to  ex i le  themse lves . "

At the end of December, after the 200th an-
n iversarv  o f  the  death  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  the  las t
meeting 

-ot 
the program was held. Each part icipant

was able to samole the dessert:  a piece of lhe 228-
pound cake repr6sent ing  the  l i t t le  four -bed hosp i ta l
o f  1871 .

Fes t jv i t ies  had ended bu t  ac t i v i t y  con t inued
a lono Tache Avenue.  In  June 1971 the  work  o f  rebu i l -
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d ing  the  burned ca thedra l  was  begun,  us ing  the  wa l ls
tha t  re rna jned s tand ing  f rom the  f i re .  The ca thedra l
was opened to  the  pub l ic  Ju ly  L7 ,1972.  The d isap-
pearance o f  the  be l l s  "wh jch  had been be l ieved to  oe
imnor ta l "  was  a  loss  wh ich  t ime d id  no t  a t tenuate .
Ins tead o f  a  new be l l ,  i t  was  dec ided to  ins ta l l  a
car i l lon  to  no te  the  joys  and sor rows o f  the  par ish .
Three menorab le  be l l s  were  o f fe red  fo r  th is  purpose,
one by  St .  Bon i face  Co1 lege,  one by  the  0b la te
Fathers  and the  th i rd  by  the  Grey  Nuns.  The S is te rs
presented  the  be l l  wh ich  had been used success ive iv
at the boarding house, the academy, the orphanagel
the  prov inc ia l  house,  the  hosp ice  and f ina l l y  a t
Tache Hosp i ta l ,  an  es tab l i shment  Uvh ich  had to  d isap-
pear  s ince  i t  was  no t  f i re -sa fe . l3  The new cent re
had no  be l l - tower ,  F in ished March  17 ,  1973 i t  was
occup ied  by  the  res idents  the  same day  wh i le  the
wneckers began to tear {own the old walls "witnesses
of  so  many sacr i f i ces .  " la

-  0n  the  fo l  low ing  May 30  the  o f f i c ia l  open ing  o f
Tache Nurs ing  Cent re  iook-  p1ace,  Archb isho i  Baudoux
blessed the cornerstone in which there had been
deposited the documents which had been placed in the
one o f  1910.  S is te r  Maur ice  was handed the  sc issors
to cut the r ibbon together with a cert i f icate of
g ra t i tude to  the  Grey  Nuns.  S is te r  G.  Jarbeau,
ass is tan t  genera l ,  Honourab le  L .  Des ja rd ins ,  the
Min is te r  o f  Cu l tu ra l  A f fa i rs ,  and Mr .  B .  Wol fe ,
cha j rman o f  Tache Nurs ing  Cent re  Board  o f  D i rec to rs ,
were  presented  w i th  i i t t le  s i l ver  t rowe ls  on  wh ich
their names had been engraved. The key was then
given to Sister Yvonne Pievost to ooen fhe door to
the_ house for which she had been primary respon-
s 1 0  t e .  - "

As for St. Boniface Sanatorium. i t  was not
rebu i l t  bu t  was  conver ted  to  i t s  new soec ia l tv .  the
care  o f  hand icapped ch i ld ren . l6  } ' lh i le ' the  o f f i c ia l
open ing  was tak ing  p lace  May 22 ,  1974 the  Red R iver
started to act up once again and created fears of a
repet i t ion  o f  the  1950 f lood .  The new Tach6 Nurs inq
Cent re  has tened to  o f fe r  hosp i ta l i t y  to  42  oerson i
frorn St. Adolphe where the peisonal iare home was
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threa tened by  f  lood ing ,

The danger was far from over when Archbishop
Baudoux pres ided a t  the  open ing  cerenon ies  _wi th
Archb ishop Bar ry  Va len t ine ,  the  Ang) ican  pre lq le ,
ac t ing  as  co-pres ident .  The changes in  the  bu i ld ing
were quite remarkable; i t  was to be known from now on
as St. Arnant Centre in memory of -the great lady who
had s ta r ted  th is  work  jn  1939. r /  The proceed ings
went on even as the water threatened the electr ic
generator, creating an emergency situation. Sister
Baunann, who received from Mr. J. Guay, M.P. a
cert i f icate of honour and whose f ine work was recog-
n ized everywhere ,  had no  t i rne  to  th ink  o f  a l l  the
g lo ry  bes towed on her ;  her  mind  was on  the  poss i -
b i l i t y  o f  hav ing  to  evacuate  the  p1ace.

There  was no  t ragedy  jnvo ived the  fo l low ing
October 7 when the new winq of St. Boniface Hospital
was  opened,18  Mr .  J .  F ,  0 'Su l l i van  congra tu la ted  the
Grev  | t luns  fo r  the i r  ab i I i t v  to  adapt  to  a  wor ld  w i th
suc"h  rap id ly  chang ing  c i rc -umstances '  He po in ted  ou t
that eiumenisn had been practised at the ,[ospital
we l l  be fore  the  Second Vat ican  Counc i l . "  The
speeches were fol lowed by a tour of the wards -where

tire new services of t l ie vast hospital would be
inaugura ted ,  Warn  congra tu la t ions  were  a lso  g iven to
S js te r  M.  B .  Dora is  as  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  } . l i nn ipeg
gave her an honourary doctorate " in r"ecognit ' ion of
your  work  in  the  f ie ld  o f  pubJ^ ic  hea l th  in  the-prov ince  

and in  a l l  o f  Canad i .  "20  An honour  we l l
deserved as noted by representatives of the Research
Foundat ion ,  the  C i ty  o f  S t .  Bon i face  and the  Grey
Nuns,  S is te r  B .  Po i r ie r ,  who rep laced S is te r  C.
Maur ice  as  prov inc ia l ,  congra tu la ted  the  rec ip ien t
and assured her that no effort would be spare!- to
upho ld  the  grea t  reputa t ion  o f  the  ins t i tu t ion . ' -

The dec l  ine  in  vocat ions  a f fec ted  re l ig ious
congregations in these years just as their services
were more and more needed. The Grey Nuns, l ike so
nany o thers ,  had to  sacr i f i ce  w i th  regre t  ac t i v i t ies



348

somet jmes camied on  fo r  long  years .

In 1,972 the Regina Hospital becane government
property and three years later La Verendrye Hospital
was  ceded to  the  nun jc ipa l i t y  o f  For t  F rances .

At the Notre-Darne-de s -Ne i  ges Hospital at Berens
River ,  the  government  se t  up  a  nurs ing  s ta t ion  in
I974. In June of the same year, Ste. Marguerite
School in Fort Frances closed i ts doors for lack of
su f f i c jen t  pup i l s .  As  fo r  the  schoo l  a t  Lebre t ,
respons ib i l i t y  wa;^  taken over  by  the  Ind ian  Schoo l
Commission there.z'

Regina was not abandoned altogether since there
was a fraternity grouping a few sisters who provided
pastora l  serv ice  a t  th ree  hosp i ta ls ,  inc lud ing  the
former  Grey  Nuns hosp i ta l  wh ich  was now ca l led  Pasqua
in  honour  o f  a  g rea t  Cree ch ie f .

As for those I iv ing in Fort Francgs they
camjed on the same apoitolate at La V6renorye
Hosp i ta ' l  ,  v is i t ing  the  fami  l ies  no t  on ly  o f  Couch i -
ch ing  reserve  bu t  a lso  those o f  ne ighbour ing  v i1 -
1ages. One of the workers became the coordinator of
ca lech ises  in  th ree  schoo ls  in  the  ne  i  ghbourhood.23

These changes in  the  methods  o f  engag ing  in  the
aposto la te  persuaded Mr .  0 'Su l l i van  to  say  to  the
sisters: "You have abandoned in order to sqv.e; you
have c rea ted  new in i t ia t i ves  w i th  Drudence.  "zq

The c rea t ion  o f  smal l  f ra te rn i t ies  a l iowed the
Grey Nuns to carry on their good work even though i t
was necessary to take into account that the numbers
were not increasing in proport ion to the needs. In
defau l t  o f  la rge  ins t i tu t ions  fo r  wh ich  they  cou ld
not  take  respons ib i l i t y ,  they  mul t ip l ied  apos to l i c
inser t ions  as  d ivers i f ied  as  the  o laces  where  these
f ra te rn i t ies  were  es tab l  i shed.2s

In 1971 there was ooened at Ste. Bernadette
residence in l l indsor Park a welcome centre for young
Eng l ish-speak ing  g i r l s  in te res ted  in  the  re l  ig ious
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l i fe ,  Catech ism was taught  in  two schoo ls  -wh i le
s is te rs  par t i c ipa ted  in  par ish  .commi t tees ,  looked
af te r  th 'e  sacr is ty  o r  bbcame invo lved in  par ish
ac t iv i t ies .  When I  persona l  care  home was bu i l t  on
i i i zabeth  Road,  the  d is te rs  assumed a t  leas t  par t  o f
the pastoral serv i  ce.

Three s is te rs  l i ved  a t  the  Au lneau res idence
created in 1972. Two of them worked for the
Chi ld ren 's  A id  Soc ie ty  o f  t ' l i nn ipeg and the  th i rd ,  a t
the  Prov inc ia l  House.

In 1973 i t  was in a poorer part of l ' l innipeg on
Soence Street that there was establ ished a fraternity
where  s is te rs  v is i ted  the  s ick  o f  the  Genera l  Hosp i -
ta l  and a lso  the  pr isoners '  Two years  la te r ,  the
serv ice  ca l led  Pre !nancy  0 is t ress  asked. the .he lp .o f
the Grev Nuns and i i  waidecided to let then have the
house for $1.00 per year, which m-ade. Mrs' Louise
Adams have the  ihsp i ia t ion  to  ca l l  th is  haven o f
hope,  Youv i  I  le  House '

The pas tora l  serv ice  a t  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta l
met the hopes of everyone. In 1pJ2 a non-Cathol ic
minister bdcame part o? the teanr.zb Now in the fal l
of 197 4 the Hospital opened a service with the name,
"Pa l l ia t i ve  Care"  w i th  the  spec ia l  a im o f  look ing
af te r  te r rn ina l l y - i1 l  pa t ien ts  anq g iv ing- -mora l
suoDor t  to  the i r -  fami l ibs .  Dr .  Pau l  Hente le f f '  the
onb '  resoons ib le  fo r  the  un i t ,  wou ld  say  tha t ,  by
means o f  th is  serv ice ,  i t  was  poss ib le  to  g ive  care
"of the whole person". The work done by his group
he loed the  "pa i ien t  to  d ie  w i th  d ign i ty ,  reconc i led
to  ihe  idea o f  a  de f in i te  depar tu re  f rom th is  wor ld . ' '

As  to  the  miss ion  o f  Chester f ie ld  and i t s
sa te l ' l  i tes ,  Pe l l y  Bay ,  Baker  Lake,  Esk imo Po in t ,  G joa
Haven and Spence B iv ,  l i fe  was fa r  f rom res t fu l '
S is te r  D.  Ld febvre ,  the  super io r  genera l ,  favoured
the  Dresence o f  the  s is te rs ' in  these pos ts  as  we l l  as
in  i rane R iver ,  Ebb and F low and Toutes-A ides '  A t
Chesterf ield i tself  ,  there was question whethe-r the
hoso i ta l  cou ld  surv ive  s ince  there  was ta lk  o f
rep iac ing  i t  w i th  a  c l in ic .  What  wou ld  then become
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of  the  hand icapped? B ishop Rob idoux  de fended the i r
cause so  tha t  the  o lanned c l in ic  cou ld  be  es tab l i shed
but  no t  a t  the  expense o f  the  wards  o f  the  hosp i ta l .

In  these reg  ions ,  the  s is te rs  in  charge o f
catecheses would go from one place to the other by
airplane but sonetirnes by snowmobile or even by dog-
team. By means of courses they prepared catechists
commissioned in their turn to oo to teach at other
p laces .  In  1976 two S is te rs  l i ved  a t  Rank in  In le t ,
a  b ig  v i I lage  w i th  1250 inhab i tan ts  o f  whom 900 were
Inu i t .  The ch ie f  obs tac les  to  a  Chr is t ian  wav o f
I i fe  were  a lcoho l  and i t s  e f fec ts .2T

At Ste. Rose du Lac. a oersonal care home for
aged persons was bui l t  by ihe t inights of Columbus who
named i t  a f te r  Dr ,  Gendreau.  I t  opened March  11 ,
1975 thus  a f fo rd ino  a  new f ie ld  o f  ac t ion  fo r  the
Grey  Nuns who v is i t id  the  res idents  there  as  we l l  as
a t  the  hosp i ta l .  The S is te rs  s ta r ted  a  Dastora l  care
depar tment  and a lso  adopted  some poor ' fami l ies  who
l ived  on  a  reserva t ion  a  shor t  d is tance away.

The Sisters of the Provincial House who were
forced to  re t i re  on  account  o f  aqe or  i l l  hea l th  d id
not  res ign  themse lves  to  id lenes i .  A t  the  beg inn ing
of 1975 a workshop was opened cal led Marguerite
workshop,  Th is  a l lowed the  re t i red  S is te rs  to  he lo
the  poor  in  an  anonymous fash ion ,  so  to  speak .  S ince
the  soc ia l  serv ice  a t  the  Cathedra l  had been c losed
due to  f i re  res t r i c t ion i ,  there  was an  a t temDt  to
prov ide  a  k ind  o f  subs t i tu te .  Tach6 Nurs ino  Cenr re
i rom June,  1974 on ,  p rov ided mea lq ;on-whe i ls  fo r
e lder ly  pebp le  in  the  r ie  i  ghbourhood.2s

Then, at the end of 1975 the Sisters accepted
an offer from the Manitoba government to take charge
of a personal care home on Archibald Street where
seventy residents were being cared for, The resi-
dence, formerly the provinciai house of the Daughters
o f  the  Cross ,  had opened i t s  doors  on  Ju ly  1 ,  1951.
Some Grey Nuns^had been invited to be present at the
inaugura t ion .zv  Becon ing  vacant  jn  1975,  the  St .
Norbert Lodge company had bought i t  but a planned
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transformation had not been achieved. The Grey Nuns
took care in the preparations to nake the house
at t rac t j ve  fo r  e lder ly  persons ,  "hop ing  tha t  they
would f ind there the same orovidence as when Mother
d 'Youv i l l e  had  ooened  her  doors  in  1737" ,

Foyer St-Bon i face, for francophones, was
of f i c ia l l y  es tab l i shed on  March  1  when twe,n ly - f i ve
residents cane to i t  from Foyer Ste-Therese at
0tterburne. There was an off icial opening on the
fo l low ing  September  10 .  S is te r  B .  Po i r ie r  ca l led  to
mind the great woman of the poor who had shown the
way,  and Honourab le  Des ja rd ins ,  Min is te r  o f  Hea l th ,
congratulated the Grey Nuns^on having accepted the
d i rec t ion  o f  th is  new work . 'u

As  fo r  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp j ta l ,  i t  remained
fa i th fu l  to  i t s  t rad j t ion ,  adapt ing  cease less ly  to
the needs of the hour. In June, 1976 i t  opened a
Centre for mental health in the forner School for
Prac t ica l  Nurses .

Two nonths later, on August 26 the director of
the pro-1ife novenent, the "Front cormun pour 1e
respec t  de  la  V ie" ,  A l l iance fo r  L i fe  and Coa l i t ion
for  L i fe ,  a l l  rne t  together  a t  the  inv i ta t ion  o f
Sister Poir ier. A new work was set up having as i ts
objective the promotion of l i fe and the protection of
the  unborn  ch i ld  " the  most  power less  c i t i zen  in
soc ie ty " ,  The in i t ia t i ve  was ca l led  Serv ice  Va lade
Vi tae  and i t  p roceeded to  a  mass  b i l ingua l  adver -
t ising campaign to awaken consciences from coast to
coas t .  Severa l  1ay  persons  were  invo lved in  the
movement under the direct ion of Sister Therese Vachon
g iv ing  suppor t  to  the  var ious  sec tors  o f  the  pro- l i fe
movement  w i th  days  o f  p rayer ,  ra l l ies ,  pe t i t ions  w i th
the  s ignatures  o f  more  than a  mi l l ion  peop le ,  para-
des ,  mara thons ,  ecumenica l  meet ings ,  a l l  fo r  the
purpose o f  awaken ing  respec t  fo r  l i fe  in  a l l  i t s
phases ,  A  Grey  Nun,  S is te r  A l i ce  Dupu is ,  p rov ided
home care to Mrs. Landolt to enable her to give ful l
t ime to  her  work  as  ores ident  o f  A l l iance fo ;  L i fe .31
Va lade V i tae  ceased i t s  ac t i v i t ies  in  1981 bu t  i t
gave b i r th  to  las t ing  en thus iasm in  a l l  par ts  o f
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Canada and he  lped thg^var ious  movements  invo lved in
th is  imoor tan t  work .sz

Foyer  S t -Bon i face ,  wh ich  had been accepted  a t
the  suggest ion  o f  the  government ,  d id  so  we l l  tha t
the  same author i t ies  encouraged the  bu i ld ing  o f  a
120-bed annex a t  Tache Nurs ing  Cent re  " in  o rder  to
meet the needs of the area". Plans proceeded smooth-
ly  as  i t  was  a  ques t ion  o f  add ing  on  to  an  a l ready
successfu I home. "

In 1977 two other prlo.jects were inaugurated
after years of preparation.ra The f irst was a work
fo r  the  rehab i l i ta t ion  o f  "young menta l l y  i l l  pa-
t ien ts " .  For  th is  purpose,  the  convent  o f  the
Sis te rs  o f  the  Ho ly  Sav iour  was acqu i red  a t  210 Kenny
Street and adaoted to i ts new functions. I t  lvas a
k ind  o f  t rans i t jona l  res idence fo r  those mov ing  f ron
psych ia t r i c  ins t i tu t ions  to  normal  I i v ing .  I t  was
named Sara  R ie l  and had fo r  j t s  execut ive  d i re^cJor ,
S is te r  Jean E11,  whose exper ience was prec ious ' r r  In
th is  house,  the  pos t -menta11y  i1 l  who d id  no t  know
where  to  go  on  leav ing  hosp i ta ' l  wou ld  be  we lcomed.
The idea was to offer then a residence with adequate
care and a program to prepare for l iv ing on their own
after convalescence. A few rnonths at the house would
usua l lv  su f f i ce  to  a l low the  oa t ien t  to  recover  h is
or  her -emot iona l  and menta l  b i lance.36

The growing numbers of persons over the age of
65  and the  gaps  in  quant i t y  and qua l i t y  o f  serv ices
led  o lanners  in  the  min is t rv  o f  Hea l th  to  es tab l i sh
reg i i lna ' l  i zed  serv ice  un i ts .  The Grey  Nuns o f fe red  to
es tab l j sh  such a  serv ice  on  a  vo lun tary  bas is  under
the  narne "Youv i l le  Foundat ion"  in  nemory  o f  the  f i rs t
apostolate of the Foundress. The objective was to
keep e lder ly  peop le  l i v ing  independent ly  fo r  as  long
as  poss ib le ,  To  th is  end,  the  personne l  o f  the
Foundation assessed the needs of each and ananged
for  the  needs to  be  f i l Ied  by  a l ready  ex is t ing
agenc ies ,  a l l  in  S t .Bon i face  and St ,  V i ta l .  Fa i th fu l
to  the i r  ph i losophy,  the  Grey  Nuns worked w i th  o ther
devoted and comoetent volunteers and the foundation
progressed with'such speed that soon there were more
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than 700 cl ients. The off ices were moved to Kenny
St ree t  wh jch  a l ready  housed Sara  R ie l  and Va lade
V'i tae. The complex formed by these three works, was
hencefor th  ca l l6d  "Cent re  t l la i ie -aer the  Dora is " .37

In  1978 there  was rea l  i zed  a  p ro jec t  in  the
o lann inq  s taqes  fo r  a lnos t  seven years .  Th is  was the
bas tora i  Educat ion  Ins t i tu te .  Archb ishop Hacau l t  o f
S t .  Bon i face  s t rong ly  suppor ted  th is  in i t ia t i ve  wh ich
assured to  p r ies ts ,  s is te rs  and 1ay  persons  a-pas-
to ra l  fo rmat ion  to  enab le  them to  work  in  the  c l in i -
ca l  f ie ld  a t  S t .  Bon i face  Hosp i ta i .  The program o f
teachinq, formulated under the auspices of the
Canad ian '  Assoc ia t ion  o f  Pas tora l  Workers  was a f -
f i l i a ted  w i th  the  Un ivers i ty  o f  Man i toba,  thanks  to
the  co l labora t ion  o f  S t .  Bon i face  Co l lege and i t s
rec tor .  Mr .  R .  C lou t ie r .

The cornmjssion in charge of the project in-
c luded Mr .  E '  l ' , l ehr le ,  cha i rnan,  Mr '  Jus t ice  A.
Monn in ,  v ice-cha i rman,  Fa ther  E '  Bar i l ,  represent ing
the  Archb ishop Dr .  P .  Doy1e,  and S is te rs  G.  Rocan and
M.  Th i l l e .

Fa ther  G.  Gar iepy  on  h is  re tu rn  f rom Houston ,
Texas after two years of special ized studies in this
f ie1d,  now posse ised qua l i f i ca t ions  recogn ized  by  the
Catho i i c  Chap la ins '  Assoc ia t ion  and the  Canad ian
Assoc ia t ion  d f  Pas tora l  Educat ion .  He assumed the
oenera l  d i rec t ion  o f  the  c l in ica l  courses .  S is te r
Marie Bonin added to her functions as coordinator of
pas tora l  serv ices ,  tha t  o f  be ing  d i rec to r  o f  the
bent re  wh ich  o f fe red  a  f i rs t  sess ion  o f  s tud ies  May
29, J,978. The session covered eleven weeks' Catho-
1 ic  teach ing  was g iven a l te rna te ly  in  -French and
Eng l jsh ;  i t  was  open to  cand ida tes  o f  a l l  denon ina-
t ions .  There  was a lso  an  in tens ive  sess ion  fo r  s ix
students. An Anglican group asked for a program
which  was g iven,  A t  the  end o f  i t  there  was a
rec i ta t jon  o f  the  brev ia ry  in  common.  S is te r  T .
Lega1,  who had rep laced S is te r  Bon in  in  1979 as
ex6cut ive  d i rec to r , .was  deep ly  moved by  th is  thought -
ful exoerience in ecumeniim. Before Sister Legal' left  

the Diocesan catechetical off ice to take up her
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new ass ignment ,  S is te r  Lou isa  Sabour in  assumed
respons ib i l i t y  fo r  the  ca techet ica l  cor respondence
courses  wh ich  were  be ino  reoroan ized and wh ich  ne t
w i th  ou ts tand i  ng  success- .38  

-

A  Grey  Nun,  S is te r  Jacque l ine  St -Yves ,  was
p laced in  charge o f  d jocesan Vocat ion  work  in  Ju ly
1978. So i t  can be seen that the Grey Nuns were
deep ly  invo lved in  the  propagat ion  o f  the  Word
br ing ing  hope to  the  wor ld  wh ich  s tands  in  so  nuch
neeo.

The luminous  c ross  sh in ing  above the  Hosp i ta l
was no vain symbol. I t  expressed to society the love
of  God fo r  a l l  and  spec i f i ca l l y  fo r  those who su f fe r .
I t  also showed the determination of the Grey Nuns to
shine forth the charisrn of the Mother of universal
char  i  t y .

Whi le  g iv ing  ou t  cer t i f i ca tes  to  four  s tudents
in  pas tora l  work ,  on  August  26 ,  1979,  Dr .  P ,  Doy le ,
chajrnan of the Board of Directors, ref lected the
thought of many when he said: "The dream of Sjster
Dora is  has  become a  rea l i t y " .

I t  wou ld  no t ,  however ,  be  very  conv inc ing  to
have on ly  d idac t ic  teach ing .  Prov idence sees  to  i t
tha t  works  sea l  teach ing  w i th  au thent ic i t y .  Th is
Prov idence "who d isposes  admi rab ly  o f  every th ing , "  as
the dai ly prayer of the Grey Nuns says, once again
i  nv i  ted  the i r  co l  l abora t ion .

In  May 1979,  S is te r  Po i r ie r  announced dur ing  an
assembly ,  tha t  there  shou ld  be  d iscuss ion  about
ooen inq  a  we lcone cent re  fo r  those in  need o f  c lo -
th ing  ind  food.39  Now on August  6 ,  H is  Ho l iness  John
Pau l  I i  launched a  mov ing  appea l  on  beha l f  o f  the
boat people, the Indochinese, coming to seek refuge
on our shores as had the Poles and the Hungarians ten
years .  ogo and more  recent ly  as  had the  Ch i leans  in
igZ6.40-  Archb ishop Hacau l i  s t rong ly  suppor ted  th is
opportunity to offer to each person to perforn acts
o f  human so l idar i t y .  So  the  miss ion  o f  S is te r  Pep in
becane transformed into a l iaison between the Grev
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Nuns and the  var ious  o f f i ces  invo lved in  sponsor ing
imrn ig ran t  fami l ies .

As  to  the  name to  be  g iven to  th is  new venture ,
there  was no  hes i ta t ion .  The memory  o f  l i t t le  S is te r
Laurent  was  s t i l l  a l i ve  a f te r  50  years .  She had gone
uo and down the streets of St. Boniface after her
ai^r jval in 1850 in search of the needy. Laurent
Cent re ,  w i th  the  a jd  o f  vo lun teers ,  was .  to .becorne a
c lo th jnq  depot  fo r  re fugees  and wou ld  d is t r ibu te  the
resu l ts -o f  the  work  o f -  the  e lder ly  s is te rs  in  the
Marouerite workshop. Different conmunity groups
wouid be in chargd of lodging the n-ewconers. 0n
November 21 , 19 

-Vietnamese 
were welcomed at the

airDort bv ien Grev Nuns who syrnpathized with the
drawn fac6s and hadqard eyes of the refugees. The
Prov inc ja l  House,  Tache Nurs ing  Cent re  (wh ich  had
a l readv  rece ived some on 0c tobe i  16) ,  the  convent  o f
La  Bro-quer ie  a l l  took  the i r  par t  in  p rov id ing  fo r
these new wards whose homes were ready to turn their
tea rs  in to  smi les '

Scarce lv  e iqh t  months  la te r ,  the  fo r ty - f i ve
refuqees sponiored- by the Grey Nuns had found a new
nat ive  land.  The adu l ts  found employment  thanks  t0
a  course  in  Eng l ish  rece ived f ro rn  the i r  hos tesses  and
the  ch i ld ren  went  to  schoo l .

Laurent  Cent re ,  hav ing  responded to .  th is
exceot iona l  need,  now-went  back  to  i t s  more  humble
work '  o f  g iv ing  ou t  c lo th ing  to  the  needy fo l low ing
the  example  o f  S is te r  Laurent .

The seven yeat"s between 1977 and 1984 were very
demand ino ,  requ i r inq  a  max imal  e f fo r t  o f  the  Grey
Nuns no f  on ly  to  k6ep up  the  v iab le  works  bu t  to
create new oies, Yei they did not neglect inter-
o rov inc ia l  a id .  Two s is te rs  were  sent  to  he lp  the
in iss ion  o f  Za i ra ,  A f r i ca ,  a  miss ion  be long ing . to  the
Alberta province. Another left  for Brazi l  and three
sisters were sent to lend a hand at the Mother House'
at the Centre of documentation, to Marguerite House
and to  Cent re  Marguer i te  d 'Youv i l le .
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Through al l  these turbulent years where every-
th ing  seemed to  be  in  ques t ion ,  i t  i s  good t -0 .  know
that - the  t rad i t ion  remained among Grey  Nuns o f  be ing
in  a  s ta te  o f  read iness ,  "consecra t ing  the i r  t ine ,
the i r  days ,  the i r  indus t ry  a lways  to  work , '  in  th is
wav im i ta t ino  Jesus  who came in to  th is  wor ld  no t  to
be-  se rved  bu i  to  se rve .4 l  (Mk .  10 ,45) .

Many years now separated the present fron the
time of the epic voyage of the Grey Nuns, yet i t
seemed that adrnirat ion for thern was ever increasing.
th is  was s t ressed on  the  130th  ann iversary ,  June 21  ,
t974. This t jme i t  was Archbishop Baudoux who
welconed the " immigrants" with two "voyageurs".

A commemorative plaque was unvei led bearing the
names of the four oioneers. When the nonument was
f jn ished 0c tober  2  the  fo l low ing  inscr ip t ion  was
added,  concern ing  the  o ' ld  monastery :  "Th is  convent ,
which housed the f irst group of Grey Nuns to come to
the West, was constructed between 1845 and 1851 '  As
a miss ion  house,  i t  p rov ided fac i l i t i es  fo r  the  Grey
Nuns '  var ious  works  o f  educat jon  and char i ty ,  wh ich
jnc luded car ing  fo r  the  aged and fo r  o rphans,  t rea-
t ing  the  s ick  and ins t ruc t ing  ch i ld ren .  I t  was  the
f i rs t  ins t i tu t ion  o f  th is  k ind  in  the  l . les t .  The
convent  was bu i l t  o f  wh i te  oaken logs  and subse-
quent ly  repa i red  and en la rged to  meet  chang ing  needs.
I t  i s  an  ou ts tand ing  example  o f  ear ly  Red R iver  f rane
const ruc t ion .  "

The gues t  o f  honour ,  Mr .  Jean Chre t ien ,  Min is -
te r  o f  Ind lan  Af fa i rs ,  sa id  he  was "a lways  moved a t
see ino  what  an  in te res t  Man i tobans  took  in  the i r
pas t . i42

This acknowledgment was very apt for in Mani-
toba peop le  se ized every  occas ion  to  re l i ve  "what  had
been" .  In  S t .  Bon i face  Cathedra l  the  fo l low ing
August 25, the 100th anniversary was celebrated of
the  ar r i va l  o f  the  S is te rs  o f  the  Ho ly  Names o f  Jesus
and Mary .  0n1y  th i r ty  years  a f te r  i t s  es tab l i shment
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the community had sent several sisters abroad. 0n
the banks of the Red, the Grey Nuns were wait ing for
them, history tei ls us, and the newcomers spent two
days  in  the  o ld  wh i te  house be fore  go ing  to  rep lace
their predecessors at Fort Gamy (now t. l innipeg). The
Sis te rs  o f  the  Ho ly  Names wou ld  a lso  rep lace  the  Grey
Nuns at St. Joseph's Academy and at St-Jean- Bapt i  ste
Schoo l .

Five years later there was a celebration of the
75th  ann iversary  o f  the  found ing  o f  the  0b la te
S is te rs  who,  s ince  1904 had done much admi rab le  work .
Another rnonument was set up to honour the nemorv of
Father  Au lneau,  o f  J .B ,  de 'La  V6rendrye  and the i i  19
comoanions massacred at Lake of the woods in 1736.
This monument owed i ts existence to the genero;j ty of
the MacDona I d- Stewart Foundation of Montreal.qJ The
indus t r " ia l  park  in  S t ,  Bon i face ,  sou th  o f  Duga ld  Road
and eas t  o f  Lag imod iere  Bou levard ,  was  g iven the  nane
of  La jemmera. is ,  b ro ther  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  and
cousir i  german o? the son of La Verendrye.44

The St .  Bon i face  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty ,  wh ich  was
beh ind  a l  l  these h is to r ica l  reco l lec t ions ,  i t se l f
celebrated i ts iSth anniversary on 0ctober 21 , 1977.
The Society gave to one of i ts nenbers, Sister De
Moissac  a  cer t i f i ca te  o f  mer i t  in  recogn i t ion  o f  her
contr jbutions to history. She was made a member for
l i fe and was recommended for investi ture as a Dane
Knigh t  o f  the  "Company o f  One Hundred Assoc ia tes" .4s
S is te r  De Moissac ,  a t  the  reques t  o f  S is ten  Maur ice ,
had been s ince  1972 conp i l ing  much docunenta t ion
re la t inq  to  the  h is to rv  o f  the  Grev  Nuns o f  Mont rea l
in  the  eanad i  an  West .46

The chron ic les  o f  the  order  cont inue:  "The
o ldes t  par ish  o f  the  West ,  Sa in t  Bon i face ,  i s  fa i th -
fu l  to  i t s  t i t le  as  c rad le  o f  b ishops .  0n  Ju ly  18 ,
1972 Bishop Raymond Roy of Saint Paul, Alberta was
consecrated as a bishop at the hands of Archbishop
Baudoux with co-consecrators, Archbishop A. Jordan sf
Edmonton and Archbishop G, Cabana of Sherbrooke. "aT
"Four ty - four  b ishops  presented  a  narve l lous  s igh t  in
the  sanc tuarv  o f  the  new ca thedra l . "  The who le
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spectac le  was te lecas t .  The car i l lon  wh ich  Father
Roy had p lanned when he  was par ish  pr ies t  o f  the
cathedra l  d id  no t  ch ine  fo r  h im s ince  i t  was  no t
comple ted  un t j  I  Oc tober  7 .48

In the same year, 1974, on February 19, another
Man i toban,  Fa ther  Noe l  De laqu is ,  f ron  Not re  Dame de
Lourdes ,  was  inves ted  w i th  the  p len i tude o f  p r ies t l y
o f f i ce  by  Archb ishop Baudoux who had orda ined h i rn  in
1958,  Aga in  the  bas i l i ca  was the  scene o f  a  sp lend id
ce lebra t ion  and  th is  t ime  the  car i l l on  d id  r ins  ou t .
The new b ishop.was rep lac in -g  a t  Grave lbour .S ,  q i t [?
Decosse who had res igned a  few months  prev ious ly .

Now, on September 7 next, the Grey Nuns of the
Prov inc ia l  House learned o f  the  res ionat ion  o f
Ar"chbishop Baudoux "after twenty-two yeirs in the
serv ice  o f  the  most  i l l us t r ious  and o ldes t  d iocese in
the  Canad ian  West . "  The Archb ishoo d id  no t  rva i t
un t i l  the  re t i rement  age o f  75  fo r ,  accord ing  to  h is
mot to ,  "He gave h imse l f  en t i re ly  to  God. "  The wor thy
Archb ishoo thanked H is  Ho l  iness  Pope Pau l  V I  fo r
hav ing  accepted  h is  res ignat ion  and fo r  g ran t ing  to
h jm authg l i t y  to  camy the  t i t le  "Monse igneur
l 'Anc ien"50 (Rrchb ishop Emer i tus) .  He expresse i  h is
deep apprec ia t ion  fo r  h is  successor ,  Archb ishop
Anto ine  Hacau l t ;  he  thanked h is  p r ies ts  fo r  the  marks
of  a f fec t ion  they  had g iven h im;  he  spoke o f  h is
admi ra t ion  fo r  the  s is te rs  and the i r  ded ica t ion ,  and
he expressed homage to the 1ay people whose coopera-
t ion  had been much apprec ia ted .

The worthy successor ,  Archb ishop Hacau l t ,
t "ece ived the  pa11 iun ,  symbol  o f  the  pas tora l  charge
of  a  met ropo l i tan  churc i .  fnon the  hands o f  "ArcF-
b ishop  1 'Ar i c  jen"  on  January  15 ,  1975 .

Archbishop Hacault was wel l  known and respected
in St. Boniface where he had been workino for twenrv
years, The Sanatorium, now St. Amant Cenire, had ha-d
the  honour  o f  h is  min is t ry  as  chap la in  in  1954,  a
ministry interrupted when he was cal led to be profes-
sor  o f  theo logy  a t  S t .  Bon i face  Co l lege up  to  1964
when Rome had des ignated  h im aux i l ia ry  B ishop o f  the
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archd iocese.

Archb ishoo Hacau l t  ce lebra ted  h is  s i l ver
anniversary of priesthood on May 20, 1976, The
jub i lee  was necogn ized w i th  a  so lenn euchar is t i c
conce lebra t ion ,  0n  th is  occas ion  B ishop R,  Roy
preached the homj 1y on the theme of vocation as a
ca l l  to  w i tness  and prophecy ,  Mr .  A .  Thor i rnber t ,  o f
S t .  Norber t  par ish ,  was  the  spokesnan fo r  the  peop le
o f  the  d ioceses  in  express ing  to  the  Archb ishop bes t
w ishes ,  congra tu ' la t ions  and thanks  fo r  the  pas tora l
serv jce  g iven w i th  so  much k indness  and devot ion .
The sookesman d id  no t  a l lude  to  the  d i f f i cu l t ies
wh ich  had ar isen  as  to  the  French language.  R igh ts
were  th rea tened in  the  Se ine  R iver  D iv is ion  and th is
drew forth the efforts of a1l people of good wil l .
Fourty-four peti t ions were presented to the School
Board June 24, L976. The Grey Nuns who had been
teach ing  in  th is  d is t r i c t  fo r  120 years  p repared a
memorandurn which ended with the assurance of their
de terminat ion  to  rena in  in  so l idar i t v  w i th  the i r
compat r io ts  in  the i r  demands fo r  jus t i ie .s l

Since 1968 the Soci6t6 Franco-Man i toba i  ne
rep laced the  Assoc ia t ion  d 'Educat ion ,  fo l low ing  the
same k ind  o f  benef ic ia l  ac t ion .  A  v ic to ry  was
achieved when there was ooened at St, Norbert the
Noi; l  Ritchot French School 'named after a man in the
cent re  o f  ear ly  Man i toba h is to ry .  Mr .  G.  Lagasse,
the  pres ident  o f  the  St .  Bon i face  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty ,
recal led the memory of this great patr iot and took
the occasion to stress the support of the Grey Nuns
in  the  f je ld  o f  educat ion  espec ia l l y  a t  S t .  Norber t
s ince  1858.  A l  l  the  gues ts  a t  th is  open ing ,  inc lu -
d ing  the  Mjn is tens  o f  Hea l th  and o f  Educat ion ,
expressed themse lves  in  French to  the  grea t  de l igh t
of everyone.

I t  was  l i kewise  in  French tha t  the  Miss ion ,
Aims and 0bjectives of St. Boniface Hospital was
pub l  i shed May 17 .  A  grea t  p r inc ip le  was se t  fo r th ;
Life is a gif t  of God and must be protected fron
conceotion unti l  the tomb. There was to be no
d iscr im ina t ion  o f  race ,  co lour ,  c reed or  soc ia l
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sta tus  in  the  care  o f  the  s ick .  A l l  rnus t  be  t rea te
accord ing  to  the i r  needs  w i th  love  and k indness .s2

The a jms and ob jec t ives  were  equa l ly  the  main
theme when i t  was  a  ques t ion  o f  fo rmula t ino  the  tex t
o f  the  corpora t ive  bons t i tu t ions  o f  the  

-d i f fe ren t

works .  S is ten  Po i r je r  p roc la ined:  "The connon
pro jec t  cons is ts  o f  p roc la iming  the  Good News tha t
God is  Fa ther ,  tha t  we are  a l l  b ro thers  and tha t
Chr is t  i s  p resent  in  a  p r iv i leged way in  the  poor .
th is  i s  to  be  app l ied  no t  on ly  in  our  works  bu t  in
the  sp i r i tua l i t y  wh ich  insp i res  our  ac t i v i t y .  For
us ,  j t  i s  a  ques t jon  o f  fa i th  in  the  Father  and in
Pnov idence.  I t  i s  our  par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  char ism
given by  God to  B lessed Marguer i te  and t ransmi t ted
across the generations to the Grey Nuns of today,"
Mr .  Jus t i ce  J .  F .  0 'Su l l i van ,  the  a lways  ava i lab le
counse l lo r  and fn iend,  spoke in  a  l i ke  sp i r i t  bas ing
h imse l f  on  the  so i r i tua l  tes tament  o f  Mother  d ' \ou-
v t  e . 5 J

In  th is  fas t -mov ing  20 th  century ,  j t  was
important to discover new formulas to meet the neeos
of  the  peop le  o f  God.  That  j s  why  Archb ishop Hacau l t
c rea ted  the  D iocesan Pastora l  Counc i l ,  cons is t inq  o f
twenty-seven members with eighteen 1ay persons, iour
priests and f ive sisters. Two Grey Nuns took part in
this committee or coordination when i t  I ' ras esta-
b l i shed February  10 ,  1977.

I t  was  in  the  fo l  low ing  year  tha t ,  w i th  the
strong support of the Archbishop, the Centre of
Pas tora l  Educat ion  had i t s  f i r s t  sess ion  fo r  the
benef i t  o f  those,  men or  women,  lay  o r  re ) ig ious ,  who
were  anx ious  to  share  w i th  the  s ick  and d isadvantaqed
the message of Christ ian hope. To work today, to be
prepared for tomorrow, these were the nain Dreoc-
cupat ions  o f  the  Grey  Nuns and they  recogn ized tha t
to succeed they had to strengthen thenselves with the
values of the past. There wis proof that everything
owed i ts  o r ig in  to  the  f i rs t  " f ra te rn i ty "  es tab l i she i i
by  the  four  p ioneers  o f  1844 a t  Red R iver .

A regard for the past meant for the sisters
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recogn iz ing  a l l  those who had len t  a  he lp ing  hand in
the  pas t .  

-Never  
do  the  s is te rs  fo rge t  the i r  k indnes-

ses ;  they  have been inscr jbed in  the i r  records  so
tha i  tho le  who l i ve  in  the  fu tu re  w i l l  be  ab le  to
nead of what they have done. The custom has con-
t inued o f  no t ing  fa i th fu l l y  no t  on ly  the  nanes o f  our
f r iends  and benefac tors  bu t  a lso  the  honours  tha t
have come their way and the griefs that have af-
f l i c ted  them,  0ve i  the  year i  the  qua l i t y  o f  the
serv ices  o f  personne l  employed in  co l labora t ion  has
been ind ispe isab le .  A  spec ia l  recogn i t ion  has  a lways
been q jven to  the  Trapp is t  Fa thers  o f  S t .  Norber t
"who 6ave heloed the workers at the convent when
ext reme-pover ty  fo rced the  s is te rs  to  ra t ion  the i r
bread , " ra

The cu l t  o f  the  pas t  has  been a  thanksg iv ing  to
God fo r  h is  g races  and- fo r  the  ass is tance g iven,by  so
manv. In an admirable "commerce", born of the
comi run ion  o f  sa in ts ,  the  peop le  in  tu rn  p ray  fo r  the
Grev  Nuns,  In  an  ar t i c ' le  en t i t led  "Women o f  Cur
T im6s, "  the  in f luence o f  the  Grey  Nuns was no ted  even
f rom fa r -away.  "Men and women have s tud ied  in  the i r
schoo ls ,  A-nunber  o f  nurses  have been prepared in
the i r  hosp i ta ls .  01d peop le ,  pa t jen ts  and hand i -
caoped have been cared  fo r  in  the i r  ins t i tu t ions .
Thb ooor have been clothed and fed, and the abandoned
have been rec la imed.  B lessed Marguer i te  d 'Youv i l le
has trained women in the service of God to be present
among the poor. "s5 Proof of their being appreciated
mul t ip l ied ;  nominat ion  or  e lec t ion  to  pos i t ions  o f
t rus t :  p res idency  o f  the  senate  o f  } l inn ipeg s is te rs ,
oroclamit ion of a Grev Nun as "woman of the nonth"
bu l ino  the  In te rna t iona l  Year  o f  the  Wonan,  v ice-
ores idency  o f  the  Assoc ia t jon  o f  Catho l i c  Hosp i ta ls '
inembershi-o in the Board of Governors of the Univer-
s i ty  o f  Man i toba,  e lec t ion  to  the  pos i t ion  _o^ f  ad-
min is t ra t i ve  secre tary  o f  the  Canad ian  Re l ig ious
Conference of the l , lest,  grant of a comnemorative
Confedera t ion  meda l  fo r  d is t ingu ished serv ices ,
rnemlgrship in a pernanent Cornmittee of Wonen, and so
on .  )o

When in  Aor i l  1980 S is te r  Den ise  Le febvre ,  the
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super io r  genera l ,  p res jded over  a  p rov inc ia l  chapter ,
she recognized the progress of the works under the
wise  d i rec t ion  o f  S is te r  Po i r ie r  who was reDlaced a t
the  he lm by  S is te r  Mar ie  Bon in ,  ass is ted  b . i ,  S is te rs
L .  Damphousse ,  C .  R ichard ,  M.  Th i l l e  and  R.  Ve i l  l eux .

The Grey history thus entered on a new chapter,
marked by  no tab le  events  such as  the  Beat i f i ca t ion  o f
Kater j  Tekakwi tha  in  June 1980.  S is te rs  L .  Beaudry ,
Y .  Bouchard  and L .  Do i r "on ,  a l l  o f  whorn  had spent  long
years  in  the  Ind ian  miss ions ,  were  sent  to  Rome fo r
the cerernony.

At  S t .  Bon i face  Genera l  Hosp i ta l ,  a  p rogram was
inaugura ted  by  S is te r  Co le t te  Tard i f  whereby  hosp i ta l
nurs ing  was taught  by  c iosed-c i rcu i t  te lev is ion  as  a
result of a gif t  received from the Helen Fudd Foun-
dat ion  o f  New Jersey ,  U.S.A.

At  the  beg inn ing  o f  19Bl  the  McEwen Bu i ld ing
was changed in purpose. After necessary alterat ions,
i t  becane the  McEwen Psych ia t r i c  Cent re .  Unt i l  then ,
four res i  dences had she I tered th i  s category of
pa t ien ts .  Cent ra l i za t ion  wou ld  fac i l i ta te  care  and
mark  a  new era  in  th i s  f i e ld ,

In  May,  i t  was  the  d is tan t  miss ion  o f  Chester -
f ield that was honoured after 50 vears of existence.
Hero ism was  s t i l l  requ i red  in  th i s  p1ace ,  d i f f i cu l t
of access, where the good seed was slow to r ise. 0n
th js  occas ion ,  the  speakers  were  unan imous in  ac-
c la iming  the  mer i ts  o f  the  s is te rs  and the i r  as-
soc ia tes  who accepted  to  work  in  th is  d is tan t  land  o f
snow and barren rock,

The Schoo l  o f  Nurs ing  had j t s  B5th  ann iversary
in  1982.  0n  th js  occas ion  there  was begun a  Her i tage
roon with photographs and souvenirs of teachers and
pup i ls  g rouped together .  The h igh l igh t  was  the  v is i t
of Mother Teresa to the provincial house. She was of
worldwide reputation. The Hospital Research Foun-
dation gave i ts International Award to this woman who
d is t ingu ished herse l f  by  her  a t tachment  to  human
values and her incomparable devotedness to the poor.
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There had been talk of her coning for two years; i t
was  f  ina l ' l y  poss ib le  to  g ree t  her  and her  compan ions
on June 25 .  S is te r  Bon in  and S is te r  H ickey  went  to
rneet her at the airDort and to drive her to the
Prov jnc ia l  House on  Desp ins  St ree t .  In  the  name o f
the  Grey  Nuns,  S is te r  Bon in  w ished her  the  nos t
cord ia l  we lcome and cons ider ing  the  la teness  o f  the
hour ,  they  re t i red  ear ly  a f te r  hav ing  sung the
even i  ng  hymn,  Sa lve  Reg ina .

The fo l low ing  day ,  Archb ishop Hacau l t  ce le -
bra ted  Mass  w i th  B ishop De laqu is  and Father  R.
Be langer .  Dur ing  the  homi ly  the  Archb ishop drew a
para l le l  be tween Mother  Teresa and Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,
saying that across the ages, great souls neet each
other .

At Holy Cross auditorium, Mother Teresa gave a
nessage to the rel igious men and women with very
evange l  i ca  l  s inp l  i c i t y  expressed w i th  a  communica t ive
fervour .  Ukra in ian  Archb ishoo M.  Herman iuk  made a
presenta t jon  to  her ,  and Archb ishop A.  Exner  o f
l l i nn ipeo thanked the  foundress  o f  the  Miss ionar ies  o f
Char  i  l y i s i

0n Sunday, June 27 at the Winnipeg Stadium
there was an ecumenical meeting attended by 21 ,000
peop le .  Mr .  G.  C.  Mac lean,  cha i rman o f  the  Research
Foundat ion ,  p ra ised the  rec ip ien t  who had rece ived
the Nobel Prize but, among the honours which des-
cended on her, preferred to serve those whom the
worid rejected, A ner,,spaper writer said: "A very
f ine day made expressly by God. I  have been at-
tracted by her beauty; I  did not see her wrinkles any
more. I  was moved to tears. "

He was not the only one to be touched by the
humble  Mother  say ing  to  the  c rowd:  "You and I ,  thanks
to your generosity, we are going to do something
beaut i fu l  fo r  God, "  The fo l low ing  day ,  Mother  Teresa
received the Order of the Buffalo Hunt with a gif t  of
$10,000 from Prenier Howard Pawley and Mr. L. Desjar-
d ins ,  the  M in is te r  o f  Hea l th .  For  h is  par t ,  H is
Honour  Mavor  W,  Nor r ie  dec ia red  the  v is i to r  an
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honourary  c i t i zen  o f  the  cap i ta1 .58

Mother Teresa inscribed in the Guest Book of
the  Grey  Nuns:  "Keep the  joy  o f  lov ing  Jesus  in  your
hear ts  and share  th is  joy  w i th  a l l  you  neet  and
through th is  shar ing ,  becone car r ie rs  o f  God 's  love
and comoass ion .  "

The "cornpassion of God" was expressed in a
spec ia l  fash ion  fo r  pa t ien ts  a f f i i c ted  w i th  cancer .
on  Ju ly  7 ,  cons t ruc t ion  was begun on  a  Cent re  fo r  the
detec t ion  and t rea tment  o f  th is  mvster ious  i l l ness
wh ich  s t i l l  puzz les  med ica l  sc ien ie .  The  bu i ld ing
wou ld  have 22 ,000 square  fee t  and wou ld  be  fu rn ished
wi th  up- to -da te  equ ipment ,  The 0 'Re i l l y  ward  wou ld
compie te  th is  un j t .  I t  was  a  room put  a t  the  d is -
posa l  o f  paren ts  w i th  g rave ly  i l l  ch i ld ren  a l low ing
then to be present at their s_i lk-beds regardless of
the  hour  o f ' the  day  or  n igh t .s9

At  Ra iny  Cres t  Home in  For t  F rances ,  S is te r
Marguerite Forest would demonstrate the compassion of
God toward  e lder ly  persons  as  we l l  as  fo l low ing  her
apos to la te  among a lcoho l ics  who had to  be  brought
back  th rough the i r  long  journey  to  rehab i  l i ta t ion .

It  was at Fort Frances that there was born in
1981 the group of Associates of the Grey Nuns for the
canon jca l  p rov ince  o f  S t .  Bon i face ,  "The proposa l  to
admi t  as  assoc ia tes  those w ish ing  to  par t i c ipa te  in
the  sp i r i tua l i t y  o f  Mother  d 'Youv i l1e" ,  was  approved
by the  Genera l  Chapter  1981.  S is te r  Marguer i te
Letourneau,  super io r  genera l ,  s t ressed tha t  th is  was
not  rea1 ly  an  innovat ion  fo r  Mother  d 'Youv i l le  and
her  comDan ' ions  had ca l led  themse lves  "assoc ia tes"  fo r
senv ing  the  poor  in  t737.  The invo lvenent  o f  the
1a i ty ,  someth ing  h igh ly  reconmended by  the  Counc i l ,
favoured the movement and the eight members present
a t  the  f i rs t  meet inq  on  0c tober  8  inc reased un t i l
there were 80 the foi lowing year. The group did not
Cease rO gfov\l.

To the associates, whether men or women, was
proposed,  bes ides  co l labora t ion  in  the  works ,  an
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at t j tude  o f  sou l r  the  des i re  to  do  someth ing  fo r  God
by serv ing  w i thout  d is t inc t ion  a l l  the  nembers  o f  the
g i " i l  I ' u t in  rami jy ,  espec ia l l y  the  d isadvantaged. "60

Two centenaries marked 1983, that of Tach6
Nur"s ing  Cent re  and tha t  o f  the  par ish  o f  S t -Joach im
de La Broquerie. As for the centre, there was
qenuine re!ret at the disappearance of the forner
iaon i f i cen t  bu j ld inq ,  bu t  there  was the  same sp i r i t
of-charity and merc! in the new ultra-modern "hone"
where  a  c l imate  o f  seren i ty  re igned.

At  S t .  Joach im 's  par ish  in  La  Broquer ie ,  they
asked the  Grey  Nuns to  a ipear  a t  the i r  fes t i va l  "c lad
jn  the  o ld  f ra l i t , "  ius t  d rs  in  1912 when they  founded
the convent, The convent had become obsolete and i t
was proposed to leave i t .  Sister M. Letourneau
explained, 0ctober 23, that the lack of workers
foi"ced the Grev Nuns to leave and launched a vibrant
appea l  to  the  youth .6 l  Mr .  A .  Laurence l le ,  cha i rper -
sbh of the committee expressed in rnoving terrns the
apprec ia t ion  o f  the  par ish ioners  fo r .seventy  years  o f
sbi"vice by the Sistdrs "of whon we keep the best of
memories " .

0n  November  22 ,  when the  las t  miss ionary
re tu rned to  the  prov inc ia l  house,  S is te r  Bon in
expressed the  thought  o f  a l l  wh i le  say ing  there  was
deep regret at leaving the parish where more than one
oenbration had come to leirn to know and to serve
God.

Langev in  res idence,  opened a  few nonths  ear -
1 ie r ,  was  rece iv ing  young lad ies  o f  the  French
lanquaqe who were  fo l low ing  Un ivers i ty  c ro^urses  o f
s tudy  wh i le  l i v ing  a  re l ig ious  exper ience .o"  To  the
ins i i ten t  demands-o f  the  ie rchants  o f  i l l us ion ,  w i th
the i r  a r t i f i c ia l  joys ,  there  was opposed a  c l jna te  o f
p rayer  and re f lec t ion .  The S is te rs  p r "each w i thout
wor is ,  w i tness ing  to  the  joy  they  l i ve ,  i  ioy  "wh ich
no one can take from you." (Jn 16,22) This ioy
n ises  f rom an inexhaust ib le  source  wh ich  is  found in
the  im i ta t ion  o f  the  One who sa id :  " I  have no t  come
to  be  served bu t  to  serve .  "  (Mk.  10 ,45)
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I t  was  in  the  cause o f  l i fe  tha t  Youv i l le
C l in ic  was fo rmed.  I t  was  announced bv  S is te r  Bon in
on February  6 ,  1983 w i th  Mrs .  Verna-  Sy lves t re  as
execut ive  d i rec to r .  I t  began in  the  Mar ie  Ber the
Dorais .complex and was moved the fol lowing February
2 to the "Dorno" shopping centre on Marion Street.
S is te r  L .  Do i ron  jo ined the  team wh ich  had as  i t s
ch ie f  ob jec t ive  the  promot ion  o f  materna l  hea l th ,
educat  ion  o f  young mothers ,  fami ly  p lann ing ,  the
processes  o f  adopt ion ,  a id  to  persons  in  d i i t ress .
medical problems were referred _t-o doctors and other
cases  to  p ro fess iona l  agenc ies .63  I t  was  a  face t  o f
Va lade V i tae ;  care  was taken to  emohas ize  tha t  " i t
was  respond ing  to  a  need o f  the  Chu ich .  "

When the cancer treatment wing was opened Apri l
27 ,  1984,  Archb ishop Hacau l t  o f  S t .  ion i fa le  s t resseo
the purpose of the new unit,  a worthy complement of
the.s_ervices already offered by the general '  hospital.
He blessed the 8th stat ion of the l . lav of the-Cross
while appropriate hyrnns were sung expiajning that in
some -way "suffering nembers of hurnanity wil l  be
c0n so  led  "  .

Dr .  P .  Doy le ,  cha i rman o f  the  Board  o f  D i rec-
to rs ,  thanked the  government  au thor i t ies  who had
co l labora ted  in  the  pro jec t ,  and S is te r  Bon in  spoke
of  the  t rad i t iona l  miss ion  o f  the  Grev  Nuns des i i ins
to  serve  the  s ick  w i th  k indness ,  w i th6ut  d is t inc t io i
as  to  co lour ,  age,  race  or  be l ie fs .

Less than two months later a new project was
begun nearby. 0n June 21 , the 140th anniversary of
the  ar r i va l  o f  the  Grey  Nuns,  the  usua l  cereno i ies
were  he ld  to  mark  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  Research
Cent re  bu i  ld jng-wh ich  had been in  the  p lann ing  s tages
lo r  a  numDer  o t  years . '+  There  was nuch nos ta lg ia
when St. Roch Hos,i tal was torn down to nake room ior
the  new"  pro jec t . '  I t  had  occup ied  the  space fo r  85
years.o' The members of the Board of D' irectors of
the Foundation were happy to see the beginnings of
the Youvi l le Research C6ir ire narned in the 

-vear 
o? the

25th  ann iversary  o f  the  beat i f i ca t ion  o f  the  foun-
dress  o f  the  Grev  Nuns.
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In this extraordinary year, one feature without
precedent  was the  v is i t  o f  H is  Ho l iness  Pope John
Paul I I  to Canada. The Research Foundation offered
to  the  i l  lus t r ious  v is i to r  the  in te rna t iona l  awar ld
reserved for outstanding benefactors of humanity.66
When the news cane that the award would be accepted
and would be part of the program, the chairman of the
Foundat ion  remarked w i th  p r ide :  " l t  i s  a  s igna l
honour  fo r  us . "  Now,  Mr .  Samuel  Cohen,  o f  Jewish
nat iona l i t y ,  had c rea ted  the  Foundat ion  o f  wh ich  he
was honourary  cha i rnan wh i le  Mr .  Carnpbe l l  Mac lean,  o f
Presby ter ian  be l ie f ,  was  the  cur ren t  cha i rnan.  So
the  v is i t  o f  H js  Ho l iness  Pope  John  Pau l  I I  was
indeed marked with an ecumenical character.

Th is  v is i t ,  rev iewed in  the  pages wh ich  fo l low,
wjl l  terrninate this story of the 140 years of work by
the  Grey  Nuns in  the  "Pays  d 'En-Haut " ,  the  upcount ry .
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Refer supra, Chapter Two.

Letourneau,  Sr .  M. ,  gen. ,  sup ,  Grey  Nuns,  Ju ly
20, t982.

Miss  E,  Dubuc a t  a  conference fo r  the  H is to r i -
ca l  Soc ie ty  o f  S t .  Bon i face ,  Dec .  B ,  1964.

In  1957 ,  Dr .  P ,  I 'Heureux ,  med ica l  d i rec to r ,
had a l luded to  th is  p ro jec t .

Mr .  Quag l ia  was nominated  March  5 ,  1969.  Mr .
R. Beaudin became business manager for the Grey
Nuns o f  Man i toba in  1979;  Mr .  R,  S imard ,  execu-
t j ve  d i rec to r  o f  S te ,  Rose Hosp i ta l  and Mr .  R,
E,  Mu la i re ,  execut ive  d i rec to r  o f  the  Grave l -
bourg Hospital and Foyer in 1983.

The prepara t ion  o f  these po l i c ies  was begun in
1976 and terminated in 1978. Graduaily, the
miss ion ,  a ims and ob jec t ives  o f  the  var ious
insti tut ions r 'rere put into writ ing so as to
remove any  r i sk  o f  ambigu i ty .

Bon in .  Sr .  M.  "La  ca techese des  malades  d 'h ie r
a { -  d r  e I  . i ^ , , r d  I  h r , . i  r l
L !  q  q v J v s , v . , g , t

Sr .  M.R.  Lacro ix ,  s .g ,m. ,  was  inv i ted  to  come
and share her knowledge of gerontology with the
St .  Bon i face  s is te rs  and s tudents .

They  assumed th is  respons ib i l i - t y  in  the  fo l -
low ing  schoo ls :  Lacer t6 ,  Lava l  lee ,  Queen E l iza-
be th ,  Eas t  Se lk i rk ,  R icher ,  Sandy Bay,  S t -
Laurent, Laurier and Norway House. Three
s is te rs  ob ta ined oua l i f i ca t ions  fo r  the  t rans-

, t ic r lD t ron  oT  Bra t  I  l e .

The McEwen bu i  1d ing ,  e rec ted  c lose  to  the
hosp i ta l ,  was  inaugura ted  on  Feb .6 ,  1971 .

Sr .  A .  Dupu is  was success ive ly  en t rus ted  w i th
these new projects between 1970 and 1975. The
nursing homes are in St. James, Brandon and

1 0
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Ste-Rose-du-Lac .

ASGM documents, Sr. St- I  gnacd- de-Loyo I a - A.
H6roux .  Three years  la te r ,  the  Winn ipeg Tr i -
bune sa id  tha t  the  n iss ionary  s is te rs  were
wonder fu l  ambassadors  o f  c iv i  I  i za t ion .

The  be l l  j ns ta l led  jn  1912  we ighs  1013  pounds .
0n  i t  a re  engraved var ious  inscr ip t ions ,  e .9 . ,
Archb ishop Langev in 's  coat -o f -a rns .  the  nanes
of 3 Grey Nuns, and that of the donor, Mgr
Ri  tcho t ,

The s ta tue  o f  the  B lessed V i rg in  was sa fe ly
brouoht down from the niche on the exterior
wa l l -  o f  the  nor th  w ing  where  i t  had been
ho is ted  in  1912,  I t  now s tands  on  the  nuseum
gr0un0s,

The centre has a capacity of 200 beds.

The elderly residents were transported to other
centres or to the new wing that had iust been
added to the SBGH.

0n Nov,  10 ,  1960 the  K iwan is  C lub  enec ted  a
nonument to Mrs. St. Amant in Transcona at the
very iocation where she had begun her work with
the  hand icapped.

228 years ago on the same date, Mother d'You-
vi l le had entered the Montreal General Hos-
p i ta1 .

Mr .  J .  0 'Su l l i van  was the  f i rs t  1ay  cha i r rnan o f
the St. Boniface General Hospital board of
d i  rectors .

Ce lebra t ion  he ld  Apr i  I  20 ,  1974.

Sr. Poir ier herself  was honoured a few weeks
later when she received the Vigor Award from
the Quebec Federation of Social Adninistrators.
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zz  For  these d i f fe ren t  ins t i tu t ions  founded res-
pec t ive ly  in  1884,  1907,  1937 and 1941,  the
years of service by the sisters added up to
293!

23  Echos de  St ,  Bon, ,  Ju ly -Aug.  ,  1977 ,  p .  10 .

24  Don^v .+  ^ {  +ho  An+ 11 ,  1974 meet ing .

2s  Th is  par t  o f  the  las t  Chapter  dea ls  w i th  the
jn i t ia t j ves  taken in  the  years  1971-1 .979,

26  Bon in ,  S r .  M.  "La  pas to ra le  des  ma lades  d 'h ie r
e t  d 'au jourd 'hu i , "  She  j s  re fe r r ing  to  Dr ,  T ,
App le ton  who was orda ined an  ang l ican  min is te r
on  January  14 ,  1979,

27  To s te rn  the  r i se  o f  a lcoho l isn  and to  l im i t  i t s
obnoxjous effects, the governnent offered
courses and conferences to the natives.

28  Members  o f  the  Lad ies '  Aux i l ia r ies  and o ther
vo lun teers  he lp  in  the  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  mea ls ,
A t  the  prov ,  house,  a  l igh t  lunch is  g iven  to
those who ask for one at the door.

29  Chron ic les ,  p rov .  house,  1946-52,  p ,  242.

30  Sr .  M.  Th i l le  was the  admin js t ra to r ,  rep lac ing
Mr, G. Lougheed who had accepted the role on a
temporary basis. The seven sisters working at
the Foyer l ived in a residence on McTavish
St ree t .  In  1986,  a  new bu i ld ing  was to  be
constructed close to St. Amant Centre and was
to  be  ca l led  Foyer  Va lade.

31 Every summer for several years, Sr. A. Dupuis
sDent two of three weeks in Toronto for this
purpose,  Another  Grey  Nun,  hav ing  invented  a
hear ing  appara tus  fo r  the  hand ' i capped,  the
profi ts from the sales were invested in the
Pro-Life movement.

32 Begun at the prov. house, Valade Vitae moved to
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Kenny Street in 1978.

The cons t ruc t ion  was cornp le ted  in  1978.

Sr .  M.  B .  Dora is  in  1973 had expressed the  w ish
to  see the  c rea t ion  o f  the  Sara  R ie l  serv ices '

Sara  R ie l ,  a  Grey  Nun and Lou- is  R ie l ' s  youngest
s is te r .  d ied  in  1883  a t  I l e -a - la -Crosse .  M iss
M.  Jordan oub l  i shed:  "To  Lou is  f rom Your  S is te r
V lho  Loves  You" ,  wh ich  is  Sara 's  b iography  and
the  co l lec t ion  o f  the  le t te rs  she wro te  to
Lou is .  M jss  Jordan was honoured by  the  Red
River  Va l  ley  H is to r jca l  Soc ie ty .

The Reg ina  res idence hav ing  been c losed,  a  few
s is te rs  were  ava i lab le  fo r  th is  new venture .
A day centre was added to Sara Riel and plans
made for a long-term patients'  program to be
ca l  l ed  Lou is  R ie l .

Sr .  Dora is  d ied  in  Mont rea l  Jan .  13 ,  1976.

Pastora l  Serv ices  were  o f f i c ja l l y  o rgan ized a t
the  Tache Nurs ing  Cent re  on  Sept .  4 ,  1979.

Sr .  L  Pep in  v is i ted  the  Mar ian  Cent re  in
Reg ina  in  o rder  to  ob ta in  jdeas  fo r  the  or -
gan iza t ion  o f  the  proposed serv ices .

Furniture and other j tems had been given to the
Chi lean re fugees in  Reg ina .  In  a  le t te r  to  Sr .
Po i r ie r  da ted  June 17 ,  1976,  Mr .  J .  Dunn wro te
that he was convinced that "wherever there are
Grey  Nuns,  the i r  char i ty  o f  Chr is t  p reva ' i  l s . "

Ar t .  5 ,  Const i tu t ions ,  Grey  Nuns,  p ,  18 .

SGM rev iew,  June 1974,  pp .  9 -13 .

43  The event  was ce lebra ted  June 6 th ,  bu t  Mr .  H.
Granqer 's  two scu lDtures  o f  Au lneau and La
V6re id rye  were  on ly  ins ta l led  on  Oct .  17 .
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44 The t i t le  was  o f f i c ia l l y  con fer red  June 30 ,
1976 .

45 These honours were bestowed respectively in
1,972, 1975 and 1982.

46  Sr .  de  Moissac  d ied  Jan.  21  ,  1984 be fore  be ing
ab le  to  comple te  her  p ro jec t .

47  B ishop Roy rece ived f rom Archb ishop Baudoux the
r ing  o f  Mgr  Be l  i veau to  whorn  he  was re la ted .
Bishop Roy often referred to the Grey Nuns'
par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  h is to ry  o f  h is  vocat ion  to
the  pr ies thood.

48 Two of the bel ls were cast bv Paccard of An-
necy-1e-V ieux ,  France.

49  Sr .  Lou isa  Sa lour in ,  s .g .m, ,  served as  secre-
tary to Mgr D6cosse in 1972-73.

50 The sarne t i t le was conferred upon Archbisnop
Laval when he was succeeded by Mgr de St-Val-
I  i e r .

51 The memorandun was prepared by Srs. J. Mon-
chanp,  T .  C lou t ie r ,  T .  Vachon and E.  de  Mojs -
sac ,  The la t te r  who read the  scr ip t  a t  the
of f i c ia l  ra l l y  was  honoured w i th  a '  s tand ing
ovaf, r  on .

s2  Mr .  J .  0 'su l l i van  had thus  surmar ized the
orientat ions which were soon to be exoressed in
both off icial Ianguages in a brochuri for each
of  the  Grey  Nuns '  ins t i tu t ions .

s3  In  1975 ,  Mr .  J .  0 ' su l l i van  becane  a  judge  a t
the Manitoba Court of Appeal. Another eminent
f r iend ,  Mr .  A .  Monn in ,  became Ch ie f  Jus t ice  o f
the  same Cour t  in  1979.

s4 The Trappist Fathers cane to St. Norbert in
i892 and left  in 1978. I t  was in their new
monastery ,  Ho l land,  Man. ,  tha t  on  }c t .  24 ,
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1980, they celebrated the 15th century of the
foundat ion  o f  the i r  0 rder .

Two T.V. programs, on February 7 and L6, lg7g,
were an occasion to inform the public concer-
n ing  the  new pro jec ts .  Sr .  Po i r ie r  was  then
interviewed by Father Rocan and by Deacon E.
McCormick .

Th is  I  i s t  obv ious ly  i s  no t  exhaus t i ve .

Archb ishoo Exner  succeeded Card ina l  F lah i f f  who
had res ighed a  few months  ear l  ie r ,

The schoo l  ch i ld ren  too  w ished to  o f fe r  the i r
cont r jbu t ion .  Sr ,  T .  C lou t ie r ,  hav ing  spoken
about Mother Teresa's apostolate to Kindergar-
ten and qrades one to six students col lected
$565 for 

-Mother 
Teresa's works of mercy.

The 0 'Re j1 ly  ward  was opened Apr i l  5 ,  1983;  the
Diagnost ic  &  Trea tment  Un i t ,  Apr i l  27 ,  1984.

Const i tu t ions ,  Grey  Nuns,  p .  13 ,  a r t .  6 .

The convent  was so ld  in  the  loca l i t y  fo r  $1 .00 .
0n  the  s i te .  a  sen io r  c i t i zen 's  c lub  bu i l t  a
"R6s i  dence d 'e  I 'ami t i6 " .

The Langevin residence replaced that on McTa-
v ish  St iee t .  Sr .  T .  C lo r i t ie r ,  sup .  was  a lqo
resoons ib le  fo r  ca techeses  a t  the  Lava l lee
School. Two formation centres were opened for
Grey Nun candidates, one at Montreal and the
other at the regional centre, Edrnonton, Alta.

In 1985, there was to be added a resource
cent re  fo r  d iabetes  Dat ien ts  and the i r  fan i -
l i es .

The Research  Cent re  wou ld  be  bu i l t  by  the
hosp i ta l  wh ich  prov ided the  land.  The govern-
ment of Manitoba offered a grant and the centre
itself  would assume the operating costs.

5 6

5 7

5 8

5 9

6 1

6 Z

6 3

6 4



374

6s Th is  bu i ld ing  where  Mgr  Faraud d ied  in  1890,
became St. Roch Hospital in 1890.

66 Mother Teresa, Mrs. J. Carter, then First Lady
o f  the  U .S .A . ,  and  Pr ince  Ph i l i p  a lso  rece ived
this International Award which conprises a
$20,000 honorar ium.  Pr ince  Ph i l ip  donated  th is
amount to the Phvsical Education of Youth.
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EPILOGUE

Like  the  who le  Canad ian  popu la t ion ,  Man i tobans
had the i r  eyes  f i xed  on  the  te lev is ion  screen when
His  Ho l  iness  Pope John Pau l  I I  a r r i ved  a t  Cape
Diamond on Sunday, Septernber 9, 1984. I t  was wjth
emotjon and prid-e that the people l istened to the
soeech of welcome by Her Excel lency, Madane Jeanne
Siuve,  Governor -Gene ia  I  :  "We we lcome you as  a  p i lg r in
o f  compass ion  and peace. . .  Everywhere  in  the  wor ld ,
d isar rhv  re iqns .  Ch i ld ren  seek  ihe i r  fa thers ;  adu l ts
look  fo i  tea ihers .  In  a  sense what  j s  most  lack ing
is  the  bo ldness  o f  the  prophets .  Your  Ho l iness
should not be surpnised that we see in you a prophet,
for more than al l  the other leaders of our t ime, you
have known how to perceive the causes of universal
suffering and you have proc' laimed that we must not
have feaF, thai we must dare, that God is not dead."

This assert ion was borne out by the Head of the
Church  in  d i f fe ren t  ways  dur ing  euchar is t i c  l i tu r -
q ies ,  and meet ings  w i th  pa t ien ts ,  hand icapped,
na t ives ,  young and e lder lY  PeoPle .

The i t inenary  b rought  the  Pope to  Winn ipeg on
September  16 .  " l ;  i t  c ied jb le , "  i sked the  chron i -
c lb r ,  " tha t  Our  Ho ly  Fa ther  the  Pope is  in  l ' l an i toba?"
lJe  are  a l l  fasc ina ted  by  th is  au thent ic  f igure . "

From the  a i rpor t  the  august  v is i to r  went  to  the
Cathedral of the Ruthenian r i te'  He compared the
Mani toba Ukra in ian  ep iscopa l  p rov ince  to  the  - l  i t t le
qrain of mustard seed spoken of in the Gospel. I t
f rad  grown and mul t ip l ied  admi rab ly .

From there the procession proceeded to St.
Mary's Cathedral,  Winni 'peg, where he was greeted by
Archb ishop A.  Exner ,  Archb ishop M.  Herman iuk  and
Archb isho i  A .  Hacau l t .  A f te r  the  Ange lus , -  H is
Ho l  iness  jnv i ted  the  members  o f  th is  meet ing  "o f  a l l
creeds to recognize God's mercy in the generosity
w i th  wh ich  we g ive  care  to  the  poor . "  Then S is te r
Bon in ,  p rov inc ia l  super io r ,  surmar ized the  apos to la te
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of the oldest rel igious conmunity in the West

"Dear Holy Father, we welcome you with great
joy and wish to say how happy we are that you have
accepted the International Award presented by this
Catho l i c  hosp i ta l :  the  St .  Bon i face  Genera l  Hosp i ta l ,
the f irst hospital founded west of Toronto in 1871.

"Th is  un ivers i ty  hea l th  and char i ty  cen t re  i s
under the direct ion of the Congregation of the
Sis te rs  o f  Char i ty  o f  Mont rea l ,  ca l led  Grey  Nuns.
The Grey Nuns were pioneers in the Canadian west.
Founded by  Mother  d 'Youv i l le ,  they  came here  in  1844
f rom Mont rea l  to  S t .  Bon i face ,  I t  was  a  oer i lous
canoe t r ip  tha t  las ted  59  days .

" I t  i s  w i th  joy  and fa i th  tha t  we serve  the
Church, the sick and the needy in Western Canada for
the past one hundred and forty years. As lve gather
to celebrate our faith with you, we are here as a
conmunity of service. } ' l i th cornpetent laymen and
l aywonen of dif ferent faiths we serve in thirteen
works of charity, St. Boniface General Hospital being
among the oldest and )argest. l , le want to serve with
compassion and tenderness. Your Holiness, you are a
v is ib le  hera ld ,  a  g rea t  p romoter  and t rue  w i tness  o f
th i s  f i ne  sp j r i t ,

" I t  gives me pleasure to introduce two laymen
who among many others work to improve the quali ty of
care  a t  S t .  Bon i face  Genera l  Hosp i ta l  th rough i t s
Research Foundation: Mr. Samuel Cohen, honourary
chairman of the Research Foundation, and Mr. Campbell
MacLean, the present chairman. "

Mr ,  Cohen expressed to  H is  Ho l iness  a  sa lu te  o f
peace: "Shalom". Mr. Maclean described the Research
Foundation and was honoured to Dresent to the i l -
lus t r ious  v is i to r  i t s  In te rna t iona l  Award :

"Your  Ho l iness ,  God cont inues  h is  narve ls .  A
new Pope from a Far-away Country, John Paul I I ,  we
{elcome you to the St. Boniface General Hospital
Research  Foundat ion ,  0n  October  16 ,  1978,  we a l I
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rejoiced v'rhen the Cardinal Archbishop of Krakow
becarne the new Bishop of Rome. I  would l ike to add
tha t  0c tober  l6 th  i s  a lso  the  l i tu rg ica l  feas t  o f
B lessed Marguer i te  d 'Youv i l le ,  the  foundress  o f  the
Grey  Nuns.

" In  an  age o f  tu rmoi l  and uncer ta in ty ,  we-ga in
s tab i l i t y  f rom-Your  Ho l iness  who exernp l i f ies  ab id ing
values a-nd steadfast faith. In a world scamed by
confl  ict and str i fe, we draw strength from those who
stand for oeace and for al l  that nust be done to
ach ieve  i t .  l ' r lhen  soc ia j ,  po l i t i ca l  and economic
t rans format ions  engu l f  us  in  a  sea o f  complex i ty  and
d iscord ,  we are  anchored by  Your  Ho l iness  rea f f i rm ing
the  sanc t j t y  o f  the  ind iv idua l  human be ing .

"Ho ly  Fa ther ,  your  t i re less  devot ion- - to  your
apos to l  i c  

-miss ion ,  
your  generos i ty ,  in te l l igence,

cburage, adaptabi I  i ly and deterrnination comrnand
univeisal resbect and admirat ion. l . |e acclaim Your
Ho l iness  when the  vo ice  o f  the  Pope is  ra ised  in
defence of human rights, of freedom and just- ice for
a l l  men,  women and the  l i t t le  ones ,  espec ia l l y  fo r
those who are oppressed and powerless.

"People of our generation shal l  forever be
indebted tb you, Holy Father. t , le acknowl edge . your
ro le  in  l i f i i ng  the-eyes  o f  the  wor ld  toward  the
ho l is t i c  v is jon  o f  man,  wh ich  an imates  the  re len t less
search for the means by which we can achieve the
h ighes t  poss ib le  degre6 o f  phys ica l ,  soc ia l  and
sp i r i tua l  we l  l  be  i  ng .

"May i t  please Your Holiness to accept this
International Award. Thereby, you honour the Foun-
dat ion  in  i t s  search  to  "p ro long l i fe "  w i th  love  and
d ign i ty .  | ' l e  humbly  ask  Your  Ho l iness  to  b less  the
Foundat ion  and a l l  i t s  ded ica ted  peop le . "

The c i ta t ion  had o ther  p ra ises :  "H is  r i se
th rough the  Church  h ie rarchy  o f  i t se l f  iden t i f ied
Karo l -  Woj ty la  as  a  man o f  g rea t  in te l lec tua l  and
spir i tual endowrnents, and theiefore worthy of special
rbgard  w i th in  the  Catho l i c  wor ld .  However ,  he  a lso
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attracted the intense interest of people of a)l
faiths through the strength and appeal of his per-
sona1 i ty . . .  In  p resent ing  i t s  In te rna t iona l  Award  to
Pope John Pau l  I I ,  the  St .  Bon i face  Genera l  Hosp i ta l
Research Foundation pays tr ibute to a man who,
thr"ough the strength of his dedication to fundamental
hurnan i ta r ian  idea ls  and th rough h is  pass ionate
connitment to peace has nurtured renewed hope for a
be t te r  wor ld  in  a l l  o f  us , "

A t  the  euchar is t i c  ce lebra t ion  a t  B i rd 's  H i l l
Park ,  there  was a  cha l j ce  on  the  a l ta r  donated  to  the
Grey Nuns by Bishop Provencher. Present at the Mass
were seventy-two Inuit  who cane from Chesterf ield,
Church i l l ,  Rank in  In1e t ,  Esk imo Po in t  and  Pe1)y  Bay ,
Whale  Cove,  G joa  Haven,  Spence Bay,  Ig loo l i k  and
Repu lse  Bay .  They  s tayed a t  the  Prov inc ia l  House
whi le  in  S t .  Bon i face .  Her  Exce l lency  Madame Sauve
had pronised the Poper "The natives and descendants
of the founding people await your coning. They
under "s tand your  ca l l  to  love . "

In the evening of this wonderful day, the Grey
Nuns in St. Boniface and elsewhere had the unspeak-
ab le  joy  o f  see ing  H is  Ho l iness  f l y  to  Edmonton and
be received at the Regional Centre there. Sister
Marguerite Letourneau, the superior general,  was the
spokesperson fo r  a l l  the  Grey  Nuns.

"Most  Ho ly  Fa ther :  We are  de l igh ted  tha t  your
p i lg r im path  has  led  you to  Canada and tha t  ton igh t ,
we have the great joy to welcome you under our roof.
With my Sjsters present here and with those of the
entire Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of
Montreal, I  wish you warn welcome in our home. I t  is
w i th  deep fa i th  tha t  we s ing :  "B lessed is  He who
comes in the name of the Lord. " May you f ind rest,
hosp i ta l i t y  and peace in  our  home! . . .  You have won
our hearts because you are our Pastor and were
e lec ted  on  the  L i tu rg ica l  Feas t  o f  our  Foundress , . .
Your personal faith helps ours to grow and your
presence encourages us to Celebrate our Faith! Your
radical nessage moves us toward an enl ightened
f ide l i t y .  Your  s t rength ,  your  courage and persona l
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endurance make us question the quali ty of our own
apostol ic zea1, Your stay among us gives us great
hope and your love for the poor cal ls us to creative
char i t y . . .

"Ho ly  Fa ther ,  we have prepared th is  v is i t  fo r
a long t irne through prayer and personal ref lect ion.
Our hearts are open and avai lable to receive your
words. Words, that wi l l  confirm our joy and awaken
our  f  ide l  i t y .  "

The Ho ly  Fa ther  rep l ied  to  th is  reques t .  A f te r
hav ing  no ted  tha t  the  co lours ,  b lack  and wh i te ,
t rad i i iona l  fo r  s is te rs  have a lways  been cons idered
evange l  i ca l  co lours ,  H is  Ho l iness  added:  " tha t  the
co lour  Grey  cou ld  be  an  Evange l ica l  Co lour ;  i t  can
serve  to  fu l f i l l  a  vocat ion  to  the  Evange l ica l  Coun-
se ls .  I t  can  a lso  serve  to  rea l i ze  the  evange l ica l
rad ica l i sm tha t  i s  soec i f i c  and charac ter is t i c  o f
your  vocat ion . . .  I  w i ih  fo r  you  the  same th ing  as  I
do  to  nen and women re l ig ious  and to  p r ies ts .  I  w ish
you many vocations! I  say this according to the
universal norms of the Church. You are in need of
many rel igious and priest ly vocations in order to
witness to the world, with a numerical strength, and
in  a  qua l i ta t i ve  manner  the  Gospe l  o f  Chr is t . . .  You
need strength that is ever renewed in order to fulf i l
va r ious  tasks  tha t  be long to  your  spec i f i c  apos to l i c
mi  ss  i  on .  "

Th is  w ish  was accepted  by  the  s is te rs  as  a
proof of benevolent approbation by the Successor of
Peter on their apostolate. And so that their works
might continue, they prayed "the Lord to send workers
to  ga ther  the  harves t . "  (Luke,  10 ,2)

Archb ishop Hacau l t ,  mak ing  a l lus ion  to  Mother
d 'Youv i l le  sa id ,  "Her  v igorous  char isn  o f  char i ty
without boundarie-s seems tai lored for a world trou-
b led  as  ours  i s . " '

Because she considered humanity as the great
family of God our Father, the foundress of the Grey
Nuns has  le f t  to  her  sp i r i tua l  daughters  a  legacy  o f
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un iversa l  char i ty .  I t  i s  th is  her i tage wh ich  has
been the strength of the f irst generations and which
has inspired their missionary action in the }|est and
in the Far North of Canada and indeed in foreiqn
lands  as  we l  l .

Thus we recognize once more that the l i t t le
cornmunity born in Montreal in 1737 has taken i ts
imoulse from the four humble women who embarked on
frhi l  canoes on Apri l  24, 1844 to descend to Red
River on the fol lowing June 21 , They praise the
Lord, fol lowing the example of their foundress, for
the  " l i t t le  b i t  o f  good"  they  have been ab le  to  do .

Let ter  to  Sr .  Bonin,  Aug.  l ,  1984
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For t in ,  Fr .  A ,  318
For t in ,  Sr .  C.  290,29L,314
Fourn ier ,  Sr .  109
France 3 ,91,93,104,105,116,154,157,168,172,193,216
Frangois-Xavier ,  Sr .  64
Frank l in .  Sr .  114
Frog Lake 137,138

.G-

Gaboury,  Miss M.-A,  267
Gabr ie ls ,  B ishop t7 l
Gagnon,  Card.  E.  296,318,321,331
Galarneau,  Mr.  75
Galarneau,  S.  41 ,65
Galena 48
Gal  ic iens 193
Gal lant, Mother E. 242,250,252,255,256,258,268,270
Gar iepy,  Fr .  G.  343,353
Garneau, Sr. M. 284
Garr iguet ,  Mr .  P.S.S.  206
Gascon,  Sr .  M.  71,86,89
Gaspard, Sr. 231
Gauth ier ,  B ishop G.  248,252
Gauth ier ,  Miss J . -8 .  L24
Gauth ier ,  Sr .  C.  96,327
Gendreau, Dr. L. 259,3L3,325
Gendreau Home 344,350
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G6n6reux,  Sr .  185
Gen in ,  Fr .  105
Geof f r ion,  Sr .  150
George V 249
Germany 216,262,281,307
Gique l lo ,  Sr .  115,116,153
Girard ,  M.  93
Girard,  Sr .  H.  196,247,264
Giroux,  Fr .  A.  123,124,157,208
Giroux,  Fr .  L .  -R 123
Gjoa Haven 349,378
Gladu,  Fr .  114
Goi f fon,  Fr .  J .  73,74,203
Gossel in ,  Sr .  A.  40,74,171,260,326,344
Gouin ,  Mr .  E. ,  P .S.S.  283
Goulet ,  Sr .  A.  77,85,92,175-177, t94, t95
Gourb i l ,  Mr .  E.  325
Goyette, Sr. 196
Gnace,  B ishop 105
Grandbois ,  B ishop 246
Grandin ,  B ishop V.  61,62,66,68,71,86,87,95,105,110,

1 23,  1  35-  i  37,  140-  143,  149-  I  57,  169 -17 1,  185,225
Grandin ,  Sr .  (Heur teb ize,  Miss  M-A)  105,184
Gravel ,  B i  shop 171
Grave l .  Mr .  A.  232
Gravelbourg (St .  Joseph's  Hospi ta l /Foyer  d 'Youvi l le)

232-234 ,244-247 ,253 ,256 ,264 ,282 ,283 ,294 ,376 ,
320,358

Great  S lave Lake 185
Gren ier ,  Miss  U.  4 ,29,43
Grey Nuns of the Cross (Grey Nuns of Ottawa) I72,

299,316
Grey Nuns of Nicolet 159,262,293,322
Gro l l ie r ,  Fr . ,  0 .M.L 52,
Grouard 331
Grouard,  B ishop E.  104,156,157,184
Grou lx, Canon 329
Guay, Mr. J. 328,347
Guay, Sr. 198,200,244
Guenet te ,  Sr .  D.  76,135,136
Guichon,  Sr .  M.  266
Guimaraes 322
Guy, Bishop J. 233,245,256
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-H-

Hacaul t ,  B ishop A.  294,321 ,324,327,331 ,353 '354,358-
360 , 363 , 366 , 375 , 379

Hai  lebury 245
Hainaul t ,  Sr .  J .  (See Deschamps,  Mother)
Hame l ,  Sr .  M.  89,97,  103,  113,  1 i5 ,  117,  146,  149 '  153,  157,

174,177,184,  185,195,292
Hamel in ,  Mr .  69
Hare l ,  Fr .  133
Hearn,  Sr .  135
Heqen,  Dr .  J .V.  311
Heien Fudd Foundation 362
Hendr icks,  Dr .  218
Henr i ,  Sr .  E.  2Bl
Hente le f f ,  Dr .  P.  349
Herauf, Sr. E. 293
Hermaniuk,  B ishop M.  292,363,375
Heroux,  Sr .  A.  345
Her tzoq.  Mr . .  P .S.S.  206
Heur t iS ize ,  Miss  M-A,  (See Sr .  Grand in)
Hickey,  Sr .  R.  363
Hicks.  Canon 109
High River  (See Calgary School )
H i lger ,  Sr .  I .  327
Hi I lcrest Home 344
Hi t le r ,  Mr .  A.  279
Hodoson.  Mr.  S,M.  345
Hol i  An6els  Convent  (See Chipewyan)
Ho 1y Cross Hospi ta l  156
Holv  Cross,  S is ter  o f  the 250
Holy  Farn i ly ,  S is ters  o f  220,221
Ho)y Names-of  Jesus & Mary,  S is ters  o f  the 103 '149,

173 ,244 ,286 ,322 ,356 ,357
Holy  Saviour ,  S is ters  o f  the 352
Honor ine,  Sr .  185
Hopcraft, Sr. A, 206
Hoipi ce iache 179, 181,203,206,226,228,253'267'280''  

281,284-286,307,308,310,313,314,317,323,330
Houston 353
Houtman,  Mrs,  115
Howel l ,  J .  I97
Hudson Bay Cornpany L,3,L3,27,30,40,45,74,75,119 'L23 '

157
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Hudson Bay Junction 284
Hudson,  Sr .  G.  94
,Hugonard ,  Fr .  136
Humphries, Mr. A. 325
Hungarians 216,281,31,1

- I -

Io loo l  i k  332,378
I ie - i -  la -Cro i i  (Cross  Lake)  232
I le -a - la -Crosse  (S t .  Joseph 's  Hosp i ta l )  40 ,46 ,52 ,66 ,

7  1 ,7  2 ,86 ,94 ,  104 ,  1  10 ,  1  14 ,  t20 ,124 ,125 ,135 ,  139 ,
t40 ,142,145 ,t69 ,185 ,194 ,225 ,226 ,230 ,263

I le  aux  Ang la is  139 ,145
I le  Dorva l  21  ,22
I le -des-Ch6nes '308
Imelda ,  Sr .  I .  (Sr .  Prokopowiez)  281
Ind jans  44 ,85 ,87 ,106 ,109 ,116 ,135 ,137 ,143 ,148 ,160 ,

180 ,196 ,22t ,232,247 ,254 ,260 ,261 ,3L6,325 ,343 ,362
I re land,  B ishop 1 ,97
Isabe l le ,  S r .  T .  331

'J -

Jamestown 106,  107 ,  116
Janson ,  Sr .  110  ,  113
JaDan 264
Jarbeau,  Sr .  G.  297,311 ,314,315,320,346
Jenn ings ,  B ishop E.Q.  291
Jesu i  ts 142,144 ,149 ,154 ,220 ,225 ,327
Jesus  and Mary ,  S is te rs  o f  315
Jette, Mrs. B. 182
Johnstone,  Dr .  D .  S .
Jordan,  B ishop A.
Jouan ,  F r .  ,  0 .M.  I .
Jub inv i  l  l e ,  B ishop
Jude, Sr. 231.
JU na ,  ) r ,  (5 r .  J .
Ju  I  iopo l  i s  2

201 ,312
357
185

l{.-1. 246

Mirau) 281

-K-

Keewatin 297
Kennedy, Mr. 90



a

403

Kenora (Rat Portage) 173,179,183,220,228,243,244,255
Kenora School  (St ,  Anto ine School )  179-181 ,201
King Edward Hospital 293
Kinsnen 309
Kip l ing ,  Mr .  & Mrs .  179
K i  t tson,  Mr .  48,49
Kiwanis  C lub 308,309
Knights  o f  Co lombus 309,313,317,329,350
Kol  lmeyer .  Sr ,  47
Krumpelman,  Fr .  C. l . l . ,  0 .S.8 .  267

.L-

La Broquerie Convent 208,267,317,328,355,365
La Jemnierais, C. Dufrost de (Dufrost) 196
La Vqrendrye 136,180,185,196,254,258
La Vl rendrye Hospi ta l  (For t  Frances)  263,348
La Verendrye Park 258,270,314,319
Label le ,  Sr .  R.  106,11
Laberoe.  Sr ,  R. -A,  252,287
Labouie ,  Fr .  T . ,  O. l4 .L '  242
Labreche,  Sr .  71,90,91
Labrosse,  Sr .  B.  252,310
Lac Athabaska 119,156
Lac des Deux Montaones 22
Lac du Djab le (See-St .  Michael )
Lac Erie 48
Lac La Biche ( Notre-Dame-des -V i cto i res , Nativite)

76,  87 ,94,  110,  113,  119,  138-  141 ,  146,  157 ,  184
Lac Ste-Anne 66,68,72,75,76,172,204
Lac St-Louis 41 , 268
Lacerte, Mr. A. 124
Lach ine 21 ,38,53
Lacombe,  Fr .  A . ,  0 .M. I .  52,134,135,159,193,202,204
Lacro ix ,  B ishop M.  331
Lacro ix ,  Sr .  M.-1,  255
Lacro ix ,  Sr .  V,  264
Laf  leche,  B ishop F.X.  23-25,29,30,39,40,46,49,50,61,

95,146,170,171,184
Lafond, Fr. 321
Lafrance,  Fr .  p .  s .  s .  20
Lafrance, Sr, 219
Laf rance,  Sr .  H.  l1  ,72,L7 ,22,23 .29 ,49 ,59 ,72 ,76 ,83 ,

85,86,92,118,  t20, t? l
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Laf r i ca in ,  S r .  I .  193
Lagarde, Sr. L24
Lagasse ,  -Mr .  G.  359
Lag imod iere ,  Miss  C.  68
Lagrave,  Sr .  E .  8 ,11 ,17-19,22-24,27-3 t ,36 ,38-45,49-

53 ,  59 ,  61 ,64 ,66-68 ,72 ,7  4 ,7  5 ,169 ,180 ,  257 ,  343
La jeunesse,  B jshop M.  297
La jemmera  i s ,  S r ,  106 ,  111  ,  117
La jo ie ,  S r .  196
Lake La Sel le 197
Lake of the Woods 180,357
La londe ,  M iss  M.  76
La londe,  Sr .  P .  309
La lumie re ,  S r .  135 ,137 ,145
Lamontagne, Fr. 254,255
Lanoureux 140
Lamoureux, Sr. 224
Lamy, Sr. 65,68,97,118,124
Lando I  t  ,  Mrs .  351
Landry ,  Sr .  M.  94
Lange l  ie r ,  Sr .  94
Langev in ,  B ishop  A .  159 ,169 ,171-173 ,176-178 , i81 -

183,  185 ,  193 ,  196 ,200 ,202 ,205 ,209 ,?16 ,243 ,  306
Lanoev i  n  Res idence 365
Lan idowne,  Marqu is  o f  (Gov.  Gen. )  141
Lapa l  i ce ,  Mrs .  4
Lap ier re ,  Sr .  233
Lapo in te ,  Sr .  86 ,95 ,96 ,104,  120,122,124,151
Laramee. Mr. 24
Lar i v i i i e ,  Mr .  A .  155
Laroche l le ,  F r .  0  331
Laronde. Mr. 25
Lar re ,  Mr .  R . -S . ,  P .S .S .  20 ,29
Lar t igue ,  B ishop  J . -J .  1 ,2 ,3 ,252
Lass isseraye ,  Sr .  65 ,151  ,155
La t re i l l e ,  Mr .  5 l
La t re i  I  le ,  Sr .  A .  331
LaurenceI  le ,  Mr ,  A .  365
Laurendeau,  Sr .  A .  193
Lauren t ,  S r .  F .  47 ,50 ,66 ,111 ,150 ,151 ,182 ,183 ,203 ,

229,264,355
Laurent Centre 355
Laur in ,  Sr .  L7 l
Lava l  lee .  Sr .  R .  332
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Laverd id re ,  Mr .  C.  179
Laverdure, Sr. A. 290
Lav igne ,  F r ,  155
Lavo 'ie , Dr. 233
Lavo je ,  F r .  269
Lavo ie ,  Sr .  J .  119,174,231 ,250
L9  F loch ,  F r . ,  0 .M.L  63 ,123
Lea,  Sr .  232
Leb lanc .  Sr ,  97
Lebre t  (See Qu 'Appe l le )
Lechasseur, Sr. 20L
Lecoq .  Mr .  C . ,  P .S .S .  185
Lecor re ,  Fr .  ,  0 .M. I .  I72
Leduc,  Fr . ,  0 .M. I .  137,155,204
Leduc,  Sr .  G.  320,330
Lefebvre ,  Miss  40
Lefebvre ,  Sr .  D .  349,361
Lega1,  B ishop E.  184,197
Lgga1,  Sr .  T .  315 ,331 ,353
Legeard ,  F r . ,  0 .M. I .  125
Leger ,  Card .  P . -E .  287,292,320
Lenay,  Sr .  119
Lemieux ,  B ishop  M.J .  292 ,294
Leo i  ne ,  Mr .  96
Lesper ince  (Sr .  C .  Ta lon  d i te  Youv i l le )  47 ,48 ,5J . ,

138,  140 ,  i46 ,  184
Lessard ,  Sr .  172
Lestang,  S .  40 ,41  ,147,175
Lestock ,  (Thunder  Mounta in ,  Touchwood H i l l s )  I73 ,

176 ,1 .77
Lestock, School 220,246,247
Lete l l ie r ,  Sr .  146,243
Lete l l ie r  332
Letendre, Domithi lde 157
Letourneau,  Sr ,  M.  364,365
Levesque,  B ishop L .  292
Lewis ,  F r .  ,  0 ,M.1 .  204
L imoges,  5 r .  M.  83 ,84 ,86 ,88
L icensed Prac t ica l  Nurses  Schoo l  266,280
L is ieux  Schoo l  31 ,5 ,327
L i t t le  F lower  Schoo l  (See Tot ten)
L i t t l e  S is te rs  Aux i l i a ry  153 ,159 ,281
L1oyd,  Mrs .  158,178
Loras ,  B ishop 5
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Lou isv i l l e  5
Lower Fort Garry 25
Luc ie .  S r .  257
Luss ie r ,  B ishop  L . -P .  292
Lyon 93

l t -

MacFar l  ane,  Mr .  119
MacKenz ie  104
MacKenz ie  R ive r  86 ,87 ,95 ,  119 ,  145
MacLean,  Mr .  C .G.  345 ,363 ,367 ,376
MacLeod 159
Magnan,  F r .  J . ,0 .M. I .  176 ,233
Mahoney, D. 137
Mai l l oux ,  S r .  E .  200
Maisonneuve,  Fr .  ,  203
Malche losse,  Sr .  159
Mal le t ,_Sr .  M.  39 ,46
Manizales 32L
Mann, Sr. M. 254,255,265,312
Marchand 317
Marchand,  Fr . ,  0 .M.L  137,142
Marchand,  Miss  M.  (Mar ie -Joseph ine ,  Sr . )  47 ,48
Marchessau l t .  Sr .  B .  289
Marcotte, Sr. 159
Marcoux. Sr. A. 260
Marguer i te -Mar ie ,  Sr .  138,196,232,244,247
Mar ie -des-Anges,  Sr .  135
Marie-du-Carme1, Sr. 255,256
Mar ie -du-Cruc i f i x ,  Sr .  135
Mar ie -Honor ine-de- la -Cro ix ,  Mother  185
Mar ie - Ida ,  Sr .  231
Mar ie -Joseph ine  (Marchand,  M. )  47 ,48
Mar ie -Xav ie r ,  Sr .  (See Sr .  Dunn)
Mar ion ,  Sr .  149 ,159 ,171
Marist Brothers 144
Mar leau ,  M.  -J .  315
Maroi s, Bishop 233
Mar te l ,  Sr .  F .  (Cosset te -Mar te l ,  5 r . )  146
Marty, Bishop J.44
Maskeqon 113
Maskegon,  Ch ie f  146
Masse,  Sr .  119
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Masson,  Dr .  D.  307
Masson,  Mrs.  88
Mathers, Mr, 197
Matheson,  Mr.  36,73
Math ieu,  B ishop E.  220,232,233
Maugras,  Sr .  (Fonta ine-Maugras,  Sr .  )  119,168,231
Maur ice ,  5r .  C.  208,311,328,330,346,347,357
Mayrand,  Fr .  7 ,25,30
Mayrand, Sr. E. 320
McCarthy,  Fr .  ,  0 .M.1.  l2 l
McCul  logh,  Sr .  97,104
McDonnel l ,  gov.  329
McDougaI I ,  Mr .  D.  64,90
McDougal l ,  Sr .  M. -J .  76,85,90,175 .
McEwen Bui ld ing (Psychiat r ic  Centre)  362
McEwen, Dr. S. 344
McGuigan, Card. 298
McKenty, Dr. 224
McKenzie,  Miss 65
Mclaugh l in ,  Mr .  111,116
McMi l  lan ,  Sr .  194
McMu11en,  Mother  E.  11 ,19,21 ,26,37,41 ,47,69-71,

84,  104,106,  108,173
McPherson,  Mr .  22
McQui l lan ,  Sr .  185
McTav jsh,  Mr .  & Mrs .  74,94
Mei  I  leur ,  Sr .  75,91
Melanson, Bi shop 248
Menard, Sr. B. 260
Mercy,  S is ters  o f  (Miser icord ia  Sis ters)  181 ,194,205,

227 ,23L
Mess ier .  Miss  S.  40
Mess ier .  Fr .  169
Mest re ,  Fr . ,  0 .M. I .  66,73
Met  i  s  29,  30,  44,  50,  51,  68-70,  87,  90,  91,  137,  I  40-142 '155,

247
Mexico 32L
Miche l -des-Sain ts ,  Sr .  86,90,104
Michon,  Sr .  86
Minet t i ,  B ishop 133
Minneapol is  School  150,181 ,197
Mirau,  Sr .  J .  (Sr .  Ju l ia )  281
Miss iss jpp i  48
Miyo-Nip iy  (Bel  le feu i  I  le ,  Suzanne)  37
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Moe I  le r ,  M iss  306
Molgat ,  Senator  G.  345
Monahan,  B ishop J .P .  262,283
Monchamp, Sr. J. 328
Mongra in ,  Sr .  139
Monn in ,  Mr .  A .  312 ,353
Mont Rigaud 22
Montagna is  140,194
Montgo l f i e r ,  Mr .  E . ,  P .S .S .  9 ,296
Montmarouet 22
Mont rea i  2 ,23 ,41 ,137 ,138 .158 ,174 ,176 ,180 ,181 ,199 ,

205, 215, 216, 278, 220, 222, 248, 249, 252, 341, 357
Moqu in ,  Fr .  A .  293
Morand, Sr. J. 255
Moreau.  Sr .  47
Mor in ,  F r . ,  p .s .s .  20 ,  74
Murphy ,  Sr .  M.  267
Mumay, Bishop G. 269

t { -

Nadeau,  Sr .  C ,  226
Namao 140
Nata l ie .  S r .  262
Nat iv i te  (See Lac  La  B iche)
Nau I  t ,  Mr .  41
Nau l t ,  Sr .  M.  233
Nebraska,  Miss  A,  7 t
Nebraska ,  Sr .  J .  113 ,139 ,146 ,171 ,328
Nercam,  F r .  A . ,  P .S .S .  97
Neunann. Sr. H, 281 ,326
Neveu, Mr. R. 249
Newfound land 85
Nico le t  5 ,1 ,59 ,298,299
Nico l  son ,  Mr .  317
Ninette 286
Noi; l  Ritchot School 359
Noiseux ,  Sr .  E .  310
No l in ,  M iss  4
No l in ,  S r .  114
Normandeau, Sr. A. 322,328
Normant ,  F r .  1 . ,  P .S .S .  29 ,296
llorr ie, Mr. l , | ,  363
North West Company 3,44
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Notre- Dame-de- Lourdes 185, 358
Notre- Dame-des -V i cto i res (See Lac La Biche)
Notre-Dame de Sion, Mothers 194

0-

0 'Br ien,  Sr .  84,118,124
0r  Donoghue,  Mr.  96
0 'Nei1 ,  l ' , l i l l iam 21 '9 ,294
0 'Su l l i van,  Mr .  J .  347,348,360
Oakview Home 344
0blate Sisters of the Sacred Heart and of Mary-
Immaculate 177, 193,194,232,247,254,293,322,357
0blates of  Mary Immaculate,  Miss ionar ies 38,46,72,

7 4, r42,149,  152,154,17 4,17 6,196,201,229,230,
236,3L5,327 ,344

01iv ier ,  Sr .  208
0ntar io  95,143,152,170,  180,197,243
0ttawa 17,42,60
0uimet ,  Sr .  40,45
Our Lady of Hope 117
Our Lady of Lourdes 150
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 104
0wens,  Sr .  178

,P-

Page , - Sr. 180 ,204 ,2IB ,221 ,223 ,227
Pai  1 lg ,  B ishop 198,199
Pai  I  le .  M.A.  l2 l
Paneck.  Fr .  L .  2Bl
Panet ,  B ishop 2,281
Pangman, Mr. 345
Panico,  B ishop P,  311
Papi neau, Bishop 248
Parg, Mr. T. 124,185,307
Pare, Sr. 207
Parent ,  Sr .  E .  118,122,168,178,331
Paris 245,26I
Par i  s  ien,  A.  185
Pascai ,  B ishop A.  L56,159,170,224
Pasqua Hospi ta l ,  Regina 348
Pastoral Education Centre 353
Patronage d 'Youvi  I  Ie  172
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Pawley ,  Mr .  H . . -3Q3
Paye,  Miss  E.  (Emerance,  Sr .  )  47  ,48
Pearl Harbor 279
Pe l land ,  Fami  l y  77
Pe l le t ie r ,  S r .  C .  326
Pe11y  Bay  331 ,349 ,378
Pembina  41  ,49 ,70 ,73
Pgp in ,  S r .  59 ,61 ,68 ,69 ,71
Pep in ,  S r .  A .  315
P9p jn ,  S r .  I .  354
Pereard ,  B r ,  0 .M. I .  63
Peru 321
Per r ie r ,  B ishop P.  269,270
Per r in ,  Sr .  46
Pet ropo l i s  322
Phaneuf, Sr. 181 ,L82,198,200,207
Phe lan ,  Sr .  42
Ph i  lade lph ia  289
Pich! ,  r i .  J . ,  p .s .s .  321
Piche,  B ishop P.  316
Piche, Mother A. 207,215,218,219,222,229,245,247-

249,252,307
Picod,  Fr .  J . ,  p r ies t  319
Picquet ,  Br .  0 .M.L 142
Pigeon,  Mr .  J .  48
Pi lon,  Sr .  46
Pinsonneau I  t ,  Sr ,  21
Pius VI 258
Pius IX 90
Pius X 2L5
Pius XI 246,260
Pius XI I  315
P l  anrondon,  Fr . ,  pr iest  13
Pleasant  Hi l l  200
Pless is ,  B ishop J . -0 .  ! ,2 ,4
Plumey,  B ishop Y.  320
Pocock,  -Card.  ! .F .  292,298,31.3,318
Po i nte-a-Ca 1 I i  6res 6 ,26 ,65',226',296
Pointe-au-Chene 123
Poi r ie r ,  5 r .  B ,  347,351 ,354,360,362
Pol iqu in ,  Sr .  208
Pol ish 197 ,216,262,281
Pope John XXI I I  316,323
Pope John Paul  I I  354,367,375,378
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PoDe Paul VI 358
Por l  ie r ,  Fr ,  p .s .s .  20
Por taoe la  Pra i r ie  287,309
Precreux-5ang,5r .  rvo
Prec ious B1ood,  S is ters  o f  the 2Bg
Pregnancy D i stress 349
Prendergast, Dr, J. 266
Preston,  Mr .  136
Prevost, Sr. Y. 266,280,346
Pr  ice ,  Mr ,  135
Pr jmeau,  B ishop L.  265,267,3I2
Pr imeau,  Sr .  146,266
Pr ince Alber t  159,197,224,269,29L
Pr ince,  Helo ise Lz l
Prokopowiez,  Sr .  I .  (Sr .  Ine lda)  28L
Provencal ,  Fr .  13
Provencher, Academy (School) 144,L51,169,170'224
Provencher ,  B ishop J . -N.  l -7 ,9 ,12,13,18-20,23,25,

27 ,28 ,30 ,3L,  36 ,  38,  39-45,  50,  53,  74,  151 ,  168,197 ,
203 ,221 ,248 ,252,269 ,270 ,29r ,292 ,3lt ,329 ,343

Provencher. Sr. 207
Providence L04,120,122,145
Prov idence,  S is ters  o f  19,244,258
Prud 'homrne,  B ishop J ,H.  224,250
Prud 'homme, Mr.  J .  I79
Prud '  honme,  Sr .  F .  B
Pu I  vermacher ,  Sr .  P.  208,308

-a-
Qu'Appel  le  (Lebret )  135-137,  141,  143,  145,  150,  151,  156,

17 0 ,  17 t ,  I  76 ,  181,  194,  202,  218,  220,  27 0 ,  281, ,  316,
348

Quqgl ia ,  Mr .  L .  342
Quebec 17,46,60,95,202,207,246

-R-

Raby,  Miss  J .  65
Rac ico t ,  B ishop L7 l
Rainy Crest Home 364
Rainy River 796,254
Ramsay,  B ishop 198
Rank in  In le t  350 ,378
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Rapet*  Fr .  ,  0 .M. I .  142
Raphae l-de- la-Providence, Mother 208
Ravoux,  Fr . ,0 ,M. I .  48
Raymond, Mrs. }{. 266
Redemptorist Fathers 289
Re g i na 1 98, 200, 202, 204, 218, 220, 223, 230, 232, 233, 244,

256 ,262 ,283 ,286-288 , 312, 348
Reg i na Hosp i ta 1 201 , 313
Reid,  Sr .  1 .23,124
Repu 1 se Bay 331 , 378
Research Foundat ion (Centre)  345,362,363,366,367,376
Resoiu t ion Convent '186
Rheaume, Bishop 245'
Richard,  Mr .  284
Richard,  Sr .  C.  362
Richard, Sr. M. 284,330,332
Rie l ,  L .  29,68,73,75,137
Rie1,  1 . ,  j r .  64,91 ,96,126,142,195,243,31s
Rie l ,  Mrs .  L .  145
Rie l ,  Sr .  S .  (Sr .  Marguer i te -Mar ie)  85,89,90,92,94,

124 ,126 ,138 ,196 ,232,244 ,247
Riordan,  Miss 182
Rioux,  Sr .  C.  315,323
Ri tchot ,  B ishop N.  136,142,195,315
Ri tchot ,  Sr .  L .  279,315
Ri tchot ,  Sr .  R. -A.  315
Rober ts ,  Mi  ss  A.  l7B
Robidoux,  B ishop 0.  315,331 ,350
Robl in ,  Mr .  D.  205,308
Rocan,  Mr.  E.  155
Rocan, Sr. G. 299,326,353
Roche,  Sr .  71 ,76
Rodier ,  C.S.  2 l
Rogaton (See St-Vj ta l  )
Rome 2,3 ,76,84,86,90,91,117,133,143,145,182, t57,

176,215,252,268,  287,  316,  358,362,377
Roosevel t ,  Pres.  279
Roseau Reserve 330,332
Rousseau,  Fr .  P . ,  p .s .s .  147
Rousse lo t ,  Fr . ,  p .  s .  s .  65
Rouss in .  Sr ,  172
Routh ier ,  Sr .  256
Routh ier ,  B ishop H,  292
Roy,  B ishop R.  357-359
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Roy,  Card,  M.  292
Royal, Mr. 96,123
Royal ,  Sr .  65,123,153,159,169,184,203,204,208
Russel L82
Russ i  a  262
Ryan,  B ishop 307

-s-

Sabour in ,  Sr .  L .  354
Sacred Hear t ,  S is te rs  o f  the  5
Sa lasse .  Bro .  63
Sa lo ie ,  S r .  226
Samson, Sr. l I8,L22
San Franc isco  174
Sanders ,  Sr .  172
Sandy Bay 196
Santa  Luc ia  Is land 329
Sao Paulo 32L
Sara Riel Centre 352
Saskatchewan 135,  138,  176,198,201,232,284,286,3 f5
Saskatoon (St. Paul Hospital) 798-200,224,232'291
Sau l t  S t .  Lou is  25 ,182,221
SauIteux 29,43,51,87,IL3,t79,196,243,254,255
Sauve,  M,  94
Sauve,  Mrs .  J .  375,378
Savo ie ,  Sr .  A .  255,322,323
Schef fe r ,  F r .  Ph i l ippe  270
Schmid t ,  L .  64
Schmid t .  Sr .  315
Schreyer, Hon, E. 345
Schumisk i ,  F r .  281
Se lk i rk  114 ,151 ,255
Se lk i rk ,  Lo rd  1 ,3
Senay,  5 r .  97 , t45
Shanessy, Sr. 1,37
Shan ley ,  B ishop 157
Schu l tz ,  L ieu t -gov .  144,172
S icard ,  S r .  140 ,141
Siebena l  le r ,  Sr .  23L
S ignay ,  B ishop  J .  13 ,30
Sigurson Is land 261
5 inon ,  F r , ,  0 .F .M.  326
Simpson,  Gov. -Gen.  3 , I3 ,20 ,21 ,23 ,25 ,53
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Sinc la i r ,  Mr ,  45
Sinc la i r ,  Dr .  A .C.  311
Sinnot t ,  B ishop 246,257,259,325
Sioux B,  29,  49,  51,69,  76,84,  105-110,  113,  116,  117,  134,

135,139,143,  227,327
Slave Fa l  ls  25
Slocombe,  Sr .  J .  11,47,76,83,84,86,88,89,91-94,96,

97,  105,  106,  r r7 , r22,146,r84
Smeu 1ders,  B ishop H.  133
5mi th,  Dr .  259
Sobiensk i ,  Sr .  75,118
Soul1 ier ,  Fr . ,  0 .M. i .  168,171
Southesk,  Count  67
Speeman,  Fr .  l . l ,  306,307,309
Spence Bay 349,378
Spence Residence 349
Spencer ,  Mrs,  181
Ste. Agathe 287
St .  A lber t  76,  94,  95,  110,  119,  120,  135,  137,  140,  145,  150,

152,  154,  756,  1  57,  1  59,  I  71,  t7  2 ,77 7,204,215,252
St-Alexandre,  Sr .  t76
St-Al f red,  Sr .  156,230,23L,251
St-Amant ,  Mrs.  B.  307-309,313
St-Amant, Gerard 309
St .  Anant  Ward & Centre 307,309,313,314,317,347,358
St. Andre, Sisters of (See D'aughiers' of ihe 

'Cross)

Ste-Anne, Sr. 122
Ste-Anne-de-Be I levue 22
Ste-Anne-  des -  Ch6nes (Convent ,  V i  l  iage)  124,145,170,

173,178,781,222,230,234,248,265,267,289,
295,296,3r7 ,326

St .  Anto ine School  (See Kenora School )
St-Antonin, Sr. 298,307
St-Arnaud,  Sr .  135,137
Ste, Bernadette Residence (l ' l indsor Park) 348
St .  Boni face 26-40,46,59,110,113,118,136-139,145,

159,  1  73,  1  75-  I  7  7 ,  t7  9 , t83, I84,  196,L97,202,203,
205-208 ,2L6 ,220-223 ,233 ,263 ,284 ,285 , 329-333,
347 ,352-357

St. Bonif ace Coi lege 123,155,158,225,327,346,353,358
St. Boniface, Foyer 351 ,352
St .  Boni face His tor ica l  Soc iety  266,357,359
St .  Boni face Hospi ta l  93,94,108,111,143,172,203,220,

223 ,224 ,227 , 259 ,265 ,268 ,279 ,28t ,285 ,286 ,288,
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291 ,297 ,311 ,314 ,322,323 ,341 ,344 ,347 ,349 ,376
Boniface Indian School L54-170,179,196
Boniface Orphanage II3,225
Bon i f  ace San'ator i  um 245,247,260,281,285,286'287,

311,312,3r7,  32r ,346
Boni face  Schoo l  o f  Nurs ing  178,181 ,222,233,279 '

280,29L,295
St-Char les,  Sr ,  135
St .  Cloud 69
Ste.  Cro ix  Hospi ta l  (See CalgarY)
Ste-Cro ix ,  Mother  F.  252,284,285,288,290,298,308,
314,320
St-Cyr ,  Sr .  201
St-D6si thee,  Sr .  172,200
5 t - L l l S e e , 5 r .  t 5 J
Ste-Elod ie,  Sr .  221
Ste-Erni f ienne, Sr. 242,246,250,252,263,293
Ste-Euqenie,  Sr .  307
Ste-Euihenrie, Sr. 260
St .  FrhnEois-Xavier  (Whi tehorse Pla in)  49-51 ' ,59 '62,

72-,110 ,t17 ,170 ,173 ,218,255 ,265 ,268,279 ,289 ,327
Ste.  Genevidve Par i  sh 308
Ste-Genevieve,  Sr .  135,136,174
St .  Hyac in the 11,41,47,60,84,263,316
St-Jean-Baptiste School 159,292,357
St-Jean-Babt is te ,  Sr .  218
St-Joach im,  Sr .208
St, Joan of Arc 32L
St-Joseph of Arimathie, Sr. 221'
5t. Joseph's 0rphanage I83,195,201 ,220,225
St .  JoseDh,  S is ters  o f  5 ,106,194,220,244
St-Joseph,  Sr .  (Sr .  Cout lee)  l1  ,12,17,18,20,22,23,

25 , 29 , 36 , 40 , 50 , 59 ,84 ,85 , 92 , 1 15 ,r18 ,r20 ,122 ,
147-r50,r70,175

St-Leon,  Sr .  172
St-Louis ,  Mother  B.  314,320
St .  Lou is  V i l la  299
Ste-Lucie, Sr. L80,243,270,280
St-Marc,  Sr .  155
St. Margaret School (Fort Frances) 254
Ste-Mar ie ,  Sr .  62,68,299
St .  Mar tha,  S is ters  o f  153
St .  Mary 's  School  (St .  Mary 's  Academy) 92 '703
Ste-Mathilde, Sr. 288,296,307
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Ste-Mecht i  lde,  Sr .  169
St .  Michael  (Devi1 's  Lake,  Lac du Diab le)  105,232
St-Michel ,  Sr .  94
St-Nazai re ,  Sr .  226
St .  Norber t  (Sa le  R iver )  30,31 ,66,68,70,72,90-92,

110,  1  17,  145,  170,  173,  181,  195,  202,221,23?,257,
27 9,285,287,289,299,315,327,343

St. Norbert Lodge 350
St .  Paul ,  A lber ta  290,331
st .  Pau l ,  Minnesota  45,48,63,65,69,88,105,106,197
St-Pier re,  Sr .  135
St-P1acide,  Sr .  97 ,144,1,59,177 ,207
St ,  Roch Hospi ta l  181,182,196,203,206,220,227,265,

366
St-Roch,  Sr .  150
Ste-Rose-du-Lac Hospital 257,259,266,280,287,313,325
St-Stgn is las ,  Sr .  97
St-Theophi 1e, Sr. 307
St .  Theresa Hosoi ta l  330
Ste-Therese, Sr. 62,68,112,117,184,203,299
St-Thomas,  Sr .  150
St-Vincent  70
St .  V i ta l  (Rogaton)  71-73,75,1L7, I23,142,178
St .  V i ta l  Hospi ta l  242,321
St .  V i ta I  SchooI  LL l ,122,145
St-Yves,  Sr .  J .  354
Stambaugh,  Mrs,  181
Stang,  J .C.  313
Staub,  Fr .  C.  209
Stevenson 343
Ste$,art, Dr. 199
Stubinger ,  Sr .  158
Suffa, Fr. 201 ,220
Sulp ic ians 9,20,63,65,147,173,174,248,249,253,283,

295,32L
Sut t  le .  Miss  181
Swetch ine, Mrs. 281
Swi tzer land 262
Sylvest re ,  Mrs.  V.  366
Szumski ,  Fr .  281

Tache Academy,

-T-

Tache Centre, Tache Hosp i ta l ,
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0rphanage,  Board ing School  114,206,264,3I2,
_  344-346,  350,352,355,365

Tache,  B ishop A.  38-40,46,49,52,59-75,84-96,103,
109,  112 ,  117 ,  118,  120-  125 ,  133-  160,  168,  169 ,  175 ,

- t7B,179 ,rB4 ,197 ,198,203 ,208 ,226 ,249 ,253 ,263
Tache.  Miss A.  144
Tach6,  Miss B.  144
Tache.  Mr.  J .C.  168
Tache.  Mrs.  88
Tard j f ,  Sr .  C.  362
Tasse,  Sr .  150
Tei l le t ,  Mr .  R.  297
Tekakwi tha,  B lessed K.  362
Teresa, Mother 363,364
Terrebonne 88
Tess ier ,  Fr ,  A.  264
Tetreau lt. Sr. 221
T6treaul t ,  Sr .  G.  313
Theoret, Fr. 259,325
Ther iau l t ,  Sr .  46
Thibau l t ,  Fr .  J .  7  ,77 ,90
Thibaul t ,  L .  94, lLz
Th ibau l t ,  Mr .  75
Thi f fau l t ,  Sr .  135,136
Thi l le ,  Sr .  M.  353,362
Thomas,  Miss 113
Thor imber t ,  Mr .  A.  359
Thundav Bav 291
Thundei  Mounta in  (Touchwood Hi l ls ,  Lestock)  L73,

176,177
Thuot ,  Sr .  11
Tisseur ,  5r .  M.  76,146
Tissot ,  Fr . ,  0 .M.L 203
Tobin,  Sr .  137
Todd,  Dr .  185
Toledo 118,153
Tot ten School  (L i t t le  F lower  School ,  For t  Tot ten)

105-  107,109,  110,  114,  116,  117,  139,  144,  150-
t53,227 ,230 ,234,247 ,250,279

Touchwood Hi l ls  (Lestock,  Thunder  Mounta in)  173,
t76,177

Tougas,  Sr .  C.  328
Tougas,  Sr .  M.-R.  266,324
Toupin ,  Fr .  J , ,  p .s .s .  20
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Toupjn-Dussaul t ,  Miss A.  62
Tourangeau,  M,  65
Toutes-Aides 349
Transcona 308,313
Trappis t ,  Fr .  361
Troce l l ie r ,  B ishop J .  316
Tro is-Riv i6res 2 '
Trott ier, Sr. A. 265,268,270,279,283
Trot t ier -de-Beaubien,  Mother  D.(See Beaubien,  Sr .  D. )
Trude l le ,  Dr .  J . -8 ,  312
Trudeau ,  Sr .  119
Tuks iar t i t  332
Turcot te ,  Sr .  L .  331
Turenne, Sr. 290
Turgeon,  B ishop P. -F .  L7
Turquet i  1  Ha11 330

.u-

l Jn i ted Sta tes  95,105,108,113-115,153,177,219,234,
264,279,307 ,322

-v-

Vachon,  Fr .  199,200
Vachon,  Sr ,  E.  315
Vachon,  Sr .  T.  326,351
Valade,  Sr .  E.  279,307,314
Valade,  Sr .  M. -1 .  10,11 ,17,23-25,28,31 ,36,38-52,59-

7 5,  r21,  r59,  17 6,  203,  229,  27 0,  329
Valade Vi tae Serv ice 351
Valent ine,  Rev.  B.  347
Vancouver 312
Vandenberghe,  Fr ,  84,85
Vanute l l i ,  Card.  V.  205,243
Vei l leux,  Sr .  R.  330,362
Verdier, Card. J, 245,249,267
Vic tor ia ,  Queen 201
Vietnamese 355
Vil leneuve, Card. J.-M. 244-246,252
Vincent ,  Sr .  R.  171,312
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Wagner , Sr. C . 2Ol ,222 ,31,2
l {ard,  Sr .  86,120,157,158,183,215
}{ashington 135
Heber, Captain 90
Heekes,  Sr .  185,194
t.|erhle, Mr. E. 353
Herier, Val 308
Whale Cove 37
| ' |h i te  Horse Pla ins (See St .  FranEois-Xavier )
l{ ight, Mrs. 197
l l i l l iam,  Miss  181
l { i l louohbv.  Dr .  200
l' l indsoi pi ik Residence (Ste. Bernadette) 348
l ' l inn ipeg (For t  Gary)  26,63,89,103,110,158,170.182,

183,  I  95.  1  97,  199,202,248,  250,286,  287,  295,315,
357

li innipeg Tribune 308
Hi thman,  Sr .  M.  38,39,42,105
Wol fe ,  Mr .  M.B.  346
lfo I se 1ey 9l
Woodridge School 328
llr i g 1ey Steamboat L57

Y-

Yel1e, Bishop E. 248,249,253,256,257,263,283
Youvi  I  le  Cl  in ic  366
Youvi l  le  Farn,  Home,  Hospi ta l ,  Hospice,  V i l la  207,

209,326
Youvi I le Foundation 352
Youvi l le  Hospi ta l  for  ep i lept ics  308,309
Yukon L78

-z-

Zai ra 355
Zieg ler ,  Sr .  zBL
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