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CHOOSING THE t lFE WITHIN:191 4  -  1989

" l  want  to te l l  you something.  There 's  people that  have known me al l  my l i fe  who
never gave me the love or care that I have received from these peoole here."

The speaker is  Sedan,  teenaged s ingle mother  of  a s ix-month-o ld daughter  T iara.
"These people"  are the Miser icord ia Sisters and lay staf f  o f  Rosal ie  Hal l ,  a  communi ty
and res ident ia l  support  centre for  s ingle women dur ing and af ter  pregnancy,  s i tuated
on Lawrence Avenue East  in  Scarborough,  Ontar io.

sedan f i rs t  came to Rosal ie  Hal l  in  Ju ly  1988,  when she was 18.  lso lated f rom her
mother since I 5, but determined not to abort the child she was carrying, Sedan talked
to Sr .  Th6rdse Bonnevi l le ,  Rosal ie  Hal l 's  execut ive d i rector .  At  last  she found someone
who valued her  as a unique human person and v iewed her  expected baby in  the same
way .

Resid ing at  Rosal ie  Hal l  dur ing the prenata l  months,  Sedan was able to take Grade 12
mathemat ics,  b io logy,  and typ ing taught  by qual i f ied teachers suppl ied by the
Scarborough Board of Education and the Metropolitan Separate School Board of
Toronto,  and coordinated by Sr .  Frangoise Bonenfant .  she a lso learned somer
ceramics,  music,  and sewing,  as wel l  as the needed l i fe  sk i l ls  of  budget ing,  in fant  care,
and meal-making.

" l  just  learned so much,  I  can ' t  begin to te l l  you,"  was the way Sedan summed up her
Rosal ie  Hal l  days.  She has now decided to work for  a year ,  leaving Tiara in  the dai ly
care of  an o lder  woman who l ives in  the same Metro Housing apartment  bui ld ing.
Having f i l led in  as Rosal ie  Hal l 's  te lephone recept ionis t  whi le  she was a res ident ,  she
now works as a fu l l - t ime recept ionis t .

I t  would be tempt ing to say that  sedan is  typ ical  of  the young g i r ls  and women who
come to Rosal ie  Hal l ,  but  i t  would be wrong.  For  in  the 75 years dur ing which the
Miser icord ia Sisters have been serv ing s ingle pregnant  g i r ls  and women, none has ever
been label led as " typ ical . "  Each c l ient  has been perceived to have herown oersonal
g i f ts  and needs,  and too of ten she has been abandoned by her  parents and communi ty ,
as wel l  as by the father  of  the chi ld  she is  carry ing.

It was the spirit of "compassion of the heart to the most abandoned" (clerelictis
miser icord id that  inspi red the founding of  the Miser icord ia Sisters in  1848 in
Montreal. The order was started by Mme Rosalie cadron Jett6, a widowed mother of
11 chi ldren,  at  the request  of  Archbishop lgnace Bourget  of  Montreal .  wi th seven
companions,  she undertook the care of  unmarr ied mothers and thei r  ch i ldren,  and by
the beginning of  the twent ieth century,  the work of  the Miser icord ia Sisters was wel l -
known, not  only  in  Montreal ,  but  a lso Ot tawa,  Winnipeg,  Edmonton,  New york,
Mi lwaukee,  and e lsewnere.
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THE BECINNINGS: BOND STREET (1914 - '1920)

I t  was  qu i t e  na tu ra l  t ha t  i n  1914 ,  A rchb i shop  Ne i l  McNe i l ,  new ly  appo in ted  as

archbishop of  Toronto,  would th ink of  the Miser icord ia Sisters when the Ontar io

government  author i t ies cr i t ic ized the lack of  su i table matern i ty  and infant  care for

unmarr ied Cathol ic  women in the province '

, ,1  th ink the best  way is  to  induce another  order  of  s is ters to come to Toronto and found

a new matern i ty  hospi ta l  and a new St .  Vincent 's  Home for  in fants,"  wrote Archbishop

McNei l  in  a c i rcu lar  le t ter  dated January 20,  1g14,  which he sent  to  a number of  the

ci ty 's  most  prominent  Cathol ics.

The let ter  pointed out  a lso that  the Sisters of  St .  Joseph,  who were st ruggl ing to manage

thei r  current  " in fant  asy lum,"  needed the quarters for  thei r  House of  Providence'  The

archbishop asked for  p ledged contr ibut ions for  f ive years to s tar t  a  new home and

hoso i t a l .

, ,1  have found an order  ready and wi l l ing to undertake the task,"  repor ted the

archbishop in h is  usual  opt imist ic  tone'

I t  was,  however,  wi th considerable re luctance that  the order  he was referr ing Io,  Ies

soeurs de Mis6ricorde,consented to come to Toronto. writ ing to Archbishop McNeil

on october 3,  1914,  the super ior-general  Mother  s t  Hi la i re s t ressed:  "NorJS ne

pouvons rien faire pour cette maison, sauf de donner des soeurs avec leur petit

trousseau. Vous nous avez dit qu'elles pouvaient compter sur la g6ndrosit6 des

citoyens cle Toronto et sur le Secours du Couvernement." (We can do nothing for this

horr"  e* .ept  to  send some s is ters wi th thei r  smal l  personal  belongings.  You have to ld

us that  they can count  on the generosi ty  of  the c i t izens of  Toronto and on help f rom

the government . )

Nonetheless,  wi th courage and convict ion,  on October 20,1914'  Sr '  M'  du St  Coeur

de Marie, Sr. St Luc, and lr. Ste Mathilde , "les petites fondatrices de Toronto," as they

cal led themselves,  arr ived in  Toronto f rom Montreal  and took up res idence in the

former St .  lgnat ius Academy at  81 Bond Street .  Judging the bui ld ing to be unclean by

thei r  s tandards,  they prorpt ly  went  to the corner  Srocer  and bought  two brushes and

six cakes of  soap,  and f i rs t  gave thei r  new home a good scrubbing.  Then they unpacked

the s ix  cots,  1 2 chai rs ,  and two tables which they had ordered f rom the Robert  Simpson

Company.

AtArchbishop McNei l 's  request ,  the s is ters renamed the bui ld ing St '  Mary 's  ln fants '

Home and converted the former classrooms into a cr6che. Soon they were well into

the i rwo rko f "g i v i ngp rena ta landpos tna ta l ca re tounmar r i edCa tho l i cg i r l sand the i r
infants,,, although the records show that from the start st. Mary's also cared for some

gir ls  of  other  re l ig ious af f i l ia t ions.  Stat is t ics f rom the ear l iest  years are scarce,  but  a

oat ient  l is t  for  19, l9  shows the names of  72 g i r ls  and women, ranging in  age f rom 1 3

io 29. Exactly half of them gave Toronto as their place of residence.

Under an agreement  wi th the archdiocese,  each s is ter  was ent i t led to a salary of  $250

a year ,  an L inusual  arrangement at  that  t ime.  In addi t ion,  the chancery would furn ish

a sum of  $ 1 0,000 towardih"  br i td lng of  a hospi ta l ,  as wel l  as cover  any def ic i t  incurred

in the meant ime.
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Promises of  f inancia l  support  notwi thstanding,  i t  would appear that  money out lays
were a constant worry for the Misericordia Sisters of Toronto in the first years. ln one
let ter  of  October 3,1915,  Sr .  M du St  Coeur de Mar ie beseeched Archbishop McNei l
to  pay the balance of  a b i l l  for  $1050,  as the nuns could scrape together  only  $250.

When the Miser icord ia Sisters f i rs t  arr ived in  Toronto,  they could not  have been
surpr ised to encounter  the b i t ter  pre judices of  the t ime against  the young g i r l  or  woman
who "got  in  t rouble."  The st igma was so great  that  of ten the fact  of  the coming b i r th
of  an i l leg i t imate chi ld  had to be kept  secret ,  even f rom the g i r l 's  own parents,  perhaps
especia l ly  f rom her  parents.  A le t ter  f rom a younB woman who had g iven b i r th  to a son
at  St .  Mary 's  in  1917 h ighl ights her  p l ight :  "Even i f  I  d id marry -  which is  a l together
unl ike ly  -  |  could not  marry a man too poor to educate and care for  Nei l  .  .  . " ln  order
to be accepted by the townsfolk of her Northern Ontario community, she had been
obl iged to fabr icate the story that  she was a widow whose husband had d ied in  the
1 9. lB f lu  epidemic.  Wi th great  admirat ion for  the good archbishop,  she had named her
son Alber t  Nei l  McNei l .  l t  is  not  recorded whether  anyone ever  to ld Archbishop
McNe i l  o f  t h i s  honou r !

Even some members of the clergy, determined to protect the sanctity of marriage at
all costs, regarded the unmarried pregnant woman as an outcast. In a 1922 Social
Wel fare Survey of  the Archdiocese of  Toronto,  wh ich then compr ised about  1 00,000
Cathol ics,  the invest igators deplored the common at t i tude that  a chi ld  born to an
unmarr ied mother  was a mat ter  of  great  shame. In v is i t ing the pastors of  the Niagara
Peninsula,  for  example,  one researcher found that  a l l  the cases in  that  area were sent
outs ide Canada to Father  Baker 's  Home in Lackawanna,  New York,  and the babies le f t
there.  Speaking of  ind iv idual  cases,  f ive pastors had said,  "The baby d ied,  thank God."

Happi ly ,  not  a l l  Cathol ics were so narrow-minded.  One great  supporter  of  the
Miser icord ia Sisters and St .  Mary 's  Infants '  Home was Fr .  Patr ick Bench,  the energet ic
first executive director of Catholic Charit ies, who worked out of an office at 67 Bond,
just down the street from the sisters. lt was Fr. Bench who in 1918 encouraged the Early supporters
par ish confratern i t ies of  Chr is t ian Mothers to form a federat ion,  and then persuaded

thefederat ion,  underthe leadership of  Mrs.  Ambrose Smal l ,  to  devote i ts  considerable
energies to assis t ing St .  Mary 's .  By February 1919,  Mrs.  Smal l  was able to g ive the
sis ters a cheoue for  $1416 f rom the Chr is t ian Mothers.

THE MIDDLE DTCADES: IARVIS STREET (1920 -  1956)

Fol lowing Wor ld War l ,  the numbers of  pregnant  unmarr ied g i r ls  and abandoned
babies increased,  and the s is ters were compel led to re- locate to larger  accommoda-
t ions.  ln  the spr ing of  1920,  they purchased two magni f icent  propert ies at  550 and 556

Jarv is  Street ,  then owned by the Watk ins and Somerv i l le  fami l ies,  respect ive ly .  They
had once belonged to members of  the Massey fami ly ,  in  the Victor ian era when Jarv is
Street  was a most  fashionable address.

Standing on each property  was a commodious red br ick res idence.  The house at  the
corner  of  Jarv is  and lsabel la  (no.  550)  became St .  Mary 's  Hospi ta l ,  and no.  556 to the
north was made St .  Mary 's  Infants '  Home. At  the t ime,  the hospi ta l  had a nurs ing staf f
of  n ine s is ters,  wi th a hospi ta l  capaci ty  of  25 beds.  The home had room for  50 babies.
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To help wi th layet tes and other  pract ica l  needs,  the St .  Mary 's  Home Auxi l iary was

star ted in  1921 by Mrs.  John Devl in  of  Rose Avenue,  Toronto.  Paying t r ibute some 30

years la ter  to  both th is  auxi l iary and to the Chr is t ian Mothers,  Sr .  St  Elphege wrote in
. l  
941 :  "Wi thout  thei r  va luable help,  St .  Mary 's  at  one t ime might  not  have been able

to carry on."

Among other devoted supporters, Sr. St Elphege also had high praise for the doctors,

both obstet r ic ians and pediat r ic ians,  who saw that  thei r  pat ients at  St .  Mary 's  got  the

best  of  care,  usual lv  wi th no considerat ion of  a fee.  The doctors are too numerous to

l is t ,  but  a specia l  acknowledgement must  go to Dr.  R.  W. Boyden,  who cont inued for

many years unt i l  he jo ined the Royal  Canadian Army Medical  Corps at  the star t  o f

Wor ld  War  l l .  He  was  then  succeeded  by  D r . J . J .Hu r l ey ,  and  s ince  1956  Dr '  P .  D .

McCarry has served as chief  obstet r ic ian and gynecologist .

I t  should be made c lear  that ,  in  contrast  to  the pract ice of  today,  in  ear l ier  decades any

chi ld  "born out  of  wedlock"  remained wi th i ts  mother  in  a matern i ty  home unt i l  such

time as it could be adopted or, in rare cases, cared for by the mother herself. Thus,

a l though St .  Mary 's  was cal led an " in fants '  home,"  i t  had not  only  in fants,  but  a lso

many toddlers,  known former ly  as " runabouts."  At  one count ,  in  January 1925,  12 of

rhe 27 chi ldren in  the home were more than one year  o ld.  l f  a  chi ld  was st i l l  a t  St .

Mary 's  at  four  years of  age,  i t  was p laced in the Sacred Heart  or  Carmel i te  orphanages.

Needless to say,  i t  was a lways a devastat ing exper ience for  a mother  to re l inquish her

chi ld ,  no mat ter  what  i ts  age,  when she had been the caregiver  for  some t ime.

At f irst, the hospital part of St. Mary's was kept strictly for maternity cases, but in 1925,

at  the urg ing of  several  doctors,  i t  was modi f ied to a l low for  the t reatment  of  medical

and surg ical  a i lments as wel l .  l t  was opened to pat ients on a paying basis .  Pr ivate

rooms were obta inable for  $6 a day,  whi le  a bed in a n ine-bed ward could be had for

$3 a day.  As an in terest ing s ide-note,  Mrs.  Frances Arbour,  a current  vo lunteer  ass is t ing

the Miser icord ia Sisters today,  gave b i r th  in  the 1940's to two of  her  chi ldren in  the

old St .  Mary 's  Hospi ta l .  She chose i t  because she preferred i ts  homel ike warmth and

colour  to the ster i le  whi te of  the larger  Toronto hospi ta ls .

In the twent ies,  addi t ional  sources of  income eased somewhat  the f inancia l  s t ra in

which the s is ters had been bear ing.  Since 
'1  

920,  a newly formed Federat ion for

Communi ty  Serv ices ra ised funds by an annual  campaign,  and d is t r ibuted amounts on

a non-denominat ional  basis ,  according to need.  ln  1920 St .  Mary 's  Infants '  Home

r e c e i v e d $ l 1 , 1 8 2 . 7 6 , w h i c h a m o u n t e d t o a b o u t 1 1 % o f  t h e $ 1 0 4 , 0 0 0 g o i n g t o a l l t h e

Cathol ic  char i table organizat ions in  Toronto at  the t ime.  As wel l ,  munic ipal  and

provinc ia l  governments granted St .  Mary 's  about  $3000 a year ,  and a smal l  board fee

was charged to the residents who were able to pay.

Suddenly in  1927 ,  St .  Mary 's  and other  Toronto Cathol ic  socia l  serv ices faced a severe

f inar ic ia l  cr is is .  The funding f rom the Federat ion for  Communi ty  Serv ices was about

to be abrupt ly  cutof f  when the board of  that federat ion announced in August  1927 that

no Cathol ic  char i table organizat ion would receive any sum der ived f rom the

forthcoming October campaign. The reason given was that the Catholics of Toronto

were contr ibut ing only 3% of  the tota l  amount  ra ised,  but  had been asking an annual

a l lo tment  of  11" / " .  This  d isproport ion was not  surpr is ing,  s ince the major i ty  of

Cathol ics in  Toronto were at  the low end of  the socio-economic scale.  Some hints by

large donors of  an u l t raprotestant  persuasion may have a lso in f luenced the decis ion

to reject funding requests from Catholic members of the federation'
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In the twenties



"A place of
refuge"

World War ll

In  any event ,  th is  cr is is  was faced squarely  by Archbishop Nei l  McNei l ,  who once
more showed his  qual i t ies of  leadership.  Wi th help f rom leading Cathol ic  lay men and
women, he mounted the f i rs t  Cathol ic  Char i t ies campaign for  funds in  October 1927 .
Wi th in four  days,  the target  of  $100,000 had been reached,  and St .  Mary 's  ln fants '
Home was subsequent ly  granted $ ' l  1  ,000 for  i ts  annual  budget .  Later  in  1 928,  i t  was
granted an addi t ional  $ 1 200 on the grounds that  more money was needed for  food " i f
the youngsters were to be fed nutr i t iously . "

The actual  p lac ing of  mothers- to-be and infants in  St .  Mary 's  came under the
jur isd ic t ion of  the Cathol ic  Wel fare Bureau.  One former staf f  member of  that
organizat ion who v is i ted St .  Mary 's  regular ly  between 1932 and 1942 is  Eleanor
McBr ide.  She recal ls  i t  as having been v iewed by a l l  concerned as "a p lace of  refuge"
which kept  a very low prof i le .  Perhaps symbol ic  was the fact  that  everyone entered
and lef t  by the back door!  Some gi r ls  d id take jobs as domest ics in  pr ivate homes unt i l
the baby was born.  Few had any money in those years of  the Creat  Depression,  so the
Cathol ic  Wel fare Bureau and the women's auxi l iary regular ly  suppl ied matern i ty
c lo thes  to  t he  res iden l s .

The hard t imes of  the th i r t ies a lso meant  budget-cut t ing for  St .  Mary 's ,  because now
the Cathol ic  Char i t ies col lect ion could not  meet  i ts  annual  goal .  Everyone compla ined
of  being cold,  sa id Eleanor,  because the b ig o ld house was so cost ly  to  heat .  A l though
the food was adequate for  mainta in ing the heal th of  the mothers and babies,  i t  was very
bas i c  and  un in te res t i ng .

Under the terms of  the Chi ld  Wel fare Act ,  the cost  of  the young mother 's  conf inement
and the baby 's  expenses were charged back to her  home munic ipal i ty .  E leanor has
dist inct  memor ies of  the d is t ress caused by th is  pract ice.  In  a smal l  centre,  the v i l lage
clerk would l ike ly  know the g i r l 's  fami ly ,  and she would l ive in  dread that  her  parents
might  f ind out  the real  reason why she came to Toronto.

"With the except ion of  the s is ters and thei r  supporters,  nobody had much regard for
those g i r ls , "  Eleanor remembers sadly.  Ceneral ly  the at t i tude was that  they had
commit ted morta l  s in,  and thei r  b lemished past  must  be kept  h idden.  There was no
fo l low-up of  mother  or  ch i ld ,  i t  be ing considered wisest  to  bury the whole episode of
pregnancy and i l leg i t imate b i r th .  In  recent  years,  however,  adul ts  learn ing that  they
were bapt ized at  St .  Mary 's  Infants '  Home are asking in  increasing numbers for  thei r
baot ismal  cer t i f icates.  These are now in the care of  the Archives,  Archdiocese of
Toronto.

Taking the 1 940 repor t  to  Cathol ic  Char i t ies to be typ ical  of  the t ime,  St .  Mary 's  Infants '
Home stated a total of BZ mothers cared for in the year, with about 23 in residence at
any one t ime.  "Ceneral ly ,  the g i r ls  come f rom two to four  months before conf inement
and remain f rom three to four  months af ter .  Frequent ly ,  however,  mother  and chi ld  are
admitted after confinement has taken place in a hospital or home," the report reads.

The advent  of  Wor ld War l l ,  t ragic  as i t  was in  many respects,  d id a l lev iate
considerably the f inancia l  s t ra in beset t ing Toronto 's  char i table organizat ions in  the
th i r t ies.  Wi th p lenty of  war work avai lable,  employment  and wages increased,  and
donors were more generous.  As a resul t ,  in  1943,  when Sr.  Ste Solange was super ior ,
St .  Mary 's  Infants '  Home was able to receive $ 1 7,000 f rom Cathol ic  Char i t ies.  In  the
same year,  a new Uni ted Communi ty  Fund was establ ished to replace 1B former
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Sr.  St  Hortense and Nurse Holmes watch overthe infants in St .  Marv 's nurserv



Sr. Marie
Madeleine

indiv idual  campaigns.  This progressive step great ly  benef i ted a l l  the char i table organi-

zat ions,  inc luding those under Cathol ic  and Jewish auspices.  By 1948 St .  Mary 's

lnfants 'Home was granted $20,000 f rom th is  source,  thus cover ing 82.6% of  i ts

exDenses.  (The remainder came f rom munic ipal  and provinc ia l  author i t ies. )  Af ter

undergoing several  changes of  name and st ructure,  the Uni ted Communi ty  Fund

eventual ly tecame Uni ted Way,  and cont inued as an important  source of  funding for

St. Mary's for over four decades.

Other  improvements were a lso made in the for t ies.  Sylv ia Ryder,  wi th the Cathol ic

Chi ldren 's  Aid f rom I943 to 1950,  of ten had the duty of  tak ing babies f rom St .  Mary 's

to cour t  for  a wardship hear ing.  She remembers how wel l  cared for  they were,  under

the h igh standards mainta ined by Leah Camarand,  R.N. ,  who was in charge of  the

nursery.  l t  was a point  of  specia l  pr ide to Miss Camarand that  the babies were g iven

an adequate dai ly  dose of  ascorbic  ac id,  as wel l  as other  nutr ients '

An improvement  a long another  l ine was the in t roduct ion of  kn i t t ing and cooking

classes by Sr .  Mar ie Madele ine,  appointed execut ive d i rector  in  1948.  These were the

f i rs t  l i fe-sk i l ls  c lasses conducted in  the home. A few years la ter ,  Sr .  Mar ie Madele ine

also arranged for  the Victor ian Order  of  Nurses to conduct  prenata l  c lasses to assis t

the young mothers- to-be in  becoming good parents.

l n  1950  the  on ta r i o  we l f a re  counc i l  made  a  s tudy  o f  s t .  Mary ' s  I n fan ts 'Home,

repo r t i ng tha t  156  g i r l s  and  women  had  been  ca red  fo r  i n1949 ,  two - th i rds  o f  whom

had come in thei r  prenata l  per iod.  Most  were 
.1 

B or  
. l  
9  years of  age,  wi th one 1 S-year-

o ld among them. They l ived on the th i rd f loor  of  the home, in  three rooms wi th s ix  beds

each,  and one room wi th f ive beds.  The babies were kept  in  one large nursery on the

second f loor  wi th 12 or  15 cr ibs,  or  in  a second room for  four  t iny in fants.

The repor t  descr ibed the dai ly  rout ine at  the home:

The g i r ls  get  up at  seven o 'c lock and have breakfast .  Af ter  prayers,  the mothers

bathe and feed thei r  babies for  about  an hour,  and the pregnant  g i r ls  are

assigned to work -  two to the d in ing-room, two to the l iv ing-room, two to the

k i t chen ,  e t c . . . . . .Those  ass igned  to  d i shwash ing  a re  pa id  $5  a  week . . . . . .The

gir ls  a lso must  help for  three per iods each week in the centra l  laundry.

Al though f ree to walk out  and v is i t  f r iends outs ide,  few res idents chose to do so,

preferr ing to v is i t  among themselves dur ing the evening.  Some might  p lay a l i t t le  p ing-

pong or  l is ten to the radio.  Those who were new mothers spent  as much t ime as they

could wi th thei r  babies.

The Ontar io Wel fare Counci l  had specia l  pra ise for  the execut ive d i rector  Sr .  Mar ie

Madele ine (Armancle Tremblay) ,  a graduate of  the Univers i ty  of  Montreal 's  School  of

Socia l  Work.  "She is  dynamic,  in te l l igent ,  and wi th a f ine personal i ty ,  to  whose

warmth the g i r ls  obviously  respond,"  observed the authors of  the repor t ,  adding,  "She

rekindles thei r  feel ing of  se l f - respect  through her  own at t i tude towards them'"

Overal l ,  the repor t  concluded,  " th is  serv ice is  of  good qual i ty , "  not ing that  s ince the

f  i rs t  admiss ion to St .  Mary 's  in  1 9I  5,  care had been g iven Io 2572 women, andto 3221

babies.

But  even as th is  pra ise was being expressed,  ser ious t rouble for  the Miser icord ia Sisters
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Miser icord ia Sisters

was looming f rom another  quar ter .  The imposing o ld St .  Mary 's  bui ld ings were being
crit icized by the provincial government as "trop vieux pour vivre" (quoling Sr. Ste
Rosel ine who informed the super ior-general  Mother  Madele ine de Pazzi ) .  "Too o ld
to cont inue l iv ing,"  the hospi ta l  was condemned outr ight  in  195.1 .  What  to do now?
was the quest ion.  Depart  f rom Toronto or  undertake a new bui ld ing pro ject?

Af ter  much prayer  and ref lect ion,  Mother  Madele ine dePazzi  and the general  counci l
o f  the order  concluded that  i t  was the voice of  Cod,  speaking in  191 4 through the la te
Archbishops McNei l  o f  Toronto and Bruchesi  of  Montreal ,  that  had f i rs t  brought  the
Misericordia Sisters to Toronto. They instructed the Toronto sisters to go out and find
enough f inancing to bui ld  a new home for  s ingle mothers.  At  f i rs t ,  there was no thought
of  t ry ing to bui ld  a new hospi ta l  a lso.

Wri t ing about  those events near ly  17 years la ter ,  Sr .  Ste Rosel ine recorded that  qui te
natura l ly  the f i rs t  v is i t  made by the s is ters was to His Eminence James Cardinal
McCuigan,  Archbishop of  Toronto s ince 1935.

"Cardinal McGuigan gave us every encouragement, told us we were greatly needed
in Toronto to care for the "fi l les-mEres" (girl-mothers), and he urged us to stay," stated
Sr.  Ste Rosel ine.  However,  when i t  came to of fer ing some tangib le f inancia l  support ,
His Eminence shook h is  head and said the contr ibut ion of  the archdiocese would be
"pas un sou" (not a penny).

"Go to the c i ty  for  help,"  was the advice of  Cardinal  McGuigan.

But  v is i ts  to  the c i ty  fa thers and later  to  prov inc ia l  author i t ies l ikewise brought  no
resul ts .  The request  for  a capi ta l  grant  for  a home for  s ingle pregnant  g i r ls  and women
was rebuf fed by one c i ty  counci l lor :  " l t  is  an indiv idual  mat ter ; "  by another :  "There
is  a father  who should pay;"  and so on.

One f r iendly prov inc ia l  o f f ic ia l  d id,  however,  of fer  pr ivate ly  some usefu l  advice.
"Sisters,"  he to ld them, "bui ld  a smal l  hospi ta l ,  say of  150 beds,  for  which you can
easi ly  get  a grant .  In  i t  you wi l l  be able to accommodate your  g i r ls  unt i l  they g ive b i r th ,
and you wi l l  have the means to surv ive in  Toronto yourselves."

Consequent ly ,  in  December 195.1 ,  wi th the approval  of  thegeneral  counci l ,  Srs.  Ste
Rosel ine and Mar ie de la  Tr in i t6  began searching for  a s i te  on which to bui ld  a new
hospi ta l ,  s t i l l  th ink ing of  the Jarv is- lsabel la  area of  Toronto.

Enter  at  th is  point  a most  unl ike ly  -  yet  nonetheless worthy -  emissary of  the Holy Spir i t ,
in  the person of  Ol iver  Crockford,  reeve of  Scarborough,  a rapid ly  expanding borough
ly ing adjacent  to the nor theast  boundary of  Toronto.  Wel l  aware that  h is  munic ipal i ty
was in desperate need of a new hospital to keep upwith its residential growth, Reeve
Crockford appealed persuasively  to the Miser icord ia Sisters to leave the inner  c i ty  and
bui ld  thei r  hospi ta l  in  Scarborough.  As a resul t ,  on July  18,1952,  af ter  obta in ing a l l
the necessary permiss ions,  the s is ters purchased 28 acres of  land for  $30,000 at  the
corner  of  Lawrence Avenue East  and McCowan Road.  Construct ion of  Scarboroueh
Ceneral  Hospi ta l  began the fo l lowing spr ing.

The story of  how the Miser icord ia Sisters operated the hospi ta l  for  16 years,  unt i l  they
turned i t  over  to secular  author i t ies in  1972,  must  be to ld in  another  p lace.  Suf f ice i t
to  say here that  the hospi ta l  became a k ind of  b ig s is ter  to  the much less publ ic  30-bed
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t l



Opened in 1956, Rosai ie Hal l  on Lawrence Avenue East ,  Scarborough, was renovated in l9BB-89.  This

recent photo shows the new entrance to the bui ld ing.

When  Rosa l i e  Ha l l  ma rked  t he  70 th  ann i ve rsa ry  o f  t he  M ise r i co rd i a  S i s t e r s  i n  To ron to  i n  1984 ,  t ou r

execut ive di rectors were on hand to mark the celebrat ions.  Lef t  to r ight :  Sr.  Armande Tremblay (1948 59)

Sr.  Marguer i te Tremblay (1959-76),  Sr.  Huguette Beauchamp 11977-81),  and the present execut ive

d i r ec to i ,  S r .  Th6 rEse  Bonnev i l l e ,  appo in ted  i n  1981  .  l n  1976 -77  t he  execu t i ve  d i r ec to r  was  S r .  Ma rce l l e

Dionne (deceased).
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home bui l t  just  to  the west  of  i t  a t  a cost  of  $240,000.  The new home was g iven a new
name, on the recommendat ion of  Sr .  Mar ie Madele ine.  l t  was now to be known as
Rosal ie  Hal l ,  in  honour of  Rosal ie  Cadron Jet t6,  foundress of  the Miser icord ia Sisters.

OnJanua ry  30 ,1956 ,  du r i ng thewors t snows to rmo f  t hew in te r ,  11  g i r l sands i xbab ies
made the move f rom Jarv is  Street  to  Rosal ie  Hal l .  Some of  the cars got  s tuck in  the Don
Val ley,  according to Sr .  Mar ie Madele ine.  However,  eventual ly  everyone arr ived
safe ly .  "Our fami ly  of  St .  Mary 's  Home took possession of  i ts  new res idence,"  noted
Sr.  Ste Rosel ine.

SINCE 1956:  LAWRENCE AVENUE EAST lN SCARBOROUGH

From i ts  f i rs t  day,  the new Rosal ie  Hal l  kept  a homel ike yet  contemporary decor ,  wi th
paste l  co lours,  p lenty of  l ight  f rom wide casement  windows,  and cheerfu l  draper ies
made by the s is ters themselves.  Budgies and canar ies competed in sound wi th the
bui l t - in  radio and record p layer ,  and f lowers and p lants could be found everywhere.

In August  1 959,  Sr .  Mar ie Madele ine (Armande Tremblay)  was succeeded as execut ive
di rector  of  Rosal ie  Hal l  by her  s is ter  Sr .  Marguer i te  Tremblay,  who remained in th is  Sr .  Marguer i te
posi t ion unt i l  1976.  l t  was dur ing Sr .  Marguer i te 's  tenure that  the Miser icord ia Sisters Tremblay
adooted c iv i l ian dress and took thei r  b i r th  names for  ident i f icat ion.

I t  was a lso dur ing the second Tremblay era that  remarkable changes occurred in  the
serv ices of fered by Rosal ie  Hal l  to  the young pregnant  s ingle woman. l t  now became
possib le for  her  to enro l  in  a typ ing course or  sewing c lass,  or  to  learn a craf t  such as
ceramics.  Equal ly  important ,  in  conjunct ion wi th the Scarborough Board of  Educat ion,
Rosal ie  Hal l  o f fered tutor ing in  academic subjects by qual i f ied secondary school
teachers.  Anyone who wished to complete her  academic year  af ter  her  baby was born
could extend her  s tay in  the home, and take her  f ina l  examinat ions r ight  there.  The
transcr ipt  of  marks sent  back to her  hometown high school  merely  ind icated that  she
had received her  grades f rom the Scarborough Board of  Educat ion.

Also under Sr .  Marguer i te 's  adminis t rat ion,  the f i rs t  professional  socia l  worker  Mrs.
Margaret  Johnson was h i red by Rosal ie  Hal l  to  ass is t  the young mothers- to-be wi th
personal  counsel l ing,  as wel l  as to help them make pract ica l  p lans for  the future.

Sr .  Marguer i te  has said of  her  days at  Rosal ie  Hal l : "We had our  eye on doing a lo t
more,  but  our  budget ing was so t ight  that  we just  couldn ' t . "  At  the t ime,  the provinc ia l
government  paid 80% of  a res ident 's  per  d iem cost ,  which at  one point  meant  as l i t t le
as $3.40 a day,  a l though i t  eventual ly  increased to $9.00.  Most  parents paid $2 to $3
a day to help wi th thei r  daughter 's  upkeep,  but  nobody was ever  refused admiss ion
because of  inabi l i ty  to  pay.

Dur ing the 1 7-year  term of  Sr .  Marguer i te  Tremblay,  Rosal ie  Hal l  cared for  22OO gi r ls
and women of  a l l  re l ig ious denominat ions,  wi th a wide range in age f rom 12 to 41 .
Among the s igni f icant  changes noted by Sr .  Marguer i te  dur ing th is  per iod was the
higher proport ion of  young g i r ls  coming to Rosal ie  Hal l ,  and the res idents were now
much less t imid about  going out  in  the communi ty .  Many of  the fathers were a lso
younger,  and more of  them wanted to be involved in tak ing some responsib i l i ty ,
a l though thei r  of fers were not  a lways pract ica l .  The babies themselves,  however,  were
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no longer the responsib i l i ty  of  the matern i ty  homes.  From 1961 on,  the in fants were

taken d i rect ly  f rom the hospi ta l  to  a foster  home 10 days af ter  b i r th '

To upgrade the status of  matern i ty  homes and press for  greater  Sovernment  support ,

Sr .  Marguer i te  Tremblay was a leader in  organiz ing the Matern i ty  Home Associat ion

of  Ontar io,  and was e lected i ts  f i rs t  pres ident .  Her work increased the publ ic 's

awareness of  the serv ice of  the Miser icord ia Sisters in  car ing for  s ingle pregnant

women, wi thout  regard to the re l ig ious af f i l ia t ion of  the c l ients.

When Sr.  Marguer i te 's  term at  Rosal ie  Hal l  ended in Apr i l  1975,  she was succeeded

by Sr.  Marcel le  Dionne,  who had her  master 's  degree in socia l  serv ice f rom the

Univers i ty  of  Wisconsin (Mi lwaukee).  Sr .  Marcel le  had been d i rector  of  Sundale

Manor for  s ingle pregnant  women in Chatham, Ontar io,  unt i l  i t  c losed in 1976.

Tragical ly ,  her  term at  Rosal ie  Hal l  was brought  to an unt imely end by her  death in

December 1977.  Dur ing her  br ie f  presence there,  her  col leagues spoke of  her  as an
, ,excel lent  professional ,  a  sensi t ive woman, warm-hearted wi th the young, ,  and a

re l ig ious who was whole-heartedly  dedicated to Cod."

For  the last  few months of  Sr .  Marcel le 's  tenure,  Sr .  Rosemar ie F isher  was appointed

inter im act ing d i rector  to  re l ieve Sr .  Marcel le  of  her  most  onerous dut ies.

The mid-sevent ies a lso brought  d is t ress of  another  sor t  to  Rosal ie  Hal l .  A l though i t  had

been supported by Uni ted Way for  over  30 years,  l ike other  member agencies of

Cathol ic  Char i t ies,  i t  fe l t  ob l iged in conscience to wi thdraw f rom that  body in  1976

when Uni ted Way voted to admit  the Planned Parenthood Associat ion,  which

expressly  counsel led abort ion as one of  the val id  choices of  the pregnant  woman'

Ra l l y i ng  a round  A rchb i shop  Ph i l i p  Pocock ,  Rosa l i e  Ha l l  endo rsed  h i s  "Dec la ra t i on  on

Behal f  o f  L i fe , "  as d id a l l  the other  Cathol ic  agencies.  The Miser icord ia Sisters were

in fu l l  agreement  wi th the sent iments expressed by Fr .  Paul  Lennon,  then execut ive

di rector  of  Cathol ic  Char i t ies:  "The whole purpose of  our  professional  ex is tence \  /as

to orotect  and nur ture our  c l ients,  so how could we associate wi th those who were

w i l l i ng  t o  e l im ina te  one  o f  t he  c l i en t s ,  name ly  t he  unbo rn  ch i l d? "

Certa in ly  the loss of  Uni ted Way funding was a b low,  but  i t  was soon compensated

by equal ly  good support  f rom the newly founded ShareLi fe,  which s ince 1976 has

funded the member agencies of  Cathol ic  Char i t ies.  Through th is  funding in  the la ter

sevent ies,  Rosal ie  Hal l  was able to embark on some new outreach programs.  These

programs have been a specia l  in terest  of  Paul  McAul i f fe ,  who jo ined the Rosal ie  Hal l

board in  1979 and was i ts  chai rman f rom 1981 to 1987.  As a superv isor  wi th the

Scarborough branch of  Cathol ic  Chi ldren 's  Aid Society,  Paul  was aware of  the

increasing number of  "young moms" who were keeping thei r  babies but  too of ten

lacked the parent ing and other  l i fe  sk i l ls  to  make a go of  i t .

Recal l ing the f i rs t  tentat ive steps toward outreach,  Paul  McAul i f fe  has fond memor ies

of  the open responsive at t i tude of  Sr .  Huguet te Beauchamp, who served as execut ive

di rector  of  Rosal ie  Hal l  f rom 1977 to 1981.  She and her  successor  Sr '  Th6rdse

Bonnevi l le  both observed that the age of  the mothers was decreasing,  averaging about

17 ,  yet  the young women's determinat ion to keep thei r  babies themselves was

increasing.  The only solut ion seemed to be to accept  the new real i t ies,  and work to

see that  young s ingle mothers got  the necessary sk i l ls  and support  to  manage.  Taking

a new di rect ion,  Rosal ie  Hal l  began to develop fo l low-up programs to support  the

young moms.
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THE EICHTIES: INNOVATIONS AND RENOVATIONS

Out of  th is  new th ink ing began Rosal ie  Hal l 's  f i rs t  postnata l  mother  and chi ld  program

in December 1981 .  l ts  purpose was to teach both the mother  and her  chi ld  new sk i l ls
by arranging a day-care type of  exper ience for  the chi ldren,  and by provid ing the
mothers wi th group therapy and c lasses in  chi ld- rear ing pract ices.  This program has
persevered,  and a group meets each Tuesday af ternoon.  Rosal ie  Hal l  prov ides e i ther
van transportation or TTC tickets for group members.

Other  support  programs have been run as needed in the last  e ight  years:  for  parents,

for  the young women who have g iven up thei r  babies for  adopt ion,  for  fa thers.  In  1989
for  the f i rs t  t ime,  the Ontar io Min is t ry  of  Communi ty  and Socia l  Serv ices funded 100%

of the approved programs,  thus a l lowing the use of  the Cathol ic  Char i t ies funding for
new proSrams.

Another  innovat ion of  the 1 980's  is  ev ident  in  the school ing of  the young c l ients.  Since
1980,  the opportuni ty  to at tend academic c lasses at  Rosal ie  Hal l  was of fered to day
students who were pregnant  but  who l ived at  home or  e lsewhere in  the communi ty ,
and came to school  each day.  In  the ear ly  par t  of  the e ight ies,  both day and res ident
students had to re ly  on pr ivate tutor ing f rom 1 4 qual i f ied teachers who came to Rosal ie
Hal l  a f ter  3 p.m. dai ly .  S ince 1985-6,  however,  the Scarborough Board of  Educat ion
has provided three full+ime teachers, and two more teachers were added by the
Metropol i tan Separate School  Board of  Toronto in  1987-BB. They cover  a l l  subjects
in the curr icu lum f rom Crades 9 to 12,  and in the academic year  19BB-89 gave

instruct ion to 60 day students and 36 res idents.  Since 19B6,  the Metropol i tan Separate
School  Board has a lso provided a par t - t ime teacher for  Crade B students.  In  

. l  
989 the

classroom area of  Rosal ie  Hal l  was st i l l  act ive in  July  and ear ly  August  when,  for  the
f i rs t  t ime,  there was an academic summer school ,  wi th an enrolment  of  

. l  
5 .

The coordinat ion of  the educat ion program is  the responsib i l i ty  of  Sr .  Frangoise
Bonenfant ,  who a lso is  ident i f ied wi th Rosal ie  Hal l 's  h ighly  successfu l  craf ts  program.

Sr.  Franqoise began to teach craf ts  soon af ter  her  arr iva l  in  1976,  and has never  looked

back since. Residents of today and yesterday, as well as day students, learn to create
high-qual i ty  ceramic p ieces which are then f i red in  one of  three k i lns.  Assis ted by Sr .
Th6rdse Audet ,  a fu l l - t ime volunteer ,  and other  s taf f  members,  Sr .  Franqoise a lso
teaches copper enamel l ing,  macrame work,  and dol lmaking.  For  the past  ten years,

the annual  ar t  and craf t  sa le on the f i rs t  Sunday of  November has been a h ighl ight  of
Rosal ie  Hal l 's  year .  The 1988 show net ted $8,000 for  the bui ld ing fund.

Of course,  Sr .  Frangoise 's  main purpose in teaching craf ts  is  not to make a prof i t ,  but
to assist the young mothers-to-be to express their creativity. "lt has proved a Sreat
therapy for  our  young women,"  is  her  observat ion,  based on 

. l  
5  years of  exper ience.

"They feel  joy and pr ide when they see thei r  handicraf ts  being considered worthy of
0u  r chase . "

"Trop vieux pour vivre" (roo old to l ive). This was the crit icism that had led to the move
from Jarv is  Street  to  Scarborough in 1956.  Now i t  was being heard again to g ive the
Miser icord ia Sisters and Rosal ie  Hal l 's  board a io l t .  But  th is  t ime i t  was the furnace that
was being condemned as too o ld to cont inue!  However,  replac ing the furnace in a
bui ld ing that  was no longer able to meet  the demands of  the new programs did not
make good sensd. So the sisters and the board once more took a courageous step. This
t ime they decided to bui ld  a new bui ld ing to the nor th of  the or ig inal  one,  and to

New educational
and other
proSrams

Miracle of the
"failing furnace"
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THEN AND NOW

At St  Mary 's Infants '  Home in the 1920's,  babies and chi ldren get  a l l  dressed up to pose for  the camera in

the play-yard.

In December 1988, Chr ist ine,  Ashley and Sean are busy wi th their  own act iv i t ies in the day-care

playroom of  Rosal ie Hal l .  Pants have replaced the dresses and fancy togs of  yore,  but  note that  the good

old pleasure of  put t ing whatever is  in your hands into your mouth is  the same today as i t  was 60 years

aSol

completely renovat€
the board dur ing the
the fa i l ing furnace."

"l used to have my d<
on  th i s  bu i l d i ng  p ro j

In Phase I of the projt
townhouses, each dr
guidance of  a youth '
the meals.  They a lsc

In Phase l l ,  the renov
and more room for (

enhanced to a l low f r
s i t t ing serv ice.  Rosal
1 989,  prov id ing 25 s
staffed by eight teacf

With i ts  fac i l i t ies thL
i ts  a lumnae.  A mont l
from the day-studen
meal together for the
of common interest

Board member Tony
months of hard worl
upgraded quarters o
grateful to the Onti
receptively to the nr
whether  l iv ing in  the
Drea and later  John
port, played a deci
necessary funding f<

The total cost of the
the provinc ia l  gove
contr ibuted $530,0(
and var ious Cathol i<
almost  $700,000.

The success of the fr
the dedicat ion of  the
commit tee,  under I
examp le  i s  N i ck  Bo
clubs.  Nick f i rs t  beci
the board of Scarbor
father of two adopte,
Hal l  is  h is  way of  s :
chi ldren.  He especi
her it 's because we



he camera in

care
rat the good
;60 years

complete ly  renovate the 1956 edi f ice.  In  the words of  Paul  McAul i f fe ,  who chai red
the board dur ing the construct ion per iod,  the resul t  should be cal led " the mirac le of
the fa i l ing furnace."

" l  used to have my doubts about  mirac les,"  sa id paul ,  "but  s ince work ing for  two years
on th is  bui ld ing pro ject  wi th sr .  Th6rdse,  I  have now come to depend on them."

In Phase I  of  the pro ject ,  the new bui ld ing was opened in March 1988.  l t  conta ins three
townhouses,  each designed to accommodate 10 s ingle pregnant  women. Under the
guidance of  a youth worker ,  they p lan thei r  menus,  go grocery shopping,  and prepare
the meals.  They a lso have a say in  the way they want  thei r  house to be run.

In Phase I l ,  the renovated bui ld ing was redesigned to a l low proper fu l l - t ime c lassrooms
and more room for crafts. The day-care space for the babies of the day students was
enhanced to a l low for  a fu l ly  l icensed day-care program instead of  the former baby-
s i t t ing serv ice.  Rosal ie  Hal l  In fant f ioddler  Centre was l icensed to operate in  January
1 989,  prov id ing 25 spaces for  an age range f rom two weeks to 30 months.  l t  is  present ly
staf fed by e ight  teachers,  of  whom seven have d ip lomas in ear ly  ch i ldhood educat ion.

With i ts  fac i l i t ies thus enlarged,  Rosal ie  Hal l  is  now able to keep bet ter  contact  wi th
i ts  a lumnae.  A monthly  supper c lub has been star ted for  young women who graduated
from the day-student  program of  the previous academic year .  The mothers prepare a
meal  together  for  themselves and thei r  ch i ldren,  then have a d iscussion on some topic
of  common interest  whi le  volunteers babysi t .

Board member Tony Si lva and h is  bui ld ing commit tee feel  just ly  sat is f ied when,  af ter
months of  hard work,  they v iew the many serv ices running smoothly  in  the new and
upgraded quarters of  Rosal ie  Hal l .  They and everyone e lse involved in the centre are
gratefu l  to  the Ontar io Min is t ry  of  Communi ty  and Socia l  Serv ices who l is tened
recept ive ly  to the new ideas for  reaching out  to  s ingle mothers and mothers- to-be,
whether  l iv ing in  the communi ty  or  res id ing at  Rosal ie  Hal l  i tse l f .  The Min is ters Frank
Drea and later  John sweeney,  as wel l  as the Min is t ry 's  representat ive cwen Daven-
por t ,  p layed a decis ive ro le in  advancing the new di rect ions and in get t ing the
necessary funding for  them.

The tota l  cost  of  the "mirac le of  the fa i l ing furnace" came to $3.2 mi l l ion,  of  which
the provinc ia l  government  granted c lose to $2 mi l l ion.  The Miser icord ia Sisters
contr ibuted $530,000.  The Archdiocese of  Toronto and i ts  par ishes,  Cardinal  Carter ,
and var ious Cathol ic  and other  communi ty  organizat ions have contr ibuted a tota l  o f
a lmost  $200,000.

The success of  the fundrais ing campaign,  the f i rs t  in  Rosal ie  Hal l 's  h is tory,  is  due to
the dedicat ion of  the hard-work ing volunteers who cont inue to serve on the campaign
commit tee,  under the chai rmanship of  past  board member yvonne Kirby.  one
example is  Nick Bor isko,  who spearheaded the campaign to par ishes and serv ices
clubs.  Nick f i rs t  became a f r iend of  the Miser icord ia Sisters wherr  he was chai rman of
the board of  Scarborough Ceneral  Hospi ta l .  What  is  equal ly  re levant  is  that  he is  the
father  of  two adopted chi ldren,  now grown up.  Nick expla ins that  h is  work for  Rosal ie
Hal l  is  h is  way of  saying thanks to the two unknown mothers who gave b i r th  to h is
chi ldren.  He especia l ly  enjoys work ing together  wi th sr .  Th6rbse Bonnevi l le .  " l  te l l
her  i t 's  because we both come f rom Saskatchewan."  Nick iokes.

Provincial

SOvernment
support

Cenerosity of
donors and
fundraisers
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A stream of
volunteers

Al though Rosal ie  Hal l  now has a paid staf f  o f  42,  none of  i ts  achievements would be

possib le wi thout  the ongoing support  of  the volunteers who g ive thei r  most  prec ious

possession -  thei r  t ime.  Under the d i rect ion of  Sr .  Al ine Vautr in ,  a s t ream of  217

volunteers served over  11,000 hours th is  year ,  thus making Rosal ie  Hal l  a  t ru ly

commu n ity-suPPorted centre.

, , l f  you are going to descr ibe the work of  the volunteers,  you should ta lk  to Nora

Murphy,"  wls the advice g iven.  l t  was easy to reach Nora,  because she comes to

Rosal ie  Hal l  about  four  t imes a week to do whatever  is  needed'  A ret i red nurse former ly

in charge of  the emergency department  at  scarborough General  Hospi ta l ,  Nora

consented to be in terv ie"wed only i f  she could carry on assis t ing Sr '  A l ine sor t  medical

records whi le  she ta lked.

, , 1  t h i nk  l became a  fu l l - t ime  vo lun tee rwhen  S r .  Th6 rbse  came in  1gB1  , "  No ra  sa id '

"But  d idn ' t  you help in  the nursery before then?" asked Sr '  A l ine

, ,Oh,  I  can ' t  remember when I  s tar ted.  I  fee l  l ike one of  the fami ly , "  repl ied Nora in

her  sof t  l r ish brogue.

ln fact ,  Sr .  A l ine repor ted la ter ,  Nora had f i rs t  come in 1977,  and has helped at  every

craf t  sa le s ince.  She a lso has done in-serv ice t ra in ing of  the staf f  in  card iac pulmonary

resusci tat ion and other  emergency procedures '

I t  is  f i t t ing then that  Nora 's  loyal  support  was recognized in June 1989 when she was

named Rosal ie  Hal l 's  Volunteer  of  the Year '

Nor are women the only volunteers today.  Frank Arbour began by of fer ing h is  help to

Sr.  Huguet te Beauchamp in 1977 and found h imsel f  tak ing Mabel  the cook to the

superr iarket  for  the weekly grocery shopping.  Then when Mabel  went  on vacat ion,

Frank "volunteered" h is  wi fe Frances to come and do the cooking!

Volunteers of  a d i f ferent  sor t  are the Prayer  Fr iends which grew to 150 th is  year ,

involv ing n ine Scarborough par ishes and one par ish in  Sudbury.  Each prayer f r iend

adopts a s ingle pregnant  young woman or  a young mom and makes a commitment  to

pray for  her  dai ty  ouel .  a 'per iod of  four  years.  l t  is  noteworthy that  the prayer  f r iend

never meets the young woman, but  is  g iven only her  f i rs t  name and in i t ia l  o f  the last

name, p lus two prayer  in tent ions.  The f r iend receives a pro8ress repor t  every two

months. As Sr. Th6rdse observes, "lt takes much generosity to pray for someone you

wi l l  never  meet . "

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

The coming celebrat ion of  three-quarters of  a century in  Toronto br ings re jo ic ing to

both the Miser icord ia Sisters and a l l  o thers connected in  any way to Rosal ie  Hal l '  At

the same t ime,  i t  ra ises the quest ion -  what  l ies ahead for  th is  communi ty  and

resident ia l  centre in  the last  decade of  th is  century and beyond?

chairman of  the board of  governors of  Rosal ie  Hal l ,  chr is  west  was asked to g ive h is

v iew of  the future.  He seei the focus on g iv ing shor t - term res ident ia l  accommodat ion
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There is  a specia l  ar t  to cuddl ing a
baby,  as Maureen, a young student
at  Rosal ie Hal l ,  demonstrated in
19BB  w i t h  he r  son  Sean .

But the mothers are not  the only
ones wi th the knack.  Here
Cardinal  Emmett  Carter  shows his
sk i l l  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  one  when  he
v i s i t ed  Rosa l i e  Ha l l  i n  1986 .  (Ch r i s
McK ie )

l 9



Courage of the
clients

Creater lay
involvement

to young mothers wi th thei r  babies because af fordable housing is  now so d i f f icu l t  to

f ind.  Thus,  in  a way,  there wi l l  be a return to the concept  that  ex is ted in  the ear ly  days

of  St .  Mary 's  Infants '  Home which accommodated both mothers and babies '  The

signi f icant  d i f ference,  however,  is  that  today 's  young mother  wi l l  not  la ter  suf fer  the

heartbreak of  seeing her  chi ld  taken away f rom her  for  adopt ion or  p lacement  in  an

orpnanage.

Chr is  a lso referred to the b luepr int  for  establ ish ing more formal  l inks and serv ices

between Rosal ie  Hal l  and the secondary schools of  Scarborough,  for  the purposes of

counsel l ing and educat ion concerning the specia l  s i tuat ion of  the teenager who is

s ingle,  pregnant ,  and too of ten a l l  a lone.

With the increased number of  d ivorced,  separated,  and other  s ingle parents in  today 's

society,  Rosal ie  Hal l 's  c l ients and caregivers have seen the at t i tude toward the s ingle

pregnant woman soften somewhat in recent years. Cone fortunately is the morally

super ior  ind ignat ion expressed by a parent  who once scolded Sr.  Marguer i te  Tremblay

because a group of  the res idents were laughing and making jokes wi th in earshot .
, ,They should be on thei r  knees,  weeping in  repentance,"  she admonished Rosal ie

Hal l 's  execut ive d i rector .

Nonetheless,  there is  s t i l l  pre judice out  there,  as the young women themselves wi l l

a f f i rm.  Some people st i l l  take the v iew that  pregnancy in  the s ingle state is  a woman's

sole responsib i l i ty ,  and she should be le f t to  solve her  problem hersel f .  Butwhi le  no

one in good conscience would advocate that  a g i r l  or  woman wi thout  a spouse should

become pregnant ,  sure ly  she who does so and a l lows her  baby i ts  r ight  to  l i fe  should

be commended for  choosing the more noble path.  She is  worthy of  society 's  support .

L ike a l l  mothers,  she io ins wi th Cod in a myster ious way to co-create a new human

person who is  both unique and precious.

ln  th is  era of  the quick f ix ,  the young mothers- to-be and s ingle moms at  Rosal ie  Hal l

have expressed a resounding NO THANKS to an easi ly  accessib le abor t ion '  They

themselves have best described their feelings in a statement composed by 1 2 residents

in  
' l  
983 :

we choose l i fe ,  though th is  is  a d i f f icu l t  decis ion to make.  our  average age

is 
' l  

7 ,  and some of  us have no support  f rom fami ly ,  f r iends,  or  fa ther .  Some of

us could not have an abortion, and others chose not to, but today all of us are

glad we did not. We are at peace that we made the decision to choose life.

Each of  the 12 young women s igned her  name to th is  s tatement .

l f  the changes in society have deeply af fected the c l ients served by Rosal ie  Hal l ,  they

have a lso had a major  impact  on the Miser icord ia Sisters themselves and thei r  fu ture.

L ike most  re l ig ious communi t ies in  Canada,  the order  has suf fered a severe decl ine in

vocat ions,  and i ts  median age r ises year ly .  Wi th that  t rend in mind,  the s is ters and the

Rosal ie  Hal l  board have late ly  appointed lay people to several  adminis t rat ive posts at

Rosal ie  Hal l ,  inc luding the d i rector  of  programs and serv ices,  and the d i rector  of

adm i n istrative services.

Al though fewer are now at t racted to the re l ig ious l i fe  than former ly ,  more lay people

are now responding to the cal l  to  associate themselves wi th the Miser icord ia Sisters

in thei r  prayer  l i fe .  A recent ly  formed group known as the Fr iends of  Mercy holds

regular workshops ,
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regular workshops and retreats, and some make a yearly promise as a form of
commitment .  Whi le th is  commitnrent  in  no way obl iges anyone to do volunteer  or
paid work for  Rosal ie  Hal l ,  i t  is  possib le that  in  t ime some of  the Fr iends of  Mercy wi l l
take on d i rect  resoonsib i l i t ies.

Underpinn ing the ent i re 75 years of  car ing for  s ingle pregnant  women and thei r  babies
has been the deep re l ig ious fa i th  of  the Miser icord ia Sisters.  l t  has impl ic i t ly  mot ivated
every step of their way since "les petites fondatrices" first arrived in Toronto in
October 1914.  As Sr .  Armande Tremblay asser ts ,  "You don' t  get  very far  wi thout
God."  The s is ters '  dedicat ion to God has been nour ished over  the years by a
succession of  sp i r i tua l  d i rectors,  too lengthy to record in  th is  br ie f  h is tory.  Specia l
ment ion should be made,  however,  of  the abid ing f r iendship shown to Rosal ie  Hal l
over  many years by Fr .  John Moss,  who was a lways avai lable to both the young women
and the s is ters,  fu l f i l l ing a wide range of  thei r  sp i r i tua l  needs.

With i tsspi r i tua l  foundat ion st rong,  Rosal ie  Hal l facesthef inal  decadeof  thetwent ieth
century wi th great  ant ic ipat ion,  under the dynamic leadership of  Sr .  Th6rdse Bonne-
v i l l e .

"Sr .  Th6rbse a lways knows how to f ind what  is  needed,"  is  the evaluat ion expressed
by one of  her  fe l low execut ive d i rectors in  the f ie ld of  Cathol ic  Char i t ies.

" l  wish the above statement  were t rue,"  is  Sr .  Th6rdse's  reply .  " l f  i t  were,  we would
not  have a hal f -mi l l ion dol lar  debt  hanging over  our  heads fo l lowing th is  la test
expansion and renovat ion pro ject .  But  we bravely went  ahead wi th i t ,  conf ident  that
once again we would come out  a l l  r ight  i f  i t  was Cod's wi l l .

"We really wanted to offer the best of services under the best of conditions to young
single mothers and thei r  ch i ldren.  And we wanted to adapt  to the changing needs.

"We f i rmly bel ieve in  the specia l  mandate and miss ion we received f rom the Church
in 

' l  
B4B ' to  serve the s ingle mother  in  cr is is  dur ing and af ter  pregnancy,  and to serve

he r  ch i l d . 'A l so ,  we  t ru l y  be l i eve  i n  t he  d ign i t y  o f  l i f e . "

Sr .  Th6rdse's  message sums up succinct ly  the whole evolut ion of  the progress of
Rosal ie  Hal l f rom i ts  f i rs t  years as St .  Mary 's  Infants 'Home on Bond Street  to  i ts  new
direct ions in to the 1990's and even into the twentv- f i rs t  centurv.

lmportant  as Sr .  Th6rdse's  s tatement  is ,  however,  i t  is  s t i l l  the young women
themselves and thei r  babies who today,  as in  191 4,  are at  the heart 's  core of  Rosal ie
Hal l .  Appropr iate ly  then,  Sedan,  the s ingle mother  whose remarks in t roduced th is
informal  h is tory,  should a lso have the last  word:

" l  would recommend Rosal ie  Hal l  to  any s ingle person who f inds hersel f  pregnant .
Here you are not 'a lone and pregnant , '  but  you are par t  of  a lov ing and car ing fami ly .
I  love you a l l ,  l ' l l  never  forget  you.  Keep Tiara and me in your  prayers.  We' l l  be back
to v is i t .  Cod b less."

Trust plus love
equals
Rosalie Hall
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ST. MARY'

Mother de la Nat iv i t6
(Mar ie-Rosal  ie Cadron iet t6)

Foundress of  the Miser icordia Sisters
(1 794- 1 864\

Sr.  du St  Coeur de Mar ie
First  super ior  of  St .  Mary 's Infants '  Home

191 4

1 9 1 8
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1 959
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1 9 7 7

1 981

Motherhouse of  the Miser icordia Sisters,
Mon t rea l .  Quebe t



SUPERIORS AND ADMINISTRATORS OF
ST. MARY'S INFANTS' HOME (1914 - 1956) AND ROSALIE HALL (1956 - 1989)

r  de Mar ie
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1948

1  9 5 9

1 9 7 6
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198. r

Sr.  du St  Coeur de Mar ie,  s .m.

Sr.  Ste Eudoxie,  s .m.

S r .  Mar ie  de  l a  Merc i ,  s .m .

Sr.  St  Georges,  s .m.

Mother  Ste B6atr ice,  s .m.

Sr.  Ste Solange,  s . - .

S r .  S t  R6mi ,  s .m .

Sr.  Mar ie de l 'Ange Guardien,  s .m.

Sr.  Mar ie Madele ine (Armande Tremblay) ,  s . -

Sr .  Marguer i te  Tremblay,  s .m.

S r .  Marce l l e  D ionne ,  s .m .

Sr.  Huguet te Beauchamp, s .m.

Sr.  Th6rbse Bonnevi l le ,  s . - .
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This crest  expresses in  a symbol ic  way
the works of  the

Miser icord ia Sisters of  Montreal

The three roses denote the LOVE and COMPASSION which character izes the works
of  the Miser icord ia Sisters.  The lef t  s ide of  the crest  is  of  azure colour ,  symbol iz ing
Nobi l i ty .  The let ter  "M",  enr iched in gold,  speaks of  the maternal  protect ion of  Mary;
"M" is  a lso the in t ia l  le t ter  of  the name of  the order .  The r ight  s ide of  the crest ,  s i lver
in colour  wi th a broken reed,  represents a l l  who come for  help and guidance in t imes
of  cr is is .  Oak branches are the emblem of  the courage and st rength of  a Chr is t ian.

Derel i cti s Miser i cord i a means
COMPASSION OF THE HEART FOR THOSE IN NEED

and this is the sisters '  motto.
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