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Following in the footsteps of their saintlg

foundress, Mother Gamelin, the Sisterc of Prou-
idence continue to be whereuer there is anguish
to soothe or distress to relieue, Suffecing hu-

manitg from the uadle to the tomb theg have

adopted as their portion. To abandonned
infants theg haue giuen a refuge; for oryhans
theg haue prouided material bread and the
bread of the spirit.

They haoe opened houses to receiue all
c/asses of the unfortunate. Theg teach deaf-

mute children how to speak, and keep in their
institution those who have no home,to which
to teturn. Theg set free the imprisoned intel-
Iigence of the blind-deaf-mutes. Theg are the
Iight of reason and the rectitude of will of those
uictims of a cruel affliction which depdves them
of the use of their intelligence and theit will.
Theg haue houses where all human shipwrecks

find shelter and assistance, In the many hos-
pitals theg dbect theg provide the sick with the
most modern scientific care.

.Theg teach the aged how to die well, watch-
ing and praging at their bedsides, closing their
eyes to all the soffows of life, after theg haue
giuen them the hope of joys euerlasting in their
true fatherland.

The work of La Soupe prouides for the home-
Iess and wandering a substantial meal,

What miserg, in a word, is not solaced by the
deuotedness of the Daughters of Mother Game-
lin? Their charitg in action is the fruit of the
sacrifices of alt their religious group, those
unknown soldierc of the great army which,
since 1843, has fought the good fight of Christ,
caring for the poor, the wretched, the disin-

herited of humanitg.

The visit of the poor and the sick in their
homes placates those who haue a grieuance
against societg. It is a rampart against the
communism that alwags menaces great centers
which are the rcndezuous of so mang pihysical
and moral miseries.

From the beginning, moreouer, the Sisters
of Prouidence haue been in demand as teachers
when the needs of the parishes haue required it.
Todag their grade schoo/s haoe a splendid
reputation and one might cite at least fiue which
take first rank as preparctory schools for the
classical colleges.

Your history is a maruel of charitg and of
deuotedness,

From her home in heauen Mother Gamelin
must be gazing down louingly and happilg on
the works of which she was the foundress, of
which the most admirable, in mg estimatio'n, arc
the Institution for Deaf-Mutes, St. John of God
Hospital, and Sacred Ifeart Hospital, Cartier-
ville.

Mother Gamelin, with Bishop Bourget,

founded a work whose hour of destiny had
come. It was in the year 184j. And at that
time in our historg there was a verg marked
religious impulse.

In the month of October, 1942, the Canadian
Societg fot Catholic Church Historg held its
ninth official conuention at St. Hyacinthe. The
central topic of studg was: the religious teflds-
cence of French Canada from 1840 to 1845.

There was a renascence. It follouts that there
were misedes to redress. These werc set forth;
but only to show in bold relief "the uision and
the accomplishment of the rebuilders. Great as

Oon l/oolznl l/nott €fu,
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were the defects, all the guarantees of renewal

werc alreadg operatiue in 1840," (Canon Lionel

Groulx).

In the fuont rank of the workers in 1840 was

the goung Bishop of Montreal.

"The force of his perconalitg," continues

Canon Groulx, "will leaue its strong imprint
on his cleryg, his people, and, one may add,

on his province and on his era. With his ardent
soul and his flaming energg one is puzzled

whether to classifg him as a contemplatiue or as

a man of action, Lacking a profound culture,

he get was dowered with a ttemendous gift of

intuition; he was weak and he uas strong; he
was gentlg obstinate, get humble and magnan-
imous; modest, timid, get greatlg daring; neuer

more at his ease than in directing great enter-
pdses; all compact of contrasts, but.o[ contrasts
so balanced that the result was a harmonious
personalitg, radiant, triumphant. His' were all
the gifts that make a great leadbr; aII the vir-
tues that make a greall saint."

This was the bishop who with Mother Game-
Iin was to found the Institute of the Sisfers
of Providence. The imptint of his spirit is in-
deliblg stamped 'on the work. Both he and
Mother Gamelin wished to stabilize the works
of charitg begun bg the ladies of societg of
Montreal, the prelate realizing that his collab-
orator perfectlg underctood the poor and their
physical miseries,

From the time of Mgr. Bourget's uisit to

Rome in 18:11, he had made arrangements with
the Daughters of St. Vincent de Paul to assume
the direction of the works of Madame Gamelin
and the other Ladies of Chadtg. He then set
to work to build them a suitable house, the
corner stone of which was blessed on Mag 10,
1842.

In 1843, Bishop Bourget did not hesitate to
go himself fuom door to door in his episcopal
citg soliciting alms for this rcfuge of the poor.

And then suddenlg came the news that the
Daughters of Charitg would not be able to
accept the Montreal foundation.

Bishop Bourget now took the momentous
decision of founding his own communitg of
charitg. This is the event gou are celebtating,
the euent you haue set forth in detail in the
history of your Institute,

You have recollected gourseloes "to weigh
the past and take measutes for the future," in
the words of Bishop Bourget.

In memorg gou assist at the religious clothing
of the first seuen nouices. How many similar
scenes haue been enacted since that dag one
mag judge from the figures gou give for March
25, 1943 : one hundred twentg establishments
of the Institute of Providence scattered through-
out twenty-nine dioceses and three vicariates
apostolic of Canada and the United States (in-
cluding two houses in Alaska).

Professed Sisters to the number of 3474 ex-
ercise their devotedness toward the poor, the
sick, the little ones of Cfuist.

There are ninety-seuen nouices deueloping
in their souls the love of Christ in His poor and
making their apprenticeship of the Christian
virtues in the religious state, while fifty-nine
postulants arc preparing to walk in the foot-
steps of their predecessors.

You haue sketched the outstanding euents in
the history of your Institute, Those who haoe
not read the six volumes abeadg published will
learn the statute to which the souls of women
can grow in the exercise of charitg, how great
the number of unfoftunate theg can shelter in
their hearts. It is because theg had saints for
founders and that they have preserued their
pristine spirit of simplicitg in their charitg and
deuotedness,

Theb works haue developed in the strong
sunshine of that charitg of which their mother
gaoe so beautiful an example. The ardent flame
of her sou/ is the torch which " Iost nothing of
its heat or its light while enkindling other tor-
ches at her hearth." How carcfullg, too, she
guided her companions on the pathwag of the
religious life. Vocations multiplied, and the
Institute grew in strength. It had its trials, for
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such is human life. But the oak becomes the
morc deeplg rooted in the eailh the more
stronglg its branches are lashed bg the tempest.
It needs to draw from the soil a morc abun-
dant sustenance to stand fbmlg against the
winds that threaten it.

A communitg, in order to prosper, must plunge
its roots deep in the rcligious spirit, which is
none other than the spirit of Christ, Each dag
it must rccall its identification with Christ in
order that it mag think like Christ, that it may
desire what Christ desires. It must be on earth
a docile instrument in the hands ol Chdst, the
beloued Head of the grand Mgstical Body.

Permit me to conclude uith this prager :

Lord lesus, who in the course of the first

centurg of the historg of the Institute of the
Sisfers of Charitg of Providence hast accorded
so mang signal graces of presercation and pro-
tection to this foundation of Bishop Bourget and
Mother Gamelin, deign to continue Your bene-
fits, to shower upon it the benediction's which
fructifg euery apostolate. Mag Our Ladg of
Seuen Dolors, whom Mother Gamelin and her
Sisfers learned to invoke, protect and guide all
the religious in their high calling, that of louing
the poor as lesus did, of cadng for the unfor-
tunate as lesus did, of forgetting self as Jesus
did.

Ad multa et faustissima saecula !

Pnruppe Pnnnlrn, p.A., v.c.
Ecclesiastical Superior.

o
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PART ONE

T/rn /et,ton! tl tle Fott

"I trust that at the end of each quarter-
century, the Communitg will enter into
itself to scrutinize the past and foresee
the future."

BtsHop IcNlrtus BouncBr



CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE -

MorHnn Geuertx,
Foundress of the Institute of Providence

( 1800-1851 )
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OF PROVIDENCE

ONE HUNDRED

It is the morning o[ March 25, 1843,
the feast of the Annunciation. In the
simple oratory of a modest dwelling thirty
aged and infirm women, and seven
novices are on their knees. They are
praying.

The humble chapel, despite its poverty
and lack of all decoration, has yet a festive
aspect. It is an expectant gladness which
seems to hover in the verv air. What is
about to take place ?

At the altar, a bishop, assisted by two
priests, is celebrating the Holy Sacrifice.
The strains of the Veni Creator, just in-
toned by the officiant, still linger in the
holy place.

A choir of young girls is now singing.
The only guests are a few relatives and
intimate friends. There is no space for
more !

After the Communion of the celebrant
the seven novices approach the Holy
Table to receive the bread of heaven.
Hardly have they finished their thanks-
giving when the Bishop, turning toward
them after the last Gospel, addresses
them these remarkable words r

"As the archangel Gabriel announced
to Mary the mystery of the Incarnation,
so I, as representative of the Church, an-
nounce to you that you are chosen to care
for the poor, to be their mothers. More-
over, as the angel said to Mary, 

'Fear

not,' so I say to you : "Fear not, little
flock. Grace will never fail you.

"You will have crosses; you may ex-
pect them.

"You have no mistress of novices, but
I place you in the care of the Blessed Vir-
gin. She will, I hope, consent to be your
mistress. In your sufferings, /our cor-
tradictions, your anxieties, have recourse

YEARS AGO.. .

to this good Mother; I confidently leave
you blone with this august Mistress."

And as the seven novices, bearing
their lighted candles, fell on their knees,
the bishop in their name recited an act of
consecration to the Holy Virgin.

It was the first ceremony of taking the
religious habit of the Sisters of Provi-
dence. It took place at the Yellow House
and was presided over by His Lordship
Ignatius Bourget, second bishop of Mon-
treal, founder of our Institute,

It was March 25, 1843.
It was one hundred years ago. . . .

o

A GREAT ANXIETY

It is not unusual for founders of re-
ligious orders to experience in their souls
a kind of death-agony at the precise mo-
ment when they inaugurate their work.

The holy Reformer of Carmel, at the
first religious vesture, at the Monastery
of St. ]oseph oI Avila, asked herself in
anxiety : "Will these religious I have just
received ever be able to live happily in
such a strict enclosure ? Will thev have
the necessaries of lif.e? Is tr"t this
foundation a mad undertaking ?" St.
Teresa describes in detail this anguish
and adds : "A soul in its last agony can-
not suffer more than I did. It was, I can
testify, one of the most painful moments
of my life." (Autobiogrcphy of St. Te-
resa, Ch. 36 ) .

A like bitterness overwhelmed the
soul of Bishop Bourget at the moment
when he gave his first Daughters of
Charity their investiture as servants of
the poor. It seems to have been a pang of

. 1 9 .



CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Mcn. IcNertus Bouncsr
Bishop of Montreal and founder

of the Institute of Providence

(r799-1885)
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OF PROVIDENCE

the most piercing intensity according to
his own description :

"We declare to you here, our very
dear Daughters, that no day of our hfl
has ever made so vivid an impression on
our heart. It seemed to be pierced with
the sharp point of the sword that trans-
fixed the amiable heart of Marv. It is,

cording to human judgment, what scorn
will be heaped upon them ! Even in the
light of faith, this foundation may seem,
to say the least, either too premature or
highly imprudent. . .' For my part, it
seemed to me that I did not so much dread
the blame I might deserve as the appre-
hension I felt for you if, after having put

At the left: first refuge opened in 1328,

moreover, an agony that has never passed
away." (Mandate of March 13, 1850).

"I think the most poignant day of my
life was that on which I gave you the
holy habit. When I saw you at the foot
of the little altar, that altar of vour im-
molation, I was overwhelmed- bv the
thought : 

'What 
is going to become of

these good Daughters ? Should their
enterprise fail, as seems inevitable ac'

At the dght :  second refuge opened in 1831.

your hand to the plough, you should look
backward. My heart was torn at the
thought of your uncertain future." (Let-
ter to Mother Caron, April 2, 1856).

Great sorrows are fruitful. As hap-
pened with St. Teresa in her reform of
Carmel, this was the coin with which
Bishop Bourget bought the .abundant
blessings which heaven lavished on his
enterprise.

. 2 1  .



CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

A FORTUNATE
DISAPPOINTMENT

Our Institute was founded on a disap-
pointed hope. Some frustrations, then,
have happy results, as we shall see.

At the epoch of which we speak,
1825-1850, many Montreal ladies of the
most prominent families made it a duty
and an honor to care for the poor. Out-
standing among these was the future
foundress o[ the Sisters of Providence,
Madame Gamelin.

Not content with visiting the poor and
sick in their homes, she undertook the
entire care of a group of aged and infirm
women. By 1840, her little refuge rum-
bered already thirty-two protrigr6es, vary-
ing in age from seventy to ninety years.
Already Madame Gamelin had, with
sublime disinterestedness, thrown into the
venture all her modest means. She then
obtained, from her relatives and friends,
help for the support of her work.

Her enterprise secured the sympathy
of the public. The diocesan bishop, Mgr.
Bourget, actively interested himself in the
work, and to secure its stability, decided
to confide it to the Daughters of Charity
of St. Vincent de Paul.

|ust as arrangements seemed happily
completed, the Bishop learned that the
French religious had found it impossible
to undertake an establishment in Mon-
treal. It was an abrupt set-back to his
cherished plans.

This frustration was the more embar-
rassing as the construction of new euav
ters for the work, the Asile of Providence,
was progressing rapidly, and who was to
take charge of it when completed ? More-
over the enthusiasm of the Ladies of
Charity and of the public was running
high, and it was urgent that this zeal
should meet no check.

The courageous prelate soon rallied
from his set-back and decided to take the

daring step of founding at Montreal it-
self a diocesan community of Sisters o[
Charity.

Thus does our Institute owe its origin
to a disappointment / Rebuffs have their
value. They sometimes serve, in the de-
signs of Providence, for the realization of
great deeds, if we could but regard them
in the light of faith;'' '

Apparition of the Blessed Virgin to
Catherine Labour6,

HISTORY OF THE RELIGIOUS
COSTUME

A word of explanation of the ac-
companying picture is necessary, lt rep-
resents Blessed Catherine Labour6, when,
as a novice of the Daughters of St.
Vincent de Paul, she was favored with
an apparition of the Blessed Mother who
enjoined her to have the Miraculous
Medal struck.

a
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OF PROVIDENCE

A picture similar to this vignette is
preserved in our archives, but nobody
knows exactly how it came to be there.
Bishop Bourget may have brought it from
Paris when he was negotiating with the
Daughters of Charity for a foundation in
Montreal. When this project came to

nothing and he resolved to found his work
provisionally, he adopted this model for
his future novices after consultation with
Mother Gamelin. It was then his inten-
tion that his novices would one day take
their ranks with the Daughters of St.
Vincent de Paul.

This costume consisted of a habit of

Costume of novices (1943) - Novitiate - Mother House

slate gray serge, a skirt of black serge, a
short cape of white linen, a garniture of
white muslin, two and a half inches wide,
adjusted in plaits. Two fanons of white
linen, four inches wide, were fastened to
the white linen cape at the back and
fell three inches below it: a black cincture

completed the costume.
On December 25, 1852, the novices

of Providence changed the gray habit for
a black one.

On |anuary 3, 1874, for motives of
economy, they ceased to wear the white
cape and fanons, adopting instead the
black cape of the professed Sisters. At

. 2 3 .



CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

the same time the pleated garniture was
changed to the form in use today.

Then on the fiftieth anniversarv of
the founding of the Institute, on March
25, 1893, the white cape and fanons were
restored. In consequence, the present
costume of the novices is like that our
Mother Foundresses wore during their
novitiate, except for the color of the dress
and cape which were then gray, and a
slight modification of the garniture.

No/e. - The professed Sisters of the
Institute also woie the gray habit until
March, 1853, when they adopted btrack
for the.costume and cape. The change
was made because of the difficulty of
securing gray material different in shade
from that worn bv the Grav Nuns. The
modification was made with the approval
of Bishop Bourget. The cut of the cos-
tume has not varied since the first profes-
sion.

Novitiate, Seattle, Washington

. 2 4 .



OF PROVIDENCE

It has a history and a very interesting
one, this Maison laune which was the
cradle of our Institute.

Before its occupancy by Madame
Gamelin and her old people this building
had long been the resort of the young
rowdies of the vicinity. Finally it came
into possession of Mr. Olivier Berthelet,
a Montreal financier, who shortly after
paid a visit to the reluge of Madame
Gamelin situated on St. Philip Street.

As was usual, the good old ladies
willingly chatted with their guest; and
one of them, gifted with tact and felicity
of phrase, remarked to him : "But, Mon-
sieur, you who have many houses could
give us one if you wished !"

The response was not long delayed.
When he left, the charitable visitor was
poorer by one house in this world and
richer in his mansion of eternity.

The Yellow House, so called because
of its color, had need of alterations and
repairs. It was a two-story structure,
quite spacious but very dilapidated :
doors without locks or latches; windows
lacking glass or sashes. A workman did
the greater repairs at the cost of the
donor.

To save expense, Mlle. Madeleine
Durand, Madame Gamelin's assistant at
the St. Philip Street refiuge, wished to
paint the interior woodwork, putty the
windows, and do the cleaning. Accom-
panied by two or three of the most active
old women, she remained there two
weeks, enduring the cold, eating cold
Iunches so as not to waste time in the
kitchen, and trembling at the thought o[
the insults to which their isolation ex,
posed them.

At the end of April the building was
habitable and on Muy 3, 1836, the

THE YELLOW HOUSE

twenty-four old ladies of the refuge were
there installed. This is the story of mov-
ing day as told by Mlle. Durand, who
later became one of the foundresses of
the Community taking the name of Sister
Vincent.

Three carters were engaged to trans-
fer the personnel and furniture of the
Hospice to their new dwelling, their
wages to be paid in the coin of heaven.
Under the circumstances this was a big
donation, for at that time St. Catherine
Street was not paved; it was even a veri-
table bog in places. That day a persistent
rain had made the roads impassable; the
transfer, however, could not be post-
poned, so it was necessary to face the
task.

The carts were loaded with great
care, but that did not prevent the jo"lting
of the vehicles from breaking and damag-
ing the poor furnishings ind utensiis.
Furniture tumbled about, packages rolled
in the mud, and the rain continued to fall
steadily until everything was soaked.

On its final tiip oire of the trucks
broke, depositing three old ladies in a
muddy pool. This happened, fortunately,
not far from the new home, and the pas-
sengers completed the journey on the
sturdy_ backs of the drivers, sustaining
from their mud bath no mishap except i
slight cold. . A glass of hot punch con-
quered the chills and they soon forgot the
miseries of the day just ended.

The new dwelling, the repairs once
completed, was relatively comfortable. It
measured about fifty by thirty feet. The
first floor rdras occupied by the chapel, an
apartment for the infirm, some small
rooms; the parlor and kitchen were in an
annex. On the second floor were the
quarters of the more active old ladies, the

. 2 5 .
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THE INSTITUTEENARY OF

same room serving both as dormitory and
refectorv.

The-furnishings of the Yellow House
in 1843 would be todav a collector's de-
light. Except for some furniture and
utensils brought from Madame Game-
lin's former home, the fittings consisted
of a weird collection of outmoded articles.

In spite of its cozy appearance, the
humble refuge could boast little that was

.At tlrc /cfr : The Yellow House

not poor and antiquated. The dormito-
ries in particular were the abodes of pov-
erty. They consisted of folding beds and
wooden box-like washstands, painted
brown. The beds had mattresses filled
with straw or feathers, and pillows. The
coverings were patch-work quilts made
of tiny scraps of calico of various colors,
donated by the stores.

Adloining the apartments o[ the aged
was an oratory, whose chief attraction

was a petit l,6sus in wax, beloved of all
the children of the neighborhood, who
often came to admire the smile of the little
fesus of the Hospice.

What availed it, however, to have a
little ]esus of wax ? It was the |esus of
the Tabernacle that the inmates yearned
to see taking up His abode with them.

Toward the end of the vear 1841,
Bishop Bourget visited theYellow House,

At the ilght : Providence Asile in 18t13

in whose work he took a keen interest.
Two old women, one blind, the other
crippled, threw themselves on their knees
and asked him to have Mass at least on
Sundays, since most of them were unable
to go to the church.

Touched with compassion, the holy
Bishop granted this favor not only for
Sundays, but for week-days as well. He
selected himsell the room io be used as a
chapel and granted the privilege of re-
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OF PROVIDENCE

serving there the Blessed Sacrament dur-
ing the months of March and May, and
during the novenas preparatory to the
principal feasts.

When they learned of the great favor
accorded to Madame Gamelin and her
poor, the religious of the Hotel Dieu, of
the Congregation of Notre Dame, and of
the General Hospital (the Gray Nuns)
hastened to send the vestments and linens
for the service of the altar.

The first Mass was celebrated at the
Yellow House, December 13, 1841. At
the close of that day, Madame Gamelin,
in token of gratitude to heaven for so
great a {avor, organized a guard of honor
to keep watch day and night, each time

they had the happiness of having the
Divine Master under their roof.

A happy destiny for this poor house,
formerly the abode of rowdyism and sin,
but now a retgeat of charity, prayer, and
recollection, the tabernacle of the Holy
God !

When, in 1843, the personnel took up
their permanent residence at the new
Providence Asile, the Yellow ltlouse was
rented. Toward four o'clock on the
morning of October 12, 1844., the build-
ing was destroyed by fire. The Sisters
wept at seeing the destruction of this
dwelling which had witnessed their birth
into the religious life.

Present Mother House (1943)
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THE CRADLE OF THE INSTITUTE

Let us try to reconstruct the life of the
first novices in the cradle of the Institute.
We are not left to simple conjecture. In
her HIstoRy oF THE INSTrrurE, Mother
Mary Antoinette describes for us the
occupations of the personnel of the
Yellow House: a life of work, o[ prayer,
and of Charity. This was the portion of
the first novices o{ the Institute, as it was
to be henceforth the portion of all suc-
ceeding Sisters of Providence.

Wonr. - There was much work to
be done in the little Refuge which was
very poor, the alms received not being
su{ficient for the maintenance of the per-
sonnel.

One room on the second floor was
used as a workroom. It had cards for
combing wool, spinning-wheels, skein-
reels, a warping frame, and a loom for
weaving rag-gart.1t, druggets, and
homespuns. Sometimes, even, tradition
says, the famous ceintures fldchees were
fashioned there.

All the aged ladies who were not
entirely crippled helped in the different
works. Some spun. the prepared wool,
some frayed out scraps.of cloth to be used
in making yarn, some cut the long strips of
material to be used in weaving rag-rugs,
others knitted; still others made bags and
various useful articles.

Mlle. Durand, who was both milliner
and seamstress, made dresses and other
articles of clothing which had a ready
sale. As this was before the advent of
the sewing-machine, all the work was
done by hand.

In this same workshop, wheat straw
was braided in many styles, with three,
with four, with seven, or even more
strands. These braids, often made in lacy
and scalloped patterns, Mlle. Durand

then fashioned into hats; she bleached
them with sulphur, trimmed them taste-
fully, but sold them at a low price -
doubtless because they lacked the hall-
mark of importation.

Moreover, an exquisite cleanliness
reigned at the Yellow House. The walls
were whitewashed once or twice a yeag
the floors were scrubbed on hands and
knees at least once a week; the wood-
work and furniture, which no varnish
protected, were frequently washed; the
cast-iron stoves were polished. There
were besides the great washings, which
in summer often took place at the river
bank. Such were the regular household
tasks.

Let us add to the exercise of other
industries the making of soap and
candles, also the preparation for bazaars,
and we shall have an idea of the amount
of work accomplished in Madame Game-
lin's little Refuge.

Such was the life into which the new
novices were initiated on the morrow of
their vesture.

Pnavrn. - Apprenticeship to the
religious life has another aspect more
essential than that of exterior works; it
is the life of union with God through
prayer. In the Rule which Bishop Bour-
get gave his daughters, he specified the
time to be allotted daily to meditation and
Mass, to spiritual reading and particular
examen, to vocal prayers and hodrs of
silence. On their part also, the aged in-
mates spent much time in the chapel. And
it was a pleasure to see their devoted
attendance on Our Lord when the little
oratory of the Yellow House possessed
the Real Presence.

The various employments were often
accompanied by prayers, recited or sung.
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Madame Gamelin had a musical voice
and she used it to exploit the treasures of
her heavenly Father for the profit of her
Asile. She taught her charges simple
hymns and loved to sing with them. The
other Sisters gladly joined their voices
with those of their good old women.

So during the tasks of spinning and
knitting the sound o[ hymns might be

ceived daily instructions on the religious
life and on the methods of prayer and
examen. These conferences were given
either by Bishop Bourget or by Canon
Prince.

When the chapel at Providence Asile
was opened for public worship, religious
feasts were celebrated there with great
solemnity. The month of Mary, the ex-

heard. Whether to dispel the clouds of
sorrow, to implore the protection of
heaven, to solicit spiritual or temporal
favors, they sang in unison the praises of
Providence, with the certitude of being
heard.

Besides the exercises of piety pre-
scribed bv their Rule, the noviceS re-

Mgr. |onN CHenr-rs PnrNce, co'founder

position of holy relics loaned for a brief
time to the Providence, a novena pre-
paratory to a special feast were events
which came in their turn to stimulate the
fervor of the new novices and to strength-
en their design of consecrating them-
selves to God.

On August 23, 1843, Bishop Bourget
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celebrated Mass at the church o{ Provi-
dence, after which he announced that
henceforth he granted the privilege of
reserving the Blessed Sacrament there
permanently. The declaration was
greeted with tears of happiness.

To live under the same roof with Our
Lord, to work under his glance, to suffer
with Him, to visit Him in His tabernacle,
was it not already the hundredfold prom-
ised to those who forsake all to follow
Him. It seemed to these souls of good
will that henceforth no task could be pain-
ful. The words of their bishop-founder
strengthened them in this conviction.
"Oui Lord in the Blessed Sacrament,"
he said to them, "will be your director.
In your sufferings, your doubts, your
worries, you will come to draw from'this
source all the graces, the succors of
which you will have need."

CHanrtv. - The exercise of chari-
ty towards the poor completed the
program of work and prayer'assigned to
the 

-new 
novices : charity to the forty

poor sheltered in their house; charity to-
wards the outside poor.

Toward the end of. 1843, the novices
were initiated into the work of visiting
the sick in their homes : the poor, to assist
them, the rich, to console them and to ap-
peal to their charity in favor of their
needy brethren. Each morning, two or
three Sisters set out, often accompanied
by u Lady of Charity. They carried
baskets on" their arms, as is still the
custom, to beg in the different quarters
of the city, food and alms for their sick
and poor. Sister Gamelin was often of
the party. Her long experience in the
works of charity enabled her to guide
her companions in this painful and ardu-
ous ministry so new to them. She formed
them, with maternal kindness, to the vari-
ous tasks of a Daughter of Charity.

Each Monday during the winter
season took place at Providence Asile

the distribution of the alms, in money and
goods, received for the poor.

The program of these distributions
had a certain solemnity. First there was
the Holy Sacrifice at which the poor as-
sisted, as well as the Ladies of Charity

Main altar of the chapel, Providence Asile

and the Sisters. This was followed by a
reliqious instruction. Then came the
disiribution of the bread, meat, fish, po-
tatoes, onions, peas, oatmeal, shoes, and
clothing.
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The charity exercised by the budding
Community brought it an amazing pres-
tige. Its reputation extended throughout
the diocese and far beyond, to such an
extent that it was impossible to receive
the poor who flocked there from all parts.
In order to forestall their inevitable disap-
pointment and to spare the Sisters the
sorrow of refusing them, a notice was

placed in the Mdlanges Religieux:''Providence Asile, already filled to ca-
pacity, will not be able for several months
to receive any more applicants."

It was thus that in work, prayer, and
charity, the first Sisters of Providence
traced the route for all the generous souls
who were to follow in their footsteps,
even to this Centenary year and beyond.

Novitiate garden, Seattle, Washington
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FIRST RELIGIOUS PROFESSION

It was the memorable dav of March
29, 184.4, feast of the Compassion of
Mary !

That morning the ceremony did not
take place at the Maison laune, but at
Providence Asile.which had been opened
the preceding May. The still unfinished
chapel was crowded with those who had
come to assist at the first profession of
the Sisters of Providence.

The Mass was celebrated bv Monsei-
gneur Bourget. At the Gradual, one of

, the attendant priests advanced toward
the sanctuary rail and inton ed the Pru-
dentes Virgines. It was the signal for
the seven novices to advance procession-
ally holding lighted candles in their hands
and singing the Laetatus sum. Each one
was preceded by a little girl, representing
the orphans; each supported on her right
an aged poor woman. And in turn, eich
lovice yy?l supported on her left by a
Lady of Charity.

The spectacle caused in the congrega-
tion a profound emotion.

The  B ishop  f i r s t  add ressed  h i s
daughters inquiring what they came to
s9_licit. They answered that it was fesus
Christ they sought and that they wished
to serve the poor. This dialogue termi-
nated with the collective oblatlon of the
seven novices.

Before the emission of the vows. the
Bishop proceeded to the canonical e,
rection of the Institute by a special man-
date which was then read aloud.

The novices, two by two, then three
together, now pronounced the vows of
religion; next they placed the formula of
the vows in the hands of the prelate who
in turn placed them on the altar.

Monseigneur Bourget then blessed
the headdresses of the newly-professed

who received them and kissed them with
respect. Accompanied by their Ladies of
honor they retired to clothe themselves
in the i r  new l ivery and return ing,
prostrated themselves before the altar to
receive the benediction prescribed by the
Pontifical.

These prayers were followed by an
impressive ceremony. The aged patient
received from the hands of the Bishop
the silver ring and placed it on the finger
of the professed accompanying her, say-
ing to her : "Remember, Sister, that to-
5lay you become the servant of the poor."
The Lady of Honor in her turn received
the silver cross and placed it on the neck
of the professed saying : "Remember,
Sister, that it is in union and charity we
must assist the poor."

At this moment, evidently foreseen,
the Ladies presented a generous alms to
the religious, who, each in turn, placed it
in the hands of the aged proteg6e by her
side, the latter delighted at this largesse.

These ceremonies completed, Mon-
seign_eur proceeded with the offering of
the Holy Sacrifice, during which-the
Sisters, together with all their attendants,
received Holy Communion. At the end

'of ".Mass, the celebrant, accompanied by
the clergy, wedt to the side aitar at the
right where a beautiful statue of the
Blessed Virgin had been installed. There
he recited in the name of the Sisters an
act of consecration to Marv, intoned the
Te Deum, and gave the solemn bene-
diction. The procession now left the
chapel singing the Ecce Quam Bonum.

Our Community had just taken its
official place in the Church. It was com-
posed of seven professed : Mother
Gamelin, the foundress; Sister Agathe
Sene (Sister Zotique); Sister Emelii Ca-
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ron; Sister Madeleine Durand (Sister
Vincent); Sister |ustine Michon (Sister
Mary of Seven Dolors ) ; Sister Margue-
rite Thibodeau (Sister Immaculate Con-
ception ) ; and Sister Victoire Larocque.

When Monseigneur Bourget, at an
assembly of the Ladies of Charity, Oc-
lober 16, 184.1, had announced his proj-
ect of bringing to Montreal the Daugh-
ters of Charity of Paris, the Melanges

r.{GR. BOURGET AND OUR
FOUNDRESS MOTHERS

a

Above : Mother Vincent, Mgr. Bour-
get, Mother Immaculate Concep-
110n.

Centec : Mother Caron, Mother Ga-
melin, Mother Zotigue.

Belou': Mother Larocgue, Mother
Mary of Seven Dolors.

In the circle : Yellow House where the
first religious vesture took place:
right, Providence Asile in 1844, al
the time of the first profession.

. Below: The Asile with additions.

Four novices and two postulants com-
pleted the personnel who cared for forty
aged and infirm women, without neg-
lecting the visit of the poor and the sick
in their homes.

Religieux had written : "All this may ap-
pear at first a very insignificant event, a
meeting of. a dozen members, together
with about thirty poor and infirm women
praying together with their pastor. Ap-
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parently it is guite
devotion. Do not be
greater significance
have there the germ

an ordinary act of
deceived: there is a

than appears. We
of a great haruest;

we haue there the cradle of an admirable
enterpfise, the beginning of a great work,
We have there the 'foundation of a
mighty edifice. In religion, all that is

great and holy begins thus in prayer and
humility. Look at Bethlehem ! Look at
the Cenacle !"

The accomplishment of this pre-

SUPERIORS GENERAL DURING
THE FIRST CENTURY

a

l. Mother Gamelin (1844-1851\; 2.
Mother Caron ( 1851-1858, 1872-1878) ;
3. Mother Philomene (1858-1872); 4
Mother Amable (1878-1886); 5. Moth-
er Mary Godfrey (1886-1898); 6.
Mother Mary Antoinette ( 1898-1910) ;
7. Mother Mary fulian (1910-1922) t
8. Mother Amarine (1922-1934); 9

Mother Praxedes of Providence
( 1934-.... .. .\ .

diction began to dawn on the morning of
March 29, 1844, with the canonical
erection of the Community of the Sisters
of Charity of Providence of Montreal !
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A PRECIOUS DOCUMENT

How precious in our eyes is the docu-
ment by which our venerated founder
canonically erected our Community, on
the day of the first profession, March
29 .1844 .

Let us admire these significant pas-
sages :

. We were conuinced that Go,d
wished this work

all hope had vanished of having the
Daughters of Charity of Paris.

"We were convinced that God wont-
ed this work ! . . ." Oh, what strength one
feels when one is acting in accordance
with the divine will ! But the prudent
founder wished his Daughters to'hurru no
illusions as to the kind of life awaiting
them :

"More than a year has passed," he
told them, "in the exercise of the duties
of the'rbligious life. We have not con-
cealFd from you the trials and sufferings
of this life truly painful to nature whiih
you desire to lead'. . ."

St. Vincent de Paul

What are these trials and sufferings ?
Certainly there will be many trials ihat
cannot be foreseen, since the desiqns of
God vary with different souls. But"there
are others which form an integral part of

Oun Laoy oF coMpAssroN
First patroness of the Institute

This conviction gave to Monseigneur
Bourget great courage and an indlfect-
ible confidence in Providence, a courage
and confidence which inspired the di-
cision to found a diocesan Institute, when
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a particular way of life; and these latter
Monseigneur Bourget enumerates with
precision : "For your whole life you must
renounce the world and all its joys to be-
come the spouses of fesus Christ and the
servants of the poor. You are not blindly
making your choice, for you have learned

St. Elizabeth of Hungary

by personal experience that henceforth
you will no longer be part of the world
to assist at its feasts and its spectacles;
instead you will hear the moans of the un-
huppy, you will wipe away the tears from
the eyes of widows and orphans; you will
feed the hungry, care for the sick, receive
the last sigh of the dying, bury the dead.
In a word, you will perform all the spirit-
ual and corporal works of mercy."

This sketch of the exterior duties of
their vocation does not terrify the new
Sisters of Charity. They know that they
" are but accomplishing the holq will of
God in offering themselues to the diuine
Majesty to become the sentants of the
poor. For them as for their bishop, this

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

is the great motive for courage and con-
fidence.

Moreover, to enable them to follow
generously in their chosen path, without
deviations of their own will and ludg-
ment, His Lordship gave them the com-
mon rules of the Daughters of Charity,
Seruants of the Sick Poor, founded in
France by Sr. Vincent de PauI. He
placed them under the particular guar-
dianship of the Mother of Dolors, whose
Compassion was to become the principal
feast of the Institute. Sr. Vincent de Paul
was to be their first patron; Sr. Elizabeth
of Hunganl was to be the patroness of the
aged and infirm women; St. Geneuieue,
that of the orphan girls.

St. Genevieve

Fortified by so many celestial pro-
tectors, the new Sisters of Charity might
go forward: their consecration to God
tisould be stable and permanent.

In reading this document one is con-
vinced that the pious founder experienced
neither hesitation nor anguish; he no
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longer felt that his enterprise was either
premature or imprudent. He knew that
it was the will of God as we see by his
declaration : "God, desiring this work,
will flnd in the treasures of-His wisdom
the means of making it succeed."

It only remained then to turn towards
his Daughters and wish them an entire
correspondence with the graces of their
privileged vocation. Let us listen to his
words :

"Muy the Lord bestow on each of you
the hearl of a mother toward your poor;
and may your distinctive character be
your compassion for the unfortunate !

"Muy your joy increase on seeing
your family_.the great family of the poor
-multiply ! May the Lord open to you
the treasures of His Providence to re-
spond to their many and varied needs.
Muy He send unselfish companions,
generously leaving the world and its
pleasures to find; like you, their happiness
in being the humble servants of the poor.

Finally, may God, the all-good and all-
merciful, protect you amidst the many
perils besetting your pathway; and may
He grant you to hear at the end of your
days these consoling words of Jesus
Christ Our Savior :

"Come, ye blessed of my Father,
possess you the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world.
For I was hungry and you gave me to
eat; I was thirsty and you gave me to
drink; I was a stranger and you took me
irr; naked and you clothed me; sick and
you visited me; I was in prison and you
came to me."

Such is the conclusion of this memo-
rable historic document. It closes with a
vision of the eternal recompense. Heauen
is the reward of charity.

Henceforth one better understands
this magnificent promise which fell from
the lips of St. Vincent de Paul : "Those
who have loved the poor during life will
have no terrors at the hour of death."

Former Notre Dame Church, Montreal
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THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS

Every work which would live and
grow needs the shaCow of the Cross.
This luminous shadow did not fail the
budding Institute.

Already on the morrow of the reli-
gious vesture, when the new novices at-
tended Sunday Mass at the Cathedral,
the novelty of their costume provoked
many criticisms not all favorable. " Ma-
dame Gamelin had not enough crazy
people around her; she wanted more,"
said some. "See Madame Gamelin's
sazy girls !" said others, and they
shrugged their shoulders in pity. The
timid novices passed on their way, happy
to have been found worthy to suffer
something for their Divine Master. As
for Mgr. Bourget, he considered this in-
cident a happy augury for the future.

However, these exterior humiliations
were of short duration. It was in their
souls that the cross was planted. The
first volume of the History of the Institute
furnishes indications which need no com-
ment :

"The food was neither nourishing
enough nor abundant enough. It con-
sisted in part of left-overs from hotel
tables. The supper was invariably of oat-
meal porridge and molasses. Those who
could not eat this fare had butter, bur a
scanty portion.

"Absence of comforts, long hours of
toil, and many privations were the
program of the day; these sacrifices, how-
ever, were as nothing compared with the

sufferings caused the novices by their in-
experience in the religious life.

"The Rule with its exactions, common
life with its renouncements, prayer with
its difficulties, obedience with its immo-
lations constituted for them a mode of
life excessively painful to nature.

"ln moments of weariness they re-
called these words of Mgr. Bourget pro-
nounced on the occasion of their taking
the religious habit : 

'Grace 
will neuer be

wanting to you.' Fortified by this prom-
ise they overcame the repugnances of
nature, and did not recoil before anv dutv
however painful.

"The trial of sickness marked the end
of 1844. One professed Sister was at-
tacked by typhoid and six others had to
submit to medical treatment. There were
many other sufferings besides.

"Since the first profession Providence
Asile had doubled its personnel. The es-
tablishment 'iv'as subsisting on alms and
on the revenue from a few boarders and
from a few poorly paid industries. In
spite of the vigilance of relatives, and of
the benefactors of the Asile, always at-
tentive to the needs of the poor and of the
Community, the Sisters were submitted
to rude privations. They had sacrificed
all and were sacrificing themselves to
give as much comfort as possible to their
poor and to respond to the exactions of
their tasks.

"In spite of Mother Gamelin's multi'
plied endeavors to come to the aid of her
daughters many necessaries were lacking
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and the personnel was overburdened
with work. The food was the same for
the poor as for the Community except in
the morning; for, conformably to the rule
of St. Vincent de Paul, only dry bread
appeared on the Sisters' table. Their

. . . "In short," declared one of Moth-
er Gamelin's cbntemporaries, "we had the
advantage of practising mortification and
at the same time preserving our bodily
strength for the service o[ the poor. The
lessons of Mgr Bourget and the example

drink was a beverage prepared from bar-
ley and roasted crusts, which they took
without milk or sugar. The butter irr
cheese-the one excluded the other-
was reserved for days of abstinence. On
other days they used lard, drippings, or
other substitutes very little in demand. . .

Mcn. Bouncrr blessing our Foundresses

of our foundresses made us bravely face
fatigues, contradictions, privations,. in a
word, all the sufferings inevitable in the
exercise of our works; and enabled us to
regard them as so many building stones
on which to rear the edifice of our spirit-
ual life and that of our Institute. Mother
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Gamelin, ever showing us God in the per-
son of the poor, made us appreciate our
vocation more and more; and this kept us
cheerful and ready for any sacrifice."
(History of the Institute, Vol. I, pp.444-
445 . )

Let us linger a moment on this last
declaration with its deep implications :

And this kept us cheerful and ready for
any sacrifice / This cheerfulness, the
sister and companion of the spirit of sacri-
fice, is it not compounded of heroism and
holiness ? This is the costly foundation
on which our spiritual edifice has been
raised.

Home of Jean Baptiste Gamelin
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O ooucE PRoVIDENCE

The following note is taken from the
History of the Institute :

The name Sisfers of Prouidence was
given to our foundresses by the people
from 1843. Neither Mgr. Bourget nor the
Sisters could ever succeed in substituting
the canonical title of "Daughters of
Charity Servants of the Poor." For a
long time the attempt, equally unsuccess-
ful, was made to give us the title of
Sis/ers of Charity. (Vol. I, p. 400, note).
However, our legal title really is The
Community of the Sis/ers of Charity of
Prouidence,

We are indeed, and in the best sense
of the term, Sisters of Prouidence. It is
this dear Providence in whose maternal
arms we were cradled at our birth as a
religious family, and it is Providence that
has never ceased to provide for all our
needs. Behold with what confidence we
honor It and how marvelously this con-
fidence is rewarded. Its intervention was
present even from the first days of the
charitable activities of our Foundress.

"Her refuge," says the author of the
Life of Mother Gamelin, "was already
so considerable a work that it severely
taxed her resources. She had to finance
all the expenses of rent, heating, food,
and clothing. It often happened that
when she knew not where to turn, her
mind harassed with anxiety, she-asked
herself if she had not presumed too much
upon her own strength. Was she per-
haps tempting Providence by venturing
upon a work, the future of which was so
uncertain ? But God who feeds the birds
of the air and clothes the lilies of the field
never withheld His help from her.

"One winter duy, amongst many

others, when she had bought some loads
of wood, not a single cent remained with
which to provide dinner for the household
which had eaten the last morsel o[ bread
that morning. A prey to the liveliest
anxiety, she went into Notre Dame
Church and prostrating herself before
the altar shed abundant tears. 

'Lord,'

she said, 
'dost 

Thou not know that Thy
old people have nothing to eat?' Then
feeling assured that the God of the
Eucharist had heard her petition, she
plucked up her courage, dried her tears,
and set out for the market with the in-
tention of begging at the stalls.

"Presently an old man of venerable
appearance came toward her and asked :'Are 

you not that Madame Gamelin who
takes care of the poor ?' When she re-
plied in the affirmative he handed her
twenty-five louis (one hundred dollars)
and was gone before she had time to
thank him." (Life of Mother Gamelin, p.
30. )

The favor she had received at Notre
Dame Church was repeated at the "Yel-
low House." One day as she was setting
out for the market without a penny in her
pocket, she went to prostrate herself, ac-
cording to custom, at the foot of the taber-
nacle. Tapping lightly on the sanctuary
rail, she said to Our Lord : "My God, I
am going to do the marketing for Your
poor and my purse is empty." She had
scarcely left the house when an unknown
person came up to her and said : "I learn
that you have nothing in your purse. Here
is something to help you." And giving
her twenty-f.ive shillings, the unknown
withdrew without telling her name. Who
would refuse to see in these incidents an

.4 t  -



PRAYER

to

OUR LADY

OF PROVIDENCE

Our Lady of Providence whom

our forefathers loved so dearly,

we tenderly cherish thee after

their example. Deign to bestow

on us as on them proofs of thy

maternal protection. Succor us

in all our needs; console us in all

our sufferings; be our safeguard

during life and especially at the

hour of our death. Amen.

a

Imprimatur :

Pnluppus PBnnren, V.G.

Marianopoli, 2a Septembris 1942



extraordinary intervention of Provi-
dence ?

"Mother Gamelin drew from her un-
alterable faith in Providence the confi-
dence so sorelv needed in the difficulties

calmly. 
'Providence 

will not fail to send
us our dinner. Come with me and let us
sing to show that we are not at all
anxious.' And she led the way to the
old women's ward. The latter, seeing her

MorHr,n GauertN in the midst of her aged women

and exigencies of an administration that
was constantly becoming more complicat-
ed. She had a thousand ingenious ways
of allaying anxiety and restoring confi-
dence. One day the Sister cook came to
tell her there was nothing for dinner.
'Do 

not feat, my daughter,' she said

approach, gathered around her as was
their wont.'There 

is a favor I wanf to obtain im-
mediately from Divine Providence,' she
said to them, 

'so 
you must join with me

in singing our beautiful hymn.' The
good old women) at once recollecting
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themselves, joined their trembling voices
with those of their Mother and her com-
panions in the following hymn :

O Providence most gentle
Whose bounteous hands bestow
Upon us in abundance
All good things here below,
Acknowledging the Author
Of all these gifts divine
Ourselves and all-that's ours
To Him we should resign.

If riches He outpoureth
On spring time's early flow'r
With largesses enriching
The qrass that lasts an hour,
More fully He bestoweth
On man beloved His aid,
That being whom His wisdom
To His own Image made.

For God He is our Father
And bears us in His heart;
Nor tenderest of mothers
More sweetness can impart.
O yes, His loving kindness
Our needs shall surely see.
We'll cast our cares upon Him
W'ithout anxiety.

"On leaving the hall, Mother Gamelin
went to the kitchen where she found some
left-overs of yesterday's meal, which
seemed scarcely enough to provide food
for five oq six persons. 'Warm 

up what
there is,' she said to the Sister cook, 

'and

you wil! see that dinner can be served.'
And in fact dinner was served to the
whole house, the dishes on each table
were filled, and some food was left over
when the meal was ended. The treasurer
of that time and those who succeeded her
relate that that miracle of Providence was
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often repeated; and that provisions suf-
ficient only for a week lasted for entire
months without apparently diminishing."
(Lite of Mother Gamelin, p. I I l. )

Here is an extract from the Historg of
the Institute, not less interesting :

"Sister Thibodeau -later called Sis-
ter Immaculate Conception-the first
annalist of our Institute, was quite laconic.
She never indulged in repetitions except
when speaking of poverty. On this
point she left nothing unsaid, and
brought out in strong relief the confi-
dence of our venerated Foundress in the
fatherly solicitude of God. Her perfect
abandonment to Divine Providence ob-
tained all that was needed. Never in our
annals was there mention of anxietv,
much less of panic, on the subject of fooi.

"One of the first postulants, Sister
Pariseau (later Mother |oseph of the
Sacred Heart ) , adds this testimony :'Did 

the provisions fail ? The stewardess
notified the treasurer. the treasurer in-
formed Mother Gamelin, and Mother
Gamelin sent one of the aged women to
the chapel to tell Our Lord. Invariably,
alms in accordance with these messages
came to replenish either the purse or the
pantry. At other times, our venerated
Mother, notified of the lack of food for
the next meal, would go to advise the
cook, or else give her a helping hand; and
then, as always, there would be plenty
for the "Guests of Providence." (History
of the Insti tute, Vol. I ,  p. aa3.)

O DOUCE PROVIDENCE r
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ASSOCIATES

Madame Gamelin, from 1828, as-
sumed the care of a number of aged and
infirm women at her own expense.
Though her own resources were soofl ex-
hausted, she did not abandon the work.

In 1831, she conceived the idea of
forming a society of ladies who would aid
her in visiting the poor in their homes and
in the daily collections for the support of
her refuge. The society was soon formed.
It was simply an unofficial group of her
relatives and friends ! They were the
first associates to whom many others
would be united later, for our Mother
Foundress had received from heaven the
gift of a sympathy which won all hearts
and gained for her universal confidence.

It was in addressing this organization
that Mgr. Bourget later paid the follow-
ing beautiful tribute to Mother Gamelin :

"This admirable woman had a heart
so large that her hands could not contain
the riches that flowed from them like
myrrh into the bosom of the poor. Sfte
had, moreouer, the rare gift of associating
with hercelf hearts as generous as her
own; and this explains how, with little
personal resources, she could yet under-
take and carry through such great enter-
prises... Moreover, she formed an associ-
ation of charitable persons each of whom
engaged herself to pay a small sum for
the board of one of the aged poor. In
conseguence the number of these good
old women increased, to the point where
the house could no longer accommodate
t!r"-." (_Conference to the Ladies - of
Chadty, February 18, 1867 .)

The procedure was simple. Our
Foundress had an understanding with a
number of rich families who willingly
paid, each month, the board of one of the

helpless inmates of the Asile. It was a
kind of adoption. It had the double ad-
vantage of benefiting the Asile and
bringing happiness to the prot6g6e who
engaged herself to pray for her bene-
factors. The latter, on their part, visited
her, brought her little delicacies, shared
with her their family sorrows and joys.
This little breath from a broader life gave
its recipient a certain prestige with her
companions, making her feel that she was
still of some use in the world. When one
day ei lusty babe fresh from the waters of
baptism was brought to see its adoptive
grandmother (who had long prayed for
its safe advent ) the other inmates were
loud in their felicitations of their com-
panion and perhaps slightly envious of
her distinction.

One incident reveals the exquisite
thoughtfulness of Madame Gamelin's
friends toward her charges, and how they
loved to associate the poor with their
family feasts. When on October 15,
1832, Madame fulien Tavernier, sister-
in-law of Madame Gamelin, celebrated
the wedding of her only daughter, the
parents wished to stamp the joyous event
with the seal of religious charity. Ac-
cordingly, after the family festival, the
mother gave a banquet to the poor of the
Asile, in honor of the young couple. All
the relatives assembled tliere and the
bridal pair served the banquet with their
own hands. The scene recalls the agapes
of the early Christians where ricli and
poor ate at the same table the bread of
fraternal charity.

These banquets are traditional in the
Providence since 1850, on the feast of St.
Elizabeth of Hungary, November 19. On
that day, choice dishes are served on the
tables of our poor, and the Ladies of
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Charity, who initiated this beautiful cus-
tom, freguently serve the meals with their
own hands.

From many other sources too, we
know that these admirable collaborators
supported in many different ways, the
zeal and devotedness o[ our predecessors.
They made collections, organized ba-
zaars, and helped with their own hands

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Chapel of the Mother House

first profession, March 29, 184.4, while
the Mother Foundresses were enjoying
the rare delights of solitude, the few
novices and postulants had to wrestle
with the dailv work of the institution,
and, as well, with the additional task of
preparing for the feast. With the great-
est generosity they took the whole
burden, that the retreatants might not be

the often overworked Sisters. They gave
freely of their funds as of their personal
toil.

At the benediction of the chapel of
Providence Asile in 184.3, it was they who
furnished nearly everything requisite for
the Holy Sacrifice, and who aided in the
decoration of the altar, giving silver vases,
cruets, and albs. The richest of them sent
abroad for a bell for the new Asile.

A year later, during the retreat for the

disturbed in their spiritual exercises. The
Ladies of Charity then had an under-
standing among themselves by which
they either came personally or sent their
servants to help in the kitchen or in the
care of the poor. They also assumed the
charge of decorating the interior of the
chapel which was still unfinished. They
had the walls and altars finished, and
bought candlesticks and other necessary
altar [urnishings.
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The Ladies of Charity were not the
only benefactresses of Mother Gamelin's
work. The annals record that the Sisters
of the Congregation of Notre Dame, of
the Hotel Dieu, and of the General
Hospital (the Gray Nuns) were mothers
to our foundresses.

In order that his novices might be bet-
ter prepared for their diverse obli-
gations, Bishop Bourget sent them, each
in turn, to the older Communities for in-
struction. They went in succession to the
Hotel Dieu where they spent twelve days
being initiated into the care of the sick.
Two of them were similarly received by
the Sisters of the Congregation who
taught' them the art of making church
vestments.

On one feast day, the Sisters of the
Congregation of Notre Dame had sent
our Sisters six carcasses o[ mutton, quar-
tered and prepared for cooking. They de-
clared that they were huppy to add to the
scanty fare of the little group. Their
almsgiving had begun several years be-

fore the foundation of the Institute.
Mother Caron has related how the Su-
perior General of the Congregation,
Mother St. Madeleine, was accustomed
to send to Madame Gamelin each week
five loaves of bread for her poor. This
gift of five loaves in honor of the five
wounds of Our Lord she continued when
the personnel was transferred to St.
Catherine Street. Later it was replaced
by an Easter morning breakfast of bacon
and eggs for all the poor of the establish-
ment. A multitude of such details shows
that from the first the Community had
generous and compassionate friends.
These first benefactors have been fol-
lowed by generations of others whose
names are preserved in our archives and
graven in our hearts. Let us offer our
tribute of admiring gratitude in this
Centenary year to all, and particularly to
our Ladies of Charity. May they long
continue their benevolent support of our
works, to the greater glory of God and
the good of the poor confided to us.
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The annals relate a charming little in-
cident showing the flame of charity that
had been kindled in the hearts of Ma-
dame Gamelin's helpers and how this
flame spread among their kindred.

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

A CHARMING STORY

Community roon! - Mother House (1943)

Therefore they decided to imitate their
mammas and organize a bazaar of their
own, as they wanted to help their Bishop
to take care of Providence Asile. With
the permission and help of their mothers

The zeal of the Ladies of Charitv in
assisting Madame Gamelin with her poor
stirred even the children to action. Four
little girls aged from seven to nine years
had an unexpected holiday from school
on account of the illness o[ their mistress.

they worked for three weeks preparing
articles, consulting, advising, enCourag-
ing one another as they saw the ladies
doing at their charity conferences. "We
must not waste any time," they said earn-
estlv. "We have 

-onlv 
three-weeks and
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our poor are waiting." They went with
great ceremony to solicit the patronage
of the wife of the mayor (Madame |o-
seph Bourret), who accepted with great
pleasure the gracious invitation.

One of the mothers gave her parlor,
and the organizers decorated it according
to their own tastes and arranged their
wares. One of them had received a per'-
sonal gift o[ flowers. "Why this vani-
ty ?" she asked sagely. "It would be
much better to sell these flowers for the
poor." And straight way she suited the
action to the word.

Such was their enthusiasm that their
mammas could scarcely prevent them
from despoiling their homes of all their

small articles of luxury. Their booths
contained everything to furnish a dolly's
wardrobe. Besides they served refresh-
ments, and so popular was this table that
their stock was soon sold out and had to
be renewed-f rom thei r  mothers '
pantries, of course. All the articles at the
booths were disposed of in a few hours,
and the radiant organizers pronounced
the affair a complete success.

On the following day they made a
call of ceremony at the bishopric. "Mon-
seigneur," said one, "we held a bazaar
and we are bringing you the proceeds for
the Asile of Providence." Charmed by
this gesture, the Bishop blessed them
tenderly.
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ROSE AND

There was, in the early days, a ward
at Providence Asile called St. |ohn of
God. Here were sheltered a group of
mental cases the most afflicted and re-
pulsive. Here bloomed a chosen soul,
rose by name and by charity, uiolet by
humility.

This was Rose Dutaut de Grandpr6.
She was a daughter of one o[ the most
respected families of lle-Dupas and had
entered the novitiate of our Institute in
1845; but God who had reserved for her
a special destiny permitted that she
should be refused bv the Council after
some months of posiulate.

Mlle. Rose as she was called after that
submitted to the divine will, but, inspired
doubtless by grace, she begged to be giv-
en the lowest place in the house of the
poor, there to devote her life to the care
of the feeble-mindecl and the infirm. She
was admitted as she desired to the St.
fohn of God ward and placed her bed in
the darkest corner. She never more left
her dear patients either by night or by \

dav but lavished on them the devotedness
of i true mother.

Seeing Our Lord Himself in the disin-
herited, she served them with as much
respect and attention as one could show
the great of earth; she ate with them,
taking for her portion what was left over
from their meals.

The injuries, the blows she sometimes
received from these poor demented and
agitated creatures, did not disconcert her;
neither did she fear the danger to which
her life was exposed. She often had the
occasion of proving her courage, Once
when a patient threw herself out a win-
dow on the third floor, Rose seized her bv
one foot and held her till her strength
gave out. The poor woman then carried

VIOLET

out her design and was picked up lifeless.
While mourning the fatality all thanked
God who had preserved, almost by mira-
cle, the precious life of the maternal nurse.

Bishop Bourget had a great esteem for
Mlle. Rose, appreciating particularly her
heroic charity towards the poor. He
found her worthy of being more closely
consecrated to the service of God and
permitted her to pronounce the vows of
poverty, chastity, and obedience. On
November 30, 1849, she contracted her
religious engagements in the large ward
of the infirm. Mgt. fohn Charles Prince,
Ecclesiastical Superior, Canon A. F. Tru-
teau, Vicar General, Mother Gamelin,
and the personnel of the house were
present at her consecration.

Kneeling before Mother Gamelin,
Mlle. Rose made her vows. The Bishop
gave her a silver ring and a little cross
bearing the effigy o[ Our L"dy of Seven
Dolors.

Henceforth she began to take only
two meals a day, a practice she kept until
her death. She dressed in black with a
small black cape and a white bonnet.
Otherwise she was in no way distin-
guished from other seculars of the house,
except that she always claimed for her-
self the poorest and most patched cloth-
ing.

Some years later Bishop Bourget,
having obtained the favor of affiliating
our Community with the Order of
Servites (this affiliation ceased after the
definitive approbation of our Constitu-
tions in 1900), resolved to attach to the
Third Order of Servites our secular help-
ers who wished to consecrate their lives
to the care of the poor by assisting the
Sisters of Providence in their work.
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The first six Tertiaries were received
into the Society on June l, t864. Mlle.
Rose Grandpre was at the head of the
group. She joyfully accepted this union
for some of the common observances, but
solicited the favor of never more leaving
her dear charges, a request which was
granted her.

With humble and sweet resignation
she made the sacrifice of the holy insig-
nia she had hitherto worn exteriorly since

one continual prayer. Even when the
agitated patients were in an uproar, she
was always calm, her lips continually
murmuring the Ave Maria.

So affecting was the fervor with
which she communicated that observers
were deeply touched at the sight. When-
ever she had a few minutes' respite from
her duties, she hastened to prostrate her-
self before the tabernacle. There in
pouring out her soul before God she for-

the day of her first consecration. She
gave up the silver ring which diffierentiat-
ed her from her companions and con-
cealed under her Tertiary habit the cross
she had received on the day o[ pronounc-
ing her vows.

Each morning she rose at four o'clock.
She heard Mass when her duties of office
permitted and gave the rest of the day to
the care of her poor, without allowing
herself a moment of respite, save for the
chapel exercises. But indeed her life was

MorHrn GeMertN and her works
(Souvenir  Centenary picture)

got her fatigues and returned loyful and
refreshed to the midst of the privations
and sufferings of her mortifiied li[e.

Never was she known to show im-
patience or fail in charity of words. Her
deference and submission to the religious
were a source of confusion to them. In
her humility, the pious virgin always be-
lieved that too much consideration was
shown to her.

Her spirit of faith discovered the di-
vine will in all events. "It is the good
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God who has permitted it," she would
remark. "Let us say nothing. He will
arrange all for the best." So often did
she repeat : "Let us leave all to God,"
that one may conclude she had taken it as
her watchword. "It is not so difficult as
we think to please the good God," she de-
clared one day. "We have but to want
what He wants."

Whence did she draw this science of
the saints that many religious might have

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Community Cemetery

When the time finally came to administer
the Last Sacraments, the Sisters wished
to remove her to another room. Notwith-
standing all their efforts, however, it was
impossible to get the bed into this room,
in spite of the fact that it was narrower
than the doorway. "You see that the
good God does not want it," she said
tranguilly. "Please bring me back to my
little corner." In the familiar abode she
received the Last Sacraments and gave

envied her ? From her meditations on the
Passion of Our Lord and the Dolors of
Mary. "I know nothing el5e," she oftel
said, "than that Our Lord and His holy
Mother have suffered for us." It recalls
the words o[ St. Paul : "l know only
Christ and Him crucified."

Four years before her death Rose was
stricken with paralysis. She begged to be
left in the midst of her aged charges and
there she passed most of her days seated
near her bed, reciting her beads, or speak-
ing of God to those who came to visit her.

back her soul to God at the age of seven-
ty-four, on fuly 9, 1877. Everybody in
the house had hastened to assist at the
last moments of this incomparable servant
of the poor. They saw her smiling and
begging God to come for her. Great was
the grief of all when Mother Caron com-
menced the De Profundis. "The saint is
dead," all murmured. "May she pray for
us."

Near the gate of the Community
cemetery one may read on a headstone
the name of Rose Grandpr6. There, ac-

. 5 2 .



cording to her own wish, reposes this
obscure heroine. When Mother Caron
had one day told her that she would be
buried among the Sisters of Providence,
her eyes filled with tears and she thanked
the Superior for a favor of which she
deemed herself unworthv.

"But at least, Mother," she requested,
"let me be buried near the gate that all
the passers-by may trample me under
foot."

It is said that the violet exhales its
sweetest odor when it is crushed under-

foot. This rose of charity, who wished to
be here below only a humble uiolet, the
despised of all, has left among us the
good odor of Christ.

In this Centenary year she richly de-
serves a souvenir of affectionate admi-
ration in these pages which recall the
most touching episodes of our family
history.

Mother Gamelin from on high will
rejoice that once more is verified the prom'
ise of the Master : The last shall be
fir st.

OF PROVIDENCE
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HEROISM

A religious institute born of heroism
may count itself privileged of heaven.
Such was ours. The first pages of our
'history bear the triple stamp of heroic
poverty, heroic renouncement, and he-
roic charity.

We have made allusion to the first
two in the preceding pages. Let us now
speak of the heroic charity practised by
our Sisters during the epidemics which
periodically afflicted Montreal.

This heroism shines brilliantly, first
of all in our venerated Mother Gamelin.
Even before she was a religious, when
the terrible Asiatic cholera swept Mont-
real in 1832, she assiduously visited the
stricken, despite the terror this scourge
evoked in her. Her zeal introduced her
often to heartrending scenes, and many a
sacrifice she imposed on herself to help
families in distress. One day, among
others, when she had been present at the
deathbed of a man and his wife, who ex-
pired almost at the same moment and left
six children in destitution, she brought
the little ones to her refuge, where her
good old women disputed the right of
caring for them.

Our Institute was scarcely four years
old when the typhus epidemic asked of
our Sisters deeds of outstanding heroism.
Let us briefly recall those memorable
days.

At the beginning of fune, 1847, ship-
loads of Irish immigrants, men, women,
and children, landed on our shores. Most
of them were stricken with typhus; all
were suffering from malnutrition and
broken by the hardships of a voyage
made under the most deplorable con-
ditions. These unhappy ones were re-

ceived by hundreds at Point St. Charles
in vast constructions called sheds.

On June 18, our Sisters offered their.
services to relieve the Gray Nuns, who
had first cared for the sufferers. On fune
26, Bishop Bourget accepted their offer,
and twelve of them, selected with the
advice, of a doctor, went to the shelters at
Point St. Charles. The youngest volun-
teers were the happiest, since Bishop
Bourget permitted the postulants to wear
the costume of the novices whilst they
were caring for the typhus victims.

Each morning the Sisters set out from
Providence Asile and returned there in
the evening, after a day of fatigues in the
midst of the most harrowing scenes.

That the contagion might not spread
to. the rest of the household, Mother
Gamelin took wise precautions. The
Sisters going to the sheds were given
separate apartments. The Sisters' refecto-
ry became their living guarters and
dormitory. They breakfasted there be-
fore their departure for the pesthouse. In
the evenings they bathed and changed
their clothing before venturing beyond
their apartments.

On fuly 2, the Sisters of the Hotel
Dieu obtained permission to leave their
cl_oister to go to the assistance of the Gray
Nuns and the Sisters of Providence ar
the sheds. Five days later the Gray Nuns
withdrew, since of the twenty-three re-
ligious caring for the typhui patients,
seventeen had fallen a prey to the disease
and the others had succumbed to fatigue.
The religious of the Hotel Dieu, af.ter a
week of service, were in their turn obliged
to retire from the field because of the
overflow of patients in their own hospi-
tal.
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Our Sisters were then the only re-
ligious caring for the sick at Point St.
Charles, who now numbered more than
1300. "At this moment," said one of
them, "our task, naturally, became more
arduous, but the zeal of. our sick for
practices of piety, their astonishing res-
ignation, and the touching gratitude
they showgd us seemed to redouble our
courage."

From day to day, however, the num-
ber of our Sisters at the sheds diminished,
and the number in the infirmary in^
creased. Of the fifty-one religious (pto-
fessed, novices, and postulants ) which
the Community then counted, thirty-
four nursed the patients at the sheds,
twenty-seven took the typhus, and three
among them died.

Two years later, in 1849, a cholera
epidemic gave our Sisters opportunity to
renew their prodigies of abnegation and
devotedness of 1847.

On this occasion, Bishop Bourget re-
called to them that they were "victims
consecrated by reliqion to the glory of
God and the service of the neighbor in
times of pestilence ; and he permitted
them to go out alone to visit the sick in
cases of urgency.

Again on this occasion, all the Sisters
that the doctbr judged strong enough to
face the dangers of the plague were em-
ployed in the care of the diseased. Our
annals tell how this mission of heroic
charity was inaugurated :

"During the night a man knocked at
the door of the Asile, crying aloud. Grief-
stricken, he implored the Sisters to come
to the help of his wife and two children
who were dying of cholera. What an
agony fell on the heart of Mother Game-
lin, to whom Bishop Bourget had refused
the favor of going in person to care for
the victims. 

'Which 
of these poor

children dare I name ? It is to death I am
sending them.' Heart-broken and her
eyes filled with tears, she went up to the
dormitory, where she rang a little bell and
said aloud : 

'My 
dear Daughters, two

Sisters are reguested to take care of the
cholera cases. Who will be the first ?'
'I, 

I !' cried many, hastily springing to
their feet. Some minutes later, two of
them went forth in the middle of the
night to brave death. They were in time
to have the Last Sacraments adminis-
tered; and in the morning they had three
bodies to place in their coffins."

Among the Sisters who served in this
epidemic, seven caught the disease and
one of them died.

In 1851 and in 1854., cholera again
visited the city and our Sisters hastened
with equal zeal to the help of the victims.
They had as many as sixteen watches in
a single night from the total of eighty
that the Community numbered at that
time. That they might be nearer to an-
swer urgent appeals several cots were set
up on the first floor of the Asile. There
the Sisters rested while awaiting calls for
help. They slept only every second night
and sometimes dropped of fatigue at the
bedside of their patients.

During the epidemics of smallpox in
1872, 1878, and 1885, there was the same
display of heroism. The number of Sis-
ters visiting the sick in their homes was
increased, as the annals of 1885 declare.
"ln order to care for a greater number of
sick we closed our workshops. Besides
the regular group of visiting Sisters,
twenty professed Sisters, ten novices,
and ten tertiaries were employed €x-
clusively in caring for smallpox patients.
The Community paid a heavy toll; thirty-
three of our Sisters came down with the
disease and four professed Sisters died."

So often has the experience been the
same that we may say that service in time
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service of the neighbor. Eighteen of them
succumbed io the epidemic, most of them
the victims of their devotedness.

Heroism imposes more obligations
than it confers rewards; but it is precisely
for that reason that it belongs to the
servants of the poor and the sick to be
wherever there are miseries to be relieved.

of calamity has become a family tradition.
The influenza of. 1918 proves that the
usage carries into our own times. In the
homes they cared for the sick devoting
themselves with the greatest zeal to both
bodily and spiritual succor. They showed
themselves willing to lay down their lives
even, if that should be necessary, in the
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A FAMILY DEVOTION

The characteristic devotion of the
Sisters of Providence is that to the Bless-
ed Virgin, and moie particularly to the
Virgin of Dolors. Let us examine its
germination and development in our In-
stitute, whose principal feast is that o[ the
Compassion of Mary, the Friday of Pas-
sion Week, with a second solemn cele-
bration on the third Sunday of September,
the feast of Our Lady of Seven Dolors.

It'is in the heart of our venerated
Foundress that we must search for the
first idea of this devotion so dear to our
Community. When in 1828, in the space
of a few months, Madame Gamelin lost
her husband and the last of her little
children (the two others had died shortly
after their birth ) , her dream of a huppy
home life was completely shattered. She
then threw herself into,works of charity
to find forgetfulness of her sorrow and
to divert to the needy the rich treasures
of her affection and her devotedness.

In that same year ( 1828 ) her director,
Father St. Pierre, gave her a picture of
Our Lady of Seven Dolors. "Every day,"
she writes, "I went to pray before this
picture. I asked the Blessed Virgin that
through her example I might find courage
to support the crosses and sacrifices
which the good God had sent me. The
greatest was the loss of my husband and
dear child, for whom I wept every day.
My heart was pierced with a sword of
sorrow and my only consolation was to
meditate on the Dolors of Our Mother
o[ Sorrows before this picture." (R"-
treat Notes, 1850) .

Some years later, when she was in-
stalled in the Yellow House with her
poor, Madame Gamelin obtained from
the Bishop the precious favor of having
Holy Mass celebrated in the house for

the benefit of the aged and infirm women
unable to go to the cathedral. The worthy
Bishop then desiring to give to her work
a special patron sent her on this occasion
a picture of Our Lady of Seven Dolors
for her little oratory which was hence-
forth placed under the protection of this
august Mother.

There the first novices received the
religious vesture, March 25, 1843, f.east
of the Annunciation and anniversarv of
the apparition of Our Lady of Sorrows
to the founders of the Order of Servites.

In the autumn of. 184.3, while on a
visit to the Sisters of Charity of Emmits-
burg, Maryland, to obtain information
for her works. Mother Gamelin saw in
their chapel a beautiful group of statuary
showing the Blessed Mother holding in
her arms the dead body of her divine Son
which had just been taken down from the
cross. How she longed to have a similar
group for the chapel of Providence Asile,
then in course of construction. She prom-
ised, i[ this wish were granted, to do
her utmost to promote devotion to Our
Lady of Seven Dolors wherever there
might be Sisters of Charity.

In the following year she received
from Europe the white Pieta of which she
had dreamed. It was placed in the niche
where it still reposes over the high altar
of the chapel of the Asile.

Bishop Bourget, on his part, desired
nothing more ardently than to spread
this devotion in the young Institute. In
184.1, during his voyage to Europe he was
praying one day in the cathedral of Char-
tres. He was earnestly begging of God
the establishment of the Daughters of
Charity in Montreal when an aged
woman approached him and gave him
seven chaplets of Our Lady of Seven
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Oun Leoy on Snvnx Dor-ons

This picture dates ftom the foundation of the Institute; the original is kept at the Mother House
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Dolors. Some months after the first in-
vestiture in the new Institute, March 25,
1813, the venerated Founder discovered
these chaplets among the souvenirs of his
European journeyings and was happy to
,find that he had one for each member of
the new Community dedicated from its
birth to the Dolors of the Most Holv
Virgin.

He fixed the profession date of the
first Sisters of Providence for March 29,
184.4, the feast of the Compassion of
Mary. Later in recalling to his Daughters
this day of grace he named it the huppy
epoch of their birth into the religious life
and the living monument bearing the title
of. Seruants of Mary, ot, rather, Daugh-
ters o[ Our Lady o[ Seven Dolors.
(Mandate of March 13, 1550).

His mandate of erection of the new
C,ommunity gaye as titulary toJ\e chapel
of Providence Asile the feast of the Com-
passion of the Holy Virgin, celebrated on
Friday of Passion Week.

In this same chapel, he established
canonically, on May 8, 1854, the deVotion
to Our Lady of Seven Dolors, a devotion
which should be dear not only to the re-
ligious but also to the memberi of the As-
sociation of Charitv. The Sisters knelt
for the reading of ihis memorable docu-
ment whose last paragraph follows: "We
are fully confident that if fitting veflera-
tion is paid to the Mother of Dolors, she
will communicate to the entire diocese
and particularly to the establishment of
Providence her compassionate charity for
all the miseries of life, and that she will
find in the treasures of Divine Provi-
dence all the means to relieve them."

On April 3 following, Bishop Bour-
get issued a new mandate for the erection
of the Confraternity of the Scapular of
Our Lady of Seven Dolors, in the church
of Providence. From it the following
passages are taken :

"There is, our very dear Daughters,
one devotion that is essential to vour

Institute, that to Our Lady o[ Seven
Dolors. You are dedicated to this salu-
tary practice, since the solemn engage-
ment of the first profession in your Com-
munity took place on the feast of Our
Lady of Compassion.

"You have therefore been engendered
in relig.ion on Calvary, at the foot of the
cross, near to |esus dying, in the heart of
Mary pierced by seven swords of sor-
r ow . . . .

"You are, then, the daughters of the
Dolors of Mary and therefore obliged to
compassionate her cruel anguish and to
spread by all means.in your power this
salutary devotion. It is like the corner-
stone of the edifice of vour Communitv.
The retreat you have'chosen, then, on
entering this Institute is near to Mary, on
the holy mount of Calvary, bathed in the
Precious Blood and bedewed with the
tears of the Virgin Mother.

"It is to aid you, our very dear
Daughters, to fulfill worthily your sub-
Iime vocation, that we establish today in
your church the Confraternity of the
Scapular of Our Lady of Seven Dolors. . .

"We are justly confident that this
action will soon bear abundant fruit, that
it vdll make you more pleasing to the
Mother of Dolors, that it will draw new
benedictions on your works, and that it
will attract to your Community privileged
souls who will renounce generously all
the joys of the world, to come to mourn
with you at the foot of the cross, and that
it will merit for you compassion for all
miseries with the gift of solacing them...."

On May 19, Bishop Bourget in clos-
ing the second pastoral visitation of the
Community said to the Sisters : "Re-
member that the devotion to Our Ladv of
Seven Dolors is the devotion poop"r to
this Communi,ty, which has the mission
of propagating it by every possible means
in this city and throughout the diocese."
(Mandate of May 19, 1846).

When the scourge of typhus threat-

. 5 9  .



:CENTENARY OF
.

ened, in 1847, to wipe out the little Com-
munity which was so valiantly caring for
the plagtre-stricken, it was to Our Lady
of Seven Dolors the Sisters turned. In a
touching prayer of confidence and filial
piety they begged of Mary the gift of
health, promising to use it only in taring

THE INSTITUTE

"We therefore make a vow for our-
selves and for all those who shall live
after us in this Community to burn seven
candles every Friday of the year before
the holy statue which reminds us of thy
Seven Sorrows. These seven candles
shall be for us the svmbols of the seven

Mgr. I. Bouncrr in 1841

for her Divine Son in the person of the
poor. They humbly accused themselves
of their lack of zeal in practising and
spreading this devotion, and promised to
repair this neglig ence by a new ardor in
disseminating the cult of Mary Sorrow-
tut,

principal virtues we must practise after
thy example and in thy honor, namely,
simplicity, humility, obedience, confi,
dence in Providence, abnegation, gener-
osity, and charity, of. which you have
given us such beautiful examples."

On September 6 of the same year,
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Bishop Bourget established as "feast of
the Institute," that of Our Lady of Seven
Dolors, then celebrated on the third Sun-
day of September.
, On April 2I, 184.8, he inaugurated in
the chapel of Providence Asile the Forty
Hours of Mary Desolate. It was on Good
Friday. Seven candles were lighted be-
fore the still veiled statue of Our Lady of
Seven Dolors, the tapers being the gift of
Bishop Bourget. "I wish," he had told
Mother Gamelin, "that the first seven
candles should be paid for by a poor per-
son; and as I can justly claim to be
the poorest person in the diocese, I here-
by give you the price." There was a
simple ceremony, hymn, instruction, and
prayers. The same form is still observed
in our houses on Good Friday of each
year.

Bishop Bourget, Mother Gamelin,
and the Sisters attributed to Our Lady of
Seven Dolors their preservation from
typhus. The Forty Hours of Mary Deso-
late appeared to them as a monument
destined to perpetuate through the centu-
ries the gratitude of the Community.
From this time, doubtless, dates our
fervent attachment to this consoling
practice.

More ardently than any other,
Mother Gamelin entered into the views
of our venerated Founder with regard to
the devotion to Our Lady of Seven
Dolors, which had been so dear to her
since from it she had drawn so many con-
solations and graces in the days of her
widowhood.

Faithful to her promise she inculcated
this devotion on her Daughters and made
it a characteristic note of the Community.
Her retreat journal is particularly sug-
gestive on this point. There we learn
how she herself practised devotion to the
Mother of Dblors : each morning she
confided to this good Mother her per-
son and her responsibility, begging her to
direct everv action of the day; each

evening she went to render her an account
of the day. In interior trials, in all diffi-
culties that arose she went with confi-
dence to the Virgin of Compassion. At
the end of each retreat Mother Gamelin
placed her resolutions at the feet of Mary
where, also, she was accustomed to de-
mand the special virtues she needed. All
her interior life took its impress from this
filial cult.

"Take care," she wrote under the
form of a resolve, "that the devotion to
Our Lady of Seven Dolors be propa-
gated, especially in our house, and also
the Way of the Cross. We know that at
the foot of Calvary is the inexhaustible
source whence we can draw the per-
fection our holy state demands. It needs
only a little courage to obtain it."

During another retreat, referring to
the sufferings which were lacerating her
sensitive heart, she wrote, "To be a child
of the Mother of Dolors, one must expect
to carrv the cross in this world. I come
often to pray at the feet of this good
Mother. I shall ask her to have pity on
me in the afflictions and tribulations that
constantlv assail me. I shall reflect that
she has cho."n me in a special manner for
her daughter, that it is my duty to console
and honor her, to spread her devotion as
much as possible, wherever our sisters
may be found." (Retreat lournal, 1850).

W-ith her lively spirit of faith, Mother
Gamelin, in pondering the events of the
past and the trials of her married life,-
realized that Providence had led her bg
the hand to her vocation of servant of the
poor. "All that," she reflected, "to con-
duct me to the end God wished for me,
that I might secure my salvation and also
work in a particular manner to loue Mary
standing at the foot of the Cross and to
haue her honored in her dolors." (R"-
treat of 1850,)

In this last mission confided to her,
our Foundress did not fail. Twenty-five
years after her death Mother Caron ad-
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dressed to the Community a pamphlet
called Fourteen subjects of admiration
drawn from the tife of Mother Gamelin,
The last of these is entitled : "Mother
Gamelin, model of deuotion to Our Lady
of Seuen Dolors.-She found a particular
attraction in speaking of this devotion
and loved to recall that her spiritual di-
rector had given her the Mother of Dolors
as her only consolation in her sorrows,
and that she had always venerated her as
her patroness and protectress. Moreover,

Dolors ? How can ril/e help confiding in
her maternal bounty ? She who has so
visibly protected the mother cannot fail
to protect the daughters who follow in
her footsteps."

The devotion to the Mother of Sor-
rows always keeps its primacy in the
Institute. This sacred deposit is jealously
guarded and care is taken that neither
time nor routine may change it. Each
Friday the meditation is made on one of
the dolors of the Blessed Virgin, and the

Statue of Our Lady of Seven Dolors forwarded from Europe

to Mother Gamelin

she had been the first to succeed. after
obstacles of all sorts, in having the image
for the scapular of Our Lady of Seven
Dolors printed in Montreal. So well
known was her devotion to the Com-
passion of Mary that Canon Hudon,
traveling in Europe, sent her from France
a group representing Our Lady of Seven
Dolors. (This statue still occupies the
niche above the main altar in the chapel
of Providence Asile), Keeping in mind
the example of our pious Foundress, how
can we help loving Our Lady of Seven

chaplet of Our Lady of Seven Dolors is
recited in common. The public Way o[
the Cross of the same day is followed by
the recitation of the Stabat Mater, On
the third Sundav of the month at the
Mother House, and in the chapels of the
larger houses there is a procession in
honor of the Virgin of Dolors and the
singing of the Stabat. Besides the Forty
Hours of Mary Desolate already men-
tioned, there are the two feasts of the
Compassion and the Seven Dolors, which
are celebrated with all possible solemnity.
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In many of our chapels the Via Ma-
/ris is erected and we are able to gain the
rich indulgences thereto attached.

The act of consecration to the Blessed
Virgin which all Sisters of Providence
recite at the altar on the day of religious
profession, is addressed particularly to
the Mother of Dolors. The costume
cha'plet the newly-professed wears is that
of Our Lady of Seven Dolors. The silver
cross she wears on her breast bears the
image of the Blessed Virgin her heart
pierced by seven swords. These are not
empty symbols. As daughter of the
Mother of Sorrows she understands her

OF PROVIDENCE

relation to Christ suffering now in His
members as once He suffered on the
Cross. To solace Him she is ready for
any sacrifice Christian charity may de-
mand.

O Virgin compassionate, O Mother
of Seven Dolors, keep us always faithful
to our sublime vocation !
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ENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE:

FIRST JUBILEE

The first foundation anniversary cele-
brdted in our Institute was the Septenary.
It was marked by no exterior ceremony
but there does remain a monument of
this date, and one of great spiritual im-
portance. It is the mandate addressed by
our venerated founder to the Community
on March 13, 1850.

At that date the little Institute was
completing its seventh year of existence.
Bishop Bourget deemed it time to mark
the event  in  an auspic ious manner .
"Among the Jews," he wrote, e v e r y
seventh year was ayear of lubilee, that is,
a year of repose and remission. . . . . This
jubilee year was a time of holy joy during
which the people of God put aside earth-
ly preoccupations to fix their minds on
the joys of heaven. It was announced by
the sound of trumpets; and it was passed
in a delightful repose that made the
people forget {ormer toils."

Beho ld  the  pa ra l l e l  ou r  Founder
draws : "You will see here the finger of
God, our very dear Daughters, and you
will doubtless admire the tender in-
ventions of His love, since His desire is
to sanctify you by the devotion to Our
Lady of Seven Dolors."

Nor does our Bishop fail to remark :
"This number seuen is for you a chosen
number, full of graces and of happiness.
Moreover, ever since your foundation, it
has occurred in so many extraordinary
circumstances that you can not fail to
realize its deep significance." Among
these circumstances, the mandate calls
attention to one : "During the seven years
of your Cornmunity's existence, seuen of.
your dear and beloved Sisters have passed
to a better life and have been placed,
let us hope, before the throne of Mary to
be seven lamps burning before the august

Virgin; whilst here below seven candles
burn before her holy image which is so
religiously honored in your little chapel."

Every jubilee, whether of seven or one
hundred years, brings baek vivid m€rno-
ries. Our venerated Founder passed in re-
view the different events which had suc-
ceeded one another from the foundation
of the Institute. First of all was the taking
of the religious habit by our Foundresses,
March 25, 1843, a day so full of tender
souuenirs, a day so holy and so huppy
for them. . . . and so full of anguish for
him !

The fol lowing year (March 29,1844)
the outstanding event was the religious
profession of the seuei Sisters whom the
Blessed Virgin had herself formed by a
novitiate passed entirely on Calvary at the
foot of the Cross. . . .

In 1845 occurred the definitive a-
doption of the common Rules of thg
Daughters of Charity, written by St. Vin-
cent de Paul, and providentially obtained
by Mother Gamelin while visiting the
Sisters of Charity of Emmitsburg, Mary-
land.

The benediction of the Vicar of
Christ sent to the young Community
marked the year 1846.

Then there was the typhus of. 1847
which deprived our religious family of
the pastoral visit of its Bishop. But on the
other hand, it amassed immense merits
through the abnegation and devotedness
of the Sisters toward the plague-stricken.
It was at this time that we promised to
have seven candles burned everv Fridav
in perpetuity before the statue of Our
Lady of Seven Dolors. This was for the
intention of obtaining the cure of those
whom the epidemic had broughtto death's
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doors, menacing the very existence of the
infant Community.

Mgt. Bourget mentioned in 1848 the
abundant graces of the retreat and the
pastoral visit. As a matter of fact, this
canonical visitation of the Founder to the
Community was particularly memorable.
At that date the Institute was scarcelv
five years old and counted four brancL
houses. Thirty-one Sisters were living
under the authority of Mother Gamelin
and their works were prospering. On
April 2l took place the inauguration of
the.Forty Hours of'Mary Desolate in the
chapel of the Asile. In brief, the year
1848 bore the seal of heavenly bene-
dictions. "These graces were given you,
said Bishop Bourget in his mandate, "to
prepare you for new trials."

And indeed the following year was
marked by the cholera epidemic which
claimed five or six hundred victims in the
city of Montreal and its environs. Our
Sisters flew to the help of the sick who
were left abandoned in all sorts of
wretched hovels, so great was the fear of
the scourge. They administered one of
the two hospitals opened on this occasion
by the municipality. God blessed their
sacrifices and their fatigues' by giving
them the consolation of assisting in the
conversion of forty-two adults and the
baptism of two young children. Many
Sisters caught the disease and one of
their number died.

After the enumeration of these facts,
it is easy to see why the venerated Found-
ei had invited his daughters to the joys of
a jubilee. "This mandate," he said to
them, "should be for vou like the sacred
trumpet which, among 

'the 
Chosen People,

opened the jubilee by its joyous notes and

dissipated all sadness. May the Holy
Spirit awake in your hearts the melodious
tones of spiritual ioy,that sadness may
there find no place.

"Do not forget, our very dear Daugh-
ters, that the sole object you must have in
view during this visit and this retreat
which inaugurate your seventh year is
perfect repose with the privilege of re-
entering into the possession of all the
goods you have lost. This repose will be
tasted in the silencing of all inordinate
affections and in the loving accomplish-
ment of the holy will of God. The goods
which you have lost will be found again
in your holy Rules. . . . The principal
fruit, then, of this jubilee will be for you
to renew yourselves in the spirit of your
holy Rules.

"You will remember, doubtless, the
pains you and I took that nothing should
be wanting which might contribute to the
perfect regularity of a good Community
(by working to establish irrevocably your
Rules and Customs). We mention this
fact in order that those who come after
qou maq observe with loue and gratitude
7h" Ru["t which cost thetu first"Mothers
so dearly."

1850 was the septen ary year of the
Institute; 1943 is the centenary. Our
venerated Founder and beloved Found-
resses celebrated here below the first jubi-
lee; from the height of heaven they are
taking part in the celebration of the
second, and doubtless they are forming
but one same wish for us their daughters.
It is that the principal fruit of the present
Centenary should be our renewal of the
spirit of our holy Rules so cherished by
our Mothers.

OF PROVIDENCE
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A CRUSHING SORROW

In his mandate of the septenary jubi-
lee, just referred to, Bishop Bourget
seemed to have a presentiment of the ap-
proaching end of our Mother Foundress
and seemed desirous of giving her a com-
plete account of the good operated in the
Community from its foundation. Noth-
ing, however, indicated that death was so
soon to cut short our Mother's career.

In the spring of 1851, she undertook,
as she had done the previous year, the
official visitation of her houses, already
seven in number. Everywhere, she rec-
ommended to the Sisters love of the poor,
mutual support, abandonment to Divine
Providence, devotion to the Blessed
Sacrament and to the Passion of Our
Lord, and the practices in honor of Our
Lady of Sorrows and the other patrons
of the Institute.

On September 6, our Mother opened
the visit of our house at St.Elizabeth. On
the following day, she went with Mother
Caron and two Ladies of Charity to visit
a benefactress of the convent. The better
to enjoy the beauties of the countiy she
wished to go on [oot; but at the end of a
quarter of an hour's walking, she felt
tired. She sat down beneath a tree and
remarked sadly : "The air is heavy; it is
cholera weather." Since August 25, there
had been an underground rumor that the
cholera was raging in Montreal, and the
report had come to Mother Gamelin's
ears.

On September 10, in saying good-by
to hrir Sisters she said to them : "Adieu,
my dear Daughters. I am seeing you for
the last time." Then extending her arms
as though she wished to press them all
to her heart, she added : "I have prayed
the good St. Elizabeth that you may al-

ways love the poor; and thlt you may al-
ways live in peace and union."

On.her return to the Asile, the de-
voted Superior busied herself putting in
order the affairs of the house. On Sep-
tember 22, she presided at a council meet-
ing where she recommended mutual sup-
port, devotedness to the poor, and charity
towards the Sisters of the novitiate.

On the evening of that memorable
Monday at the common recreation, the
good Mother appeared well and joyful.
On the following morning at half past
four she awoke Sister foseph (Esther
Pariseau) who was sleeping in the same
room and said : "I have the cholera: I am
going to die !" Sister Joseph immediately
called the assistant (Sister Vincent) and
the pharmacist. The disease quickly grew
worse and the Sisters hastened to send
for Doctors Tavernier and Descham-
bault. On seeing them, the dear Mother
rose and said : "I wish to go up to the
infirmary there to be treated like the other
Sisters when they are dying." So acute
were her sufferings that she could sCarce-
ly mount the stairs in spite of the aid of
the Sisters.

Dr. Tavernier who had come to her
aid with all haste exclaimed :'"My dear
Aunt, conquer your fear. I am going to
save you.

"lt is too late,'.' replied our Mother.
"And I particularly request you not to
give me any. medicine that would take
away the use of my senses."

In the preceding year, Mother Game-
lin had written in her refteat iournal :
"During prayer this morning it seemed to
me that in the presence of all the Com-
munity I was appearing before God. I
trembled. I took the resolution of bend-
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ing every effort to prepare myself for the
meeting with my Sovereign |udge. The
terror of sudden death paralysed all my
faculties. I placed myself in the arms of
Our Mother of Dolors. She will aid me
to cross the stormy sea of this poor life.
She will be my refuge in perils. This
thought restored my calm and confi-
dence."' 

When she saw the fatal hour ap-
proaching so swiftly, our dear Foundress
again experienced this terror; but the

OF PROVIDENCE

Monseigneur Prince, who was on the
point of setting out for Europe, had
fortunately not yet left the bishopric.
Since the foundation of the Institute, he
had almost always directed Mother Ga-
melin and knew all the recesses of her
soul. His providential presence at that
supreme moment rendered unnecessary a
long preparation. She made her con-
fession with great calmness and was able,
a thing quite rare in that illnesS, to re-
ceive Holv Viaticum. From five o'clock

First convent of St. Elizabeth built in 1849, destroyed by fire in 1876
MornBn GeuruN made her last official visit there

thought that she was under the protection
of the Virgin of Calvary revived her con-
fidence. She adored the holy will of God
and hero ica l ly  accepted the coming
anguish and agony. Her soul soon felt a
profound peace, so that she was enabled
to devote her whole mind to her spiritual
affairs. She was, in fact, the first to per-
ceive the imminence of the danger.
When, towards eight o'clock, she spoke
of receiving the Last Sacraments, nobody
but herself seemed to realize the gravity
of her condition.

in the morning she had been longing for
this Bread of Wayfarers.

Before the Last Sacraments were ad-
ministered, she made her profession of
faith and asked Bishop Bourget, who had
come to console her, to beg pardon o[ the
Sisters for all the sorrows she might have
caused them. When the Sisters expressed
a wish to receive some counsels for the
Institute, the venerated Mother briefly
recalled the fundamental virtues of the
Institute : humility, simplicity, charity.
As she pronounced the word charity, that
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virtue she had so urgently recommended
the preceding evening, she lost conscious-
ness. It was now ten o'clock in the
morning. She remained unconscious to
the end which came at half past four in
the afternoon, scarcely twelve hours from
the beginning of the fatal attack. She
was aged fifty-one years, seven months,
four days, and had spent seven years,
eleven months, fifteen days in religion.

the scene. Nearly thirty years later, on
September 23, 1879, he wrote to the
Sisters : "This anniversary recalls the
duy that your venerated Foundress
quitted this vale of tears to enter into a
happier life. I have never been able to
forget, and I think I never can banish
from my mind, the consternation, or
rather the prostration of the Community
gathered around her death bed. . . ."

It would seem as though this sudden
ending, llke a lightning flash, served to
illumine all the events of her existence.
All now understood how much suffering
her deeds of charity had cost her and also
their worth to humanity. Indescribable
anguish pierced the hearts o[ all present
in the infirmary; and this sorrow swiftly
spread throughout the house. Lamenting
and loud cries of grief were heard every-
where. Bishop Bourget was astounded at

1,, '-, i
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The sad tidings soon circulated in the
wards of the poor, in the homes of bene-
factors and friends of the Institute.
Everywhere there were tears and regrets.
From all parts of the city people flocked,
asking as a favor permission to pray near
the remains, to look once more upon the
features of their beloved friend; but the
contagious character o[ the disease for-
bade this consolation.

The bodv of our venerated Mother
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Irrfir.u"y where Mother Gamelin died Septembe r 23, l85l
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was placed immediately in the coffin and
covered with quicklime. The poor of the
Asile could not resign themselves to these
precautions. A lady of St. Denis Street
found at her door an aged woman sob-
bing aloud. "Our Mother Superior is
dead," she cried, "and they won't even
let us approach her coffin."

On the following day the funeral took
place in the chapel of the Asile, without
any other solemnity than the mourning o[

her daughters and of the aged and the
orphans. Her remains were placed in a
vault in the crypt underneath the chapel,
on the Gospel side. There one may read
the epitaph bearing her name, the date of
her death, and the verse from the Book of
Proverbs : She hath considered a field
and bought it; with the fruit of her hands
she hath planted a uineyard. (Prov. 31,
l6 ) . It is brief , but it sums up all.

As we meditate at this tomb. our souls
rise above the somber reflection on death,

and a saying of the Master lights up the
obscurity and silence which envelop this
resting place : "Llnless the grain of
wheat, falling into the earth, die, itself re-
maineth alone; but if it die it produceth
much fruit." (]ohn, 12,24).

We see this generous sower to whcim
the divine Husbandman had confided a
portion of His field, scattering, from the
early morning of life, acts of kindness and
devotedness of a quality already precious

enough to yield an ample harvest of
merits. But when God wished a more
abundant harvest still, luxuriant enough
to cover the foothills of the Rockies and
the icy steppes of Alaska, He bade His
worker enrich the soil by casting into it
her will and her liberty.

The grain of wheat died ! But beholo
the abundant harvest spreading to the far
horizons of the continent, to the four
corners thermf !

Foundresses pass away, but their
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work remains, because it is the work of
God. Toil and sweat and tears are the
dew which give to the harvest its a-
bundant yield. Of this fruition we shall
tp".u\,. passing in^review the presen t -day
activities of the Community,founded by
Mother Gamelin.

At the death of the Foundress the
Institute numbered seven missions in
which were exercised the following
works : care of the aged, visits in thE
homes, depots for distriSution to the poor.
care of orphans, care of the insane, hbmes
for lady boarders, care of sick priests,
boarding and day schools for qirls, di-
rection of the Daughters of St. B"landine.

In the first seven years of the exist-
ence of the Institute the statistics were as
follo'*rs : aged and infirm women, 100;
aged- men, l0; infirm priests, 6; lady
boarders, 12; orphan boys, 36; orphai
girls, 95; pupils, 700; siik hospitafized,

THE INSTITUTE _

45;. Sisters p_rofessed (including 9 who
had died) , 57; novices, lT; postrilants, 7.
(Historical Notes, p. 6I).

If we compare these fiqures with
those for the Centenary yeat,-which will
be given later, we shail see greater sig-
nificance in the followinq quo"tation frolm
the Melanges petigi"u*6f. September 30,
1851 , on the occasion of the death of our
venerated Foundress :

"How admirable is that divine provi-
dence which has willed to accomplish so
much .gogd, to do such great'works,
through the instrumentality of one sole
woman born in obscurity, who gave up
ler fortune but who found the riches of
faith a,nd charity_! M,ay thanks be giuen
eternally.to God, the author of every
perfect gift, who gaue to our city io nobl"e
a woman; to our centuty, so shining an
example !"
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PART II

Pzelent 3^y lr{/"rlt

"The grain of mustard has become
a great bee."

Merr. 13.31-32



__ CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Mornen PnexnoEs oE PnovtoBNca, Superior General since 1934
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The dare of the aged may be called
the cornerstone of the works of our Insti'
tute. Its origin goes back to 1828, fifteen
years before the erection of our Com-
munity. Let us briefly recall it.

About mid-December, 1827, an As-
sociation of Ladies of Charity was
formed in Montreal for the relief of the

OF PROVIDENCE

THE CARE OF THE AGED

Our aged guests are busy . . ' as in Mother Gamelin's time

whom she was soon to lose) she had also
taken full responsibility for an idiot boy
whom her husband had asked her to be-
friend; and she threw herself, moreover,
into the work of relieving the unfortunate.

She soon discovered, among the poor,
sufferings difficult to assuage. The Gen-
eral Hospital of the Gray Nuns could

poor. A special committee was appointed
to visit the sick in their homes. Madame
Gamelin, who had been a widow for some
weeks, was among the members named
for this work.

While lavishing the most tender care
on the only child remaining to her (and

not care for all needs. The wretchedness
of many aged women, languishing in pov-
erty and neglect, touched the heart of the
compassionate visitor.

Madame Gamelin considered it her
duty to relieve, at whatever cost to self,
the wretched state of those whom pover-
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ty and decrepitude exposed to die in com-
plete abandonment. Her confessor hav-
ing encouraged her in this new aposto-
late, she immediately set to work. She
applied to Father Claude Fay, pastor of
Notre Dame (then the only parish of
Montreal) for a suitable building near
her own home to carrv on her charitable
project. Father Fay g-ave her the ground
floor of a small parochial school at the

wait for her, she soon began to taste the
bitterness of contradiction which good
works so often encounter.

Her early sorrows while maturing her
had detracted nothing from the winning
grace of her personality. Were all the
gifts with which earth and heaven had
dowered her to be devoted to this ob-
scure and often revolting work, her ac-
quaintances asked.

St. Vincent's Home, Seattle, Washington - Guests' living room

corner of St. Catherine and St. Lawrence
Streets. There she received the first in-
mate, the widow St. Onge, one hundred
two years old.

In extending her sphere of service
among the poor, did this charitable lady
realize that she was setting her face to-
ward Calvary ? Whether or not she had
any presentiment of the crucifixion in

Neither ridicule nor criticism was
spared her. Moreover, the launching of
the venture met with all kinds of painful
obstacles. Madame Gamelin braved all,
drawing from prayer her strength and
consolation. Each day she prayed with
her aged women to obtain the grace of
sanctifying herself as servant of the poor.
Without neglecting her other duties she
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bent every effort to care for the inmates
of her little refuge. Already the people
of the city knew about this modest asile
which was soon taxed beyond its accom-
modations.

Madame Gamelin, who was living
with her cousin, Madame Nowlan, went
twice a day to care for her charges, to
preside at their prayers, to teach them

worries on Providence from whose
bounty she received the daily bread of the
establishment, without, however, any re-
serve for the morrow.

Four years later her little hospice al-
ready numbered twenty poor. La Mi-
nerue, the Montreal newspaper of the
time, brought the enterprise to the at-
tention of the public on the occasion of a

Aged guests - Providence Bourget, Montreal

Catechism, very often, to settle their dis-
putes.

In 1831 , she decided that she must be
near her group, and for this purpose
rented a double house on St. Philip
Street, installing her charges in one part
and reserving the other for herself. She
had a door opened between the two
dwellings that she might watch over her
guests and keep order. She cast her

charity sale at the house of Madame
Nowlan.

In the following year, Madame Ga-
melin removed the household to the YeI-
low House, which was given her by the
charitable Mr. Olivier Berthelet. In 1837
there were twenty-five inmates, all
advanced in age and infirm. The first
bishop of Montreal, Monseigneur Larti-
gue, regarded the work with sympathy,

. 7 5  .



visiting it often and contributing to its
support. The momentous evenis of the
years 1837-38 increased popular favor
as a result of the great prestige of Ma-
dame Gamelin, who was called at that
time the Angel of the Pdsoners. Because
of her circle of influential friends, Ma-
dame Gamelin readily obtained permis-
sion to visit the political prisoners who
had been placed in confinement after the
uprising of 1837. Her devotedness to them
and to their families was to be a source of

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

St. foseph Home, Spokane, Washington

lowing year it obtained legal recognition
under the title of "The Montreal Asile
for Aged and Infirm Women," a step
which gave a new impetus to the under-
taking. From the Melanges peligieux of.
the date we learn : "The Asile today
shelters thirty-one infirm persons, of
whom seven are blind; five, deaf; two,
paralytic; and five, insane. Their ages
vary from seventy to ninety years. '

In 1841, Bishop Bourget announced
to Madame Gamelin and the Ladies of

benedictions for her hospice. She bene-
fited not only by the admiration of the
public but still more from the substantial
encouragement she received from all
parts.

The Yellow House had already be-
come too small for the needs of a city like
Montreal; and Bishop Lartigue, his suc-
cessor, Bishop Bourget, and many citi-
zens thought of founding an asile which
could adequately care for the work.

At the beginning of 1840, the little
hospice counted thirty guests. In the fol-

Charity his intention of appealing . to
France for Daughters of St. Vincent de
Paul to take charge of the work. Imme-
diately a large property was bought for
the construction of a suitable establish-
ment for the poor and their future reli-
gious guardians. When the Bishop
found he could not secure religious from
Paris he resolved to begin a Canadian
Community of Daughters of Charity. He
gave the religious habit to the first seven
aspirants on March 25, 1843, and ca-
nonically erected the new Institute on
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March 29, 184.4., admitting to religious
profession on that day Mother Gamelin
and her six companion Foundresses.

Such is the origin of the care of the
aged in our Community, an origin which
is one with the very history of our foun-
dation.

St. Vincent's Home, Seattle - Our aged guests at recreation

This work has remained dear to the
Daughters of Mother Gamelin. It is
practised in thirty-eight establishments of
the Institute, thirty-one in Canada and
seven in the United States.

Among the aged guests are some who
have known wealth and held honorable
place in society; but reverses of fortune,
indifference or ingratitude of children,
sometimes their own misconduct or ex-
travagance have {orced them to shelter

their declining years in an abode of
Christian charity.

The atmosphere o[ cordial and af-
fectionate devotedness they find there
does much to reconcile them with life-
and also with their Creator when thev
have been negligent of Him. Conversions
are numerous in our hospices. And with
rare exceptions the deathbed scenes there

are those of the most edifying peace and
holiness.

This work offers to the Sister of
Charity the most consoling recompense
for her sacrifices-that of procuring the
salvation of the souls confided to her care.
Elsewhere the fruit of her devotedness
may elude hei or remain incomplete; near-
ly always it is uncertain; here the result
is assured. The aged who enter a hospice
nearly always remain there until death



and have the certainty of all the ministries
of the Church at the end.

We must not, however, picture these
hospices as antichambers to death. If you
visit one of the halls, where fifteen or
more aged are gathered, you will be as-
tonished at the good cheer that reigns

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

A New Year's dinner at the Hosoice Gamelin

rooms where thev receive the best of
treatment. Not only are they cared for,
but every effort is used to prolong their
life. More than once it has happened that
the aged of both Hospice Gamelin and
Hospice Auclair have lived to celebrate
their hundredth birthday, in possession

amongst them. Some are smoking while
they chat quietly; others are playing
checkers or cards; others are taking a
little nap in their rocking chairs. All ap-
pear happy as kings, and will agree that
they are, should you ask them.

The helpless and the sick have private

of their physical and intellectual faculties
and amid the rejoicings of the entire per-
sonnel.

Such anniversaries afe rare, but there
are other feasts which come often and
which add a note of gaiety to the daily
routine. There are religious feasts, fam-
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ily feasts, St. Elizabeth banquets, Christ-
mas dinners, programs, moving pictures.
All is arranged to preserve the youthful
spirit in the hearts and minds of our dear
aged.- 

From her home in heaven Mother
Gamelin must smile tenderly on her

daughters who continue here below the
work of her predilection.

At the close of the first Quarter-
century, the Institute was hospitalizing
280 aged people. At the Centenary date,
it was caring for 1966.

May God be glorified for all !

St, Vincent's Home, Seattle, Washington
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THE HOMESVISITS TO

It u,'as while visiting the sick in their
homes that Madame Gamelin discovered
a class of unhappy ones whom she re-
solved to help the neglected aged
people. When she opened a refuge to
receive them she did not cease her visits
to the families of the poor. So successful
was the exercise of relieving those in dis-
tress that the most difficult cases were
confided to her. It was in this work that
she received her first lessons in patience
and abnegation and in that ingenuity in
untangling difficulties which she be-
queathed to her religious family.

The first novices of Providence were
initiated into the work of visiting the poor
and the sick from the end of the year
1843. They called on the rich to console
them and to appeal to their charity; on
the poor, to assist them. Each morning
two or three of them, often accompanied
by a Lady of Charity, set out, basket on
arm, as is still the practice, to beg in the
different parts of the city, food and alms
for needy families. Mother Gamelin was
often of the party. Her long experience
of the works of charity enabled her to
direct her companions in this painful and
laborious ministry so new to them. Of
the importance attached to this work of
visiting the poor we may gain an idea
from the fact that of the forly-eight Sis-
ters composing the Institute in 1851, ten
were specially employed in this work. In
1861 the chronicles of the Mother House
note : "The regulation requiring each
Sister officer ot iornpurion tb derr6te one
day a week to the task of visitinq the
sici< has been maintained."

The first houses founded bv the Insti-
tute followed the example of tire Mother
House in this regard. On their arrival in
a parish the Sisters inaugurated their

ministry of charity by visiting the poor
and the sick. This furnished an oppor-
tunity to become acquainted with the vil-
lage folk.

The convent of St. Elizabeth, found-
ed in 1849 (of. which Mother Caron was
the first superior ) , owes its initial suc-
cess to this charitable work. Most of the
people, who did not approve of the pas-
tor's invitation to the Sisters to open a
house in his parish, refused to help them.
One day Mother Caron was called to the
home of a farmer to assist his wife in her
las t  agony .  The  devo ted  super io r
hastened to the bedside of the dying
woman, remained with her all night, re-
ceived her last sigh, and then laid out the
body. By her touching exhortations she
consoled thc family in their great grief.
This act of charitv did much to remove
the prejudice the 

- 
parishioners held to-

wards the Sisters. A few months after
their arrival the pastor could write to
Bishop Bourget : "Already the good they
are doing is having its effect amongst us.
Each time I administer the sacrament of
Extreme Unction the pious Sisters are
called to receive the last sigh of the dying.
What an encouragement for us ! What a
happiness for the parish !"

The history of the foundation of the
convent at Sorel, in 1850, is similar. No
sooner had the Sisters settled in their new
home than Mother Gamelin and one of
her companions assisted at the death of
a poor young man, and then begged suit-
able clothing for the laying out of the
bodv .  .  . .

Visiting the poor and sick went hand
in hand with the work of teaching. There
were consolations from the beginning.
One homeless young girl was sheltered
with the Sisters and did not wish to leave
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them. One non-Catholic was converted
before his death. All of these evenrs
created a favorable attitude toward the
work of visiting the homes.

I[ we wish an idea of the kind of
service performed in these visits, let us
read this page from our chronicles :

"On October 1, (1881) our Sisters
were called to an Italian family newly
arrived in the country. A little girl had
just been born, but the father, gravely ill
himself, was unable to make arrange-
ments for the baptism. Five other small
children completed the destitute family.
These poor people lacked all the reces-
saries of li[e, and their extreme wretched-
ness awakened in the Sisters a great com-
passion. They sent for a lady of the
neighborhood to prepare the baby for
baptism, and begged the necessary lin-
gerie for it. They also invited a young
doctor and his wife to serve as god-
parents. Then they provided nourishing
dishes for the two invalids, faint from
hunger. Next they went to some rich
friends and returned with chickens to
make broth for their patients. Before
leaving, they engaggd a woman to look
after the family and arranged to pay for
her services."

Here is another extract from our
annals : "At the present time our Sisters
are almost exhausted because of the many
night watches for which they are asked
daily. There is a great deal of typhoid
fever in the city, and the sick are practi-
cally abandoned because of the terror this
disease inspires. This is the time for Sis-
ters of Providence to step into the breach
and, thanks to God, nobody has recoiled
before the task. Each night six or eight
Sisters go to pass the night at the bedside
of the sick. It is a heavv burden added
to their regular day's work, which can-
not be interrupted. Their health is suffer-
ing, for so many are weak that the turn of

the othgrs comes oftener. But we have
consecrated our lives to Charity; they no
longer belong to self. I[ we sink beneath
the burden, our reward will be so much
the greater. The thought of the eternal
repose makes us face the fatigues with
courage." (October, 1881 ).

Thus, for religious vowed to the
service of the neighbor, is purely human
charity transfigured. If a generous heart
cannot see one in destitution or affliction
without wanting to offer solace, it is be-
cause the eyes of faith behold Christ suf-
fering in His members. It is He to whom
they minister in the person of the unfortu-
nate.

Bishop Bourget was keenly interested
in the development of this Community
work of visiting the poor in their homes.
"Mark well," he wrote to our Sisters in
1868, "that in giving all the time neces-
sary to these visits you are doing incalcu-
lable good. By proceeding prudently, you
promote good order and peace in house-
holds, you instruct the ignorant, correct
vices, suppress scandals, you establish
industry and economy among the poor,
teach parents the love o[ work, promote
the education of children, remoVe oc-
casions of sin, encourage the frequenting
of the Sacraments, and the conversion of
great sinners. This is almost entirely
done by the influence o[ virtue and the ir-
resistible potency of charity. Evidently
you have before you, our very dear
Daughters, a beautiful religious career in
making these visits to families. As you
see, the work does not entail great ex-
pense; however, if it is organized, you
will do more real good than in your
houses of education or even in vour
orphanages. . .  . "
(Monseigneur Bourget and'the work of

the Prcuidence, p. a22).
Faith{ul to the mandate of its Found-

er, the Institute of Providence is still
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actively-employed in the work of visiting
the needy in their homes. This service is
carried on in sixty-six houses. The sta-
tistics of the year 1942 mention a total
of 54,468 visits to 6,519 sick persons and
to 2,478 poor families.

a

DEPOTS FOR THE POOR
WORK OF "LA SOUPE''

The work of the depots and of "the
Soup" completes that of the visits to the
homes.

When the visiting Sisters first meet
families in distress they bring to them in
their homes the food and clothing of
which they are in most urgent need. But
more often the poor are invited to come to
the depot to have their wants filled. The
depot is a room in the convent, ordinarily
on the ground floor to be more easy of
access. There are stored the goods offered
by charitable friends of the work : cloth-
ing, shoes, foods, household articles, and
children's tovs.

At certain seasons of the f?ar, par-
ticularly after Ia guignol,de (a house-to-
house collection made before Christmas
by the young people of certain parishes )
the depot is so encumbered that the Sis-
ter_ in charge has a heavy task bringing
order out of chaos, mending broken arti-
cles, taking proper care of provisions,
organizing and distributing all her stores
with justice and prudence, so that there
may be no pretext for jealous| or com-
plaints on the parts of her proteg6s.

In ordinary times she spends in sew-
ing for her charges all the iime she is not
actually visiting needy families or the
sick. She remodels used clothinq, utilizes
remnants and scraps which .orn[ from all
quarters, and makes First Communion
suits and dresses for poor children.

THE INSTITUTE

Sometimes the visiting Sisters organ-
ize sewing clubs, where charitable ladies
give their services two or three afternoons
a week fior the poor. These sewing rooms
are sometimes used as depots, and there
the weekly distributions are made to poor
families.

With the work of the depors goes
that of the serving of soup in winter to
thousands of vagrants, the unemployed,
and the homeless and friendless. At the
door of the room chosen a table is placed
each morning. Already a long line of men
are waiting their turn, sometimes one
hundred or more. Three or four are ad-
mitted at a time and are served a plate of
soup and three large pieces of bread,
with a second helping on request. This
soup is prepared by experts with nour-
ishing ingredients. The guests declare it
has an aroma and a flavor elsewhere un-
excelled.

Many of the disinherited who wait
day af.ter day in the bread-line. have
known better days. For some ut{rorgr,
them it must take unusual courage thus to
station themselves in a public place a-
waiting their modest meal. But it is of-
fered with such tact and such genuine
kindliness that their embarrassment soon
changes to silent gratitude.

On certain special days this ordinary
meal becomes a feast-day dinner. Here
is a description from the chronicles of
such an event, which is not exceptional ;

"Feeding the unemployed has been at
all times one of the works of the Com-
munity; it has been practised in every
house of the Institute both in the United
States and in Canada. And in times of
depression there are workers by thou-
sands reduced to beggary. Then these un-
fortunate ones come in hundreds to thc
depots of our different establishments
where nourishing soup, bread, hot tea,
and other dishes are served them.
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"Owing to lack of space, the Mother
House now carries on its dailv distri-
bution at the Hospice Gamelin next door.
For the feast of St. Genevieve the visiting
Sisters had the inspiration of preparing a
real banquet for their numerous clientrile,
increasing with each day. They inter-
ested charitable persons who sent them a
great quantity of provisions. These added
to the regular allotment from the Mother

OF PROVIDENCE

at their initiation into this beautiful work
of charity.

"And what a mountain of food was
consumed during the long hours of this
banquet ! Providence seemed to take ,a
hand in multiplying the quantity when
there threatened to be insuffibient to
satisfy the hunger of all the guests of
charity." (Little lournal of Prouidence,
1922, p. 15).

House made a substantial menu of meat
and vegetabl,es, bread and butter, pastry,
cakes, and fruit, tea and coffee. In suc-
cessive groups of forty, the more than
{our hundred men sat down at tables cov-
ered with white tablecloths and were
served by the Sisters and some postulants
from the Mother House, the latter huppy

This work of the depots and of "the
Soup" dates from December 21,l84l.I t
is then a time-honored custom. In the
History of the Institute, Volume I, page
217, we read : "On the same day (De-
cember 2l), the regular organization of
the depot of the poor took place. Mgt.
Bourget had previously asked Madame

At the depot for the poor
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Gamelin to take charge of this work. She
eagerly accepted, for it was but the con-
tinuation, or, rather, the extension of
what she had been doing for five years in
distributing the alms of the Sulpician

THE INSTITUTE

Fathers to the poor of the Quebec
Suburb.

"On the morning of the opening of the
depot, Mgt. Bourget said Mass at the
Asile. This was Tuesday, December 2l;

THE WORK OF "LA SOUPE''
Abouet The guests of charity awaiting their turn to enter the hall.

Below: They are plentifully served.
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but it was decided that same day that in
future the distributions should take place
on Monday of each week, and conforma-
bly to the program of inauguration, which
had a certain solemnity as the following
proves : 

'Holy 
Mass at which the poor

and the Ladies assisted; this was followed
by a sermon. In the afternoon, distribu-
tion of bread, meat, fish, potatoes, onions,
peas, oatmeal, shoes, and clothing. Most
of these alms were furnished by the Sul-
pician Fathers. The Ladies added the
articles of clothing they had collected
throughout the city. . . .'

"Messrs. Berthelet and Tullock al-
ways took a lively interest in the develop-
ment of the work, and wishing to encour-
age the poor in overcoming the shame
they sometimes felt in asking for charity,
often sat dorqn with them and partook of
the soup which they declared to be ex-
cellent." (Life of Mother Gamelin).

The annual statistics for 1942 give
the following figures concerning the
work of the depots and "the Soup" :

Meals given to poor externs : 68,803
The work of "the Soup" : 103,000
Families assisted : 2,478
Alms in money and goods : $70,222,63

3

COLLECTIONS AND SALES

FOR CHARITY

Until the last years, the work of col-
lecting alms occupied an important place
in our Institute. Did it not, at one time,
have the distinction of an "episcopal con-
secration" ? That was in lanuary, 1843,
when Bishop Bourget was working active-
lv for the erection of Providence Asile,
which he was preparing to receive the
Daughters of Charity. The construction

entailed great expense, which the Bishop
resolved to meet by making an appeal to
his diocesans. After the example of the
Apostle, he went, himself, from house to
house to gather the mite of the poor and
the surplus of the rich. He visited the
whole city, the suburbs, and the out-
skirts o[ the city.

When later the venerable Bishop was
encouraging the Sisters to overcome
generously their repugnance for this task,
he said : "I rejoice in recalling that at the
first door at which I presented myself, I
was subjected to an insult. The good
gentlemen who accompanied me vrere
disconsolate at this treatment, but I was
huppy at such good fortune."

Mother Gamelin, also, might have
given her Daughters the example ol
humiliations received in the exercise of
this work. When she had exhausted her
own modest fortune in the support of her
asile for aged women, she did not hesitate
to ask her personal friends for help. She
took advantage, moreover, of the confi-
dence and esteem in which she was held
by the best Catholic families of Montreal.

Her irresistible charm won her the
privilege of going over her friends' ward-
robes and taking what she needed for
the suffering members of |esus Christ.
She knew equally well how to make her
friends loosen their purse-strings, to sup-
ply food, lodging, and clothes for her
dear aged charges.

In speaking of her after her death,
Bishop Bourget held her up as a model
for the Ladies of the Association of
Charity : "To such advantage did she
put all that was given her for her poor
that people declared it was a pleasure to
contribute to her charities: and when she
induced them to visit her asile, they were
so touched that they shed tears, and did
not leave without giving a generous
alms." (February 18, 1867),
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In smaller places where the collections
are still made, the Sister-visitor is usually
responsible for this work. In important
centers it is the work of a special Sister.
Her work is not confined to collecting
material alms; she sometimes discovers
miseries which shame or sensitiveness has
concealed from others and assigns such
cases to the devotedness of the Sister-
visitor. She is the recipient of many con-
fidences, and profits of them to ?rL-
courage, to console, to give good advice.
Often her visits dispel certain prejudices
against religious. In general she is well
received everywhere. She has, moreover,
a special clientdle, the Lady patronesses,
who save for her their contributions of 25
cents a month. Elsewhere the alms vary
from one to ten cents. The Sister accepts
with equal gratitude the coin of the poor,
who give to aid those more needy than
themselves, and the donation which the
rich give and never miss.

The Sisters engaged in this work
have many interesting stories to tell,
proving that this painful and humiliating
task has, too, its compensations sent by
God. "It generally happens," they say,
"that in houses where rfrre are obliged to
ask for our dinner when we are a long
distance from home, we become the con-
fidants of a sad story. Perhaps a member
of the family is living in sin. The sight of
the Sisters stirs a feeling of remorse; then
the sad story is divulged. It may be that
for years one has not practised his reli'
gious duties. There is financial ease but
no happiness in the house." This gives the
visitor an opportunity for some kindly
counsel and the"results are almost alwavs
consoling.

Much could be written of the com-
pensations of the collecting Sisters. How-
ever, now that hospitals and hospices are
allotted public assistance grants, the

CEN'IENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

house-to-house collections have greatly
decreased. In many of the establishments,
nevertheless, the government grant is
not sufficient to balance the budget, and
the Sisters are still obliged to appeal to
private charity,

In some of the houses, bazaars and
annual charity sales are still in vogue.
These enterprises impose a heavy ad-
ditional burden on the Sisters, but the
public enjoy them and lend them their
support.

Let us close this account with a little
incident. One day a collecting-Sister re-
ceived an alms which the donor accompa-
nied with a more or less joking remark
about the many demands made by reli-
gious. The little Sister tried to hide her
tears : "If you knew, sir, how much more
painful it is to beg than to.give !" Since
that time, this particular giver bestows his
alms {reely and without comment.

Undoubtedly, begging is the most
painful task imposed on the religious. If
its full bitterness were realized, none
would be {ound to add to its difficulty.
All, whether able to give an alms or not,
would treat the Sister with that Christian
sympathy which belongs to an under-
standing heart.

a

VISITS TO THE PRISONERS

To speak of visiting the prisoners, is
to revive one of the most moving episodes
in the life of our venerated Mother Ga-
melin. As has afueady been said, she re-
ceived the name o[. Angel of the Prisoners
during the political troubles of.1837. The
title reveals to us one of the most exquisite
traits of our Foundress.

After having discussed the events
leading to the uprising of. 1837, Mother
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Mary Antoinette, in her History of the
Institute, says of the unfortunate prison-
e rs :

"Most of them were ruined; for in
punishing a rebel, the conqueror did not
hesitate to confiscate his possessions and
so bring disaster on his entire family,
heedless that the innocent victims v,rere
reduced to beggary.

"The sufferings of the one and the
other found an echo in the sympathetic
heart of Mother Gamelin, who did all in
her power to relieve them. She had
friends in all the political parties. Bureau-

with a tender devotion to the Passion o[
Our Lord and to the Sorrows of His
Blessed Mother. She distributed to them
holy pictures and other objects of piety.
When circumstances permitted, she said
with them the evening prayer. But her
charity to the prisoners did not stop here.
She brought them baskets of provisions
which had been furnished her by her
friends. On their part, these brave men
gave her a hearty welcome, confided to
her their secrets, and entrusted her with
messages for their dear ones. The fam-
ilies likewise addressed themselves to

Montreal Prison in 1837

crats, patriots, moderates, neutrals, all
gladly welcomed her and entertained for
her a high esteem. Ever relying on the
help of Divine Providence, she solicited
permission to visit the political prisoners.
Having easily obtained this favor, and
accompanied by Madame Gauvin, she
daily called on the unfortunate captives
in the hope of putting them in communi-
cation with their families and of aiding
them to bear their sufferings in a Chris-
tian manner.

In order to make her exhortations
more effectual she sought to inspire them

Madame Gamelin in order to be placed
in touch with their relatives. The prison
officials were aware of all these proceed-
ings though they feigned ignorance at
times, knowing full well that Madame
Gamelin would never betray their confi-
dence.

"Madame Gamelin became a willing
intermediary between the prisoners and
their families. It was through her that
notary ]. N. Cardinal sent to his wife a
letter dated December 13, 1838, of
which an extract is given : 

'Today, 
good

Madame X brought you the letter that I
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had written some days since, and I hope
she will bring you this one tomorrow. . . .
Do not fear that she might compromise
me . . . . This lady is so kind, so compas-
sionate and virtuous that she will render
you any possible service. She takes great
interest in us. Profit of the time she has
it in her power to do so. . . .'

"Although many of her relatives were
among the implicated patriofs, Madame
Gamelin was allowed full liberty to visit
the prison. Her prudence and discretion
were never doubted. One day, however,
a public official-otherwise well disposed
in her regard-called at the Asile to in-
quire whether she had any firearms hid-
den there. "Oh, yes," she quickly replied
as she threw open the door of one of the
rooms where the aged women were as-
sembled, "here they are !". . . .

"The tribunal before which the un-
fortunate prisoners werg arraigned would
tolerate no communication between those
sentenced to death and their relatives or
friends. Madame |acques Longtin, who
had come to visit her husband condemned
to death on ]anuary 10, could not obtain
permission to see him. She was accom-
panied by her daughter Sophie, a young
girl o[ thirteen. In order to console them
as best she could, Madame Gamelin
placed a basket of provisions on the
young girl's arm, and together they di-
rected their steps towards the prison.
Obliged to cross the courtyard between
two rows of soldiers, Sophie trembled
with feal but Madame Gamelin reas-
sured her and led her to her astonished
f.ather, who could scarcely credit his
senses. Rejoicing in their momentary
happiness, -Madame Gamelin left them
alone and proceeded to distribute provi-
sions and messages to the other prisoners.
She prolonged her visit to the last moment
allowed by the regulations and then with-
drew, leaving the witnesses of this little

THE INSTITUTE:

episode in silent wonder at her ingenious
charity.

"This incideni was told us many
times by Sophie Longtin herself when she
had become a Sister of Providence under
the name of Sister |ohn Baptist. She died
at our foliette Hospital, August 13,1914,
aged ninety years."

This compassion for prisoners was
not a passing sentiment with Madame
Gamelin; it was a constant preoccupation
with her, one may judge in reading the
following passage of a letter written to
Canon Prince. while she was on her first
journey to the United States : "At Boston
I also visited all the houses of charity and
the State penitentiary, which interested
me greatly. I grieved for those poor
prisoners, of whom there are three
hundred there at present. They never
speak and they work hard. There were
some Canadians, including three from
Montreal. I recognized one of them; he
recognized me also, the poor man, but he
could not speak to me. It was in the
kitchen I met him and he followed me
everywhere with his eyes. I. wished I
could do something for him, the poor un-
fortunate." (Letter of September 18,
1843) .

These lines recall the Angel of the
Prisonerc of 1837. By an examination of
the authentic documents, we see that our
Mother Foundress did not confine her in-
terest to the political prisoners of 1837
but continued her ministry of consolation
toward the prisoners of all ages and con-
ditions confined in the Pied du Courant
Prison not far from her Asile. At the time
of her death (September 23, l85l ), the
M,llanges Religieux, then under the di-
rection of Canon Prince, published vari-
ous articles on the life and works of
Mother Gamelin. From one of these we
quote the following extracts relative to
this work :
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"Her zeal was exercised also in the
prisons. How many times she went to
console and instruct those detained there-
in, and to bring comforts and delicacies
to the sick among them ! How .many
ameliorations of all sorts she provided
fo r t he i r i l l s ! . . .

"And how many times she looked
over the wardrobes of the rich to procure
respectable clothing for poor prisoners
that they might be able to find positions
and become self-supportin.q ! . . . .

"The sick prisoners were the object of
her greatest solicitude. She did all she
could to relieve them or asked help from
others. Those she cared for so tenderly
over a long period of time have the happi-
est memories of her and will forever bless
that Mother so sympathetic toward those
expiating past misdeeds."

After the death of Mother Gamelin,
the work of visiting the prison€rS con-
tinued in the Institute. At the Mother
House, one Sister was named for this
special task. From the chronicles we gain
an idea of the nature of the work. The
record of ]une 10, 1904., states: "Our
dear Sister Rosalie has just had the sad
consolation of assisting a prisoner con-
demned to death. The execution of the
unfortunate Belanger at St. Scholastique
furnished her another occasion of exercis-
ing this painful ministry. Harrowing in-
deed are the scenes that precede the car-
rying out of the death penalty. But on
the other hand, the comfort her presence
gives to the poor condemned, the op-
portunity it affords her of fortifying a
soul so profoundly desolated, and then
the touching spectacle of the good dispo-
sitions of the penitent are so many com-
pensations for the Sister of Charity."

In the annals of 1912, we learn that
one Sister had the task of visiting prison-
ers of the French language, and another,

those of the English language. Twice a
week or oftener they went through the
prison wards to encourage and console
the inmates.

ln 1914, the Sisters assisted a murder-
er of Negro origin doomed to die on the
scaffold. He had become a convert and
prepared for death-in an edifying manner.

As the Pied du Courant prison has
ceased to exist, the Mother House no
longer has the opportunity to exercise this
ministry. But it is still actively carried on
at the Provincial House, Seattle.

The Sister who visits the prisoners
distributes to them objects of piety as mis-
sals, rosaries, scapulars, Catholic litera-
ture, and also proiures for them clothing
and other useful articles of which they
are in need. As the penitentiary is in an-
other town, she does not prepare the
prisoners for death nor accompany them
to the foot of the scaffold. She calls upon
all without distinction of creed, and the
prison authorities gladly welcome the re-
ligious and her companion.

The visits to prisoners for the year
1942 totaled 4,815.

o

CRECHES

Our Community cares for two found-
ling homes, one at Three Rivers, opened
in 1865, and one at Burlington, Vermont,
which was regularly organized in 1910,
closed in 1912, and reopened in 1941.

The work of the Gamelin Crdche.
which is under the direction of our St.
|qseph Hospital, Three Rivers, is to care
for foundling babies of both sexes until
they reach the age of three years. Most
of the children there admitted are illegiti-
mate. They arebaptized at the Hospital
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itself; and there also is kept the registry
of baptisms and deaths. As can be read-
ily understood, the mortality is high
among these unwanted little ones, be-
cause of lack of pre-natal care. As soon
as they are received at the Crdche, every
measure is taken to counteract the hand-
icaps under which they have begun life.
Four physicians attend to the children's
health, a dietitian, an infant specialist, a
surgeon, and a general practitioner. Six
Sisters, including two graduate nurses,
and ten seculars complete the service.

THE INSTITUTE

There, their real education corl-
mences. The work o[ teaching correct
personal habits is continued. Soon they
receive their first notions of prayer and
catechism, and begin the usual kinder-
garten training. At six years, they enter
the regular first grade classes; and after
two years of primary work, pass on to
the large orphanage.

In general, these little ones are in'
telligent and pretty. They are happy and
well cared for; and yet, €ven while they
are installed in these comfortable sur-

GaueltN Cnecnr, Three Rivers

A four-story fire-proof building, 100
by 50 feet, houses the work since 1931,
The two upper floors are reserved for the
infants; each story has a spacious porch
where the tiny babes take their nap. All
the most modern equipment for the well-
being o[ infants is to be found here. The
diet is regulated with meticulous care for
the building of sound bodies.

The boys, at the age of three, are
taken by the Dominican Sisters of the
Rosary at Cap de la Madeleine; and the
girls are sent to the nursery department
of our orphanage.

roundings, one cannot forget that they are
already marked with the seal of sorrow
and must bear through life the penalty of
a wrong-doing not their own.

However, they are yet blissfully
ignorant of this destiny, and all is still at-
tractive childhood. Every effort is here
being bent to securing for these children
a good start in life. And in fact, many
will be as fortunate as the children of
normal families since they are adopted by
Christian parents and brought up with
the most vigilant tenderness.

The average number of adoptions in
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a ydar is one hundred thirty-five, most
being chosen {rom the babies of six
months to a year and a half old. A bureau
of placement, under the direction of a
competent and devoted prie5t, guarantees
the children a home where their spiritual,
intellectual, and physical development
will be safeguarded.

A provincial law gives them civil
status and the right to a name; those who

OF PROVIDENCE

Babies at the Gamelin Cr€che, Three Rlvers

are adopted may never know the circum-
stances of their birth.

The annalist who has furnished the
foregoing details adds : "It is touching to
see the gratitude of those poor orphans,
the boys especially, who have never had
the privilege of adoption and who have
remained'at our Creche until they are five
or six years old. After they have gone
forth to face the world thev love to return
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The babes of the Criche are fed oasteurized milk

to their first refuge, to see their former
nurses; and when in need, they have re-
course to our help and protection. They
always look upon the Hospital as their
paternal home."

In 1,942, one hundred eighty-nine

babies were received at Gamelin Creche
at Three Rivers. Of these, seventy-five
were still there on fanuary l, 1943, At
the same date, the nursery at Burlington
counted seventeen.

Gamelin CrEche - The bathtubs Gamelin Crdche - Kinderqarten class
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PRII\4ARY SCHOOLS

The type of primary school known as
the salle d'asile is a maternal school where
children of five to seven years are ad-
mitted for a very small tuition fee. They
are the objects of the most tender solici-
tude on the part of the Sisters caring for
them.

In these schools the work is more seri-
ous and exacting than in the regular kin-

order, joy, and even application reign in
the kingdom of the "tout petits."

The younger pupils are.brought to
class each morning by one of the grown-
ups of the family, who also call for them
after class in the afternoon. A good rum-
ber bring their lunch; in addition, soup
and milk are served at the school.

The discipline is mild; there are f.re-
quent recreation periods during which the
children can run and play f.reely, But at

Babies at the Cr0che, Burlington, Vermont

dergartens of the United States; it cor-
responds more nearly to the ordinary pri-
mary school course.

When the classes assemble in Sep-
tember the teachers have the laborious
task of consoling the afflicted and obtain-
ing a reasonable amount of conformity to
the regulations. At the end of some days,

a given signal, they stop playing and take
their ranks quietly. On seeing their
obedience and docility one recalls the
word of the Master: "Except you be con-
verted and become as little children, you
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven."

The pupils who leave the Sa//es
d'Asile at seven years have made their
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Salle d'Asile of the Sacred Heart, Mother House - Dinner time
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First Communion. They have had a start
in reading, writing, numbers, and gram-
mar, and may be admitted to second
grade of the regular school, for which
they are well prepared.

Religious instruction takes preced-
ence over all other subiects. These chil-

The "tout petits" St. Ann's Day Nursery, Montreal

Sign of the Cross. That evening an older
brother, about twenty years of age, spoke
abusivelv to the father. The child, who
was obslrving all, made the Sign of the
Cross, once, twice, three times in succes-
sion. The elder brother, infuriated, was
going to strike the little fellow, when the

dren, whose souls are yet pure, readily
absorb truths of the supernatural order.
Sometimes, too, they exercise an uflcon-
scious apostolate in their own homes, with
huppy results.

One of these little ones, scarcely five
years old, was present at a lesson on the

father inguired why the child had done
this. "The devil is here," he answered,
"and I am making the Sign o[ the Cross

.to banish him." Instantly the reviling
stopped, and the young man, confused,
burst into tears.

For the Sister of Charitv, what a
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privilege to awaken in these young souls,
still clothed in their baptismal innocence,
the love of Our Lord and His holy
Mother. It is to be hoped that the solid
foundation of religious instruction laid in
these classes will later' develop good cit-
izens and excellent Catholics.

The number of children in our Sa//es
d'Asile of Montreal, fanuary l ,1943,was
three hundred forty'six.

ORPHANAGES

The first orphanage of the Sisters of
Providence dates from May l, 1844, a
month after the profession of our Mother
Foundresses. The fact is thus chronicled
in the Historg of the Institute :

"The Sisters wished that the month
of May, 1844, be celebrated, like that of
the preceding year, with all the fervor

At St. Ann's Primary School and Day
Nursery in St. Ann's parish the pupils
are kept until the completion of the
second grade. Besides the classes, there
is a day nursery for the pre-school chil-
dren of working mothers.

Orphan girls, Providence Bourget, Montreal

possible. In her ardent gratitude towards
Mary, Sister Gamelin desired that the
most beautiful garden flowers should be
gathered to adorn her altar. 

'May 
the

perfume of these flowers,' she said,'soothe 
the wounds o[ that maternal

heart, pierced by so many swords of sor-
rows !'
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"But the most precious offering pre-
sented to the Mother of God by the pious
Daughters of Charity was the opening of
an orphanage. On May 1, twelve little
homeless girls came to seek shelter under
the wings of the young Providence. The
Bishop undertook the support of one
child and the Asile adopted one gratui-
tously. A citizen o[ Montreal gave
twenty-five louis to complete the prepa-
ration of the apartments destined for the
children. This part of the Asile was ded-
icated to the Most Holy Virgin."

them, and she willingly agreed. On fuly
11, 1847, an orphanage known by the
name of St. |erome Emilien was opened
in the house of Madame Nowlan, cousin
of Mother Gamelin. One hundred fifty
orphan boys were immediately installed
there, the girls being placed in charge of
the Religious of the Good Shepherd.

To these orphan children of the early
days succeeded thousands of others, as
the foundations of our Institute increased.

With the years, the orphanages have
undergone many changes : today they

Our orphan girls are taught sewing and knitting

At the death of Mother Gamelin, the
lirst orphanage was transferred to the
St. James School, remodeled and ?n-
larged. It was named St. Alexis Orphan-
age.

ln 1847, a terrible epidemic of typhus
broke out among the shiploads of Irish
immigrants whom famine and disease had
forced to take the route of exile. The
dreadful mortality of adults left many
orphans to be cared for. Bishop Bourgbt
asked our Mother Foundress to shelter

are on an equal footing with our boarding
schools, united with them in organization,
discipline, program of studies, religious
formation, and health program. Where
the two categories are found in the same
house, orphans and boarders have the
same uniform, the same table, the same
classes. All form one homogeneous
group.

In the regular orphanages, the pupils
complete the ninth grade. Those with
aptitude may then be sent to one of our

. 9 7 .



houses lor the superior course, or they
may take a specialized course. Many
take up teacher training at our St. Ursule
Normal School.

The subject of home economics oc-
cupies a place of honor in all our orphan-
ages, according to the outline of the
Catholic Committee, which has made this
instruction obligatory in its curriculum.
The pupils have the opportunity to

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

St. Joseph Orphanage, Burlington - The dentist's visit

be allowed to pass the summer with their
parents or a responsible relative, Those
who have no kindred with whom thev
may be prudently placed have the benefit
of summer camps ot, at least, of numerous
outings.

The Sisters try to safeguard the
future of orphan girls. As they grow up
they are warned of the dangers they must
face in the world. When thev must de-

practise all the activities of home-keeping,
including washing, ironing, cooking, and
the culture of flowers and veqetables.

They are carefully taught" habits of
neatness and order, and impressed with
the necessity of putting the useful be-
fore the agreeable.

As an incentive to good work, the
pupils may be enrolled in the different
pious confraternities;

At vacation times, the children mav

cide their future life work, they are ad-
vised to choose'according to their apti-
tudes, and they have the advantage of
closed retreats. Manv become teachers
or nurses, and many oihers enter the dif-
ferent religious communities.

Those with no ability for intellectual
work are trained in some manual skill
which may enable them to earn their
living.

The Institute guards as a precious
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St, Joseph Orphanage, Burlington - The children's lavatory

St. Joseph Orphanage, Burlington .- The boys' living room
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legacy the great tenderness of the Found-
ress toward the children committed to her
charge and continues to bestow on them
the maternal love and the security of a
home which are the portion of the more
favored who have never known vicissi-
tude.

Of the twenty-one orphan homes of
the Community, six receive both boys and
girls, and two are for boys exclusively.
The orphanages included with boarding
schools are not counted in this number.

In some of our lardins d'Enfants
(boarding and day schools which prepare
pupils for the classical course ) there are
groups of orphan boys who are cared for
bv our Sisters. Over and above this. some
of our larger houses, as hospitals and
hospices, give a home to a certain number
of students, who, without this help,
would be unable to pursue their college
studies. Many of these proteg6s have
achieved their life ambition of becoming
priests, or have entered religious life or
one of the professions. Today we count
among them doctors, lawyers, priests,
and missionaries in Africa and in China.

The total number of orphan children
actually being cared for by our Commu-
nity, according to the figures of January
l, 1943, is 2522-882 boys and 1640
girls.

o

ASSOCIATION OF THE LADIES
OF CHARITY

Various charitable organizations
helped with the works of our venerated
Foundress, from the time when she first
began to devote herself to the service o[
the poor in 1828. The one which still ex-
ists, and whose memorv we wish to re-
call here, was canoniiallv erected bv
Bishop Bourget, November 6, 1841. Its
particular end was the support of the
poor hospitalized at Providence Asile, a

ministry which the Bishop intended to
confide to the Daughters of Charity from
France. The task of these Ladies was to
raise funds for the construction of this
asile and to make all preparations for the
arrival of the new religious.

Their project had, on the precedent
September 18, received a fixed status, by
the civil recognition of Madame Game-
lin's hospice. By giving a religious char-
acter to their organization, Bishop Bour-
get wished to provide them with a means
of personal sanctification in the exercise
of their good works. They were to labor,
not for the esteem of the public; not even
for the gratitude of their proteges; but for
a higher motive. It was fitting to stimu-
late their charity by all the resources o[
faith.

Moreover, the Association wits es-
tablished under the patronage of the
Catholic religion and in the name of
Christian charity," having for first titu-
lary Our Lady o[ Pity, and for second,
St. Elizabeth of Hungary; for first patron,
St. Vincent ile Paul; for second, St.
Genevieve. "Under these happy 'aus-
pices," wrote their Bishop, may your
new mission be a complete success. As
truly Christian women, devoted through
tender charity to the solace of the un-
fortunate, you will give glory to religion."

One sees here how carefullv Bishop
Bourget fed the sacred flame of super-
natural enthusiasm among those who col-
laborated in his works !- Under his di-
rection the Ladies of Charity multiplied
their charitable activities : collections
throughout the city, bazaars and sub-
scriptions; personal gifts of money and
goods; visits to the poor and sick in their
homes; distributions oI help at the depots.

The Mdlanges Religieux o[. the period
gives us some idea of the zeal of these
Ladies, in the following article, publish-ed
fairuary 21, 1842 : "There must be some-
thing divine in the name Seroants of the
Poor.. . . Without doubt it is an inspira-
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tion St. Vincent de Paul received from
heaven in one of his communings with
the Father of the Poor. He had Do soon-
er bestowed it upon the Ladies o[ Charity
than'persons of all ranks of society were
seen hastening to enroll themselves in
that humble association.

"Monseigneur of Montreal, ap-
propriating to himself the heart and the

rules of this great saint, wished also to
give the name Seruants of the Poor to the
Ladies of the Association of Charitv (of
Providence). This name upp"ur" 'd'ro
honorable to them that they immediately
set to work by organizing an association
at the Providence Asile, which they made
the general depot for charitable offerings.

Nothing escaped their vigilance. They
divided the St. Lawrence Suburb into
districts; some visited the poor; others
went from store to store, begging clothes
for the suffering members of fesus Christ.
Some were present at the Asile each
Monday to distribute with their own
hands the alms collected during the week.
. , . It was edifying to see leaders of socie-

ty fulfilling the duties of servants of the
poor . . . . Many of these Ladies wept at
the sight o[ the miseries they witnessed...
At one of these distributions a child ol
seven years said to her mother : 

'I 
can be

a servant of the poor too !' Many distin-
guished servants of the poor, now famous
in history, had a similar initiation."

Ladies of Charity of the Asile of Providence - Card party in favor of the poor
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This impulse of charity among the
people of every rank was to continue, to
the benefit of our Community, when, the
Daughters of Charity being unable to
come to Montreal, Bishop Bourget found-
ed the Sisters of Providence.

In the Historv of the Institute we find
the splendid honor roll of three hundred
f.if.ty-three names of Ladies of Charity
who aided Mother Gamelin in her works.
And to these, how manv others have been
added since ! It would now be impossible
to list them all. But God has the records;
we know that they are inscribed in His
golden book of the deeds of charity. Sure-
ly He who rewards even a cup of water
given in His name will have a magnificent
recompense for the friends of the poor,
the sick, and the orphanbd.

The associations of the Ladies of
Charity are still active in many cities and
towns where we have houses, both in
Canada and in the United States. Some
o[ these contribute only a monthly pay-
ment; others contribute, besides, their
time and energy in the organization of
bazaars, card parties, and other entertain-
ments. Many busy themselves in sewing
for the poor. All are true friends and
benefactresses of our works.

It is pleasing to state that the Associ-
ation of Providence Asile, founded by
Bishop Bourget, is sfill, after more than a
century, a vigorous organism, as 'active
as of yore. The rnembers organize card
parties every week to buy clothes for the
poor. Two or three times a year they
prepare charity sales, plan conferences
on various subjects relating to the assist-
ance of the poor, and arrange radio
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broadcasts concerning the work of. La
Soupe, the meal served daily to more than
four hundred unemployed. Thanks to
these ladies, who belong to the first fam-
ilies of the city, in 1942 a Christmas din-
ner was served to over four hundred
unemployed. A committee of young
ladies of wealthy families sew for poor
children; they have also established a
vacation colony for little girls of the
working classes.

The Association of Ladies of Charity
in connection with the Institution for
Deaf-Mutes is one of the best-organized
and most active of all the auxiliaries.
They are made up of an honorary com-
mittee, an executive council, and an active
membership; in addition, there are many
friends and benefactors who at times aid
in the work. The famous oyster suppers,
held each year in the autumn season,
gather together thousands of guests of
the groups mentioned above. This enter-
prise, their card parties, and their Christ-
mas dinner for the deaf-mutes constitute
their chief activities. The Ladies give
generously of their time and funds for
the work of the Institution, which reqards
them as its most fiaithful benefactrlsses.

The Sisters are happy to be permitted
to utilize the good will of these Ladies.
The work is a recognition of the true role
of woman, whose most profourid in-
stincts urge her to spend herself iri, the
service of the unhappy. The more delica-
cy and thoughtfulness she lavishes 6n the
unfortunate of all classes, the inoici sun-
shine she spreads around her, the more
her own personal happiness increases.
It is just that it should be so.
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HOSPITALiZATION OF THE SICK

Faithful to its device,Charitas Christi
Urget Nos, the Institute of Providence
exercises its activities in the most varied
fields both in the domain of charity and
in that of education. However, according
to the Constitutions, the care of the sick
poor is regarded as the principal emplog-
ment of the Sisters. (Article 45).

One may consider this work as ante-

Even before her profession, Mother
Gamelin had installed in her house a
pharmacy under the direction of a colr-
petent physician. When she had become
superior of our Community, she made
plans for the care of the sick and was en-
couraged in the enterprise by Bishop
Bourget and by the Messieurs o[ St. Sul-
pice.

$'\ffi!Rt$'::.t

dating the foundation by at least fifteen
years, since its origins go back to 1828,
to the epoch when our venerated Found-
ress Mother began the work o[ visiting
families in their homes or, as we should
say, today, the work oL social seruice. As
the topic has already been treated, we
shall cbnfine ourselves here to the discus-
sion of the regular hospitalization'of the
sick.

General Hospital of Christ the King, Verdun, Que.

It is worth noting that neither she
nor her companions ever blindly pre-
scribed for the sick. With the exception
of simple household remedies, the Sis-
ters administered only medicines pre-
scribed by the physician. This, more'
over, is laid down in the Rule of St. Vin-
cent de Paul, which is followed by the
Institute.

The first Sisters of Providerce re-
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ceived their pharmaceutical knowledge
from the professors of the Victoria School
of Medicine, founded in Montreal in
1843. Its first members were Drs. Beau-
bien, Munro, d'Odet d'Orsonnens, Bi-
baud, E. H. Trudel, H. Pelletier, and
Emery Coderre. In the art of caring for
the sick, they were instructed by the re-
ligious of the Hotel Dieu, and the Gray
Nuns of the General Hospital. Both of
these communities and the Sisters of the

We have seen above the role played
by our Community during the epidemics
of cholera and typhus which afflicted
Montreal at various times. The tempora-
ry hospitals then directed by our Sisters
were the embryo of the permanent es-
tablishments that were to be consecrated
in perpetuity to the care of the sick, that
work, called by Pope Pius XI "charity
under one of its most exquisite and most
beneficent forms, and one most dear to

Columbus Hospital, Great Falls, Montana

Congregation of Notre Dame were real
mothers to them.

The following note, taken from an old
register, shows the emphasis placed on
the work of caring for the sick in the
formation of the novices :

"September 24, 1845.-Sister Tetu
(Mother Theresa of |esus, foundress and
first superior of St. |ohn of God Hospi-
tal) will apply herself diligently to the
study of medicine under the direction o[
Sister Caron."

the heart of Our Lord."
Most of our large hospitals had very

rudimentary beginnings. They conr-
menced with the barest necessities, their
only luxuries being the lavish devoted-
ness and charity which wrought marvels;
then little by little they acquired equip-
ment; demands for admission multiplied;
new methods made for facilitv of service.
Finally, spacious modern buildings re-
placed the primitive structures.

Simultaneously the proIessional prep-

. 1 0 4 .



OF PROVIDENCE

aration of the Sisters improved from
year to year. A half-century ago, "the
noble and holy profession of a nurse"
( Pope Pius XI ) was not a profession at
all. The service of the sick, was, how-
ever, regarded as an art and as a ministry,
and was so practised by the devoted Sis-

Nor do we detract from their merit by
rendering homage to the professional
superiority of those of today, a superiori-
ty resulting from hours o[ tedious study
exacted by the astonishing development
of medical art, particularly in the last
quarter-century.

!;

w

ter of Charity. The latter seems to be in
some sort a born nurse. She seems to
have an instinct for the tender care o[ the
suf fering.

We must, indeed, render tribute to
our nursing Sisters of former days, and
to the veneration in which thev were held.

;q

:;,-1n]

Surgery in operation

Our Community has spared no sacri'
fice, recoiled before no difficulty in meet-
ing the high standards o[ the most exact-
ing hospital requirements of the d^y.
Buildings were remodeled to meet mod-
ern exigencies or replaced by new struc-
tures embodying all the best features of
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the most enlightened hospital cor-
struction.

With the ever increasing demands of
the profession, there is, of course, no such
thing as resting on one's laurels. That we
may more perfectly fulfill our mission, it is
necessary to keep pace with the progress
of medical science, all the while guarding
faithfully our unchanging ideals. Stag-

address to the Congress of Catholic
Nurses adsembled in Rome in August,
1935.

"You should be, then," the Pope told
them, "the most excellent workers there
are, in the top ranks of your noble pro-
fession. You will rejoice the heart o[ God
by the honor you will render Him by your
nursing competence itself. The happy

St. Paul Hospital, Vancouver, B.C.

nation spells death, but progress vivifies.
Constant adaptation and constant r'enew-
al of the permanent tradition of charity,
this is the watchword of the Institute in
the administration of its works, and more
particularly in the care of the sick.

Such a program is none other than a
loval submission to the desires of His
Hbliness Pope Pius XI as traced in his

result of this will be a greater benefit to
the poor sick; because as competent re-
ligious, Christians, Catholics, you will be
the more sought after, you will but multi-
ply the opportunities for doing good, oc-
casions to win appreciation. It is, more-
over, through you, through 1'our person-
ality and actions, that you will gain
esteem for spirituality, the supernatural,

. r 07 .
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religion, the Church, the good God."
This supernatural end, the same Sov-

ereign Pontiff has stressed with an in-
sistence worthy of remark : "Paganism

and materialism are seeking an entrance

so did Our Lord fesus Christ. He com-
manded His Apostles to caffy health
everywhere, health of the body, but above
all, health of the soul. The life of the
body, yes; but infinitely more the life of

PoJrr-o*o, OnncoN - Aboue:St. Vincent Hospital; belorv: New Providence Hospital

everywhere; therefore you must be at all
cost filled with the spirit of supernatural
Christianity. TuIs IS THE FIRsr rHING To
DO,.THIS IS THE PRIME NECESSITY.

"You seek also physical well-being;

the soul, that soul whence the body de-
rives all its worth."

These two aspects of the same pro-
gram, the Sister of Providence synthe-
sizes in a phrase which epitomizes all her

. 1 0 8 .



.nursing life : to care for the body the bet-
,ter to reach the soul. And the annals of
,our various hospitals consist almost en-
.tirely of the history of this touching
.spiritual apostolate which goes hand in
'hand with the practical care of the sick.
There one reads the record of many con-
versions, where the action of grace has
rbeen manifestly aided by the prayer and
'sacrifice of the religious nurse as well as

X-Ray - Minor therapy

by her discretion and tact. This daily
spectacle ends by conquering the most
stubborn prejudices against religion; in-
sensibly the most hardened yield to the
force which can inspire so much coura-
geous simplicity, so much heroism and
disinterestedness.

"All the Sisters must have a thirst for
souls," declares Article 120 of our Con-
stitutions. The Sister of Providence em-
ployed in the service of the sick expe-
riences this supernatural thirst which
gives her the strength to immolate herselI
in her painful task. And when God gives
her the consolation of gathering the fruits
of her zeal she remembers the beautiful
words of Pius XI in reference to her pro-
fession : "lr IS woRTH THE cosr oF
LIVING FOR; ITIS WORTH THE COST OF TOIL-
ING FOR; IT IS WORTH THE COST OF DYING

FOR AN IDEAL. ' '

It would be impossible here to give
any accurate notion of the gccomplish-
ment of our hospitals; however, as this
work includes the care of the mentally
afflicted and the incurables, a more de-
tailed account will be given of these two
important enterprises directed by our
Community, adding thereto the general
statistics of our fifty-one hospitals.

o

DISPENSARIES

The dispensary complements the care
of the sick in hospitals. Medical special-
ists and competent religious and secular
nurses are thus accessible to the pbor. At
the dispensary, dressings and minor sur-
gical attention form part of the work; and
fhere the doctors' prescriptions are filled
without charge.

The first free Catholic dispensary in
Montreal was established by Bishop
Bourget in 1863, in collaboration with the
seven medical founders of the Victoria
School of Medicine; and two Sisters of
Providence, skilled in pharmacy, were
placed in charge of it. This was an added
blessing for the poor who were visited by
our Sisters, and whom the latter had in-

OF PROVIDENCE
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duced two physicians to care for gratui-
tously.

This dispensary, at first largely sup-
ported by the Messieurs of St. Sulpice,
was later financed by sales of the famous
"spruce Gum Syrup" manufactured by

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

At the patient's bedside

the number of. 4.0,573 patients treated at
the dispensaries and clinics of Provi-
dence, and a total of 41,136 prescriptions
filled free.

"Of all forms of progress," said Mgt.
Baunard, "the one which we who are old

our Sisters and still a favorite remedy for
colds.

Many of our hospitals have a regu-
larly organized dispensary, and most of
our houses, lacking this service, distribute
medicines without charge to the poor who
present themselves.

The statistics for the year 1942 give

value most highly is the one which can
show the greatest sum of good brought to
the largest number of people, particularly
to the little ones and to the poor." Is not
this the ideal of the Sister of Providence ?
And can she not, in consequence, claim
to be progressive in the best sense of the
word ?

.  1 1 0 .
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THE DISPENSARY AND ITS ORGANIZED SERVICES
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SCTiOOLS OF NURSING

"lt may surprise you to learn," wrote

Mother Mary Antoinette in 1924., "that

our first school of nursing, after Provi-

dence Asile, was organized at St. )ohn o[

God Hospital. It is however, an incon-
testable fact. How else designate the
courses organized by the sauant Dr.
Bourgue, chief of staff of the.Hospital;

Sisters themselves sometimes seem to for-

get all these aids that were given to sup-
plement their devotedness. Henceforth,
history will be better documented, since

the official acts will witness from age to

age to the sacrifices of each epoch for the

sacred cause of charity toward the sick."

Such was, for many years, the Pro-
fiessional formation of our nursing Sis-

ters. But with the march of time, amazing

and the conferences and demonstrations
given by the doctors and bY the more

skilled Sister pharmacists and nurses of

the Mother House, to train the religious

for their nursing duties ? You will recall

that even then the best medical treatises,

anatomical models and charts, and the

complete equipment for a demonstration

surgery were. brought from Europe for

the Sisters of St. ]ohn of God. Our older

School of Nursing - St' Paul Hospital, Vancouver, B.C.

new discoveries, inventions, and tech-
niques have revolutionized the field o[
nursing, demanding a specialized training
in keeping with these advances. Hence

the opening of special schools of nursing

where religious and seculars are trained
under the guidance of competent phy-
sicians and directresses.

In addition to the basic courses, many
of the Sisters have speci alized in dietetics,
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hygiene, hospital administration, and
medical technology. Each year sees an
increase in the number of Sisters of East
and West who have obtained the degree

i . * t ,

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Entrance to St, Vincent Hospital, Portland, Oregon

of Bachelor of Pharmacy, and not in-
frequently they carry off the prizes and
distinctions offered bv the Association of
Pharmacists.

t,
#
1

LLJ
J:uif;{+,- :
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Nurses'College, Portland, Oregon - Waiting room

The officer in charge of the St. |ohn
of God laboratories, who is a bachelor of
science, a radiologist, and a medical tech-
nologist, was invited in l94l to help in
organizing a society of X-Ray technicians
for the Province o[ Quebec. She willing-
ly complied, realizing that it would be an
advantage to the religious. Today this
association has its charter, its by-laws,
and its memberS, including eighteen o[
our Sisters who are certified technicians.

At present the Community counts
twenty-four schools o[ nursing in Canada
and the United States, with a total of
1722 students in training.

. r r7 .
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In the official registers of the founda-
tions of the Institute, the date of inaugu-
ration of St. John of God Hospitaf is
given as October 24., 1873, the day on
which the work began in the barracks o[
Hochelaga, under the direction of Sister
Theresa of Jesus, named superior of the
new establishment.

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

CARE OF THE INSANE

Maoaue GeMsuN and her protdg€ Dodais

accepted her strange legacy; she lodged
him and his mother in a little house in her
garden and bestowed on them every care.
By a touching delicacy of Providence, the
poor Dodais, who had never been capable
of articulating a word, was, at his death,
granted the use of speech long enough to
thank his benefactress.

However, if we wish to trace this
work back to its source, it will be neces-
sary to go back to October 1, 1 827, On
that day, Madame fohn Baptist Gamelin,
her heart broken with grief, was assisting
at the death of hbr husband. Before his
soul returned to God, he asked his wife to
continue to look af.ter a poor idiot whom
he had befriended. Madame Gamelin

The grain of mustard seed had been
cast into the earth; it had to pass through
the normal period of germination and
growth before becoming the mighty tree
that is today called St. |ohn of God Hos-
pital.

Mother Gamelin, in her relations with
her prot6g+is, was consumed with com-
passion for the mentally afflicted. She
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was amazed that a city as large as Mont-
real had no refuge to offer them, and she
dreamed o[ a spacious house where they
might receive competent care, and where
they would be a danger neither to them-
selves nor to society. The steps by which
the dream became a reality may be brief-
ly told in extracts from the archives :

Hochelaga barracks where the first insane were received

"November, 1845.-The inaugura-
tion of the work for the insane, in a house
in the garden of Providence Asile. Three
patients were admitted there, and Sister
Assumption (Brady) was charged with
their care.

"October I,  t852.-The St. Isidore
Farm residence at Lpngue Pointe was
renovated to house the insane and began
its work with seventeen patients. Bishop
Bourget blessed this refuge, giving it the
name of St. ]ohn of God.

"October.4, 1873.-Signing of the
first contract by which the provincial gov-
ernment confided to the Sisters of Prov-
idence the care of the insane. The Com-
munity began to hospitalize government
patients, the women at St. Isidore, the
men in th'e officers' quarters o[ the Hoche-
laga barracks, rented for the purpose
and inaugurated on October 24., 1873."

Reverend A. Lacombe, Oblate mis.
sionarv, celebrated Mass in the corridor
of the-barracks. On taking leave he said
to the Sisters : "I have seen many painful
sights in our Northern missions; but I
have never seen anything more merito-
rious than the work'you are accomplish-
ing here at Hochelaga."- 

In 1874 began the construction of a
vast asylum under the able direction of
Sister Theresa of fesus, the enterprise
to cost $175,000. To procure this eoor-
mous sum it was necessary to borrow
heavily and at a high .rate of interest.
Many people accused the Community of
imprudence; but once more Providence
rewarded the audacious confidence of Its
daughters. '

On August 14, 1875, al l  the patients
at Hochelaga and at Providence St. Isi-
dore were installed in the new building
which was solemnly blessed on October
28 of the same year by Bishop Bourget.

Sister Theresa o[ ]esus, who had di-

Hospice St. lohn of God inaugurated in 1875, destroyed by fire in 1890
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-CENTENARY oF

rected the work of the hospital since 1g73,
was eager to learn the most modern
methods of treating the insane. With
thilend in view, shd undertook a voyage
,9 

Fyrop1:. in 1889. She was accompa-
nied by Sister Madeleine o[ the Sacred
Heart;!V Mr. G. Lamorhe, legal aJviser
ot the Uommunity; and by Drs. E. Bour_
gue and A. Barolet, physicians of the
hospital._ For three months the party
visited the principal institutions for thl
insane in England, Scotland, France,

THEINST ITUTE-

charity; houses of Providence and'other
institutions were put at the disposal of
the sick.

Sister Theresa of ]esus, enfeebled by
age and worries, saw her life-work van-
ish in flames in the space of a few hours.
But, as our venerated Founder has said :"Experience has more than once proved
that one is never better off than *h"., or"
has lost all." It is then that God steps in
to provide for our needs. And He came
magnificently to the aid of His faithful

NS'-^ -$"-.-... .-.
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Temporary pavilions occupied by the patients from lE90 to 1901

Belgium, and ltaly. They returned with
the benedicrion of Pope'Leo XIII and
with a wealth of information for their
work.

Misfortunes were not wantinq to the
enterprise. On May 6, 1890, tooi place
an afflicting catasirophe : fire laid in
ruins the vast plant completed iust fifteen
h.ur: previously and at so great a cost.
r wetve hundred patients were left with-
out a shelter. These mournful hours.
witnessed prodigies of devotedness and

steward, who had begun to think of re-
building on the day oflhe fire itself .
. Confjding in Divine Providence, the
heroic superior_ set to work, only nine
days after the fire, on a temporary con-
struction, after a plan she had seen while
abroad.

In four months lhe gr_oup of buildings
was completed, and on September 8, ;ll
the patients, dispersed in different insti-
tutions throughout the city, took pos-
session of their new dweliing. It con-

.  t20.
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sisted of a series of fourteen two-story
pavilions, connected by a corridor, each
pavilion being 200 by 35 f.eet.

But the venerable foundress and su-
perior of the work had consumed her last
energies. On November 22, 1891, she
entered peaceably into her eternal repose,
at the age of sixty-six. Her death was
regarded as a public calamity.

ings, completed in 1901, and still in use
(1943'). These buildings, which house
the government patients, consist of twelve
stone structures of three stories each.
They are united by three corridors, each
one thousand feet long, and are also con-
nected with a group of constructions
housing the power plant, the workshops,
the kitchens and store rooms.

St. |ohn of God Hospital, bird's eye view, except Sanatorium Bourget and the adloining buildings

In 1895, on the site of the former Asile
was constructed a central stone edifice,
known as St. Theresa Residence, to
house private patients. Near the river is
Providence St. Isidore, today a provincial
house; the Community cemetery is near
by.

The temporary structures, known as
"the red pavilions," lasted eleven years.
They were replaced by permanent build-

To facilitate the carrying of foods
from the central kitchen to the refectories.
an electric tramway system was, in 1902,
installed on the ground floor. A pas-
senger service is maintained during the
rush hours of the day, throughout the
long corridors.

On March 13, 1897, the St. fohn of
God Hospital was erected into a cdrroll-
ical and civil parish.

. 1 2 t .
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SANATORIUM BOURGET
(1e2s)

St. John of God Hospital, as coo-
structed in 1901, .was far in advance of
t^t:_,rtT", in its general plan, in its ltghting
and 

. heating arrangements, and ln its
multrtude of accessories.

However, the.increase of population
in the Montreal district in time'""."r.i-
tated further extensions. Mor"o,rer-, the
great advances in the treatment of mental
diseases demanded u ."rrt.ulir"J ;;[;i
service, where all the equipment for the

THE INSTITUTE -

most modern therapy would be at the
disposition of the lrospital psychiatrists.
The 

-Community spared ,o 
'ouir" 

,ro,
sacritice to make this dream a reality, and
in 1928 the new unit was completed under
the name of Sanatorlum Bourget. 

-

, 
I.t is 

? hug." five-story, stone structure,
oomrnatrng the .front center of the pa-
vilion groups. The first floor contains the
administration offices, the chaplains,
q.uarters, the general pharmacv, thl den-
trsts oltices; the hydrotherapy depan-
mgnt, the reception rooms, .rd the post
of fice.

St. Theresa Residence - Avenue of St. Theresa Residence



On the second floor are the offices o[
the medical superintendent and his staff,
and the consultation rooms. One wing
luxuriously furnished is reserved for pri-
vate boarders and is absolutely independ-
ent of the other services of the hospital.
The third and fourth floors and part
of the fifth are occupied by patients.
All cases on arrival are received in this
building, where they are placed under
observation and carefully classified. On
the fifth floor are the general and special
surgeries, the oto-rhino-laryngological

OF PROVIDENCE

St. Raphael tramway inside the hospital

hospitals for the insane of all categories,
but I have never seen its superior."

The intention, however, in all the en-
largements of the vast plant is but to
shelter a greater number of human mis-
eries under the mantle of charity, the
better to assuage them. The Sisters ded-
icated to this painful and ungrateful task
can look for no earthly reward; but theirs
will surely be a very special recompense
in the hereafter.

services, the X-Ray and physiotherapy
departments and vast laboratories.

The establishment is set in extensive
grounds, with a pleasing arrangement of
shade trees, shrubs, and flowers. In win-
ter a beautiful solarium is at the disposal
of the patients. Outdoor sports as tennis
are permitted to those who can enjoy
them.

A registered dietitian is in charge of
the kitchens o[ the Hospital.

ln 1928, the permanent secretary o[
the Society of Alienists and Neurologists
o[ France, Dr. Rene Carpentier, te-
marked, after having visited the estab-
lishment : "I have visited a great many

LATER ADDITIONS

(re35_36)

Even with the erection of the Sana-
torium Bourget, the total plan of the St.
]ohn of God Hospital, as envisioned in
1897, was not yet completed. The hour
of Providence was now at hand.

On April 2,8, 1934, our Community
signed a new contract with the Provincial
Government for a period of twenty-six
years. This agreement offered guaran-
tees and advantages which permitted the
construction of further additions includ-
ing a central chapel. A month later, the
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work was begun, and on February 2,
1935, took place the blessing of the new
pavilion of Our Lady of Seven Dolors.
On that day the first Mass was celebrat-
ed in the new chapel, which has a seating
capacity of two thousand persons. Tha
structure has three wings, the central one
of 280 x 60 feet, and two lateral ones of
185 x 55 feet.

To balance this structure, the pavilion
of Our Lady of the Rosary was con-
structed in the following year, thus com-
pleting the original plan, though in a
manner different from that envisaged
forty years earlier. This pavilion, with
its chapel which has a seating capacity of
one thousand, was constructed exclusive-
ly for women patients.

Center : S.lu.lronIuu Bouncer

On eithet side : Our Lady of Seven Dolors and Our Lady of the Rosary pavilions
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On the first Iloor o[ the pavilion o[
Our Lady of Seven Dolors are located
the attractive modern classrooms of the
Enatrv Tavrnurrn ScHoor for subnor'
mal and mentally retarded children.
Here are trained three hundred busy, hap-

OF PROVIDENCE

EMILY TAVERNIER SCHOOL
(1e30)

py children, two hundred boys and one
hundred girls.

In 1930 some Sisters o[ the Hospital
visited the United States to examine in-
stitutions for the training of subnormal
children in order to explore the possibili-

SeNsg rnelxtNc EXERcISES

Breathing exercises

To develop the sense of perception

The Reverend Principal making the psychometrical test

Breathing exercises

.125
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ties for their mental development. Hither-
to the instruction of the children had been
confined to lessons in religion and read-
ing, together with notions of hygiene.

The first completely organized school
opened in September, 1930, with an en-
rollment of thirty-six girls and as many
boys. The teaching consisted especially
of lessons on concrete objects, notions of
politeness, order, discipline, bodily care,
a little reading and number work, with
frequent and varied recreative activities.

The pupils responded astonishingly to
the efforts made for them. At the end of
the year, the little exposition of the pupils
proved the gratifying success of the ex-
periment,

The Community now resolved to
organize the work permanently and sent
two religious to the United States to
study in the best schools of the kind,
those of Waverly and Wrentham, near
Boston.

In May, 1931, the school was fully

SENSE TRAINING EXERCISES

To develop the sense of perception Finger bending exercisess

Eguilibrium exercises
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coordinated according to the plan and
with the methods of the institutionS m€o-
tioned above. The Sisters also returned
with an abundance of material for sen-
sorial teaching, and for the physical de-
velopment of the retarded, who often suf-
fer from bodily handicaps.

ln t935, the school was transferred
Irom its provisional quarters to the new
pavilion of Our Lady of Seven Dolors,

RelorNc ExERcISES

and was formally called the EnaIlv Te-
VERNIER SCTTOOT.

Its end is to develop in these retarded
children the religious and social sense, to
enable them to care for themselves, and in
many cases to make them useful members
of society. Even when these ends are not
completely attained the training of the
school greatly improves the status of the
individual pupil.

Grnrs' wonxnoou

In dressing her doll, the pupil learns to make bows,
to fasten safetY Pins, etc.

*i

Learning how to knit
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The Montessori method, the pro-
cedures of Froebel and Pestalozzi, and
the great principle of Fenelon, Make in-
struction enjoyable, all have been laid
under contribution. This instruction is
carried on by teachers who have special-
ized in the education of the abnormal.

The children are divided into'small
groups of. a dozen or more according to
mental age, the latter being arrived at by
a series of tests of the Binet-Simon type.

Many of these children, because of

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

the repression of which they have been
the victims in their homes, have reached
the age of seven or eight years without
having the use of their arms and legs and
with scarcely any sense development.
Consequently the first exercises on entep
ing the school are those in sense training.
Chronologically the pupils in this group
may range from four to fifteen years, but
their mental age may be that of normal
babies of two or three years.

Rug crocheting

Making pastry t

ffi*;;

Absorbed in her sewing

The Reverend Principal visits the weaving room
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The Enarry TaveRNren Scnoor as
today organized (1943) comprises :

1. A course of sensorial exercises
of two or three years.

2. A maternal school for children
with a mental age of four to six.

3, A primary course to the com-
pletion of the third, or even the fourth
year of ordinary grade schools.

4. A household science course.
By the aid of ingenious procedures,

by unlimited patience and devotedness in

exploiting the smallest aptitudes and the
individual tastes of each child, the teach-
ers succeed in developing whatever little
physical, intellectual, and moral life these
poor handicapped children may possess.

The school has to its credit instances
of remarkable development, particularly
in the moral and religious sphere. Among
the children there is a group of croisds
who become veritable little apostles.
At their test for admission into the organ-
ization they have astonished the Rever-

Boys'wonrsuop

Straightening nails Making use of discarded boxes and old nails

Measuring Cutting with a circular saw
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end Director, who has declared that he
has not received better answers in schools
of normal pupils.

In each class there is a great store o[
material for teaching, some of it bought,
but by far the greater part made by the
teaching personnel themselves, who de-
vote to this work much time, ingenuity,
patience, and disinterested love.

The program of the day is exceeding-

ly varied and is adapted to the temper-
aments of the pupils : singing, instru-
mental music, religious instruction, phys-
ical exercises, object lessons, reading,
writing, number work.

Visitors are greatly interested in the
domestic science department and in the
workshops {or the manual arts; they are
astonished at the display of 'knitted
scarves, sweaters, mittens, crocheted

THE INSTITUTE

BoYs'wonxsHop

Using the mechanical perforatorTurning table legs

Perforating toy wheels
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rugs, and hundreds o[ pieces of lingerie
made by the little girls, as well as many
attractive household articles; while the
boys in a neighboring workshop, under a
skilled director, make tabourets, tables,
doll furniture, games, toys, window
boxes, and a great variety of useful ac-
cessories. All the cutting, putting to-
gether, polishing, painting, and decorat-
ing are done by the boys themselves.

In his report of December 17 , 194.2,
Mr. Roch Aubry, Inspector o[ Normal

Schools for the Province of Quebec, alter
visiting this school and the Medico-Ped-
agogic Institute connected with it,
wrote :

"I have talked with the pupils, espe-
cially with the boys and girls of the ad-
vanced classes, and I can bear witness to
the patience, the benevolence, the scien-
tific application, the long hours of in'
dividual training, lavished by their de-
voted teachers on these handicapped
pupils. The result has been to fit their

Sandpapering by hand Moulding - fruits and vegetables

A painter. . .  at his trade I

.  l3t .
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charges to take their place in society, to
earn a suitable living in an occupation to
which they can adapt themselves.

"If, on the contrary, these poor chil-
drdn were left to themselves, it is not dif-
ficult to imagine what would become of
them. They would be helpless beings, a
burden to society, if not downright crimi-
nals. And even from the financial ooint

Bovs' wonrsnop

of view, leaving aside all higher consider-
ations, they would be a far more costly
public burden. Hence it is easy to esti-
mate the value to society of the Institute
and the Emily Tavernier School."

The following figures reinforce this
testimony :

Pupils received since the foundation,
l42l (949 boys and 472 glrls).

Pupils given definite discharge, from
1936 to 1943, 438 (346 boys and 92
girls ).

Placements, 1937 to 1943, 77 (65
boys and l2 girls ) .

Pupils present, ]anuary l, 1943,300
(197 boys and 103 gir ls) .

o

EMILY TAVERNIER
MEDICO.PEDAGOGICAL

INSTITUTE

The work of education of the mental-
ly retarded proceeded rapidly and in
1938 received the approbation of the De-
partment of Public Instruction. On Oc-
tober 5 of the same year the Emily Taver-

Varnishing

Painter and decorator - budding artist ! Pyrography
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nier Medico-Pedagogical Institute was
opened. It is a special normal school for
the training of teachers for these retarded
children, whose instruction must be based
on medical knowledge, psychology, and
pedagogy. The practice teaching is done
in the school itself where the student-
teachers work with small groups of
children. The course, of two years' dura-
tion, is open to graduate nurses possess-
ing the required educational prereguisites.

The Intelligence Quotient of the
pupils ranges from sixty to eighty. Some-
times it may descend to fifty. This low
mentality is often accompanied by phys-
ical defects or nervous troubles, hence the
requirement that teachers shall have an
extended medical knowledge. The
courses taken during the nursing training
are therefore supplemented by further in-
struction in the normal school.

This type of teaching requires o[ all
instructors, religious and secular, 3 coll-
tinual devotedness and spirit o[ sacrifice,
as well as applied psychology, pediatrics,
and a special methodology. It demands,
above all, patience, mastery o[ self in the
most trying situations, coupled with an
adaptability to meet the most diverse
needs of the child.

o

NOTES AND STATISTICS

St. |ohn o[ God Hospital belongs to
the lnstitute of Providence, which is also
responsible for its administration.

The Superior is the first authority;
;ihe is assisted by her councilors and by

the Sisters in charge of the various de-
partments.

Occupational therapy is in great use
in the Hospital. There are large work-
shops where a variety of useful objects
is manufacturedl there is also much
wholesome outdoor work in the care of
the extensive grounds.

Most of the clothing and furniture as
well as many household articles are made
in the various workshops. The decided
artistic talent of many of the patients is
carefully developed, some of their produc-
tions being real works of art.

Every effort is made to bring the pa-
tients closer to the good God. The yearly
retreats are the occasion of numerous con-
versions, some af.ter twenty or thirty
years of neglect o[ their religion.

To entertain the inmates, frequent en-
joyable programs are organized by
friends of the house, by guardians or
nurses, sometimes by groups of the pa-
tients. These entertainments and also
radio programs are very popular.

.13r .
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In the exercise of their devotedness
the Sisters recall the first intention of
Bishop Bourget in giving them the care
of the insane, "to treat these unfortunate
ones with a truly maternal kindness."
(Mandate of the erection of the St. john
of God Hospice, October 27, 1873'),
They feel that the blessing of Bishop
Bourget and the protection of Mother
Gamelin rest in perpetuity upon the in-
stitution.

THE INSTITUTE

STATISTICS

For January lr 194t

Chaplains
Religious
Doctors
Secular Teachers
Nurses
Employees
Patients .. 6,207

Nofe,-The last figure includes both gov-
ernment and private patients. Besides, more
than a thousand patients are out on leave.

Total personnel ............... 7,180

5
390
23
6

37
5t2

, r34.



Sacred Heart Hospital,

At Cartierville, near Montreal, is situ-
ated Sacred Hearg Hospital for the care
of incurables and tuberculous. It is a de-
velopment of the work formerly known as
the Hospital for Incurables. This insti-
tution is the most remarkable of its kind
in Canada and its origin bears the special
stamp of God's providence.

On May 3, 1897, three pious young
ladies of Montreal, Georgianna and
Leontine Genereux and Aglae Laberge,
took an apartment on St. Etienne Street,
with the design of caring for the most
repulsive and the most abandoned cases
of illness. They placed their enterprise
under the protection of the Sacred Heart
and began to visit the sick in their homes,
hoping one day to be able to open an
asylum for their charges.

Strongly encouraged by Archbishop
Bruchesi, they soon put this project into
execution. They obtained a house on St.
Charles Borromeo Street, and here they
were joined by two new volunteers. So
many patients applied that they were
obliged to seeklargerquarters, andopened

OF PROVIDENCE

Cartierville. near Montreal

a house on St. Denis Street on March
19, 1899. This refuge was called the
Home for Incurables and has alwavs been
regarded as the real cradle of the work.
Twelve young women in all there con-
secrated therirselves to the care of the
most afflicting cases with an abnegation
and generosity above praise. Some had
positions in the city a4d their salary
helped to suffiort the house. They lived
poorly but without lacking strict necessi-
ties. A benefactress furnished the sacred
vessels and linens for the Holy Sacrifice
and one room was set apart as a chapel.
Thanks to the kindness of the Blessed
Sacrament Fathers the personnel were
enabled to have daily Mass under their
own ioof.

Archbishop Bruchesi, who had fol-
lowed with paternal solicitude the de-
velopment of the work, realized that to
secure its permanence it should be placed
in the hands of religioirs. This decision
was generously accepted by the found-
resses as the will of God, though it de-
stroyed their hope of forming their own

' 
iror,* dr Saw L.uer.
"f[. iffi Hslri,

SACRED HEART HOSPITAL, CARTIERVILLE
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community, thus adding another sacrifice
to those they had already made.

Our Community has carefully guard-
ed in its annals the names of these de-
voted women and the memory of their
virtue.

On December 4., 1899, our Sisters
took over the direction of the St. Denis
Street house, with the paternal benedic-

The enterprise immediately began to
take on new importance and to attract the
attention and sympathy of the public.
Here were received cases not admitted to
the other hospitals, to the number of
forty-one. By the following year the
number had risen to one hundred six, and
the registration kept on steadily growing.

In 1903, His Grace organized ao oS-

Chapel of Sacred Heart Hospital, Cartierville

tio. n of Archbishop Bruchesi, who was
to become the most signal benefactor of
the Hospital for Incurables. Several
months later the work was transferred to
Notre Dame de Gr6ce to the former
monastery of the Sisters of the Precious
Blood. Here the poor victims of incur-
able diseases found 

'themselves 
SUr-

rounded with unaccustomed comfort in
an attractive environment.

sociation of Ladies of Charity, recruited
from the outstanding families of the city,
who were to be the visible Providence of
this house of charity. Moreover, the
Archbishop sympathetically interested in
the undertaking benefactors able to as-
sist with their alms this establishment for
the sheltering of all miseries without dis-
tinction of creed or nationality.

The Sisters named for the undertaking

. t 3 6 .
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Dressing cancerous patients
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were filldd:with enthusiastic zeal and the
work ha$'been exceedingly fruitful from
the spiritual viewpoint.

In 19,10 it became necessarv to add
,  

'  
?  . 1

two wings of three stories each' to the
original s.,gutrture, thus making possible
thebette?'&rganization of the care for the
tuberculous, of whom there were then
sixty-six cases. Their number increased
annually" The statistics for the years

tuberculous. "Mont LaSalle" had been
purchased from the Brothers of the
Christian Schools to be converted into a
four-hundred-bed hospital for this pur-
pose. Before the negotiations were corn-
pleted, however, an unexpected catastro-
phe caused a change o[ plans.

On March 15, t923, the establishment
at Notre Dame de Gr6ce was destroved
bv fire. The inmates left homeless were

1920 and 1921 show that 636 of these
cases were admitted in these two years.

At that time the city of Montreal was
much preoccupied with stopping the
scourge of tuberculosis which was taking
so alarming a toll of the population. On
luly 4, 1921, our Community, yielding to
the urgent solicitations of the municipal
authorities and a committee of citizens, ac-
cepted the direction of a hospital for the

Group of crippled children

generously sheltered by local institutions,
but this hospitality could be but tempora-
ry. An annex cintaining the workshops
had been spared. The good Dominican
Fathers put at otir disposal the best work-
men of their monastery then under con-
struction for the remodeling of this annex,
and so skillfully was the work accom-
plished that in a few weeks the Sisters
had succeeded in cleaning and furnishing

.  1 3 8 .
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rooms for the one hundred fifty absolute-
ly destitute patients who could not be
placed elsewhere.

Meantime the Community had de-
cided to provide permanently for the In-
curables and for the Tuberculous as well,
as the city had requested. The two, al-
though distinct undertakings, were to be
under the same administration. The re-
ligious authorities approved the project,

The patients were overjoyed witfr
their new home, exclaiming with enthusi-
asm over the beauty of the site and the
arrangement of the departments, rqith
their floods 

'of 
sunshine. "We shall

certainly be cured here," they thought,
taking fresh hope.

On October 17, 1926, Sacred Heart
Hospital, Cartierville, was solemnly
blessed bv His Grace Most Reverend

if*{*tii
- i

A patient's room

;r:",:'

which also aroused an extraordinary
sympathy among the public.

In August of the same year, the Com-
munity bought a large tract of land at
Cartierville, and began the work of con-
struction. On ]anuary 27 and28 of 1926,
the patients, who had been sheltered in
the repaiied Notre Dame de Grdce, were
transferred to the new Sacred Heart
Hospital.

George Gauthier, Coadjutor-Archbishop
of Montreal, assisted by Archbishop Sin-
nott of Winnipeg and Bishop Des-
champs, Auxiliary of Montreal and oui
ecclesiastical superior.

The establishment, which began as a
refuge of chari'ty, is today an organized
hospital with its staff and assistants, with
internes and specialists for each category.

Pulmonary tuberculosis is treated by

. r39 .
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the most recent methods by specialists
working under the scientific direction o[
the Faculty o[ Medicine of the Univer-
sity o[ Montreal. A surgeon with wide
experience in pulmonary work is attached
to the medical service. The fresh-air cure
is facilitated by the attractive outdoors
and by comlortable solaria and wide
porches.

In visiting this immense hospital one
is impressed by the extent and equipment

of the laboratories, of the X-Ray depart-
ment, and especially the surgical depart-
ment, which includes a number of
surgeries for specialized works.

In the orthopedic department are
treated tuberculosis of the bones and all
osseous malformations. A great number
of the latter cases are cured or restored to
partial activity, thanks to the skill and de-
votedness of the corps of specialists in
charge.

STATISTICS
Chaplains 3
Religious 16l
Doctors ...... ...... 28
Graduate Nurses 34
Student Nurses 45
Beds for the sick 900
Patients, |anuary l, 194.3 814
Tuberculous ...... ...... 430
Incurables 107
Patients, orthopedic department ...... 277

LEWIS MEMORIAL MATERNITY
HOSPITAL

Unique among Catholic social works
is Lewis Memorial Maternity Hospital
which was founded in l93l by the late
Cardinal Mundelein, Archbishop o[ Chi-
cago, to aid Catholic families of 'lower in-
comes by reducing the mounting cost of
births.

--t

- , "1t ;

Bedside nursing
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Thanks to the generosity of a Catho-
lic philanthropist, a large hotel on Michi-
gan Avenue was purchased and entirely
remodeled to serve as a maternity hospi-
tal. Here for a reasonable fee the moth-
ers receive complete pre-natal and ob-
stetrical care, with the services o[ special-

fore the outbreak of the present war, in-
quiries were received even from foreign
countries as to the operation of the hospi-
tal.

One can readily imagine what a boon
such an institution is to a family with a
small salary, where each birth has so

LSWIS METORIAL TATERilITY HOSPITAL

3OTH s'TREET ANO MTCHIGAN AVENUE

ists and of nurses skilled in maternity
work.

The enterprise was, and is, regarded
as a Catholic social challenge to the men-
ace of birth control and as such aroused
deep interest throughout the country. Be-

severely taxed the family budget. It has
provided a providential solution and es-
pecially has this been true in the period of
depression, since the fee may be spread
over a number of small payments.

The building itself is a twelve-story

cHtcAGo, rLLtNOls
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fire-proof structure, measuring 100 x 115
feet, and equipped to care for three
hundred patients. It has always main-
tained a splendid record for the care of
mothers and babies, thanks to the out-
standing physicians who have guided the
work, and to the devotedness of all con-
nected with the undertaking.

The present Chief of Sta[[, Dr. Her-
bert Eugene Schmitz, F.A.C.S., nation-
ally renowned in the field of Obstetrics
and Gynecology, plans for an ever wider
scope of services for the hospital, through
the extension of its facilities. Lewis Me-
morial may hope then to send out ever
more broadly trained young Catholic ob-
stetricians who will interpret the teach-
ings of the Church throughout the nation.
The implications are of vast and huppy
augury for the future.

October 6, 1935, was a gala day at
Lewis Memorial Hospital, since that day
witnessed the birth of the ten-thousandth
baby since the official opening. Magnifi-
cent gifts had been promised to the child
whom Providence would choose for this
significant number, the most impressive
being the one thousand dollars offered by
the Cardinal, and two scholarships of-
fered by universities. As the time drew
near, radio and newspapers kept the
public informed, and when the figure
9,999 was reached the excitement of all
the medical committee rvas at its height.
At 7.47 in the evening, a fine boy weigh-
ing 8 pounds 6 ounces made his appear-

THE INSTITUTE

ance on the stage o[ life, quite uncon-
scious of the furore he was creating. He
was the third child of a family of Irish
descent named O'Dowd.

Five days later, on the feast of the
Maternity of the Blessed Mother, Cardi-
nal Mundelein came in person to baptize
the baby and to bless the huppy parents,
as well as the personnel of the hospital.

To underscore the significance of
this work, one can do no better than quote
the words of Rev. Auguste Pelletier of
the Blessed Sacrament Fathers, a lriend
and benefactor, to the Sisters of the earlv
days : "My dear Sisters, this is an activi-
ty that will one day produce an immense
harvest of souls for eternity. At this hour
when the world seems leagued with the
powers of darkness to destroy the work
of the Supreme Creator by spreading a
diabolic doctrine in the very bosom of the
Christian family, you, a handful of reli-
gious, hidden away from the tumult and
the pomp of the world, are helping to as-
sure the Christian and Catholic future o[
the country. How God must love you
since He has chosen you as co-workers
in the divine act of a daily and unceasing
creation !"

Since the foundation, more than
25,000 babies have been born at Lewis
Memorial Hospital. Surely Our Lord,
lover of little children, must look dovrn
with complacency upon this house of in-
fancy.

.  L 4 2 .



Although our Institute was created'primarily 
for the care o[ the poor and the

sick, and this has always remained its
chief activity, nevertheless the education
of youth has been an important part of its
work from its very origins, being inaugu-
rated by our founder and {oundrlss them-
selves. It was in 1846 that the Communi-
ty opened its first school at St. Isidore,
Longue Pointe.

Concerning this first school Mother
Mary Antoinette has written in her fourth
volume of the History of the Institute :

"By u mandate addressed to his dio-
cesans on November 8, 184.1, Mgt.Bour'
get announced his decision to establish
the Daughters of St. Vincent de Paul in
his episcopal city, saying : 

'The 
object

of their mission will be not only the care
of aged and infirm women at Providence
Asile but in addition to instruct little girls,
to visit the poor and the sick in their
homes, to bring relief to prisoners, to as-
sist the dying, finally, to exercise all the
spiritual and corporal works of mercy.'

"Later, when Mother Gamelin, just
before her entry to the novitiate, was set-
ting out from Montreal to visit the insti-
tutions of charity in the United States,
the venerable Bishop wrote to her :'Visit 

in great detail the establishments
of the Sisters of Charity. Find out all you
can about their schoo/s, their care of the
poor and orphans.

"The mandate of institution, that is
to say, the fundamental document attest-
ing the intentions of the Founder, repeats
on every page : 

'Henceforth 
you will be

in the world, not to take part in its pleas-
ures but to perform aII the works of
mercy, spiritual and corporal.'

"The opening of a primary school by
the Sisters oi Providence was then entire-

OF PROVIDENCE

V/ORKS OF EDUCATION

ly in conformity with the intentions o[ the
Bishop.

"Moreover, Mother Gamelin, before
becoming a religious, had been an active
member of an association for the support
of the St. facgues School. Her zeal for
the education of the poor, and particular-
ly of orphan girls, explains why she in-
troduced the work o[ public education in-
to her Institute."

On August 28, t847, Mother Game-
lin accepted her second work of educa-
tion, the direction of the St. facques
School; and, in 1849, her third, with the
foundation of a boarding school at St.
Elizabeth. In the following year, on the
advice of Bishop Bourget, the Institute
opened a house at Sorel, on condition,

First St-|acques School destroyed by fire in 1852

says the chronicle, that they will not be
required to giue instruction other than
that required by law to, elementary
schools.

In 1863, Bishop Bourget appointed
Sister Immaculate Conception directress
of classes. The work of teaching had al-
ready developed so much in seven years

. r 43 .



that there was need of a head to direct it.
Our venerable Founder himself drew up
the regulations, which, from the early
days of the Community, have been the
vade mecum o[ those destined for the in-
struction of youth. This wise guidance of
one of the Foundresses was the support
o[ the task of education in the midst o[ the
struggles and contradictions that were its
lot before it received the definitive sanc-
tion of the Church.

This educational activity was funda-
mentally an exercise of charity. Taking
their cue from Mother Caron, our first
Mothers and Sisters considered the poor
as indispensable to a foundation. With-

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Present convent of St, [ilizabeth, Joliette County

Province of Quebec about 1800, only the
religious communities-and they were not
numerous- and some institutions under
the direction of the clergy occupied them-
selves with the education of the people.
There were also itinerant teachers, often
paid by the pastors, who gave the country
children some lessons in the three R's.
Sometimes among the aged men in our
adiles we have found some who had
learned to read from such teachers.

On account of religious differences,
the work of organizing an acceptable
public school system was greatly
hampered. In 1824, a law was passed
authorizing parish administrators to de-

out their presence, the Institute cor-
sidered success hardly possible. When
funds were wanting and it seemed the
works of education must be abandoned,
the number of poor and of orphan girls
was increased in order to touch the heart
of Divine Providence. Then the space
reserved for boarding pupils was ex-
panded. By such procedures God could
not but be moved. The sympathy of the
public was gained and the activities
prospered.

As in the care of the sick, the works
of education have witnessed great prog-
ress in the course of a centurv. In the

vote one-fourth of their annual revenue
to the establishment of one or two schools
in each parish.

The Catholics of the Province of
Quebec today have entire liberty to
organize their schools and their programs
of study.

Our schools were not at first under
the jurisdiction o[ the Council of Public
Instruction. Our pupils were taught re-
ligion, French, arithmetic, history, and
domestic science, this being considered
sufficient for the middle classes of the
period. ln 1877 algebra was added to
the course of studies, and the teachers

.  r44 .
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were obliged to sacrifice their vacations
to masterlhis branch themselves. A little
later, the subjects o[ the model school
course were added, and the pupils o[ our
boarding schools were able to earn teach-
ing diplomas by taking the examinations
of the Central Bureau.

Our young and Progress-ive Mother
Mary Antoinette, who had been highly
successful as a teacher, did much to raise
the standards o[ the schools. It was one

tions. To aid the students of the higher
classes, she published the Recueil sur
diuerses matieres, which was used for
thirtv years and rendered immense s€rv-
ice. 

'Fbr 
beginners, she edited the Petit

catdchisme fiistorigue, which has not yet
outlived its lsefulness.

Named fourth assistant general in
1892, Mother Mury Antoinette con-
tinued for four years more her office o[
directress of studies. In 1893, she ac-

of her pupils who won the first model
diploma. In 1890, the General Council
appointed Mother Mary Antoinette Gen-
eral Directress o[ studies, an appoint-
ment which proved a great stimulus to
the teachers, In her visits to the schools
she set to work to remedy defects wher-
ever she found them, especially in meth-
ods of teaching. Her conferences to the
teachers were full of practical sugges-

companied the Superior General, Mother
Maiy Godfrey, in her official visitation
of the Northwest, profiting of the oc-
casion to reorgani2e the program of
studies in the schools of those provinces,
In her Life of Mother Mary Antoinette,
Mother Benedict says :

"Up to this time, teaching- did tot go
beyond the elementary grgdgs. Pupils
then attended the public high schools,

.145 .
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with the consequent grave danger of
losing their faith. Relying on Article2Tl
of the Customary, Mother Mary Antoi-
nette borrowed from the state program
what was lacking in ours, thereby making
an ideal curriculum for our academies.
But these wise measures met with oppo.
sition in high places. Father Louis 

- 
de

Grande Schram, Vicar General of Nes-
qually and chaplain of our Sisters at Van-

CENTENARY OF

Chapel oI Providence Academy, Vancouver, Washington

THE INSTITUTE -

point, but declared he would have noth-
ing to do with the matter. 

'All 
the same,

you will give us your blessing, Father ?'
asked Mother Marv Antoinette. 

'O.

certainly, with all my heart,' was the re-
ply. The removal of this obstacle was a
great relief to our organizer; for, to our
Sisters of the West, Father Schram was
an oracle.

- "ln the impossibility of assembling all

couver, would not hear of borrowing from
a secular program what would be useful
to us. For him, this was almost an act of
apostasy. Mother Mary Antoinette re-
spectfully pointed out to him that there
was no question of religion in many sub-
jects of the state curriculum, for instance
in algebra, geometry, applied mathe-
matics, astronomy, fJrammar, and ge-
ography. The good Father admitted her

the teaching Sisters, Mother Mary An-
toinette gave fifteen conferences to the
Sisters of Missoula, Olympia, Cowlitz,
and Vancouver. She recommended to
them to procure copies o[ the best Amer-
ican courses of studies and to adopt from
them the items necessarv to enrich our
curriculum. These lectures with their
practical suggestions were'gratefully re-
ceived bv the houses of the West.
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"Relying on the approbation of our
Mother General, Mother Mary Antoi-
nette chose and initiated two Sisters
whom she found the best qualified as
provincial directresses o[ studies : Sister
Mary Wilfrid o[ Vancouver and Sister
Aristide of Missoula. The h.ppy results
of these measures have been evident ever
since. Our academies rank with the best
secondary schools in their states. Young
Catholic girls can thus complete their
studies in a Christian atmosphere,"

schools have lollowed the requirements
of the Department of Public Instruction,
whose present organization includes : the
elementary course, comprising the first
seven grades; the intermediate course,
with a certificate at the end of the ninth
yea\ and the superior course, including
the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades,
with admission to all institutions of higher
education.

Our Infant Jesus Superior School of
Montreal enables our pupils to complete

St, Vincent Academy, Walla Waila, Washington

Since that time our schools of the
West have progressed steadily. They
now number thirteen with a total enroll-
ment of 3303 pupils. Moreover, our Sis-
ters and pupils have the further ad-
vantage of being able to pursue their
higher studies in the bosom o[ the Com-
munity by means of the four-year stand-
ard College of Education of Great Falls,
and by the professional colleges in con-
nection with the larger hospitals.

In the Province of Quebec, our

their studies with our own Sisters. It was
opened especially for our orphan girls
who have finished their intermediate
course at one or other of our houses.

Our convents of St. Elizabeth, St.
Tite, Mascouche, and St. Casimir are
also superior schools; their certificate en-
ables pupils to enter college or schools of
nursing.

The revised program of 1939 de-
mands a normal diploma of all teachers of
the Province.
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SCHOLASTICATE NORMAL SCHOOL

To facilitate the preparation of qual-
ified teachers, the Cafhohc Committee
of the Council of Public Instruction per-
mits each religious community to have its
own Scholasticate Normal School.

These schools of professional forma-
tion are for the young religious of each
Congregation, There they complete two
years of normal training, with practice
teaching in the adjacent school. The
choice of teachers is made by the Com-
munity and sanctioned by the Catholic
Committee, which also controls the teach-
ing and conducts all the examinations.

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Our Scholasticate Normal School was
inaugurated at the Mother House, Sep-
tember, 1938, Six of its pupils have al-
ready graduated with distnction, and a
further group of four will complete their
work in 1944.

The sacrifice made by the Community
to prepare properly qualified teachers is
great. Great too is the sacrifice made by
the in-service Sisters who pursue their
studies while teaching their regular class-
es. The striking success they achieve in
their subjects is a reward of their g€ner-
osity.

. I,t8 .
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ST. URSULE NORMAL SCHOOL

St. Ursule Convent, founded in 1870,
was at first a double administration, con-
sisting of a home for the aged and a
boarding school for young girls. We
shall here sketch briefly its educational
evolution. Its first teaching program con-
formed to that of the Catholic Committee
of Public Instruction, with emphasis on

Quebec. To make the establishment a
complete educational organism only a
normal school was needed.

Thanks particularly to the unceasing
and devoted efforts o[ Mr. C. f. Magnan,
Provincial Inspector of Normal Schools,
this dream was realized in September,
1935. The new normal was opened as

St. Ursule Normal School - Studv hall

religion, the maternal tongue, and do-
mestic science.

In 1906, a boarding department was
opened for boys of elementary school
age.

In 1928, a Regional School of Home
Economics was officially organized by
the Department of Public Instruction of

part of the Provincial plan for the de-
cenftalization of institutions of learning
and specifically their location in important
agricultural areas. It is easy to see why
St. Ursule was chosen as the pioneer in-
stitution in this significant, stay-6n-1hg-
land movement. It has a rich and pictur-
esque setting with highly-cultivated and
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prosperous farms, set off by wooded hills
and winding streams; it is the center o[ a
large rural population; and it is easy of
access.

The school opened with an enroll-
ment of twenty-six; in the following year
the number rilras tripled, and since that
time the school has developed steadily. It

a distinct group having a suite of fifteen
rooms as laboratory in their home-marl-
agement classes. In addition to the ordi-
nary household arts these pupils are
taught spinning, weaving, dyeing, hor-
ticulture, aviculture, dairying, the raising
of flax and the weaving of linen, and the
process of making maple sugar. The large

St. Ursule Normal School - Cetcle des leunes Naturalistes

now has its cultural and social activities
including its Academie, its Cercle des
leunes Naturalistes, and its Ligue de Bon
Langage. All of these open new horizons
and develop initiative, the spirit of obser-
vation and the refinement of language.

The pupils of the 
'cours 

sp6cial" form

farm and sugar bush belonging to the
School form the outdoor laboratory of the
students.

The institution is successfiul in attain-
ing its aim : to fit the rural population
to live a healthy, h"ppy, holy life in their
own environment.
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THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
OF GREAT FALLS

The College of Education of Great
Falls was opened at the instance o[ the
diocesan authorities who had long felt the
need for an institution of higher edu-
cation for Catholic girls in Eastern Mon-
tana. It is a standard college incorporat-
ed under the laws of the State of Monta-
na and empowered to grant diplomas, and
degrees in arts and science. It is accred-
ited by the Montana State Department
of Education and by the Northwest As-
sociation of Colleges and Secondary
Schools and holds membership in the
National Catholic Education Association.

In the first scholastic year, 1932-33,
classes were held at the Ursuline Acade-
my and were taught by members of the
Ursuline and Providence Communities.

OF PROVIDENCE

Normal School students at recreation

Entrance to College of Education, Great Falls

In 1933 the College of Education was
transferred to its present quarters to se-
cure facilities fof the teaching o[ the
physical and biological sciences, and its
growth since that time has been phenom-
enal. Starting in 1933 with an enroll-

ment of eleven students, it has since ad-
mitted 2167 students. Its first graduating
class numbered two. The graduates of
194.2 numbered 64. The peak enroll-
ment for a single term has been 450
students.
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Credits earned at the College of
Great Falls have been accepted by the
leading Universities and Colleges of the
various states at full value. In fact, this
institution, under the patronage of Our

":; i ;t;":-

Lady of Providence, enjoys a prestige
granted to few young colleges.

Non-Catholics of the region were
quick to take advantage of the education-
al opportunities offered by the College,
and the priests of the diocese say the Col-

lege has been a powerful instrument in
breaking down prejudice in its home city
and throughout the state. The Bishop of
Great Falls has declared to his clergy :
"The College is one of the most valuable

assets of the Diocese." It has to its credit
a number of conversions, and several
former students have entered religious
life.

The summer sessions draw manv
representatives of the different religioui

" :

#,
Faculty of Great Falls College, 19,12

First rout, from right to left : Rev. D. P. Meagher, Ph.D.; Very Rev. J. f. Donovan, ].C.D., President; Rev.
M. McHugh, M.A.; Very Rev. J. E. Regan, chancellor of the Great Falls Diocese; Mr. Francis di Rocco,
M.S.; Miss f. Tvrs, R.N.; Mrs. L. Sanders, M.A.; Miss B. LeClair, M.A.; Miss E. Dougherty, M.A.

Second row, from lett to ilght: Sisters Lucia, M.A,; Mary Vivian, M.S.; Aimde of the Bl. S., Ph.D.
Third tow: Sisters Martha of Bethany, M.A,; Mary Dorothy, M.A., Margarita, M.A.; Mary, M,A.; Mary

Trinitas, B.A,
Fourth rcw: Sisters Mlldred Dolores, B.A.; Sebastienne, R.N., L.T.; Anselma Marv, Helen Paula, Blessilla,

8.S., R.D.
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Communities from Illinois to the Pacific
Coast for ihe completion of their pro-
fessional requirements. The city presents
exceptional advantages for practice-
teaching, since it possesses thre_e large
and splendidly organized Catholic
schools.

The College especially stresses moral
and religious formation, high scholarship,
and the professional training of future
teachers.

The dlploma granted by tlle College
entitles the student to a State Certificate
which qualifies the recipient to teach in
utry publi. oi private school in the State
of Montana.

To serve present-day needs, the cur-
riculum of the College has been extended,
enabling students to earn the degree o[
Bachelor of Science in Medical Technol-
oqy. The course is approved by the
American College of Clinical Patholo-
gists and the American Medical Associa-
iion. Students completing this course
take their internship in some of the largest
hospitals in the country.

The College grants degrees in Nurs-
ing Education by authority of the North-
west Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools and the State Depart-
ment o[ Education. The Columbus
Hospital School of Nursing is also affili-

College of Education - A corner of the Reference Library
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College of Education - Study of Biology

Graduates of College of Education, Great Falls



ated with the College, giving its students
the advantage of earning their degrees as
well as diplomas in nursing.

o

HOUSEHOLD ECONOMICS

In all ou, ,"hools, both orphanages
and boarding schools, the teaching-of
household management has occupied an

important place since the foundation of
the Institute. Our venerated Mother Ga-
melin and the other foundress mothers
gave it a place of honor in the course of
studies, particularly Mother Caron; and
it is interesting to note that a book of rec-
ipes bearing her name was published in
1878. Today, sixty-five years later, the

(1F pnav'rtF7^'?F

subsequent editions of Mother Caron's
LaCuisinidte areas highly pfizedas those
of other times.
. Today all our houses of education in-
sist on the teaching of home economics
and home arts courses, including needle-
work of all varieties, the cutting and mak-
ing of garmbnts, the buying and prepara-
tion of foods, meal planning and serving;
home planning and the budgeting of the
family income.

, PREPARATORY SCHOOLS

The preparatory schools (lardins
d'enfants) of the Province of Quebec are
special schools for boys, from six to
twelve years old, desiring to follow the
classical course in secondary and higher
schools. Here the pupils complete the

Students of the "cours sp6cical" in domestic science - St. Ursule Normal School
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Domestic science holds a place of honor in our deaf-mutes' course of studies

Weaving ,- Emily Tavernier School
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Pupils of Preparatory School - first grade

Pupils of Preparafory School - graduates
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seventh grade; they have, besides, special
training in speech, physical culture, and,
if they desire it, piano.

Most of the pupils are children of the
professional classes. They are carefully
prepared for their future calling, the aim
of their teachers being to make of them
good Christians and good citizens. Some
of these schools are situated in the
country and draw their pupils from the
neighboring towns. The children have
the advantage of good country air and

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

A Preparatory School class

They have a craft shop of their own
where they learn how to make many use-
ful and attractive articles of wood; and
their work is always a special feature o[
the annual exposition of the school.

At the Colldge Br6beuf, where many
of these boys continue their education,
the prefect of studies declares : "The
splendid papers your Providence boys
hand in are a real treat to me."

Of the thousands of boys who have
passed through our preparatory schools

food and extensive playgrounds, since
most of the schools have a farm attached
to them.

The boys of the preparatory school of
St. Ursule are deeply interested in all of
the farm activities o[ the establishment.
They watch with fascinated eyes the
tilling and seeding of the land, the work
of harvesting, the preparation of wool and
linen. In autumn they like to help the
domestic science classes in the making <if
preserves and the canning of vegetables.

a good number are found today in the
ranks of the priesthood; others a;t? t?-
ligious in the teaching communities; many
are in the professions and in commerce,
where they are noted for their high stand-
ards; all are loyal to the memory of their
preparatory schools.

The Institute counts fifteen of these
schools in the Province of Quebec, with
an enrollment of TT5boarding pupils, and
1830 day pupils.
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INSTITUTION FOR DEAF.MUTES

Origins

About 184.6, Father Charles lr6n6e
Laqorce, pastor of St. Charles sur Riche-
lieri. undertook the education of an adult
deaf-mute o[ his parish. Later, Bishop
Bourget asked him to open in Montreal a
school for deaf-mutes. Classes were held
in a house at Coteau St. Louis. More-
over, each Sunday, Father Lagorce
gathered his pupils either in a church or
in a toom at Providence Asile. There he
instructed them in the sign language and
in the principles of Christidn living.

Mother Gamelin, who loved charity
in all its forms, was glad o[ the oppor-

tunity for a further extension of her
charity. She permitted her religious per-
sonnel to assist at these lessons given at
Providence.

One novice, Sister Albine Gadbois,
aged eighteen years, showed herself the
most assiduous and the most attentive at
these lectures. She did not miss a single
sign and noted carefully the priest's ex-
plinations. The scene recalled to her the
pity her parents felt for a deaf-mute
*ho.tt they were caring {or in their home.
Often in watching this handicapped be-
inq she too had ye-arned to be able to help
th6se deprived of speech and hearing.

Institution for Deaf-Mutes
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This memory and the apostolic zeal
of Father Lagorce stimulated in her the
deSire to consecrate her life to the assist-
ance of these unfortunate ones. She be-
lieved God was calling her to the work,
and her religious superior was soon to
confirm this belief.

ligious undertook her instruction and suc-
ceeded so well that she attracted the at-
tention of Bishop Bourget and Mother
Gamelin. In 1851 she was asked to de-
vote herself for part of each day to the
task of teaching her first pupil and an-
other young deaf-mute girl, Georgianna

Chapel of the Institution for Deaf-Mutes decorated for the
Centenarv celebration

The novice made profession under
the name of Sister Marie de Bon Secours
and was appointed, on September 1,
1850, companion to. the mistress of
boarders at Longue Pointe. Among the
pupils was Marguerite Hanley, a deaf.-
mute girl of eight years. Our young re-

Lavallee. During the year three other
deaf-mute girls joined the class. The In-
stitution for Deaf'Mutes was inaugu-
rated.

On |uly 8, 1858, the pupils, now
thirty-two in number, were transferred
to the Hospice St. Joseph, Montreal, with

.  160 .



Sister Marie de Bon Secours in charge.
Means were wanting, but'.the te-

sourceful directress appealed to the
generosity of her relatives., her friends,
and the public. This was the beginning
of the annual collection in favor of the
Institution for Deaf-Mutes.

In 1864 a large building on St. Denis
Street was ready to receive the pupils.
The Berri Street wing was added in 1883;
the central part, including the chapel, was
built in 1892; a power house and laundry

was erected in 1894. As the first building
had been constructed on a shifting sub'
soil it was torn down in 1900 and re-
placed by the great structure of today.

Aim and Administrdtion

The aim of the Institution is to give
to deaf-mute girls a solid Christian edu-
cation, a practical instruction that will
render them useful to their families and
capable, if need be, of earning their own
living.

The regime is maternal and the
general organization of the house tends
to foster the family spirit. The children
are constantly in the company and under
the care of the religious.

Since these children are unable to
hear, they cann-ot profit by oral teaching.
When this infirmitv dates from birth all
sources of knowledge ate closed to the
child, even though it be living in the bos-
om of the family. Such children can
scarcely begin their studies be.fore"the age

Breathing exercises * Demutizatioir course

: ' $ " ' i ' ,  ,  . *g
of eigfht dt nine. It is the rule at the In-
stitution not to receive the pupils young-
er because of the great difficulty of
teaching them anything before the age of
eight. Both intelligence 

.and 
physical

health must.be carefully developed, since
the fatigue of the first years of applica-
tion may cornpromise future success.

Most.of the pupils, on their arrival at
the Institution, cannot utter an articulate
sound. They have not the most rudi-' 
mentary notion of breath control or the

OF PROVIDENCE
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handling of the organs of speech. Their
tongues are thick and clumsy.

They are immediately placed in the
demutization course and follow the oral
method. This means that they must a-
bandon the sign method, so natural to the
deaf child, and exercise themselves in
lip-reading. It is not uncommon to find
pupils who must pass two years in this
class. The first months are devoted to

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Group of  deaf-mute pupi ls

hundred words in a hand that Puts to
shame that of ordinary pupils of their age.
Reading, writing, word study go hand in
hand in the instruction o[ these pupils.
They are not considered to know a word
until they can read, write, and pronounce
it and give its meaning.

At the end of the demutization course,
the pupils of ordinary intelligence know
the consonants and vowels, pronounce

training in attention, sense education,
drilling- in correct breathing and the use
of thL-speech organs, preparation of the
voice and of vowel sounds, and lip-read-
ing. The lessons in articulation are given
before a large mirror.

At the end of seven or eight months,
pupils of ordinary intelligence can pro-
nounce correctly and write eighty to one

with facility, read lips with ease, read
print and cursive writing, and write from
dictation or memory about three hundred
words and phrases.

They also receive training in personal
hygiene and decorum, so often lacking at
their arrival.

After the demutization course, their
school work proper begins, consisting of
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primary, intermediate, upper grade, and
high school to the completion of the tenth
grade, this latter including special work
in home economics, They may also obtain
a certificate in typing.

The classes are bilingual, the English-
speaking pupils following the courses in
their maternal tongue.

supplement the academic work but it is o[
the utmost practical utility to the pupils.
Many of our former students are now the
support of their families. Some are-. rrrdr-
ried and are skilled managers of their
households proving that deafness is not
an obstacle to their making their way in
life.

ji$

Community room oratory - Institution for Deaf-mutes

Home Economics

Since 1931, the Institution has been
recognized by the Department of Public
Instruction as a regional school of home
economics. Not only does this course

In 1941, the Institution opened an ad'
vanced course in home management. In
this, the center of the course is the family
unit, complete and well organized. The
pupils form a distinct department, sepa-
iafed from the other boarders, and wear
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a special uniform. They have more free-
dom to follow their bent and to develop
individual talent. Many pupils of the art
studio show real creative ability in
modeling and designing.

The atmosphere of the department ap-
proximates as nearly as possible that of a
well-ordered home.

TIIE INSTITUTE:

The pupils who return to their fam-
ilies continue to be the objects o[ the
maternal solicitude of their former teach-
ers. One sister has the special task of
visiting the former students who live in or
around Montreal. She assists the fam-
ilies of those in need. Hers is both a dif-
ficult and a meritorious task.

Ludivine in class - She reviews her lessons Ior the

F ormer Deaf-mate Pupils
The Institution was founded not only

to educate deaf-mute girls but also to ex-
ercise a broader charity in their regard.
There is a special department for those
who, having finished their studies,'desire
to remain at the school. They busy
themselves in the workrooms and the care
of the house in return for the spiritual,
social, and economic advantages they.re-
ceive.

Reierend Father Chaplain and Sister Superior

Moreover, a refteat is preached each
year for all who can return for the eXer-
cises. Twice a month the chaplains as-
semble the deaf-mutes of the city for re-
ligious conferences. And twice a year, on
Passion Sunday and on the fourth Sun-
day of October, one of the chaplains goes
to Quebec to give religious instructions
to the deaf-mutes of that city. He also
visits the sick and infirm in their homes
to bring them the consolations of religion.

. 1 6 4 .



OF PROVIDENCE

Religious and Moral Formation

At the Institution, as in all the Catho-
lic schools of the Province, religion is the
foundation of the whole curriculum. Be'
sides the Sunday instructions, the chap-
lains give regular religion classes in the
school. The teacher takes daily lessons
in catechism. But she also directs all her

religion is indeed the sun which illumines
their lives.

Moreover, visitors to the different de-
partments of the school are invariably im-
pressed by the spirit of serenity and joy,
the confidence and contentment they read
on the countenances of the deaf-mutes,
both young and old. The disci,pline of the
religious aims to establish mental as well

Ludivine writes by means of movable letters which she assembles to spell the desired words

teaching toward the thought o[ God. In
this way, even the most backward acquire
principles of morality and religion by
which to govern their lives.

Faith inspires in these children not
only resignation to their lot, but gratitude
to God for the cross of deafness. For all,

as physical health, while developing the
intelligence of the pupils.

Many of these handicapped ones, in'
capable of earning their own living, who
would otherwise be a burden to societv,
here find a congenial home which com-
pensates them for the family joys of
which they have been deprived.
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BLIND DEAF-MUTES

On fune 28, 1911, the Institution for
Deaf-Mutes received its first "Helen

Keller" case in the person of Ludivine
Lachance, aged sixteen. The new comer
was unable to walk and seemed to be de-
void of intelligence. To this pitiable
creature a special mistress was given, who

Ludivine Lachance, who died in 1918,
seven years after her arrival at the Insti-
tution, had become a young woman of ex-
quisite cleanliness, able to dress herself
and to find her way about the house with-
out help. She had learned to know and
love God, and her face became radiant
each time she approached the holy table
to receive her Lord.

The story of Ludivine, Hors de sa pri-
son, has been written by Madame Corinne
Rocheleau-Rouleau, a former pupil of the
Institution, who has never ceased to de-
vote her splendid talents to the service of
the deaf'mutes. Her work has been
crowned by the French Academy, and
has won great praise both for its literary

Ludivine having been disobedient, her teacher pretends to be crying.

Ludivine wipes her eyes and begs her forgiveness.

THE INSTITUTE

did for her charge all that the most de:
voted mother could have done, caring for
her both day and night. In less than two
years, this imprisoned soul had broken
ihrough the thick walls of her dungeon;
or tuther the light of faith and the rays
of hope at last illumined the darkness of
her solitary confinement.
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form and for the information it gives.
In 1924., a second blind-deaf -mute ar-

rived at the Institution, Virginia Blais,
aged fifty, and again she was given a
special mistress. Virginia was very in-
telligent and took readily to study, learn-
ing to express her thoughts with facility

by means of the conventional signs. She
made her First Communion and became
very fervent.

It was in reference to the education of
the blind-deaf-mutes that Mr. C. f. Ma^,
gnan of distinguished memory remarked:
"In the early part of the twentieth century

the Sisters o[ Providence wrote the most
admirable page in the history of teaching
in Canada."

This benefit was not limited to two
pupils. Among the deaf-mutes of the In-
stitution itself, some gradually lose their
sight, and with it their laboriously ac-

Class room of blind-deaf-mutes

quired religious and secular learning. For
these, the teaching of Braille was inaugu-
rated in 1929. It was a modest beginning.
The teacher had four pupils, and her idea
was to furnish an incentive to the poor
blind-deaf-mutes, cut of f from all avenues
of social contact and absorbed in their
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own profound melancholy, often given to
fits of suspicion and eruptions of temper.
By showing them how to read and write
in Braille she hoped first to interest them,
and then to favor their religious and in-
tellectual development.

The initial efforts had such happy ef-
fects that it was judged opportune to
organize a regular class for the "Helen
Keller" cases, thus rounding out one of
the great works of the Community.

A department spacious and flooded
with sunshine was set apart for the work,
with shelves and tables sufficiently large
to accommodate the huge Braille volumes.
Here the group lead a serene and relative-
ly interesting life under the tutelage of
the devoted Sister-teacher.

Each one has her own desk with lock
and key, her own Braille typewriter, her
personal books, and all the equipment
needed for study. The class is furnished
with geographical maps in relief, globes,
even a clock with Braille figures so that
the pupils may feel the luxury of inde-
pendence in telling the time. They are
also supplied with whatever other me-
chanical devices can give them this com-
fortable feeling.

Their Braille library has many vol-
umes, particularly of smaller booklets
(even these make huge volumes when
written in the raised lettering ) and is be-
ing continually enriched.

Occupational therapy also plays a
great part in their regime. They bind the
books which they themselves have written
in Braille; and they make many useful
household articles.

The intellec'tual results and the manu-
al skills achieved would in themselve.s be
a m'iracle of patience and deft teaching,
but this is not all. It would be necessary
to ponder the rule of life traced out for
them, it would be necessary to weigh the
influence of the supernatural in their daily

routine in order to judge accurately the
high moral value o{ the work.

Some of the impressions of strangers
visiting the institution have been left on
record r

"To reach intelligences which nature
has cut off from all other intelligences; to
penetrate into brains to which all the ave-
nues are closed, walled up from birth;
still more, to cultivate inaccessible minds,
to give to the totally isolated a complete
Iife. . . . . what amarvel ! What amiracle!

"A miracle of ingenuity ! To make
oneself understood by a being without
either eyes or ears, without the vestige of
an idea of which the senses are the in-
dispensable intermediaries; to give this
being, moreover, the gift of being under-
stood in her turn-it needs more than in-
genuity; it needs inspiration !

"A miracle of patience also ! To de-
velop these intellects, to instill the prin-
ciples-and fix the habits of morality; to
convey the idea of the gifts and mysteries
of the supernatural life, human means are
not sufficient. It requires an angelic
patience ( a reference to the name of the
directress, Sister Angelique Marie).

"A miracle of charity ! To release
these pitiable beings from their living
t'omb, to shed upon their minds the light
of truth; to revedl to these imprisoned
hearts the reason of suffering and the
consolation of hope-this is 

'the 
setting

free of captives, the conversion of unbe-
lievers, the instruction of the ignorant' all
united in the same continued and sublime
act of charity."

CANON TREPANIER INSTITUTE

The education of the deaf-mute is dif-
ficult, complicated. Even more than in
any other branch of teaching it calls for
competent instructors, specialists in the
field, with all the methods and techniques
suited to the need,s of the handicapped.
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After eighty years of existence and
of progressive experience, the Institution
for Deaf-Mutes fulfills these two con-
ditions. Its program of special studies
has been tried out and then improved. It
was approved on September 25,1935,by
the Catholic Committee of the Council of
Public Instruction, with authorization to
grant to deaf-mute pupils who have fol-
lowed the regular course, the Certificate
of Studies.

A directress responsible for the class-
es gives continuous guidance to the
group in their special studies.

A well-chosen library is at the service
of the students, with reviews and reports
of the leading institutions of a similar type
throughout the world, permitting the
teachers to keep abreast of newer tech-
niques in the field.

The course requires three years for
completion. Besides having fulfilled the

The Congregation of the Little Sisters of Our Lady of Seven Dolors
ar the time of its Golden fubilee (1937)

The professional school for the train-
ing of teachers was inaugurated Septem-
ber 21, 1938, under the name of the Can-
on Trepanier Institute, in memory of the
first chaplain and signal benefactor of the
Institution for Deaf-Mutes of Montreal.
The aim of the Institute is to prepare te.-
ligious for the specialized work of in-
structing deaf-mutes. All the practice-
teaching of the young religious is done
under the supervision of experienced
teachers,

regular educational requirements, the
students must also have passed at least a
year in the demutization course, and have
manifested certain aptitudes for this
specialized teaching.

A distinguished educator after having
examined the program of the Canon Tre-
panier Institute declared : "It is a glory
for the Province that has such a school
and an honor for the Co,mmunitv which'
conducts it."
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CONGREGATION OF THE LITTLE SISTERS
OF OUR LADY OF SEVEN DOLORS

The culmination of the wott of the
deaf-mutes is the Congregation of the
Little Sisters of Our Lady of Seven Do-
lors, founded in 1887, and intimately con-
nected with our Community, on which it
is entirely dependent. Its aim is to provide
for deaf-mute girls manifesting a reli-
gious vocation the means of satisfying this
desire. The Rule is that of our Commu-
nity with wise modifications. The Con-
gregation fun'ctions under the immediate

STATISTICS

of the wotk of the deaf-mutes,

(January 1,1943)

Deaf-mutes admitted since the foun-
dation

Deaf-mutes now under instruction ............
Blind-deaf-mutes
Adult deaf-mutes in residence
Professed Sisters
Little Sisters ...... ......
Novices
Postulants
Chaplains

2,447
237

8
120
123
39
4
2
2

o

A girls' class room, St. Mary's Training School

authority of the General Council of the
Institute, represented at the Institution by
a directress and the local council.

The Little Sisters make annual vows
after three years of probation" They re-
main for life at the Institut'ion, where
they devote themselves to their com-
panions in misfortune. Their habit re-
sembles that of the Sisters of Providence,
except for the headdress which is that o[
the novices of our Community. Since the
erection of the Congregation, fifty-three
Sisters have pronounced their vows, and
all have persevered in their vocation.

THE CITY OF YOUTH

In 1936, our Sisters assumed the
guidance of St. Mary's Training School,
Des Plaines, Illinois, an institution ad-
ministered by priests of the Archdiocese
of Chicago. St. Mary's was founded in
1882 and has since been one of the fore-
most institutions of charity in the United
States.

In its half-century of existence, St.
Mary's has cared for over 15,000 chil-
dren, who have here found a new oppor-
tunity in life. Its eight-hundred-acre
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tract is beautifully located in the valley of
the Des Plaines River, twenty-five miles
northwest of Chicago. Its grassy acres,
with a deep fringe of woods along the
banks of the winding river, furnish an
ideal place for children to grow, and a
habitat as well for the herd of sixtv-four

cows that supply the milk for the little
city of youth.

St. Mary's is not just an institution;
it is a real home where five hundred boys
and three hundred girls grow to manhood
and womanhood under the guidance of
the priests and Sisters. The children live

The little ones play

.. . the older ones too !
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together in groups of thirty or forty of
varying ages and sizes. Both in the boys'
halls and in the girls', children of the same
family are placed together, and the older

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

The baker is very popular

An infirmary

. 1 7 2 .

members help with the care of their own
brothers or sisters, respectively. The
groups thus approximate more nearly to
normal home conditions, with a Con-
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sequent development of the family bond.
Each apartment is a complete unit with
living room, dormitory, dining-room,
lavatory, showers, and sewing room.

There are unusual opportunities for
spiritual growth and guidance : cor-
fessions are heard daily; there are outside
confessors monthlv, and there is an an-

The doctor's dailv visit

Experts in cooking !
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nual retreat. The fathers in charge of the
work are spiritual advisers to various
groups, and there are fueguent occasions
for consultation. At all times the Sisters

both of the class rooms and the halls
stress the understanding of the Mass as
the great liturgical act of worship and
encourage week-day Mass attendance

Savings are deposited at the school Bank

Living room
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although only the Masses of obligation
are compulsory.

The health of all the children is care-
fully guarded. Complete physical check-
,rpr'ui" held periodically. Thtee Sister-

nurses, a physician, and a dentist are in
daily attendance; and the sick are cared
for in a well-equipped forty-bed infirma-
rY.- 

The recreation is arranged so that

Gymnasium

The boys learn a trade
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St.  Mary 's Train ing School  -  a graduat ing c lass

every child has an opportunity to play.
The girls' physical education is under the
capable guidance of a regular athletic
director and includes hiking, basketball,
bowling, and volleyball. The athletic
activities of the boys are under the super-
vision of the priests. The school partici-
pates in all C.Y.O. sports in competition
with other secondary and elementary
schools.

The education of the girl has the two-
fold aim of fitting her to earn her own
living and to be an efficient manager of
her own home in the future. Besides the
academic studies, courses in typing,
bookkeeping, sh,orthand, dramatics,

comptometry, dictaphone, beauty culture,
cooking, sewing, and home relations are
offered.

In addition to his school studies a boy
must take up a defir.-ite trade. He has a
choice of baking, barbering, arts and
crafts, printing, farming, and shoemak-
ing.

All the children are given a rare op-
portunity for musical training; over two
hundred fifty are taking courses in in-
strumental music, while the glee club and
choirs offer vocal training for hundreds
more.

St. Mary's is indeed a democratic
little city governed by its own student
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council elected by the votes o[ all its
young citizens. Thus they are trained for
their life in the big city o[ the future.

But, above all, St. Mary's is a real
home for all her boys and girls. When
they leave her loving protection as grad-
uates, they know that they are always
welcome to return should the world deal
harshly with them. No wonder her many
sons and daughters look back with sin-
cere affection and gratitude to their "City

of Youth."

A drinking fountain

RELIGIOUS VACATION SCHOOLS

Religious instruction is one of the
spiritual works of mercy in which our
venerated Mother Gamelin was deeply
interested, even before founding her In-
stitute. Not content with furnishing ma-
terial bread to her charges, she took care
to nourish their souls with the truths of
faith, herself assuming the obligation of
irnparting these lessons.

However, the religious vacation
schools, so-called, are of quite recent
origin. Their aim is to bring the knowl-
edge of the faith to Catholic children far
from Catholic centers and to those who
attend public schools. The work is under
the patronage of the bishops and is organ-
ized by the pastors. The actual teaching
is done by religious and seculars who
gladly sacrifice part of their summer
vacation to bring the teachings of religion
to these oftentimes neglected little ones.

The home should be the nursery of
faith, but judging from the ignorance of
some of the public school pupils regard-
ing the very fundamentals of religion the
conclusion may be drawn that God is a
stranger in the home as well as in the
classroom. Yet some of these pupils will
make astonishing sacrifices to attend the
religlon classes and drink in the instruc-
tions as a thirsty plant absorbs water.
This is the greates't consolation of the
teachers who are privileged to help in this
apostolate.

Many of the children have never seen
a religious before or at least have never
spoken to one; hence they come to the
classes rather timidly. Soon, however,
their shyness disappears; they become
eager and attentive pupils showing af-
fection and respect for their teachers,
asking their help in the solving of their
home and personal problems.

The Sisters of Providence have been
active in the work of vacation schools
from the beginning of the movement.
Those who have been successful religion
teachers in convent or parochial school
are naturally often chosen for the work.
They have the advantage of being fa-
miliar with the newer religion texts and
methods, and with the various new aids
that make the work more attractive to the
children. The Sisters who share in this
apostolate have the consolation of know-
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ing that in vitalizing the faith of the indi-
vidual child they are making a contribu-
tion to the future of the Church and the
nation.

To the lot of the primary teacher falls
the privilege of preparing the children
who are to make their first Holv Com-
munion. Even where the vacation school
lasts several weeks, the time is short for
this delicate and important task. The

summer. The year-round program has
therefore developed wherever possible.
This enables the pupils to receive a more
thorough preparation for first Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation. They learn
how to sing High Mass and how to take
part in the Dialogue Mass. This plan has
the tremendous advantage of explaining
to the children how to live through the
year with the Church. They follow the

THE INSTITUTE

1. "Vocation Day"

pupils of grade school age study the Com-
mandments and the Sacraments; and the
older pupils make a study of their religion
at the high school level.

Inevitably the result of such intensive
instruction has been the conviction of the
strong necessity for more continuous les-
sons, some connected system of teaching
to bridge the ga,p between summer and

2. Group of pupils, Religious Vacation Schools 3. First Communion Day

sequence of the great liturgical feasts,
The Rosary, the Angels, the Holy Souls,
the Nativity, Lent, Easter, the months of
May and of the Sacred Heart become
real to them by instruction and project
lessons; and the work carries over into
the homes with happy results.

The Sisters of Providence have car-
ried on this apostolate in the Eastern
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States and in the three Western Prov-
inces of the Institute, including Alaska.
In the three remaining provinces o[ the
Institute, practically all pupils have the
benefit of a Catholic school system.

Statistics follow of the work for a
single year in the State of Washington
and in the St. Ignatius Province :

STATISTICS OF RELIGION CLASSES FOR
PUBLIC SCHOOL CHILDREN

Sacred Heart Province (State of Washington)

Summer Religious Schools ...... '...... 20
Year-round Religious Schools ,...,. 17
Number oI pupils 1,602
Number o[ Sister-teachers ...... ...... 73
Number of dioceses 2
Number of First Communions ... 322
Number of conversions ...... ...... ...... 14

St. Ignatius Province (Idaho and Montana)

Summer Religious Schools ............ 22
Year'round Religious Schools ...... 4
Number of pupils ...... ......r...... ...... ...... 1,104
Priest Teachers 2
Lay Teachers ...... ...... 16
Number of Sisters 5l
Baptisms 10
First Communions 135
Confirmations ...... ...... 57

o

SEATTLE FRIENDSHIP HOUSE

A significant and very modern work
of Catholic social action i,s the Seattle
Friendship House and Blessed Martin de
Porres Center established in that city in
t941-42 under diocesan authority. It is
of interest to note that this founda,tion is
the second of its kind in the United
States, the first being the well-known
Friendship House of the Baroness Cath-
erine de Hueck in the Harlem district of
New York (to which the Seattle House is
indebted for its name. ) A third Friend-
ship House has since been established in

Chicago. The Seattle work has no con-
nection with the others except by way of
friendly interest.

The location is in the East Madison
district, which has a seventy per cent
Colored population. The work grew out
of a religious vacation school conducted
by our Sisters for the children of the lo-
cality in 194.I. So great was the need for
guidance of the youth of the neighbor-
hood with their lack of recreational and
social life that the Bishop of the diocese
asked the Sisters to continue and extend
their mission.

Accordingly a two-story frame build-
ing was bought and remodeled, the a-
postolate being carried on meanwhile by
home visitations and youth meetings in
the basement of a Methodist Church. The
Center was formally opened to the pub-
lic at a Silver Tea, May 17, 1942.

A child-welfare program was imme-
diately organized, with two Sisters in
charge, the two departments being a
nursery school and the after-school care
of children. This work of providing
supervision and recreation is deemed to
be one of the most important activities of
the Center.

The two groups that have been organ-
ized for the longest time are the Girl
Scouts and the Brownies, which include
girls from seven to fourteen years of age.
The Cubs, junior Boy Scouts, are made
up of boys between the ages of eight and
twelve. They meet on Mondays after
school.

It is to be noted that the Center func-
tions as a rendezvous for the children in
out-of-school hours regardless of their af-
filiation with any special club there. Many
of their leisure hours are occupied pleas-
urably in the craft shop. There are also
Red Cross courses and Standard and Ad-
vanced First-Aid.

The program is planned with a view
to providing for the needs of the whole
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child, spiritual, social, recreational, as
well as educational. Religion classes, a
Don Bosco club, and a lending library of
Catholic bo'oks are direct means of car-
ing for the spiritual needs o[ the children.

We have stressed youth's problems
but the ailults are not forgotten in the
plan of Friendship House. ln 1942 the
Blessed Martin de Porres Gild (a variant
spelling of Guild ) was inaugurated for
the futherance of interracial justice and
charity. Its program is designed to de-
velop the talents and skills of the people
of the neighborhood and to make them
loved and esteemed by the entire city, and
this idea is extended throughout Seattle
by Gild members who come to know and
appreciate one another through interest
and cooperation. At the Center this work
is carried on through parents' clubs, re-
ligion classes and discussion groups, ci-
vilian defense work, and the application
of Christian attitude and concepts, by the
spiritual and corporal works of mercy.

A iunior Gild of Blessed Martin de
Porres'has been organized for boys and
girls from fourteen to eighteen years of
age.

Such an enterprise obviously calls for

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

the help of lay workers, and this is sup-
plied by the focists, a number of business
and professional women working under
the direction of the Sisters. Their weekly
Tuesday evening meetings open with a
common supper prepared by two of their
members. To caffy on the Corporal
Works of Mercy with Christ the Worker
as their model is the ideal of the group.

Following the visit of Miss Mary
Duffy of Dublin, International Directress
of the Legion of Mary, the Praesidium of
Our Lady of Sorrows was formed at
Friendship House. Meetings are held
each Wednesday evening at which a re-
view of the past week's spiritual activities
is reported and the following week's as-
signments in the Apostolate are made.

Though the venture is still in its initial
stages and though its organizers are as
yet making no claims for its success, they
do hope that it may contribute its bit to-
ward solving, according to the spirit of
Christ, the most painful and complicated
problem of American national life : the
securing of justice for the millions of
American citizens debarred of their right-
ful opportunities through no fault of their
own.
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First Missionary Eff ort - 1852

The missionary work of our Institute
dates from 1852, nine years after the
foundation. The call to the apostolate
came from Bishop Augustine Magloire
Blanchet, who had been confessor o[ the
Sisters of Providence for some time be-
fore being named Bishop of Walla Walla
in 1,846. In 1850 he was transferred to
the diocese of Nesqually with residence
at Fort Vancouver, which was then part
of the vast Oregon Territory. t

In 7852, Bishop Blanchet, while on a
visit to Montreal, asked the ecclesiastical
and religious authorities for the foun-
dation of a house of Providence in his
diocese.

The Institute at that time was made
up of seven houses and fifty-three pro-
fessed religious. Among the latter, the
call of the missionary Bishop aroused the
greatest enthusiasm. Monseigneur'Bour-
get, however, did not make a hasty de-
cision; he prescribed a pilgrimage to the
shrine of Bon Secours and other special
prayers to obtain the light of heaven on a
question so important.' Then he as-
sembled the Sisters in their community
room, not to stimulate their zeal but to
put before them in the most coldly real-
istic fashion the sacrifices proposed to
them : homesickness, dangers of all
kinds, privations and contradictions
which are the lot of the apostle. After
this instruction, the Bishop questioned
the Sisters as to their dispositions. To his
great surprise all, with one exception,

r The original Oregon Territory extended from
Alaska to the northern boundary of California, and
Irom the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean.

MISSIONARY WORKS

freely volunteered for the mission field.
The exception, one of the youngest, de-
clared : "l would rather be a little saint in
Canada than a great missionary in Ore-
gon . '

At that time, the regions of. the Far
West were more remote from Canada
than China or Central Africa is today.

The Community accepted the estab-
lishment and sent a first party of mis-
sionaries on October 18, 1852, under the

Mgr. A. M. Br-eNcnrr,
bishop of Nesqually

guidance of a chaplain, Father Gedeon
Huberdault. The superior of the group
was one of the seven Foundresses, Moth-
er Victoire Larocque. The party sailed
by way of the Atlantic and the Gulf o[
Mexico, and crossed the Isthmus of
Panama by flatboat and by packmules.
The waters were infested with alligators;
there were terrifying prec,ipices and more
terrifying swamps which threatened to
engulf them. On arriving at the Pacific
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side of the Isthmus they esteemed them-
selves very fortunate io have escaped
without loss of life or limb.

They then took ship for California
which they reached wi,thout incident.
After a few days of repose in San Fran-
cisco, they sailed for Oregon City, by
way o[ the Pacific, the Columbia River
and the Willamette, arriving on Decem-

Morurn Lenoceue,
Foundress of the Providence missions in Chile

ber 1, 1852. Their voyaging had lasted
forty-three days-and they were not yet
at the end of their difficulties.

Unexpected and seemingly insur-
mountable obstacles now confronted
them. Feeling that the projected founda-
tion would be an impossibility, since the

- white settlers were deserting the territory,

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

lured by the California gold rush, the
little band resolved to return to Canada
by way of Cape Horn. They returned to
San Francisco and there obtained pas-
sage on a small Chilean sailing vessel
bound for Valparaiso. But hardly had a
few days elapsed when the Sisters real-
ized the struggle they would have to sus-
tain against the spirit of evil, Ior the
captain began to manifest the most per-
verse and hostile dispositions. In this
extremity the poor wanderers cast them-
selves into the arms of Providence, and
that good Mother brought them through
all. One day it was a tempest which pre-
vented the boat from stopping at a desert
island where it was the intention of the
captain to abandon the Sisters. Next it
was the spectre of famine. And when
finally after eighty-three days of agoniz-
ing experiences at sea, the voyagers made
port at Valparaiso, the people at the quay
were horrified to see such living skele-
tons, their countenances livid from the
sufferings through which they had
passed. Our Sisters were received by the
Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Picpus and
gradually nursed back to health. This
was in March, 1853.

After some weeks, when the Sisters
felt strong enough to face the prospect
of another sea voyage, the religious and
civil authorities insisted on their remain-
ing to take charge of an orphanage at
Santiago. This foundation they accepted
and, soon af.ter, two others.

When it was possible to inform the
superiors in Montreal of all that had hap-
pened (it must be remembered that at
that epoch communications took months)
they approved the decision of the mis-
sionaries, as the Chilean branch of the
Community seemed promising. Trials,
however, were not long in coming. The
Chilean authorities soon decided to de-
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tach this offshoot from the parent stem,
that the new community might be entirely
diocesan. In the face of this alternative,
the Sisters recalled the words of Monsei-
gneur Bourget at the moment o[ their de-
parture : "My daughters, remain faithful
to your Mother House, always." Sixteen
of the Sisters therefore abandoned their

 f ,  i n ^ t r f h F t r ^ F
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tinued to carry on the works of Provi-
dence with one Canadian Sister who re-
mained at Santiago and who for more
than half a century governed the Com-
munity as superior general. In 1880, the
Providence of Chile became independent
of the Mother House in Montreal by a
decree of the Holy See.

Mornsn Canon, Superior of the Institute in 1852

field of action and returned to Montreal.
"So immense was our sacrifice in leaving
Chile," said one of'them later, "that it
seemed to us we could never smile asain."

The religious. of Chilean origin, of
whom there were three by this time, con-

Second Missionary Effort - 1856

By one of those paradoxes of which
Providence sometimes deigns to make
use, the failure of this first missionary at-
tempt, far from discouraging our Sisters,
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made them only the more eager to estab-
lish a foothold in Fort Vancouver. This
was but an echo of the thought of our
venerated Mother Foundress. When in
1847 Bishop Blanchet was setting out for
his far-away diocese, she had expressed
the wish to see her daughters serving
God in Oregon and the joy that would be
hers if she might be privileged to go her-
self. These apostolic sentiments had

So serious a step reguired delibera-
tion. After mature reflection and fervent
prayers, the Community accepted the
proposal of Bishop Blanchet. As soon as
the decision became public there was
much criticism of the authorities who had
agreed to so imprudent an undertaking.
The more unkind remarked : "Bishop
Bourget must en joy sacrif icing his
Daughters of Providence attempting

Fort Vancouver in 1848

henceforth kindled a flame in the heart of
the young Institute.

Consequently, when the missionary
bishop renewed his petition in 1856, a
pious enthusiasm swept through the
group, whose hearts reechoed the words
of the prophet : "How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of those who bring
good tidings, who preach peace, who an-
nounce salvation."

- again a venture that has already come to
disaster." Even the well-disposed said
that this enthusiasm would quickly van-
ish. And the clergy themselves found it
strange that the Sisters should be ex-
patriated when there were not enough to
supply all the needs of the diocese. In
brief, it was in the midst of a storm of
objections that the then superior, our
admirable Mother Caron, and her cour-
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cilors maintained their determination.
The difficulty was not in finding

volunteers; they were numerous and gen-
erous. But it was not easy to take Sisters

prayer and deliberation the difficulty
seemed still insurmountable. Then our
pious Founder, always-forgetful of self,
proposed to give the Sisters who were

caring for the bishopric, to replace those
chosen for Oregon.

At this touching offer of the Bishop

FouNonnsses oF THE OnecoN MIssIoNs

Ahoue: Sisters Praxedes ol Providence and Blandine of the Holy
Angels.

Center : Mother |oseph of the Sacred Heart'
'Below 

: Sisters Vincent de Paul and Mary of the Precious Blood.

from the employments and the missions
already short of subjects by reason of the
sending of a dozen recruits to Chile. After
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(which, needless to say, was not ac-
cepted) a sense of deep joy spread
throughout the Community. The word o[
the Founder, the expression of the divine
will, dissipated all hesitations and fears,

THE INSTITUTE

to have prepared for this end, were chos-
en to accompany her. (The two postu-
lants made profession at Vancouver on
September 19, 1858, taking the names
o-f Sister Vincend de Paul and Sister

and the council proceeded at once to the
nomination of missionaries. Sister ]oseph
of the Sacred Heart had already been
named superior of the new foundation.
Sisters Praxedes o[ Providence and
Blandine of the Holy Angels, together
with two postulants whom heaven seemed

Historical painting of the Sacred Heart,
pr€sented in 1874 by Rev. Father Resther, S.f,

Mary of the Precious Blood respective-
lv . )

Such were the preliminaries of that
foundation o[ which Bishop Prince of St.
Hyacinth, former ecclesiastical superior
of the Community, spoke, in addressing
the new missionaries : "Your mission, mv
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Daughters, is a folly in the eyes o[ the
world: but in the eves of God it is the fol-
ly of the Cross."

Divine Providence, under the self-
revelatory form of the Sacred Heart, was
to have for the enterprise a love of pre-
dileetion. It was on a First Friday, Oc-
tober 3, 1856, that the Community de-
cided on the foundation at Fort Vancou-
ver and chose the first superior, Sister
|oseph, who henceforth and in view of

Finally, as though to stamp the proj-
ect with the seal of divine authority,
Monseigneur Bourget wrote in the rndn-
date of obedience to the missionaries :
"Remember always that it will be through
the divine Heart of |esus that you will
succeed in propagating the faith and
solidly establishing the various devotions
of this Community." To the directives he
gave them for their voyage he added
these memorable words' : "Go, my

Providence Hospital, Seattle, Washington

her particular mandate-to spread de-
votion to the Sacred Heart-took the
name.which she was to wear with such
distinction : Sister Joseph of the Sacred
Heart. The heart of this dear Sister was
overwhelmed with anguish in face of the
humanly insurmountable difficulties hin-
dering the enterprise. After she had
promised to erect an altar to the divine
Heart of Jesus in the chapel of the new
foundation, all these apprehensions dis-
appeared.

Daughters, and fear nothing. I send you
in the name of our Holy Father the Pope,
who charged me to aid the missions of
Oregon according to my power. Why
should you fear ? Your foundation will
participate in the stability of our Mother
the Church, since it is in obedience to the
desire of her supreme head that I am
sending you. Multiply your numbers,
my Daughters, for the greater glory o[
God."

Fortified by this message, the little
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band left the Mother House on Novem-
ber 3, 1856, after touching adieux and
tributes of sympathy and fraternal ten-
derness. Long years afterwards, our mis-
sionaries used to shed abundant tears in
recalling this scene

At this time, a journey to Oregon was
a perilous ordeal. There were no trans-
continental routes with their swift and
com{ortable service. It was necessary to
make an ocean voyage to Panama, cross
the Isthmus, and reembark on the Pacific
{or their Oregon destination. Only a

feast of the Immaculate Conception.
With what emotion our missionaries set
foot on their new inheritance, as yet un-
tilled and covered with thorns and
brambles. The situation they found was
not calculated to stimulate their courage.
Bishop Blanchet's poverty was extreme;
his episcopal palace was but a small cot-
tage, almost as bare as the surrounding
Indian huts; his cathedral, a small wooden
building, was in such need of repairs that
the Blessed Sacrament could not be kept
there.

St. foseph Academy, Yakima, Washington

burning charity and the desire {or the
glory of God could draw from their home-
land these timid religious who had never
been beyond the bounds of their province.
Only this motive could make them face
the terrors of the unknown, realizing that
they were bidding a final adieu to all thel'
held dear in the world.

After weeks of wearisome voyaging,
fraught with dangers, the Sisters arrived
at Fort Vancouver on December 8, 1856,

To fill their cup of bitterness, the
Vicar General seemed to resent their
coming, rcalizing the impossibility of giv-
ing them even the barest necessities. Our
Sisters 

'felt 
that they were only an ad-

ditional burden, where they had hoped to
be o[ real assistance in the apostolate.
God evident'ly wished that no anguish, no
sacrifice, no privation should be spared
them.

Having no home of their own they
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were obliged to lodge in a small room in
the attic of the bishopric, a room which
must serve as refectory, dormitory, kitch-
en, and community. It was the pain of
beginnings which would bring blessings
later. From the first, their cheerfulness
helped to alleviate their misery even
while, as the annals tell us, homesickness
was a real martyrdom to some of the
band.

Some months later they were installed
in a house 24by 16 f.eet, and there began
the regular exercise of the works of their

verted the attic into a dormitory, and
through the cracks in the floor we see the
f'lickering light from the chapel below."

Our first missionaries wer'e evidently
valiant and prayerful women. It is not
surprising that the seed sown in tears
produced a.joyous harvest. The founda-
tion at Fort Vancouver progressed rapid-
ly, keeping pace with the development of
Oregon. Ten years later, our Sisters had
four houses in various parts of the vast
diocese of Nesqually, and as they were
continually being asked for other founda-

Sacred Heart Academy, Missoula, Montana

vocation. Their great joy then was to
possess the Blessed Sacrament in their
little home. "A wooden box, converted
into a tabernacle, enclosed our ALL,"
writes the annalist. "Pictures of the
Sacred Heart, the Blessed Mother, and
St. ]oseph keep Him company. There at
the foot of that little altar we celebrated
our first month of St. foseph, our first
Forty Hours of Mary Desolate; there we
poured out our desires of extending His
reign. How we envied the lot of the lamp
burning itself away in this tiny sanctuary;
for we must tell you that we have con-

tions they had great difficulty caring for
the works confided to them.

Our missions of the American West
have, since that time, prospered beyond
the dreams of their founders. We see it
in the present condition of the establish-
ments born of the pioneer effort of De-
cember 8, 1856.

The Province of the Sacred Heart,
whose provincial administration and no-
vitiate were transferred to Seattle in 1924,
now counts twenty-five houses and has
425 religious.

The large hospitals of Seattle, Port-

.  rE9.



- CENTENARY OF

land, ahd Oakland rank among the most
modern in the country. The total number
of sick cared for in the fifteeen hospitals

. of the Sacred Heart Province d the
course of the year 1942 was 80,827, and
the_number of pupils in the eight schools
and academies was 2,417. T[e work of
the religious in the midst of a people of
all shades of belief cannot fait tb ad-
vance the kingdom of God.

The conversions that occur in our in-
stitutions are efficacious in stimulating
and sustaining the zeal of. a Sister oI

THE INSTITUTE,-

occurred during one year's ministry
among our patients.

Third Missionmy Eff ort - 1864

One of the chief activities of the little
Providence of Vancouver, founded in
1856, was the welfare of the Christian
population (most of them Canadians) of
the region, whose wives and children
were still pagan. They therefore cared
for orphan children, the sick, and the
aged together with the other works of

Charity. Speaking oI his personal expe-
riences in one of our Western hospitals,
a priest told the Sisters : "How'much
good you do, even unknown to your-
selves ! How many hearts you prepare
for the reception of grace by your prayers,
your sacrifices, your works, and your
good example !" And he cited a list of
fifteen conversions, o[ wandering sheep
that had returned to God after five, ren,
twenty, ev-en {ifty _and- sixty years away
from the fold. All of these cases had

Foundation house, De Smet, Idaho

charity. However, the most ardent desire
of our missionaries was to devote them-
selves to the Indians. Their apostolic
dream became a reality jn 1g64, when
an appeal came from the |esuit Fathers
Iaboring among the Indiani of the Rocky
Mountains regions. They asked our Sis-
ters to take charge of a school for little
lndian girls at the St. Ignatius Mission
in what is now the State of Montana.

The Community gladly accepted the
request. The first caravan of four Sisters
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left Vancouver on September 12, 1864,
spending a few days with their Sisters at
Walla Walla before the pioneer trip
proper began. The party set out from
Walla Walla on horseback, under the
guidance of three |esuit Fathers. In the
expedition were also two jovial Irish-
men in charge of the large lumbering
prairie schooner containing provisions
and all the Sisters' earthly goods. Great
were the hardships of these inexperienced
travelers, breaking a trail through a wild

of the day. Father Giorda, the superior,
hearing their voices through the canvas,
would remark amiably to his companions:
"Birds chirping in the evening bring fair
weather in the morning !"

The journey o{ seven hundred miles,
four hundred o[ which were made on
horseback, took a month. During the lat-
ter part of the expedition, they occasion-
ally encountered groups of miners, who,
on learning that the Sisters were going to
St. Ignatius to teach the Pend d'Oreilles

Present day house, De Smet, Idaho

and almost impassable country. Their
way lay through thick underbrush and
over rocks and fallen trees. Sometimes
they were in danger of falling over sheer
precipices or of being swept away in the
rushing torrents that barred their route.
At night they slept in a tent under the
stars with their saddles for pillows. The
painful and amusing accidents o[ the day
were plentiful, but so also were their good
spirits. In the evenings they amused
themselves by recounting the happenings

and Flatheads, exclaimed : "You will
never be able to stay there. No white
woman could live in such surroundings."
Hardly consoling prophecies, but our mis-
sionaries were sustained by the thought
that they were doing the will of God.
Their faith was rewarded. The superior
of the party, Sister Mary of the Infant
fesus, died at the age of ninety-one after
having consecrated fifty-two years of her
life to the welfare of the Indian tribes of
that region.

. r 91 .
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In the two states of Montana and Ida-
ho our Institute directs numerous schools,
hospitals, and works of charity which
have prospered and developed year by

Senior pupils, De

year. The Province of St. Ignatius, born
of the missionary effort of.1864., has thir-
teen houses, with a personnel of.295 rcli-
gious. In addition there are the College of

THE INSTITUTE

Smet Mission

Young Coeur tAlene Indian girl

.  t92 .
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Education of Great Falls and a parochial
school at Colfax, which are not counted
as separate administrations. In the seven
hospitals of the province, 26,146 patients
were cared for during 1942, The highest
enrollment at the College has been 450
in a single term, and the five schools have
an enrollment of nearly one thousand.

fortunate than the pioneers of the St.
Ignatius Mission, traveled in a wagon
with springs loaned to them by the |esuit
Fathers. Their little house was made of
logs with a kind of adobe covering. At
the opening of class there were fourteen
girls and thirteen boys. Since that time
the Sisters have endured many hardships

Group of Coeur d'Alene Indians

De Smet Mission

The Indian population of the Rocky
Mountains region has decreased con-
siderably. Those of today live on res€r-
vations and are wards of the American
Government. Our mission at De Smet,
Idaho, founded in 1878, still cares for the
Indian girls of the vicinity. From its
foundation days this mission has been re-
markable for its vicissitudes and for the
constant struggle to make ends meet.

The foundresses of this mission, more

in order to teach the truths of religion to
the Coeur d'Alenes. When the latter go
to live in another environment, the ma-
jority hold to the faith they have learned
at the school and transmit it to their
children.

One day the priest was called to an
aged Indian who was dying. His con-
fession finished, his children and grand-
children recited aloud the prayers for
Holy Communion. These were prayers
the sick man had learned at school
and which he had taught to his family.

. r 93 .
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Wesesre - School at Point St. Charles

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

When the priests go to the most remote
habitations of the Indians, they ordinarily
find someone who can prepare the altar
for Mass, having been instructed at the
convent how to do this.

In 1842, the entire tribe of Coeur
d'Alenes was consecrated to the Sacred
Heart by Father Nicholas Point, S. f.
The centenary of this event was celebrat-
ed at the De Smet Mission in December,
1942. The Indians themselves sang the
Gregorian Mass, Orbis Factor, with a
mastery choirs of whites might have en-
vied. The entire day was given up to re-
joicings. The Jesuit Fathers of the Mis-
sion gave to all the people a banquet fol-
lowed by an interesting program de-
picting the foundation and development
of the Catholic life oI the tribe.

The Providence at De Smet has to-
day f.orty-one Indian pupils. The Sisters
also visit the sick in their homes and main-
tain a dispensary.

MISSIONARY V/ORKS OF THE CANADIAN
NORTH

The missionary efforts of 1852, 1856,
and 1864 gave birth to numerous founda-
tions which began in great privations but
are today among the'most important and
rrost prosperous in the Community.
These posts, so difficult of access at that
epoch, are now within a few days' jour-
ney, thanks to the improvements in trans-
portation. For a long time, there has
been no real missionary post in the Amer-
ican Northwest, with the exception of
De Smet.

However. there still remained a vast
stretch of country where the Sisters of
Providence were to exercise their apos-
tolic zeal. In 1891, the Oblate Fathers
asked the assistance of our Community
in the work of evangelizing the IndianClass room at Point St. Charles

,  r94.



tribes of the area, the Kootenays, Shus-
waps, and Kamloops in British Colum-
bia, and the Crees, Beavers, Blackfeet,
and other tribes in Alberta.

Succeeding the first mission at St.
Bernard on Little Slave Lake, foundations
followed one another swiftly in that vast
and beautiful land where our Sisters are
privileged to devote themselves to the
salvation of the poor Indians who re-
ceived with so much confidence the
women of prayer. There are at present
six Indian schools in Northern Alberta
and four hospitals; in Northern British
Columbia there are three hospitals.

The following extracts from annals
and letters give a general idea of the
work.

Trayels

At the time of the foundation of St.
Bernard Mission (1894) travel in the
Grouard Vicariate was a series of dan-
gers and fatigues. Navigation, in certain
parts of the Athabaska River, was dif-
ficult and perilous, because of the many
rapids. For whole days then the pas-
sengers must walk along the banks of the
river while the Cree oarsmen towed the
barge, lightened of its cargo. This latter
burden the crew were obliged to carry on
their backs. Certain places o[ encamp-
ment were almost inaccessible. One day
the barge stopped far from the bank and
the Sisters wondered how they could ever
reach the shore. One of the Indians
solved the difficulty by placing the Sister
Superior on his back and wading to shore.
The other Indians did the same for her
companions, leaving no time for expostu-
lation, and soon deposited them safe and
sound on the bank. The Christophers
then waded back to the barge apparently
enchanted with their exploit.

Point St. Charles for St. Martin Mission

Blackfeet Indians - group of sodalists and aspirants

OF PROVIDENCE
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Visiting an Indian family

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Another time it was a furious tempest
that sprang up during the night on Slave
Lake. For several hours their boat was
out of control and was at the mercy of the
waves. Though trembling with fear at
seeing themselves adrift, the Sisters kept
calm and all invoked the Star of the Sea.
Toward morning the barge drifted to-
ward the mouth of a little river where it
was possible to make a landing. The oc-
cupants, though drenched by the waves
and the torrential rain, were nevertheless
huppy to find themselves safe after such
great danger.

Each evening af.ter a trying, or per-
haps a pleasant, day, tents were set up
for the night. To guard against the
wolves whose howls could be heard in the
distance, the Fathers cut cedar branches
and made an enclosure around the tents
(and around the horses when travel was
by land). The resinous branches burning
slowly through the night made a glow
which frightened away the wild beasts.

. Each morning, a portable altar was set up
and the Father said Mass at which the
travelers had the happiness of receiving
Communion. Fortified by the Bread of
the strong, they felt able to face the cold,
the fatigue, the dangers of the route a-

1 ihead of them.
The journey of. our Sister foundress-

es to the Mission of Lake Wabaska was
particularly exciting. It was made in
three stages : from Montreal to Edmon-
ton by railway; from Edmonton to Atha-
'baska in a wagon drawn by four or six
horses according to need as when the
sloughs to be crossed were too deep; from
Athabaska Landing to Pelican Lake on a
kind o[ raft built for the occasion.

One of the missionaries has left her
impressions of the journey :

"ln listening to descriptions of others,
nobody could gain any idea of the fright-

.196 .
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ful roads. One must have an experi-
mental knowledge of them. Saturday we
were busy making our evening meditation
when we came to one of these sloughs. It
was so deep and the shock was so violent
that the horses almost lost their footing,
and the driver was thrown from the wag-
on. Sister Superior, too, was almost
thrown out but had the presence of mind
to cling to one of us. Without a driver
and terrified by our cries, the horses
might have caused further damage, had

OF PROVIDENCE

Indians enjoy parading on special occasions

anxiously scanned the river for the prom-
ised canoes. Neither person nor boat of
any kind was to be seen.

"After a halt of two days here, we
learned through our guide, Father Hus-
son, O.M.I., that our letters had gone
astray and that nobody at Lake Wabas-
ka knew at what date to expect us. More-
over, all the Hudson's Bay boats had al-
ready left. What were we to do ? Father
Husson decided to construct a raft of
trunks of trees securely fastened by

"$i:;f:;*il:":

not the men in charge of the heavy bag-
gage trucks hastened to our assistance....

"Our route lay across thirteen big
hills at the foot of which were dangerous
gullies. How relieved we were each time
we passed one safely. From afar we
could see the highest, which, we were
told, was the last. It looked so formidable
that we decided to climb it on foot, hoping
to arrive the sooner. Exhausted by fa-
tigue, we painfully toiled up, but it was
only at seven o'clock that we reached the
Landing after five days of travel. We

ropes. He covered the raft with bark and
then loaded our luggage on it, dec,laring
it could carry two thousand pounds. The
four Sisters and Father then took their
places, and found seats as best they could
on boxes or sacks. Thus for five long
days we voyaged on the Athabaska as
far as Pelican Lake. Ninety miles of
travel still remained including a three-
mile portage across the woods, through
water and mud to the knees. This last
stage took seven days. On our arrival the
whole population, Indian and halfbreed,

. t 9 7 .
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turned out to welcome us. Flags were
hoisted, guns were fired, the church bell
rang wildly, mingling its peals with the
welcomes of the poor children o[ the
forest."

Poverty - Sufferings - Sacrifices

A house had been built for the Sisters,
but as they were not expected until the
following year it had no furnishings.
There were neither tables, chairs, cup-
boards, nor beds. A little hay served as

mattress while they awaited the beds and
other effects they had brought from
Montreal, but which were still delayed
along the line, and, in fact, arrived only
seven months later. The Sisters meantime

Pupils of St. loseph School, Cluny, Alta.

' l ived in the most extreme poverty, in spite
of the solicitude of the Oblate Fathers
who deprived themselves of necessaries in
order to ameliorate the situation. Their
onlv food was fish with a sort of small
cakes, and a few potatoes that they suc-
ceeded in cultivating.

.  1 9 8 .
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But these privations were nothing
compared to those of the winter season
when their walls, poorly mortared, ad-
mitted the frost and the icy blasts of the
north wind.

One year after the foundation the Su-
perior wrote to the Mother House : "It
has been deep winter here ever since All
Saints, and we have had snow since Sep-
tember 15. Although we are better pro-
vided for than last year, we have had
to cut up woolen blankets to cover the
feet of the twenty-eight children. Each
one has a pair of cotton stockings, but
those are for Sundays only. Last week
the Fathers had two beef cattle slaugh-
tered for us. A piece of steak tastes good
af.ter a fish diet for seven months. How-
ever you would scarcely believe the effect
produced by our change from starvation
diet to richer food. For two weeks we
were so weak we could scarcely stand
erect. But that reaction passed and we
are now regaining our strength. We
have two thousand fish dried; it takes

two hundred a month to feed the person-
nel and it is really excellent food. |ust
now I am taking care o[ good Brother
Poulin who had his feet f.rozen while
catching fish for us."

All our Northern missions founded at
this period bore the same stamp of pov-
erty, suffering, sacrifices of all sorts in-
cluding the scarcity of news from the out-
side world. At Vermilion, for example,
the Sisters received mail only twice a
year. As for the supplies sent them, it
took more than a year for shipments from
Montreal to reach them.

The Indians, who did not vet under-
stand the benefits o[ a Christian educa-

o l t

" . " 4

Indians in fu l l  regal ia

tion, were reluctant to leave their children
with the Sisters. There was only oil€ dr-
gument that the Sisters recruiting for the
boarding schools found effective, that the
children were obliged to learn their cat-

A smile from Wabaska

; _ ;
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echism in order to prepare for their First
Communion. In general they submitted
in a spirit of faith. The children, however,
were not convinced and pined for the
complete liberty that had been theirs; in
consequence, truancies were frequent in
the first years. At times the parents them-
selves removed the children pretending
that they were poorly fed, badly treated,
etc.

Trials were frequent. At one time the
Sisters found themselves in such dire

in 1905, Mother Mary Antoinette, Su-
perior General, making the first official
visit of the Grouard Mcariate could
write : "What success I have witnessed !
The Sisters are venerated by the Indians.
These poor people, who live only for their
children, willingly consent to place them
with the Sisters, having seen the splendid
training they there receive. To win the
confidence of the Indians, the Sisters
visit the sick in the families; and the
Fathers pronounce remarkable the cures

poverty that they were obliged to send
half of their pupils back to their families,
as they had no food for them. They kept
only the orphans who had nobody to care
for them.

Success and C onsolations

After the hardships of the first years,
living conditions grew gradually better,
and the attitude of the Indians toward the
missionaries greatly improved. Already

Washing day at Grouard

they have wrought. Moreover, they call
the Superior (Sister Tiburce) the great
queen, a title she carries modestly enough,
if one may judge by her patched gar-
ments and the poor moccasins she wears.
The costume of the Sisters resembles ours
in cut, but I have had to permit them to

' 
wear green, all theirhabits having turned
that coior in spite of the precautions they
take to care for them. They have forty-
two pupils, and you would be surprised to
hear these children sing, pray, recite.

. 2 0 0 .



Their manners show poise and politeness.
They study well and are also adept in
manual tasks."

Bishop Clut, O.M.I., visiting an Indi-
an school one day asked a pupil, "What
are you learning here ?" And the child
answered, "I learn to play, to eat, to work,
to study, to obey, and to pray." The
Bishop was charmed with the answer;
and after he had examined the knitting
and sewing display of the girls he could
not resist telling.the religious how proud
he was o[ their school and of its fine
record. Shortly after, the report of a gov-
ernment inspector. won for the school an
annual grant for the manual works.

At the present time, the Indian
schools are on an equal footing with the
schools for white children, though the
pupils do not usually advance beyond the
eighth grade. In general they are faithful
to their religious duties and preserve a
grateful memory of the Sisters to whose
arduous toil they owe their education.

Today the Indian school at St. Au-
gustine has become an academy for white
pupils who may there complete their
studies to the end of the twelfth grade.
Among its former pupils it counts one
Francischn, one Redemptorist, one |esuit,
two secular priests, one Brother, and fif-
teen Sisters, twelve of the latter belong-
ing to our Community.

Some of the foundation convenrs
have been replaced by roomy structures
equipped with many modern conven-
iences; others are still in their primitive
state, and our Sisters await better days
when they too may have comfortable
and convenient convents. The frightful
roads where conveyances and horsemen
used to come to grief have in places be-
come fine automobile highways; n€v€r-
theless one must still use heavy wagons
in summer and dog teams in winter to

One of our numerous half-breed families

After a Baptism

The missionary Sister visits the wigwams
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The airplane sometimes replaces the dog-sled . . .
and long distances are quickly covered

reach Lake Wabaska, unless one is for-
tunate enough to be able to take advan-
tage of the occasional airplane service.

With the gradual opening up for set-
tlement of this vast region, material prog-
ress has been introduced. At the same
time the spread of religion has been facili-
tated because of the new importance
given to the apostolic works of the mis-
sionary religious.

Missionary Hospitals

Our first missions in the Far North
had for principal end the care, evan geliz-
ation, and education o[ the Indian chil-
dren. However, to this apostolic work of
first necessity each mission added that of
visiting the sick in their homes and of
maintaining a dispensary where hun-
dreds of prescriptions were distributed
annually to the sick of the region.

At Lake Wabaska and at Fort Ver-
milion, the Sisters even have small hos-
pitals beside the schools, the former hav-

, irg twenty-five beds; the latter, fifteen.
In the Vicariates Apostolic of Grou-

ard and Prince Rupert, five other regular
hospitals have been opened, at Mclennan
and High Prairie in Alberta; and at Van-
derhoof, Fort St. fohn, and Dawson
Creek in British Columbia. With the

. building of the Alaska Highway, the two
latter have greatly increased in impor-
tance.

The first of the five, found ed in 1929,
was Mclennan, situated at a railway
junction where, as on the famous Pont
d'Auignon 

''everybody 
passes by." Mc-

Lennan has a strategic location which
augurs well for its future prosperity; it is
proud of its thriving little thirty-six-bed
hospital.

The foundation at Fort St. |ohn was
first refused bv the General Council: but

.202 .
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Providence provides for the needs of Its creatures



in the following year, 1930, Bishops
Grouard, ]oussard, and Guy renewed
their petition, urging the interests of re-
ligion in that growing region, with the
result that the Community accepted the
mission. Fort St. ]ohn, situated in the
northwest of the Vicariate of Grouard,
and in the "Peace River Block,f is
destined by its location to become the
Vancouver of Northern British Columbia.
It has a population of four thousand,
most of them owners of "homesteads."
All the citizens appreciate the service
rendered by Providence Hospital to the
sick of the vicinity, of whom it cares for
five hundred annually. The Dawson
Creek Hospital, fifty-four miles south of
Fort St. |ohn, is situated at a terminal of
the Northern Alberta Railway. Its hos-
pital can accommodate thirty patients.

The work accomplished by our. Sis-
ters in these establishments was thus de-
scribed by the Vicar Apostolic of
Grouard in a letter addressed to the
General Council in 1932 :

" . . . You are correct in saying that it
is a question of the salvation of souls and
of the greater glory of God. It is evident
that in this country hospitals rank before
churches. The latter are sometimes
empty, but the former necessarily draw
all classes and creeds and lead them to
reflect on their last end as well. Both the
patients and their visitors see the Sisters
at work and are edified by their example.
They are thus true triissionaries. I dare
say that in certain places they do more
than the Fathers for the evangelization of
the poor people of our Vicariate."

At least one may admit that the min-
istry of the hospital Sister in mission
countries is particularly fruitful, when one
reads in the chronicles declarations like
the following : "Not one patient received
since the opening of our little hospital (a

Grouard domestic science class room

His Excellency Mgr. Antoniutti, Apostolic Delegate,
visits St, Bernard Mission, Grouard

OF PROVIDENCE
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Rev, Father Floch, O,M,I., administers Extreme Unction
to a young Indian at the Hospital

The infirmarian praying at the bedside of an Indian girl

Sacred Heart Hospital, Mclennan, Alta.

period o{ ten years) has died without first
being reconciled with the good God."
(Mclennan Hospital)

The total number o[ beds for the sick
in our seven hospitals of the Canadian
North is 242. During theyear 1942, they
received 4,061 patients and gave 6,512
days of free hospitalization.'

In Alasha

Our Community possesses in Alaska
two general hospitals, that of Fairbanks
founded in 1910; and that of Anchorage,
opened in 1938.

At the time of their establishment at
Fairbanks one of the Sisters gave this de-
scription of their new post :

"Fairbanks is a pretty little town of
about three thousand souls which sur-
passes Nome (1) itt importance and in
organization; it is the headquarters of a
United States District Court. It was

.founded in 1903 by experienced miners
who came {rom Dawson and the Klon-
dike; consequently it was organized in an
intelligent and practical manner, and that
explains its rapid development.

"Its climate appears more favorable
than that of Nome thanks to the greater
number of hours of sunshine and the con-
sequent health-giving light and heat.
There is a certain amount of farming; suf-
ficient oats, potatoes, and other vege-
tables are raised to supply all or part of
the needs of the population.

"The hospital is quite comfortable. It
is a three-story wooden structure 90 x 40
feet, with a hot-water heating system, and

t In 1902, the Institute had opened a hospital at Nome
on Bering Sea, a town that had sprung up almost over
night during the Alaska gold rush, At Nome there are
only three months of summer, during which time the sun
does not disappear below the horizoni while in winter
there is a corresponding period of darkness. This hospital
was closed.in 1918.
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with steam for the laundry. The machin-
ery of the latter is operated by electric
power. The house is equipped with
electric lighting and bell system, and has
also two telephones.

"The climate is dry and cold. In Oc-
tober, the sun rises about ten o'clock in
the morning and sets at two in the after-
noon.

OF PROVIDENCE

takes a mere trifle of fourteen days; it is
the route'of the tri-weekly mail service."

The present means of travel are much
better and more expeditious. The steam-
ship from Seattle reaches Seward in five
or six days when navigation is favorable.
From Seward one may reach Fairbanks
in two days by railway, or in a few hours
by airplane.

St. Joseph Hospital, Fairbanks, Alaska (/efl : the parish church)

"Of the many gold-mining camps in
the territory, Fairbanks is the most con-
siderable. The other riches of the country
include silver, cop'per, marble, coal, ivory,
furs, and fish.

"The best method of winter commu-
nication is by steamer from Seattle to Val-
dez, a town situated on the Gulf of Alas-
ka; thence by stage to Fairbanks, 373
miles further north. This overland trip

At the present. time, Fairbanks has a
population of about 2500 inhabitants.
This town, situated 162 miles from the
Arctic Circle, is still prosperous because
of the surrounding gold-mining area that
gives the town its title of "Alaska's gold-
en heart." It is the interior terminus of
the Alaska Railroad and is the distribut-
ing point for the entire region, particular-
ly for the fertile Tanana Valley.
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The first hospital has been enlarged
by an annex, and is entirely modern in
its equipment and conveniences. On the
occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the arrival of the Sisters of Providence
at Fairbanks, a local newspaper made the
following editorial comment : "The ques-
tion of difference of race, color, or reli-
gion is never raised at St. )oseph Hospital.
The pioneers who came to Fairbanks in
1910 brought neither scrip nor purse,but
they brought something infinitely better :

mines of thls Arctic region. The impos-
ing annex recently added to the original
building is a proof of it. It combines
beauty of exterior structure with interior
comfort and conveniences."

What the newspaper did not record is
the spirit of. zeal which animates our dear
Sisters. Their apostolate is particularly
fruitful. The annals of each year tell of
many conversions; lapsed Catholics rare-
ly leave the hospital without having made
their peace urith God.

Providence Hospital, Anchorage, Alaska

the love of their Creator and of their fel--
lowmen. They came here not in search
of gold but of sufferings to assuage, o[
pains to solace. They were women o[
culture and experience; but more than
that, they were devoted nursesr €XC€p-
tionally competent for the task that was
to be theirs. Others came to continue the
work so well begun and to follow in their
footsteps. Their characteristic spirit of
progress has brought to the hospital a
development comparable to that of the

Providence Hospital, Anchorage,
which counts scarcely five years of exist-
ence, has also many beautiful pages in
its spiritual records. Its first patient, re-
ceived ]uly 10, 1939, had not practised
his religion for sixty-two years. He was
seventy-six and seemed to have entirely
lost the faith; nevertheless his obstinacy
in error was conquered by grace in less
than a month. Aird at the same time,
three other fallen-away Catholics were
reconciled with God. Such a harvest o[
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souls, at the beginning of the work, was a
precious encouragement for our mission-
ary Sisters of Anchorage.

Our two Alaska hospitals have 109
beds for the sick, and received 3,836 pa-
tients in the course of. 1942,

In closing this very inadequate sketch
of the missionary work of the Communi-
ty, it is fitting to point out that the salva-
tion of souls was the ardent ambition of
our venerated Foundress and of our first
Sisters. It inspired them to heroic deeds
which appeared foolhardy to merely hu-
man prudence. But God blessed them be-
yond all expectation. And it would seem

that from their heavenly home Bishop
Bourget and Mother Gamelin, and our
predecessors as well, acclaim our humble
efforts, each time we try to follow in the
path they traced at the cost of inconceiv-
able sacrifices.

To God be the glory, and to the neigh-
bor the benefit !

And may all the works of our Institute
continue to be inspired by our beauti{ul
motto, borrowed from the great Apostle :

Charitas Christi Urget Nos I

The Charity of Christ presseth us !

Midnight sun in Alaska
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PART III

o

Sometimes figutes have comparatively little signif'

icance ; but when statistics tell us of thousands of poor

assisted, of orphans and aged received and shelter-ed,

cjf sick cared for, of pupils educated, then figures take

on a vitality and an attractiveness that raise our minds

and hearts to the. God of charity, to the compassionate

Christ who said : ttWhatsoever you do to the least of

Mine, I sha'll regagd as done unto Me.t'

This divine word the Sister of Charity bears in her

heart wherever obedience sends her. She finds in it

her consolation in her life of sacrifice for the neighbor

and her joyous certitude of the eternal recomPense.
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MevnBns oF THE GeNrnar. CouNcrr, AT THE CnNreNenv oF THE lusrlturB

Below; Mother Praxedesof Providence, SuperiorGeneral; leff : Mother John of Canti, first .s,ssistant General;
tiglt : Mother Mary Hedwidge, second Assistant General.

Standing, from left to right: Mother Vincent of Providence, Secretary General; Mother Gerard of Providence,
third Assistant Genlral; Mother Mary of Gethsemane, fourth Assistant General; Mother Leon Eugene,
Depositary General.
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OF PROVIDENCE

GENERAL STATISTICS OF THE
Personnel and Works of the Institute

March 25, 1943

On March 25, 1943 - exactly one
hundred years after its foundation - the
Institute of Providence numbers 120 es-
tablishments located in 29 dioceses and 3
vicariates apostolic of Canada and the
United States (counting two houses in
Alaska ).

3474 professed Sisters exercise their
devotedness toward the poor, the sick,
and the children.

The novitiate at the Mother House,
Montreal, has 75 novices and 44 postu-
lants. That of Seattle, Washington, has
22 novices and 15 postulants, a total of
97 novices and 59 postulants preparing
for religious life.

The present general Council is as fol-
Iows :

Mother Praxedes of Providence, superior
general

Mother ]ohn of Canti, f irst assistant general

Mother Mary Hedwidge, second assistant
general

Mother Gerard of Providence, third assistant
general

Mother Mary of Gethsemane, fourth assistant
general

Mother Vincent of Providence, secretary
general

Mother Leon Eugene, depositary general.

The superior of the Mother House is
Sister Victor of ]esus.

The provincial superiors are :

Mother Adeodat - Our Lady of Seven Dolors
Province

Mother Margaret of Scotland - St. Vincent de
Paul Province

Mother Frangoise Romaine - Bourget Prov-
ince

Mother Donatille -. St. foseph Province

Mother House - 23ll St. Catherine St. East, Montreal
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Mother Mary Mildred - Sacred Heart Prov-
ince

Mother pascal - St. Ignatius Province
Mother Ann Philomena * Holy Angels Prov-

ince

JUBILARIAN SISTERS

Professed vocol

Golden fubilee
Diamond fubilee
Ruby fubilee ...... ......

Prolessed Coadjutrix

Golden fubilee
Diamond |ubllee
Ruby fubilee

JUBILARIAN SISTERS LIVING

March 25, 1943

Professed vocal

Golden fubllee
Diamond |ubilee
Ruby fubilee

Professed Coadjutrix

Golden fubilee ..
Diamond ]ubilee
Ruby |ubilee

GENERAL SURVEY
of the Works of the fnstitute during 1942

In the 38 Hospices or Homes for the
Aged - 3l of which are in Canada and
7 in the United States - 1,966 aged
people of both sexes are taken care of-

In the 66 houses where visits in the
homes are made the Sisters have made
54,468 visits to 6,519 sick and 2,478 poor
families.

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

At the Depots, 68,803 meals were
given; at "La Soupe", 103,000 guests
were taken in. Alms in money and goods
were estimated at $70,222.63.

4.,815 visits to prisoners were made.
The Gamelin Creche received 189

babies; 75 were still there on |anuary
lst, 194.3. At the same date, Burlington
Creche had 17.

The Asiles received 182 children,
boys and girls; Day Nurseries received
l  88.

In our 21 Orphansges - 18 of which
are in the East and3 in the West - 2.522
children are kept and taught; 882 boys
and 1,640 girls.

Our 51 hospitals - 17 of which are
in the East and 34 in the West - have
a total of 13,600 beds; 165,932 patients
have been cared for.

Patients at the Dispensaries number
40,573 - 41,136 free prescriptions were
given to the poor.

Free hospitalizations : 4.02,386 days.
Night watches with the sick: 225,483.
Our 24 Schools of Nursin g - 9 in

the East and 15 in the West - number
1,722 pupils.

In our Preparatory Schools, all in
Canada, 775 boarders and 1,830 day pu-
pils.

At the Emily Tavernier School for
subnormal children, 300 pupils have
benefited of the devotednesi oi our Sis-
ters : 197 boys and 103 girls.

Our Hospital of St. John o.f God has
a total of 6,207 insane.

The Institution for Deaf'Mutes keeps
and teaches 365 deaf-mutes (children
and adults ).

The Normal School of St. Ursule
counts 73 Normal School students.

The College of Education of Great
Falls has 356 students.

In our 49 boarding schools and day
schools - 26 in the East and 23 in the
West - there are 8,193 pupils - 1,196
boarders and 6,997 day pupils.

353
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One closed Retreat was given to 78
young girls (besides the regular annual
retreats provided for all the older school
pupils ) .

The Adult Boarders in our houses
number 322.

Our Missionary Works comprise 7
schools for Indians and t hospitals (in-
cluding those of Fairbanks and Anchor-
age ) .

Our Indian and half-breed pupils
count 679.

In the missionary field our hospitals
have a total of 351 beds. They have re-
ceived 7,897 patients during 1942 and
given 8,136 days of free hospitalization.
(These numbers are included in the sta-
tistics given above ) .

a

GENERAL SURVEY

of our houses

There are 120 houses - including those of
Burbank, St. Agathe des Monts, and Lachute :

75 houses in Canada and 45 in the United
States.

These 120 houses are scattered in 32 dio-
ceses, 19 of which are in Canada and 13 in
United States (3 Vicariates Apostolic in-
c luded).

With the understanding that in certain
houses many of the works o[ mercy at? e-x?t-

cised simultaneously, we count :

51 Hospitals * 17 in the East and 34 in the
West.

38 Homes for the Aged - 31 in the East and
7 in the West.

2l Orphanages - 18 in the East and 3 in the
West.

49 Boarciing Schools and Academ ies - 26 in
the East and 23 in the West.

15 Preparatory Schools - all in the Province
of Quebec.

2 Creches for foundlings.

I Institution for Deaf-Mutes (Boarding

School and Residence).

1 College of Education at Great Falls, Mon-
tana.

3 Colleges of Nursing : Oakland, California;
Portland, Oregon; Seattle, Washington.

I Normal School at St. Ursule.

1 Scholasticate Normal School at the Mother
House.

I Medico-Pedagogical School at St. fohn o[
God Hospital.

I School for subnormal children at St. fohn
of God Hospital.

I Normal School for teachers at the Institution
for Deaf-Mutes,

In these figures are included our 7
schools for Indians and t hospitals in
missionary fields : Alberta,. Montana,
Alaska, British Columbia.

NUMBER OF HOUSES IN THE DIOCESES

CANADA (March 25, 1943):

Diocese of Montreal ..... 26
St. |ohn (of Quebec) I
St. Hyacinthe ...... ...... I
Valleyfield

foliette
Quebec
Three Rivers
Gaspe
Ottawa
Timmins
Moncton,  N,  B. . . . . . .
Mont Laurier...... ......
St. Boniface, Manitoba
Calgary, Alta. ......
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan......
Vancouver, B. C. ......
Nelson,  B.  C. . . . . . .

I
8
2
4
2
2
I
2
I
I

Vicariate Apostolic of Grouard, Alta. ...... ...... I I
Prince Rupert, B. C. I

Torot,  7

OF PROVIDENCE
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UNITED STATES :

Diocese of Burlington, Vermont ...... ...... ......

Manchester, N. H.

Newark,  N.  J .  . . . . . .

Chicago, I l l inois

Seattle, Washington

Spokane, Washington
Portland, Oregon

San Francisco, California ...... .

Los Angeles, California ...... ......
Boise, Idaho
Helena, Montana
Great Falls, Montana

Vicariate Apostolic of Alaska

Tora r :  45

Grand total 120 houses. 75 of which are in
Canada and 45 in the United States.

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE
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HOUSES IN THE DIOCESE OF
MONTREAL:

I - Mother House. Montreal
2 - Asile of Providence, Montreal
3 - Providence St. Alexis, Montreal
4 - Sacred Heart Hospital, Cartierville
5 - Providence Notre Dame de Grice,

Montreal
6 - General Hospital of Christ the King,

Verdun
7 - St. |oseph Hospital, Lachine
8 - St. |ohn of God Hospital, Montreal
9 - St. Ann's School and Duy Nursery,

Montreal
l0 - Institution for Deaf-Mutes, Montreal
11 - Providence St. Vincent de Paul. Mont-

real
12 - Prcvidence St. Enfant f6sus, Montreal
13 - Providence St. Elizabeth. Maisonneuve

;l
iii ii:l

s:!'ry]
Yiffi:'

ffi

Asile of Providence - Provincial House of Our Lady of Seven Dolors Province
(Mother House until 1888)
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l4 - Hospice Auclair, Montreal

l5 -- Providence Bourget, Montreal

16 - Providence St. Genevieve, Montreal

l7 - Hospice Gamelin, Montreal

l8 - Providence St. Adele, St. Adele, Que.
19 - Providence of the Sacred Heart, St.

Andre d'Argenteuil
20 - Providence St. Marguerite, St. Margue-

rite du Lac Masson

2l - St. George School, Mont Rolland
22 -Hospice Drapeau, St. Therese de Blain-

' 
ville

23 - Hospice Notre Dame, L'Assomption, Que.
24 - House of Providence. St. Vincent de Paul

(Laval )

25 - Residence Our Lady of Providence, Car-
tierville

26 - Providence Hospital, Lachtrte, Que.

Providence St. Isidore - Provincial

ST. JOHN OF QUEBEC :
1 - Hospice Our Lady of Seven Dolors, La-

prairie

ST. HYACINTHE :
1 ,- Providence St. Victor. Beloeil

VALLEYFIELD :
I - Hospice St. Vincent de Paul, Valleyfield
2 - Hotel Dieu, Valleyfleld
3 - Providence St. Ignatius, Coteau du Lac
4 - Providence St. Aubin, Nouveau Salaberry

OF PROVIDENCE

JOLIETTE r '
I - St. Eusebe Hospital, |oliette
2 - St. |oseph's Boys' School, foliette
3 - Providence St. foseph, Lanoraie
4 -- House of Providence. Mascouche
5 - House of Providence, St. Elizabeth
6 * Hospice St. Antoine, St. Lin des Laurenti-

des.
7 ,- House of Providence, St. Thomas
8 - House of Providence, St. Paul

QUEBEC :

I - St. foseph Hospital, Riviere du Loup
2 - House of Providence, St. Casimir

THREE RIVERS :
I - St. |oseph Hospital, Three Rivers
2 - Providence Our Lady of the Rosary, St.

Tite

House of St. Vincent de Paul Province

3 - S.t. Ursule Nor-"I School, St. Ursule
4 - Hospice of Providence, Louisevilie

G A S P E :

I - Hospital-Hospice of Providence, Chandler
2 * House of Providence, Cap d'Espoir

OTTAWA:

I - Sacred Heart Hospital, Hull, Que.
2 - Providence of the Sacred Heart. St. Andre

Avellin
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TIMMINS :

1 - St. Mary Hospital, Timmins, Ont:

MONT LAURIER :

1 - Providence Hospital, St. Agathe des
Monts, Que.

M O N C T O N ,  N .  B . :

1 - Providence St. |oseph, Shediac
2 - Hotel Dieu, Moncton

ST. BONIFACE, Man.  :

1 - St. Joseph Hospital, Kenora, Ont.

CALGARY, Alta. r

1 - St. Joseph School, Cluny, Alta.
2 - Lacombe Home, Midnapore, Alta,
3 - Our Lady of Providence Residence, Cal-

gary, Alta.

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

PRINCE ALBERT,  Sask . :

1 - Notre Dame Hospital, North Battleford,
Sask.

VANCOUVER, B.  C.  :

1 - St. Paul Hospital, Vancouver, B. C.
2 - St. Mary Hospital, New Westminster,

B. C.
3 - Providence St. Genevieve, New West-

minster ,  B.  C.

NELSON,  B .  C . ;
1 - St. Eugene Hospital, Cranbrook, B. C.

VICARIATE APOSTOLIC OF
GROUARD, Alta.  :

I -- St. Bernard Mission, Grouard, Alta.
2 - St. Bruno Mission, foussard, Alta.
3 - St. Francis Xavier Mission. Calais. Alta.

Institution for Deaf-Mutes ,- Provincial House of Bourqet Province
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4 * St. Martin Mission, Lake Wabaska, Alta.
5 - St. Augustine School, Peace River, Alta.
6 - St. Henry Mission, Fort Vermilion, Alta.
7 - Sacred Heart Hospital, Mclennan, Alta.
8 - Providence Hospital, Fort St. fohn, B. C.
9 - St. |oseph General Hospital, Dawson

Creek, B. C.
l0 - Providence Hospital, High Prairie, Alta.
11 - St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus School,

Friedenstal, Alta.

VICARIATE APOSTOLIC OF YUKON
AND PRINCE RUPERT, B. C. :

I - St. |ohn Hospital, Vanderhoof, B. C.

BURLINGTON, Vt. :

I -- St. |oseph Orphanage, Burlington, Vt.
2 - St. Louis Convent, Winooski, Vt.
3 .- St. |ohnsbury Hospital, St. |ohnsbury, Vt.

MANCHESTER, N.  H.  :

I - St. Vincent de Paul Bgarding School,
Manchester, N. H.

NEWARK, N. I.  ,

I - St. Ann's Home for the Aged, fersey City,
N.  l .

CHICAGO, I l l ino is :

I - Lewis Memorial Maternity Hospital,
Chicago, I l l inois

2 - St. Mary's Training School, Des Plaines,
Illinois

SEATTLE, Washington :

I - Mount St. Vincent, Seattle, Washington
2 - Providence Hospital, Seattle, Washington
3 - Holy Family School, Seattle, Washington
4 - St. Catherine School, Seattle, Washington
5 - Providence Academy, Vancouver, Wash-

ington

6 - St. foseph Hospital, Vancouver, Wash-
ington

7 - St. foseph Academy, Yakima, Washing-
ton

8 - St. Elizabeth Hospital, Yakima, Wash-
ington

9 - Providence Hospital, Everett, Washington
l0 - St. Peter Hospital, Olympia, Washington
11 - St. Michael School, Olympia, Washing-

ton

12 - St. fohn of the Cross Hospital, Port
Townsend, Washington

St. Eusebe Hospital, Joliette -- Provincial House of St, Joseph Province

OF PROVIDENCE
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l3 - Holy Rosary School, Moxee, Washing-
ton

14 - Ozanam Home, Tacoma, Washington

15 - Sacred Heart School, Tacoma, Washing-
ton

SPOKANE, Washington :

I - Sacred Heart Hospital, Spokane, Wash-
ington

2 - St, Mary Hospital, Walla Walla, Wash-
ington

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

PORTLAND, Oregon:

I - St. Vincent Hospital, Portland, Oregon

2 - Providence Hospital, Portland, Oregon

3 - St. Mary Hospital, Astoria, Oregon

4 - Sacred Heart Hospital, Medford, Oregon

GREAT FALLS, Montana:

I ,- Columbus Hospital and College of Edu-
cation, Great Falls, Montana

2 - St. Clare Hospital, Fort Benton, Montana

3 - St. Thomas Orphans' Home, Great Falls,
Montana

HELENA, Montana:

I ;- Sacred Heart Academy, Missoula, Mon-
tana

2 - St. Patrick Hospital, Missoula, Montana

3 - Holy Family Hospital, St. Ignatius, Mon-
tana

Mount St. Vincent, Seattle, Washington .- Provincial House of Sacred Heart Province

3 - St. Vincent Academy, Walla Walla,

Washington

4 - St. foseph Academy, Sprague, Washing-

ton

5 - St. Ignatius Hospital, Colfax, Washing-

ton

6 - St. |oseph's Home for the Aged, Spokane,

Washington
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Sacred Heart Hospital, Spokane, Wasl:ington -

BOISE, Idaho :

I - Providence of Marv Immaculate, De Smet,
Idaho

2 - Ow Lady of Lourdes Academy, Wallace,
Idaho

3 - Providence Hospital, Wallace, Idaho

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal i forn ia :

I - Providence Hospital, Oakland, California

Provincial House of St. Ionatius Province

LOS ANGELES, California :

I - St. |oseph Hospital, Burbank, California

VICARIATE APOSTOLIC OF
A L A S K A :

I - St. |oseph Hospital, Fairbanks, Alaska
2 - Providence Hospital, Anchorage, Alaska

Lacombe Home, Midnapore, Alberta ,- Provincial House of Holy Angels Province
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HOUSES OF THE INSTITUTE
According to Provinces

MorHrn Houss, MoNrnraL, (2311
St. Catherine St. East ) transferred from
the Asile of Providen.ce, |une 9, 1888 -
Personnel of Mother House and depend-
ent houses, 301 Sisters.

Under the dependence of the Mother
House

St. Mary's Training School, Des Plaines,
Il l inois

Providence St. Aubin, Nouveau Salaberry,

Que.
Our Lady of Providence Residence, Car-

tiervil le
St. |oan of Arc School, Nitro, Que. (The

Sisters reside at the Hotel Dieu, Val-

leyf ie ld) .
Providence Hospital, St. Agathe des Monts,

Que.
Providence Hospital, Lachute, Que.

. Oun Laov oF SEVEN Dorons Pnov-
INCE - erected March 29, l89l - 15
houses in Canada - 660 Sisters.

Montreal : Providence Asile (Provincial

House); St. Alexis Orphanage.
Laprairie, (Home for the Aged and Or-

phanage)
Coteau du Lac, (Boarding School and

Home for the Aged)
Valleyfield : Hospice St. Vincent de Paul;

Hotel Dieu, Nitro School
Lachine, (Hospital)

Riviere du Loup, (Hospital)

Cartiervil le, (Hospital)

Shediac, N. B. (Orphanage and Home for
the Aged)

Chandler, (School and Home for the
Aged)

Notre Dame de Grace, (Orphanage and
School)

C"p d'Espoir, (School)

Mbncton, (Hospital)

Verdun, (Hospital)

Sr. VrNcnNT DE Paur PnovrrucB -
erected March 29, 1891 - 1 I houses - 5
in Canada and 6 in the East of the United
States - 628 Sisters.

Montreal: Providence St. Isidore (Prov-

inc ia l  House),  St .  fohn of  God Hos-
pital, St. Therese Residence; St. Ann's
School and Day Nursery.

Burlington, Vt., ( Orphanage)

Winooski, Vt., (School)

St. Andre Avell in, Que., (School and
Home for the Aged)

Manchester, N. H., (Boarding School and
Home for the Aged)

St. fohnsbury, Vt., (Hospital and School)

]ersey City, N. Ir, (Ho*" for the Aged)
Hul l ,  Que. ,  (Hospi ta l )

T immins,  Ont . ,  (Hospi ta l )

Chicago, I l l inois, (Hospital)

Note, - Providence St. Isidore and St.
Therese Residence form one administration with
St. |ohrr of God Hospital.

Bouncnr PRovIucr - erected Feb-
tuary 15,1926 - 14 houses in Canada -
442 Sisters.

Montreal : Institution for Deaf-Mutes
(Provincial House); Providence St.

Vincent de Paul (Visitation Street);

Providence St. Enfant |esus (Mile

End); Providence St. Elizabeth (Mai-

sonneuve); Hospice Auclair; Hospice

Gamelin; Providence Bourget; Provi-

dence St. Genevieve.

Beloeil, (School and Home for the Aged)
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St. Andre d'Argenteuil, (Boarding School
for boys)

St. Therese de Blainvil le, (Home for the
Aged and School)

St. Marguerite du Lac Masson, (School)
St. Adele, (School and Residence)
Mont  Rol land,  (School)

Sr. |osrnu PRovlNce erected
March 29, l89l - 15 houses in Canada
- 443 Sisters.

lol iette : St. Eusebe Hospital, (Provincial
House);  St .  Joseph School

St. Elizabeth, (School and Home for the
Ased)

St.  Paul ,  (School  and Home for  the Aged)
Mascouche, (School and Home for the

Aged)
Three Rivers, (Hospital, Home for the

Aged,  Orphanage)
St. Vincent de Paul, Isle fesus, (School

and Home for  the Aged)
L'Assomption, (Orphanage and Home for

the Aged)
St.Ursule, (Boarding School, Normal

School, Home for the Aged)
Lanoraie, (School and Home for the Aged )
St. Thomas, (School and Home for the

Aged)
St. Casimir, (School and Home for the

Aged)
St. Tite, (School and Home for the Aged)
St. Lin des Laurentides, (Home for the

Aged)
Louisevil le, (Home for the Aged and

School)

Sacneo Heanr PnovrNce - erected
March 29, 1891 with the Provincial
House at Vancouver, Washingtor. -
Transferred to Mount St. Vincent,
Seattle, January 25, 1924. - 25 houses
in the United States (West\ - 425 Sis-
ters.

Seaf:tle : Mount St. Vincent, (Provincial
House); Providence Hospital; Holy
Family School; St. Catherine School

Vancouver : Providence Academy; St. Jo'
seph Hospital

Walla Walla : St. Vincent Academy; St.
Mary Hospital

Portland : St. Vincent Hospital; Provi-
Cence Hospital

Astor ia,  (Hospi ta l )

Yakima:  St .  |oseph Academy; St .  E l iza-
beth Hospital

Olympia : St. Peter Hospital; St. Michael
School

Port Townsend, (Hospital and Home for
the Aged) 

'

Oakland, California, (Hospital)

Everett, (Hospital)

Fairbanks, Alaska, (Hospital)

Medford,  (Hospi ta l )

Moxee City, (School)

Tacoma : Sacred Heart School; Ozanam
Home for the Aged.

Anchorage, Alaska, (Hospital)

Burbank, California, (Hospital)

SetNr IcNertus PnovrNce - erected
March 29,l89l with the Provincial house
at Missoula, Montana. Transferred to
Spokane, Washington, August 21, 1926.
- l3 houses in the United States (West)
295 Sisters.

Spokane : Sacred Heart Hospital, (Pro-
vincial House); St. foseph Home for
the Aged

St.  Ignat ius,  (Hospi ta l )

Missoula : Sacred Heart Academy; St.
Patrick Hospital

De Smet,  
- ( lnd ian 

Miss ion)

Fort  Benton,  (Hospi ta l )

Sprague, (Academy)

Wallace: Providence Hospital; Our Lady
of Lourdes Academy

Great Falls : Columbus Hospital and Col,
lege of Education; St. Thomas Or-
phans' Home.

Colfax, (Hospital and School)

OF PROVIDENCE
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Hor,y Axcrrs PnovrNcr - erected
August 28,lglzwith the provincia'l house
at Vancouver, B. C.; transferred to
Cranbrook, B. C., April l l ,1915, then to
Midnapore, Alberta, ]une 12,1920. - 2l
houses in Canada (West) - 280 Sisters.

Lacombe Home, Midnapore, Provincial
House

Neu'Westminster, B. C. r St. Mary Hos-
pital; Providence St. Genevieve.

Grouard. St. Bernard Mission
Vancouver, B. C., Hospital
Peace River, St. Augustine School
Cluny, Alta., Indian School

CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Fort Vermilion, St. Henry Mission
Cranbrook, B. C., Hospital
Lake Wabaska, St. Martin Mission and

St. Charles Mission (branch)
Kenora, Ont., Hospital
Calais, St. Francis Xavier Mission
North Battleford, Sask., Hospital
foussard, St. Bruno Mission
Mcl.ennan, Hospital and School
Fort St. fohn, Hospital
Dawson Creek, Hospital
High Prairie, Hospital
Friedenstal, School
Vanderhoof, Hospital
Calgary, House of Studies.
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OF PROVIDENCE

GENERAL STATISTICS OF THE WORKS OF THE INSTITUTE

Compatative Table of the Jubilee Years

Establishments ...
Graduate Nurses
Pupil Nurses
Employees of both sexes hired by the year
Aged Guests of both sexes
Orphan Boys...
Orphan Girls ...
Indian pupils of both sexes
Foundlings admitted during the year... ...
Foundlings present |anuary I st ... ...
Deaf -Mutes under instruction
Deaf-Mutes lodged in the Insti tut ion.... . .
Mental patients ...
Patients admitted in hospital during the

year ...
Number of beds for patients ... ...
Days of free hospitalization ...
Days of hospitalization, under the Law of

Public Charities
Private Retreats (Ladies and young

girls )
Adult boarders present lanuary lst ... ... ...
Resident pupils (both sexes) . .
Extern pupils (both sexes) .
Pupils in Infant Schools
Resident pupils in Boys'.Schools
Day pupils in Boys' Schools
Children in Nurseries ... ...
Normal students
College students
Number of patients visited in their homes
Visits to patients in their homes
Visitsto the poor in their homes ... ... ... ... ...
Visits to the prisoners
Night watches with the patients
Meals given to the outside poor ...
Work of "La Soupe" (Prov. Asile) . . . . . . . . .
Amount of alms in cash and clothing

distributed to the poor ...
Patients (Dispensariesand Clinics) ..  .
Prescriptions served to the outside poor
Needy families assisted

1;l
108
286

1893

-

-
) 5

732
262
794
5t9

1868

-

86

20

52

t94

r,396

u,t:

1 9 1 8

105
4.43
288
769

1,279
464

1 ,312
582

t9
l l

212
r29

2,909

52,797
6,988

29,788

64
369

1,104
4,945

293
566
t:

8,099
55,494
26,731

84
73,641
59,059

$31 ,1  87  .89
10,834.

232,790
1,999

1943
120

1,070
1,722
3,350
1,966

882
1,64.0

679
205
92

241
1,28

7,325

165,932
13,600

402,386

668,325

78
322

1,196
6,997

r82
t t )

1,830
188
73

356
6,519

33,353
2 l , l l5
4.,815

226,190
68,803

103,000

$70,222.63
40,573
41,136
2,478

65 261
325 1 ,2 l l

1 ,341 4,124
407
70

= =

4,374 9,684
19,22_3 143,203

I,061 13,186
u,rr: 72,033

5,754 4,375
9,670 58,583
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CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

ESTABLISHMENTS IN EXTSTENCE, MARCH 25, 1943
(in order of foundation)

Date of Foundation Number of Name and Address Province of the Institute

the House

Transferred l. - Providence Mother House

lune 9, 1888 23ll St. Catherine St. East
Montreal, P. Q.

March 25, 1843 2. + Providence Asile Our Lady of Seven
551 St. Catherine St. East Dolors
Montreal, P. Q.

Mag 16, 1846 5. - Hospice Notre Dame des Our Lady of Seven
Sept-Douleurs Dolors
Laprairie, P. Q.

Sept. 15, 1849 8. - House of Providence St. foseph
St. Elizabeth

|oliette County, P. Q.

Feb. 19, 1851 ' 10. - Institution for Deaf-Mutes Bourget
3725 St. Denis St.
Montreal, P. Q.

Sept.2, 185j 12. - House of Providence St. |oseph
Saint Paul

|oliette County, P. Q.

Dec. 18, 1853 14. - Providence'St. Alexis Our Lady of Seven
1469 St. Denis St. Dolors
Montreal, P. Q.

Jan. 17, 1854 15. - Providence St. Vincent Bourget
de Paul
980 Visitation St.
Montreal, P. Q.

Mas 1, 1854 16. - 
i,:J,ff"i*phanage 

St. Vincent de Paul

Burlington, Vt.

Feb. |i, 1855 18. - House of Providence St. |oseph
Mascouche
Assumption County, P. Q.

Aug. 10,1855 lg. - St. Eusebe Hospital St' |oseph
|oliette, P. Q.
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OF PROVIDENCE

Date of Foundation Number of Name and Address Province of the Institute
the House

Dec, 8, 1856 22. - Providence Academy Sacred Heart
Vancouver, Wash.

April9, 1858 23. -- St. |oseph Hospital Sacred Heart
Vancouver, Wash.

Oct. 5, 1858 27. - House of Providence St. )oseph
St. Vincent de Paul
Laval County, P. Q.

Aug,25, 1863 30. - House of Providence Our Lady of Seven
Coteau du Lac Dolors
Soulanges County, P. Q.

Feb. 18, 1864 32. - St. Vincent Academy Sacred Heart
Walla Walla

- Washington

Oct. 17, 186:1 33, - Holy Family Hospital St. Ignatius
St. ignatius
Montana

oct.27, t864 34.- 
+i"1":'"{,l"Hospital 

St. }oseph
.  

P .Q.

Sept. 1, 1868 37. - Providence St. Enfant fesus Bourget
5001 St. Dominic St.
Montreal, P. Q.

Jan, 11, 1869 39. - St. Louis Convenl St. Vincent de Paul
Winooski
Vermont

lan, 30, 1869 40. ;- Providence St. Victor Bourget
Beloeil, p. e.

Sept,2, 1870 41. - Hospice Notre Dame St. foseph
L'Assomption, P. Q.

Se.pt.23. .1870 42. - 
3l H.,.r;[ 

Normal school St. foseph

Maskinonge County, P. Q.

April 19, 1873 44. - St. Patrick Hospital St. Ignatius
Missoula
Montana

Oct.2:1, 1873 46. - St. fohn of God Hospital St. Vincent de Paul
Gamelin
Laval County, P. Q.

(also)
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CENTENARY OF THE INSTITUTE

Date of Foundation Number of Name and Address province of the Institute
the House

Residence St. Therese
Gamelin
Laval County, P. Q.

(also)

lune 5, 1852 Residence St. Isidcjre
324 De Boucherville St.
Montreal

Sept. I, 1.874 49. - House of Providence St. foseph
Lanoraie, P. Q.

May 10, 1875 53. - St. Vincent Hoepital Sacred Hearr
Portland
Oregon

Nov. 6, 1875 54. - St. foseph Academy Sacred Heart
Yakima
Washington

Mag 2, 1877 56. - Providence Hospital Sacred Heart
Seattle
Washington

Aug.14,1878 58.t Providence du Sacr6-Coeur Bourget
St. Andre d'Argenteuil
P. Q.

Nou.22, 1878 59. - Providence Mary lmmaculate St. Ignatius
De Smet
Idaho

Jan. 27, 1880 60. - St. Mary Hospital Sacred Heart
Walla Walla
Washington

lulg 30, 1880 61. - St. Mary Hospital Sacred Heart
Astoria
Oregon

Aug.22, 1881 62. - St. Michael School Sacred He;irr
. Olympia

Washington

Mag 31, 1884 65. - Hospice St. Vincent Our Lady of Seven
de Paul Dolors
Valleyfield, P. e.

Aug.24, 1885 66. - House of Providence St. foseph
St. Thomas

foliette County, P. Q.
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Date of Foundation 
il:Ti:;.:t 

Name and Address ' Province of the Institute

' Sept. 10,1885 67. - Sacred Heart Academy St. Ignatius
Missoula
Montana

April30, 1886 68. - Sacred Heart Hospital St. Ignatius
Spokane
Washington

JuIg 6, 1886 69. - St. Mary Hospital Holy Angels
New Westminster
B. C.

Aug. 5, 1886 70. - St. Clare Hospital St. Ignatius
Fort Benton
Montana

Dec.28, 1886 71. - House of Providence St. Ignatius
Sprague

, Washington

lune 18, 1887 72, - St. Peter Hospital Sacred Heart
Olympia
Washington

Mag 15,1889 71, - St. foseph Hospital Our Lady of Seven
Riviere du Loup Dolors
P. Q.

June j, 1890 75, - St. fohn Hospital Sacred Heart
Port Townsend
Washington

Julg jI, 1890 76. - House of Providence St. foseph
St. Casimir
Portneuf County, P. Q.

Aug.22, 1890 78. - House of Providence St. Vincent de Paul
St. Andre Avellin
P. Q,

lulg 1, 1891 79. - Providence Hospital St. Ignatius
Wallace
Idaho

Aus. 2, 18e1 80. - 
?,;fr*:"b"h 

Hospital Sacred Heart

Washington

Sept.11,1891 81. -  House of Providence St.  foseph
St. Tite
Laviolette County, P. Q.
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Date of Foundation Number of Name and Address Province of the Institute
the House

Juty 2, 1892 82. - Hospice Drapeau Bourget
St. Therese de Blainville
P. Q.

Aug. 11,1892 83. - Si. Vincent de Paul Boarding School St. Vincent de Paul
2,53 Lake Avenue
Manchester, N. H.

Sept.23, 1892 84, - Columbus Hospital St. Ignatius
Great Falls
Montana

April17,189j 85. - St. Ignatius Hospital St. Ignatius
Colfax
Washington

Mag 7, 1894 86. - Providence St. Elizabeth Bourget
1691 Pius IX Avenue
Maisonnriuve
Montreal, P: Q.

lune 16, 1894 87. - St. Bernard Mission Holy An-qels
' Grouard

Alberta

lutg 1, 1894 88. - Hospice Auclair Bourget
4220 Henrj fulien Avenue
Montreal, P. Q.

Aug. 19,189t1 89. * St. |ohnsbury Hospital St. Vincent de Paul
St. fohnsbury
Vermont

Oct. 18, 1894 gO. - St. Paul Hospital Holy Angels
Vancouver, B. C,

Dec. 10, 1894 91. - Hospice Gamelin Bourget
1440 Dufresne St.
Montreal, P. Q.

June 25, 1898 92. - St. Augustine School Holy Angels
Peace River
Alberta

Oct.30, 1899 93. - Providence Bourget Bourget
3500 Ontario St. East
Montreal, P. Q.

Dec, 4, 1899 .94. - St. |oseph School Holy Angels
Cluny, Alberta
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Date of Foundation Number of Name and Address province of the Institute
the House

Dec. 4' 1899 95. - sacred Heart Hospital our Lady of seven
3300 Gouin Blvd. West Dolors
Montreal, P. Q.

Feb. 19' 1900 96. - providence st. Genevieve Holy Angels
836-t2th St.
New Westminster, B, C.

lulg j, 1900 97. - St. Henry Mission Holy Angels
Fort Vermilion
Alberta

Nou. 11' 1900 98. - st. Eugene Hospital Holy Angels '

Cranbrook
B. C.

June 16, 1901 99. - St. Martin Mission Holy Angels
Lake Wabaska
Desmarais P. O.
Alberta

Mag 24, 1902 101. - Providence Hospital Sacred Heart
Oakland
California

jan. 16, 190j lO3. - St. foseph Hospital Holy Angels
Kenora
Ontario

Sept.2l, 1903 104. - Providence St. Genevieve Bourget
4078 Delorimier St.
Montreal, P. Q.

Sept. 12,1904 105. - Hotel Dieu Our Lady of Seven
Valleyfield Dolors

March 1, 1905 106.- Providence Hospital Sacred Heart
Everett
Washington

Mag 14,1905 lO7. - St. |oseph School St, foseph
12 des Carrieres St.
foliette, P. Q.

Jan. 7, 1906 108. - Our Lady of Lourdes Acad. St. Ignatius
Wallace
Idaho

May 12,1906 1Og. - Hospice St. Antoine St. Joseph
St. Lin des Laurentides
P. Q.
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Date of Foundation Number of Name and Address province of the Institute
the House

Aug. 18, 1906 110. - House o[ Providence Bourget
St. Marguerite du Lac Masson.
P. Q.

Sept, 14, 1906 lll. - House of Providence Bourget
St. Adele
Terrebonne County,
P. Q.

ocL 22' 1e07 tt2' - 
3:,i::ffiJ,1"t* 

Mission Holv Ansels

lune 17,1909 ll4. - Lacombe Home Holy Angels
Midnapore
Alberta

Oct. 1, 1910 ll5. - St. |oseph Hospital Su"""j Heart
Fairbanks
Alaska

Dec.21, 1910 l l7.  -  St.  Thomas Orphanage St.  Ignat ius
Great Falls
Montana

Mag 12,1911 119, - Providence st. foseph our Lady of Seven
Shediac Dolors
N. B.

'M"y 27,.1911 120. - sacred Heart Hospital Sacred Heart
Medford
Oregon

June 20, 1911 l2l. - Notre Dame Hospital Holy Angels
North Battleford
Sask.

Aug. 1, 1911 122. - St. Ann's Home St. Vincent de paul
198 Old Bergen Road
|ersey City, N. J.

Aug.7, 1911 123. - Sacred Heart Hospital St. Vincent de paul
222 Laurier Avenue
Hull, P. Q.

Aug.15,1912 126.;- St. Mary Hospital St. Vincent de paul
Timmins, Ontario

Jan. 7, 191j 127. - St. Bruno Mission Holy Angels
|oussard, Alta

Aprit 15, 191j 128. - 
'St. 

|oseph Hospital Our Lady of Seven
Lachine Dolors
near Montreal
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July 26, 1914 129. - St. Ann's School and St. Vincent de Paul
Day Nursery
287 Eleanor St.
Montreal, P. Q.

Sept,21, 1915 132. - Providence Hospital Our Lady o[ Seven
Chandler Dolors
Gasp6 County, P. Q.

. Sepf. 25, 1915 133. - Holy Rosary School Sacred Heart
Moxee
Washington

Aug.28, 1917 134, - House of Providence Our Lady of Seven
Cap d'Espoir Dolors
Gasp6 County, P. Q.

Mag 5,1919 135, - Providence Notre Dame de Grice Our Lady of Seven
4441 Dtcarie Avenue Dolors
Notre Dame de Grace
Montreal, P. Q.

Aug. 12,1922 139. - Hotel Dieu Our Lady of Seven
Providence Street Dolors
Moncton. N. B.

]un. 25, 1924 140, - (Ptou.) Mount St. Vincent Sacred Heart
14.1. - (Locall Seattle

Washington

Aug.21,1925 142.- St. foseph Home for the Aged St. Ignatius
707 E. Mission Ave.
Spokane
'Washington

Mag 1, 1926 144. - House of Providence St. Joseph
' Louiseville

P. Q.

Sept, 1, 1927 146. - Holy Family School Sacred Heart
1815 West Roxbury St.

- 
Seattle. Wash.

March I, 1929 147. - Ozanam Home Sacred Heart
l8l2 Yakima Avenue
T'acoma, Wash.

March 8, 1929 148. - Sacred Heart Hospital Holy Angels
Mclennan. Alberta

. z t t  .
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Date of Foundation Number of N"-e and Address Province of the Institute

the House

Aug. 1, 1929 l4g. - sacred Heart school sacred Heart

4530 McKinley Avenue
Tacoma, Wash.

lulg 24, i930 150. - Leriris Memorial Maternity Hospital St. Vincent de Paul

- 3001 South Michigan Avenue I

Chicago, Ill inois

Dec. 15, 1930 l5l. - Providence Hospital Holy Angels

Fort St. fohn ' ,
B. C.

Nov. 30, 1930 152. - House of Providence Bourget
- 

Mont Rolland
T""-"b";;; -ounty, P. Q.

Dec 8, 1e31 153. - 
fr;"?lgi'Jtil.:t 

christ the King 
3n3* 

of Seven

Verdun, Montreal, P. Q.

Aug. jl,1932 154..- St. |oseph's Geireral Hospital Holy Angels

Dawson Creek, B. C.

sept. 12, 19j3 156. - our Lady of Providence Residence Holy Angels

1804 Centre Street South
Calgary, Alberta

lulg 1, 19j6 157.- St. Mary's Training School Administered by the

Route l. Box 24 Mother House

Des Plaines, Illinois

lulg 15, 19j7 158. - Providence Hospital Holy Angels

High Prairie, Alberta

Juts 15. 1ej7 tss. - 
i: ff;;:rj,,H""iT" 

|esus Schoor Horv Ansers

Friedenstal, Alta.
Via Fairview

Feb, 9, 1938 160. - Providence Hospital Sacred Heart

Anchorage,
Alaska

Aug.20, 1939 16l. - Providence Hospital Sacred Heart

700 N. E.47th Avenue
Portland
Oregon

Mag 9, 1940 162. - St. |ohn Hospital Holy Angels

Vanderhoof
B. C.
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Date of Foundation

Aug. 1, 1941

Sept.2j, 19:11

March 6, 1942

Sept. 12, 1942

March 25, 1943

Number oI
the House

164. -

165. -

166. -

167. -

168. -

March 25, 1943 169. -

Name and Address

St. Catherine School
8610 Eighth Avenue N. E.
Seattle, Wash.

Providence St. Aubin
Nouveau Salaberry
Beauharnois County, P. Q.

Our Lady of Providence
Residence
4701 Gouin Blvd. West
Montreal, P. Q.

St. foseph Hospital
501 S. Buena Vista St.
Burbank, California

Providence Hospital
St. Agathe des Monts
Terrebonne County, P. Q.

Providence Hospital
Lachute
Argenteuil County, P. Q.

Province of the Institute

Sacred Heart

Administered by
Mother House

Administered by
Mother Hotr.se

Administered by
Sacred Heart
Province

Administered by
Mother House

Administered by
Mother House

the

the

the

the
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