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50th anniversary of

the arrival in Vancouver of
The Missionary Sisters

of the Immaculate Conception




“Large rivers from little fountains flow,
Tall oaks from little acorns grow.”’

David Barrett (1769-1813)

1921-1959%

Imagine if you will, with sympathy, fifty years ago,
four Sisters from Montreal whose English was
sparce, making the long train trip across Canada to
come to Vancouver, a place that was only a name
on the map to them. One had been to China and
spoke Cantonese, one was an American and two
were French Canadian.

These four ladies, Sr. Marie du Sacre Coeur, Sr.
Aimee de Jesus, Sr. Marie du Saint Redempteur
and Sr. Marie de St. Georges, were about to plant
some acorns. But perhaps they did not know that
then.

What they did know was a message very clear from
Archbishop Timothy Casey: ‘“We have a great need
in Vancouver for the services of your order, The
Missionary Sisters of The Immaculate Con-
ception.”

By May 2, 1921 the four Sisters were on their way
from Montreal to open a new Mission for the
Chinese children in Vancouver.

They began very simply by renting a small house
on Keefer Street which they immediately turned
into a school early in June. Between coping with
an old sawdust furnace, a lack of money and space,
the four Sisters had their problems. .
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