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Audacious spi r i t
Our  hea l t h  m in i s t r y  began  w i t h  an  aged  man  who

sought care f rom the Sisters of  Char i ty  (Grey Nuns)

of  Montreal  in November 1863-42 years before

Alberta became a province.

Our cal l ing to provide compassionate care to those

in  need  s ta r t ed  i n  t ha t  momen t  and  has  con t i nued
'150 

years strong.  Steeled by a deep fa i th,  the Sisters

cared for  the s ick,  vulnerable and forgot ten wi th

resou rcefulness and respect  nu r tur ing them-body,

m lnd  and  sou l .

Alberta!  h istory has strong connect ions to our

founding congregat ions-courageous women who

he lped  p i onee r  t he  many  t owns  and  c i t i e s  t ha t  have

become the backbone of  our province.

Sisters of Charity
(Grey Nuns) of
Montreal open
first hospital in
the Northwest
Territory in
St. Albert.

Canada becomes
a confederat ion. '

Calgary
incorporated as
town: populat ion
400.'

First  te lephone
comes to Alberta.

Sisters of Charity
(Grey Nuns) of
Montreal open
Edmonton
General Hospital

1896 - Klondike
Gold Rush
begins; three
Canadian routes
depart from
Edmonton. '

Misericordia
sisters oPen a
small  maternity
hospital -  the
Misericordia
Hospital in
Edmonton.

Alberta officially
becomes a

province;
Edmonton is

the capi ta l  c i ty . '

1 906 - First
x-ray uni t  comes

to Alberta.
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I  r 'urace unoer Trre
ln  the decade before World War I  and the decade
after ,  the Sisters '  resi l ience and unwaver ing
commi tmen t  t o  r espond ing  t o  unme t  needs  enab led
rhem to  ooen  seve ra l  hosp i t a l s  i n  l he  p rov i nce ,  s i x  o f
which exist  today as part  of  the Covenant fami ly.

Amono  t hose  t r ca ted  i n  o  . r  r ac i ' i t i e s  we re  so ld :e r s
who of ten faced a brutal  and lengthy physical  and
emo t i ona l  T t r . o \ / e " v  So re  a l so  re tu .ned  w  rh  ano rhe r

t e r r i b l e  a i lmen t :  Span i sh  i n f l uenza ,  an  unusua l l y
deadly f lu v i rus that  spread rapid ly.

Despi te the r isks,  our doctors and nurses cared for
every pat ient  who came through our doors wi th
grace and courage, l iv ing the minist ry of  Jesus and
recogniz ing that  everyone is a ref lect ion of  the div ine
deserving of  love and care.

Sisters of Charity,
Notre Dame
d'Evron open
St.  Marys
Hosp i t a l  i n
Trochu.

Sisters of
Charity, Notre
Dame d'Evron
establ ish
S i  l a c o n h ' c

Genera l
Hospi ta l  in
Vegrevi l le .

l - ) e r r n h + o r c  n {

Wisdom establ ish
Our Lady of the
Rosary Hospital
in Castor.

World War l.'

/ - lnca  nr  r r *o rc

and massive
troop movements
hasten spread
of Spanish flu
pandemic in 19' l  8-
1919 .  M i l l i ons
die worldwide,
including 50,000 in
Canada. Pandemic
reaches Alberta.

Sisters of Charity,
Notre Dame
d'Evron establ ish
St. Louis Hospital
in  Bonnyv i l le .

1921 - Banting
and Best
develop insul in
for diabetes
treatment.'

Sisters of

St. Vincent de
Paul establ ish
St. Marys
Hospital in
Camrose.



Steady for t i tude
The Roar ing 20s,  f i l led wi th opt imism, gave way to
desna i .  i n  t he  3O<  u r i l h  t he  s l ock  r r a r ke t  c ras l ^  and
t a r r i h l a  r ' l r n  , ^ h +  R o " ^ '  ' . . o .  . ^ . . 1  i r  ' ^ , - "

common  to  f i nd  a  s t r ange r  wa l k i ng  t h rough  ou r
h n c n i t : l c  n  c a : r . h  n l  { n n r ]  . h ^  + ^ '  - ^ r  ^ ^ . h - ^ .  .o , , u  P s , , , o P r  o

bi t  of  comfort .

When  Wor l d  War  l l  b roke  we  t r a i ned  med i cs  and
tended to the hearts and bodies of  wounded sold iers
and  t he i r  f am i l i es .  Po l i o  and  t ube rcu los i s  came  on

the heels of  the War and we adapted-repurposing
beds to create sanator iums and of fer ing specia l ized
rehabi l i tat ion serv ices.

Soon af ter ,  o i l  was discovered in Leduc and wi th i t
came  a  boom,  d raw ing  more  peop le  and  g rea te r
demand for  heal th serv ices-to our province.  We
r a c n n n r { a . l  + n  + h r f  r r l l

Sisters of
Providence,  St .
Vincent  de Paul
establ ish St .
Joseph's Auxi l iary
Hospi ta l  in
Edmonton.

1928 -

Sir  Alexander
Fleming
discovers
penic i l l in . '

Sister Servants of
Mary lmmaculate,
Ukraine open Mary
lmmaculate Hospi ta l
in Mundare.

Sisters of St.
Martha,  Ant igonish
open St.  Michael !
General  Hospi ta l  in
l a t h h r i r l n o

1929-1939 -

Great Depression;
stock market crash

Sisters of St.
Martha establ ish
Banff  Mineral
Spr ings Hospi ta l .

Sisters of St.
Joseph, London
establ ish Ki l lam

General  Hospi ta l .

Albertans face
Depression and
Dust Bowl.

World War l l . '

Sisters contribute
to the war effoft,
t ra in ing medics
and car ing for
convalescent
soid iers.

1945 -  Fi rst
inf luenza vaccine
developed.

Oil discovered at
Leduc  No .  1 ;  o i l
boom begins in
Alberta. '

Carmel i te
Sisters of the
Div ine Heart  of
l a c r  r c  n n a n  ( t

Joseph's Home in
Medicine Hat.

1953 -  Po l io
epidemic arr ives
in Edmonton. '



\  , .  .  r  Ivrsron oT nope
Through boom and bust ,  pandemics and epidemics,
wi ldf i res,  { loods and tornadoes,  Cathol ic  heal th care
has  hcen  n r t r sen l  mee l i no  t he  needs  o f  commun i t i es
wi th qual i ty  care and serv ice.  Today,  our Covenant
fami ly cont inues to respond to our communit ies as
a key partner in one integrated heal th system wi th
Alberta Heal th Services.

For 
'150 

years we have been innovators seeking to be
of  serv ice.  Our commitment to car ing {or  Albertans,

l ike the Sisters before us,  is  resolute.  l t  is  expressed
each day by those who work and care for  pat ients,

residents and their  fami l ies in Cathol ic  faci l i t ies across

our provrnce.

We are proud that  our minist ry is  f lour ishing,  of fer ing

a v is ion o{  hope now and for  the future.

ftrtFu

St.  Louis Hospi ta l
and Duclos
Hospi ta l  in
Bonnyvi l le  are
ama lgama ted
ro oecome
Bonnyvi l le  Heal th
Centre.

Grey Nuns
Hospital opens
in Edmonton;
Edmonton General
transitions into
seniors care.

1992 - Caritas
Heal th Group
established with
consolidation
of Grey Nuns,
Edmonton General,
Misericordia sites.

St. Michaelt
Health Centre
in Lethbridge
opens, replacing
former St.
Michael 's
Hospital.

2005 - Martha s
House opens in
l a t h h r i r l n a

St. Therese Villa
opens in Lethbridge.

Youville Home in St.
Albert becomes part
of Caritas Health

Group.

Covenant Health
is established with
consolidation of
16 Cathol ic  heal th
care facilities in 1 1
communities across
the province.

Vil la Caritas
opens in
Edmonton.

( +  l n c a n h t

Home i n
Medic ine Hat
jo ins Covenant
Heal th.

Monument to the
Sisters unveiled
at Alberta
l a n i c l a f r  r r o

1 50th anniversary
of Cathol ic health
care in Alberta.




