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An Advisory Committee overseeing the development and
jmplementation of a nine month course was formed having repre-
sentation from the Registered Nurses' Association of Ontario,
Department of Health, Ontario Health Hospital Association and
nurses form various clinical agencies.

In that same year the first such training centre opened
in Toronto, Hamilton and Kingston. Sudbury's centre began on
March 29, 1954 with an enrollment of 21 students (13 of whom
graduated). It is interesting to see that these schools were not
situated on hospital grounds.

As health care needs changed over the years, so did the
curriculum and admission requirements to this programme. One
aspect remained the same. The initial period of classroom ins-
truction was followed by a supervised clinical application
period, mostly in a ratio of 1 to 2 (3 months of theory; 6 months
of practice). Admission requirements over the years ranged from
a basic education to the present Grade 10 of a four or five year
high school programme or the equivalent.

Curriculum evolved over the decades. In the beginning.
students studied "nursing basics, body structures and function,
nutrition, personal hygiene, ethics and housekeeping" .29
Todays's curriculum includes theory in nursing, biology and
social sciences and prepares the student to assume responsibi-
lities, as stated in the Standards of Nursing Practice. The dis-
tinctive green uniform was changed to a white one with a crest on
the left sleeve, in the sixties. In 1972 the Training Centres
were tranferred from the Ministry of Health to the Ministry of
Colleges and Universities and in 1977 the name Training Centres
was officially changed to Regional Schools for Nursing Assist-
ants. By 1982, 14,345 students had graduated from the government
schools.30 The graduate applies to the College of nurses of
Ontario and writes an examination in order to become registered
in the Province. The recommended starting salary is approxima-
tely 70% of that of a Registered Nurse. Registered MNursing
Assistants are employed in most health care agencies although
their role keeps evolving as health needs change and availability
of registered nurses vascilates. Although this programme is not
part of the five professional schools described in this book, a
short history was included due to the significant role the
Registered Nursing Assistant programme played in the evolution of
caring in Sudbury.
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Mother and Daughter Tea. Marymount School of Nursing, 1958.
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