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C H A P T E R  S E V E N T E E N

WESTERN SCHOOLS

PnrNcn Rupnnr

RrNcE RureRr, the chief centre of halibut and
salmon fishing, with its vast cold storage plant,
its huge grain elevators, its wide, deep harbour

large enough to shelter the whole British Navy, is
situated on the coast of British Columbia close to the
Alaskan borderr 550 miles north of Vancouver. Prince
Rupert of the gorgeous sunsets, with its background
of lofty mountain peaks, and with the majestic sweep
of the Pacific before it, was the site of the first school
founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph in the Canadian
West.

This town, the western terminus of the Canadian
National Transcontinental ruilway, was founded in
1906. Ten years later the Catholic population had
increased to a degree that convinced the Oblate
Fathers of Mary Immaculate that a school staffed by
Sisters was an immediate and imperative need. Ac-
cordingly letters of appeal reached the Mother House
in Toronto, but met with little encouragement. How-
ever, such men as Father Emile Bunoz, later Bishop
Bunoz, and F'ather Pauick McGrath, O.M.I., who
years before had left their homes and friends in
France and Ireland respectively, to spend themselves
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in the wilds and wastes of America, were not easily
discouraged.

Experienced campaigners for Christ, they placed
their cause in the hands of His Mother. Then while
at home, Father McGrath led their faithful flock in a
public novena, Father Bunoz journeyed all the way
to Toronto to beg for Sisters. So effective were their
combined efforts that F'ather Bunoz returned with
the promise of immediate help.

That promise was fulfilled the following August
(1916) when, on the feast of the Assumption of Our
Blessed Lady, Sister Lidwina Henry and three other
Sisters arrived in Prince Rupert. Warm indeed was
the welcome the weary travellers received from
F'athers Bunoz, O.M.I.,  McGrath, O.M.I.,  and Coc-
cola, O.M.I.,  who were there to meet them with a
large group of rejoicing parishioners. After bene-
diction of the Blessed Sacrement in the church, they
proceeded to the cottage which was to be their home
until something better could be secured. There was
further evidence of welcome here, for it had been
furnished, the larder well stocked with food, and the
whole house was bright with fowers. Here too, they
were presented with a beautiful statue of Our Im-
maculate Mother which, some time before, Lady
Laurier had donated, to mark her visit to Prince
Rupert on the first train to pass over the newly
completed railroad. This statue has ever since had a
place of honour in the chapel.

Lengthy indeed would be the account if names of
friends and benefactors were listed. But the record
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of their kindnesses and devotedness throughout the
years, together with those of Bishop Bunoz and his
priests, is written in heaven. There no name will be
omitted and no good deed unrewarded. The grateful
prayers of the Sisters follow these cherished friends
in life and even into eternity.

On August 28, two Sisters opened classes in the
school. Shortly after the new year a commercial class
was added. This class was moved to the convent and
a boarding school was built the following year on a
hilltop commanding a magnificent view of the
harbour.

For this project gifts and donations came from
various sources, but further aid had to be solicited and
the existence of the school made known in scattered
regions remote from the town. Hence the Sisters
divided their forces, and visited in person several
lumber camps where they experienced both courtesy
and generosity.

The opening of a boarding school and kinder-
garten necessitated a larger staff. Eventually nine
Sisters found their time completely occupied. The
first uncertain days of a new foundation were past
and the future seemed to promise peace and security.
Then the unforgettable epidemic of "flu" of 1918
struck Prince Rupert, leaving desolation in its wake
there as elsewhere. All but two of the boarders were
stricken. One Sister was at death's door. These
were carefully attended, but the need of nurses else-
where was pressing. Two Sisters relieved at the
General Hospital every night; two others went each
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day from home to home ministering to those who had
absolutely no one to look after them. Then came a
call for help from the lumber camps on the Queen
Charlotte Islands, where nearly all, even the com-
pany's doctor, were down with "flu." The manager
came to Prince Rupert pleading for volunteers to
nurse the dying. Nowhere could he get assistance.
As a last resort he appealed to the Bishop, who
promised him help at once. Two Sisters, with a
Catholic lady who joined them, ieft with the Bishop
for the Islands. Previous to their arrival the death
rate in the camps had been appalling, but God visibly
blessed the work and sacrifices of this devoted band
of volunteers, for not one death occurred after their
coming. Shortly afterwards the manager sent a
cheque for a very substantial sum, not, he said, in
payment for services beyond human accounting, but
merely as a token of gratitude.

So passed the eventful early years of the Sisters
of St. Joseph in Prince Rupert. Many of the labourers
-priests, Sisters and devoted friends-have passed
to their reward but the work begun and fostered by
them still goes on. The school now has all the grades
up to and including two years of high school. The
commercial and music departments are fourishing.
The truths of religion are taught not only in regular
class rooms but also in remote districts of the vrcariate
during vacations. Truly has the seed planted on the
Pacific coast on the feast of our Lady's Assumption,
7916, brought forth much fruit.
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Lepvsurrn
The founding of other schools in the West followed

fast on that of Prince Rupert. In 1917 a school at
Ladysmith, B.C., on Vancouver Island was taken
over. This mission was closed after six years.

Sr. JosnrH's, WrlrrvrrEc
Early in 1919, an urgent call came for Sisters for

St. Joseph's School in Winnipeg, Manitoba. St.
Joseph's was, and still is, a German parish and Sisters
of a German community taught in the school. But
\n l9t9 just after the close of World War I, feeling
against all things German ran high. This section of
Winnipeg did not escape the general phobia. So
precarious was the situation for the German Sisters,
that it was thought expedient for them to withdraw
as speedily and as secretly as possible. Urgent tele-
grams and long distance telephone talks resulted in
the acceptance of the school and convent on College
Avenue.

Accordingly, on February 9, Reverend Mother
Victoria installed Sister Placida, the Superior, and her
five Sisters in their new home in this mid-west city.
Here too, they were to be co-workers of the Oblate
Fathers who had endeared themselves to the Com-
munity in Prince Rupert.

Soon this convent was sending Sisters to teach in
other parishes of Winnipeg. It offered hospitality to
members of various religious orders who were travel-
ling back and forth from distant points and afforded
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them welcome breaks in long train journeys. But
because of the impossibility of providing German-
speaking Sisters in sufficient numbers for the school,
the Sisters of St. Joseph reluctantly transferred both
school and convent to the Sisters of Charity of Saint

John, N.B., in 1936. But a link with St. Joseph's still
remains by reason of the several vocations from the
parish that blossomed and bore fruit during those
huppy seventeen years.

Sr. AnwE's, WrrwleEc; Sr. Alnnowsus,
Sr. BoNrracn

Two years later, St. Anne's Convent was opened
and that same year two Sisters began to teach in St.
Alphonsus School, East Kildonan, in the Archdiocese
of St. Boniface. This parish is administered by the
Redemptorist Fathers of the Toronto province. In
1923 four Sisters (the number has since increased to
seven) took possession of the very fine convent built
for them under the personal supervision of the late
Reverend John Kane, C.SS.R., rector of the parish.

Attendance at the school increased so rapidly that
very soon the original three rooms were quite in-
adequate, particularly when high school classes were
added. Then temporary accommodation for the over-
flow was offered in the Redemptorist Monastery.
This inconvenience ended in January 1950, with the
opening of a large, well-equipped, modern school.

From these convents Sisters go regularly to out-
lying districts to instruct children deprived of the
advantages of Catholic education.
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Sr. Menv's, Srrrow

In response to the request of Archbishop Sinnot
of Winnipeg, in July 1926, St. Mary's Convent, a
boarding-school for Ukrainian girls and day school for
both boys and girls, was taken over in Sifton, Mani-
toba, about 200 miles north of Winnipeg. For six
years one Sister taught in the neighbouring public
school-a public school, because in Manitoba only
such receive government support. There were two
parishes with resident pastors, one Polish, the other
Ukrainian. Intermarriages between the two nation-
alities gradually wore down native prejudices, until
in 1934 Polish Benedictine Sisters were able to take
over all the work in Sifton.

Sr. P,a.rnrcr's, VAwcouvER
Many and pressing were the requests for Sisters

from places in the West. All could not be granted,
but it was decidedin 1922 to make another foundation
in British Columbia. This time it was to be in St.
Patrick's parish, East Vancouver.

Mother Alberta Martin, former Superior-General,
who was already in the West, was named Superior.
She was admirably fitted for such an undertaking
with its hardships and privations. Her quick mind
and warm heart, her gracious personality, her versa-
tility, but above all, her faith and zeal, were irue-
sistible. She was joined by five other Sisters who
were imbued with the same spirit.

Father Forget, the zealous and self-sacrificing
pastor, vacated his sparsely furnished rectory on 12th



, , t

762 cA NA DA

Avenue, in order that the Sisters might have a home.
This first convent bore for a time the name St.
Mary's, then St. Joseph's, but to avoid confusion with
other convents it was finally changed to that of the
parish.

Here the Sisters started with nothing they could
call their own, but kind friends saw to it that they
lacked little that was necessary. For their tiny chapel
Father Forget donated everything requisite for divine
worship- an altar, vestments, linens.

The beautiful new school, free from debt, was
blessed by the late Archbishop Casey in September.
For this occasion, the whole parish turned out to
form a guard of honour from the convent to the
school, while the Archbishop, clergy, Sisters, and
children walked in procession. It was a day of re-
joicing and thanksgiving for Catholic Vancouver and
the beginning of a new era.

Opening day put an end to dreams of an ideal
school in which no room would have more than forty
pupils. Each teacher reported having registered fifty,
sixty, even ninety children. An extra class had to be
opened at once and a lay teacher engaged. Before
many weeks, another had to be added, for many
families sought and found homes in the vicinity. Two
years later the third storey of the school was finished
and devoted to high school classes.

In August a large class of children received First
Holy Communion. These had been carefully pre-
pared by women of the parish who gladly turned
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them over to the Sisters for finishing touches. An-
other First Communion took place in December.
Already the Sisters were being asked to prepare
classes for First Communion and Confirmation and to
organize Sodalities in other parishes. It is on record
that the late Sister Clara O'Byrne prepared as many
as seven classes for First Communion in one year.
Most of these were, of course, in parishes other than
St. Patrick's.

Although the convent had been provided with a
larger chapel and more living space, it was still too
small for the annually increasing community. Hence
in vacation time in 1924, the Sisters returned the
rectory to the pastor and moved across the street to
the house he had been occupying on l3th Avenue.
It had been moved opposite the church to a property
destined for a new convent. This with another house,
rather dilapidated to be sure, became the second home
of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Vancouver. These two
houses were referred to jestingly as Job and Jeremiah.

Since the furniture they had been using belonged
to the rectory, the Sisters now found themselves with
very little. But St. Joseph is a good provider, and he
sent generous friends to their aid. Their Sisters from
the hospital in Comox, too, sent them frequent sup-
plies of fruit and vegetables from their own fertile
gardens, as well as medical and household necessaries.

The first sod for their final home was turned in the
summer of 1927. All their dreams were realized when
they took possession at last of a convent of their own
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on the feast of the Immaculate Conception. It had
been blessed previous to that date by the papal
delegate, Most Reverend Andrea Cassulo, on his first
visit to the West. His Excellency left a special
blessing for all who might live and labour there.

In October 1928, Very Reverend William Mark
Duke, Rector of the Cathedral of Saint John, N.8.,
was consecrated coadjutor to the aged and ailing
Archbishop Casey. True to his reputation for kind-
ness and thoughtfulness, Father Forget invited the
new Archbishop to live in St. Patrick's rectory. Thus
the first home of the Sisters of St. Joseph became the
first home of the present beloved Archbishop of
Vancouver.

Because of the alterations that had to be made in
the rectory to meet the new conditions, His Excellen-
cy and the priests of the parish and their guests took
their meals at the convent. F'rom this close associ-
ation there grew up an understanding and a warm
affection between the Sisters and the Archbishop,
which has endured throughout the years.

To open the house in Vancouver, Sisters had to be
sacrificed from other fields and those sent in the early
days were called on to make many personal sacrifices.
But the reward has been exceedingly great in the
many vocations to the Community from St. Paffick's.
Father, now Monsignor Forget, is renowned for his
zeal and for his success in fostering vocations to the
priesthood and to the religious orders of both men
and women.
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Two other schools and convents have recently been

opened in British Columbia-St. Andrew's in South
Vancouver and St. Mary's in Chilliwack, a prosperous
centre in the fertile lands in the southern part of the
province, about forty miles from Vancouver.

Sr. Josneu's, RoserowN

At the request of His Excellency Bishop Murray,
first Bishop of Saskatoon (created into a diocese in
1934), the Congregation agreed to take over the Rose-
town Convent Boarding-School.

An early start was imperative. Accordingly, on

luly 17, 1935, Sister Mary Gabriel and her staff of
three Sisters left Toronto for the new venture, the
first foundation in the province of Saskatchewan.
Situated in the heart of one of the finest wheat-growing
centres of the world, Rosetown, named after one of
the early settlers, is located midway between Saska-
toon and Swift Curent. It is a distributing centre
for smaller towns within a radius of twenty-five miles.

It was on July 22 that the Sisters stepped off the
train at Rosetown, to be welcomed by the parish
priest, Reverend Father Drape4u, and about twenty
parishioners. The Sisters were motored to the Convent
where another delegation welcomed them.

This first meeting with the midwestern people who
showed such friendliness and unaffected sincerity was
a presage of the huppy understanding and whole-
hearted co-operation which the ensuing years rightly
confirmed.



1 6 6  c A N A D A

One afternoon, however, a week before the open-
ing of school, the Sisters had just finished arranging
the two dormitories for the incoming boarders, when a
letter arrived from the Saskatchewan Department of
Education stating that they would not be allowed to
teach in the Province, and that their certificates had
been returned to Toronto. A less valiant soul would
have been disheartened at such a blow, but not Sister
Mary Gabriel. "Well Sisters, we will caffy on as a
private school ! We are here now, and we will stay."
That evening, a long distance call came from Toronto.
Reverend Mother Margaret had been much concerned
when the Sisters' certificates were returned. To see
Sister Mary Gabriel at the telephone, one would have
thought it a joyous occasion; the smile in her voice,
and her cheery outlook (just how much of it was
assumed, one could hardly tell) was altogether re-
assuring, when she told Reverend Mother not to
worry, everything would be all right. So the cou-
rageous Superior and her willing staff carried on,
confident that God would arrange everything for
them. Nor was their trust unfounded, for about two
weeks after the opening, the Superintendent of
Schools for that section, himself friendly towards the
Sisters, called with the Assistant Deputy Minister of
Education from Regina. The visit was informal, and
everything was cleared up concerning the certificates,
which were returned to Regina as well as the required
fee for each certificate. From then on there were no
more troubles on that score.
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When the Sisters left for Rosetown it was not in-

tended that they should teach Grade Twelve, which
in Saskatchewan is equivalent to the Upper School of
Ontario; but as there were almost as many pupils
applying for Grade Twelve as for Grade Eleven, it
was decided that this grade should be taught, though
it meant more work for the staff. Another determin-
ing factor affecting this decision was the fact that in
order to obtain the government high school grant,
there had to be a registration of at least thirty high
school pupils. Besides, the local Catholic School
Board needed this money to supply the teachers'
salaries.

The end of the first year in Rosetown found an
enrolment of one hundred and seventy-five pupils of
whom twenty-four were boarders. There were thirty-
one high school pupils. The results of the music class
made a splendid showing, thus encouraging their
teachers. Reverend Mother and the Directress of
Schools were present for the first graduation in June
1936.

Of the many inconveniences with which the Sisters
had to cope in this mission, the shortage of water was
the most serious. Both drinking water and that
necessary for other purposes was far from sufficient
for the needs of a boarding school. This state of
affairs continued for over a year, until through the
efforts of friends, including Bishop Murray, a well
was drilled which supplied a copious amount of water
when needed.
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Frequent dust storms which were the result of
occurrences of drought in Saskatchewan, occasioned
great distress during the years 1935-1937.

In 1938, a commercial class was organized which
became very popular with the younger people of the
district. The work thus successfully begun in the
1930's continued to develop and proved a benefit to
this prairie town not only in a matefial way, but also
in that of the spirit. Many vocations to the priest-
hood and to the religious life rewarded the teachers'
untiring efforts and generous sacrifices.
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THE HOSPITALS

Sr. MrcnaEl's, TonoNTo

Jw rnE early 1890's Providence brought a new sphere

I of charity to the attention of the Sisters of St.
I Joseph. Although from the early years of the
Toronto foundation the Sisters were frequently called
on to nurse the poor in the severe epidemics that were
prevalent then, and several, including the foundress,
Reverend Mother Delphine Fontbonne, died martyrs
to charity, the Community does not seem to have
planned the opening of a hospital before 1891.

In that year a siege of diphtheria found Toronto
unable to staff the Isolation Hospital, and an appeal
was made to the Sisters for help. Several volunteered,
and the devotion and kindness with which they per-
formed their duties won admiration and respect from
their patients and those who shared their labours.
Especially appreciative of their help was the then
Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Norman Allen, who
proposed that the Sisters should open a general hospi-
tal in Toronto, promising to do everything he could
to help. When he persisted in the suggestion and the
Sisters had weighed the possibilities for service to God
and souls which lay in this field, they consented.
Incidentally, Dr. Allen joined the Staff and served
as a member of the Surgical Staff until his death.

r69
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The Community had at that time a boarding
house for working girls, "Notre Dame des Angesr"
situated in a former Baptist Church on Bond Sreet
near Queen Street. This building they decided to use
as the scene of the new venture. Some Sisters were
sent to visit hospitals in Montreal and other centres,
so that the needs of the many departments of hospital
work might be learned and they might plan more
efficiently for the welfare of the institution and its
patients.

On July 2, 1892, the first patients were admitted,
and the following September the hospital was official-
ly opened and placed under the patronage of St.
Michael, Patron of the Archdiocese of Toronto.

There were then twenty-six beds for patients, but
before a year had passed it became necessary to in-
crease this accommodation and two large wards and
an emergency department were added. The following
year a generous Catholic, Mr. Hugh Ryan, built a
complete surgical wing comprising an operating
theatre and private and ward beds, raising the ca-
pacity to about 150 beds. With growth of the city,
calls for hospital services continued to increase and a
four-storey wing north of the original unit was opened
in 7912, which brought the number of patients' beds
to around 300. In l92l a suite of five operating
rooms was built on this wing, and the same year saw a
Nurses' Residence erected on Shuter Street, replacing
the row of houses on Victoria Street which had housed
the nursing staff until then. This building has since
been generously enlarged, providing not only nurses'
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rooms but increasing classroom and recreational
facilities as well.

The years 1926 to 1927 savr another large building
project carried through when the A, B, and C units
extending through from Bond Street to Victoria Street
were added. This provided more adequate space
for the rapidly growing Out-patient, Emergency,
X-ray, Physiotherapy, Laboratory, and Dietetic De-
partments, and an entire foor for Maternity work,
besides private and ward accommodation, raising bed
capacity to about 600.

The original building was replaced in 1937 by a
modern eight-storey section, housing executive offices,
a chapel, assembly room, medical and patients' l ibra-
ries, a complete kitchen and refrigerated food supply
unit, a substantial addition to the operating-room
suite, and apanments for the Sisters, as well as private
and semi-private rooms for patients. This made the
hospital an imposing structure, and seemed to point
to its having reached a stage where all phases of the
work could be adequately provided with necessary
facilities for service. But increasing the capacity for
work seems only to increase demands, and in 1951
another wing on Bond Street, reaching to Queen
Street, is nearing completion, which will still further
increase patient accommodation and the usefulness
of several special departments, while alarge cafeteria
for the staff has recently been put in operation. But
building and expansion are only one phase of hospital
work, and would be useless unless equal care were
expended on the development of the special depart-
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ments which contribute to the one end and aim of the
institution, namely the welfare of its patients.

In its early years St. Michael's had to weather
much opposition, and many obstacles had to be over-
come before it was firmly established and able to carry
on its works of mercy in peace. But on the other hand,
it won many friends, generous Catholics, and loyal
and devoted non-Catholics, medical andlayrwho gave
freely of their support and assistance. Through the
kind interest of some of these friends, St. Michael's
became in the first year of its operation a teaching
hospital affiliated with the University of Toronto.
Since that time many hundreds of young medical
aspirants have received their clinical training in its
wards, many serving later on the intern staff, and
some, in their turn, conducting classes and clinics in
its halls. St. Michael's was one of the first hospitals
on the continent to comply with the requirements of
the American College of Surgeons and to receive
official approval for the teaching of graduate and
postgraduate courses for interns, and for the training
of nurses in graduate and postgraduate work. It was
an early member of the Catholic Hospital Association
of the United States and Canada, and has enjoyed
many benefits through the membership, as also from
its close association and co-operation with the aims
and work of the Canadian Hospital Council, the
Catholic Hospital Council, the Ontario Hospital As-
sociation, and local agencies for the care of the sick
poor.
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The training school for nurses was opened in 1892
and has grown with the growth of the hospital. The
first graduation took place in 1894 when five gradu-
ates received their diplomas and medal. The eighty-
two who graduated in 1950 brought the number of
graduates to near the two thousand mark. A Nurses'
Alumnae Association helps to keep the graduates in
touch with their training school and takes a valuable
part in starting new graduates on their way. A
number of scholarships available to the nurses en-
courage postgraduate studies, and many attend the
specialized nursing courses provided by the Uni-
versity of Toronto to fit themselves for executive and
teaching positions in hospitals, while industrial and
private nursing, and in wartime the patriotic services,
are well served by St. Michael's nurses.

Situated in downtown Toronto, the hospital is in a
position to receive and treat many emergency cases.
The large industrial district provides many accident
cases and crowded traffic conditions bring their toll.
The Emergency Department is then an important
part, and a busy one, of the hospital work, which
seeks to serve efficiently and speedily the calls made
upon it alike from slight mishaps to major disasters,
of which latter it has seen not a few. It has an
enviable record of service.

In its eaily years St. Michael's inaugurated an
Out-patient service where the sick who did not require
hospitalization could be treated. It has always been a
busy sector of hospital life and has had the advantage
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of being under the supervision of the best rained
doctors on the staff, many of them outstanding in
reputation and skill. As many as six hundred patients
have attended here in a single day. The Out-patient
department occupies the main part of three floors in
the C unit on Victoria Steet and conducts clinics in
all specialized departments, such as dentistry, oto-
laryngology, urology, etc.

The X-ray department, one of the first in Toronto,
started as a single unit. Now it occupies a large de-
partment and in it the latest advances in diagnostic
and remedial therapy are in daily use.

A busy and efficient Physiotherapy department
has grown out of the recognition of the value of such
seryices in the case of those incapacitated through
physical injuries.

St. Michael's was the first Canadian hospital to
install an electrocardiograph. Nowadays this is an
important, not to say imperative, adjunct in the
diagnosis of certain cardiac conditions.

The value and importance of case files and patient
histories is more and more fully recognized in these
days. The Record department has been the object
of much care and attention, and is noted for its ef-
ficient management. For several years a school for
Record Librarians, the first formed in Canada, has
been conducted here; it qualifies students for re-
sponsible positions in this special field.

In the field of Medicine the outstanding advances
of the last few decades have been closely followed and
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all the newer remedies are in constantly increasing
use for the treatment of the numerous diseases and
pathological conditions encountered among the wide
range of patients treated.

A large and busy Central Service department
supplies the material and equipment necessary to
cafty on the diverse treatments that are in constant
use throughout the hospital and supplies the neces-
sary solutions for intravenous therapy now so much
in use following surgical treatment and in many other
cases.

One of the newest developments in hospital
service is the maintenance of a blood bank. The
service at St. Michael's provides prompt transfusions
for any person requiring it.

The fact that the patient is the important unit in
the hospital and that all its activities should be
directed to his physical and spiritual welfare cannot
be forgotten, if a Catholic hospital is to achieve the
end for which it was founded; the safeguarding of the
God-given life which is threatened by disease or
injury is a goal worthy of the best efforts of Christian
charity. At its founding a motto was chosen for St.
Michael's taken from the words of our Lord, "What
you have done to these my least ones, you have done
to Me," and keeping this motto in mind has preserved
the institution from contamination by the modern
revival of materialistic teachings which deny or ignore
the spiritual nature of man. On the other hand, all
down the years, a sincere effort has been made to keep
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pace with every scientific advance, and to use every
improved method in teaching, equipment, and treat-
ment as soon as its usefulness has been proved.

The advance in the practice of medicine and
surgery during the span of life of St. Michael's Hospi-
tal has been greater than in any comparable period
of the past, and treatments and procedures in common
use now are very different from those practised in
1892, and were undreamed qf not so many years ago.

But material progress and expansion do not
measure the success of any project. The spirit ani-
mating it must remain true and strong though
customs and surroundings change. The spirit of ready
and practical charity which animated the founders of
St. Michael's Hospital has survived the changes of the
years and has won and held the love and loyalty of
friends and benefactors who are remembered with
grateful affection even until now. And when the
Sisters pray-as they do daily-for their benefactors,
they know that only God could count, as He surely
does, the number and each name of those who are His
friends because they were friends of St. Michael's.

Sr. Josrer's, Tonorvro

Two brief entries in the Community annals mark
' the inauguration of a new hospital in the west end of

the city-"June 1.6,1921, the orphan girls were moved
from the Sacred Heart Orphanage, Sunnyside to St.
Vincent's Residence, Sackville Street." "October 19,
1921, Mr. Cornelius Murphy of St. Mary's Parish was
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admitted to St. Joseph's Hospital." This bald state-
ment of facts leaves much to our imagination. What
went on in those four months? How much prayer,
work, and planning went with turning an orphanage
into a hospital and equipping and staffing it to receive
patients I

Sister Irene, with her indomitable faith and trust
in St. Joseph, led the vanguard of the willing workersl
Sister Patricia, Sister lgnatia, Sister Irenaeus, Sister
Ildephonse and others were her willing collaborators.
Dr. Horace Mclntyre, in the 1948 Vox Studentium,
has written an exquisite tribute to those he designates
"gentle souls." They left the imprint of their prayer-
ful spirit on the hospital they helped to found. By
March 1922, with the expenditure of $55,000, the
hospital was completely renovated and ready to ac-
commodate one hundred and twelve patients.

By May 6, 1924, the hospital was able to boast of
one hundred and twenty-five beds and had a daily
average of ninety patients. There were now forty-
five student nurses who provided all the nursing care
under the supervision of four Sister nurses and one
lay nurse.

Names which must ever be associated with the
early days of the hospital are: Dr. McKay, at that
time Inspector of Hospitals of the Province, who was
insistent in his request that a general hospital be built
west of Bathurst Street; Dr. R. J. Dwyer, who gave
both moral support and the technical knowledge born
of wide experience to Sister Irene in those first hard
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days; Mr. R. J. Fleming, who gave generous financial
support to the equipping of the X-ray and Laboratory
Departments.

Members of the first advisory board, which was
organized in 1931, were: Reverend Father T. G.
Manley, Sister Irene, Sister Columba, Mr. George
Keogh, K.C., Mr. F. K. Morrow, and Mr. Wilfred
Tyrrell.

No one should underestimate the contribution of
the medical staff of St. Joseph's Hospital. From the
foundation the physicians and surgeons have, with un-
tiring devotion, spent themselves in the development
of the different departments. The first chief in medi-
cine was Dr. Vincent McDonough, who was loved and
revered for his spontaneous kindness. His early death
in 1940 deprived the staff of a zealous collaborator.

In 1931, an addition was made to the hospital,
bringing the capacity up to three hundred beds. This
east wing is a very fine structure and included an
emergency department, which is still in use, also
obstetrical facilities and operating rooms.

The Hospital was busy in the 1930's and 1940's.
Beds were put up in every sun-room; wards were re-
spaced to make more room. By 1945, the capacity
was recorded as three hundred and seventy beds and
total registration for the year was 91821. It was
found that the administrative unit, including offices,
kitchens and refectories, was inadequate. It was im-
possible to cope with the increased number of patients.
The old wing was also becoming a source of worry as a
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Excavations for the new wing were commenced under
the patronage of St. Joseph, in March 1946.

In October 1949, twenty-seven years after the two
probationers awaited the arrival of Mr. Cornelius
Murphy, his Eminence James Cardinal McGuigan
opened the magnificent Fred Morrow wing. The
wing is dedicated to this generous benefactor whose
valuable advice and munificent gifts have contributed
greatly to the development and progress of St.

Joseph's Hospital. This splendid construction brought
the bed capacity up to six hundred and supplied
ample administrative space. Included is a Children's
Department which in 1950 has cared for over one
thousand sick children. It is fitting that St. Joseph's
Hospital, once the Sacred Heart Orphanage, should
have the first modern, well-organized Pediaric De-
partment under Catholic auspices in the city of
Toronto. By a strange coincidence the Pediaric Ward
is in the extreme west side of the new wing where the
Orphanage building stood. The windows of the surgi-
cal unit face the lawn where the original statue of the
Sacred Heart has been placed. The cornerstone of
the Orphanage graces the base of the statue. Mother
Irene's dream of a fine hospital in the west end has
come true, and children's voices are still heard where
for so many years children had their only home.

This year, 1950, fifty-eight nurses were graduated
from the School. There are one hundred and fifty-five
undergraduates. The graduate staff has increased to
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one hundred and seventy. The daily average of in-
door patients is five hundred and ten. Thousands of
sick and injured are cared for in the Emergency and
Out-patient departments. St. Joseph's Hospital has
come a long way in a short space of time, for twenty-
nine years is not long. May St. Joseph and Our Lady
continue to protect this "House of God" where the
suffering members of the Mystical Body of Christ
find the charity of Christ in those who serve them.

Sr. JosErH's, Couox

In 1912, Mr. J. D. McCormack, head of the
Comox Logging Company, requested the Sisters of St.

Joseph of Toronto to establish a hospital in Comox.
For a year or more the Community hesitated but
finally, urged by Archbishop McNeil, who had been
Bishop of Vancouver, and was then but recently ap-
pointed to the Archdiocese of Toronto, Reverend
Mother frene, Superior-General of the Order at
the time, agreed to send four Sisters to make the
foundation.

Sister M. Majella was the valiant leader of the
little band that left the Mother House for the Pacific
Coast on June 29, 1913. In Vancouver they were
warmly welcomed by the Sisters of St. Anne. They
reached Comox on Sunday, Jnly 5, amid torrents of
rain, having travelled from Vancouver on the steamer
Cltarmer. The letter from Toronto announcing the
date of their arrival had not reached the pastor, but
by the merest accident he met them at Union Bay on
his way to make his annual retreat. Since the house
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intended for them was not in readiness, he told them
to occupy his house for the time. As soon as the news
spread that the Sisters had arived the people rallied
to welcome them. The first two days and nights were
spent at the home of Mrs. Downey, while the Sisters
and kind neighbours busied themselves arcanging ac-
commodation for them in the Rectory. On his return
the pastor lived in a tent until the house intended for
the Sisters' occupation was ready. After some time
and with no little trouble this house and property on
Siwash Hill were exchanged for a more desirable lo-
cation on the water-fron t. Later the Sisters purchased
adjoining land together with a farm-house. The house
had to be completely renovated, but again their good
neighbours helped and many hands made light work.
On August 15, the Feast of Our Lady's Assumption,
I9I4, the Sisters had the happiness of hearing Mass
for the first time in their own chapel-just a room
fitted with an altar made from a packing-box and
with other home-made furnishings.

There was still much work to do. The land, in all
about fifteen acres, had to be cleared, the farm-house
enlarged and equipped with at least the essentials of
a hospital. To the late Mr. James Carthew goes much
of the credit for the success of this stage of the hospi-
tal's development. An interesting chapter in the
Annals is that which tells of the months of 1914, after
Comox became the taining ground for the 102nd
Battalion. A large tent was set up in the grounds for
the accommodation of the soldiers and every morning
a detachment of twenty-five men was sent up to the
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hospital to work a few hours at clearing the land, or
to help generally. Many of these fine men never
returned from France but the prayers of the grateful
Sisters followed them in life and still follow them into
eternity.

The first hospital had a capacity of twenty-five
beds. Sister Majella was in charge until 1920, and
during these years of pioneering, she never lost her
enthusiasm, and to-day anyone who knows Comox,
knows also the place she has won in the hearts of its
people. She and her three companions, Sisters
Claudia, Praxedes, and St. Edmund, will long be held
in affectionate remembrance.

Sister Zephyrinus replaced Sister Majella as
Superior in 1920, and in 1924, under her capable
management, a new wing was added to the hospital,
giving a total capacity of thirty-four beds and ten
bassinets for the Maternity Ward.

In 1937, another unit was added under the super-
vision of Sister St. Edmund who had returned as
Superior in 1932. This enlargement gives a capacity
of seventy-five beds and allows for better accommo-
dation for the Sisters themselves in the original unit,
while the top foor of the new section provides a
beautiful chapel and the chaplain's apartments, as
well as a splendid section for the nurses. The entire
hospital is equipped with the latest safety devices and
the whole heating system has been remodelled, while
the elecrical equipment is of the most modern type.
Moreover, St. Joseph's Hospital, Comox, has the
double distinction of being the first hospital in Canada
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to use a certain quality of glass in the operating room
windows, and of being the first to be completely
equipped with new improvised hospital doors, in-
vented by the architects, Messrs. Gardiner & Mercer,
Vancouver.

The process of founding and developing this
western hospital has involved many sacrifices, but
they were sacrifices cheerfully made and generously
shared by others, as well as by the members of the
Community. The Sisters themselves maintain that
the reward has been very great, and not the least part
of it has been found in the splendid co-operation and
friendship of the good people of Comox, non-Catholics
as well as Catholics. These are things that will ever
be treasured memories for those who have laboured
there frcm far-away 1913 until the present, t95L,

Oun Lanv or Mencv, ToRoxro

This hospital was opened in 1925 in the building
formerly known as St. Vincent's Home for Children
on 58 Sackville Street. The children had previously
been transferred to a more favourable location. At
first only the incurable patients from the House of
Providence were cared for, but gradually others were
admitted and in 1931 it was found necessary to en-
large the building. A new wing was opened in t932.

Again in 1937, further enlargement had to be con-
sidered, but in the interests of the patients, all in-
curable, it seemed kinder to seek a more favourable
site. The present location on Sunnyside Avenue was
chosen, and the hospital, planned by Marani, Lawson
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& Morris, was erected by the Pigott Consmuction
Company, with a bed capacity of 272. The location
is all that can be desired, providing fresh air, sun-
shine, and a view of the lake.

His Eminence James Cardinal McGuigan blessed
the building and said the first Mass in the chapel on
Sunday, February 11. The hospital was formally
opened, with Dr. W. J. O'Hara as Chairman, on
February 12,1940, by the Honourable A. Matthews,
Lieutenant-Governor.

His Eminence, who was present, in his address
made use of the occasion to dwell on the nobility of
the task of all connected with the hospital. "It isr"
he said, "their privilege to bring happiness into the
lives of those, deprived by illness of the hope of
natural joys, by giving them as far as possible the
spiritual hope that springs from faith."

Sr. Josnru's, Wrwmrenc

St. Joseph's Hospital is situated at the corner of
Salter Street and Pritchard Avenue in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. It was opened in 1923, in response to an
appeal from His Grace, Archbishop Sinnott, in view
of the need of supplying hospital facilities for the
hundreds of new Canadians who were settling in the
north end of the city.

From its beginning the hospital has been a mission-
ary work, undertaken at great sacrifice, financial and
personal, by the Mother House of the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Toronto. Its maintenance also has been
made possible only by the sacrifices of the staff-
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Sisters, doctors, and nurses, and kind friends who
have helped in every way when help was required.

A new unit was opened in 1927, and the hospital
of to-day possesses facilities which meet the require-
ments of the American College of Surgeons. Situated
on a main aftery of the city and eminently accessible,
the casualty department has rendered constant and
valuable service.

In the spring of 1950, when the food waters of the
Red River devastated southern Manitoba, and a
state of emergency was proclaimed in Winnipeg, St.

Joseph's Hospital was called upon to help combat the
threat of disease. According to its records, ten
thousand typhoid inoculations a day were handled
during the crisis.

St. Joseph's is, perhaps more than other hospitals,
a truly Canadian institution, in that the different
nationalities whose qualities are being fused to form
the strength of our future country are here widely
represented on the medical and the nursing staff and
among the clientele. In board room and operating
room, in medical ward and auxiliary, all work to-
gether without question of origin or religious per-
suasion, united by their common vocation to alleviate
pain and give solace to some member of suffering
humanity.
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AFTER
NINETEEN HUNDRED

Jm rollowrNc the development of the major works
I of the Congregation it has been necessary to fface
I them to the present; and many other important
details have been omitted. The aim of this chapter
is to givd a short account of these activities and inci-
dents which occurred after the beginning of the
present century.

The Right Reverend Dennis O'Connor, Bishop of
London, was appointed by Rome on April 15, 1899,
to succeed Archbishop Walsh who had died on August
1, 1898. Archbishop O'Connor was a prelate of lofty
ideals, especially with regard to the religious men and
women under his charge. In his desire that they
should arrive at perfection in their state of life, he
issued regulations which were to be the norm of their
conduct. He insisted especially that communities
should observe the rules which concern the canonical
year of a novitiate-that novices during this time
should devote themselves to the study and practice
of the religious life, and that they should not take part
in any occupation which would distract them from
this duty. The Congregation has always considered
the observance of this regulation a great benefit and
those in charge observe it faithfully.

1 8 6



{' '  t

AFTER 19OO 187

In the year 1902, the accommodation of the
Mother House was increased by the addition of the
"Cell Wing." This part of the building extends from
St. Alban Street almost to Breadalbane along Surrey
Place. It was characteristic of the kind-hearted
Mother-General, Rev. Mother Eucheria McCarthy,
that she should undertake this work for her Sisters.
No other place, outside of the chapel, contributes so
much to the nun's happiness as her cell. In this small
room with its minimum of furniture, and in its atmos-
phere of quiet and recollection, the Sister spends some
time each day. Here, in solitude, she acquires by
meditation and study the knowledge so requisite for
the different aspects ofthe apostolate ofsouls. In the
cells of mediaeval cloisters before this apostolate of
the corporal works of mercy obtained, the contem-
plative nun reached heights of mystical union with
God and wrote those precious lines which have be-
come an inspiration for modern times.l

Reverend Mother de Pazzi Kennedy once more
assumed charge of governing the Congregation in
1902. With her wide experience and her awareness
of the requirements of modern life, she advanced
during the term of her office the works of the Congre-
gation, especially education.

What was looked upon at first as a hardship was
the measure put through by the Government of On-
tario in 1907, which required that religious teachers

rAmons other names are those of  St .  Gertrude the Great .  Benedict ine:
St .  Cather in le of  Bologna, Poor Clarel  and St ,  Teresa of  Avi l i ,  Carmel i te, '
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in the Separate Schools without professional certifi-
cates should attend classes in the provincial university
in charge of outstanding members of the Normal
Schools. The teachers set themselves to the work and
a test in school methods followed. Their success, and
the experience, gave them confidence as they realized
that in spite of their not having had state certificates,
they had been teaching most efficiently owing to the
training they had received from experienced members
of the Community.

Reverend Mother Irene Conroy succeeded Mother
dePazzi in 1908 and under her capable administration
a new impetus was given to all the activities, includ-
ing especially schools, hospitals, and the orphanage.
Her farseeing business ability enabled her to acquire
much valuable property, especially the Fleming
estate on the corner of St. Clair Avenue West and
Bathurst Street, and the North Farm on Yonge
Street North. The Congregation has lately trans-
ferred these sites to the Basilian Fathers.

Reverend Mother frene was responsible also for
the incorporation in 1910 of St. Joseph's Alumnae
Association. Miss Gertrude Lawler, LL.D., was the
directing spirit of this new venture, and as president,
the charter and constitutions were soon arranged by
her. The motto of the Association is For God and
t/lma Mater, and its objects are, first to unite the
Alumnae of St. Joseph's Convent, second, to provide
opportunities for the members to show their loyalty



. . t

A F T E R  1 9 O O 189

to their Alma Mater in every possible way. The first
president was succeeded during the following forty
years by competent representatives.

In 1917, the Alumnae Association provided
scholarships which arc awarded to the students who
obtain highest standing in the matriculation exami-
nations. These awards are an incentive to students
to put their best efforts into their work.

This is only one example of the many expressions
of interest which bind the generous students of former
years to the school of to-day.

An important activity in the beginning was the
organizing of the school magazine, St, Joseph Lilies,
in 1912, under the editorship of Miss Lawler. The
publication of the magazine was assumed in 1914 by
members of the Community. Interesting articles on
topics of the day, also literary appreciations of im-
portant authors, essays, and poems contributed by
students of the College and College-School, and many
other features continue to justify the original design
of publishing a magazine which would further the
interests of the Community and schools.

When ill-health obliged Archbishop O'Connor to
retire in 1908, he was replaced by Bishop McEvay of
London. The tenure of office of the latter was short;
after only three years he died on May 10, 1911. The
affairs of the Archdiocese were conducted once more
by Archbishop O'Connor until the appointment of
Most Reverend Neil McNeil, Archbishop of Van-
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couver, as Archbishop of Toronto on April 10, 1912.
In 1918 a building, utilized at first as the novitiate,

later on as a house of retirement for senior Sisters, was
constructed on the Kingston Road, Toronto.

A movement which began during the superiorship
of Mother Irene was continued during that of Rever-
end Mother Alberta Martin, who replaced her in
1914. This was the obtaining from the Holy See of
Pontifical Approval of the Congregation and its
constitutions. Archbishop McNeil was most en-
couraging and helpful, and, in June 1916, a formal
petition was addressed to the Holy Father for the
privilege. In June 1920, Reverend Mother Victoria
Devine, Superior-General from 1920 until 1932, was
notified that the initial step in the process had been
taken by the Sacred Congregation for religious, and
the Decree of Praise had been granted. On March l,
1925, His Holiness Pope Pius XI by an Apostolic
Brief, solemnly approved and confirmed the Congre-
gation "in perpetuity" as a Pontifical Institute under
the title of "The Congregation of the Sisters of St.

Joseph of Toronto."
Also during the term of Office of Reverend Mother

Victoria, the Congregation collaborated with the
founder of the Sisters of Service, the Rev. George
Daly, C. SS. R. During the period from 1922 to 1928,
Sisters Mechtilde Lecours, Lidwina Henry, and
Othilia Maguire had the privilege of raining these
Sisters and of preparing them for the apostolate of
the Western Missions.
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On March 20, 1934, Reverend Mother Margaret
Phelan, Superior-General from 1932 to 7944, had the
happiness of receiving word that His Holiness Pius XI
solemnly approved and confirmed the constitutions
of the Congregation.

Most Reverend Neil McNeil died on May 25,
1934. His successor in the See of Toronto was the
Archbishop of Regina, Most Reverend James Charles
McGuigan, who was enthroned in St. Michael's
Cathedral on March 20r1935. Other honours followed
in quick succession, and on December 24, 1945,
Archbishop McGuigan received word from the Holy
Father announcing his elevation to the cardinalate.
On F'ebruary 18, 1946, this dignity was conferred on
him in Rome. On his return to Toronto a civic re-
ception was given him in which all creeds united to
show the respect in which he is held by the citizens
of Toronto.

The Congregation has been guided since 1944 by
Reverend Mother St. Brigid Gillen. One of the first
incidents during her superiorship was the taking over
of St. Parick's Orphan Asylum in Montreal which
had been accepted by the Community a short time
previous. Its history was the counterpart of the
founding of the Toronto Orphanage in 1851. As a
result of the Irish famine known as "Black 47 r" many
Irish families left their native land to escape those
dark days, and some thousands settled in the province
of Quebec, especially in Montreal. The pathetic
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condition of the children bereft of their parents ap-
pealed to the citizens and under the direction of the
great social apostle Reverend F ather Dowd, of the
Society of St. Sulpice, an orphanage was provided for
them and given in charge to the Grey Sisters of
Montreal. These Sisters were nearly all French, and
as the children spoke English, they finally asked to be
relieved of the charge, and the Congregation was
asked to replace them. The transfer was accomplished
in t944 under the direction of the Superior, Sister
Mary Gabriel Meyer, whom God saw fit to call to
Himself after three years of most successful organi-
zation of the.institution.

Owing to the multiplicity of its works and much
to its regret, the Community has not been able to
undertake the apostolate of Foreign Missions. It was
therefore with a feeling of satisfaction that Reverend
Mother St. Brigid acceded to the request of the
Right Reverend D. R. MacDonald that the Com-
munity should collaborate with him in his foundation
of a congregation which would devote itself to this
enterprise. When the work was inaugurated in
Alexandria in May 1949, he asked that two Sisters of
St. Joseph should go there to train in the practices of
the religious life these young aspirants whom he had
gathered together.

May 31 was the birthday of the new congregation.
The formal opening took place on August l5 and the
first reception of the religious habit on December 8.
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The Sisters of Toronto join in this Holy Year with
their sisters of Le Puy in the thanksgiving which they
offer to God on the occasion of the tercentenary of the
foundation of the Institute.

It is a joy to realize that the Congregation, after
three hundred years, and in spite of many vicissitudes,
still carries on with fervour the works of the apostolate
as directed by the founders of the "Little Design,"
Bishop de Maupas and the Rev. Father Jean-Pierre
M6dail le, S.J.

It is fitting also to express appreciation of the work
accomplished by those valiant religious of the Mother
House of Lyons, Mother St. John Fontbonne, who
restored the Institute of St. Joseph in that city after
the Revolution, and Mother Delphine Fontbonne,
who was instrumental under God in introducing the
Congregation into the United States and Canada, and
who at the price of many hardships, even the sacrifice
of life itself, instilled the original spirit into her
daughters, soon to celebrate the hundredth anni-
versary of their establishment in Toronto.

St. Joseplr's Conuent
Feast of the Canadian Martyrs, t95o
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Letter Jrom tlte Venerable Founder
oJ tlre

Congregation of tlre Sisters of St. Joseplt.
to tlte

First Sisters oJ the Institute
Establislted at Le Puy

October t5, fi48

My very dear Daughters:

Almighty God has vouchsafed to manifest to me a perfect
model of our "Little Design" in the Holy Eucharist. Jesus
is there in a state of annihilation; we likewise, my dear
Daughters, should labour for the establishment of an obscure
institute. In the eyes of the world let it be nothing, but before
God that which He in His infinite mercy will have it to be.

Jesus, hidden in the adorable Eucharist, is totally in-
visible. Our little institute will be prosperous if it maintains
this obscurity in the esteem of the world, this annihilation of
its members. And what comparison is there between our
nothingness and the state of annihilation to which the Saviour
reduces Himself in this Sacrament where we find a perfect
model of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience.

In the esteem of the world, what can be poorer than the
species under which this great God veils Himself; not even as
bread, only the form and appearance ofit? The altar and its
ornaments, the tabernacle, the sacred vessels and all that
surrounds Him in this Sacrament of His love, may be rich or
poor, it matters not; whether given Him or taken from Him,
He makes no resistance; He is equally content when despoiled
of all. fn our poverty we likewise should be so stripped and
despoiled of all that we shall have consecrated to God and to
the foundation of the "Little Designr" that we shall always be

197
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equally content to have much, to have litt le, or to have nothing
because our "Little Design" requires this detachment.

In regard to chasity and purity, we have an admirable
model in our Divine Saviour. The Virgin Spouse of virgins
has eyes and heart only for souls. In this mystery there is no
use of the senses, all here is purity and for the purification of
hearts. Should we not be happy if such were our condition;
if we had eyes, ears, tongue and heart only for this divine
Lover of souls and if all our senses tended only to purity and
to the purification of heartsl This, with the aid of God, will
constitute chastity in our l i tt le institute.

Is not the holy obedience of this divine Saviour miraculous I
Has He ever had a thought or uttered a word to resist the will
of the priest-a weak man and often a sinner-who conse-
crates, touches Him, and carries Him where he wills ? Has
He ever refused-at the will of the priest-to enter hearts so
full of misery and so ill preparedl This thought would melt
my heart if i t were not as hard as marble. Let us never lose
sight, my dear Daughters, of the marvellous perfection of the
Divine obedience. May it please the Divine goodness that
ours may resemble it, since we profess to annihilate our will in
this l i tt le institute. May we never have a thought, a senti-
ment or a word in ever so slight a degree contrary to obedience.
Let us obey, in imitation of this dear Saviour, as a child, with-
out reasoning and without disquieting ourselves about any-
thing, allowing Divine Providence to guide us, Who after all
absolutely governs His creatures, and provides for all according
to their wants.

Let us annihilate ourselves in the bosom of Divine Provi-
dence, Who knows what is necessary for us. He will provide
for us if we repose in Him, as a child who rests on the bosom
of its mother.

Such ought to be the soul of our "Litt le Design." O
cherished and most humble obedience, which is the most sure
mark of solid virtue! May thou be always perfect, in all the
members of our new religious body, if I may be allowed to call
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i t  such, since, truly speaking, it seems to me that there is only
the shadow and not the reality of a body, inasmuch as it is to
exist in a state of annihilation.

Do we look for an example of the love of God and of charity
towards our neighbours ? We cannot find a better one than in
the Holy Eucharist. This mystery is called "Love of Loves"l
it reveals the extent, the perfection, the duration, the immuta-
bil i ty, the grandeur of holy love. There, my dear Sisters, we
shall f ind sufficient to imitate. Let each one endeavour to
have the plenitude of this love in her heart, for the members of
our Congregation make profession of the most perfect love.

Moreover, this sacrament is a mystery of perfect union.
It unites the creature with God and, by the tit le of communion
which it bears, it unites the faithful together in one common
union, of which our Lord speaks in such ravishing terms, when
He asks the Father that all the faithful "may be one," that
they may be consummated in one, as the Father and He are
one. Behold! my dear Sisters, the end of our Congregation-
it tends to procure this double union of ourselves, with God
and with our neighbour-of ourselves with our neighbour in
general, and our neighbour with us, but all in Jesus and in
God, His Father. May it please the Divine Bounty to make
us know the excellence of this end, and to assist us to become
fit instruments to succeed therein. I call this union entire
because this word expresses the whole perfection which is com-
prised in the exercise of the love of God and of the neighbour.
God grant that we may conffibute, in the capacity of feeble
instruments to re-establish in the Church this entire union of
souls in God and with God. In fine, our dear institute ought
to be all humility, and in everything, choose and cherish that
which is most humble. The members thereof ought to be so
lowly as to be annihilated by humility. They ought to be all
modesty, all meekness, all candour and simplicity, wholly
interior; in a word, empty of self and of all things, and all
replenished with Jesus, by a plenitude which I cannot explain,
but which the Divine Bounty wil l make you comprehend.
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Are not all these virtues found in a marvellous manner in
the Holy Eucharist? What more humble than our Divine
Saviour in this mysteryl What more modest, more benign
and sweet, more simple and sincere, more filled with God and
devoid of all besides?

Behold! my dear Sisters, the model of our institute. It
seems to me that we can also find its nature and its employ-
ments in this adorable mystery, as well as in the manner of
living and the dress of our Sisters, which should be extremely
frugal and modest, suitable, however, to their various wants.

The house of our Sisters should resemble the tabernacle,
which is always locked. Our Sisters, like Jesus, should leave
the house only through obedience and charity to return im-
mediately to the hidden life in Jesus. As the dear Saviour, in
the adorable Eucharist, lives not for Himself, but for His
F'ather's glory and for the souls which He has redeemed with
His Precious Blood, so, likewise, my dear Daughters, our
"Little Designr" and the persons who compose it, ought not
to live for themselves, but be entirely immolated for God and
for the neighbour, and at the same time lead the hidden life
of Jesus.

May God operate these wonders in your souls, according
to the measure of His good pleasure, is the ardent desire of

Your devoted Father in Christ

J. P. Mfoerrln, S.J.
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Sermon Preaclred by Very Reaerend J. R. Teefu, C..t..B.
President oJ St. Micltael's College
on tlte Occasion of the Dedication

of tlte
Chapel in the Motlter House

December ry, figj

"How lovely are Thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts !"
Your Grace, Reverend Fathers, and dear Sisters: The prophet
Isaias draws many beautiful pen pictures of the Incarnation
and the New Law. In one of these the daughter of Sion is
represented as complaining to the Lord that He hath forsaken
and forgotten her. Almighty God, moved by her sighs and
tears, deigns to plead with her thus:

"Can a woman forget her infant, and if she should forget,
yet will I not forget thee. Behold I have graven thee in My
Hands; thy walls are always before My Eyes; thy builders
have come. Lift up thy eyes round about and see all these who
are gathered together; they are come to thee-the scattered
stones are re-united; your deserts and your solitudes flourish
once more; the land is too narrow for your new tribes. Your
children cease not to cry to you. The place is too straight;
make Me room to dwell in."

O daughter of the New Sion, Sister of St. Joseph, on this
day of all days, lift up your eyes round about and see how your
children have multiplied, how in countless numbers they have
come to find shelter and peace; and how your solitudes have
been peopled with chosen holy souls. Lift up your eyes and
see this beautiful chapel built by your economy and self-denial
to be the treasure of your poverty and your prudence, the abid-
ing monument of your religion and love of God. O daughter
of Sion, lift up your eyes round about and see all these now
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gathered together. The Venerable Archbishop is here in the
fulness of his power and his paternal affection to bless with the
solemn benediction of the Church this magnificent temple.
The clergy of the diocese are here in numbers upon this au-
spicious occasion. Your own spiritual children have gathered
round about you, all the members of your household have
focked in to see this their new house of God. Nay, more, l i ft
up your eyes, to see around this altar the forms of other
generations, your elder Sisters who have gone before you,
crowned with the everlasting wreath of their religious l ife ! All
are here today and one common sentiment fi l ls every heart,
from the Prelate on his throne to the young child in her place,
the sentiment of praise and gratitude to God. From solemn
strains of music it echoes through graceful arch and vaulted
roof; from prayerful hearts it r ises with fragrant incense and
by the hallowed rite of benediction and sacrif ice it f inds voice
and heart in Him and through Him Who is the Infinite Praise
of the Father. If there is any other sentiment uppermost in
our hearts today, it is one of congratulation. We rejoice with
you, good Sisters, upon the completion of this great under-
taking. It is the fruit of your hands, the work which wil l praise
you in the gates. Rising in all i ts lofty dimensions and fair
proportions, nave and chancel, pil lar and arch, it is a thing of
beauty and a joy forever. It is an object lesson to future
generations, a noble addition to the Catholic architecture of
the city. Some fairit-hearted people may feel that it was rash
to attempt such a vast edifice. We share in no such feeling.
The building is Almighty God's and nothing is too grand or too
good for Him; we have no doubt that the zeal and courage,
the self-denial and economy which have brought this chapel
to its present state of perfection wil l complete it, and complete
it in such a way that it wil l receive in due time, not the bene-
diction merely, but the consecration of Mother Church. With
this word of encouragement and congratulation to the artist
by whose talent and taste this building has assumed form, we
proceed to look at it from another point of view. Turning
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therefore, my dear friends, from the architectural view of this
chapel and looking at it in its purpose and end, I f ind it sti l l
more beautiful. I find it a great centre of God's glory, and
indeed, of your own glory and happiness. The fact that it
is God's house, which it shares in common with all churches
and the fact that it is the mother chapel of a great Religious
Community, are its special points of excellence; the two
thoughts with which I would occupy your attention for a
short t ime.

There is no more solemn and consoling thought than the
omnipresence of God. "If I ascend into heavenr" sings the
Psalmist, "Thou art therel if I descend into hell, Thou art
there. If I take wings early in the morning and dwell in the
uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall Thy Hand lead me,
and Thy right Hand shall hold me." He is above all things,
ruling them; beneath all, supporting them. He is more inti-
mate to us than we are to ourselves, the ever present unerring
Witness and Judge of all our conduct. What a reverence and
earnestness it puts, or should put into l ife. But though God
is everywhere by the presence of His Divinity, He is not equally
so either by His visible Majesty, or by the effusion of His
graces. His glory is in the heavens where the blessed gazevpon
His Face and enjoy the undazzled splendour of His Majesty.
He was here upon earth and the shepherds saw Him a Babe
upon His Mother's breast. The poor crowded round Him to
touch His garments and kiss His Feet. We, my brethren, are
sti l l  in exile. Pilgrims upon earth, we have not the bliss of the
saints, nor have we the happiness of looking upon our Lord

Jesus Christ or hearing His Voice. But, thanks to God for
His unutterable Gift, He abideth with us, for this house is no
other than the house of God. This is the fair Tabernacle for
which our soul yearns as the stag for the running waters. Here
has the sparrow found herself a home and the turtle-dove a
nestl here hath wisdom built a house and prepared a table.
This chapel is the dwell ing-place of the Eternal F ather Who
fil ls it with a glory far transcending that with which He fi l led
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the temple of Jerusalem in the days of old. Shall I speak to
you of the presence of the Holy Ghost in this chapell True,
dear Sisters, this Holy Spirit hath filled the whole world-you
will find Him in all your religious duties, your vows, your rules,
your simplest works, but He is particularly here to teach and
guide you, to illumine you in your darkness and console you
in your sorrow. This might be expected, for the work of
sanctification is especially attributed to the Third Person of the
Blessed Trinity.

He it is Who diffuseth charity in our soul. By Him we
have received the adoption of sonsl by Him we cry, Abba,
Father. Without Him we cannot so much as name the Lord
Jesus, or even conceive a good thought. Here, then, in this
chapel, this Sweet Spirit abideth to vivify your prayers, to
infame your heart, to sanctify your soul.

But the presence of God which forms the glory of this
chapel is the presence of God the Son in His sacramental
presence. It is the very sanctuary of the Eternal Son Who is
at once the Priest and Victim of its altar. Here is commemo-
rated that master act of love, His death on Calvary. Here He
abides in that sweet, mysterious presence, more wonderful than
His presence in Bethlehem's crib or on Judea's hillside. When
St. John in Patmos heard himself called by the mighty trumpet
voice, he turned and saw a glorious vision: Seven golden
candle-sticks, and in the midst of the seven golden candle-
sticks, One like to the Son of Man, clothed with a garment
down to His Feet and girt about the Breast with a golden
girdle. His Head and His Hair were white, as white as wool
and as snow, and His Eyes were as a flame of fire. And He
had in His right Hand seven stars. You saw here this morning
the shadow of that vision. When the light shone round, and
the robed priests bowed down, and the incense rose as the organ
gently sounded its sweetest tones, you saw with reverent eye,
on His Throne, One like to the Son of Man, golden and white
and shining-the gold not very bright to the outward eye and
the glory not overpowering-but the scene was a reality and
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the heart felt it. It was the clean oblation, God's glory among
the Gentiles. Jesus is passing by and the blind cry to Him:
"Son of David, have mercy." He is here and He lifts again
His Hands to bless the little ones of earth. He is here and the
weary and over-burdened come that they may find rest. Sweet
presence of Jesus Christ, what would earth be this winter day
without itl With it, this house is surely none other than the
house of God. If, therefore, we find here the eternal Blessed
Trinity-if Father, Son, and Holy Ghost take up their abode
here, and find a delight to be with the children of men, what
glory for this building! What honour for ourselves!

Come then, O daughter of Sion, come here in the silent
hour of prayer and commune with your Spouse! See that He
is beautiful in form above the sons of men! Myrrh and cassia
perfume His garments! Hearken and see and incline thy ear-
learn here to forget thy people and thy father's house. Here
shall the King greatly desire thy beaury. Come! O daughter
of Sion to this school of religion. Study the obedience of your
Spouse in the Holy Sacrifice, in Holy Communion, in His
abiding presence. Regard His infinite purity. Abide in this
new Bethlehem that you may admire His poverty. Here you
will make or renew your vows. See then how the glory of God
and the interests of Jesus centre in this fair temple. What is
the glory of God ? What are the interests of Jesus I These are
not two different questions but two forms of the same question;
for the absorbing devotion of our Lord was the glory of His
Father. What, therefore, is the glory of God? I speak not
now of your own sanctification and perfection which must ever
be associated with those unfailing fountains of the Saviour.
I do not speak of those sweet consolations and unworldly
contemplations to be found only in the unutterable gift of the
Blessed Sacrament. I speak of another glory which you in
your zeal and devotion give to God. When John the Baptist
sent his disciples to Jesus asking if He were the Messiah, our
Lord replied: "Go, tell John what you have seen and heard;
the blind see; the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed, and the
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poor have the Gospel preached to them." This was the in-
disputable evidence of Christ's mission. When then, you go
forth from this shrine, armed with your vows and strengthened
with the prayer of the morning sacrif ice, your heart thri l l ing
with divine charity, when from this holy table you separate for
school and orphanage, asylum and hospital, see what glory you
bring to God, what rescue you offer the poor souls-you are
the handmaids of religion. What is religion? "Religion clean
and undefiled before God and the Fatherr" says St. James, "is
this: to visit the fatherless and widows in their tribulation;
and to keep oneself unspotted from this world." Go in the
spirit of your vocationl smooth the pil low of suffering; wipe
the tears of sorrow, the dust, and the blood of the Wounded
Christ-be a Veronica to Him. If the schools are to fourish;
if God is to be known and praised by young generations; if the
House of Providence is to prosper and the aged to find a refuge
there; if Sunnyside is to be a nursery of piety and virtue; if
your works one and all are to prosper and yield God's fruit, it
is from this new chapel they will derive their strength, fervour,
and constancy. If this fountain is always a source of l iving
water; if this chapel is a source of piety; the important trusts
which this diocese has placed in your hands wil l be zealously
and faithfully carried out to the glory of God, the consolation
of the Archbishop and his clergy, and I pray and hope, to the
sanctif ication and honour of your Community.
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SUPERIORS-GENERAL DURING THE
HUNDRED YEARS

1851-1856-Rev. M. M. Delphine Fontbonne
1856-1858-Rev. NI. NI. Teresa]Struckhoff
1858-1863-Rev. NI. M. TeresalBrennan
1863-1859-Rev. M. M. Antoinette Macdonell
IB69-t874-Rev. M. M. Bernard Dinan
t874-187i-Rev. M. M. Philomena Sheridan
1875-t878-Rev. M. M. de Chantal McKay
1878-1887-Rev. M. M. Antoinette Macdonell
1887-1899-Rev. M. M. de Pazzi Kennedy
1.899-L902-Rev. M. M. Eucheria McCarthv
1902-1908-Rev. M. M. de Pazzi Kennedy
1908-1914-Rev. M. M. Irene Conroy
I9l4-1920-Rev. M. M. Alberta Martin
1920-L932-Rev. M. M. Victoria Devine
I932-1944-Rev. M. M. Marsaret Phelan
lgL4-fiffi-Rev. M. M. St. grinia Gillen
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SEPARATE SCHOOLS IN TORONTO AND
SUBURBS

Pupik
Christ the King, Long Branch 297
Corpus Christi 280
Holy Name 525
Holy Rosary 259
Our Lady of Sorrows 247
St. Ann's 4Ol
St. Basil's 257
St. Clare's 248
St. Francis' 376
St. Joseph's Intermediate and Commercial 56
St. Joseph's 552
St. Leo's, Mimico 258
.St. Louis', Mimico 116
St. Mary's 309
St. Michael's - 259
St. Patrick's 285
St. Paul's 222
St. Peter's 366
St. Theresa's, Scarboro 172
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MOTHER HOUSES OF'THE CONGREGATION
oF THE STSTERS OF ST. JOSEPH

Fnarvce

Abbeville Marcillac (Aveyron)
Annecy Millau
Bordeaux Moutiers
Bourg Le Puy
Chamb6ry Saint-Etienne-de-Lugdares
Champagnole (Jura) (Arddche)
Clairvaux (Aveyron) Saint-Flour
Clermont Ferrand Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne
Estaing (Aveyron) Saint-Vallier
Gup Villecomtal (Aveyron)
Lyon Viviers-Aubenas

Uwnnn Srerns or Auruca

Baden, Pennsylvania Nazareth, Michigan
Brentwood (Brooklyn), Orange, California

New York Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Brighton (Boston), Rochester, New York

Massachusetts Rutland, Vermont
Buffalo, New York Springfield, Massachusetts
Chicago, Illinois Superior, Wisconsin
Cleveland, Ohio St. Augustine, Florida
Concordia, Kansas St. Louis, Missouri
Erie, Pennsylvania Tipton, Indiana

Jersey City, New Jersey Watertown, New York
La Grange, Illinois Wheeling, West Virginia

Wichita, Kansas
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Canapa

Hamilton, Ontario Pembroke, Ontario
London, Ontario Peterborough, Ontario
North Bay, Ontario Toronto) Ontario

Sourur Alrenrce

Buenos Aires, Argentine Republic

Iralv

Aosta Rome (Generalate of
Cuneo Chamb6ry)
Novara Suze
Pinerolo Turin
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