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the father of afami
RAORDINARYJ6r0me [e Roye
JECT de La Dauversi0

Historical context:
the end of the XVlth and
heginning of the
XVllth centuries

The wars of religion had iust
ended  in  F rance .  The
wounds caused by th is
battle of brother against bro-
ther had not yet been com-
pletely healed. Nevertheless
a profound renewal was stir-
ring within the Church in
France. From this move-
ment, called the French

'School of Spirituality, there
emerged many holy people
among whom were two
great f igures: JerOme Le
Royer de la Dauversidre and
Marie de la Ferre.

J6rOme Le Royer  was born  in  La  F leche,  France,  and bapt ized  in  S t .
T h o m a s  C h u r c h ,  M a r c h  1 8 ,  1 5 9 7 ,  t h e  e v e  o f  t h e  f e a s t  o f  S t .  J o s e p h .
S p r e a d i n g  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h i s  g r e a t  s a i n t  w a s  a  m i s s i o n  h e  u n d e r t o o k
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e .
H e  s t u d i e d  a t  t h e  J e s u i t  c o l l e g e ,  f o u n d e d  b y  K i n g  H e n r y  l V  i n  h i s
na t ive  town.  From among i ts  facu l ty  and graduates ,  there  were  many
w h o  v v e r e  c a l l e d  t o  p l a y  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s  i n  t h e  m i s s i o n  w h i c h  J 6 r 0 m e
w a s  l a t e r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h .
He had,  f  rom an ear ly  age,  a  deep love  fo r  the  poor  and a  s t rong des i re
t o  h e l p  t h e m .  A t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  w h e n  h e  l e f t  t h e  c o l l e g e  o f  L a
F l e c h e ,  h e  w a s  p r e p a r e d  b o t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a n d  m o r a l l y  t o  f a c e  h i s
f u t u r e  e n d e a v o r s .  I n  1 6 1 8  h e  m a r r i e d  J e a n n e  d e  B a u 9 6 ,  i n d e e d  a
wor thy  par tner .  F ive  ch i ld ren  were  born  to  them o f  whom two became
p r i e s t s  a n d  t w o  R e l i g i o u s .
A n  a g o n i z i n g  q u e s t i o n  c h a l l e n g e d  J 6 r 0 m e  L e  R o y e r  a n d  h i s  c o n t e m -
porar ies :  How to  he lp  the  poor?  J6r0me was a  man o f  bo th  p rayer  and
o f  a c t i o n .  H i s  g r e a t  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  H o l y  F a m i l y  o f  J e s u s ,  M a r y  a n d
J o s e p h  l e d  h i m  t o  a n  e v e r  g r o w i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e
poor ,  to  take  the  in i t ia t i ve  and respond to  these needs.

A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 , 1 6 3 0 ,  t h e  f e a s t  o f  t h e
Pur i f i ca t ion  o f  Mary ,  he  fe l t  overcome by  an  ex t raord inary  fe rvour '  He
b e l i e v e d  G o d  w a s  a s k i n g  h i m  t o  f o u n d  a t  L a  F l e c h e ,  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f
D a u g h t e r s  H o s p i t a l l e r s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  H o l y  F a m i l y  u n d e r  t h e  s p e -
c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  S t .  J o s e p h .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  t o
s e r v e  t h e  " s i c k  p o o r " .  W h i l e  h e  w a i t e d  t o  f u l f i l l  t h i s  m a n d a t e ,  h e
u n d e r t o o k  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  p o o r .  H e  r e b u i l t  t h e  d i l a p i d a t e c i
h o s p i t a l  a t  L a  F l e c h e .  T h i s  h o s p i t a l  w o u l d  b e c o m e  t h e  n u c l e u s  f o r  t h e
f u t u r e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .



founds a community of
Reli$ous Hospitallers...

Triple mission
The miss ion  wh ich  God gradua l ly  made c learer  to  J6r0me had two o ther  face ts .  The f i rs t  was  to  under take
the  co lon iza t ion  and evange l iza t ion  o f  the  is land o f  Mont rea l  in  Canada.  The second face t  was  to  es tab l i sh
a  h o s p i t a l  t h e r e  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  D a u g h t e r s  H o s p i t a l l e r s  w h i c h  h e  w a s  t o  f o u n d .

A s  a  m a n  o f  f a i t h  a n d  h u m i l i t y ,  J 6 r 0 m e  s t u d i e d  t h e  e v e n t s . F o l l o w i n g t h e w i l l o f  G o d  h e f u l f i l l e d  t h i s  t r i p l e
m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  l e t t e r .

When I dream of Ville-Marie,
not today's MONTREAL,

I recall the chosen ones of my Kingdom.
There I find the f lower of Ville-Marie.

I ask you, says the Lord, what would Ville-Marie
be without these chosen few in my Kingdom?

I love to look upon chosen ones
such as fhis J610me Le Royer,
this Le Boyer de Ia Dauversiire,
th is FATHER OF A FAMILY,

this FOUNDER OF HOSPITALLFRS,
these unique HOSPITALLERS.

There are very few of these Jer)mes who,
on a Candlemas day

would give themselyes wholeheartedly to me.
There are very few among these men,

who upon hearing my call
do not wonder whether or not I make sense.

When I dream of Ville-Marie, says the Lord,
I look into my Kingdom and
/ see a Kingdom of f riends.

Mar ie  Barb ie r  (paraphrase o f  Peguy)

T h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  D a u g h t e r s  H o s p i t a l l e r s  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h  w a s  f o u n d e d
hoso i ta l .  in  1642.
A f t e r  h a v i n g  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e  m a n d a t e  e n t r u s t e d  t o  h i m  b y  G o d ,  J e r O m e  d i e d
t h e  f  i r s t  t h r e e  H o s p i t a l l e r s  w e r e  a r r i v i n g  a t  H O t e l - D i e u ,  M o n t r e a l .

i n  1 6 3 6 ;  M o n t r e a l  a n d  i t s

November  6 ,  1659,  jus t  as



with Marie de La Fen

The v i l lage  o f  Ro i f fe ,  where  Mar ie  de  la  Fer re  was
b o r n  i n  1 5 8 9 ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  t o w n s  w h i c h  h a d
accepted  the  Pro tes tan t  re fo rm.  Whi le  s t i l l  very
y o u n g ,  M a r i e  h e a r d  l i v e l y  d i s c u s s i o n s  a m o n g  b o t h
Pro tes tan ts  and Catho l i cs .  One day  she was
h e a r d  t o  a f f i r m  w i t h  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  " l  w a n t  t o  s e e
a n d  k n o w  t h e  G o d  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c s " .
Severa l  years  la te r  she  had to  f  igh t  to  remain  t rue
to  the  fa i th  o f  her  bapt ism.  She even accepted
separa t iun  f rom her  fa ther  and went  to  l i ve  a t  La
F l e c h e  i n  A n i o u .

Servant of the poor
A n o t h e r  k i n d  o f  t r i a l  a w a i t e d  i n  L a  F l e c h e .  H e r
a u n t  w a n t e d  h e r  t o  l e a d  a  b r i l l i a n t  s o c i a l  l i f e .
Mar ie  however  dec ided to  consecra te  herse l f  to
the  Lord .  For  hea l th  reasons  she was unab le  to
e n t e r  R e l i g i o u s  L i f e  o f  t h a t  t i m e .  S h e  d e v o t e d  h e r -
s e l f  t o  s e r v i n g  h e r  a g i n g  a u n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p o o r
and needy o f  the  area .  The peop le  who w i tnessed
h e r  c h a r i t y ,  c a l l e d  h e r  " t h e  s a i n t l y  l a d y " .
A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h e r  a u n t ,  M a r i e  v i s i t e d  t h e  s i c k
D o o r  a t  t h e  l i t t l e  " M a i s o n  D i e u "  o f  L a  F l e c h e .  I n
1634 her  vocat ion  was c la r i f ied .  One day  a f te r
r e c e i v i n g  C r : m m u n i o n  " s h e  b e c a m e  e n r a p t u r e d
and saw numerous  beds .  A t  the  same moment  an
in te r io r  vo ice  to ld  her ' .  "Th is  w i l l  be  your  occupa-
t ion and the means of ful f i l l ing the precept of
love . . . " .

NlkLLffi



a woman both steadfast and strong...
LAST RECOMMEIVOATIOTVS
"May humility, charity and union of hearts be thl
p nc ipal  s tudy of  your  l ives.
God is  our  Father  and He a lways wi l lbe. . .  P lace a l
your  conf  idence in  Him.. .
I leave you in the hands ot God, who, in His kino
ness, will provide for your needs. I ptay tor this
wi th a l l  mv hear t " .

',!;

l1l?atudzk;feue

dE;

. : i

K n o w i n g  o f  J 6 r 0 m e  L e  F o y e r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e
s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .  s h e  c o n s u l t e d  h i m  a b o u t  t h i s  e v e n l .
I n  h i s  t u r n  h e  s h a r e d  w i t h  h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a n d a t e
he had received.  say ing:  "God wishes to make use
of  us to  establ ish a new communi ty . . .  We must
work lor th is".

T h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  w a s  f o u n d e d  a t  t h e  H o t e l - D i e u
of  La Fleche,  on l \4ay 18,  1636.  l \ ,4ar ie  de la  Ferre,
h e r  c o u s i n  A n n e  F o u r e a u  a n d  t h r e e  s e r v a n t s  o f
t h e  p a t i e n t s  f o r m e d  a  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  1 6 4 3  t h e
C o n s t r t u t i o n s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  a n d  o n  J a n u a r y  2 2 .
1 6 4 4 .  N 4 a r i e  d e  l a  F e r r e  p r o n o u n c e d  h e r  f i r s t  v o w s
a n d  w a s  e l e c t e d  s u p e r i o r  o f  t h e  y o u n g  c o m m u -
n i t y .

A s  s u p e l | o r  s h e  a c l e d  w i l h  t h e  g e n t l e n e s s .
h o n e s t y  a n d  r e s p e c t  s p o k e n  o f  i n  t h e  r u l e  w h i c h
s h e  i n s p i r e d .  l \ l a ' i e  d e  l a  f e r r e  u r g e d  h e r  s i s t e r s
' l o  p r e s e r v e  a  h u m b l e .  r e n d e r  a n d  c o m p d s s i o n a t e
h e a r t .  s e r v i n g  t h e  p o o r  w i t h  a  m o d e s t ,  g e n t l e  a n d
j o y f u l  c o u n t e n a n c e . . . ' .

S h e  d i e d  i n  1 6 5 2 ,  a  v i c t i m  o f  h e r  c h a r i t y ,  d u r i n g  a n
e p i d e m i c  i n  l \ 4 o u l i n s  w h e r e  s h e  h a d  j u s t  e s t a b l i s h '
e o  a  n o  u  s e .

,  t l
l j r

, ..,i,, tj'f '



qui ccs preGntes Lcttris verront, Srlut.

Par n6tre f)ccret d'Ere&ion
fHoftcl'Dicu de la Fleche , & de

Az

"The religious family of Hospitallers of Saint
Joseph to which I belong has the Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph as a model. ln my rela-
t ionships wi th my Sis ters,  the spi r i t  which re igned
in Nazareth is my inspiration and guide; a spirit of
respect, tendetness, simplicity and forgiveness".

Sis ter  Thdrese

and dedicated it

Kesping in mind that from its origin the Congre-
gation was dedicated l0 the Holy Family, the
sisters will honor it in a special way. They will
propose il as a model to the lamilies with
whom they come in conlacl.

1985 nules

"A pastora l  commitment . . .
case of  fami l ies who, , .  l ind
w i l h  s i t u a t i o n s  w h i c h
di f l icu l t .  " .

Pope John paut l l
in "Famil iar is consodio" l lo.77

In the t ime of Jer0me Le Royer there were people
without "hearth and home". So also today there
are vict ims ol  broken homes. There are battered
and rejected women. There are teenagers who
have run away from home. There are men and
women of al l  ages who have problems with drugs
and  a l coho l .
These people in distress need to be truly accepted
in a place where they can receive tenderness and
compass ion .  Th i s  i s  wha t  t he  Hosp i ta l l e rs  w ish  to
offer in cr is is centres, these "maisons-Dieu" ol
ou r  l rmes .

A halfway house for men

"l love these brothers whom life has led astray.
We truly live a f amily life with them and they revive
with the knowledge that they arc not alone, lt is so
good to see them regain strength. Several have
returned to notmal life and work, some have mar
ried and started a family, olhers continue to have
a more difficult time. The door is always open to
our former residents and several return regularly.
"Point de Rencontrc" is a large family and the
Father is always there, waiting tor Hls sons lo
return".

S is te r  Yvonne

Rry,les dcs Fillcs de S.lofrph. t

KffiSffitrffifftrtr
CONSTITV'/:/ONS

DE LA COMfulI/N,.41/*
ti des Filles Js g.lnfeph , cllr-
blirs dans l'llofirl D'ieu de Id
Fleche en l'bninat. de la S'".
.famille de nn(lrc Sri::neur . de- 
I' auth or iti de"Jl I on(rign eu, 7' il-
laflrifsimc tl r"i"i',rltifsine
Eatjqnt d,'-4ngers.

LAVDE DE RVF.IT i
Prr Ia grace de Dieu & du
St. Sieqe Anoftoliquc E,vef-
que dtAngers, ) ious caux

dd
lr

is called for in the
themselves laced
are  o  b ie  c l i ve  l y



the Holy Family under the special
protection of Saint Joseph

"Never  cease speak ing about
St .  Joseph to your  dear
patients, to prepare them to
rece ive the Sacraments and
also to take away wi th them a
d e v a t i o n  t o  y o u r  l o v i n g
father" .

B ishop  BoL r rge t  o l  Ny 'on t rea .
1862

The s is lers express thei r  devol ion t0 Saint
Jos6ph by striving to imitate his virlues and
by entrus l ing thei r  sp i r i tua l  and lemporal
needs to h im.

1985 Bules

' 'Cn  Sunday March  17  around 9 :00  p .n . .
lhe  doc tar  came ta  the  daor  to  te l l

the  nurses  tha t  there  wau ld  be
e me rge  ncy  surgery .  The pa t ien t

was a  young man wha as  the
resu l t  o l  a  ta l l  had  to rn  apen

h is  abdamen.  /ss ls led  by
some f r iends  he  an tved in
San Pab la  a f te r  a  lwe lve
h o u r  l o u r n e y  a n  t h e
Amazon.  The opera t ion

began a t  9 .30  p .m.  and
l in ished a t  1 :00  a .m.

Sts te r  Emi l ie  and S is te r
Carmela  ass is ted  the

d ac to  r .  D  u  r ing  A,4ass
,  the  nex t  day .  wh ich

was the  day  be tare
t h a  t ' A ) < t  ^ t '  9 t  l ^ . d ^ h

we co  n l  ided  th is  you ng
pat ien t  ta  aur  be loved

pat ran .  A f te r  an ly  th ree
days  the  man was up  and
about  ta  the  grea l  sur

prise af the doctot', who
be l teved he  had los t  h tm.
We cont tnued our  le rvent
prayers  w i th  can l idence in
S1.  Joseph and they  were
answered.  Our  pa t ien t  re -
lu rned home per fec t l y  we l l
a l te r  a  mere  e igh t  days  in
hasp i ta l .  Yes .  we have can-
f idence in  yau.  dear  S t .
Jaseph,  p ray  fo r  us  .

p t , L r  l ! 8 0



A FAMITY SPIRIT WHICH
"By tltis loue lou baue fo, one anotber,

eaeryone ooill knou tbat you are
my disciples" gn 13,3sy

Inspired by tne love of Christ
and faithful to their tradition,
the sisters share their time,
prayer and companionshiP
especially with those in grea-
test need.

1979 Constatutaons

They will l ive, speak and com-
municate with one another
with sincerily and cordiality
like true Sisters and wortny
daughters ol the holy and pea-
ceful family whicn is their
model .

1643 conslitutions

"God called me with a personal
love to follow Him, in religious
l i fe .  To make me grow in th ts
love, He gave me a family which
is indispensable to me. With my
S/slers i lotm a community in
prayer, affection, mutual forg ive-
ness,  shar ing and t rust .  For  a l l
th is  lg ive thanks to Him".

S.s re r  The rese

"Fot me, community life is a
place where I commit myselt
with others in the mutual receiv-
ing and sharing of the same faith
and hope. /t ls a/so a place for
growth, since welcoming ano-
ther leads me to go beyond my
prejudices, tears and lack of
confidence in order to choose to
discover another in her unique-
n ess.

S i s l e r  A ' l r F . V d r i e



EXPRESSED... IN WETCOMINGInspired by the first Christ
communi ty  which was 0f  r
mind and one hear t ,  the s is t
g ive wi tness of  commu
uni ty .

1979 Consti lut

. . . P R E S E N T  T O  T H E  P E O P L E

"Welcoming people is  one o l  our  communi ty '
aposto l ic  p or i t ies and each Sis ter  cont t ibutes t
th is  aposto late accord ing to her  s t rength an
a b ilitV.
Being close to the people of the neighbouthoo
has made us aware of their needs. We try to re:
pond in a personal way by offeting food and cl(
thing. We also ptovide shelter for lhe poor an
unemployed young people in our "Hospitalit
House" which is  next  door  to  the convent .  A
needed we direct people to the appropriate sociz
agencies as well. We visit the sick, the lonely an
the depressed in the hospital and in their home:
ln consul tat ion wi th the pr iests  of  the par ish and
the persons themselves wish, we take CommL
nion to them. Even though we are no longer livin
in the hospital, we rcmain in charge of the chapt
and ensure liturgical animation, which helps t
mainta in our  contact  wi th  the poor  and needy a
the hospice. We have many opportunities to prac
ise the aposto late,  so many in  fact ,  that  we nee
to establish priorities ".

Commun i tY  o f  La  F leche ,  F ran (



I}EDICATED TO THE SERVICE OF JESI
"I tell you tbe trutlt, wbateuer you did
for oTre of tbese... you did it to me".

(M^tt.25, 40\

The Daughters ol Saint Joseph musl be persons entirely consecrated l0 God to serve Him piously in the
exerc ise o l  the spi r i tua l  l i fe ;  and in  the prac l ice of  per fect  char i ty  towards lhe i r  ne ighbor ,  and especia l ly
dedicated to the serv ice of  Jesus Chr is t  in  the person of  the poor  who are His members.

1643 Consti tut ions

-.9,t,,,, i  t , ,,,,,, t,,,,, L,,,,,,,,,,t,.
l , ,r .9,,,",",r -/",",1,",""-.
.9 ,*1., ,, '1., -,t1,-,' .,t1., rh,,,
,,/"', ,^ ,/ rt" v- l J.',', (t,,;'r .

S s te r  Amanda  V ige r .  1904

()1,. -S;.'r",.'. ,,,1,,,r ,,-,,r 1,1,,n* ;t 1,..r ,,,.
r" l,-1, .^r,1, ,,, ,.,. ,,,,,. ,/,.,,,, 1,,,ri,.,,r., r1,,.,,,,,,1,
t/,, ,,;,,1r ,,",/ t" ',,,,;l;," l,* r/",,,
t1,, .n,,,, t,,,..'.' ,,f \-- -y" .t,.^ i,,,1 t/,",,,.

.9 ,,,,,,,11,, r,, rt,,, J',,,.,/ t,,rt, rh,; ,;,,t,,
, , , , /  , , , q  , ; e i /  .

S  s l e r  Jeanne  Ha rdou in .  La  F leche ,  1734



.CHRIST IN THE PERSON OF THE POOR
A serviee which has continued throughout the centuries
Fai th lu l  t0  i ts  miss ion,  the Congregal ion cont inues to announcB lhe Good News of  Jesus Chr is t  by serv ice lo
the poor ,  the s ick and by educat ion.  The s is ters par t ic ipate in  th is  miss ion by the qual i ty  of  the i r  be ing and
serv ice,  reveal ing Chr is t 's  compassionale love wherever  they are miss ioned by thei r  super iors.  The s ick
and the aged s is ters cont inue thei r  serv ice lo  lhe Church lhrough thei r  l ives 0f  sereni ty ,  prayer  and suf-
l e r ing .  15 ig  Const i tu r ions

"The essential spirit which guides my life as an Hospitaller of Saint Joseph centers around thre
questions: How am l to live the Hospitaller's charism today? Why am I to live it? Fot whom do I daily liva
My life as an Hospitaller is most clearly presented and interpreted through bedside nursing within a
institutional setting. I strive to be technically competent in the care which I give. For each patient I try to t
an Hospitaller who cherishes the cha sm of JOr)me Le Royet. This is to say, that for me, tenderness ar,
compassion supercede technical expertise. Modern technology tends to dehumanize health carc. Livin
JOrAme's charism as an Hospitaller is an integral part of our mission". 

s sler Nico



CATTED TO INCARNATE TT

... Toward the handicapped
"My perconal  d i f f icu l ty  l ies in
get t ing beneath the sur tace of
the physica l ,  somet imes repul
s ive,  aspecls  of  the handicap-
ped.  l th ink of  Jean-Fel ix  who
has a face,  human in  name only ,
but  who,  by h is  lov ing look,
reminds me that  Love is  present
in  h is  heat  l .  There is  a lso Ala in
whose face expresses only  suf -
fering. lt occurs to me many
t imes to pass h im by wi thout
stopping. . .  and to come back.
fhe lace ot  Cht is t  suf fer ing in
His members. . .
I t  is  for  me a great  grace to
incarnate the tenderness ot
Christ to those wounded by life.
/l is a/so a great grace to expe-
rience their interior richness. At
the same t ime i t  is  a  test ,  which
challenges me to banish from
my behaviour  any show of  p i ty" .

S is te r  Lo ! i se t l e

tant  moans,  conlus ion,  repet i -
tion, struggle and at times even
hostility. We persistently need
to draw our  pat ients out  oI  thet r
protect ive,  defensive shel ls  to  a
somet imes painfu l  rea l i ty  espe
cially when it comes to washing
and var ious other  exe rc ises.
A s  l b e g i n  m y  m o r n i n g  t a s k  l g o
to the pat ients and greet  each

wi th a "good morning" ;  some
wi l l  respond and athers wi l l  not
or  cannot .  Yet ,  lam acknowled
ging them rather than simply
posi t ion ing them fot  breaktast .
Too easi ly  we can become invol -
ved in conversation with a lellow
worker and disregard the patient
tor whom we are caling. One
needs a special vocation to work
with the ch ron ica lly il l".

Srs te r  Be rn i ce .

... Toward the chronicatly ill
"Each morning is a challenge as
lgo tor th to  face another  day.  I
feel called not only to minister to
our  pat ients but  a lso to my co-
workers, for the work is hard and
demanding both menta l ly  and
physically. To do our kind ot
work means living with the cons-

i l
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TENDERNESS AND COMPASSION
()F CHRIST IN SERVING HIS MEMBERS.

... In pastoral service
"As we look at our ministry, we
would do well to constantly look
at the ministry of Christ himselt.
We can see through His words
and act ions that  He cared for  the
whole person with a tender com-
passion which we are cal led
upon to integrcte into our own
apostolic service today. lt is well
for us to recall lrequently that

WE MEIVD... GOD HEALS".
S is te r  Mon  r ca

... In otler countries
"we have, in San Pablo, Pen
more than thirty h and icappe
lepers who have no teet or leg.
or  who have l imbs maimed t
such a degree that running sore
heep lhem in bed for week
even months, totally dependel
on others.  lhave learned how I
make prostheses for these dei
patients. The necrotic parts at
f i rs t  amputated.  This  f rces thet
of the sores and nauseatin
odours, increased by the ht
humid climate (up to 40"C
Af ter  the stump has healed.  w
make a prosthesis ,  a  "pegleg"  I
cedar with leather and iron br'
ces. The patient can then leat
to regain a sense of balance an
retrain muscle. Little by little tt
patient learn to walk. Finally
new artificial toot is litteo I
place.
lmagine the exuberant ioy of
man who has not walked fot te'
fitteen or twenty years! Hej
then, is our contribution to h(
ping the most needy.

S is te r  Fme



FROM I,A FTECHE :
An unfailing availability
T h e  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  e v e r y  f o u n d a
t ion re i terated InaL "The Daug-
l h e r s '  g i v e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e
Hote l  Dieu "bady and goods
c o m m i t t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  " t o  p a y
an addi t ional  sum lar  the i r  raom,
board and maintenance; . . .  th  ey
wi l l  g ive thei r  care gtatu i tous ly
a n d  w o r k  u n t i l t h e i r  l a s t  b r e a t h ' ,
"turning ovet 300 pounds to the
poor  s ix  months af ter  the death
a f  e a c h  s i s t e t . . . ' .

F i r s t  Hd le .D ieu  o f  S i . Joseph  a l  La  F leche
1636 ,  t he  e rad  e  o f  t he  I ns l i t u te .

t
T h e  h o s p  1

lramps tefr
we  comeo

I n  1 9 1 0  t h e  H o s l
l eave .  The  ex i  es
they  l ounded  ano

The  town  o t  Baugd  we l comed  l he
to  a  p rac l  ca l l y  comp le ted

Daug the rs  Hosp  t a  l e r s  t r om La  F leche
hosp  l a l  on  November  25 .  1650 .

One  rnon lh  l a te r  on  December  5 .  1650  ano the r  g roup  o f
Hosp  i a  l e r s  responded  to  a  reques t  f r om i he  adm n  s
t ra to r s  o f  t he  H6 te  D ieu  o t  Lava  n  N ,4ayenne
The  fo l  ow ing  yea r  t he  t own  o f  Mou l  ns .  whose  " rosp l
tal was in great dtsorder" appealed to the ded cation of
t he  Daugh te rs  o f  Jd rome  Le  Roye r  The  i ound ress .
Mar i e  de  a  Fe r re .  and  f ou r  o the r  Hosp i l a l i e r s .  undea
look  t h  s  cha r i l ab  e  wo rk  on  June  24 ,  165T  The  S i s te r s
rema ined  t he re  un l  l t he  F rench  Revo lu t  on .

I n  1663 .  t he  Hosp i t a l  e r s  a r r  ved  rn  N imes  whe re  t hey
found a hospita ' in the last stages of canlusion and
universal disordet .  They soon made i t  a place ol order
and  c l ean l i ness .

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  t r i a l s  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  R e l i g
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  X X t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  H o s
a d a p t  t o  t h e  c h a n g e s  l n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y

t s *.',r1
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PANSION IN FRANCE

l u f o r l  en  va  ee .  wh  ch  was  , o
o l  whe te  t he  s t ck  and  even  t ne
because lhey werc mall tealed

i  i r o m  L a  F  d c h e  n  l 6 7 l

The  f i r s l  e ra  o t  expans  on  i n  F rance  ended  w  th  t he
founda t ron  o f  an  H0 te l 'D ieu  a t  l s  e  su r  So rg !e  i n  1685
an  ano the r  n  1698 .  a t  R  v i d re  de  Tey ra rgues  i n  t he  d io .
cese  o I  uzes .

And  so  t he  f ounda t  ons  f o l  owed  one  ano the r  The
papa l  c i l y  o f  Av  gnon  wh  ch  had  had  a  " sp lend id  hasp i .
l a l  i r om the  X l v l h  cen tu ry  f e l t  l he  need  ta  ha l t  t he
cltsarder whtch reigned wilhin i t  and pravide bettet ser
vice lo lhe sulfering menbers af the Lard . The reqLtesl
was  made  to  t he  Hosp i t a  l e r s  o l  N lmes  who  responded
a f t r r r na t i ve i y  on  Feb t ra t y  2 .  1672 .

I n  1819  a  communr t y  o l  Cannonesses  o l  S t  Augus t i ne
n  E rnde  j o i ned  t he  I ns t i t u te  o f  t he  Hosp i l a l l e r s  o f  Sa  n t

J  ose  ph .

A f t e r  l he  sL r l f e r  ng  o t  l he  Revo lu t i on ,  mos t  o f  t he  co rn -
mLJn i l  es  re tu tned  i o  t he r r  houses  unde r  p recanous
cond i l  o f s .  W i l h  Napo leon  s  app roba i i on  (1809 ) ,  t hey
con t  nL red  t o  ca re  f o r  t he  poo r  and  l he  s i ck ,  a  se rv r ce
a lways  c l ose  t o  t he i r  hea r t s .

I n  1904  a  d iocesan  co rnmun  t y  f ounded  i n  Beaup rda !
became  a f l i l i a t ed  w i t h  t he  Cong rega t  on .

r g r e g a t i o n s  i n  F r a n c e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  X l X t h  a n d
o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h  r e m a i n  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s i c k  a s  t h e y

Av  gnon  weTe  l o r ced  l o
Lobbes .  Be  g rum.  whe re

a ) .



FROM
FRANCE
T(l
NEW FRANCI

"A foolish undertaking"
A s  t h e  C o n E r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o s p i t a l l e r s  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h  w e r e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  F r a n c e ,  J e r o m r
L"  Roy"r ,  t i i tn iu t  to  the Spi r i t ,  was making preparat ions for  co loniz ing and evangel iz ing the is land of  l \4or
t r e a l  a n d  f o r  f o u n d i n g  a  h o s p i t a l  w h i c h  w o u l d  s e r v e  i t

To accompl ish these goals  Jdrome chose two key people:  Paul  de Chomedey de l \4a isonneuve to govern thr

l s l a n d  a n d  J e a n n e  M a n c e ,  a  n u r s e ,  t o  f o u n d  t h e  H o s p i t a l .  T h e  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  b

J e a n n e ' s  g e n e r o u s  b e n e t a c t r e s s ,  l \ 4 a d a m e  C l a u d e  d e  B u  l l i o n ,  w i d o w  o f  t h e  F i n a n c e  l \ 4 i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  K i n g  o
France.

O n  M a y  1 7 ,  i 6 4 2 ,  p a u l  d e  C h o m e d e y ,  J e a n n e  l V a n c e  a n d  t h i r t y  c o l o n i s t s . . .  a l l c h o s e n  b y . J e r 6 m e . . .  a r r i v e d  a
t h e i r  d 6 s t i ; a t i o n .  T h e r e  t h e y  w o u l d ' a c c o m p i i s h  w h a t  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  c a l l e d  " t h e  f o o l i s h  u n d e r t a k i n g " :  t h

f o u n d i n g  o f  M o n t r e a l  k n o w n  t h e n  a s  V i l l e - M a r i e .

S o o n  s e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r o s e .  l r o q u o i s  a l t a c k s  m o u n t e d  i n  i n l e n s i t y .  B y  1 6 5 1  t h e  c o l o n y  f o u n d  i t s e l f  t h r e z

lened wi th ext inct ion.  Urgecl  by Jeanne l \4ance,  l \4a isonneuve sai led for  France seeking help to  save Vi l l€

t \4ar ie .  Two years la ter  hd retu ined wi th one hundred colonis ts ,  a l l  chosen by h imsel f  and J6r0me. Thes

sturdy fo lk  would assure the surv iva l  o f  V i l le-N4ar ie which had been cont ided to the care of  Our Lady.

I t  is  in terest ing to note that  Jdrome himsel f  never  came to Amer lca.

D u r i n g  a  s e c o n d  v o y a g e  t o  F r a n c e ,  J e a n n e  M a n c e  r e c r u i t e d  t h e  D a u g h t e r s  H o s p i t a l l e r s  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h  t c
h e r  h o ' s p i t a l .  J e r O m e  6 i m s e t f  a g a i n  m a d e  t h e  c h o i c e s  f o r  t h e  l v l o n t r e a l  F o u n d a t i o n .
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A f t e r  a  l a s t  l l l e s s i n g  f r o m  t h e  r  F o u n d e r  t h e  t n r e e  H o s p i t a l l e r s  f r o m  L a  F l e c h e :  S i s t e r s  J u d i t h  M o r e a u  d (
B r e s o l e s .  C a t h e r i n e  l \ 4 a c e  a n d  i V a r i e  i \ , 4 a i l l e t .  l e f t  t h e  p o r t  o f  L a  R o c h e l l e .  J u l y  2 .  1 6 5 9 .  T h e y  w e r e  a c c o m p a
n i e d  b y  J e a n n e ,  l v l a r g u e r i t e  B o u r g e o i s  a n d  m o r e  c o l o n  s t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  c r o s s i n g  a n  e p i d e m t c  b r o k e  o u t  o r
b o a r d  a n d  t h e  s h i p  b e c a m e  a  v  r t u a l  h o s p i t a l .  T h e  s i s t e r s  b e g a n  t h e i r  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s i c l
p o o r  e a r i l e r  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  a n t i c i p a t e d .

l - h e y  l a n d e d  a t  Q u e b e c  o n  S e p t e m b e r  8 :  a r r  v e d  a t  H o t e l - D i e u  \ , 4 o n t r e a l .  O c t o b e r  2 0  a n d  t h a t  d a y  e s t a b l  s
h e d  t h e  f i r s t  r e i  g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y  o n  t h e  i s l a n d .

W i t h  J e a n n e  l V a n c e  w h o  r e m a i n e d  a  l a y  w o m a n  t h e  t h r e e  H o s p i t a  l e r s  b e g a n  a  l o n g  t r a d i t  o n  o f  l a y
r e l r g  o u s  c o l l a b o r a t r o n  w h i c h  h a s  c o n i i n u e d  t o  t h i s  d a y .

\



FROM HOTET.DIEU OF MONTREAI,...

The Hospitallers

I

at HOtel-Dieu Montreal

Three years af ter  the i r  ar r iva l
i n  l \ 4  o n t r e a  l ,  t h e  H o s p i t a l l e r s
r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  C a n a d  i a n
v o c a t i o n ,  M a r i e  M o r i n .  S h e
b e g a n  a  l o n g  l i n e  o f  H o s P i t a l -
l e r s  f  r o m  t h e  A m e r i c a s .

lv lar ie  and her  comPanions
showed great  courage and
tenaci ty .  They braved the
h a r s h  c  l i m a t e ,  p  r i v a t  i o  n  s ,  a n d
p o v e r t y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e
m e n a c e  f  r o m  t h e  l r o q u o i s
kept  them co n s tant ly  a ler ted,
t h e y  r e m a i n e d  f a i t h f u l  t o
t h e i r  c h a r i s m  b y  c a r i n g  f o r
t h e  s e r i o u s l y  i l l  a n d  s e v e r e l Y
w o u n d e o .

C, ' - t r t  111  / / LJ .  / / 1  J / ' 4L ,  Jeanne  Mance  d ied  i n  1673 .
That year the Sisters became

Firs t  Conodion Hospi lo  ler  the adminis t ratOrS of  " the
goods of  the Poor"  at  Hote l -

D i e u .  I n  1 6 9 4  t h e y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  t h r e e ' s t o r y  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g
year  i t  was tota l iy  destroyed by f i re .  This  t r ia l  was repeated twice
morc, in  1721 and 1734.  U ndau n ted in  serv ice to the s ick,  they rebu i l t
w i t h o u t  e v e r  g i v i n g  u P  h o P e .

U n t i l  1 8 2 2  l h e  H O t e l - D i e u  w a s  t h e  o n l y  h o s p i t a l  i n  l \ 4 o n t r e a l  l n  1 8 6 1
t h e  h o s p i l a l  o n  S t .  P a u l  S t r e e t  w a s  d e m o l i s h e d  a n d  r e b u i l l  o n  P i n e
Avenue.  i ts  present  s i te ,  then cal led l \4ount  Holy  Fami ly  There,  they
w e l c o m e d  t h e  s i c k ,  t h e  o r p h a n e d  a n d  t h e  a g e d .  W i t h  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  i n
m e d i c i n e  a n d  i n  h o s p i t a l  c a r e  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  d e c i d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  l a y
o e o o l e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t  c a r e  o f  t h e  s i c k .  T h u s  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  N u r s i n g  w a s
i n a u g u r a t e d  i n  . 1 9 0 1 .

Over the years the Hospi ta l  has grown.  New pavi l l ions have created
space fo i  750 pat ients.  These pavi l l ions have a lso a l lowed the staf f
to  modernize the medical  and pastora l  serv ices wi thout  los ing the
s e n s e  o t  m i s s i o n  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t e n d e r  c o m p a s s i o n  e n g e n d e r e d  b y
t h e  H o s p i t a l l e r s  a n d  h a n d e d  o n  t o  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s .

' ^  ;
"q,

rrl rililll / li trl r11tt lit rti lrrrl ttllliillllli



THE FOUR CORNERS OF NORTH AMERIC
... To English
Canada and tlte United States

A f t e r  a  l e n g t h y  p e r i o d  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  t h e  H o s p i t a l l e r s  o f  M o n t r e a
a c c e p t e d  a  c a l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  h o s p i t a l  i n  K i n g s t o n ,  O n t a r i o ,  i n  1 8 4 5
B e s i d e s  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t s ,  t h e y  w e r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  s h e l t e
o r p h a n s  a n d  1 L r  r  s e  t y p h d s  v i c t r m s .
H o i e l - D i e u  K i n g s t o n ,  i n  j t s  t u r n .  b e c a m e  a  c e n t r e  o f  c h a r i t y  f r o n
w h i c h  w e r e  f o u n d e d  o t h e r  H 0 t e l - D i e u  h o s p i t a l s  i n  E n g l i s h  C a n a d r
a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

... To Acadia
ln  1868,  one year  af ler  Canadian Confederat ion,  the Hospi ta l lers
accepted an hero ic  miss ion to the lepers at  Tracadie,  New Bruns-
w i c k .  T h e  f i r s t  f o u n d a t i o n  o n  A c a d i a n  s o i l  o p e n e d  t h e  w a v  t o  a  r i c h
p e r i o d  o f  e x p a n s i o n .  C h a t h a m  f o l l o w e d  T r a c a d i e  b y  o n l y  o n e  y e a r .
T h e n  c a m e  S a i n t  B a s i l e  i n  1 8 7 3  a n d  C a m p b e l l t o n  i n  1 8 8 8 .  A D o s t o l i c
v is  ion a lso broad e ned.  The Sis ters became educators,  fou nd ing aca-
d e m l e s ,  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l s ,  s c h o o l s  o f  n u r s i n g  a n d  e v e n  a  c o l l e g e  f o r
y o u n g  w o m e n .

... In Quebec and beyond
I n  1 8 8 4  t h e  S i s t e r s  f o u n d e d  a n  H O t e l - D i e u  i n  A r t h a b a s k a ,  Q u e b e c .  I n
a d d l t i o n  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  o r p h a n a g e  a n d  h o m e  f o r
the aged.
Windsor ,  Ontar io ,  in  1888,  welcomed a group of  N4ontreal  Hospi t -
a l l e r s  w h o  f o u n d e d  a n  H O t e l - D i e u  a n d  a n  o r p h a n a g e  f o r  b l a c k
c h  i l d  r e  n .
I n  1 8 9 4 ,  W i n o o s k i ,  V e r m o n t ,  w a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  N e w  E n g l a n d
f o u n d a t i o n .  T h e  h o s p i t a l  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  F a n n y  A l l a n  t h e  f i r s t
Hospi ta l ler  f  rom that  area.



O"'C"*d" FROM A MUSIARD ST
The eight foundat ions es' tabl ished by the l \4ontreal  community became in thejr  turn,  sources o{ works i
Canada and the United States. Today there are sixty houses which owe thejr  or ig in to the Hotel-Dieu c
Montreal .  appropr iately cal led " the Motherhouse".

E;mfmm:r"n"d"

vermont. E.U.

. t|&;t

:,i5u'
t

Conodo

Vermont, [.u.

toyor McLennon, Alberfo Cdnodo .i:r:iii::ilffiii;;i

Conodo

, Conodo

#,:,l-fl":E
s

N.-B.

t !  " " , : . { t : r_ '

f ir,rff i ;
Conodo

Cdnodo Wisconsin, [.U.



TO A GREAT TREE

,  I  r : I l
r t l

The mid ' twent ie th century saw the North Amer jcan Hospi ta l lers  of  Saint  Joseph become in the i r  tur r
miss ionar ies to  the Thj rd Wor ld.  ln  1948 they answered a ca l l  f rom the lepers in  San Pablo,  Peru.  In  1956
Dahomey l8enin)  welcomed i ts  f i rs t  Hospi ta l lers .  In  1964 the Sis ters went  1o the Dominican Republ ic  tc
exerc ise thei r  char ism of  tenderness and compassion to the most  needy.

H6lel"Dieu, Soint'Bosile, N 'B' latut-Oi"r,ffi

ililiffiiund'ton'

Moison Mdre, Monlr6ol, oud., Conoda N..E.
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THE HOIY SPIR
JEROME tE ROYI

THE MISSII
rs sTl

Black ghetto in Chicago
"My involvenents at Saint Bernad
Hospital and in the Englewood arca
have led ne to see nyself as a cha
plain, educatot and enabler. fhere
are unlioited opputunities to bting
Good lvews to the poot, show the
Lord's conpassion, and hind up
heafts that arc bruken".

S  s l . r  N ,4argar - "1  A : in

'L tetrbub. ti*j.a itL'inai.tnr.
theit histoty, . Religiorrs nnl
ha ve,sought.to meb31| e fi h

. - " 
been d -part bf their, Iives. 1' 

". . they feel He is the oaf 0nc t)



WHO PROMPTED
TO UNDERTAKE
ENTRUSTED TO HIM
0PERATIVE T0DAY reTe c'nsriru,ions
T o d a y  S i s t e r s  - o v e r y ! , , i  h e r e  a r e  u n d e r t a k i n g  n e w  a p o s t o  a t e s  b o t h  i n s  d e  a n d  o u t s  d e  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
I n  f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  r  s p e c i f i c  c h a r l s r n  t h e  H o s p l t a l  e r s  o l  S a  n t  J o s e p h  r e s p o n d  t o  p r e s e n t  n e e d s :  t o
m e n t i o n  b u t  a  f e w :

At a public
university
"l believe that nf apostolic activitt
as pnfessor of Frcnch at the Univer
sity Cenlrc is patt ol the nission o)
the Hospitalles. Fitst of all I have a
mandate to be prcsent as a vowe.
Beligious. I an called to announct
the Good lVews within the seculat
nilieu of the Univercity and to sup
pott ny wotds hy acting as Chtis)
would act. He spoke and actec
against ceftain curenls of His age.
So do 1".

S is te r  Ber t i l l {

. .. A food hank



WITH ONE HEART A]
Called in a special way to desire above all to be pleasing to God, the Beligious Hospitaller of Saint Joseph lives in
intimale union with Him. This personal encounter wilh the Falher, realized by the Spirit in the Risen Christ, trans-
lorms her life and gives ultimate meaning t0 il.

tgTg Gonsl i tul ions

"l am certain that Jesus loves me and that He wants to do marvels in
me. . .  l then,  accept  h is 'Great  Love ' ,  l l is ten to His  Word in  the s i lence
deep in my heart and I allow Him to gaze on me. Jesus' look is very
important to me. Sometimes He does not speak... but I am there
betore Him. I have only one thing to say: 'Lord labandon myself to
you, may Your will be done, not mine'. Jesus /oves me... I love Him
and lam happy" .

Sister Yvette

"So that my apostolic activities
may be permeated with the
supernatura l ,  lneed to be ta i th-
ful to prayer, to my morning
meditation. That is where I druw
the interior strength to keep my
relationship with God alive. I
find it also in the spirit of our
Congregation, to know 'the holy
liberty of the children of God
which makes the soul  a t tent ive
to se l f  . . .  a t tent tve to God,  who is
presenl in my life. in events. in
persons; attentive to His grace
w h i c h  i s  w i t h  m e  e v e r y
moment" .

S l 5 l e r  D e 1 l 5 o

"My faith life has been enriched
and challenged by the women ol
prayer with whom I live. The f ide-
/lly ol trese Slsters to pruyer and
silence calls me to a deeper rela-
t ionship wi th God.  l fee l  un i ted
with each slsler as we pray the
Otf ice together and share oul
taith duting prayer and commu-
n i ty  meet ings" .

A  n o v i L e

"Aftet experiencing many episo-
des ol slckness, the Lord made
me understand interiorly that the
value of life is in being loved by
the Father where you are, no
matter what you do. This aware-
ness ol lre love of the Father
has for some time given mea-
ning to my life, one which is
more and more limited in acti-
v i ty .  The 'Our  Father '  has
become the prayer which spon-
taneously arises to welcome the
highs and the lows ol each day.
It is a prayer tor all God's chil.
dren who like me, with me, go to
meet H im.

S is te r  Annonc iade



()NE VOICE TO GOI)...

Free us from oll thot ir not gou lord,
help ur to givc Vou spocs,

so thot us ruill no longer creote
obrtocler to lour love,

to Your divlnc urlll for ur;
so thot ure moy portrog to oll our brothers

ond rirterr
Your focc of tendernerr ond composrion.

"Prayer tor me is a look ol
mutual understanding between
the Beloved and myself. A look
which is an exchange. lt says
everything, it gives everything".

S is te r  C la l r e



CAI,IEI) ... CONSECRATEI

In response to a personal call to lollow CIrist, the Beligious Hospilaller
ol Sainl Joseph otfers her whole being t0 the lord.

.  1979 Consl i tul ions

" ?esus, I want to lollow you wherever you 9o...'. To my great surprise, His invitation atttacted me calmly
and quietly to religious life with the Hospitallers. lwas'captivated'by'the spitit ot this f amily', the liberty ol
the children of God... I have not finished my discovery of what it means to be universally desirous for all thal
will make me pleasing to God, the f ruit ot this freedom. ln my prayer I am more and more attracted to the
contemplat ion of  His  Word and I  exper ience ' the fu lness of  ioy in  Hls  presence" ' .  (Ps .15)

S is le r  Cec i l €

The Religious Hospitaller 0l Sainl Joseph responds to this call by her preferential love for Christ who liberates hel
heart lor a gleater love of otners' 

1979 c.nsriturionl

"Consecrution?... lt is a love story between God and myself . lt begins with a thirst to know each other tc
speak with each other... pushed to the highest degree, it is a mystical marriage and God wants that more
than I do. When He called me, God loved me very much and He wanted me to love Him in retutn. He stil
does. Mission?... it is to extend the Beign of God on earth. There is no other mission except that of Christ
Fot me, mission it to give my whole life to loving Him and letting myselt be loved by Him. To love..
everything else will come after that. lf I love, the little I do has an eternal value. 'There is nothins
insignificant in the service of the Master...'(Marie de la Ferre). Those who love will undertand. Those whc
thirst to love and be loved understand this crazy love of a God who gives His life, a God who wants to love
us and fil l us with happiness... all that is a iournev in taith".

S s te r  Noe l  i

"I r.ttill betrotb you to rnyself foreuer,,
betrotlt you witb integrity and justice, ottitb tend.erness and. loue,

I tttill betrotlt you to myself with faithfulness,
and you will cotne to know Yahweh",

Hosea 2,  2 l -22



FOR THE MISSION
"l had been seriously considering religious life and I was almost certain that God was calling me to live i
but where? | was 22 years old. One day one of my friends invited me to go with her to visit het sister,
novice who had just taken the habit with the Religious Hospitallers of Saint Joseph, a community unknow
to me. Behind the huge white gtill, which greatly impressed me, the novice appeared like a vision. Sh
looked beautif ul, peacetul and smiling undet the white veil which she wore with a seri ous air. She spok
softly and with simplicity. I saw that we were taking her away from her silence and from something whic
fascinated me. She was interested in us as if we were part of her life. She resonated with us as we spok
about our experiences as young people, our studies, the little happenings. Her steel blue eyes penetrate
to the depths ol our hearts. The regulation half-hour ended, she lelt us, stil l radiant and disappeared behin
the cloister door which she closed without a sound... or a regret. I was shaken to the core as I lett the larg
austerc par lour  wi th i ts  f ramed mot tos on etemi ty .  I  had had an in tense exper ience.  I  am st i l l  astonishe
that this profoundly emotional moment did not clarify my decision to choose religious life on the spot.
was only several months later after I had retumed home that something clicked making it clear and plait
Why not  enter  HAte l -Dieu Montreal  where lhad been st ruck by a ' thunderbol t '?" .

S s ie r  LL rc  e ,  67  yea rs  i n  Be  i a i ous  L i

"Often in li le there is someone who has a signilicant influence on us. For me it was a Slsler, no longe
young, whose look is like the purity ot a child, whose words contain the wisdom of a sage and whos
actions reflect the goodness of God. I am certain that the Lord set her on my path, this Hospitaller whos
inf luence was decisive in my vocation. Without realizing it, she was one of the instruments whom God use'
to  ca l l  me in to th is  Rel ig ious fami ly" .

A nov ce from Per

I



CREAT()RS, INNOVATORS AND FREE...
"0ur existence, God's gift fron
the beginning, is not sonething to
be received as a trcasurc. which
is passed on intact from one gene-
ntion to another. It is the seed of
life which is only transnitted on
the condition that it flourish and
be transformed as the years go
by. A snall fragile sprout when
God's Sphit made it spring fron
the soil each generation nast cul,
tivate h and help it to gtow; other
wise it will soon disappear. lts
only future is outs to provide".

Jean ,C laude  Guv .  S .J .

Faith in God
who calls

"The Ho ly  Sp i r i t  i s  a t
work in the Congrega-
t ion. The m ission of the
R.H.S.J .  o f  tomor row
will certainly be Iived in
dif  f  erent ways from the
ones we have known".

Tbere is alu,ays bope for a tree:
utben felled, it can start its liJe again;

its shoots continue to sprout.
Its roots ,ney be d.ecayed in tbe eartb,

its stump u)itlrering in tbe soil,
but let it scent tlxe u)ater, and it buds,

and. puts out brancbes like a plant new set.
[ ob  14 ,7_9 )

"Tomorrow can n ot
the same as today
need to be attentive
the cal ls of the Spi
This leads me to
cons tan t  convers  ion
heart".

"Be  open  !  We lco t
new s  i tua t ion  s . . .  Ma
peop le  count  on  us :  1
young and the restle
the aged and the lon'
and the broken hearte
Be women of f  aith, pr,
er and compasslot ".

"Let us renew our fa
in the God who cal ls r
Let us chal lenge you
people by the witness
our l ives. Let our l iv
ref lect a simple joy
union with God".



Dear reade rs .

Y o u  h a v e  j u s t  r e a d  t h i s  a l b u m .  Y o u  h a v e  l e a r n e d
s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  s a c r e d '  h j s t o r y  o {  t h e  C o n g r e g a -
t i o n  o f  t h e  R e l j g i o u s  H o s p i t a l l e r s  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h ,
over  rnore than 350 years.

S i s t e r s  h a v e  g i v e n  w i t n e s s  t o  a  t h r e e - f o l d  l i f e  -
p r a y e r f u l ,  c o m m u n a l ,  a p o s t o l i c .  P e r h a p s  y o u  m a y
w i s h  t o  b e c o m e  b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t e d  w j t h  t h e  H o s p i t a l -
l e r s  a n d  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  t o d a y .

Y o u  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  w r i t e  t o  u s  a t  a n y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w -
i n g  a d  d  r e s s e s :

CANADA AND TlIE UNITED STATES:
G E N  E R A L A T E
5621 Canterbury Ave n ue
lv lontreal ,  Ouebec,  Canada H3T 158
V I L L E  N 4 A R I E  P R O V I N C I A L  H O U S E
2450 Chemin de la  Cote Ste-Cather ine
N 4 o n t r e a l ,  Q u e b e c .  C a n a d a  H 3 T  1 8 1
S T .  J O S E P H  P R O V I N C I A L  H O U S E
16 l \4  an i to  u Crescent  East
S t a t i o n  A
K i n g s t o n ,  O n t a r i o ,  C a n a d a  K 7 N  1 8 2
I V A I S O N  P R O V I N C I A L E  N O T R E , D A I V E
DE L 'ASSOIV PTION
21 44.  (ue Val  l6e-Lourdes
B a t h u r s t ,  N o u v e a u - B r u n s w i c k ,  C a n a d a  E 2 A  4 F 9

FRANCE:
M A I S O N  P R O V I  N C I A L E  S A I N T E - F A N 4 I  L L E
9 ,  r u e  L e m e r c i e r
75017 Par is ,  France

AFRIGA:
R E L I G  I E U S E S  H O S P I T A L I E B E S  D E  S A I N T - J O S E P H
l\4 atern i t6  de Chabicouma
8 . P . 4 7  -  D j o u g o u
R e p u b l i q u e  P o p  u  l a i r e  d u  B 6 n i n
A f  r i q  u e  O c c i d e n t a l e

PERU:
R E L I G I O S A S  H O S P I T A L A R I A S  D E  S A N  J O S E
Apartado 2898
Lima,  Perou,  A.S.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIG:
F E L I G I O S A S  H O S P I T A L A F I A S  D E  S A N  J O S E
1 6  d e  A g o s t o  -  K I M O
San J os6 de Ocoa
F e p u b l i c a  D o m  i n  i c a n a

T h i s  a l b u m  w a s  p r o d u c e d  b y  a  t e a m  o f  R e l i g i o u s
H o s p i l a l l e r s  o f  S a i n t  J  o s e p h .

AN IXTR.IO&DINARY PROJECT :
JER()MI I[ ROYEB. FATI{ER ()F A FAMILY T()UNDS A COMMUNITY ()F
RELIGI0US H0sptrattERs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

WITH MARIE DE LA FIRRE. A WOMAN BOTII STEAI)FASTAND STIIoNC..,,.,.

AND I}EOICATED TO THI HOLY TAMIT,Y UNDER THE PROTECTION OT SAINT

TABTE ()F CONTENTS

lHE SPIRIT OF THIS FAMILY

FROM LA FLECHI, IXPANSION IN TRANCE

FROM FRANCE TO NEW FRANCI

HOTEL.DIEU OF MONTNEAI TO THI FOUR CORNIRS OF NOIITH

A FAMILY SPIRIT WHICH IS IXPRESSED IN WELCOMII{G ,,...,,,,,.--,.--.-

DEDICATEI] T() THI SERVICE ()F JISUS.CHRIST IN TIII PIBSON ()F THE

CALLED TO INCARNATE THI TENOERNESS AND COMPASSION OF CURIST
tN SERVtNC HtS l l t f lU8ERS.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

FROM THE
AMERICA ,

FII()M A MUSTARD S[[D T() A GREAT

THI HOLY SPIRIT WHO PROMPIIT
TIIE MISSION ENTRUSTII] TO IIIM IS

JEROME I,[ IOYER TO UNDIRTAXE
STILL 0PEIIATM T0IAY....................

ONE HBART AND ONE VOICE TO GOI)

CALLED.., C()NSECRATED.., FOR lHE MISSI()N

CREATORS, INIJOVATORS AND FNEE
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