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FOREWORD

lVhen af ter  Wor ld War I  Cathol ic  hospi ta ls  in  the
llaritimes rvere facing many problems, new and old, the
need for olganization became obviotts and circttmstances
provided the opportunity. The Maritime Conference of
the Catholic Hospital Association came into being, and
accepted the chal lenge preseuted by these problems.

Ci.resterton's judgment of the age that invented the
loudspeaker and then found that it had nothing to say,
finds a contladiction in the Conference. Fol more than
forty years it has been an active and effective roice in
pre-ssing for and finding solutions to hospital problerns,
always with the objective of the Christian apostolate in
vtew.

Today,  under  a new name that  happi ly  inc ludes the
Province of Newfoundland, the Atlantic Conference of
Catholic tiospitals stil l shoulders responsibility for the ur-
ganized policy of Catholic hospitals in this region. With
the recent admission of six allied agencies as Associate
Members, the Conference hopefully expects to extend its
seiv ices.

The support and assistance of the Hierarchy, the
Clergy, the Medical Profession, and various groups of in-
terested persons, have enhanced the contribution of the
Conference to the progress of hospitals in this alea, antl
are deeply  apprec iated.

At this time of renewal in the Chtrrch it is opportune
to recall the story of our Conference rvith the ob.lect of re-
affirming our purposes and maintaining a "prospective
attitude" to the problems and opportunities that confront
our  Cathol ic  hospi ta ls .

SISTER AUDET, r .h .s . i .
Honorary President.

M a y  1 8 ,  1 9 6 5 .
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

In t922 the first Catholic Hospital Association in
Canada was organized by the Cathol ic  hospi ta ls  of  the
then three Eastern provinces of Nova Scotia, New Bntns-
. . .v ick,  and Pl ince Edu'a l  d  Is land.  When Newfoundland
jo ined Canada,  i ts  hospi ta ls  were added to the member-
ship, and the organization known as the Maritime Con-
ference of the Catholic Hospital Association became the
Atlantic Conference of Catholic llosnitals.

At that time a meeting of the American College of
Snrgcons was held in  Hal i fax.  On X' Iay 18,  1922,  Father
C. B. 1\{oulinier, S.J., founder of the Catholic Hospital
Associ:rtion who was attending the meeting met rvith
Sisters from the three provinces at St. Joseph's Convent.
Since that date the history of both Catholic and lay hos-
pitals has been profoundll' influenced b1' the trvo enthus-
iastic and briliant siste:s who were the prime movers in
th3 fornration of the Conferen3s-l46fhg1 Audet r.vho was
then at Hotel Dieu, Campbelton, New Brunswick, and
Sister !I. Ignatius, then at St. Joseph's Hospital, Glace
Bey,  Nov:r  Scot ia .

Being the only  Cathol ic  hospi ta l  o lganizat ion in
Canada for ten ]'ears, the Conference was privileged to
have the specia l  enconragement  and guidance of  such
other  eminent  personal i t ies as Dr .  Malcolm MacEachern,
Rev.  Edwald Garesche,  S.J. ,  Dr .  Harvey Agnerv,  Mr.  [ I .  R.
Krre i f l ,  and Rev.  Alphonse Schwi ta l la ,  S.J.

ln  the ear ly  years of  the Conference rvhen the
superiors were urged especially to get sisters trained to
supervise the varions hospital departments, participation
by sisters in university courses became commonplace.
With the co-oper.ation of her community of Sisters ot
Charitv, Sister Anns Seton made an exceptionally fiue
contribtttion to the cause b1' rrraking readily available the
special training facilities of Halifax Infirmary to sister.:r
flom manv hosnitals.



The 1931 convent ion at  Campbel l ton,  N.B.  decided
to take what  would now be termed an "ecumenical "  s tcp
when it seni, delegates to the inaugural meeting of the
Canadian Hospital Council in Toronto, and the Maritime
Conference became a const i tuent  membel  of  the Counei l
( in  1953,  the Canadian l lospi ta l  -Associat ion) .

Tlie llaritime Conference later ioined with other
Canadiarr Confelences to form the Catholic Hospital
Counci l  o l  Canada (1945)  rvh ich becarne the Cathol ic
Hospital Association of Canada with headqualters in
Ottawa. The Conference also sponsored lhe forrnation of
the -Nlaritime Council of Catholic Nurses in 1935 which has
been developed a lmost  independent ly  b1 '  the nurses and
has proved an effective instrument for promoting Christian
ideals and maintaining professional standards.

The Conference has a lways enjoyed the suppor t  o f
the Bishops of the Maritime Provinces. Thl ough their
interest, the Catholic hospitals have benefited from the
guidance of outstanding Spiritrral Directors rvho have l:een
the ecclesiastical representatives to the Confelence. Well
remembered are the l\{ ost Rev. John R. MacDonald, iate
Bishop of Antigonish; Rev. F. lVI. Lochary, Saint John,
N.B. ;  Rev.  John E.  Bnrns,  Ph.D. ,  Hal i fax,  N.S. ;  and Rev.
R.  J .  Wi l l iams,  M.D. ,  Chatham, N.B.

For the past nineteen years Rev. J. B. Nearing,
Sydney, N.S. has assisted the Conference in the office of
Spiritual Director and Chairman of the Legislation Com-
mittee. Father Nearing has recently been succeeded by
Rev. Ernest Chiasson, Chaplain of St. Joseph's llospital,
Glace Bay, N.S. Both of these priests have had muclr
experience in hospital association work, and have con-
tributed a great deal to the formation of policy on both
the regional and national level.

'I 'he great concern of the Conference for the pro-
motion of the voluntary hospital system and for the in-
dependence of both sister-contlolled and la1' hospitals has
hiehl ighted the Conference's  annual  proceedi i tgs.  For
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over thirty Jrears the records show a -.erious awareness of
the dangers of state control, and the necessity of preserv-
ing identity and freedom in all arrangements r.:ith govern-
ments at  a l l  levels .

The tlemendous efforts and support of the Oonfer-
enee and its members in the deleloping of voluntarl. pre-
paid Hospital Plans and the backing of the forrnation of
the Mrritime Hospital Association afford good examples
of the wide interests of the Conference. The activity of
the Llonfelence in the formation of the Blue Cross Plan in
194i} and its continned direciion and co-operation rvith
other hospital and private plans helped in no small measure
to lay down the basic principles which rvere later incor-
porated into the provincial government plans of the
-A.tlantic alea.

The long history of the Conference's promotion of
the ideals of hospital accreclitation is perhaps its most
outstanding and most successful achievement. When
Mother Audet and Sister Ignatius first campaigned so
vigorously for high quality Crtholic hospitals only ele,;en
hospitals with 541 beds made up the 1922 membership,
From this modest beginning grcw the twenty-seven hospitals
with bed capacity of 3547 of today's meml:ership. Twenty-
one of these hospitals-representing 80',/r, of members and
over 90 ?i of total beds-can'y the stamp of standard ac-
credilation, a record of which rl'e are all proud.



MOTHER M. IGNATIUS
The Congregation of St. Mafthl

Ant igonish,  Nor .a Scot ia

Mot .her  Mary Ignat ius (F loyd) ,  who d ied at  Ant igo-
n ish May 10,  1964,  in i t ia ted in  Nov:r  Scot ia  the movement
torvard ol.ganization of Catholic hospitals which merged
wi th a s imi lar  one in  New Brunsrv ick under  ! lo ther
At tdet 's  su idance to form the Mar i t ime ( 'onfercnce of  the
Cethol ic  Hospi ta l  Associat ion in  1922.

In 1956 the ( l i rnadian i {ospi ta l  Associat ion nanred
Mother  Ignat ius rec ip ient  of  the George Findla l ,Stephens
Mt 'mot ' ia l  Arvat 'd .  She was the f i ls t  woman.  the f i rs t
Mat'itimer. and the first Sistel to ; eceive it.
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MOTHER AUDET
Religions Hospitaller of St. Joseph

Campbel l ton,  N.B.

Mother Audet assisted in the formation of the
Atlantic Conference (then the Maritime Conference) in
Halifax in 1922, and served as its first secretary. In suc-
ceedings years she held many executive positions in this
and in othel hospital organizations. In 1937 she earned a
Fellowship in the American College of Hospital Adn.rinis-
tlators and is presently a member of its Region 18, Canada.

In 1904 Mother  Audet  ce lebrated her  Golden Jubi lee
as a Sister, and rvas named Honorary President of the
Atlantic ('onlelence of Catholic Hosnitals at its Fortieth
Annual  l l  eet ing.



DELEGATES AND GUESTS SILVER TUBILEE CONV]

FRONT ROW: Sis ter  St .  Stanis laus,  Chatham, N'B. ;
Sister Catherine Gerarcl, Halifax, Mother Ignatius'
Ant igonish:  Mother  Paula,  Char lot te town;  Sis ter  Ste.
Therise, President, Vall6e Lourdes, N.B.; Sister Anna
Seton. Halifax: Sister M. Veronica, Saint John, Sister
Catherine Monica, North Sydney ; Sister Kerr, Perth, N.B.

Members of the original E
also in  the p ic ture are Sis ter .
Sister Ste. Gertrude, Quebec
Charlottetown Hospital).

C A M P B I ' L I  I O N ,  N .  B  _  I . ) 4 7
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Membeis of the original Executive of 1922 present
also in the picture are Sister Audet, Campbellton and
Sister Ste. Gertrude, Quebec (formerly superior of
Charlottetown Hosoital ) .



DELEGATES AND GUESTS SILVER TUBILEE CONVENTION
CANIPBIiLL ION, N. ll. 1917

FRONT ROW: Sis ter  St .  Stanis laus,  Chatham. N.B. :
Sis ter  Cathel ine Gelar t l ,  Hal i fax,  Mothet .  Ignat ius,
Ant igonish:  \ Io thel  Paula,  Chal lo t te torvn;  Sis ter  Ste.
Therese,  Pres ident ,  V:L l l6e Lourdes,  N.B. :  S is te l  Anna
Seton,  Hal i fax;  S is ter  M.  Veronica,  Saint  John.  Sis ter
Cathel ine Monica,  Nol th S1'dne1' :  S is ter .  Kerr ,  Per th,  N.B.

X{embels  o f  the  or ig ina l  Execnt ive  o f  1922 uresent
i t l i o  i n  t h c  p i c l u l e  t r l e  S i s t e l  A r r r l e t ,  C r r n r n l r e l l l ; ' n  t n ( l
S i s l e r  S t e .  ( i e l . t I r r t l e .  Q  e l l e c  ( l o r m e r . l l  s u p e r . i o I  o l '
Char ' lo t te town Hoso i ta l  )  .



EXECUTIVECOMMITTEE
1 9 6 5Mav,

Spiritual Direetor .... ....Rev. E. Chiasson, Glace Bay, N.S.

President ... .Sr. Mary Ursula, Ch'town, P.E.I.

lst Vice President ......Sr. Catherine Gerard, Halifax, N.S.

Znd Vice President .. ...Sr. St. Joseph, Campbellton, N.B-

3rd Vice President ......Sr. Mary Fabian, St. John's, Nfld.

Secretary-Treasurer ....Sr. NIarie Monica, Ch'town, P.L).I.

COUNCIL OF THE EXECUTIVE

Past President .........Sr-. Mary Ruth, Saint John, N.B.

Sr. Mary Xaverius ......St. John's, Newfoundland

Sr.  Mar ia Loyola . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .Ant igonish,  N.S.

Sr .  Sauln ier  . . . . . . .Val lee Lourdes,  N.B.

Sr. St. Georges ......S1. Basile, N.B.

Sr .  O'Keefe . . . . . . .Chatham, N.B.

Sr .  P ierre Vincent  . . .  . . . .  . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . .Dalhousie,  N. l l .

Sr. M. Aneas .....Sydney, N.S.

Sr .  Cather ine Char les . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nor th Sydney,  N.S.

Sr .  Thomas Joseph . .  . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .Hal i fax,  N.S.

Sr .  L .  Godin . . . . . . .Bathurst ,  N.B.

PAST

OF THE ATL

Mother Faustina, Antig

Sister Ignatius, Glace I

Sister Carroll, Campbe

Sister Anna Seton, Hal

Mother Audet, Campbe

Sister Camillus, Saint "
Sister M. of the Sacred

Sister Kenny, Chatharn

Sister Beahice, Antigol

Sister Kerr, Campbelltr

Sister Josepha, North f

Sister Paul of the Crog

Sister John Baptist, Cl

Sister St. Stanislaus, C

Mother Immaculata, At

Mother St. Therese, Ca

Sister Marion Estelle, l

Sister Kenny, Chathan

Sister Flancis de Paul,

Sister St. Hugh, Charlt

Sister Kerr, Vallee Lot

Sister M. Clarissa, Anl

Sister M. Fabian, St. J

Sister Mary Ruth, Sain

Sister lt{ary Ursula, Cl
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dasson, Glace Bay, N.S.

Ursula, Ch'town, P.E.I.

ine Gerard, Halifax, N.S.

eph, Campbellton, N.B.

Iabian, St. John's, Nfld.

Monica, Ch'town, I'.L].I.

IEXECUTIVE

y Ruth, Saint John, N.B.

t. John's, Newfoundland

'ntigonish, N.S.
'allee Lourdes, N.B.

t. Basile, N.B.

hatham, N.B.

lalhousie, N.ll.

ydney, N.S.

lorth Sydney, N,S,

talifax, N.S.

athurst, N.B.

PAST PRESIDENTS

OF THE ATLANTIC CONFERENCE

Mother  Faust ina,  Ant igonish . . . . . . . . . . . .  1922

Sister Ignatius, Glace Bay 1923

Sister  Carro l l ,  Campbel l ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1924

S i s t e r A n n a S e t o n , H a l i f a x  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9 2 5

Mother Audet, Campbellton ... 1926, 1927

S i s t e r  C a m i l l u s ,  S a i n t  J o h n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9 2 8

Sister  M.  of  the Sacred Heart ,  Inverness . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . .  1929

Sister  Kenny,  Chatham . . . . . . . . . . .  1930,  1931

Sister  Beahice,  Ant igonish . . . . . . . .  1932,  1933

Sister Kerr, Campbellton ... 1934

Sister  Josepha,  Nor th Sydney 1935,  1936,  1937

Sister Paul of the Cross, Glace Bay 1938, 1939

Sister John Baptist, Charlottetown . . .. 1940, 1941

Sister St. Stanislaus, Chatham 1942, 1943

Mother Immaculata, Antigonish .. 1944, 1945

Mother St. Therese, Campbellton ... .. 1946, 1947

Sister Marion Estelle, North Sydney ... ... 1948

Sister  Kenny,  Chatham . . . .  . . . . . .  1949,  1950

Sister  F lancis  de Paul ,  Hal i fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  L951,  1952

S i s t e r  S t .  H u g h ,  C h a r l o t t e t o w n  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . .  1 9 5 3  1 9 5 4

Sister  Kerr ,  Val lee Lourdes . . . . . . . . . .  1955,  1956

Sister  M.  Clar issa,  Ant igonish . . . . . . . .  1957,  1958

Sister  M.  Fabian,  St .  John's ,  Nf ld .  1959,  1960

Sister  lV lary Ruth,  Saint  John . . . . . .  1961,  19G2

Sister  I l , Iary  Ursula,  Char)ot te town . . . . . . .  1963,  1964



7922-Halif ax

192ii-Saint John

1924-Charlottetov'n

1925-Halifax

1926-Antigonish

1928-Charlottetorvn

1929-Moncton

1930---Sydney

1931-Campbellton

1932---Saint John

1934-Halifax

1935-Chatham

1936-Truro

1937-Halifax

1938-Halifax

1939-Charlottetown

1940-Glace Ray

1941-Halifax

1 942-Chatham

1943-Antigonish

1944---Saint John

1945-Charlottetorvn

1946-Yarmouth

I 947-Campbellton (Silver

Jubi lee)

1948-St. Anrlrews By-the-

sea

1949-Halifax

1950-Charlottetown

1951-Antigonish

1952-St. Andrews By-the-

sea

1953-Moncton

1954--Saint John

1955-Moncton

1956-Moncton

1957-Moncton

1.958-Moncton

1959-Moncton

1960-Moncton

196l---St. John's, Nfld.

1962-Moncton

1963-Moncton

I 964-Charlottetorvn

1965-Moncton
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\tr SITES IMPORTANT DATES

\922--Otganization at Halifax by Rer'. C. B. Moulinier, S.J.

Pre-qident -Mother Faustina, Antigonish
Vice-Presictent ---Sistei Anna Seton, Halifax
Znd. Vice-Pres.-Sister Gertrude. Saint John
3rd. Vice-Pres.-Sister St. Gertrude, Charloitetown
Secretlr;: -S is ter  Audet .  Camnbel l l  on
Executive

Committee -Mother Dwyer, Chatham
Sister Irenaeus, North Sydney
Sister Ignatius, Glace Bay

l923-Convention in Saint John attended by Rev. C. B.
Moul in ier ,  S.J .  and Dr.  Malcolm MacEachern.

1928-Convention at Cha,rlottetown attended by Dr. Har-
vey Agnew. Sisters participated in summer courses
at Dalhousie University.

1929-At Moncton meeting, Rev. E. Garesche, S.J. ad-
vocated the formation of nurses' guilds.

First summer school course at St. F.X. University,

1931-At Campbellton, N.B., Dr. Harvey Agnew's plan
for the Canadian Hospital Council was approved
by the Conference; and Maritime Conference par-
ticipation in it was approved by the President of
the Catholic Hospital Association, Rev. A. M.
Schwi ta l la ,  S.J.

1932-

1933-Other Provincial Conferences of the Catholic Hos-
pital Association were organized across Canada
through the activity of Father Schwitalla-all the
Conferences so organized having representation in
the Canadian Hospital Council (later the Canadian
Hosni ta l  Associat ion) .

?-Campbellton (Silver

Jubi lee )

S-St. Anrlrews By-the-

sea

9-Halifax

0-Charlottetown

1-Antigonish

2-St. Andrews By-the-

sea

3-Moncton

4-Saint John

5-Moncton

6-Moncton

7-Moncton

8-Moncton

9-Moncton

0-Moncton

l-St. John's, Nfld.

2-Moncton

3-Moncton

4-Clharlottetorvn
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1g33-- Inaugural  meet ing of  the Catradian Hospi ta l  Counci l
on September 28.  Rer ' .  R.  J .  Wi l l iam, M.D.  and
Mother Auclet members of the fit 'st exectttive.

1934-At  Winnipeg meet ing of  the Canadian Flospi ta l
Council, a Council on Nursing Education was or'-
ganized by the Catholic Conferences of Canada.

1935-At convention in Chatham, N.B., the Maritime
Council of Catholic Nurses organized by the l'Iari-
time Conference held its inaugural meeting.

The Maritime Conference requested the formation
of an Executive Committee of the Catholic Hospital
Association for Canada.

1937-Si lver  Jubi lee of  the Mar i t ime Conference of  the
Catholic Hospital Association observed at Camp-
bellton, New Brunswick with many of the original
F v . e r f i v o  n :  a c o n f

1941-Formation of Committee by the Conference to stttd"v
G r o u p  H o s p i L a l i z a l  i o n .

1g42-Amalgamation of Provincial Associations to form
the Maritime Hospital Association. Dr'. .1. A. Mc-
Millan, Charlottctown was first president.

1g43-Endorsation of Group Hospitalization Plan ( Blue
Cross) sponsored by the Maritime Hospital Associa-
tlon.

Episcopal Commission for Hospitals created by the
C:nadian Episcopate.

1g44-Appeal  by Conference to super iors of  re l ig ious
orders conducting hospitals thloughout Canada for
participation by Sisters in all hospital associations

Detailed study of "contributed services" in Catholic
hospitals initiated by special committee of the
Conference.

1946-Rev.  J .  B.  Near ing,  Sydney,  succeeded Rev.  John i ! .
Burns as Spiritual Director.

1948-Support given ta
Associaticn to s
hospitals of the

1949-Decision to rema
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1948-Support given to efforts of the Maritime Ilospital
Associaticn to standardize acconnting systems in
hospitals of the llaritime Plovinces.

1949-Decision to remain united to the Catholic Hospital
Association of the United States and Canada.

19 50-Newfoundland invited to join the Conference.

Episcopal Commis-sion requested formation of Com-
niittee of Bishops' representatives, one priest being
nominated by each of the eight Conferences and
a p p o i n l e d  b y  h i s  O l d i n a r l ' .

lg5l-Convention at Antigonish attended by Rev. John J.
Flanagan, S.J., Executive Director of the Catholic
Hospit:il Association.

1952-The Maritime Conference made detailed and corn-
prehensive recommendations for the organization
of the Catholic Hospital Council of Canada on the
patte:n of the Catholic Hospital Association.

1954-Delegates from St. Clare's Mercy Hospital, St.
John's, Newfoundland, first registered for Maritime
Conference Convention, held this year in Saint John,
Neg'Brunswick.

The Catholic Hospital Council of Canada re-
organized as the Catholic Hospital Association of
Canada, becoming virtually autonomous, while re-
taining a liaison with the Catholic Hospital As-
sociation which provides Cathoiic hospitals in
Canada with many of the services of the American
body.

1955-Medico-Moral Institute sponsored by Maritime Con-
ference and conducted at Moncton. N.B. bv Rev.
Gerald Kel lv ,  S,J .

1956-Reverend Mother Ignatius, C.S.M., Antigonish, Nova
Scotia, co-founder of the Maritime Conference, re-
ceived the George Findlay Stephens Memorial
Award.



Survey and study of "Spiritual Orientation" in
Catholic Hospitals of the Maritimes by Rev. E.
Chiasson.

1958-Associations of Chaplains formed in Antigonish and
(jointly) in the Dioceses of Moncton and Bathurst.

"Bill 320" first discussed.

1959-The Conference and its hospitals urged by the
Canadian Catholic Conference of Bishops to study
the social doctrine of the Church, and to apply it.

1961-Inservice Education and Nursing Education work-
shops conducted in conjunction with the Annual
Meeting in St. John's, Newfoundland, by Sister
Agnita Claire, SS\t, and Sister Mary Emeline, SSM
of Saint Louis, 1\Iissorrri.

1962-The name, "Maritime Conference of the Catholic
Hospital Association" changed to "Atlantic
Conference."

1964-Sister Catherine Gerard, Halifax, Nova Scotia, and
Sister Mary Ruth, Saint John, New Brunswick, both
members of the Executive of the Atlantic Confer-
ence, elected Regents of the American College of
Hospital Administrators for their respective regions.

Mother Audet and Sister Carroll, R.H.S.J. cele-
brated their golden jubilees at Campbellton.
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