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Pfayer to Mary Immaculate
Ilost Holy and Immaculate Virgin Marv, we pr-osrrafe ourselves at thy

feet to offer thee our homage, to manifest our gratitude and io implore thy aid.
I t  is lhou. O good Mother. who hast led us into this Congregation which is under
thy maternal protection arlal hast obiainetl for us the privile;e of becomitrg
l l Le  spouses  o l  r l r y  D i v i ne  SoE .

Ferfect thv work, O good Vother, that we may p3ssess the vir iues ot oul
holy state. May we be pure, humble, obedielt  ard united to e3d by the bonds
of the mosi periect love.

We reconrmend to thy maternal Bolicituale all the vorks conflaled to oul
cnr'e; our Congregation of which thou ar ' t  the f irst Superior; our. beDefactors
ancl al l  those recornmerldeal to our Diayers. Cast thine eve of melcy on the
sick. the poor, ihe aged anal the orDhan that they may be a,ssisteal ancl ccnsoleal.
l fal '  we, bv our virtrres. be fhy glor.y in ihis worlal so that we may form thJ
cro$'n i l r  heaven. -{Dren.



-

Eefole a statue ot  lhe Rlesseal  Virg i t ,  on October '30|h,
17: lS,  f , IadaDre d 'Youvi l le  and her '  f i rs t  comDaniols tooj i
the resolut ior  to conseclate thei l  l ives to the dest i tute
lnenrbels of  Jesus-Chr ist .
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TO OUR I IOTHER AND FOUNI)RESS
VENERAl]1-E I{-\RGUERiTE D'YOUVILLE

THIS BOOI{
IS I,OVI\-CI-Y DEDICI\TI]I) L]Y HEI{ YOUNGEST

D.\UGHTERS
TIIE GIili\. SISTT'RS OF TH]] I.\I]I,{CUI,- \'1-E CO\ICE]]TION

I'EIIBITOKE

Prayer to obtain the beatif ication of the Venerable Seryant of God.
( )  EteInal  Fathel , ,  Who af t  re _\uthol  of  the a( lmirable d isposrt ions

cnglaveD in ihe hear. t  of  Veuelahte l lo iher c l . Ionvi l le ,  c l .o\ r -n ThI  g i f ts  by
D i a . i n E  o D  t h e  h e a d  o t  T h v  f a i i h f u t  S e l v a n f  t h e  h a l o  o f  t h e  b t e s s e d .  s o  t h r L
her v i l fnes D)ay shine rr lofe b l ighl lv  for .  re greater .  e i l j f icat icn of  souls atrd
t l l f  greater '  g lor ' l r  ot  Thy Dane_ -{n1er.

50 days i l l i l  lgence.

O tr l te lDal  Father. .  g lo l i fy  Thy Servanl .  VeDelable l lo ther d,youvi ] le;  $,e
beseech Thee th lough fhe Sacled Hearr  of  Jes[s.  (3 t imes)

200 alays indulgence.



,{ t  the sight of a l i t t le chi ld stabbed aDal lying oD lhc
ice, -\{adan€ d'Yorvi l le took tbe lesolut ion to adopt on(l
cale for abaDcloned chi ldren.
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Grey Sisters of the Immaculate Conception
Pembroke. Ontario

The Corgregation of the erey Sisters of the Immaculate Conception is a
blaDch of the Gt.ey Sisters'  IDsti tute (the f irst alfCanaalian rel igious coDr_
jn[[ i ty) founded in Montr.eal,  in 1?38, by Venerable trIother al,youvi l le

This holy Foundress. botn in the year 1?01. in the vi l lase of Varennes rn
Quebec, was a val iant wonan burning with chal, i ty for ihe poor, anrl  trer l i te
of seventl '  veals was a consDi.uous example of al l  vir tue.

She r,!as born October 15, 1?01, at Varennes, near ]{ontr.eal,  in re sejgnioria]
rnanor of her grandfather, Rene Gauthier ale VarenDes, $.ho haal dieal golrel 'Dot:
of Three Rivers, in 1689. Her t |o rel '  was his daughtel. ,  Marie Renee cte
Vai ennes, sister of tbe tamous exDlorer of re Canaalian West, pierre Gauthier cle
la \ :erendlye. Her father was Lieutenant de LajenDerais, a Bleton ger eman.
$.ho cane to Canaala in 1687 to f lsht the hoquois. and did i i  nobly. He married.
i l r  JaDuaIy, 1?01, the daughter of the late seigneur. of Varennes, ani l  their i rst
clr i ld. boh that sarne veal on the feasi of St. Thelesa, was l{al ie Malguerite,
th) fr l tule foundresa of the Grey Nuns. Ai seveD vears of age, l larguerite
los.t hel iather anal began to feel the pinch of poverty. At ten years of age
she Nas seDi io fhe Ulst l ine X{o[astpry al euebec fol her prir11ar'v edncation.
'Nhich had been begul jn ]rer. rrother's hoDre_ l{alguel i te proved a vet,),
asriduous siudent duri lg the two yeals rat she was a convent sir l ,  She
lelulned horDe in -{uaust, 1?14, when nol yet r ir , teeD years olal,  to help her
rnothel io bl ing uD the lounger bloihers anal sisters, To her three brothers
(trvo of \rhom beci lme priests while t tre thircl  i l ieal exploring Lake . lvinniDeg)

aDd iwo sistefs (both of whom Dran' ieal).  Marguel, i ie proveal a loving and
helD{ul Big Sister. When she was eighteen, her lvi i loweal uo rel nan.iecl the
scjorr of an Ir ish nobte familv. Timothy O,SuIivan, a physician \vho had
selved as a majol ir  the alrnies of SDain anal haviDg beeD captureal at sea by
ihr English and brought prisoner of \ , i -al.  to Nex, Engtanal, haal macte tr is
wat'  to CaDada. In August, 1?22, l larguerite n al l ieal a rathel r ich and velr.
goodlooking Iolrtrealet, Francois d'. i 'ouvi l le. T]re lest of her l i fe $as speDr
iD f lontreal.  ] l ladame al 'yorlvi l le suffel.eal f i rst f i .onr the crankiness ot tet.
rnoiher- iD,la$. and then from re col i lness of her husbanal. Four of her chitdr,el l
r ' l ier i  in infancv. Her husbanal i l issiDated his patr irnoly arr i l  hel '  dowrv aDd
afte! treai ins her'  shaneful lv . l iecl in 1?30, leaving his wiclow rleeDly in i lebt.
trkrdame ci Youvi l le, wlto hai l  l rever. r 'eDt.oachedl hel.  husband for his oul l 'aseolrs
couduct, deeply laDented his loss.

The widow Youlr i l le. or d'youvi l le (to give her the omcial folrn of hel
r; \nre which, however. she nevel signei l) ,  oDened a s:hoD. suppot.ted herself  an.l
her two voung sons, boih of $'hon becaDre priesis, Daii l  off  her husbanct,s alebts.
aDal devoteal al l  the t ine ani l  monev she coukl spare to re care ot the poor
and uDfortunate. Her'  .hariLy r l-as so univer.sal that she al ial  not hesiLate to
go l)eggjns thlough the si l 'eets of f lontreal to secure funds fol. the Jrurial
of cl ' iDinals. I ' Iean\l .hi le. r lnaleI fhe guialance of her S[lpician al irectors,
esDecial ly Rev. Father Louis Nol 'mant, she haal learned to lvelcol1te tr ials ani l
sul ler jDgs. poverty and insults, as neaDs of acquil . ing a nore i l ial  trust i l . l



VENERABLE NOTHER d'YOUVILLE

In the af te l roon oi  l la ] '  18th,  1765, f l re reduceal  the

Grey l -uDnelX to ashes.  ID presence of  the ru ins,  l ladanre

d'Youvi l le excla i r  ecl  * i t l l  a  voice f i l led Ni th love ard

conl l i lence,  to the s is ie l  s  anal  DooI around hel  :  " l l l '

ch i lahen. le l  u.s lec i te t l le  TE DEUII  to thank Got l  for

the cross He has just  seDl us,"



the Elelnal  Father anal  a more al is interestei l  love of  Jesurs an' l  His pool '  On

December 31,  173?, she anal  three companions,  act ing upon the a ' lv ice of  Father

Nolmant,  resolvedl  to devote their  pelsons aDal  their  goocls to the serv ice of  the

poor.  This resolut ion was put  into ef fect  on Octobel  S0'  1738'  when \ Iadame

d'Youvi l le anal  her three comDanions opened a hospice for  the poor on Notr ' { l

naDre Street ,  Montreal ,  a l ra l  thus began the Grev Nun Community Thei l

society was as yet  only a secular  lay organizat ion,  and they wore no re l ig iots

habi t .  They wele gl  eeteal  bv the peoDle of  Iontreal  wi th insul is  and s lon€s

anal  vere s landeronsty sty leal  the "Soeur 's Gr ises "  The r l 'ord "gr is"  in French

rneans both "g iddv" and "grev,"  anal  i t  was in the evi l  sense thai  i t  was

f i rst  sneer ingly aDpl ie i l  to Maalame al 'Youvi l le 's  companions when in 17t ;

l t lAdalne t l 'Youvi l le 's  socjetv 1. l 'as,  bv the author i iv  of  the BishoD of  Quebec

raisei l  io  the Iank of  a d iocesan 'omDuri ty .  she and her ' io lDpanions ( ihose

gley as the coloul  of  thei l  habi t  to perpetuaie and Slor i ty  ihe naDe gr"er

them in i le l is ion.  Since then the rra lne Soelr ] 's  Gr ises,  the Grey Nuns'  has beer l

a t j l le  of  hoDour ' ,  a badee of  consecrat ion and a s ign of  ser ' l i re '

On Car{ l le lDas.  1?45, af ter  iheir  l i t t le  hospice had beer bulned'  l ladarr le

( l  Yorrv i l le  ard heI  ro l rpanions s igned a Drore conrpleTe dedicat ior  ot  iherr

l i r ies anal  their  proDel ' tv  to the selv i .e of  the Docr '  In 1?47, f , Iadame d Yorrv i l le

1\ 'as s iven Dl 'ov is ional  charge of  t l le  lar 'ge Genelal  Hospi ta l  ot  f {oDrIeal  : r

hospice for  the poor,  establ ished in 1692 by Lhe Chaton Brothers TlLe I i iDq

of l l lan( 'e,  not  aDDIoving of  the fo lmat ior , I  of  a ner i '  c loDrr l luni ly  of  n l lDs i j l

CrxDaala,  or{ leIe( l  their 'exp ls ion f rom the hospi lat '  1 l 'h ic l  o l i le I  Nas drxst icai l l '

DroDulgatecl  br  the Govelnor General  the Bishop an' l  the Interdani  of  New

tr ' r 'ance,  iD Octobel ,  1?4S Faiher Nolmant howevel"  was able to exel | ise

such i r f luence lhat  1{ .Dl Ieat  \ ' !as not  del} l ived of  l le l '  11ospice Io l  the Door '

r ror ' lhe hosDi.e c leFr ivcd of  the ser 'v ices ot '  the Gley Nlrns He succePded uo

1\€l l  tbai  i  1?52. Loujs XV bv Roval  Let leIS Patert  conl i rnred lTar lar lc

d l 'ouvi l le  iD the chalge ol  ihe Genelal  HosDit l l l  o f  f , ' Iontr 'eal-  T$-o IeaIS

laie] '  Rishop de Pont l ) l iar t  8r 'anted her '  col l l l l ru i ty  car lonica]  erect ion ar l ' l  on

Jrr ly  25.  1,-5; ,  f {ar lanle a l 'Youvi l le  ard hel  r i l re senio}  conrpanions iool i  t f  i '

h( , l I  habi i -  ' fhe.ro n l l rn i tv  then consisted of  ten plofesse' l  s is le ls i rnd t1\ ' r )

The NaI bet$een Elglanal  a l i tL FraDce io l  the pcssessio of  Cana' l r l  \ ras

i i l r f a a l y  u n d e r '  \ ! a v  a n d : o o n  t h e  C l e y  \ u n s  h o s p i t a l  h 6 r ' L  h a l b o u r ' e d  N i i h i n  i t r

\a1ls.  Dlr i  l l le l  e ly the aged Door 'of  Loth sexes,  fa l len wonlerr  l r lsaDe l re lsol l l i '

t h c s c s u f f e r i n g f ! ' o 1 r 1 i n c u r ' a b ] e d i s e a s e s a u ( l f r ' o ] I t h e S n l a ] l p c x e p i r l e : r i t | . l r u t

a lso Nouni led Engl ish sold ier 's  The lof t t  tove of  f {adarne i l 'Youf i l le  for  h '11

fel lo{ ' r l ran is  admir 'a l ) lv  exemDl i f ied l )v the far t  tbat  she hal l )oure ' l  Engl i i l l

t o l d i e f s \ v h o \ L e f e . < c o r r t i n g i n t l l e n e i S h b o u l . h o o d a D d s o u g l r t s a t e t ] . j 1 1 1 L l 1 ]

i rospi ia l .  These ener l l ies of  Fran'e she hi ' l  in  the vaul ls  of  the conrent  chaDei

t i l l  a  cor lvenient  nronrei t  for  esca]re Dle 'qentc ' l  i tsel f  [ -hen the Br j t ish fotces

.aDtuled l ' loDt l 'eal  oD the Feart  o i  i t re ] iat i f  i tv  of  the Blessed \ r i rg i l r  I ' Ia fy '

i t l  1;60.  thev leal ize( l  that  iD the Gr 'ev Nuns ihev fo[nd not  nat ional  eremies'

l l  t  Clu is l ian t r iends.

l IadaDe cl 'Youvi l le  lost  Do t ' i  e in larrent ing the la i lure of  FraD(:e to

hold Canada She real iTet l  that  thele $as an equal  opportuni ty for  Dr ' : lc t is ing

rel ig io l r  and char i tv  unaler  the Br i t ish f lag.  ant t  she set  aboul  at  once not



-\  young English solcl ier,,  pursuei l  by an t loquois,
penetrated into the courlrunity lr .here Maalarne al,youvi l le
lvas nraking a tent. The chal. i table Mo rel was irrspirerl
to l i t f  the tent and moticD to the soldief to hiale unaler '
l leath i t ,  thus savirrg hiDr fr 'om the wl,al ir  of his pursuer.



Drer 'e ly to maintaiD het  care cf  the pool ,  but  a lso ro develoD iL.  To sa\ .e
toundl ings f rom aly ing of  expcsurc,  she opene. l  in the Gr.er  Nunnety a fonndl iDg
asr luDr-  \vhcn in 1765 t l le  whole hosDi ia l  \ ra. !  bulned to the groun. l  jn  a
.oDf lagrat ion which s\ \eDi  a la l .ge part  of  Uontreal ,  th is remarkal) le \ \ 'oul : r r l
sho$'ed her ext lnold inarv fx i th aDd hoDe in cod's Pr 'ovidence bv kneel ing
i l  the srolv and leci l ing ihe Te DeuDr wj th her s iste ls,  to thank God tor  tb i !
new t l ia l .  The Genelal  HosDi la l ,  or  Crey , \unnelr  as i l  is  no11'  mole [sual ly
c: l ied,  \ \as Iebui l t  i11 1?66, thanks laLsel ,v to the fact  ihat  i t  .shal 'eal  proDoi

t lor iate l ' l ' '  jn  the tunds genelousl l  cont l ibr ted tc the f i re suf fete ls of  l lontreal
bv t l te Pr 'otesiant  ( i t izers oI  Londo:r .  - { t  the same t ine,  Madane r l 'YLrul i l le
s[o\ed hFr i lust  in the fu lu le of  her '  coDDluni ty aDd of  Canai la bI  buying.
' | \ i r l t in  a n lonth of  lhe burning of  the GIe) Nl l l1nery.  the seigtreut '  o[
Cira ieauglay,  \ {h ich iate l  l }ecarDe a gleat  source of  levenue. l lo ther d 'Yout i l le
i rsDi led hel  co r l ruDi iv  wi th her own unhesi tat ing ccnf iderce in the EtcfDaI

lathel  aD{ l  her l )o l rndless love of  Jesl is  Chr ist  an( l  the poor ' .  \ \ rhe[  sh]  d ied.

I lecelr lber '  23.  1771. i l le  e ighteen surv iv iDq s isters $ 'ere able to car ' r t -  .m hel

nol) lc  \ \ 'o lk .  - { .entulv la ier ' .  Rorre.  Nhi .h is  so s lo$_ to pronour lce on tha

er:L! 'aold i rarv sanat i l r  of  ar . r"  ] r1ol ia l ,  Del l l t i t ted th- .  inf loduct ion oI  th l  carrse

o f  l , c l  b e a t i f i c a t i r n .  g i v e s  u s  i n  a  s i D s l e  p a l a S r ' a p }  a r l  o f n ( i a l  b i o { r ' a D h r "  o t  t l r e

rur lv  Cr11ai l inn-bc) l l  Venpr 'able:

" T h e  s e r v a D i  o f  G o d ,  - l I a r ' i e  l l a t g u e l i t e  D u f r ' c s t  d e  T , n j e m r r e l a i s .  t h e  r v i d o ! 1

d' l -o l lv i l le ,  boln in ihe rear 1?01 i i  a r i l lage cal ler l  \ rar 'er lne. ! ,  in  Lo1\-e l  Canadtr .

\ ras.er ta iu l t  a val iant  1\o an bur 'n i rg \ \ . i lh  zeal  fcr  the poor ' .  In the di f fe lent

s i : . . tes of  l i f . r  ih lough 1\11i .h.  arcold ins to t l te r l iv ine Dlan,  she t lassed.  she
gi{r 'e a cansDicuous exarnple of  a l l  r i l tues.  She foutded | tn lnst i iu te of  Siste l 'n,

\ 1 ] o s e  a i n r  i s  t o  s n . c o u l  a s s i d u o u s l v  t h e  D a o l  a l r d  t h e  a b a n d o n e r l ,  a n r l  t o  l r l ' o c u " r
f o l ' i h e n r  a l l  t h e  b e n e R t s  o f  m e r c i f u l  . r h a l ' i i ! _ .  T h i s  I n s t i t u t e ,  G o d  a b i ( 1 i n g .  h a r

ncL areased ro DIo( i  ce abl l r ldar l t  f r 'n i i .  l l 'he Selvanf  of  God. adolned l ) t  cele-qt i i l

g i r ( e s ,  d l e \ r  h e r ' l a s t  l ) r ' e a t l L  D e c e m l ) e r ' 2 : .  1 7 ? 1 .  l e t r \ ' i r l s  a  b r i l l i A n t  r ' e t ) u t . r l i o r r

lor .  s i rnct iLy."

PoI  seveD de.a. les efrer  the { leath of  Yenerable l lother d 'You.r_ i l le ,  f rorr l

1 i71 io 1320. the GIet '  Nuns coDf ineal  thei l  act iv iL ies io r lorshipping Go( i .

snn. t i f -v ins thci l  souls ancl  serv i lg ihe poor and aban( ior ' ' r r l  iu  the Gre!

Nuir l le lv  of  ] Ionir 'eal .  Then i r  1840 thev began to answel  the cal l  to \ :o l l i

in  othel '  Dal is  of  Canada. Ti l l  1S40 thele \ ras not ,  Der l rarei t lv  at  a]1v late.

a s i rg le conveDt of  nuns anywhele iD Canada onfs ide the Province of  Q[ebec.

The l {ar i t ime Provinces,  Uppel  Canada ani l  the North 
' lvest  

were c la lnoul iDg

for  le l ig io1ls to sta lT schools,  hosDita ls ard asYlums, The Gr 'ey Nuns wele

ar lonq thp l i rs t  io aDs* 'e l  th is cal l .  When Sister  l lc l {u l leD, a Scot  f lo l r l

Glengarry,  Upper canada (El izabeth Folbes.  dauahter of  John Forbes ard

.{nn Mcl)onnel l  of  St .  -A. !a l re$'s.  UDper Canada. and grand_aunt of  ] Iost  Re\.

\ \ ' i l l ian Forbes.  fo l r r rer  ArchbishoD of  Ottawa) was their  l {otber General .

ihev estal ) t ished theDrselves in 18i1,1 on the Red River i r  the present Drovin" t r

of  l lani toba.  and i r  1S45 on ihe Ottawa Rivel  at  Bvtown. At  ihe same t in l . l

ther ' '  wele sDrei ta l ing in ihe Province of  Quel lec.  Iaving oDeneal  a house at

SL. Hyacinth in 18{0.  anal  iD Quebec Ci tv in 1849. St .  Hvacinth,  Qrel)ec ard

Olta! , ! 'a  becaDre ar lonomous GIev \un cornDruni t ies,  descended f i 'om, aDd

moi le l leal  af1er.  that  of  l {onfreal  but  independent of  i i .  The missions iD the



Venelable Mother al ' l Iouvi l le imparts to the inal igents
hel, felvent devotion to Gocl the Father andl confiCence irl
the Divine Pr.ovidence.



l-

CaDaal iaD Drair iea cont inued to be staf fed and di recLed f rom re Montreai
l ' [ot i ierhouse,  ot  which today they form three prosperous plovinces.

] Iean\ \h i le the great  potato famine cast  iLs shadow of  a leath over h ighly,
pct)u lated rural  heland.  and as the I r ish tenants were not  a l lowed to touch
the Dlent i fu l  grain fhai  thcy ra ised for  their  landlords,  fhey haal  the choice ol
e i lhel  s ia lvat ion or .  enr ia laf ion.  Upon the heels ot  re fanine lo l lowedl
De.r t i lence and these terr ib le tyDhus ger.ms were car. r ieal  by the emigt .ants as
th ' iv  cr 'ossed ihe -A. t lant ic  i l , I  . ro. ! r 'ded ships.  Montreal  faceal  rhe problen of
cal iDg fo l  a tvDhus'sf l icken amrv of  I r ish inmigrants.  In such a c l " is is  the
Cat lo l ic  Ohul ,ch never fa i ls .  Her pr iests anal  hospi la l  s is ter- .s are ever at  thc
s€r ' r ' i .e  of  the s ick ani l  dy ine The crey Nuns welcoDreal  Lhis oDDoltur i ty
for  helo ic sel f -abnegat ion.  anal  seveD of  them died rnar. tyrs ot  char i ty .

. \D equal  -ccoDe to l '  herojs l r l  was of fe ied in ihe dimcul t  n, I is ,s ions of  the
Ir?:err t  Dl 'ov inces of  f {ani ioba,  Saskat .hewan and -{ lberta.  In a l l  three th3
Grel 'Nul ls  t rorn ] l lontr 'eal  l . rere the pioreel '  re l ig ioLls havinA been at  St .  B(rn i face.
l \ Iani loba.  in 184,1.  a l  I le  a la Crosse,  Norfhern Saskatchewan in 1360. anal  at
I -ake St .  - \ l rne,  Lac La Biche an. l  St .  Albel t  in .A. lbel ta by 1863. A11at st i t l
Iaf I ler 'nor ' th d id the crev NuDS accoDrDany the Ol) late t r 'a thers in their r  Inal ian
rI i -<sions.  In - {ugust ,  1867, the: , '  were establ isheal  in the Vicar iate of  - { thabasca-
lTa.heDzie norLh of  the s ix i ieth Daral let  of  lat i iude.  Their  work at  For l
Plovider lce on the l lackenzie Ri1 'er  (186?),  Fort  Chipewyan, on Lake At labaskt
( 1 5 7 4 ) .  a t  F o r t  R e s o l u t i o r ,  o n  c l e a f  S l a v e  L a k e  ( 1 9 0 i 1 ) .  a t  F o I t  S m i 1 h ,  F o I t
Sirnpsol  and l , I . ] i lur lay,  has tound a srmDaihet ic  c luonic ler  i l l  Rev.  p.

D[cbaussois,  O.f { . I .  The Ens] ish ver.s ion of  h is "Grev Nuns in the Far Nort i l "
1v:r :  Dubl is \ .o( l  befole the ! is te ls went st i l l  far ther north to re I tsk in1or
,r t  - \k lavik.  one of  the is tands in the det ta of  the f ' Iackenzie River.  This
nlosl  nol theln convent in Lhe wol ld is  s i tuated near lhe sevent ieth dcgree or
lat i tude noI th,  and is  solne two hundreal  mj les north of  the -{ rc i ic  Cir .c le_
tr l \ jdeDt ly Venel ,able ITothel  d 'Youvi l le 's  daughiers are not  weakening jn

thei l  zeal .

Dul ing the sa e t iDre thai  the crey Nuns wer.e estabt i ;shing t t rese dimcnl t
tn iss jons i r ]  fhe \Yest ,  they spread out  widely in the Plovince of  Quebec.  St .
HyacjDth bpcalne the mothel  of  the autonomous community of  Nicolet ,  anr l
today the foul  Grey NuD Conlruni t ies having rnother horses in the Province
oi  QLlebe. .  f {ontreal ,  St .  Hvacint ] r .  Qr lebec and Niro let ,  have ovel '  three thousand

l n  1 8 , 1 5  f o u r  G r e y  N u n s ,  h e a d e d  b y  U o t h e l , B r u y e l e ,  l e f t  M o n h e a l  u D o n  t h c
invi rat ion of  Bi8trop Pl ie lan,  -q.uxi l ia ly  ani l  Aduinist rato l  of  Kingston Diocesc
( l r 'h i .h then inclualed al l  Ontar io) .  a l ra l  set t le i l  in  Bytown, the future capi t  ]
of  the Dominion of  Canada. The Cley Nuns of  B]r ton.n,  aheaal t .  quasi-

inde])enudent of  l {ontreai ,  became a fu l ly  autonomous conlmuni ty iD 1854-
Thet later  iook thp name oI  the Gre1.  NtDs of  the Cross.  The toundat ion in
Bl town noblv uDheld the centuly-old reputat ion of  the Grey N[Ds fo l  t r tsr
i ] ]  the Plovidence ot  the Eier 'nat  Fathet ,  and fo l .  love of  Jesus Chr ist  anal  His
poor.  l lo thel  Bluyere,  who was qui te a reDrarkable re l ig ious,  had renrained
suDel io l ' teneral  of  the Gley Nuns of  Lhe Oro:ss i i l l  her  deaih i l1 1876.

I1 $ i l l  be nol i .ed that  the crey NuDs of  the Cr.oss,  $.h i le .ont inuing the
tr .d i t ions establ ished by Venerable Vother d 'Youvi l le ,  d i f fered in three poiDLs
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f ro ln the rrother '  f , Iontr .eal  corrr ruui tv-  The f f rst  rvas that  the Ottawa
colDmuni ty Lr l idel took f l 'oDr the beginning educat icnal  as we]1 as chat i tablc
\ . ro lk-  The needs of  ihe f i lne I 'equir 'ed th is.  T i l l  1868 the Gl .ey Nur ls rvere re
only re l ig ious cournuni ty in the Ottawa Yal ley.  l loreover,  iDpa]t ing Ca rol ic
e( t  .a l jo[  io the youth j ]s  just  as necessa) 'y  a char. i fy  as tenal jnE re s ick and
.al i l lg  fo l '  the aacd Door.  - {s i t  was the expt .ess desir 'e of  ihe VeDelable
Forndless lhal  hcr  s ister 's  "as srvants of  the Door.  r r rusl  be ever.  ready t r )
uni ler take anv k ind oI  sood $ 'ork of fered thenr by Div ine pl .ovia lence anci
aul l ro l izet l  by iheir  suDer iors."  the cr 'ey Sister ' :  of  the Cr.oss added to their
othel  $rolks ot  chal i ty  that  of  the educat ion of  youth.  This lat te l ,  vork Nas
fol  the benef i t  of  both French-speakiDg aDd Eigl ish-speaking Cathol ics.  Whi ie
the language of  the Conlnuni ty was essent ia l ly  French,  i t  rvas necessaly tor
t i re coDt inuance of  the work unf lef taken aDrong the Engl ish,speakinS Ca rol i rs
ihat  srr f f lc ient  subje. ts should l )e received \yho would be capable of  haDdl ing
ihe \ rork in t r lns l ish schools.  Helce j t  1{as f inal ly  founr l  necessary to establ ish
EDgl ish-speaking branches of  the ConrrnuDity.  In 1921 the EDgl ish,speaking
l louses ihat  had bpen establ ished in rDany places in the Uni ted Stales 1le l .€ j
fo lnted in io a separate Engl ish 's!eaking ComnlLr: r i ty ,  independeDt of  the Otta l ra
l lorherhouse, and bear ing the t j l le  of  "Grey Nuns of  fhe Sacred Heart . "  wi t l ,
l lo therhouse at  Phi ladelDl ' r ia.  t r ' ive years later .  in 1926, the Engl i rsh-speaking

Sis icr 's  working in Canada forrred a seconi l  EDgl ish speaking f {othelhouse for

the carry ing on of  thei l  educat ional  work among t l ,e Engl ish-speaking Canadians.
The Grey Sjs ie ls of  the lmrDaculate Concept ion $ 'as the t i t le  chosen for  t l r i i j
la iest  fouDalat ion,  The l l lo therhou:e was op€ned in Pernbroke on August  1; ,

1926, rv i th the approval  and blessing of  the Holy See whi .h corfen'ed on the ne\ t
poDt i f ical ly-ere. ied Comnluni iy  a l l  the pl iv i leges of  The Corgregat ion f r .oDr

\ h i c h  t h p  n e w  l ) ! a D . h  h a d  s e D a l a t e d ,  i h e  G I e y  N u n s  o f  t h e  C r ' o s s .

Mother d'Youville's Daughters
(The Grey Nuns)

f{other d 'Youvi l le 's  daughters today nurnber rnrre thar l ive thousand.
$ho labour in ovel  three hundreal  establ i !hrneDts.  Anong lhese at  e or .Diranages,
host) i ta ls,  t ra in ing s.hools fo] '  nul  ses.  hoDtes for  incurables,  homes for  the ageal ,
hones for-  \ r 'ork ing gi r ls .  IDdian and Eskimc ln iss ions,  inst i tu ies for  the bl ind,
i ] l rc t i tutes for  et l i lcDf ics.  foundl in_q asylums, pr i rnary schcols.  h igh schools,
Nc] . r ran S.hools and academies.  Grey \urs '  foundat ions may be tound in
r laDt '  Dlovinces of  Canada and in val ious states of  the Uni ted States,  as wel l
as in i :ar '  d istani  -q. laska,  the North West Terr i to l ies.  S.uth - \h. ica aDd China.

The GIpr Nu[s are one va. iL faDr i ]y .  - { l l  legard f {other d 'Youvi l le  as
ih€i l  Venelable Foundress;  a l l  ate engaged in the pel , fo l .natce of  thos€
corpor 'a l  and spi l i tual  r i 'orks of  lnelcy,  so dear Lo the Hear i  of  Chr ist  anal  so
eloquent ly preached by the r{ ,o lk and example of  their  revered t rorrndless,
S€rDarate conrnul , I i t ies of  Gr.ey Nuns have been founded i r1 f lonireal .  Si . .
F lvar infhe.  Nicolet ,  Quebec,  Ot lawa, Phi ladelphia and Pembroke.  They in
t l t ln  have establ ishments far  and wide- Nevertheless the alaughtels of  Mother
d ' l 'oavj l le  are al l  uni :ed.  by v i r tue of  their  Ie l ig ious vo\1 's,  by v i l , tue of  the
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closs thev xear and l )y their  generol is  endeavoul  to put  in io pract ice the
lessoDs of  fhe Cross.  They are uni ted in their  fa i thfu l  and constant  e l lor ts to
lu l l i l l  the solemD in junct ion vhich j .s  regarded as the last  wi l l  and testament
of  rheir  Venelable I 'oundless:  " - {hore al l .  l ive in such a way that  re most
Del lect  unior  1nar"  re jgn anraug yol l , "  

,

Grey Sisters of the Imrnaculate Conception
IYIOtnerno!rse

The f lot l le l 'house aud Novi i ia le ot  the Coigregat ion of  the Glej '  Siste ls
o t  t b e  I m  a c  l a t e  C o n c e D t i i r l  i s  D i c i u t e s q u e ] v  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  t r l a s i  e n d  o t
the ' fo$.n 

of  PeDbro}e,  on an eminence over lookiDg the Ottawa Rivel . ,  v i th
the hjsto l ic  - { l lu  et te Is land ly ing iD fu l l  v iew, and the beaut i fu l  Laulentrar
f , l louDtains in the distant  backgl .ornd.  Cedar hedges aioa< the street ,  which
give Dr ivacy a3 $ 'e l1 as beauty,  conceal  the wide-te l raced lawn, ar . t is t ical ly
la jd orr t  wi th Alavel  paths.  f lowets and s l l r .u l )s,  $here the Sisters are able
to eDjoy the benef l ts  of  outdoor-  recreat ioD and walks in the open air .

The CoDsreqat ion is  a b lanch ot  the Grey Siste l 's '  Inst i lu ie founded i l l
f lontreal  in 1?38 by Venerable yofher '  d 'Youvi l le .  This hoty FouDdless,  bol t l
in  t l te year 1701 in ihe v i l lase of  Valennes in Quebec.  was a val iant  womajr

bulDing wj th r ihar i tv  for  the Door.  and her l i fe oI  seventy years was i t
c .Jrspictous examDle ot  a1l  v i r tues,

This was the beginnirg of  the ColDmuni fy of  the Gley Sisters,  which,
af ier  vears of  st ruggle,  has sDlead i ts  branches not  only over the whole of
( lanada and man\r  parts of  the Uni led States but  even to the distant  f ie lds

of  ihe Foleisn f { iss ions.  Sisters of  ihe var ious branches of  the Grev Siste ls
are $or ' l t ina among the Indians on the sholes of  Hualson Bay,  in the f r i l  Nol lh

alror lg ihe Esi i iDos.  acr 'oss the bload Paci f ic ,  in Dagan Chira,  as wel l  cs among

the Npsl 'oes in fa l -a\ \ay ^{ f i ' ica.

I t  ' ras found necessAry to establ ish in 192G a separate Engl ish--rpeaking

Co mrrni t l "  berr ing rhe t i i le  of  Grev Sisters of  the Lnnaculafe CoDcept ion

lv i th oMthelhouse at  P€mbroke.  Ontar io,  fo l .  the purpose of  car ly i rg oD thei t ,

rducat ional  wolk aDroDq the Ensl  jsh-streaking Canadians,  The Conrrnur i i lv

l ron nlnrbers over th lee hurdled Drofessed Sister . ! .  With the glo$' th of  t le
CorrDruni ty arrd ihe davelopm€Dt of  i ls  rvorks,  many other n1issions w( j re
ol* ,Ded; and the Grey Siste ls o i  the In1r] raculate Concept ion are at  the plesent

t ime. 1946, zealously labour ing in t1 l 'enty- three di f ferent  mission f ie lds where.
as selvants of  the pool  aDd devoted daughters of  Xlother d 'Youvi l le ,  they havc

Lrndertaken the var jou,s good wolks of fer 'ed by Div ine Plovi i lence,

The Siste ls are ersaged in Hospi ta l  ' ,1olk,  teaching in Elernentar 'y  rnd

Hie:h Schools,  cal ing fo l '  ihe aged ard oIDhans.  Canadian Chinese Missi r iD

S{:hc,ols anr l  eveD in the far- fhDg fo le jgD mission f ie ld of  L ishui ,  China.

- \11 t l r lo l rgh these dj f lerent  brenches of  the Inst i t t te,  in spi te.of  i ts  var iety

of  works and \ ' j { l€sDread aDostolate,  the Sisters have endeavoured to reta in

t1 le pr imi t ive spir i t  inspireal  by their  Vererable Foul i l ress;  ] Iother a l 'Youvi l le ,

nalnely.  a bounal less love of  Jesus Chr jst  ancl  the Door.  wi tb an unhesi tat ing

confdence in Di \ ' ine Providence.  founded on a chi ld l iEe devot ion to the

E l F n r b  I  F c r h . f .
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The Convent of MarY Immaculate
Pembroke

Ir 18GE. the Dar' ish Driesi of Penrbroke, Father John Gii l ie '  appl ied to the

cley Nuns' Morhelhouse in Ottawa, tol Sistels to establ ish a convent in l t i_q

parish. On May 15, 1868, three Grev Nuns. Sister Kirby, Sister Whelan and

Sister Louise. carne to open the new mission Stster Ki lby' who f ive yeals

earl ier haal fou[alecl the l i rst Grev Nun establ ish ent in Ogdensburg, N'Y, was

the SuDelior chosen to 1av securelv the foundation in PeDbroke, and this

offce she helal for seventeen vears-vears which r;vere filleal with abundant

goorl works of zeal anal charity-
The f lrst house occuDiecl bv the Sisters, lvhich later became the f irs '

Pc,Nbroke Hospital,  is now 557 Pembroke Street East. The f irst Mass in the

Lower' To*'n CoDvenl was of lerei l  on Julv 3, 1868. by tr 'ather James Lynch ol

Al l [Detie Islantl .  On SeDtember' 1, 1868. Sisrer WhelaD began to ieach the

qir ls '  4lass of thirtv pupi ls in the SeDarate School, which was near the church

al1d convent in Lolvel' Town
-4s soon as i t  was real izcd lhat the centre of poDulai ioD had deffnitel-v

shif tecl f tom Lower' Town to upDer TowD it  became necessary fo move the

CoDvenr. school anal Church. The main lort ion of the present Convent of l lar-Y

IDlnaculate was bui l t  in 18?1 and 18?2, the colnelstone being laid on June 25'

1371. Oi Septernber 2, 18?2. school oDeneal in the new conveni with ' fol ty

rJUDils Dlesent. The l irst Mass was saial in ihis Convent ot l l larv Immaculate

on the feast of the Nativi tv of the Blesseal vi lgir,  SepteNber 8, 18?2 In 190:l

a new wilg as adaleal. provial ing a chapel, alolni lorv, music hal l ,  studlv ]al l

aDd class room. In spite of this aalal i t ion the Colrvent is st i l l  too snal l  and

frrrals al 'e rreedeal fol the buj lding of another wing to provide a laboratoly, s

gyrnnasiurD ani l  a lalgel aual i for ium. On October 1?, 1908, a'  statue of thc

Elessed virsin, alonateal bv the l l isses O'Meala. was erectei l  in the new wiDg

over- ihe eDtrance on Renfiew Street
This ^q.cademv, wlich is a boarding school ani l  day school, is favourabl] '

si tuated on Renfrew Street, PeDrbroke, tacing the Ottawa River and the

Laulentians. Careful attention is given to the physical,  spir i tual and moral

training ani l  welfare ot the puDils. .  The clarsses incluale at l  81ades f iom Primar!

to Grade XIII .  ani l  al l  the subjects plescribed by the Ontario Department ot

Education are taught. Graduation exercises are held each veal '  tor GIa' lc

XII (Junior Matriculat ion) ani l  Graale XIII  (SenioI Matr iculat ion) Pupil :r

rrav ohtain ful l  stanal ing for entlance to a trainind school tor nulses or a

Nolmal School for stualent teachers. Special faci l i t jes are offered to tr ' renci"_

sDcaliinq stualents who alesire to lcarn the EDglilsh language Thele is a

coDrDlete Commercial Course which equips pupils to f f l l  successful ly val ious

Dosit ions in the business worlal The l lusic and Singing Departnent velv

emciently Drepares pupilB for the exaDinations of the Dominion College alrd

the ToroDto Conservatory of Music,

The Conyent annals also recor'al the names of Drany dist inguished Bishops'

Drenbels of the clergy aDd lay men and women rl 'ho have been benefactors cI

this inst i tut ion through the years, from its founalat ion in 18?1 to the presel l t

dav. These revereal fr ienals of the Colvent receive a dai ly Dlemento in the

Dlavers ot the Sisters, who now are pleaseal to have an opDortunity of paying

thenr this tribute of glateful apDreciation.
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The Eganville Separate and Continuation

School and Convent

The Egauvj l le Separ.ate Schoot dates back to Lhe early sixt ies. Classes
\,!  ele f irst held in a cooDer's shoD aDd later in the town hal l .  Recolals si low
that in 186? lhe puDils were ta[ght in a log school house bui l t  on the chtlci l
grolrnd, on the vi l lage side of the Convent of dre Sacred Heart,  re cornet,
sicrne of whiah was laid -q.Dgu,st 25. 18?2.

O1r August 24, 1873, three Gr'ey NuDS arl ived f i .om Ottawa, ani l  oD Septernbei
S. lS?3. they openeal classes in the convent \r i th sixty gir ls registerei l ,  of vrhou
a lcw $rele boaldlers. In 1880, the boys were transferleal fron ihe olal school td
t l le convenl. -As early as 1386 ptDils $.er.e pr 'eDared for exarrinatiols, set by
the Ontal io DeparlDenl of Education. This work has beeD continued aDd nolr
i l lc ludes the Elementary and Secondaty Courses leaal ing to Jutior and Senior
]{atr iculat ion Drescri l)ed by the DeDartnent of Education.

Holy Thursday night, Apri l  23. 1943, the CoDvent anal School were destroyed
by l i re. Only the walls remained anal toalay they iorm the walls of the new
Sacred HealL Convent, residence for the Sisters. Classes were resumeal after
Easter in fhe Parish Hall  ol St. James' Church.

A new f ireproof school wl l ich replaceal the olal,  historic structure was beguri
in 1944. and openecl in SeDtenrber. 1945. This sDacious school i .s a bui lding
of which Egalvi l le, a parish of 300 farni l ies may well  be proui l .  I t  is rnodlern
in evely detai l ,  conDlising three regular Continuation classrooms aDal four
tcr the Elementary grades, a Household Scjence room anil  an Industr ial Arts
room, both ful ly equiDped. There is also a large -A.uditorium. Here re alevoted
Grey Sistcrs. true da[ghter.s of Mother d'Youvi l le. conrin[e to carry on the
tradit ions of " lhe l i t t le s.hool with the big reputation."

In the DepartmeDtal examinations fol '  the province of O1rtar ' io, the pupil l
l rave consistenfly altaineal success, but fal more outstanal ing ha,s been thai
st loDli  Cathol ic inf luence of the Sisters, moulding their boys and girts iDto re
capable, effcient Dlen anal wolnen $ho are l i l l i r lg i l is l inguisheal Dosit ions jn
evei:y walk of l i fe today.

-{mong the DraDy young nen anrl rnomeD who have grai luateal {rotr r.r ts
school we .ourt 41 Priests. fori l ' - f ive Sisier 's, two Cluist ian Brothers. 4
S€rri inarians (ai present), teD I)octols. four Lawyer.s, as well  as nuruel.o!15
teachex! and trained nurses who ate Dlouallv carryiDg o11 the cultul,al tr . lal i t iol ]s
an{i high intel lectual standalds of their betoveal -{1nra l{ater_
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I]IMACUL.{TA HIGH SCHCOL -  ! ,TT. \W.\

RESIDENCE OF SISTERS BRONSON

. 2 2



a

Immaculata High School
Bronson Avenue, Otiawa

An eveit.  uniqlre in the e(]uaational cir 'cles of Oltawa and distr ict,  occulre. i
oD Oct'ober. l ,  1928. Nhen the GIer SisteIS of t le Inlmaculate Corceptiorl
prt lchased the Christ ie €state oD 211 Blorson .\venue, with i ls spacious grolrnds.

a si ie for the proposed neiv High School for gir ls. The propelty over ait
acr.e in extert extend,a f lonl Nellean tc Lisgar Stteet or Blorson -q.venue.
Prel iously there had been a regist lal iol l  oi  35 pupils el]bra. ing onlv Lowe]
School work. $4rich had l)een locaied at St. Patr ' ick's Horne teDrporari i l ' .

The cornet stone ot the new edif ice \{as laial on July 28, 1929, and blesseC
by the }] lost Reverend Wil l ial lr  Fol 'bes, ArchbishoD of Otlawa, * 'ho had
evinced his interest and aDDIovaI of the x-ork tronr t l le beginning. The schocl
vas fornal ly opened on November' 15, 1929, and was an object of univelsal

adDrirat ion. I t  is a modern, substantial,  l i reproof stone sir 'uciure coniai! ing tel l
classrooms. a Science Laboratoly. Home Economics r 'oorn, cornbiDeal auditrr iuln
anal gymnasiun, cafeferia, l ibrarv, music roon1 anal ofrce. The ofncinl nan'e

of the Dew jnst i tute is the Inrmaculaia High School.

Soon tbe bui lding was taxed to capacity. -{t  the Dresent t i lne, registrat ion
ir about 375 with classes ranging t ' rom Graale IX to Grade XIII .  The course
fol lowed is ihaf preFcribed by the DeDaltmeDt of Education and ihe High
School Inspectors have coDsistently commended the hiSh staDdard of teaching
anri the splendid school spi l i t  maintained by the staff anal pupi ls. Results of
IDtermealiate, Middte School anal Uppel School examinations are excelLent a:rd
gladuates of the school are engaged in posit ions of honour'and tru,: t  in business
ard social work, Each year, also, sees a few chosen graduates entering the
lel igious l i fe in various communit ies. The Commercial Department also gives

a splendid course ancl plelares the gir ls for business and secretarial posit ions

and there is a yearly demand for oul Commercial graduales from many sources.
In or 'alel to maintaiD i ts high standards, Commencement Exercises are hekl
each Sepfenber and awarals are presenfed only at the publicatiol of the resul is

by the Department of Education of Ontario.

School act ivi l ies are n1any ard varied SenioI and Junior Sodali t ie, i ,
Caruera Club, Badminion Ctub, Skj ing aral Bowling Club^ coDplete the extln
curr icular programme.

Gleat Draise is due to rhe eltorts oI the English-speaking Palr ish P] ' iesis
oI Ottawa, the Women's -q.uxi l iary, and the hDmaculata Ahtmnae, for their
interest anal encouraging co-operation in aidjng the Sisters in iheir work cl

Cathol ic education.
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Pembroke General Hospital
One of  the long-fe l t  needs iD the course of  medical  progl .ess has beelr  a

kcerer Dubl ic  appreciat ion of  the hospi ta l  anal  i ts  mission in thg gerDrnuni l t .

Some seveDty year. :s ago,  lyhetr  Pembloke was the business centre of  g

l ,ery la lge t r ibutary d ist r ic t  in which lumbel ' ing oDerat ions $ere carr ied on,
the Drany s ick anal  in jufed coning f roD fhe carrps created an urgent  denra d
Iol  hosDita l izat ion.

ID 1S73 iD a 1noalest  bui ld ins al  557 Pembroke Street  East ,  the f f r 's t  pat ients

\r . r 'c  aaln i t ted anal  rared for  by the Grey Siste ls \ , iho have coD.t inued dur ing
Ll le iu ie lvening years in n[r 's ing the diseases of  suf fer ing hunrani ty,  wi th an
emcieDcy exreedecl  onlv bv devot jon.  The con tant  inc lease of  pat ient :

r r .cessi iated lnor 'e acconlrnodat ior l ,  and in 189:  the Dresent inDosing th1ee,

storer  HosDita l  on l l lacKay Str 'eet  was opeDed pr 'ovid ing l i f ty  beds aDd ar-r
opcrat ing rooDr.  Othel  addi t ions,  i r lc ludi l lg  sun par '1oul 's ,  $ 'ere constr t ic t i - ' ( l
i n  1 9 0  9  a n d  1 9 1 3 .

- \ i  ihe Dlesent t i rDe.  lhr 'ongh the generous cont l ibut iors of  i ts  benefactols
a ' lJ  ihe ef fot ts of  i ts  suptror te ls.  the Pelrb loke General  Hospi ia l  of feIS
I ts r l rate ln i ly  and chi ldren's depnl t  ents,  rDocleDr oDelat ing 1ooms, X-r 'ay a i t {1
zl  c . romrn oala i  iorr  to 150 l la i ients in r ru l r l ic .  semi Dr ivate aDd Dr ivate $.ar 'd beds.
ph) 's io lhel 'aDy,  i ts  \ .e l l -equjpped labol 'ato l 'y  and blooal  bank,  anal  deDal tn1ent
fgor r l ie teLics,  iogefher '  wi th i ts  ideal  locai ion,  Drovide,  for  the large dist r ic i
lvhic l t  i t  serves.  an inst i iut ion fu l lv  capable ot  Dr in iste l ing to the s ick and

njured,  In i ls  l l logress i t  has surDassed even the nost  opi iDist ic  dreonrs oi
i ts  Ioul la le ls.

Thc School  fo l  Nurses orgaDjzed in 1916 is d i lected by fu l ly  qual i f ic( l

regjs ie led nurses as teachers and supervisor 's .  ILs a i l r l  is  to of fer  young iadies

a ccJurse in the science and ar t  of  n[r 's ingi  to care tor  the indiv id[a l  pa, t ieDt

$ ' i th sk i l l .  iDtel l igence and syDrDathy to [ reei  the Dursing ree. ls  of  the hospi ta l

ar ld connruni t l

I

General Hospital
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario

The necessi t r  of  a hosDi ia l  was lDrDlessed uDon the people ot  Saul t  S;e,

l laf ie bv a sel ious eDidpnr i ( i  of  typhoid fever which srvept  the town in the
ydars 1S95 and 1896. Otd bui ld ings wele tu l red i l r lo terDporaly qual te ls for

hosDita l  pulDo,ses and ihe char i iy  of  the Dubl ic  was iargely cal led uDon.

The f i r 's t  ef fo l ' ls  toNalds establ ishing a hospi ta ' l  wele exerted i l l  SeDtenber ' ,

1396. and meet i rgs lvel 'e cal led aDd commit tees aDpointeal  to make the necessary

s)teps.  - \ f ler  n1any discouraging ai tempts i t  was suggesteal  thal  the Siste ls of

Ohar i ty .  Gry NuDs. be invi ted to establ ish a Gener 'a l  Hospi ta l .  whi th wrs

oDened in Sepiember.  1898. The lo.at io l  was lhe s i te of  a smal l  cot iase vhich
' ,vas r t i l izeal  teDrporar i ly  dur ing the construct ioD by the Sisters of  the l resent
b[ i ld ing which,  thalrks to their  foresight  and usual  enelgy as $el l  as fa i th
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iu  the to$n's luture was lar 'ge,  beaut i fu l ly  s i tuated and as modern in equipmeir t
as was Dossib le at  fhat  f ime.

Since fhpn,  two wings were added to the hospi ta l  and the 112 bed capaci ly
i .s  beins stra ined to the ufnost .  - {s soon as c i lcumstances permit  i t  is  qui le

Drobable that  addi i ional  space wi l l  be requir .ed.

Since 1926 the hospi ta l  has been brought completely up-to-date.  l loder ' t l
equjpnlent  tor  radiographic,  f lLro loscopic anal  theurapeut ic serv ices has beeD
insla l led.  I ts  n lodel 'n oDeIat iDg roon1s lv i th up-to-date l ight ing,  conpletely
lenrodel led dietarv deDartment.  wel l  equipped laborator 'y ,  maferr i ty  aud
chj ld len's departDents,  are a t l ibute io ihe genei 'os i ty  ot  the benefactol ,s  of  t  e
hcsDjta l  and the unt i r ing devot ion of  ihe Sisters i r  charae.  ln addi t ion,  a
sDl€xdid new Hawley f lact lne table,  equiDpeal  to hanal le a l l  type,s of  bone and
f i 'acture wolk.  has been instal leal  x 'h i .h b l inss ihe hospi la l  to the t lor l t  ranl i , i
o f  n loale ln nedical  sc ience,

-{  Nur 'ses '  Train ing S( ihool  has been establ ished atrd each year sees i ts
quota of  11'e l l  t ra ined,  h ighly sk i l led young ladies gladuate i r to the lvork l  of

nuIst l lg .
' fhe 

Grey Sisters are grateful  to the dist inguishei l  rnerDbels of  the rDedical
profession,  the lay organizat ions and thei l  nany f r iends in Saul t  Ste.  Var ie

fo i  ihei l  symDathet ic  co-operat ion in b l inging the hospi ta l  to i ts  present h igh

stat€)  of  ef ic iency.

St. Joseph's Hospital
Lestock, Saskatchewan

Two hundred years after Venerable ] lother d'Youvi l le touded her'  f i lst
hospital in f{ontreai,  Divine Plovidence led ihe crey Sisters of the Immaculat
ConceDtion, hel younsest f lock, to found tbeir f i rst Prair ie Hospital,  aleeD in
the heart of the Gleat West, 400 ni les west of Winnipeg, on a oneJirre Indiarr
Reserve-

-{t  the reqrest of His Excel lency the late }Iost Rev. p. J. Ionahan, -\rch-
bishop ot Regina, aDd with the approval of Hon. Dr. Utr ich, Ministel of Health
foI Saskatchewan, these pioneer GIey Sisters t i l led with the sarne superuatur.al
motives whjch actuaied their holy fouDdless, oDened St. JoseDh,s Hospital at
Lestock, Saskatche$an, on October 19. 1937.

Only God and these val iant Sisters know the har'dships enalureal at this
i i  e from the depression. which was at i ts peak. t1le i levastat ing dl,oughts,
lvherr lyater had to be drawn to the HosDital in pai l fuls i i  srnal l  wagoDs. when
food was so scarce thal without the helD of the Pembroke f{otherhol lse, they
could not have survived. Electr ici iy was avai lable for only a few !,rurs in
the evening and sorne of the most ct. i l ical operations were pertormeal by cani l le
l ight ancl f lash l ight- The Sisters rel ied enti lely on Si. Joseph,s intercession
in thse days ot $ant, cl iscouragement and fat igue, and he never fai led them.

Soor1. better t imes alawned and today a l ich harvest io]etel ls even grealer
blcssi irgs to fol low. Today there is a constant supply of water ani l  electr icir .r-,
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every colveDience Decessar 'y  iD Droi lerD hospi ta ls,  and hospi ta l  space is  st ra ined

to caDaci tv to accoDrrDodate the ever- increasing numbers of  pat ients for  mi les

around.

Sp:r i iual  recovery goes hani l  in  hand wi th the Dhysical .  ln addi t ion to

their  r !ork for  the s ick and inf i rDr,  these apostol ic  Sisters g ive weekly Catechisrn

lossons to Cathol i l ]  chi ldren al tending the publ ic  schools a,s wel l  aa yeal ly

\ :a.at ioD Conlses i I I  re l ig ious inst luct ion to chi ldren of  out ly ing i l is t r ic ts.

Hunclreds of .h i ld1 'en have beer l  contacled and DreDaled tor  t r ' i rs t  Holv

Co nlunion.  The fo l lor f i i tg f isules are sel f 'ev ia lent :

- \uruber of  pat ients adni t ted to hospi ta l  5,097

\urnber of  l ) i l ths . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  796

\ | l | n b e  o l  b a p  i . .  r r l s

Number of  death-be( l  cor lver 's ions

Nrmber of  rnalr ja l jes r ighted . . . . . .

\u lnber i rs i rucleal  in hosDi ia l

816
1 0
3

iPhls those in weeklv and year ' ly  CatechisDr c lasses.

-{ .  la lge Dloder 'n f i reploof  adi l i t ioD to the hospi ta l  is  now ut l r le l '  construct ior ] .

\ . th jch $ ' i l l  double the plesent  bed caDaci ty anal  \ \ ' i l l  be leady for  occupat ion in

the suDrrner.

Sulely God's b lessing is  on th is toutdat ion wher 'e genelous,  sel t_sacr i f ic i rg
( ; re. l -  Sisters acl  as nl in ister ing angels to broken bodies aDd st lay ing souls.

TIuiy-Cathoi ic  char i ty  a i  i ts  noir les i l

i-

General Hospital
Penetanguishene, Ontario

, { t  the r .equest  of  Rev.  Faiher Castex,  P.P. ,  Dr.  L imoges and the other

mct l1bels of  the yanage ent  CoInnr i t tee of  tbe General  Hospi ta l ,  Pel iD_

talguishene, the Grey Siste ls ot  Lhe I tnmaculate Concept ion took charge of

the hospi ta l  on -{ugu t  13,  19.12.

This 25 bed hosDi ia l  is  ideal ly  located on Georgian Bay and the Sisters

aro f ) )  iv i legei l  in  having a convent besi t le the hospi la l ,  where they spend their

t ix le wher l  not  ou duty.  Tbis 1fas ptovia led through the k ind thoughtfu lness

of  Rt .  Rev.  ] Isgr ' .  Castex.

The Penetanguishene local  Daper 'of  ^{ugust  17,  1942, lad an ar t ic le te l l ing

of  the anival  of  the Sis ier .s,  adding that  " t i rey created an ai r  of  seleni ty abonl

1he hosDita l  as wel l  as an aDpeararce ot  colrDetency and ski l l "

- {ccordirg to f {sgt .  Castex the good impression which the Sisters gave

has cont in leal .  aDal  lhe s ix Sjste ls are st i l l  cal ing tor '  the suf fer ing mcmbers

of  Clhr ' i .s t  i1 ' i l i r  sympathy and i r1te l l igence.

The hosDj ia l  is  wel l  equippeal  wi th l } l ivate ani l  semi-pr ivate roo s,  n loder 'n

ot ,e lat i r lg roorrs,  Drater 'Di ty a lepartrnent  ani l  nursel 'y .

: l r
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St. Anthony's HosPital
EsterhazY, Saskatche"van

l l ia la len awal- .  in the Drai l ie  laDals of  Saskatc i rewan l ies the cosy l i t t ie  Sl '

- { l r thony's I lospi ta l .  125 rn i les nol t } r  of  Regina.  Opened in respoDse to an

aDt leal  f rom His Excel lencv l lost  Re\ '  P J.  f lonahan, i t  in is ters to the

rel ief  of  rhe s ick ancl  inJ i rD in ih is Dal t  of  h is large al iocese'

l -ormer ly the r 'es i ( lerr ts of  th is a l is t r ic t  had to t lavel  long dis iances to

reach aD insi i lu l ion $rheIe they ( .oula l  Ie.e ive sulg ical  or  me' l ical  at teDt io11'

In nany cases i t  nreant  death before they reacheal  their  dest inat ion '

Near ly a l l  Eur 'oDean nat ional j t ies ar 'e repr 'esente ' l  her 'e in the v i l lage'

The co-oDcrat ion ald f l ienal l iness \ahich exist ,s  among th is mixed polu lat ion

is urar 'vel lous.  Ttulv i t  lnav be ( la l le i l  one of  lhe mel t ing Dots ot  Canai la-otr

t ) r 'oD. is ing ne14_ Canaal ians.

Srnal l  as r t  r rav seeDr .oul  20 l )ed hospi iat  has cale ' l  for  over '  4 '000

Dai ient .s s ince i ls  opening or l  De( iembet 1si ,  1940 Ovet '00 heal thv '  b] ' ight-

eyei l  babies l i rs i  salv the l ight  of  i lav there an' l  af ier  the destruct ion of  i i re

D a r i s h . r h  l c h  i l l  1 9 1 3 ,  i t s  l i i t l e  c h a p e l  N a s  t b e  s c e D e  o f  t w e n l y _ t $ o  r r a r ' r i i r 8 e i

Trul -v th is hospi ta l  has been a boon to the peoDle of  th is d ist l ic t  an ' i  o l le rnole

bl ' ight  jewel  sei  bv the Grev Sister 's  of  the I l r1maculale CoDceDt ioD i l r  t l le

c io\ , ! r r  of  their  foun{hes,s,  Venelal ) le ] {other d 'Youf i l le '

VeIy soon, a( l ( i i t iora l  sDace \1 i t l  be required lo accornl l rodate t l rc  e, ;er

in(r 'easing nulnbel  of  Dat ients comiDg lo the hosDita l  aD' l  the Sis ie ls a l .e

conf ic leDt ly leavjng the plo ierr t  in t t re hands of  Div ine Plovi ' lerce'

ST. .q.NTHONY'S HOSPITAL -  ESTERH,{ZY, S. \SK'
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St. Patrick's Home
L a u r i c r  A v e n u e  W e s t

In 185?, Ottau' ; .  forrrer ' lv  Bytown, was chosen as the Capi ta l  of  Canada'

Natula l lv  i t  d le\v an j r t lux of  people.  r 'h ich.  \ \ ) r i le  assul ing groivth and

Dlosper i ty ,  l ik{ i$ ise brought in i ts  t ra in an incl 'ease of  dependents To meet

th is l )uralen anal  to a l lev iate the suf fer i rqs of  the homeless ancl  11elpless ot

t r j  q l ish longue anal  Cathol ic  ta i lb.  . rn. l  in  manv cases to ef fect  the soul 's

salvai ion,  becaDre a c lyrng necesst ty.

- \ t  the snggesl ion therefore.  the - \ Iost  Rere) 'end Bishop Guigtes '  aDd

l leveler ld Fathel  l ' IcGlath,  O.f {  l . ,  lhen Pal i '<h I ' r ' iest  of  St  Patr ' ick 's '  p lominel l [

c i t iTens IeDlespnt jns the I I ish Cathol ics of  Ottawa. resolved to act  in ihe

uatter  arrd io o l len an iDst i tut ion the Dreseni  St  Patr ick 's Home'  to meet

the rreer ls of  lhat  Dol t ion oI  huDani t -v kno\ \ 'n in the beaut i iu l '  fa i th- j l lumine' l

t r ' a d i t j o n o t t h e T l . i s h C p l t , a s " G o i l ' s P o o r " " T h e g e n e l o u s r e s p o n s e * ' i i h N h i c l l

th, r  .a11 \ 'as nret .  resul ted in the forrnat ion.  i l l  1365,  of  an ' \ssociat ion ({ )L l l l l ' js ing

the lea( l i ra ( ]athol ic  meDlbels of  ea' lh DaI ish of  the ' i i tv  This - {ssociat iorr '

no\v a CorDolatc Boclv,  is  ver l '  act ive anr l  corr i ro ls the f lnal ' Ices '  arrd i ts  the

aarcourts,  aral  looks at ter  lne genelal  i r ier 'esTs ot  the Inst i tut ion The nlst

aci .  of  the new -{ssociat ion i r  1365 \ 'as rhe rent iDg of  a house on Chulch

Srreet  for  the combineal  DLuDoses of  ax Orpbange an' l  a HorDe tor ' ihe _\g€' t l '

The Grey Nuns were requestet l  to assune conrplete charge of  th is i rnportaDL

11or.h and toalay Engl ish 'speaking Gr 'ey Sisters ot  the Imrnaculate Ooncept iod

aIe zealcLis lv r r r in ister ' ing to Chr ist 's  l r lember 's in the !etson of  the aged'

t h e o l . ] r h a n a n d i h e i l e s t i t u t e i n t h e l a t g e . l l o . I e l n . i m D o s i n g s l o n e s t n r c t u l ' e
or Laul ier  avenue, Ottawa.

ST, P^{TRICK'S HO}IE iCHILDREN'S DIVISION)



St. Patrick's Home - Children's Residence
.  Ottawa

In 1905 a spacious ChilaL.en,s Resialence l l ,as bui l t .  Excel lent ealucational
arlvantages ale offereal to the chi ldren ani l  they are instructed try 

"orrrp"t"ntieachers in tbe courses prescribeal by the Department of Education, as we|ss beiDg traineal in fhp arts essential to gooal home_making. ,{bove a , theyare aiven the advaDtage of bejnc well  groun.leal in the klowledge of ihe trueFaith. Tlrei l  conduct is uDcasingly lookeal after by the Sisters in chalge intbat motherl\ .  wav ihat serves to bui lal up character. A resialent f thaplain
zealously mit isrers to the,sDir i fual [eei ls of these people.

In malty cases te resrr l ts of the excel ient training received in the Instrtul ion
ar'e iDdicated l ly the Dosi i ions of inalustry ani l  ui f l ,  honoul ancl trusr, $hichhave been atiaineal ani l  slrecessful ly helal by fouer warcls.

Oi rhe boys, one has been oralaineal to the pl iesihood, three haye Decone
Cbrist ian Brothers, one is a tarvyer, one a aloctor, anal others are well-estnbtisheal
blrsiress men iD ihe Capifal and elsewher'e. Of the gi l , ls, f lve have entered
Religious l i fe, others are holal ing busi[ess ani l  sec].tarial posiLioDs and man)-
are manied altd set ed in confortable honles.

Greai praise is aiue to ihe sDlenalir l  anal geDero[s co_opelat ion of the Boaral
of Di lectors anal re Laal ies, .{uxi l iar,v a.s \ \el l  as the .\{ar[r,  whole-trealtedgenerosity of the English speaking cathol ics of ottawa. The Grey srster,s of
the lmmacniate ConceDtion wish io expr.ess their appreciat ion of t i re effol, i .s
of these devoied men aral v,olDen x,ho are so ably helDiDg to furthel t tre \ !olk
oJ the Church iD hel l) ing her sufferrng menrbers.

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS-ST. P.{TRICK'S ORPHAN.q.GE



ST. V]NCENT'S HO}IE .\ ] . ID SHELTER - VA\COUVER

CH.{PEL ST. VINCENT'S HO}IE
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St. Vincent's Home and Shelter
VaIlcouver

- { l ihough cal i [g fo]  the aged has lotrg been one oi  the worki  of  our

cornrnur i ty .  St .  Vincent 's  Home, 853 East  PeDder Street ,  Vancouver.  Br i t ish

Columbia,  is  unique in that  i t  not  only p lovides accommoalat ion for  permanent

resia lents,  but  i t  seek,s as wel l  to of fer  char i table hospi ta l i ty  to t raDsients.  lD

Iact ,  i t  was pr imar i lv  fo l  th is purpose that  the inst i tuLion was opened by the

Gley Sisers at  fhe Iequest  of  His Excel leDcy,  Most  Reverend \ t ' .  ] { .  Drtke i r

1931. I t  was only in 1942 that  iL was enlarged tor  the care of  the ageal .

The char- i ty  of  f r ienals has pla j"eal  i ts  Datt  i l r  th is most  robie work so th l l t

in  1933. a SewiDg Oomrni t tee was olgar l ized and the Hone became a ceDhe

for ih is .har i fable work.  Meals,  lo i lg ing,  c lo lhes for  those in neeal-what wot l i

coul . l  be rnore Ncrthy than th is!  Fol  lav benefactors i t  is  an oDDor ' t t l l i tv  of

s l l f : r ' ing i r  the - tDostolate of  Jesls Chr ' is t ;  for  ihe re l ig iots i t  is  a soulce of

ranct i f icat ion ar ' Ic l  rner i t :  for ' the poor 'and the dest i tute i t  is  ar l  a] rsr t rer  to t [e

pIobleDr,  temDolalv Del 'haDs, bul  uIgeDt a lways,  of  the rr ran $ ' i thout  r r rone: i

in a natel ia l  \1or la l .  For 'a l l  such,  f {ar jor ie Pickthal  has rua' le a noving Dlee:

"Fol 'O,  my Lord,  the house dove knows her l ]est

.q.bore mv window bui lded i ronr ihe la in;

In t l le  brown n1ere the heloD f int l9 hel  rest ;

B u  r l L P s P  
" h a l l  

' P F k  i l r  I a i n

Thy dead are shel te leal ;  housed and wann they wai t

Under the golden fern the fa l l ins foar i ;

Bui  these.  Thv t iv ing,  l1 'analer 'a lesolate

-{nr l  l rave Dot any horne."

-f-

Villa Madonna Retreat House
"Choose a srr i table aDal  quiet  Dlace aDal  l )e lake voulsel f  to i t  as io a haven "

-St .  JeroDre.

The sui l i tual  t ree of  the retreat  r loveDreDt in the ot tawa ' l iocese 1las

pl ln ieal  in the niDeteen twent ies anal  developed into a tegular  sel ies ot  c loset l

)et leats for '  zealous lav n1en and lay oDlen,  whose ear ly sacr i f ices and

Dersevel ing dlevot ion have gaireal  for  these letreats a recognized place i l l  the

spi l i tual  l i fe of  the la i tv  of  Ottawa al ioceEe.

Up to 1946 there Nas a alearth of  acconrmodat ion and the zealous ' l i lecto ls '

Rererencl  c.  Blaceland al ra l  Revereni l  J  .Mulrav.  deci ' le ' l  io  co[rb ine for 'ces

and 10 fo lm a naw 'Associat ion for  the pulpose of  procur in8 a let reat  house to

be used al ternatelv bv lav men ant l  lay wornen A charte|was pr-ocurei l  f IoN

fhe Or l tar io Government uni ler  the t i t le  of  "The Ret leat  Associat ion of  the

RoDan Cathol ic  Archal iocese ot  Ottawa."

-A.fter long anil praverful consitleration, it was deci'led to purchase the

Hat l  resja lence.  at  McKel lar  on Car l iBg Avenue, a beaut i fu l  Georgian home

,su]  rounded bY sDacious grounds
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l l  was ofrc ia l lv  oDened iD Juty,  1946. and sole l r  ly  b lesseal  by His
Excel lency,  the Most Reverent l  Alexani le l  Vachon, , \ rchbishop of  Ot lawa, on
Sunday,  SeDtembel  l5th.  1946. - { rnong val ' ious nanres subDri t teal ,  that  of
"Vj l la  l {adonna" x 'as selecteal  by the -{ rchbishop lor  th is, ,other Betnany. . .

.A. f  the invi tat ion ot  the zealous di r .ectols,  rhe crey Sisters ot  the In l rnaculaie
CoDcepi ion were leque,atcd to assu e the ro le of  the genf le hostesses of  Vi l la
f ladonna aDd jn ordel .  to f i t  thernselvs for  th is important  wolk,  sorne Siste ls
nade a study of  the wol 'k  of  ihe Cenacie Sisters ot  Doston.

ReTIeats for  cr iDDIed chi ldren,  Legion ot  f {ary,  XDights of  Coturubns.
C,Y.O. er .ouDs. non-Cathol i .s  soon poDulal  izeal  the rew jnst j tu i ion r l ,nel ,e
I e r l e a t a l l t s  " g o  a D a l t  i n i o  a  s i l e n i  D l a c e  t o  I e s t  a w h i l e . , '

Sun'ouD(lpd bv a four '  ac le er tate.  th is Geol  g iar  st r ,uCtur.e conrxi rs a
chapel .  lecept ion roonr,  \ l ide hal ls ,  rvel t  furnished i l iDing-root I ,  t .est fut  Iootns
and dornr i tor"es,  r ,ecreat ion r .oorn,  snack-bar and an invi t ing piazza ovel , lookir rg
the glouDds. Retreais ar 'e held on Neek,ends anal  a lur ing the week the Sisters
roDduct  a Kindlergarten c lass for  t iny tots of  the v ic in i ty .

God's b lessing is  surely on th is founalat ion ani l  each week eni l  sees th i r ty  or
Dlole tetreatants wel ]d i r lg their  way to the honel ike retr ,eat  of  Vi l la  f , {e i lonna.

-1-

MAGNIFICAT
l Iy  soul  doth magDify the Lord:
. {nd my spir i t  hath leJoiced in Got l  n ly Saviour,
Because he hath regarded the humi l i ty  of  His handmaic l ;
For behold f ronr hencefor th a l l  generat ions shal l  cal t  me blessed.
Because He that  is  mighty hath alone great  th ings to nre;
And holy js  His Name.
-4[d His Melcy is  f lorn generat ion unto genelat ions to them

that  fear Him.
He i rath showed night  in His arm; He ha r  scal tered the proud

in the concei t  of  their  heart
He hath put  down the mighty f rom thei l .seat ,  and exa: ted the

humble,

He hath f i l leal  the hungry wi th good th ings;  anr l  the r ich He
bath seDt empty away,

He hath leceived Israel  His servant ,  beiDg ninal fu l  of  His nercy,
As He spoke to our ' fathers,  to - {brahanr and to h is seeal  fot .  ever.
Glory be to the t r 'ather.  anal  io the Son anal  to the Holy Ghost ,
-As i t  was in ihe beginning,  is  now, and ever shal l  be,  wor ld

wi thout  end.  . {men.
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Convenl
Timmins, Ontario

The year 1927 was ar  evenl fu l  one iD the annuals ot  the Grey Sisters of
fhe Inna.ulare ConceDLion.  for  in that  year.  at  the invi tat ion of  the devoted
pastol  of  Tinrnr ins,  Rev.  J.  R.  O'GoIman, four zealous Grey Srsters establ ished

aur f l rs t  North land uiss ion,  of  the ConveDt of  OuI Lady of  the Sacied Heart .

- {  s i te for  the el 'ect ion of  a SeDalate School  haal  been donateal  i r r  1922 l )y

the Timmins ' l 'ownsi te CornDary.  Here $as erecled a for l r - loorD str ' l rc tu le,

Si .  JoseDh's School .  - {nother addi t ion renaned St.  l Ia lv 's  Scl lool .  was
pulchased f ronl  the Publ ic  School  Board,  and when the Siste ls arsumed charge

of the s.hool  in 1927. a th i ra l  bui ld inB was bui l t  l ink ing up SL. f la ly 's  ani l

St .  Joseph's Schools.  The ent i le large str 'uc iure was leDaned Holy FaNi ly

School .  The school  now .omDrises eighfeeD ( lasses and is  staf fed by eiSht

GIev Sisters anal  twelve lay teachers.

The enrol lnenL. steadi ly  in. lessing f rorD orer foul  hulr r l red iD 1927, 1o

rhe Dlesent Iesist rat ioD of  about e ight  hrndl .eal ,  gave r ise to leor 'gai izat io l r

anC expansion.  In 1945-46 an audi tor- iurn,  1$o extra c lassroorns and a DrLrs ic

hal1 were addeal .

Here the Siste ls are jnculcal ing into the nl inals and hearts of  the-ce bl iShb

and Dromisi [g chi ldr 'en of  the North that  love of  v i r iue and those lof ty ia leals

\yhi .h form the bf ls ls  of  a t lue Chr is i t ia[  chalacier ,  inrpal t ing at  lhe san1e

t i rne a high standard of  acaalpmi.  t ra in ing.

A music department $as opened in 192?, and at  present f ive Grey Sisters

are busi ly  engaged in g iv ing piano anal  v io l in courses to over two hundred

rnusi . r  puDi is.  The Sister3 are also in charge ot  Junior  and Senior  Church

choirs.

Each Sunday the Sisters teach Chr ist ian Doctr ine lo publ ic  school  pupi ls ,

not  only i l r  T immins,  but  in the neighboul ing town of  Schumachel .

Each year s ince 1944 a Summer School  in Catechet ics is  held for  over 200

elamentarv s.hool  chi lc l ren for  two weeks in Schumachel .  The Sisters nre

also serv ing as sacr istans in the Church of  the Nat iv i ty .  T immins.

OUR L.{DY OF' THE SACRED IIE.ART CONVENT. TIN]IINS, O\T.
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Convent
Midlauil

' l 'he GfFv Sis ie l .s  oI  re IDlr tacnlate Concept ion ar .e re p ioneer.  Sis let ,s
iu t l ie  ScDar.atp Schools of  t l icuand. Up to 1929 ther.e $.er ,e no SepAr.ate
Sihools and.  a i  fhe requesr of  Rev.  J_ tL Castex.  p.p. ,  Nho saw the in.essinB
need fo l  Carhol ic  educat joD, the c ley Siste ls r . t ,ere inv i te i l  to staf f  ihe f i t .sr
( ' a  J  h o l i c  s c h o o l .

' I h e  S i s t e r s  a l r . i r e d  o r  - { u g u s t  ? t t r ,  1 9 1 9 ,  a n d  o n  S e p t e D l b e r , 6 t h ,  t h e t . o p e n e d
Sircr^ed Hear. t  School  rv i th a staf f  conrpr is ing foul ,Grey Sjsters,  t \ , ! ,o la l .  leachers
and a r 'egist l .at ion of  211 Dupi ls .

On Sunday.  SeDieDlber gth,  re school  rvas blessei l  by,{ rchbishoD U( jNei l
of  '1-o1onto,  

assis ied by Rev.  Fathel  Casrex,  in re p lesen( ie of  rurnet .ou".
d ist iuguished Dlerrbers of  the c lergy as \e as pr 'omirent  iay men_including
a Dlovincia l  ( labinei  ) I in is ler .  the f lavor.  re Chai l 'n lan of  the Boaral  ot
Edr icat ion and the ChairDan of  the SeDar.ate School  Boar,d.

] { is  GIace welcomed the crey Sisters to Midlancl  anal  proptresier l  a t . i , rh
halvest  of  souls a. t  a I 'esul t  of  ih js ne.w Ca rol ic  e i lucal ional  ventur .e.  Thlough-
out  the day.  t i le  s. .hool  was openeal  to v is i tors anal  lvas inspected by hunalreals.

The Convent was fo lnral ly  b lesseal  on Novenrbel  10th,  and ihe f i rs t  Dlusical
Ie( ' i la l  undel  the di l ,ect ion of  the Sjsters was giveD on June 1S r ,  1930.

On the o. icasion of  the Inspector 's  v is i t .  the staf f  \ , !as (ompl imenteal  or)
the great  chaDge in conduct  ani l  appear.ancie of  the pupi ls .  He re l rat .ked the
f ine Cathol ic  sDir . i i .  l .ef leoted in the DuDi ls of  a l l  grai les aDal  that  re gooal
inf iueDce of  out  Cathol ic  Sisterhooal  was very much in evidence.

- \  se.ond scbool .  St .  ] {ary 's,  l i ras fonnal ly  opened on October,  1990, and
l) l€ssed by His Excel lency Bjshop McDonald.

In addi t ion to teaching in the schools,  the Sisters teach Chr ist ian Doct l inc
to publ ic  schooi  pupi ls  as wel l  as to High School  g i r ls .  f {uch steady pl .ogress
has been maale and success has crowned the el lor is  o i  those who so courageously
lnade the sacl i f ices entai led in th is inrpor ' lant  undertaking.

THI) CONVE\T - ] I IDL.{\D, ONT.
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Immaculate ConcePtion Convent
Windsor, Ontario

hr - \usr is t .  19311, the GIey Sis j€1s ol  the Imma(iu la ie Concept ior '  ] 'onrgesl

o l  l lo lhel  d 'Youvi l le 's  d:ruahtels.  a l r iver l  in  \ I in i lsor"  to take ul )  the worr i

l )egulr  a.entLu'y ] )etore l )y the Gr 'e l ' - \ ' 'Lrns oi  l lontr 'eal '  11 'ho late]  u i lhdr.et l '

On.e mor 'e,  the hurrble are) '  habi t  ot '  lhe Siste ls is  a fami l ia l  s ight  in rh is

( iensely poDulated cert le $hele as iar  l )ack as 1323 Gley Nurs blaver l  har ' { i_

sLiDS nn{ l  Dr ivat ion i ) l  the (ro lour ' iu l  l ) r t  ar 'duous t r ia l_q of  the pjoneel  l i fe { ' l

L I I t le l  Canada.

- \ t  the requesl  of  Revelend Fatbel  R H- Dignal  no\ ' !  Bishop of  Nol th

R: i t .  anal  wi th rhe ,aracious afDloval  of  His Excel lencv'  f lost  Reverend l I  l "

! 'a l lon,  BishoD ot  London. lhe Glev Siste ls opened a Convent o1r Wvandotte

Sr.r 'cet ,  Windsor,  ani l  la le l .  oD, seculed a la lger '  horne at  66: l  f lar 'eDtet te \verrue'

Tbe Convent is  a colr lDoi l io l rs foul teen roonl  }e{ l -b l ick str 'ucture '  housing

the Siste ls teaching in hDlraculate Concept ion School '  Wjndsol

In a i ld i l ion to their  a lut ies as teachels '  the Sisters are also sacr is lans at

ImDaculate Concept ion Church as Nel l  as d i rectresses of  choir '  wolk They

also DreDare piano c lasses for  Toronto Conservatory of  f {usic exanl inat ions

1! i th Dlalked success

-{  unique feature of  the Convent Chapel ,  is  the ol ig inat  tabelnacle used id

l s 2 S i n t h e C o n v e n t C h a p e l o f t h e G l e y N u D s o f U p p e l C a n a d a - w h i c h n o w i o r n s

one of  tbe most Dl ' izeal  possessions of  these devotet l  ' laughtels of  ihe Venerabl€

l lo i l ler  a l 'Youvi l le .

tMlI-{CUL,\TD CONCEPTION CONVE'\-T
WINDSOR
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Youviile Convent
Csrtier Street

In the heart  oI  SL.  Theresa,s par ish and di re( j t1y opDosi te re f t i rufc i ) ,s tands t r re Di . lu 'esque, o l i l  Rir . f re i  ho ' le,  Dow youvine convent,  I  . . r ru" , , ""fof  the Grey Siste ls of  the I1nma(u1are CoD.,ept ioD teaching i I I  ihe E[gl ish
SeDf l r 'ate S.hoots iD Otta\va.

' Ihe plespnt  conveni  $,as boughl  l ) r  ihe c ley Sisters oD Julr  13,  1 l l . l2 ,  bul
urevious to rhat  l l ie  Sis ie l .s  were housecl  at  IDrmaculata Co]]e;e,  one ot  t i rel )eaul i fut  taD{ l r )1al .ks of  Snnaly Hi l l .  \v i th the gr .acious 

"pp.nrnot l i  
- { rc l } t r is i lop

For l )es,  and the k iDal  encour.ageDrel t  of  ihe . \poslo] ic  Delegate,  l t lo ,st  Revel .end
-. lndIea Cassulo.  the Grey Sis ie l .s  i raal  raken up residence ar  Lhe Ool lese or l
Sepieln l )e l '  J ,  1930. and hacl  oDcned a c iass for  ,11 High School  c i l ' ls  roaclo ' ln lodate pupirs f ioD st .  Joseph s a ' 'a l  s t .  Br ig i r l ,s  par. ishes.  on selJLemDel.
l i ,  a second fo 'm was adaled to fo l rD an aDnex to Inmaculata Hial r  School
\ \ 'h ic i1 $as f i l led to Iapacj ty.  In 19:11,  a k jndergar. ten aDal  pr ivate scho.r l  rye! .e
ci rene. l  for  e lenlentaly pupi ts.  In adal i t ion to the Sisters teaching re . repar.are
s c h o o l s ,  t h e  s i s t e . s  a t t e D a r i n g  N o ' D 1 a l  s c h o o l  w e r e  a r s o  r r o u s e d  h e r e .  l ' 1 9 1 : ,
l )ecause of  the exigencies of  war,  ImDra.ula ia Col lege was sold to the Govet,n_
nreDt,  and Youvi l le Convent was pulc l rased.

The Siste ls tot .mal ly  took posse,ssio l r  of  youvi ] le Convent NoveDrber,  1942,
a.d in addi t io l r  to pfovid ing a reacrre.s r .esiarence,  the convent arso houses re
Sisters at tending Nor l r1al  School .

-4. t  the request  of  Monsignor.  T.  p.  Fay,  p.p.  of  St .  Theresa,s,  the Sisters
were invi ted also to a.ssurne the alut ies o[  Sacr istan in St .  Theresa,s Church,  in
I 'ebruary,  1915 Ttre les ia lent  teaching s isters are in chal .ge of  the fo l rowi tg
Exgl ish speakjr r8 Separate Schools ot  Ottawa: Cor lus Chr ist i ,  Our Lady,s,
Dante -{cademy, St .  f {ary 's,  St .  Margar,et  } Iary,s ani l  AssurnDLioD Schoot.

D'YOUVILLE CONVENT C.{RTTER ST., OTT.q.W.{
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St. Michael's Convent
Piccaililly Averue, Ottawa

Upon the iDvi ta i ion of  Revelend t r 'ather '  l ' I ichael  O' \e i l l .  P.P. ,  of  Si .

Ceorge's Pal ish.  and { ' i th thp k ind approval  of  His Excel lencv,  AlchbishoD

VachoD, the Grey Sisters of  the Imrnaculate Concepl ion took possession oI  the

r l resent  Si .  Michael 's  convent which was fo lmal ly  openeal  ou .q.ugust  3,  19.12.

and which Natrs to serve as a les idence for  the Siste ls teaching in the Par ish

School .

This iromelike bl ick bui ldina, formerl l '  a Drivate residence, ovel looks, olr

oue side, a Dine grove enshl ining a quaint grotto of Our Ladv of Louldes,

aDd on ihe other' ,  a lawn separating i t  f i 'orn the school.

By SeDtember ' ,  1912, n ine Sis lers were lodged in the Convent s ix teachers,

a m sic teacher.  a sacl is tan,  and a housekeeper ' -  The house was blessed on

Aug st  Sih by Father O'Nei l l ,  and oD Oclober 3rc l  the Holy Sa.r i f lce of  the

l lass was celeblated tor  the f i r 's t  t ime i r  the Chapel

The Pal i .sh School .  in which the Siste ls teach.  is  an i r rposing nf teen_roorr

bui ld i rg,  n)oale ln ly equiDDeal  in at l  detai ts .  wi th l lanual  Tla in ing ant l  HorDe

I lconolnics looms anal  an Audi tor iuDl .  There is  a registra i ion of  ab'Jut  5{r0

pupi ls ,  and,  ] l r i lh  i l ' te  raDi i l  in f lux of  Iesidents into th is sect ion of  great ' r '

Ot ta\va,  i t  is  arr i i . i iDated that  a DeN addi t ion of  the school  wi l l  soon be necessaly

to n leet  the dernands of  an ever- increasjng legist lat ion

.{  l , r rge c lass of  music pnpi ls  is  prepaled year ' ly  for  Toronto CoDser 'Yator} '

o[  ] {usic examjnal ions and lesul ts ate t r ighlv credi table to the Sis i .er 's ,  vho also

t la in the pnr i ls  to part ' ic ipate in Choi l  s inging al1d Sodal i ty  Aci iv j t ies '

l l l  ch c leal i t  lor  the \ r 'e l l_furnished and wel l  equippeal  Convent and School

is  r lne io the zealous pasior ,  Father O'Nei t l .  anal  to Mr.  F.  M. Peters,  Cl tn i rman

of rhe S.hool  Boald.  anal  h is i levotei l  helpers t {ho are ablv coping wi th t l re

raDidly-exDani l ing school  svstern,  in th is beaut i fu l  sect ion of  the Capi ta l  Ci ty '

i-

Tn adclit ion to the conlnltrnitv sorks of teaching. nursit ' tg. catitrg

{or the agecl atrcl otphan. ietreat \vork, schools of music. there are cotl-

vcnts conoected \\ ' i th St. l{ ichael's antl Assumption Colleges, used as

resiclenr:es for Sistels tcmpotarilv ellgagecl as trurses, sacristals anci

supervisors of the donrestic t leeds of the instr'tt l t ions cartied on l lv a

sccular staff.
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The Story of the Grey Sisters of Pembroke,
Ontario, in China

Convents in China
The IDrmact late Concept ioD Convent i r  L ishui  js  the headquarters o l

o iu Nork in ahina.  Hcre oul '  Missionary Sis ie ls are i r i t ia ted in io f l iss ion l i le
and are giver th l . i l  f i rs t  lessons in laDguaBe study.  Nest l ing c lose to the
Con\ 'ent  are our hosDi ia ls,  s .hoo1, r 'ork l  oom and dispensar.y,  a vel i table
heel i ive ot  Cathol ic  - { . t ioD.

Lungchuan
Holy Cross Cotvent  s i tuated about S0 mi lcs f rom Lisht i  1vas oteDed j r

1939. - \  i r io  of  exper ienceal  ] { iss ionar ies f lon ihe Lishui  Convent are t i ie
fouDdlesses of  fh is f lour ' ishins Dr iss ioD. Di , .Del lsary work anal  t j le  car.e of  the
sick iD iheir  homes are the main o.cupat ions of  the Sisters-  Recent ly the
f la[dar in asked us to take over the pagan or.phanage and the ola l  people 's

l iDme. The invasion of  the Japanese cancel led the execut ion of  the proposed

r, /orks,  bui  wi lh our '  retLu'n to oul '  beloved f ie la l  we hope io be prepal 'eal  to

rul ldel take the care of  Lugchuan's neglecteal  voung and old.

Sungyang
l lelcv Corvent in Sungyarg was conpleted ir l  1941 and was occupied for

se{er'al r}ronths before the invasion. SungYans is a new f ield too. lve have
great hopes alral greater- Dlans for St. -{satha's-Tsingtien.

The School
The IDma(ulate Concept ion OonveDt School  has been in existence s incc

1!32,  a boalding and day school .  for  the gi r ls  of  the Prefectur 'e of  L ishui .

t r - ror l r  three l i t i le  n la i i lens,  anxicu.3 for  the oppor luni ty o i  leat .n ing the
l l i lee R's.  the school  exDanded. and thrce year.s af te l  i ts  t r io registrat ion,  210
Darnes $ele on the ro l l  cal l ,  l i f tv  of  which * 'ere boarders f roDr lhe outs ide
nl iss ions.  The bui ld ing 1vas Ieal ly  too srnal l  tor  so many br l t  i t  was impossib le

to lefuse the Door l i t t le  a i r ls  who pleadei l  for  admission.

.A.  Sister ,  unaler  the di rect ion of  a Scar 'boro Pr iest  is  in chalge wi th a sta i t
of  se\rerr  Chinese tea.hers.  The eight  grades al 'e taught.  ChiDese is ihe only
ldDgtage peln l i t ted in the gr 'ade schools.  The Course of  Studies and al l  tex i - -

books are issued by the Department of  Educat jon.  Chinese l i teratule.  readirg

anal  wr ' i t ing of  the compl icated character3.  the His io l 'y  arc l  Geography of  China,

Sci( iDce and . { r i thnret ic  are on t } re dai ly  schedule.  - { r t ,  needle-work and

spol ' ts  have to be i lc luded too.

School  besins at  7.00 a.m. wi th the s inging of  the Nat io la l  - {nthem, t lag

rais iDg and Io l l  cal l .  In the evel l ing.  ihe f las is  ]oweled at  4.00 and Lishui 's

Conyeni  g i r ls  t r jD hapDi ly hone in ioyfu l  ] i i t le  groups- They ale Dloud ot

their ' lo le as school  g i r ls ,  Dloud of  tbeir  books,  brush and ink s lab,  preciou:

bctrayals of  their  menlbcrshiD in the educat ional  c lass.  In every Chinese
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gir ' l ish heart  thel .e burns t i re louging for  ihe brush ancl  book that  r  arks
her a studeDi.  Her lof  is  a saal  one.  Very few fami l ies of  the peasant c lass,
rr i l l  Dermit  a daughter to be educateal .  She is  neealeal  at  home to cook al iC
\yash,  to .a l rv $.ater  anal  min. t  ihe babies.  to Drake the shoes for  ihe tanr i ly ,
or  $ork f ro ' r  dawn to dark in the rnat . r r  or  cot fon factory for .  a nere pi t ta 'ce.
Scbooi  is  a luxurv for  the Chinese Eir l  ani l  she appreciates fu l ly  re pr iv i teae
ol  a i ieDding.

I D  t h e  c l a s s r o o D l  s h e  i s  s r r a l i o u r ,  d t i e n i i \ ' e  a n d  u s u s l l y  q u j ,  k  r o  g r ' a s D ,
She rnusl  lealn as rr r l rch ani l  as quickl r ' .  as she can,  as she knows hel_ year.s
of  learning rDay be . rut  shot f ,  She $,olks har,a l  i r  schooi ,  anal  hurr ies each
eveniDg fo heavv holne chores.  EveIy , 'a t ier  four"  f inals our l i t  e scholal .<
i le l lL over the r iver"s edge. * .ashing . lothes aDal  vegetables.  Besir les the
fami lv \ rash,  she has hel  custol l rets.  anal  bv re few cents rus earr le i l .  she
l le ips to \ , i -a ld o11 thc dai ly  rhreai  of  being keDt hone t ron school .  , l ,o fh€
classloon she br . i rgs her "soles" and whle s inginB ol l t  her lessoDs, hel '  han. ls
are busv ply ing the rough nee( l1e and.+\e coarse threaal  ih l .ough the at ter-
nat i rg laycr .s of  rags at ld Dapel  that  a.-e re Dake-up of  the soles ot  Chinerc
icoi$ear ' .  Not  only her.  orvn shoes rr rusi  she creale l lu t  l ikewise fhose of  th{)
fa l r r i lv ,  f ] Io] .eovel .  ever 'v  \ew Yeat she must present her futu l .e father and
nloiher. - in- la$.  $ i rh a wel l  lnode n^i . ,  of  shoes.  This is  the alaughter iD_la$, ,s
t r ' ib  te and she must not  be founal . lacki l lE_

.{  CATECHIS}I  LESSON
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These and maDv other l i t f le  i l ivers ions f lnal  a Dlace in a L ishui  school
s i r l 's  dav.  and she dare noi  complain.  No. she alare not  complain.  She
dare noi as she knortrs that a murmur' r*,ill not lgssen her duties any, anil
might only enalanger the loss of het' heart's alesire-her school day6.

In Lishui where we have a Separate Gills, School vre al'e able ro grve
sDc(, ia l  a i tent ion to thc f la in ing of  our g i r ls  in the home arts.  Neecl le-work is
beguD in the ear lv grades.  The makirg of  shoes in c lass is  not  only permit te i l
but  encouraged, and hel l fu l  teachers are always anxious to teach and helD
the students wi th sole ani l  shoe making.

Every Thursday p.rn.  is  wash-day,  and the parents co-opelate by l inv iNe
a f i t i l  share of  c lothes on hand for  their  daughters.  Teachers acconDaDy the
gi l ls  to the r iver  * .here the washi l lE is  a lone.  , {s ea.h piece is  washeal  i t  j

sDlead on the shor 'e to dry,  then neat ly  fo l i led and cani€al  hotrre.

Br iak ina the resl )onsib i l i tv  of  the srhool  k i tcheD in g louDs. thc gi r ls
lealD how to . .ook iheir  r ice and vegeiabler .  Besides the cooking they nlusr
Dlrr 'chase the suppl ies they need and thr is  begin to pt .epare for .  their  futu le
Io les as housekeepels.

Ol l I  f r ie l rds in Canada wo[ l t l  be quire sulp l ised lo know that  Re] ig i . rn
is not  Derni t te i l  even in ] I iss ion Schools.  No. i t  is  not .  br l i  th is is  one law
ihaj  the l l l iss ion S.hools i lo  not  abide bv an( i  Rel ig ion is  taught to Cht ist ian
and pagalr  a l ike.  Caiechisur.  Bib le Histor .y and the l ,ec i tat ions of  prayels

,{  SICK C^{LL BY RICKSH-A.W
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Iorm part  of  rhe r .e l iEiots course aDcl  the chj ldreD del ight  in i t .  Nc, t  vel .y
nrar ly  are baDt ized,  as the pagaD parents '  consent is  not  easy to obtain,  -yet
to date.  nol  one of  our fo lurer  DuDi ls ha. .  i l ieal  wi  roul  bapt isrn.  In oLje yei l t , ,
r1 iDe of  our.  l i t t le  ones were sf t icken,  and al l  receiver l  bxpt isr [  ar i l  sonle
le( ,e i ted t i le  other sa.raDenis on their  i leaih beals_ Dul ing the ai l  ra ia ls oue
l i t t le  miss used to keep a bot i le of  \yaler .  ani l  ag sool l  as the,s i t ,en souded
she lar1 of f  ro thF s l re l ter  to Dut i l  on the l i t  e a l tar .  . , I t  ihe l )oDlDs co:ue
too c lose,"  she said.  " th is $ i l1 be or l r '  baDt isDral  wi1ter . . , ,

The chi l r l reD ale ihe hoDe of  ChiDa's fu lur .e and Lhe ] { iss ion; :chools a le
the hope of  the Chu.h 's f l r rure iD ChiDa. The long dlawn out  Sino JaDanes! :
\ \ 'ar  . ranped olu Dlans for .  a h jgh-school ,  but  rv i  r  Deace. \Le hope to see oui ,
wav c leal  to the accotnpl ishrnent  of  t l r is  gr .eaL reed
S c h o o l  i D  L i s h u i .

a Caihol ic  High

The Care of the Sick Poor
NuISi l lS thp s ic l i  Dool . is  the Dr,ecious Dt, i r i teae oi  at l  ] { iss io11al .y Sj , : ters,

aud i r r  L is l r  i  i i  is  o r '  .h ief  occuDat ion.

Lar ly c; l rh Droln i rg.  t ] re Sisret 's  d isDerse to ihei l  d i l ler .ent  f ietds,  sol l le
to the hosDita l  ( l isDensxl ' r ,  1yher,o h l indr 'er l , !  of  t ra i ients f lock dai ly ;  o, Ier ,s rc
rLal ie the louDal  of  the c i ty  ho es,  1\ ,her.e lJed- l id( te l r  Dat ients anxiously arra i t
t i re ln:  o iher 's  i t !a iD aIe of l  or l  ar l  ear ' l r  s tar i  to t l re ou y i l lg  v i l lages_

Sanlpans.  t . ichsha$'s.  o l  chajr 's  are onl  t l reaDs of  get t ing to the ol r t ,ot - toND
sic l i .  OIer  cobble-s ione Io:rds oul  I i ( .k ,sha\ \ 's  Iunl t ) le;  up and d(r \Lr  rnour] tar : r

READY TO START ON AN ERRAND OF' CHARITY



, \ \ ( - t  !L-r  o! .  - \ t  El lc  f

l ' , r 1 l j s .  c n l  c o o l i e s  s l u n r b l e ;  a t r d  d o r r n  I ) a r a t e l l l l  I . i \ . e l s  o u l ,  s . { n t p e n s  g l i t l e ,  N I L
r , r t h 5  I c i d  r o  h o r n e s  i I  d i - q t l e s s  r v h e t . e  C o ( l  s  l ) r o r . .  N  ( l  C h i t : i : r ' s .  : i \ r n i t  i , r r l
s . r ) i i i i r r g  $ o r ' l i  n n r l  l L e . r l j n g  h r  r l  o I  t h e  N u r . . i u s  l l i s s i o  l t r ' ] '  S j s . i c l  l r l l  t | | t s
l ( , l t l  i r ,  s o  l . ,  t h .  g r l t n e l i n g  o i  \ \ . h i . h  i s  l h c  _ \ l i s s i o n x f i e s  c t o r i o u s  f r . i r i l e g a
a  r l r  g l e e r e s i  i , o l r s o l a t i o D .

r : . . , . . i ,
f e j  \ 1 i i !  0 r '  $ L { , r e  j t  ( . o n r e s ,  t h e  L a i l

-  .  .  r ,  , , , , i  e i \ . . .  $  r : j
l l t e  f e e i  o l  l h e  - \ u r : i i r r g  S i s t e r ' .  l l e t j c r -
r r g  l ' : o l ,  r .  l ,  , i  -  , , r  I  s o o  r i r , q  i - r ,
:sh bl .ows is  her l ) r 'o lessjo l r ,  an( l  s ]Le
i  r .  i -  j  , J  r .  r r  .  , . t r , . i . r r .  , r .  n i -  . . i e - .
R  r '  . r r , 1 . . " 1 1 ' n - 1  j r r  l r - r  r 1 i r . J ,  c .  s . r t s
n | | r e r  ] . . ,  \ j r t  i .  i l r a : . j l . k n I  o I F s ,  i 5

the tho[ght  o l  a sou]  to be snatc l real
I  o l I  i l r "  , l a " \ r r . ' i . .  3 n J  l l o t  r r ,  i  u ,
t a ! ,  i : . l t L  l r  r  r ) .  I r ,  a n  i r r i a r . r  r , , , ,
r - r lsed and help less,  a venel .able o la l
I r a  r i a r '  l r .  o .  t l r p  l i  t -  e o o . t s  " i | 1 ,  . ,
,  o u l , l  b a  r l t a  . o f l l r r  l | r a k a r ' .  d e L r g t r .  i , ,
i l  r r a l '  p v p l ,  L  t l r . .  t t o t t a D  l a - .
P r i e s r ' s  . o n .  \ u  r , r r  r p r  w h o  ' .  i . ,
Sis ler  is  anxious,  and she l l r 'ays.  as
she hastens otr ,  fot  the l ight  of  g lace
to)  the soul  cf  the Dal ient .

S ISTERS IN CHI\- . {



Come Follow Me
.A.re you $onder iDg, \ tor ly in8 pelhaps,  about $hat  you ar 'e going to do

r l i lh  youl  young l i fe? You want to do the r iSht  th ing and nrake the mosL

ot the ta lenls \ { i t 'h  whjch God has blessed you.  You have prayeal  and ar 'e

st i l l  Draying and dur ing those plecious Doments of  ta lk ing to God. have you

not leard,  l rerhaDs a l i t t te fa int ly ,  yet  c lear ly,  His cal l ,  "CoDle,  Fol lovt  Me?"

You hpsi ta le.  you wont ler ,  perchaDce you ar .e even a bi t  af ra id.  You are

l lo i  so sure Nhether '  God Ieal ty does rvant  you or  even that  yotr  youlsel f

Nant to fo l low Him. I t  is  not  easy to make a decis ion anal  vet  deep do$'n iD

yot l r  youDg Cathol ic  heart  you know that  you want to be what,  and where

Gorl  wants you.

Have you evel  thoughi  of  God neediDg yolr  as $rel ]  as want i rg you? Yes,

i le may neeal  even l i t i le  vou,  to do something l ) ig for  HiDl .  His o$' I1 wolds

are.  'The halvest  indeeal  is  g leat  but  t l le  labourers a le few".  ' fhose \ r rords

]  ) i  A C]OR\T]R OF THE G.\RDE-\

t , i e r e d  i ) v e r  n i D e l c e n  h u r d r ' e c l  y e a t s  a g o  s t i l l  l i l l g  t t u e  t o r l a ] ' a n d  C h r i s i  i s  s . i l l

. ia i t i l rg,  fo l  genelot ls  sol l ls  to iake LrD the ce tu l ies 'o ld chal leDge; tot l . l -v  Dlo13

thdn ever ' ,  Chr ' is i  need-( ,  Chr ' is t  1) lea{1s for  l i rbourels-  Don t  vou t1! i rh lhar i i , '

couI(L use you ?

Gcd Ior 'ces no ol le He invi ies.  \ \ 'e  car lnot  ( ihoose Hi ln.  "You have r ] ' r t

.hosen l le."  He -caid,  but  " I  have chosen yo[ ."  \ \ ' ] ra i  a beaut i fu l  anal  g lo l iou:

Dl iv i lege Lo be choseD by Chl is t  Hi ] l lsel f  1o be His Cher ishecl  b l ide- io be H;s

ro$olkel  in thc t lervenlv a l . t  of  saving souls.  What an enviable vocat ion:

Is i t  yours?



- { t  rhe Dreseir t  t lme t i re ie is 'a great  need for '  vocat ions.  Our own dear

country is  in waut of  more Sisters.  We I leed Sisters to mother our orpl lans '

nurse olD s i .k .  leach our l i t t le  ones lve need Sisters,  generous souls to care

for  our 'a leal  o la l  D€ople those t reasures ot  chl is t  on the threshol ' l  of  heaYeu

Yes. Canaala neeals a vast  a lmv of  re l ig ious to work anal  pray,  io br ing and

keeD Canada c lose to God.

Yes,  Canaala neeals an almy but  Canaala must a lso sacr i f ice an army Fr 'orn

al is taDt sholes a ctv.omes o 'er  he watels.  L isten to i ts  p lea' l ings l t  is  lhe

cal l  of  Chr ist  to canai la.  In the f ie lds of  the forc isn missions [ r i ] l ions ot

souls ar 'e pel ishing,  mi l l ions of  souls who know not  God because thele is  no

onc to te l l  theln.  Into ihese far_f lung k ingdoms Chr ist  is  &sking gererous so[ ls

to Dlunge. The harvest  is  whi te,  \ \h i te fo l  galner ing bui  there is  no one

ther 'e to galner for  Heaven-the labotre ls are too lew Should you be there?

Young Caihol ic  Gir ' l ,  is  Chr isf ,  asking you to eDl is t  in His forces? Has

He a conmission tor  you in His hoDe or foreign legion? Think i t  over"  and

enl is t  wi th voul  ta lents anal  st re lg ih of  soul  ant l  bo ' lv  Anv work wor ih* 'h i le

means sacr i f i ie  to those who unalel take i t .  China,  wi th i ts  exteDsive terr i lory

aDd ln i l l ions of  inhabi tanls,  is  for  ihe most part  l iv ing in the darkness ot

PagaDisDr.  Rel ig ious men anal  l ronren have long leen \ rork ing successful ly  lu l

s lorv ly among them. WaI has iDter fereal  considerablv wi th the \York ot

rn iss ioDaly pr iests anal  Sisters,  but  wi th the leace-proclarnat ion,  the le lugee

rrorkels a l 'e a l l  reaniDatet l  rn- i th the hoDe of  a speedv return,  to bui ld uD

the lu ins ot  their  churches,  convents,  hospi ta ls,  schools,  etc

- \ r 'e voLr anxious to b6tong to th is a l 'my of  Chr ist '  which sacr ' i f i 'es i ls

dealest  interest  to save souls? I t  so,  apply to the headqual ters o l  these

rr l jss ioDaII  enaleaYours-The Grey SisteIS'  l lo therhouse, Pembroke,  Oniar io '

where .andialate-c are Dlepaleal  for  the Fie ld afar '  YoLr rnay ask Nhat require-

rnenis are necessaly-goodl  l leal lh.  gooi l  wi l l .  the spi t i t  of  sacr i f ice aDd

obeal ience.  These q11al i t ics wi th God's b lessing colnbined,  teDd to mal ie a

\ \  € j l l ' l i t ted rr iss ionarY.

.S.  JOURNEY BY S.T] I IP.{N



St. Francis Xavier's Catholic Mission
Vancouver, B,C.

Sf. !- t .ancis Xavier 's Chinese Ca rol ic Mission openeal i ts doors on theFeast of i ts gleai missjonary DatroD, December 3rd, 19gg, and was sc, lemnly
blessed by His Excel lency ,{rchbishop Duke of Vancouver. A fe. iv alays later
the Grey Sisters of the Immaculale ConceDlion moved into the Mission aDalopened uD their Kinalergarten io begin fhe $,ork of saving souls. coal haalcorne to Chinatown anal He baal cotr le to stal.

For a r ime. re\ '  h^al only one DuDil,  rcn came a seconal and a hir i l .  Atlast the n. 'rber elew foo rdrge f.r  f l re no'e too,roomy house which haal toserve as a chaDel. kindet,gal, ten and Ie-qi i lence for fhe Drission personncl,
Soo , ho$ever.,  Divine provialence had secul,ed a snal l  bui lding al irec y acrosstroDr the mi siol house anal this maale possible a convent for re Sisters, ablessing they deeply appreciate, Sacrif ices, worries anal crosses . lvere never
aDs€rnL arrr l  oDDosit ion f i 'oDr val iOUS nOn-sectarian agencies in valrcouve|s
Cbinaiowrr oDlt serveal to inclease the hat.vest of souls. .{ t  Dresent f l rekindergarte[ ]ras a constant enrotnent of ovel. f i f ty chi ldren who are lealningthe Iudinents of the Cathol ic f i ,ai th from their genfle teachers whose loyal
and generoLrs ser'vicc anal cooDerai iorr wi r fhe Scarbolo Foreign ]\{ jssion
Society, $'hich is in charge of the \{ ission, Are helping to plan, that gratn ofn1uslalcl  seed whicjh ] ' ) ids fair to become short ly a wi. le spreading tree in\rarrcouver's ChiDatown.

.\nother. highl ight in rp Dljssion,s history was the opeDing of the oDly
al l  Chinese Glade S.hool in Canada. This iook Dlace in 1989 and the GreySislers assuDl€d charge of the i iay school, teaching Gtai ies One to Eight.

The init ial  Iegistrat ioD, nrlDlberiDg l i f ty f ive pupi ls, is constan y i I l .LeasrDg.
The Sisters r lho are assisleal by Miss Violet Wong, are naking Dossible thodreanls of a Chil lese Cathol ic Schooi $heIe Chinese boys and gir. ls-are instructeal
in a truly Cathol ic atmosphere.

The success of this apostolate dcpeDds on these pupils now atlending theChinese Cathol ic cla{ie School. TheJ.- '  al .e the future cit izens of Vancouver.s
Chilratown. and only in a Ca rol ic School wi l l  they receive that trainiDg, that
rroral outlook on l i fe, that love of Go.l  and ouf Holy Faith, \hich wil ]  make
ihem future cit izens of l{eaven.

HeIe, again, Mother l .ouvi l le,s youngest alaughters ar.e forging l t lothel '
l ink in thai glorious chain of loyal and generous seryice tol GoA anct souts_
lrue missionaries and co_.rvolkers ir l  Clr l ist.

-T-

The Interior Life
I 'ToDr the above outi ine i t  wi l l  be seen t 'hat re Grey Sisters ot t l ie

InrDraculate CoDception enbr.ace al l  works of charity; anal that those requir ing
tl le greatest arnount of alevotedDess aDal self-abnegation are the rnost contorm_
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able to the sDi l i t  of  the Foundress.  The Norks of  the Grey Siste ls ar .e ot  a

nature to sal is f r -  souls ani  ated wi th the most ardent  zeal .  Nhi le hold i l ls

i l l  areat  esteern the wol 'k  of  nerc i fu l  char i ty  \vhich gave l ise to i ts  foundat ion
- that  of  the care of  the s i .k .  poor ' .  and l l lore unfor tunate of  the nembers

of  Chr ist - thev ha\ 'e.  in imi ta i ion of  their  \ {other Oonmuni tv i I r  Ot ta$-a,

coul inued the other works of  teaching.  nuls ing.  and the care of  re l ig ious

iDsi i iu t ions.  ' Ihus qual i f icat ions an( l  ta lcDts of  v&r ious k inds can be put  to

prol i table use for  the glo ly of  God and the salvai ion of  souls.  Young gir ' ls

dcsi lous of  devot ing their  l ives to God may f ind aDrong these Drany and var ious

works an ont let  for  their  holv anlb i i ioDs.

I t  must  not  be thought,  howevel ,  thai  on acco[ l l t  of  ihe iDtense act iv i ly

of  thei l  l ives,  these Sisters ovel look the al l  in lpol tant  means of  succeedjng jD

their  act ive labors,  Worh in the seNice of  Chl is t  caDnol  be canieal  on alone

Tbere n1usf  be ar  unfai l ins sonlce l rorD vhich to dra!v sDir i iual  s t length:

and in or .del .  to carry wi th the to the souls wi th whorn thev conle in contact

the spi l i t .  of  Chr ist ,  thev thernselves ] rust  be thoroughlv imbued \ f i th thal :

st i l i t ,  m'hence are they to c ler ive the graces rrecessary fo l  their  Drany arduol ts

tasks.  i t  not  f loD) the union wi i i l  ohr is t  in their  inter ior  l i te.  Thelefole,  as

n lorrr lda| ion for ' their  acl ive l i fe,  the Sisters devote consi( le lable t in le io p layer

and sDir i tual  pxer ' ( i ises.  ' I i rey asDi le to the Del teci ion of  the inte l io l  l i fe
'bv the Dr 'act i . re of  the three vo* 's of  povertv.  chast i tv  ant l  obet l icncc.  \ \ 'h ich

thoy Dlonor ince on the day ot  thei l  Dul) l ic  Dtofession.  and also by the Dlact i { rc

of  n l l  lhe othel  v i r ' lues.  in(r luded in the l i ie  a l ld ieaching ot  lheir  Drodel ,  Chl is t

ST. FR.{NCIS X.{VIER'S C.\THOLIC ]I ISS]ON V.A.NCOUVER
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The Spirit of the Community
Nith t.egald to the spir i t  of the Community, i ts characterist ic virtues an{l

t l le qual i t ies to be expected, or at least alevelopei l ,  by those who seek arlmissicn
io the Novit iate of the Grev Sisters of the Immaculate Conception, they arlherc
al i  fat as Dossibte to those inst i l led into fhe ffrst members of the Comnunity
by l lofher d'Youvi l le herself .  Tbe dist inct trai is of the claughters of r is holy
Foundress are: charity, simplici ty, courage in the accomplishnent ol altr ty anal
joy in sacri f ice_ H[rnan natule undoubtealty chafes unaler the yoke ot the
selt-abnegation rcqui led for their toi lsome l i fe bui God.wil l  not be outaloDe
rn generosi ly as expelience at ever-y moment proves, I t  is Our Lol,d Jesns
Christ Hinrself  Whom the Grey Sistel,sees in the poor ani l  the unformnate; j t
is His wounds that she washes anal alresses in the sick ani l  inf ir .m. Ho\\,  could
she fai l  to be haDDy in proving ihus her grat i tuale to her Divine Redeenler.?
What No11der. then that her deaih is so peacefut? Those .$, i tnessing her. last
DlcrrneDts clesire lo be lavouled as she is. The principal alevotions beq[eathei l
by ]Iofhel '  r l 'Yo vit le to her'  CoDrmuDity al,e: Devotion to the Eternai ! .athef
and to Divine Plovidence: Devotion to ihe Holy Oross, to the passion ot Otrr
Lol i l  aDd io His Sacled Heart;  Devotion to the Blesseal Virgin, to St. Joseph,
: ind to the Holy -\ngels.

-t-

The Novitiate
The )re l ior l  of  Dtobat ion,  . lut ine $ 'h ich t t re novice nakes a studv of  r { ,

l i lc  aD{ l  de.r ides her futu l 'e,  coDsists of  ih lee par, ts :  (1)  ten months of  posaulanct ,
( : j  one veal  of  Novi t ia ie.  and (3)  th lee vears oI  tenpora] .v vows I ,e l leweC
an ual ly .  - \ t  the exDir 'at ion of  th is t ime -qi lnDle vox,s are pr .orounced for ,  l i f -a

Foreign Mission Work
Since nlanv oI  i l lose $hc nreke aDpl icat ioI l  fo l '  ent t .v  into the \o l . i t ia i ! ,

h. , \ 'e  becorne acquai  ted \ r i th Lhe Congregat ion through re Chir la mng^zi l l r . .
, I ( i  h. lve in v ip\ l_ 1o $ 'ork anong the Dagans of  China.  i t  is  Decessar.y lo tu i tke
sorrre ohselvat ions on th js Doir l t ,  The Co1rgregat ion of  the Grey Sis i ;ers of
tbe I r r lnraculate Concept ioD is not  essent ja l ly  a n is. : ionat .y Colnmuni ty.  t t  h ls
a1r l ) reSenf ODlv one l 'OIeiqn MiSsion \ i rhere ten Sisters ar ,e \ , r .ork i r3.  Thi l
IeDrain ing two hl rndled and ninetyf ive plofessed Sis iers are car. ry jng oD t t re i r
c la l i table \ ro lk i l r  lhe s ixteer Canadian ] r r iss ions.  Siste ls who fee]  no cai l  , ro

suah a vocai ion $:o ld never be asked io so agaiDst  re i r  x , i l l .  Onlv \ , r r1unreet .
r reNhers are senl  to China.  On ihe oiher hand, those $hose sole dr l rb i t ia l . l
in  f lDDly ina fo l  entry is  to devote their  l ives to work on the Ohinese t { iss ion,
nust  be 1l ' i l l i r lg  to p lace their  holr  a lesi t ,es in the hani ls  oI  Div ine pr .o1, i . leDce.

Goi l  s  $avs are lot  out .  ways.  anal  i t  coula l  easi lv  hapDen that  Div ine pl .ovia ler1cc
could have qui te o iher designs lhan her own for  one whose heart  is  Dresen ,v
set  on doing t r 'ore ign f f iss ionary $ 'ork.  When a young gir l  mani fests a a lesi le
ior '  su.h \ \ 'o lk .  i t  is  necessarv that  ber a lcs i res be actuateal  by r ight  rnot ives,
Ulat  sbe Dossesses aDl i fude for  the work,  gooal  heal th.  sol id habi ts of  r . : l ig iot ls
l i fe,  e ic. .  betore such distant  a l ld sel f -sacr i f ic ing labours be conf ideal  to her.
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Who can bFtter  decide whether she has these necessary qual i l icat ions than

the SuDel io l 's  to Nhorr  she .onl ia les helsel f  for  t ra in l r l8? I t  is  qui le c leal

t t rat  as we have only the one Folc ign f l iss ion.  a verv l imi ted nuDber '  of  th€

Grey Siste ls of  thp Immaculate Concept ion wi l l  be chosen for  th is nork

The SuDerior  General  reselves the l ight  to choose among the volunteers those

Nho in her jualSrnent a le best  sui ted and therefore cannot promise def in i te ly

to any aspiraDt that  she wi l l  be of  the chosen ones.  Without  doubt those who

entel  wi th the exDless Dulpo,se ot  p lepar ing in every Nay possib le fo l  Foreig l l

f l iss io lary \volk.  and have the Decessary apt i tudes,  wi l l  receive f i rs t  considela-

t id1.  tsut  should they Dot be c l losen t l )ey lnust  accepi  th is r lec is ioD as lhe Wi l l

of  God for  theDl-  I f  they are ar imared Ni th a deep spir i t  of  fa i t i r ,  thev $l l1

l ino* '  Dlost  a. :sur-edlv that  i f  God has desr ined tbenl  for  Fole ign ] I iss ional l '

Nork,  He wi l l  inspir 'e their  SuDeI ioIS to choose thenl .  I t  has happe ed Dot
j ) r f reouenl lv  that  those who have er tered \v i th ihe sole i t lea of  doiDg Foreign

- ' , l iss ionary \ r 'oIk,  ha1.e.  before the coDrDlet io11 of  their  Novi t iate,  f ieelv let t  the

Drat le l  in the SuDeI ic l 's  hands,  and NeIe qui te wi l l ing io s l ren( l  thejr  l ives

i l l  the c l ta l i tahle aDosiolate .a ied or l  in  lbe manv Canadian f l iss ions.  GoLl

Ll r l te i  l rse of  ihe. :a11 ot  the l l iss io l ls  for  the develoDrDent ot  many a voc:r t ic l t

( i€s i jned ro la l )our '  fo l  sor i ls  ( j loser '  1o home. The ]engib of  i i lne Co!s ideleJ

l le(essart ' that  a subje. t  he sumcient l ,v  equipDed $i th knowledge and e\Der icnc"

to face the t l ia ls  of  mjssionalv l i fe is  at  least  four-and a hal f  vear i r .  Th;s

r . iYr .s her ' .  besides the t i lne oI  the Novi t iate p loper ' ,  th lee -veaIs spenl  oIr

Canaal ian - l l iss io l ls  as a professed rovice.  , \ f te l  t l le  p lotouncing of  f iDa]  vol ts

shc nrav volu teer.  l rust ing in l ) iv ine Plovidence that  i f  He sees f i t  io  accel l

her ' .  she \L i l l  bc among the chosen ones.

En Route to L i ,qhui
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My Vocation in Life

Behold Dre ai  thy feet ,  O Virg in

most k ind,  seeking to obtain

through thee.  the nrost  iDrporta[ i
grace of  knowing what I  ought to

do.  I  desire nothing but  to comply
p a  J c c r l y  $ i r l r  l l r e  \ \ ' i  o I  l l r y  D i v i n e

Sor at  Fvery rnornent of  Drv l i fe

l lothel  of  cooal  Counsel ,  ler  n1e hear

thy voice- I t  \ ' i1 l  d ispel  ever 'y

donbt that  t r .oubles rny mind.

I  t lust  i r j  thee,  beine conf i r lent  rar ,

s ince thou ar t  the f , {other of  my Re_

deeurer ' .  tholr  wi l t  a]so he the l lo rer

of  my salvat ion.  I f  yorr ,  O ] ' Iary

wi l t  not  seDd Ire a r .ay ot  re Divure

SuD, what l ight  1{ i l l  enl ighten tne?

Who Ni l l  c l i rect  r le j t  thon r .efusesr,

Nho at t  the l lother '  of  th- .  uncleater l

Wisdoln ?

tr  is ten,  then,  to n ly humble praJ,et .s.

[ ,et  Dre Dot be ]ost  j l r  n, Iy  uncel ta i r ty

. rnd instabi l i ty ;  lead nre along the

stra ight  roaal  that  ends iD l i fe ever. -

last ing,  thou \ .ho ar t  my oDly l toDe,

a n , l  \ \ J r o q a  l r a r r r l c  a t "  t I l )  o i  I . i ( l r e "
. ) t  v i r t l le  aDd of  1 i fe.  and \dro

dispeDsest  the f iu i ts  of  horc l l l .  aDd

i l  ( t i n e  s  s .

300 days Ind. once a day.
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