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This is the last issue of the Capsule frcrn ttte desk of tJte D{ecutave

DirecEor of the N.W.T.H.A. for o}er terr years, Peter Verhesen. As

of Jnne 1, !g7g Larry Todd of Ye1lcr/knife will- fill the el<ecutave
cfrair ana'guide the lctivities of this Associaticn. tnfr. Verhesen will

be leav ing t t reNor th to takeupdu t iesasAd t in i s t ra to ro fS t ' l 4a r f " s
Generaf Hospital in T?ochu, Alberta.

By: Peter Verhese!'r
. and

Larry Todd

D'lR. LAt\IRniG E. TODD

P. Verhessr

To ma.rk t]rc occasion tie Association presented lt- and l"lrs. Verhesen
with a Cereificate of 4)preciation as well as a beauti-ful carving ill
ivory and stone.



lilovr it is my turn, Larry.

This Vol-ure 7 No. 2 of the Capsule, crcntains a numbr of farev,relfs
and tributes. In fact it ma-rks the errd of an era in nore ways than one.
Ho^rever, it is not with sadness that I take leave of the perscns '
institutions and heal-t]1 care systsn I have been a IErt of for alf these
years. Heracfitus, jl the fifth centurt/ before Christ, said that,
"Nothilg srdures but ctr,ange", and that adage nust be recogtnized as occurr-
ing in the lives of each of us. I look forward to applyilg my
experierrces in a ns'r setting.

Ttpse vrtro have Labor:red in the healttr care fiel-d in tlre Norbh all left a
rE-rk, an irnage, vftrich perhaps rnay only be re[rsTbered by a brcnze plaque
or a rr)nrnlEnt. At this tine I feel part of that sPj-rit wtrich carried us
through and I also feel assured that ttle successes of the future wilf
have to be built cn that salre spi-rit. Should this intangible be absent
the buildings themselves witl- be sr6>ty and void of true lifegtiving and
life railtajnilg care.

All-cx,r nE to recognize tr,lo ildividuafs
who deserve our appreciatic,n for their
contrjlcution to the well being of
northerners. Doctor E. El-izabettt Cass,
@hthalnric surgeon, recipient of the
@mrdssicners Ar,vard and the Order
of canada, has shared her knotvl-edge t
applied her skil-ls in Canadat s North-
land since 1958.

Ies. Lifl-ian Pieper, seen here
chatting with I4I. hlaltne Buske,
has ccntribr-'t ed unselfishly and
in crrcat rrEasure to the heafti of
the }Eopl-e of ttre cqnrn:nities in
vfiich she lived.
As Public Hea1th Nurse; nenrber of
the hospital Board and Secretnry-
Treasurer of this Association,
r,i1lian deserves tlle esteem of
every citizen in the N.W.T. ' and
especiallv Fort SrRith.

l&s. Pieper i-rr 1978 was recognized by
her peers hltlen an honorarl' life rerrber
ship was besto,ved t-pon her by the
N.w.T. Registered Nu.rses Association.



As a last farewel,l I r',ould like to convey my tlEnks to It. Paul. Nind
for his support during his teflns as President of this Association.

IEst, but not J-east, I rlrculcl fike to e<press my gratitude to l(en
Caetz, President of ttre Association, with lttrcm I shareal the jqfs as
wetl as the frustrations during the past 15 years in ttp cqtte-:<t of
ttle N.W.T. Hospital Association.

To al-1 IrV c!-r^,rorkers, especially l"trs. F. Gordon, our efficient t)pist
and lay-out artist, my sincere gratittrde.

-{onett\ 
$orn- {ho:e

ph{s{c.q\s ! Even m

:hock- groot
g\s'ico\o ! Even m)
,ot4- proot wotc\ -,ii'i.'Iu"..i.tia t'

, ,  r /  I  r t  I

ttctqo\tj, \ve bcan fiilKlnj
oP Ueelmino a dostor.

\ hqvc, the ho'{dwribinq tor ib.

HtL



T H E  E N D  O F  A N  E R A

I{ittr ttle closing of St. Affrts General Hospital ttle activities
of the R.C. (hurch irr health care in ttre Diocese of l,lackerzie - Fort
Snith, will- forrnally ccfiE to an end.

lhe era spans 112 years, frcrn a beghnirrg in tlre gn:ey buildirg
or the banlcs of the nighty l'4ackenzie at Fort Provj-dence. where the
Klondike grold seel<ers of 98 sought relief and care, to institutions in
Fort Sijrpson, Fort Resol-uticn, Ahl-avik and F()rt Smj-th.

St. l'!arga-ret's, btdlt in 191:6, burnecl to
the c_rrou:rd in 19 29 . A new St . I'4a-rgaret ' s
arose irr 1930, extended in 1952 to contnin
32 beds. It served until it was replaced by
the Fort Sirrq;son Hospital, or,vned and operatd
by ttle Federat DefJartrertt of Heafth and
I^Ielfare j-n l4ay of 1973.

Fort Sirpson, at the cqrfluence of the Liard
and the l4ackenzie has a long and varied
history and St. l4argaret's played an irportant
ro1e. In 1963 a total of 5,051 patient days
were incr:rred at an average cost of $15.71.
In 1972 t]le nurber of patient days was 4,742
at $35.50 p.p.d.
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Farald Hospital in Fort Rae dr l"brian Itke
at t}re norLh end of Great Slave lake,
senred the ur:icnre @rj-b Indian Cdlrunity
frcrn 1935 untj-l- AugBrst of 1974' wtpn
!,bdical Services replacd tl.e 51, bed hospi-
tal witl: a cottage hospital- ill Rae-Eclzo.

Faraud il 1963 served 7,314 patient days
at an average cost of $13.17 and in 1973,
the last fu]1 year of operation, had 3,930
days at a cost of $57.14 P.P.il.



!6ddrE vanier, at tlre
@casicn of the Governor
Generalr s visit to Fort
Sfupson in 1951, toured
ttre hospital.

tr&s. Vanier is seen here
with orre of the Pa.tients.

Bishcp P. Fallaize, with
bfind-cane, ctnts with
I4rs. J. Vill-enerr're cn the
tiird floor of St.
I'4argarets.

Sister M. I-drlire olFJates the
100 M.A. X-raY nrachine wtrich
was standard equiFent i.l|-l
rnany ncrthern heal r care jnsti-

tuticns.

lvladarTE Vanier



The nortlerffrDst hospital in Canada,
Imnacuiate conception, in A]<l'avik,
buift in l-925 with 22 beds, closed
in f961, as dicl the hospital oIEraL-
ed by the Anglican Church, v'hen in
EasJ Ttrree (presently tnuvik) the
Imrvik Gens:al- Hospital was opened
by the Federal GoverrrrEnt -

l,lrs. L. Pieper of Fort $rdth uorked
in Al<la.'rik ls a m:rse ii'r the 19 40 ' s '

St. Josephrs Hospilal in
Fort Resoluticn has as
nany as 100 beds and was
built irl 1938. Res- as
it is l<rom for short, was,
r:ntii the 1930's tfie seat
of ttre Diocese, situated
as it is on tlle south shore
of Great Slave Lake.

:i;;iiii: ii, e S ffi S



AIl these irstituticns r,vrere adninistered, and largtely staffed
by tlre Grey Nuns of lbntreal and the Oblates ' boti Fathers and Brothers.
These nEn and vcaen calle North as servants of the sick of nankird,
wtterever tlrey nright be' to tlle ends of t}e earth. the Grey lftrls brought
the +Jairing in ntrrsiJrg and nedicine of the South to this Northland
and applied it i.n an u-rselfish Chrj-stian spirit as ccnmanded by tlteir
Fburder, tlre Blessed tlbrguerite d'Youville, teho set the exanpj-e of
courage, ingerruity, pioneering enthusiagn and r.u-riversal-ity of cha.rity
tr,ro centrubs ago.

Or Sepbsnber 21, J-:978 tle Post Office Depart-
flsrt issued a stars) bearing the effigy of
fihrguerite c YornrilLe. That event honored
this great Canadian wcnan, wlp tlEough her
follorers has had suctr a far reaching in-
fhrence i:r tlre healtn care and. educaticn in
Canada.

on befral-f of the people ill tlle Northr,t rest
Territories, the capsule w-ishes to IEy tribute
to all- the crey nr.rns wtp have laboured North
of '60. the urork dcme Lry these heroines vlas
terrrEd, "not only necessary, but essential i:t
our troubfed and worried world of today".

Stamp of Marguerite d'Youvi e (Posbmster General Gilles Ianontagne)
issued by Canada.

Governor General Jules leger held the cledicatj-cn, vAdch has characterized
the lives of so rnany Sisters, up as an o<anple to the vlcnen vltro todair
seek their lilceraticrn. His Excellenqg stated that freedcrn not onlt- ccEr-
slsts in taking, but also i,r giving.

l4ay this spi-rit, this definable set of values, energize ttre
lives cf those whc rr'prk i-n the health cemtres and hospitals of the ccrninq
decades.

BIesseC llb.rguerite d'Youville



The Capsule also wj-shes to salute and pay its respecEs
to the OJlates of !4ary lflnaculate, to ttrc priests, v*to rjlistered
to t}e sicl< of our cdnnhj-tj-es i who listened to and cared about
the spiritual, enrctional and social problons of our patients. The
OJlates tftereby fu.lfilled a vital- fwrction j.rr tt€ a&',inistration of
nedicile, care of tlre whole [Erson, e*Ether +"hey were fonnalfy cqF
sidered to be part of tlrc healing team or not.

To the Oblate Brottlers, vrho with their skills jn the
varior:s trades, engineering, caq)en'"ry, fanning, etc., etc.,
erected the hospitat brrildings ' naintained thsn, after calling c}
all ttre ingerruity a nErn can rruster, and fed ttre pa.tients and staff
al-ike with their eploits in farming and hwrting. Ttrese ren did
not cornt hor:rs or days and thejr record of output IEr rnan year is
nothing short of phenorcnal.

To each oblate who spent his energies withiJl the walls of
our hospitals, the capsule sends a big ttnnk you.

It is our hope that tlle effic ienry of your ski1ls blended
with the Christian sensitivity to the needs of our fellcnu nan, will
ccntinue in future healttr care institutions in ttre North.

lbst of us could nove norntai:rs
if only sonEone r,rlculd clear
the foothills out of tlle hiay.

].#

"Everybody thirilcs of
charrgirrg hunanity ard
ncbody thinks of changing
himsel-f "

I€o Tol-stov

"EFrors slrould be reasoi-rs
for grovrth, not et<cuses
for discouragerent. "

I'nonl'Ilr)Us

"I v;ordered w1:y
do sorething.

that I was

scnebody didn't
Then I realized
sdrebody'l

Ancn]'lItDus
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A f*.r facts about tl€ fr:lly aceedited St. Afft's General-
Hospital in Fort snith.

Originally built irr 1914, octerded irr 1930 St' Ann's lvas

tlle largest liifaing in the N.w-T. for rmny years' A part of tlle

old stricture stil-l stands. A sol-ariuo was a special feature'

Itre firs+- resident physician arriveC in 1921'

In l-951 the present St. Annts was erected and officially

opened in April- of 1952. capacity 110 beds '

In l-961 during ccrrstnrcticn of an additicn and renoya-

tions, a total of 
"ccte 

i3,000 [Etient days were reported at an average

crcst of $10.00 P.P.d.

In1962gcterrsiverenorraticnsardtfieadditicrrof.!rpderrr''
facilities such as tlre fjist e1e\rator in the N 'W' T 

""ve!'e 
cc[pleted '

During tlle hot flslth of July 1963, l-,900 days were

seruiced or over 6f patients ech clay.

With the declirre of T-8. in the N'W'T' the 1eve1 of general

lrork increased. Surgery was perfonred at St' }J)nrs rntil- 1974' In

ltti --h" laboratoq' ina *-.an as well as t1.e operating rocrn were out-

fitted with the latest equiFEnt.

Accredi tat ionstatuswasachigvedjnlgT5ardagairr i l . rLgTT.

A true teem spirit prevai-J-ed anorg ttre staff at St' Antrrs'

Board, nEdical staff, aernittittt"tion and t}Ie various staff carmittees

a;;.;= ttre credit of a jcb vell_ dqre in the detiverl, of healtl care in

tlre conm-rrity of Fort snith.
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A special tribute mrst go to llis D{cellenqf BishoP Paul Pic}e, wtro
heads r:p the Diocese Organizaticns anil bears the uLtjrEte req:osi-
bility for all the Churdt's activities, including those of the
hepitals desei-bed dr tle pages of thj-s editicn.

l?re irseipticn on the plaqr:e, not visible cn tlte Fhotoglralths, reads:

"In tharikf.rl apprecialicn"
Ilis E<cellerrql Bishop PauI Piche ' O.M.I., D.D.,
Presented at ForE Snith, lilJrtlFest Telsitories.

In hcrror:r and wittr deep a5:preciaticrn of the
waluable service given tte ccrirnnities of tlp

ltacikenzie District ard For-b Snith irt particular
since 1958 as Iiead of tlle Diocese of lthc.l<enzie

Fort. sdth anil chai-nnan of St. Ann's
@neral- Hospital's Governing Board"

As strcrdn ill the photograPhs the pJ-aque was presented by His 
"brship,l,layor Paul- IGeser cn befialf of the ccrmnnlity of Fort srdth ard t}te

lbd(enzie District @hoto #l-) t

by I{r. I€st Petersdl as Ctrairnan of the Hospital's Advisorl'- Board cn
behalf of all tfie nsTbers of ttre Board (Photo #2) and '

by lt. Peter Verhesen, A&njnistrator of St. AffIrs General- Hospital on
Uenaff of the thousand pl-us s@l-q/ees wtlo worked at St. Annrs cdleral-
Hospital sjlce the ns^r (present) buiLling was opened (photo #3).

The CapsuLe joins the ccnnu-rity, the nsrbers of the Board ard ttre staff
of St. Affrrs in e:<pressing sincere and deep aPpreciaticn to His
s<ceIlenc.y Bishop P. Pictre, for the rnagrrificrnt contributicn to tlte
tr*rysical, fiEn*'al and spiritual health of al-1 wtro have been erposed to
the healinq porers of his hospitals.



T2

I'4ayor P. IGeser
Presents plaque

to Bishop P. Piche

l,t. P. Verhesen
Preserts plaque

to Bishop P. Piche

18. L. Peteron
Presents plaque

to Bishop P. Piche



I3
gI. AIO{IS GENERAL IGPIIAL, FORT SMrITI, N.W.T.

Picture #l-

R.C. Ivrission (1936)
St. Isidore's Churctl
St. Affl's General HosPital (1952)
st. Annts Gerreral Hospital (1930 ald 1914)

ltre portion of the origirral building rDst to your right (r"rith hip roof)
is the original St. Ann's Cgteral Hospital, erected in 1914. An additicn
with solariun as built in 1930. The white square building is tfie pres€nt
St. Ann's C€reral Hospital. This is also sho^In in Picture nunber 2.

Picture #2
i

l :I
t ,

I
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Picture #3

Picture nrrnber 3 shcr^rs the
trrD baci< wings as ltell as the
addition pnt crr in 1961.

the ploued field produced
potatoes for rnarry years for
staff and patigrts ali]<e-

Picture to tie l-eft was taken
in the "old hospital". Note the
wash basil. the water supply v,ras
purped fron a well and tnndted
through tfle hospital' s c,{^tn pressure
systsn. Oee of these systens was to
E-rrp ttre rdater irtto a large tarik
built irr the rafters and thel use
gtravity feed t}:roughout the buildirg.
The hospital lrad its c[tr] pcl^rer plant
producing a 32 volt system.

r  '  ! r ' l
I  

,  r :  j  . i



If,

Pictures dI tttis Page
sho^r tle striny corri-
dors, the furniture,
bedside table and
ctrairs in use irt the
"old" hospital.
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Brotlrer R. Bru)'ere
irdicates a detail
on the blueprirt of
St. Annr s General
Hospital (1950).
Watching is Bnotler M.
TLrrgeon.

Brother C. C1aeys irt
the boiler room with
wood fed boilers

Brother E. ltcin, Chrief
nrgiieer in tlle present
boiler rocm. (boilers
were ccnver-Eed to oil
firirrq irr 1961)
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these photographs, taken in the
"early days" aror:rd Fort Srlith
shctrr that travef vias slcrr and
arduous by dog tean (one of ttre
Sisters is Sr. St. qre]r)

ft upgraded (as shcr,rn belcr^r) to a
Irbdel T as shcrm i-rl this photo
taken at Halfiuay (c,n tfie portage
between Ft. Fitzgerald and Fort
SrlithJ

Belou: Sister Claire
opelrates the butter
churn. The fresh
rnilk care from the
co^'s on the "rnission
farm". This farm
produced also eggs,
turkeys, salt and
gtrarns.

(ear1y 1920's)
Dr. lvlacDc:tald, Fort Smith,s first
resident physician (wearing his
legendary waistcoatT d.ispensary) chats
wlt-l"r scnE sisters/nurses and pa.tients.
(ear ly 1920's)



Sister Josephi-rl€ lGrgoat
ta.l<es ttre ten[E-rature
of pati$t Elsie Ed!{ards.

the operating rocrn in
the ofd hospital. A
yor.rng patiqrt gets his
fractu.re attended to

Sr. TtErese Clnloux and
l4s. J. Pl-arn:ndon in tlrc
"ol-d" O.R. Approx. f949

Sister l4arie Lernire
vreighs Lillian van Pelt.
through the wirrdou in
the door behirrd Sister
the father looks cn.
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Sho\rn on this pa.ge are scnE of t.I.e nursing activities of the Grey NwIs '
vrtro, as a group, brought tlre first health ca-re and nursillg into the.

NoriJvest ierritories rnrre than a centur]' ago (Fort kovidence 1867)

Sister Claire Cardinal, Director
of Nursing at St. Arm's, checks
the pulse of pa.tient, fY. Irhr:rice
I\btayer (1975)

Sister R. Larnarche, v/ho took
x-rays, looked after the
phannacy and generally ccntri-
buted her talents freely in
rnany areas of patient ca-re,
a&dnisters first aid.

O: the porch 2nd floor, T.B. pdtient Grdlxry
Adele Berrwalf & Sr. Rosalie Ctrerlet.
In addition to m:rsing'(rarious hospitals
Sr. Cherlet was Publ"ic Health Nr:rse il
Ft. Providence for nnny years.

Ore of the sets of tripl-ets
(l,bVicar triplets) are
shocn off by nurse Sister
Jeannette Beauraeu.

i$$
"born at St. Ann's"
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The picture on the right taken at
approxjrEtely the sane time sho,vs scme
of ttte personalities cleeply irrvolved
in hospital affajrs and tEtierrt care.
Ffcm left to right, baclccr'/:

Sister E. Boisvert., Irene Seguin '
IJtarlz Piche, l4arie Iouise SePP,
l4arie Anarvik, FY. Ctrarles Gilles
wto served nEny years on ttte Board of
St. Ann's, Sister R. Cherfet.
Ftont rcff: Sr. R. Cdneau, Rita I'frigley,
Sr. M. Lachafibre, Irlrla I-grke and
Sr. R Deschenes

Lixda l,labbitt of St. lbn's staf f
also denDnstrates a visuaf
handicap

Edlrcation at St. Annr s

A nurses' aide course was taught
ccnnencing irr 1956. Receivirrg
thejr caps - fron l-eft to right - are

Rita !'lrigley, ltbrlz Piche, Irrna Lsrke
I4arie Iouise Sepp, l4a-rie Anarvik.

This was ttre fi.rst gtroup to graduate.
Ir4issing is FLorercc -ardif.

l4rs. M. Rcnaniuk and Sr. T. Pl-ante,
teacher and participa.nt in a ssninar
on chronic care
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A crcffee break shows,
frcm L. to R:

M.hr An- I'1 6++

Hefen Daniels and
E c+] . '6r  T^rr+i  +

excJranging pl-easantries.

Dr. Hannes Jalkotzy expfains
the iltricacies of an upper
alm fracture to Rc[reo
PfafiDndcn.

Iooking on is Beatrice
Canpbel l ,  A.R.T.,C.N.A. '
who has worked at St. Ann's
for nore than 20 years ' and
holds the nDst sen.iority on
St. Ann's staff at the
nracah+ + i l .6

Iouella Jewell- and Sister
Therese Brunet, share
culinary secrets.
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Dr. Jack Brcmfey applying a plaster cast.
Attendirrg nurse Audrey HoIIY

,ii!.l|!:i r:'r.,.! -. .!

zoe MacEachern, receptlonist. a&nissj-on officer
and clerk at her clesk i.rl the front office.
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IJpper left: Daphne I€rdry
at her "neh/" Flane
PhotcErEter in the laboratory.

Up,per right: Operati-rlg one
of the presses in the laundry
is Sister Yvcnne Guerette.
Sister has 46 years of un-
selfi-str servi-ce to the sick
and irjured of the North,
and hails frcrn Nashua, Ns^'

Nurse Cathy Hr:x and Florence
cordon, tlpist and nedical
records cferk cn the rain
floor of St. Ann's, delivering
and receiving scne adninistra-
tive instrucLicns.

'ds6*"- N.ij.,,i,$'.,., I



Recreation was not forgotten at St- Annrs'
In a true Ccrnnr-n-rity spirit eactr year a
float was errtered in the Canada oay
(Dcrninicn Day) parade jn Fort fttith.

h 1966 scne hospital activities were
displayed. In 1975 the (trronic Care and
Acute care firnctions of st. Ann's ltere
highlighted.

UpIEr right - frcm L. to R.: Patierts

Ftancoise Farcy, ride on the float.

Above 3 Bertha Tourangeau pushes
Judy Ferguson il a wheel-chair 'after

c,ne of ttre staff and patient
pisrics.

Ir'ft2 Kar:en l4enal:d, Janice Daniels
and Rose Veruille, slrare tlp fun at
a staff GlIist1nas Party.
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OD{ TT1E CHFONIC CARE !'AFD - ITIE CT{LY

CTIE OF ITS KIND IN IIIE N.W.T. -

SET UP IN 1971, LITE IS \ERr HTJI\GN ]NDffiD

Patient I4arY Arcand
does not aPpear to
appreciate the Publicity
o'd a photograph at this
rg(€nt.

l4ary Arcand

ccsnmnication spannirg
ttre generation gaP.

, t *

I"Irs. Angelicnre Daniels
and l4iss cfrcckfey share
a secret.

I4rs. A. Daniel-s

Eri.ka Lynn Checkley
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Karen Mabbitt is assisted
by a budding nurse 1n

reking a bed.

Archie Po,lder enjoYs a relaxing
ti-IrE.

Santa Claus (S'rrsan ldebster)
visats the Grrcnic Care l^Iaral.
Staff asqenble to rec9rd tt€
occasicm.

Frcm L. to R.: S. Webster,
T. Bn]neau, E. HcFrell-,
R. Curmirrs, (PeekinS tlrror:gh)
K. Mrrdoch, S. D'Horrt,
L. ScarkJoroilgh, L. Mabbitt,
M.L. Beaulieu, K. Matbitt.
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lto tle Right:

George Hotti clutches t]-is
Chrisfies Present.

On his right M.L. Beaulieu,
lcng tj:re nenrber of St.
Ann's staff.

Its. J. Pinault
l€rber on St. Arur's Staff

and

It{rs. L. Pieper
Board nsber, ready for

"things to ccne".

Bea Carybe1l receives gift
frcm Peter Verhesen at
Staff Ctrristrnas gift exchange.
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TTTE IiIORTTIIUST TERRTTORIES HGPITAL ASSOCIATTON

I}r RETROSPECT (l_964 - 1979)

B,y: Peter Ved€sen

Iocal nqJspalErs anil the naticnal tnspital E:blicatiors
il early 1965 reporEed cn tt€ efforts to form an Association. Itre
clippilg slrcrmr here and credited to the "NO,rtherrr, ltr! Snithrs
nqdspaper at the tirE,Publ-ished bry le. and !bs. ,f. !*te11y, suns 14)
tle inargural rEetjJlg. Also at
tl:at IlEeting for t]e afternoqr
session ard banquet, was l,/8. ,ioflrl
Parker, then libyor of YeJ-lcrvlanife,
Board nErber of the Yelloekni-fe
Ibspital ard presently Ocnrnissioner
of t}le North$est Territories.

Canadian Hospitals
lrrarctr, 1955

Territories' hospitals
work for 'Association'

The formation of a Northlyest Terri
tories Hospital Association appears
imminert.

Early Iast December representatives
of yarious private hospitals and five
public hospitals in the Territories,
met at Stanton Hospital, Yellowknife,
to discuss the possible creation of
such a body.

"Once forrned it would seek affilia-
tion with the Canadian Hospital As-
sociation enabling these institutions to
present a united front when dealing
with the government and other agen-
cies," said the Norther, Fort Smith,
N,W.T.

At the first meeting of the NWT
ltre flectgJ-ing Association's first hospitals, representatives, G. M. Bar-

endeavour was to mrrEure lijles of row',?dministrator' stanton Hospital'

ccnnuricaricn betrrcsr *di;;=-- IX#,:i'f?ji1i:1, H;.,tifl:"1'"i';
in the North,\test Territories. G. Suavb and Feter Verhesen of St.
lely items of br:siness needed at- Ann's Hospital, Fort smith and Rev.
terrtiOr. gbrk crr a Cdrstitution K. Gaetzof H. H. William Memorial

ard By-1a!vs, a statsrEnt of cbjec- l1Y::l:.I"v 
River' exchanged views

tives-andorherinternal'*t;;;- ""i9,';:ffi:i#;'Jiltril1,"fi1,",-,
proceeiled quicrdv' 

;:3"riJ#;fiJi,l?"fi"";xffi:*::
Dj_scussions q.r salary scaLes, pitals for their comment and approval.
purctrasing practices-, insr:rance ,.^4"--lottutton 

of this association

pocorars,-eic. rorrooea.--earca- lXXrHiilii:fi3"ttj5*"il::'$
tiqr and liaison of tie you'tg which has offered rhe full support of
Associaticrr, witlt its sister its Executive Secretary to aid in any
organizaticrr in Alberta and ttre of the association's activities-
ttatiqral (canadian) Hospital
Associaticn was a topic at the first official amual nEeting on
25 lilovgrber, 1955 in t].e nsr g.H. willians llgrorial Ho€pital fur Hay
River.
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Sister lbrie Lsrlire, R.N. ' S.G.M. ,
is shorm here addressi.ng the fi:st
annual neetirrg in her usual dlmanic
fashicn.

Sistert s topic vras "Nursirg irl tlle
North". She enphasized tJ:e inq:ontance
of a broad curriculun il the training
of nursilg 1=rsonnel for the Norbh ard
outlined ttle [Erscnality ard capabj-li-
ties arry nrEse north of the 50tlt
parallel strould trnssess. Itre guidelines
aontained iJr sister's address tlnt day
are sti1l valid and have fowd applica-
tidl in the hiring practices of nnnY
goverrlrEnt deFrtrrents, as well as iJI
the private sector.

Sister Ldrd-re trolds nsnbership in the
ol:der of Canada,

n 
foce it Doc. ltr no ure

worr! i^q obout [i[e b c ca,rrse
nobJdllef: out q\ive an)h,q). 

'
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TTIE N.W.T. HOSPITAL ASSOCIATIOI{I S FIRST AI\SIT]AL }4ffiT]}G

rtcm L. to R- I<en ciaetz, first seGetar!'-tleasurer, Florence Bedlrirell '
Sr, C. librrtpetit, (nane u'rkncrcn) , Iqlrray Ross of ttre Alber-ta Hospital
associatiqr, Peter Verhesen ' lst President, 'fack Madore, E<' secr'
T.H.I.S., Sr. G. Sauve, Sr. J. Irtarchard, Sr. M. Iachafibre, Sr' F' Rouleau,

sr. M. Isnire,

Also at the rEeti]lg but missjig frcrn ttle picture were I'rh. c€orge l"lccracl<en

oi tfr. 
-Cur,.aian 

lioipital Association, and Dr. Gordcn Butler of l€dical

Services.

Ttre above represe'ted six nrgnber hospitais i.e. t Stantcn Yellcrqtsrife

Hospital, H.H. Willidns tErorial, IIay River ' St. Annrs C€teral-, Fort

smilh, si. Joseph's, Fort Resoluticrr, St. l"Iargaret's, Fort sinq)scn ad

Faralrf,, Fort Rae.
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Obher topics introdrred rrere:

- The Territorial llospital Insu.rance Services, by l&. J.L.lladore.

- Hospi.tal Design and CcnstnEticn, h,y 16.. G.I\'I. Barrcff.

- The after banquet speaker was Dr. H.B.Brett, v*to slnl<e cn the
"\rye of liospital Services requi-red irr the futrre health care
systan iI ttE Northwest Territories".

Inuvik Csreral Hospital joined
the fo11cr'dng year, naking the totaf
seven rrEnber hospital-s with 265 beds
in a1l-.

That sare year (1966) Canada's
nei.test Territorial Hospital Associa-
tion joined its parent body at ttrc
Canadian Hospital Associatiqr' s
annual reeting in Halifax, N.S.

Extending membership leas one ol the points slressed by C. E. Barton, erecutive
direct<tr, Saskatchev'an Hospital Associaliolt, as he addressetl delegates at thc
N.W.T. .onvention, Seated - lel t  to r ighr are: C. M. Butror ' ,  vice-prcsi ient;
Peter Verhesen, president, and Rev. F. A. Gaetz, secretaty treas rer ol the
N.W.T. Hospitals Associut io|t .

In 1966 the Association
rreeti-rlg was he]d j.n
Fort SnLi L-h wi Lh Mr. Charles
Barton as guest slEaker.

St. Aon's Hospital,  Fort Smith, providr:s t l tc batkground lor this picture
delegates at the N.\, t .7. Hospitals Asso(iet ion's sctontl  ennu6l , i teeting.

CANADIAN HOSPN
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As the Associaticrr struggJ-ed to sr:nrive on a trEager hrilget

and to overccne tlte ever pres€nt handicap of enornous distances, Ire-
c}:ding nreeuings nrcre than once IEr year, credit nust go first of all

to tlre ngrber tospitals and tlreir persomel who had pioneering iJl
their blood, secondly to leaders of ctnrrctr and state vitlo c€ntributed
by r'aking tirre available ard by accepLilg assigrfrEnts.

His D<cellenc,y Bishop Paul Piche, o.M.I. i D.D. r
addressing the N.W.T. Hospital Associatidl ill
1965. To his right l,t. Jack l"ladore of OEta\da.
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Ccrnnissioner of the N.W.T., l4r. Ben Sivertz, cuts tlrc ri-bbon at tJ.e opening cererony
of the H.H. Will-iams lbrrorial Hospital in Jrne of 1965. Also in the pictr:re are
lbyor L. Stebrart to the right of the Ccnrnissicner and nurse F. Bedrriref], il wriforrn.
Second frcrn the l-eft is l(en Gaetz.

Ready to depart after the
Association fieeting are
L. to R. : Ken Gaetz, Jack l,Iadore,
John Parker, Ftar& Sil-vejsides,
Sist€r L€mj-re, C€orge SheJwood,
Dr. c. Butler, Sr. I4archand,
Rev. C. Yates, Sr. C. Jeannotte
and Harofd Cross.

NanES of the two ladies directly
behi-rld Sr. I-€mi-re and le. Shentrcod
are not knch/n.
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A lot of cooperaticn rtias received frcrn the Alberta liospital
Association. A nuTber of our fierber hospitals participated in
the ALberta Hospital Associaticrn|s insr:rance progtram; educational-
sessions were set r]p with tlle tlelp of A.H.A.'s DeIErBrEnt of
Educatic'n under the direction of Jesse l4acKay to wtrcrn ttre capsule
wistles to e:<press its appreciaticn.

Ig?r:Y,:ilF:f1fi-l::;*:r:l:l3l:: il

@Q

Front ro\^7 frcm L. to R.: Peter verhesen, Jesse l4acKay,
Pat Rcr^/e, Roger Lacqfue.

Bacl< rcF/ frcrn L. to R.: EfiEtia Gatrix, Mabet Douglas,
I4abe1 loutitt, l4ary Alice tt{artel, Liza Todd, Sr. C.
SabouriJl, Sr. E. Bouctnrd; last person's naIIE urilmcrwn.

Participants i.n a Ssrdrrar cn Housekeeping in l-969
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It was alparent to the Association that a ncre contiruous

netJ:od of a""lt-'tgGg ideas, na,vs and generally provicle an organ of

identification was reqr:ired.

Ihe Nel^rsl-etter was born! Its nDtto, "Per Aspera ad

Astra", whictr neans liJcerally translated, "through hardship to

t].e stis". Ore reader vlrote ttnt it sesled to take aspi-rin to get

to the sta.rs in the north.

Ttre first issue aPPeared irr 1971-.

"  Per Aspera Ad Astra.r l

VOL. I I!0. 2

Executi.ve Dlrector
Peter  F.  Verhesen

second Quarter  1971

P r e s i d e n t  :  P a u l  F .  N i n d '  c . G ' A .
v i c e - P r e s .  :  M a r i e  L e m i r e ,  s . G . M . '

s , M ,  ,  R . N .

Secr-Treas. : Mrs NaneY Sunderland

A reproduction of VoI. 1. No. 2 of tlle Ner^/sletter

st

The Association did not take lcng
to get illto the firainstream of the
currert thinking in the fiel-d of
health care deliverY. In 1971 at
ttre annual Ireeting i-rl Fort $r[th a
close look was taken at design ard
constructicn of facilities - Dr.
Gordon A. Friesen of Gordon Friesen
International vras a guest and
presented his ideas wtrich have since
beccne i-ncorlnrated jn tvio nev/ health
centres in the N.W.T-

Shct/tn above are Peter Verhesen,
Fort srtith, I\4r. I-ouis trrotti of
Edncnton, f . G. Friesen '
!,t. John Boyd of Toronto, (1971)

-ElEr



Att€rdance at flEetiJlgs was often at cslsiderable personal oost and
scrrEtires business had to be carried on.

Sesr here is ltr. I.gr IlooIEr,
lqrg tirE nember of St. Ann's
Cgreral Hospital Boarrd and staunctl
sutr4)orter of Hospital Assocj-aticn
activities, making a phone call
duriag tie 1977 nEeting.

one of the last gtroup pictr:res taken at an Association neetilg (1977)

L. to R. : Ken C'aetz, T. bger, ALOn Loutitt (uril<nq,v!t) ,
Rrsty Sts/art, Sharon Traclz, Bcb l&Dermit ' Barbara Brcml-ey '
Lillian Pieper, Bill lJbck, Joan Roche, Ftanl< Wiedenan,
Janet Li-rdquist ' I-sI Mrian, Binx Rdnant ' I(en Tor-rance,
Jo }4acQr.rarrie, Iutictrael Pontus , Beatrice Caq)bel] ' Nelson
I,kC1e]land.
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F ROM HERE AND THERE

Barbara Brcmley, a long tire resident
of t].e Northwest Terrltories
(Ye1l-ov,&nife) received the Cccrmissioner's

Arsard for pr:lclic service rendered in the
field earl-ier thls year.

l&s. Brcml-ey has furthered the irnaEe of
nursi,ng in ttrc North and l-ras bee,-, a key
figr:re in the devefoprEnt of the N.FI.T.
Registered ls.rses Assocj-ation.

The Capsule extends warlrEst congratufa-
tions to Ba.rbara cn the reeipt cf this
well deser*ted ar,rrard.

Wt, K, A. Gae.tz
We^.Lden-t, N.t . T. t{. A.

Ken C,aetz of P,ay River is
representing ttle Northr4'est
Territories cn the Board
of Directors of the Canadia:i
Hospital Association,

Barbara Brcmley
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FROI,I HERE AND IIIERE

It. Evan L. Casey, D{ecutive Di_rector of the Roya1
Alexandra Hoepital, E&rnntcn, is the representative
for the Nortln^rest Territories of the Anerican CoL]eqe
of Hospital Aftrinistrators (District Five)

* *

The AlberEa Hospital Association recently cutq:leted a ,,Str:dy
of need for E<tended Care Beds i.rl the Eft'.€ntcn Reqicn',.

A trustees conference will be held by the Canadian Hospital
Associa-icn in Otta\^a frcrn Septenlcer 19 ta 21, 1979, to e<change viervs
and ideas arong trustees frcrn rrarious parts of the cgwrtry.

The National Pl-anning Ccfimittee reccnnend tlat ten or ncre
leadilg trustees frcrn each province \,vou-id ocnstitute an alpropriate
distribution of discussion parhners. Each province is asked to prepar-e
a Fosition paper cn tnrsteeship for the Ccnferslce. Ttre Ccnfersrce will
be titled: "ltre National- @rference for lieal-tir Care ltusEees. "

It is noted that this is not an educaticn progiran for trustees
but a national fortm for mlicv reccnnerdation and directior.

The '.]nited Natiqrs, try declaring 1979
the Internaticnal Yeai of the Child,
has given us a1l an opportunity to be
rrore €ll4larre of the needs of chifdren
everln*lere, but partieularly in the
poorest coultries of the vrorld. Ihere
e)rist today scnE 350 flriflicrr ch-ildren
in ileveioping countries who are denied
even the rninifiun of basic essential
services iI healt]., nutrition, educatidl
and social de-'relogrent - the necessities
we take for granteJ.

UNICEF CANADA
443 l\y'ount Pleasant Road
Toronto. Onlar o M4S 2L8
(416)482 4444
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ANNOUNCEMENT

IHE NEXT ANNUAL IVEEIIN|] OF ]Itr

N.}.l,T, HMPITAL ASSOCIATISI

l.ltu_ BE HE[n 0'l

NOVEMBER 22 AND 23, 1979

In Hay River, Noretrwest Territories
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