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The S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph jo in  the  c i t i zens  o f  E l l io t  Loke in  hero ld ing  the

open ing  o f  the  c i ty ' s  new hosp i to l .

And i t  i s  w i th  the  en thus iosm o f  the  omoteur  tho t  the  Order  here  ventures

in to  the  more  oc t ive  phoses  o f  th is  rop id ly  motur ing  communi iy .

The S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph,  w i th  the  Mother  House in  Nor th  Boy ,  hove been

serv ing  the  communi t ies  in  Nor thern  Ontor io  fo r  75  yeors .  The f i rs t  hosp i to l  wos

erec ted  in  Por t  Ar thur  i r r  
. l884 .  

S ince  then o thers  hove been bu i l t  in  Nor th  Bov .  B l ind

River ,  L i t i l e  Cur ren t  ond Sudbury .  Other  works  cor r ied  on  by  the  S is te rs  o re  teoch-

ing  in  e lementory  ond h igh  schoo ls ,  conduct ing  homes fo r  the  oged ond boord ing

schoo ls .  Mus ic  i s  o lso  tought  in  severo l  cen t res ,  ond i t  i s  p lonned to  moke ins t ruc-

t i o n  o v o i l o b l e  f r o m  t h e  n u r s e s ' r e s i d e n c e  i n  E l l i o t  L o k e  t h i s  f o l l .

S t .  Joseph 's  Genero l  Hosp i to l  here  hos  o l l  modern  foc i l i t i es ,  ond is  we l l

equ ipped io  func t ion  in  the  f ie lds  o f  med ic ine  ond surgery .  The bu i ld ing  i t se l f

i s  des igned in  the  fo l low ing  depor tments :  opero t ing  room,  x - roy ,  loboro tor ies ,

phys io theropy ,  med ico l ,  surg ico l ,  obs ie t r i co l ,  poed io t r i cs  ond the  oux i l l i o ry  de-



por iments  such os  eng ineer ing  loundry ,  housekeep ing ,  occount ing ,  med ico l  re -

cords, etc.

To benefoctors ond contr ibutors who hove mode erection of this hospitol

poss ib le ,  lhe  S is te rs  ond the  communi ty  owe o  greo t  debt  o f  g ro t i tude.  l t  i s  the

o im o f  the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph here ,  os  odmin is i ro to rs ,  to  cont inue in  the  ideo ls

o f  cor ing  fo r  the  s ick  ond to  he lp  p repore  o thers  to  meet  ihe  heo l th  needs  o f  the

communi ty .

History of Hospitol Proiecf

A hospitol io serve the needs of El l iot Loke residents wos uppermost in

the  minds  o f  o { f i c io ls  o f  the  min ing  compon ies  f rom the  doys  when i t  f i r s t  become

obvious thot lorge ore bodies were to be developed. However, i t  wos found im-

poss ib le  io  inc lude th is  i tem when f inonces  were  be ing  negot io ted  fo r  mine  con-

struct ion.

In  
. l956  

the  mun ic ipo l i t y  under iook  io  oss is t  in  f inonc ing  o  hosp i to l  bu l

i t  o lso  wos unob le  to  p roceed due to  o  lock  o f  morke t  fo r  debentures  o f  th is  type .

ln  eor ly  
. l957  

the  min ing  compon ies ,  led  by  the  R io  T in io  Group ond

severo l  leod ing  c i t i zens ,  heoded by  Dr .  Jos .  Ruse ond Ed B lohey ,  io ined {o rces .

I t  wos  ind ico ted  f rom d iscuss ions  ond s tud ies  ins t igo ted  by  the  group tho t  odmin is -

l ro to rs  such os  the  Order  o f  the  S is te rs  o f  S+ t^c6^h  ,^ , - . -  h - .+  ^qu ipped io

cons t ruc t  ond opero te  o  hosp i to l .

Accord ing ly ,  Reverend Mother  S t .  Br ide  o f  the  Order  o f  the  S is ie rs  o f

S t .  Joseph wos opprooched w i th  o  p ledge by  the  min ing  compon ies  io  cont r ibu te

$1,000,000 interest-free towords construction costs.

The Order  courogeous ly  ogreed o t  once to  occep i  the  cho l lenge to  cons t ruc t

ond opero te  o  hosp i to l  in  E l l io t  Loke,  to  be  known os  St .  Joseph 's  Genero l  Hosp i to l ,

ond designed to serve o populot ion of 20,000 to 25,000 people, no motter whot

roce, colour, or creed.

Sod Turning Ceremony, October, |957

The Arch i tec tu ro l  f i rm o f  Gowon,  Ferguson,  L indsoy ,  Kominker ,  Long ley

& Keen leys ide  wos oppo in ted  to  des ign  ond superv ise  cons t ruc t ion .  Th is  p leosont

12  ocre  s i te  wos o f fe red  by  the  mun ic ipo l i t y  ond occepted  by  the  Order .  Fo l low-

ing oppointment of Fossel Construction Co. Ltd. os Generol Controctors, test work

commenced ond o  sod tu rn ing  ceremony wos he ld  on  October  27 |h ,  1952.  Twe lve
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Twelve

months  lo te r  cn  Oc iober  26 th ,  1958 the  corner  s tone wos lo id  in  o  s imp le  bu t

impress ive  ceremony.

By  Moy,  1959 work  hod proceeded to  the  po in t  where  the  o f f i c io l  open ing

dote  cou ld  be  se t  fo r  September  12 .

In  ihe  meont ime ihe  c i ty  wos  expond ing  rop id ly  w i th  occompony ing  pres-

sures  fo r  loco l  serv ice  to  ovo id  the  long dr ives  to  hosp i to ls  in  ne ighbour ing  com-

muni i ies .  Cons i ruc t ion  o f  the  nurses  res idence wos occe le ro ted  ond o l te ro t ions

were  mode io  use  th is  un i t  os  o  temporory  motern i i y  hosp i to l .  Th is  serv ice  com-

menced in  December ,  1958.  In  eor ly  1959 cons t ruc t ion  rou t ine  wos ogo in  o l te red

lo  p rov ide  on  emergency  word  serv ice  pr io r  to  open ing  the  en t i re  hosp i to l .

Opero t ion  o f  th is  impor ton t  serv ice  s to r ted  in  Moy,  1959.

In  Apr i l ,  
. l958  

the  Order  oppo in ted  on  odv isory  boord  o f  loco l  res idents

to  odv ise  on  mot te rs  per to in ing  to  p roper ty .  f inonces ,  pub l i c  re lo t ions ,  lego l  o f fo i rs

ond in  genero l  p romot ing  the  bes t  in te res ts  o f  the  hosp i to l .  Th is  boord  hos  been

cons is ten t ly  oc t i ve ,  ch ie f  l y  in  ro is ing  funds  loco l l y  fo r  cons t ruc t ion  purposes .

In  June,  
. l959 ,  

the  in i t io l  med ico l  s to f f  wos  oppo in ted .  l t  i s  composed en-



t i re ly  o f  loco l  doc tors  bes t  quo l i f ied  fo r  the  respec f ive  depor tn ren ts  o f  obs te t r i cs ,

m e d i c i n e ,  o n d  s u r g e r y .

On beho l f  o f  the  odv isory  boord ,  t r ibu te  i s  ex tended to  the  in ie res t  ond

o s s i s t o n c e  o {  t h e  m i n i n g  c o m p o n i e s ;  t o  t h e  O r d e r - o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  5 t .  J o s e p h  o f

ihe  D iocese o f  Sou l t  S te .  Mor ie  fo r  u r . rder tok ing  th is  v i to l  p ro iec t  wh ich  pu ts  o

heovy  s t ro in  on  the  Order 's  phys ico l  ond f inonc ic r l  resources ;  ond fo  the  res i -

d e n t s ,  i n d u s t r y  o n d  c o m m e r c e  o f  E l l i o t  L o k e  f o r  t h e i r  u n f o i l i n g  s u p p o r t .

Cos t  Breokdown ond Repoyment

S t .  J o s e p h ' s  G e n e r o l  H o s p i t o l  o f  E l l i o t  L o k e  i s  o  l l 6 - b e d  h o s p i t o l  w i t h  4 0

bossi nets.

The fo to l  es t imoted  cos t  o f  cons t ruc t ion  ond equ ipment  i s  $3 ,  150,000.

Th is  money hos  been ro ised os  fo l lows,

P ledges o f  Min ing  Compon ies

Const ruc t ion  Gronts  o f  Prov i r rc io l  ond Federo l  Govts .

L o c o l  F u n d  R o i s i n g  C o m p o i g n

Munic ipo l  Gront  t$ l00 ,000 per  yeof  in te res t  f ree  fo r  5  yeors r
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The odvisory boord is owore

of the serious duty ond responsibil i ty

the community hos to repoy this $825,000

borrowed by the Order'

At the some time, the boord

is groteful for locol support indicoted

following the decision to conduct

on onnuol  fund ro is ing compoign.

This yeor the compoign wil l

slort on September 12,

with o minimum obiective

of $100,000.




