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THE EARTIEST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HOSPITAT ,I887

ST. VINCENT De PAUL HOSPITAT'S EARTY BEGINNINGS
A roilwoy occidenl here in '1887 olerted locol citizenstolhe need

tor o hospitol. The closesl medicol cenire ot fhe time wos in Kingston,
o long dislonce lo cover in o horse ond buggy.

Archbishop Rev. Jomes Vincent CIeory of Kingsfon encouroged
the locol Cotholic congregolion to set up o medicol focili iy ond
ooooinied o commiiiee lo find o suiloble locolion. He soid the oro-
perly musf hove good elevotion, proper droinoge. on obundonce
of fresh woler ond room for exponsion.

Allhough lhe committee looked ol o number of properties, none
proved suiloble tor o hospitol. Enthusiosm woned ond, on Solur-
doy, Oclober 8, the Archbishop ond his secretory come to Brockville
to see whol could be done.

While Cleory wos here, he heord ol o property on Schofield Hill
thot mighi be suitoble. Atter eorly Moss the following doy, lhe or'
chbishop ond three members of his committee inspected lhe pro-
perty, owned by Mr. Fowler, owner of Fowler ond Compony, fur
niture deolers.

Reports in The Evening Recorder described the properiy os follows:
"lt is siluoted on on eminence overlhe town ollhe northwesl ongle.
li consisis of 1wo ocres of lond, on which slonds o good-sized stone
building in sound condilion, supplied with obundonl ond
wholesome woler ond free droinoge to on odjoining creek."

The orchbishop returned to church ond oddressed lhe congrego-
tion otter High Moss. He told fhem whot he hod seen, whol he
thought ond how he fel'l obouf the property. Committee members
met offer Moss ond voted unonimouslv lo buv lhe Fowler lond.

The qrchbishop ond his commitiee met Fowler lhe nexl doy ond
o deed of sole wos drown up ond signed. The purchose price wos
o hondsome S4.250.

SCHOFIETD HILt, BROCKVITTE.

Fronl Poge by Suson Smelono
History of Hospitol by Vickie Megroth
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HOSPITAT
PRIVATE ROOM - .'I904 ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HOSPITAT

OPERATING ROOM - .I904

SISTERS ASKED TO RUN THE NEW HOSPITAL
When the plons were finolized for lhe Schofield Nil l propeiry, Arch

b shop Cleory contocted ihe Sislers of Chority in Kingston ond osk-
ed lhem to run ihe focil ty.

Shortlv ofter ihe sole wcs comp eted, the Rev. N,4other orrived in
Brockvil le to make some orrangements. A ded by the ocol super or
of the hospitol, lhe Molher Super or sel oboul gothering supplies
ond reodying the stone bu lding for occupotion.

The hospitol opened o few weeks loier with room for '12 potients.
There were seven doctors ond '17 nurses on stoff wilh the S sters help'
ing n ony wqy they cou d.

Ln offic olly dedicoting lhe hospitol November 20, 1BB7 Ar-
chbishoo Cleorv osked God to bless the devoied ond noble-
heorted doughters of St. Vincent de Paul" so they coud toke
choroe of lhe sick and surround lhem wilh tender core "

ST. VINCENT DE PAUt HOSPITAT
IABORATORY - ,1904
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THE PRESENT ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HOSPITAL
AS tT TOOKED tN ,r 904

HOSPITAT MOVED IO PRESENT TOCAIION
The house on Schofield Hil l soon proved to be too smoll lo oc

commodole the hospitol.
The number of potients oflen siroined the focil i ty ond extro beds

were regulorly set up in the Sisiers' communily room. The Sislers
ihemselves on mony occosions gove up lheir beds for occident vic-
l ims ond oil ing townsfolk.

The Sisters irovelled 10 iown homes ond neorbv forms to help the
il l. proy with the dying ond treoi ihose otfl icted with the mony con-
togious ond deodly diseoses of the l ime. They octed os midwives
and ofien visited homes io help new mothers. They dulifully trovell-
ed to comfort fomilies who hod lost o loved one.

Aboui f ive yeors ofier the hospiiol opened, Archbishop Cleory
ond Very Rev. Vicor Gouthier decided the Schofield Hil l property
wos no lonoer suiioble. The lond wos sold io Mr. Gil lerloin ond stories

obout the originol hospilol refer to it being locoled on the G llerlo n
properiy.

The hosDilol officiols scouied qround ond decided the old con-
vent occuoied bv ihe Sisters of Nolre Dome would be o suiioble
locotion for ihe hospitol. The convent wos ol the corner of Pine ond
Gorden Slreels.

A new convent wos buil i for ihe Sislers ond the hospitol opened
its door Novembet 4. 1892.

The hospiiol operoted for severol yeors in ihe old convent bul of
ficiols decided in '1896 tholthe focil i tywos ogoin too smoll. lnsteod
of moving, though, plons were drown up for o new wing.

The wing, opened loler ihoi yeor, included o surgicol unil ond
on obsletrics word. lt broughl the lolol number of potient beds to 60.

Totol construction cosls were pegged ot S7,500,
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TRAINING SCHOOT FOR NURSES ESTABLISHED
Rev. Deon Murroy come to Brockville in '1901 to lqke over super-

vision otthe hospitol. He wos diligentand hordworking, ond insisted
on perfection in every ospect.

In pursuil of thoroughness, Rev, Murroy set up o Troining School
for Nurses in 1904. Lote|thol yeor, he hired N4iss Mory Cleory, o
groduote of Chicogo's Mercy Hospilol, 10 run the focility. The first
12 students were Sisters.

In 1905, Miss Alido Fronces Potter. o groduote of ihe Bosion School
of Household Aris, wos hired lo work with fhe troining school. Her
duty wos to give the Sislers o speciol course in proclicol dietetics.
She taqghtthe Sisters how the diel reloles to diseoses ond the heol-
ing process.

The firsl closs groduoted in 4907 wilh 42 Sisiers eorning lheir
diplomos.

Thol some yeor, Sister Mory Eulolio look over os superiniendent
of the nursing school. During her '12 yeors with the lroining focili ly,
Sister Mory eorned o repuloiion os on excellenl orgonizer ond
disciplinorion.

The iroining school ron for more lhon 40 yeors unlil governmenl
regulotions in'1946 reslricled nurses' troining schools to lorger
hospilols. The nurses' residence wos then converted for use by
groduoie nurses on stotf.

In '1954 Si. Vincenl de Poul Hospilol wos opproved os o school
lor Certified Nursing Assislonls.

By 4973, olllroining closses hod been moved to o regionol cen-
tre, but Sl. Vincenl de Poul Hospitol is stil l involved in leoching.

Students of rodiology trom Kingston get some proclicol iroining
oi lhe hospitol.

The hospitol provides clinicol experience lor siudenls in the
diplomo nursing ond registered nursing ossistonl progroms ot St.
Lowrence College in Brockville.

ST. VINCENI DE PAUt HOSPITAI
GRADUATING CLASS.I926

M. Fitzpotrick, M. Quinn, G. Cosgrove, G, Moloney, V, Forrester,
G, Foley, K. Mccinn, M. Eerlrond, E, N,4ocDonold.
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OBSTEIRICS WARD IMPORTANT PART OF THE HOSPITAL
Belore the Sl. Vincenl de Pqul HosDiiol ooened on Schofield Hill

' lOO yeors ogo. women delivered their bobies oi home. The birihs
were either unossisled or the bobies were delivered with the help
of o fomily member or midwile. Difficult coses were senl to Kingslon
long before the boby wos ever born.

When the hospitol opened ond the Sisters of Chority come to work
ot ihe focil i ly, ihe nuns were colled lo town residences ond for
mhouses io help deliver bobies.

ll wosn'i un'iil ,1896 ihoi on obsfetrics word opened ot St. Vincent
de Poul Hospitol. Thot yeor, o new seciion colled lhe Eosl Wing wos
buil l onlo lhe old convenl ond increosed ' ihe number ot potient
beds lo 60. Besides on upJo-dole obsie'irics word, the new wing
olso conloined o surgicol unit.

In Moy, 1935, hislory wos mode when the first set ot surviving triplets
wos born ot lhe hospitol. The bobies, nomed Elmo. Froncis ond
Mory Colherine Slock, were delivered by Dr. J. McAvoy.

Furlher hospilol exponsion in lhe 4950s ogoin increosed the
number of potienl beds ond orovided o firsi-closs obstetrics word
wilh '13 bossinels. By '1967, the word hod 20 bossinels ond beds
lor 44 women,

l^ 1972, the Ministry of Heolth did o siudy in on oitempt to ro-
tionolize services ol Brockvil le's two hospitols. Otficiols decided
some services were being duplicoted ond, in on otiempi to sove
money ond provjde the besi core possible, some oreos were
slreomlined or cut.

In Mqrch. 1973. lhe moternity word ot 51. Vincent de Poul closed
ils doors.

THE FIRST SURVIVING SET OF TRIPTETS EORN AT
ST. VINCENT DE PAUt HOSPITAT MAY,I935.

Lett lo Righl:

Boby Elmo Slock Boby Froncis Slock Boby lvlory Cotherine Slock
Nurse Kay Wolsh Nurse Cossie (Consitt) Nurse J, (Loton)

N/clennon Lunmon

The Triplets were delivered by Dr. J.R. McAvoy, ond hove grown up
ond sloyed in the Brockville oreo,
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SISTERS VOTUNTEERED DESPITE RISKS OF CONIAGIOUS
DISEASES

In oddilion to coring for sick polienfs, delivering bobies ond look-
ing otter the elderly, fh€ Sislers of Providence were otten colled lo
work in lhe St. Vincenf de Poul Hospilol's isolofion word.

The yeor ,1908 wos portlculorly bod wllh dlplherio, fyphoid ond
smoll pox cloiming viclims of oll oges, On Jonuory 4 ot thol yeqr,
followlng o requesf from the Boord of Heollh lor help, o number of
Sisfers volunleered lo core for people suffering from lhe dongerous,
conlogious diseoses.

Sisler Mory Doloroso Mccuigon ond Sisfer Mory lreneJordon were
lh€ lirsf to ente|the isololion word. They sloyed inside o monfh, cor-
ing for 40 polients.

Five dqys ofler th€ Slsfers lettlhe word, new coses broke out. Two
more volunteers, Sisler Mory Bernord Foley ond Sisler lvlorgorel
Moslerson, took their lurns working in the unit.

Belween ,1902 ond 1940, there were ,124 coses of diptherio ond
severol minor outbreoks. In ,1914 olone, lyphoid cloimed the lives
ol '13 people ond otflicled onolher '180 people.

Th€ loll of '19'18 wos o porticulorly bod time for Spqnish intluen-
zo. By the time lhe epidemic reoched its heighi in eorly October,
ot leost 32 people were deod ond onother 300 were reported ill,
On lhe 48lh of lhof monfh, lhe stoft ol Sl. Vincent de Poul Hospitol
treoted 150 llu victims.

Slotf ot Brockville's two hospilols were so oveMorked coring for
flu viclims, exlro nurses ond orderlies were seni from Kingslon lo
lighten lhe lood. ll didn't toke long before stofi members conlrocted
ihe diseose ond records show 30 nurses, doctors ond orderlies were
bedridden.

The diseose coniinued lo spreod ot such on olorming rqte, lhe
Town Council, Boord of Heolth ond locol physicjons ogreed lo bon
oll public gotherings. Clossrooms were closed ond the locol clergy
wos urged to shorten oll services ond sermons unlil the diseose
oboled.

It wosn'l unlil November 30'the bon on public gotherings wos litted
ond closses resumed. In its six-week course, lhe flu cloimed lhe lives
of 42 people, mos'i ol lhem in 'iheir 20s.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HOSPITAT
GRADUATING CTASS

BROCKVTILE ,t 945

Left lo rightr Evelyn Coligan, Betty McAvoy, Anne Potvin, Fronces
Goodison, l\y'orgoret Loughlin, Fern Gregory, tvlorg O'Neill,
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TADIES AUXITIARY AS OtD AS IHE HOSPITAT
The Lodies Auxiliory ol St. Vinceni de Poul Hospitol hos been In

exisfence olmost os long os the hospitol ilself,
The ouxiliory wos originolly formed in '1893 bul dld not become

incorporoled untll lwo yeors lqter. The firsf known presidenl wos Mrs.
W.J. McHenry, who heoded ihe 54-member group lor seven yeors.

Mrs. S.J. Geosh fook over os president of lhe ouxiliory In 'l902 ond
remoined lwo yeors unlil Mrs. J.J, Curron took over. The ouxillory
boord in 1906 consisted of Mrs. Curron, vice-presidenl Mlss Mlnnie
N,lcDonold, secrefory Mrs. J. Lochopelle, freosurer Miss Mory
Brodley, medicol siotf presid€nf Dr. Jockson ond secrelory Dr.
Moles.

Since lhen, lhere hove been 29 ouxiliory presidenls, M€mbership
rose lo more lhon 300 in'the '1950s but lhere ore now 2'16 members.

The ouxiliory hos b€en helping lhe hospilol finonclolly qnd
moleriolly sinc€ ils inception. The eorly volunleers collecled
pototoes, vegelobles qnd poultry from locol residenls lo feed po-
lienls ond stofi. They olso mended linens ond helped wllh such'lhings os cooking ond loundry.

ll wos the ouxiliory, with some help from Rev, Deon Murroy, lhot
ourchosed the hospitol's first ombulonce in '1903, The ombulonce
orrived ol the troin stofion from Toronlo in mid-ofternoon ond wos
picked up by the postor ond o mon nomed Mr. Higgins.

Higgins hooked the ombulonce up lo his horses, complete with
bross hornesses, ond took it fo lhe hospitol. Atter o brief disploy,
he pulled lhe ombulonce lhrough lhe lown's moin str€ets so
everyone could hqve o look.

In '1909, lhe ouxiliory equipped o privote room for pofi€nls, com-
ple'ie wilh privole bolh ond o lelephone lo occommodote long
dislonce colls. The ouxiliory complelely outfitied on up-to-do'te
vopor bothroom, buylng o continuous woter both, sproy both, hot
ond cold shower, steom bolh ond hot oir bolh, Th€ group olso
equipped o privole room for polienls, poid for o hordwood floor
in lhe corridor of the hospitol's third floor, boughi o steom-heoting
toble 1o keep polients' meols hot, inslolled o coffee urn in the lob-
by ond woiling room ond bought numerous olher pieces ol much-
needed equipmenf tor fhe hospilol.

HOSPITAT AUXILIARY .I960 OFFICERS -

Mrs, Slon O'Sheo, (seoted) presideni for her second lerm, wos reiurn-
ed to office to heod the Lodies' Auxiliory of St, Vincent de Poul hospilol
ot iheir onnuol meeting in lvlorch '1960. Other members of her ex-
eculive ore pictured slonding, lefl lo right: Mrs. Chorles J, Shorey, firsf
vice-presidenl; Mrs. J.H. Weir, second vice-president; Miss Justino
O'Grody, recording secrelory; Mrs. Williom Motte, corresponding
secretory; Mrs, Clorke Glosstord, freosurer. The third vice-presidenl,
Mrs. Tom Slothom, wos obsent when ihe phofo wos token.
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NURSES' RESIDENCE, ADDIIION BUILT OVER THE YEARS
Mony oddifions hove been mode to fhe hospiiol since il moved

fo its presenf locotion in '1892. Besides o n€w wing conslrucled in
1896, lhe hospifol sow o new nurses' residence.

In 1909, Dr. Bruce Smith inspected lhe hospiiol ond found
everylhing sofisfoclory €xcept lhe occommodolions lor the Sistors
of Providence, He insisled o new residence be buill qt once ond,
in ,19,14, the Sislers moved Into o new lhree-storey convent.

The n€w convenl included sleeping quorters, o dining room, com-
mon room ond q chopel lhol could seol 50 people. The conv€nf
served lhe Sislers until '1973 when it wos demolished.

The hospilol wos ogoin exponded in 4950 ond 1953, bringing
lhe number of odull beds lo 87 ond odding 13 bossinets. The ex-
ponsions olso included fireproof surgicol ond obsletricol unils,
shock-proof x-roy inslollotion ond new mechonicol loundry servlces.

In '1955, o Toronlo orchit€cf wos hired to drow up plons for o new
wing to foce Gorden Slreei. Two yeors ond S900,000 loter, the new
four-slorey oddilion wos opened.

The oddition, ofticiolly opened June 4, '1958, brought fhe number
of potienf beds lo 109 ond included 20 surgicol beds. lf olso pro-
vided new loborolory ond x-roy focilities, o new emergency
operoting room, improved moiernity focililies, o new pediotric word
ond new loundry focilitles.

Locol N4PP Jomes Auld wos nomed heod of the hospitol's lundrois-
ing commitlee with honorory choirmen Judge Don Lewis, Moyor
Jock Lonsmuir, senolor A,C, Hordy. locol lowyer J.R. Mocloren, ci-
ty businessmon J.C. Udd ond Kingsfon Archbishop J.A. O'Sullivon.
Al the hospilol's ofiiciol opening. Auld lhonked lhe close to 400 peo-
ple who worked on the fundroising committee ond thonked
everyone who contributed io ihe compoign,

Auld olso ploced o cylinder conioining locol hisloricol orlifocts
in o fime copsule under ihe oddilion's cornerstone.

OFFICIAI. OPENING OF THE "NEW'' ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HOSPITAT
MAY ,t5, .t968

Lett to right: Hon. Jomes Auld, MPP; tvlr, O'Kelly, Choirmon, Advi-
sory Boord; Archbishop J,L. Wilhelm; Dr. Dymond, Minister of
Heolth; Mr. Motheson. MP.
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TARGE ADDITION EUIIT IN .1958
In 4965, the hospilol ogoin experienced some growing poins,
Ofiiciols ol the inslilulion decided to demolish the only remoin-

ing port of ihe originol hospitol on Pine Sireet qnd reploce il wifh
o new building. A Toronto orchitecl wos hired to drow up plons tor
lhe oddilion ond lenders were colled in eorly 4966.

Amid much lonfore. the new section otficiolly opened lvloy '15,
4 968.

The fouFstorey oddition included 5'l beds, bringing lhe tolol
number of polient beds ol the focility lo slightly more lhon 100. lt
included three operoting rooms on one floor with on ocute inten-
sive core unil down the holl, lt olso boosfed lwo new obstetricol
rooms, compleie wilh beds for delivery ond recovery.

The new section boosled o dielory deportment ond o cotfee shop
tor potienls, visilors ond stotf . lt olso hod o woiting room for expec-
tonl lothers.

An innovotive ideo incorporoled into the oddition wos o nursery
ployroom where children could ploy with toys, wofch lelevision or
lislen to the rodio,

The project price tog iopped S2 million. The Sisters of Providence
contribuied S509,9291o the building fund ond the hospilol borrow-
ed onother S460,000 from ihe bonk. The federol governmenl con-
tribuled S 4 51,314, the province kicked in S355,'106, the Uniled Coun-
ties of Leeds ond Grenville provided S75,000, the cily of Brockville
roised S450,000 ond ihe iown of Prescott olso contributed.

The institulion borrowed onother S255,000lrom the Hospitol Serv-
ice Commission ond used some of ils own securilies ond bonk
deposits to moke up the totol. Locol citizens, businessmen ond cor-
porole olllciols olso contribuled to ihe {und.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUt HOSPIIAT
MEDICAT ADVISORY COMMITIEE - 1968

Slonding LtoR: Dr, M,lvl. Boss, Chief of Generol Proctice;
Dr. J,C, Lonthier, Chief of X-Royi
Dr. J,A. Shonks. Chief of Obstetrics ond Gynecology;
Dr, F, H, Mocleodi
Dr. W.J. Wyott. Chief of Pothology;
Dr. R.E. Smort, Chief of Medicine;
Dr. D.T, Smylie, Chief of Surgery.

Seoted Lto R: Dr, J,D,C. Wight, Vice-President;
Dr. W.G. Peters. Chief of Stoff;
Dr, G,M, Gronsden. Presidenti
Dr. J.A.H. Aitken, Secretory,

Absent: Dr, K, Kort, Chief of Pediolrics ond Nursery.
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THE PAITIATIVE CARE SERVICE
In 1979, individuols oi the hospitol decided to stort o poll ioiive

core service lo help dying paiients spend their lost doys in comfort
ond digniiy,

The service is designed lo help potienls overcome the isolotion
ond loneliness ossocioted wiih o terminol i l lness. l l  keeps them os
lree from poin os possible by providing comfort ond ossislonce.

Originol plons submitied io the N4inistry of Heolth colled for seven
designoted polliotive core beds run by o co-ordinolor, o consulling
physicion ond o Sister ot Providence lo provide poslorol core,
Despite lock of lvinistry opprovol, Sl. Vincent's estoblished o
Polliolive Core Service in April of thot yeor ond lhe firsi polienl refer
rol wos mode in June.

Orgonizers soon reolized ihoi Polliolive core provided o vilol ond
much needed service to the community. The stoff wos overworked
ond volunleers were soughl to help with potienl core qnd counsell-
ing. The regislered nurses ond ossociote volunleers provide fomily
counsell ing, home visit ing ond ieoch proper potienl core io
Brockvil le ond oreo residents. Other volunleers perform clericol
duties.

Exlensive eight-week troining progroms, including clossroom in-
siruciion, lectures ond fi lms, ore otfered lo potentiol volunteers, The
firsi troining session storted in Jonuory, 1980, ond 23 people
groduoled. By ihe end of 4985, 128 volunleers hod groduoled from
the troining progrom.

The Brockvil le Poslorol Core Service works closelv with ootienis
ond iheir fomilies. Home visit ing ond bereovement follow-up ore
imporlonl oorts of the service os well,

The unii provides core for more thon 100 poiienis o yeor ond cosls
over S100,000 o yeor io run. Since ihe Ny'in stry of Heolth doesn'l
f inanciolly support the unil, ihe hospitol must rely on community
choritoble donotions.

Volunteers ore olwoys irying to roise money for ihe unit through
such things os telelhons ond ski morolhons. Presently, poll iotive core
is funded pr morily by individuol ond corporote donotions.

The firsi Doll iotive core teleihon wos held in 1984 ond roised
S26,800. The 1985 event roised S30,000 ond lost yeor's teleihon
brought  in  S28,800.

Aboui 400 cross-country skiers collected pledges for o ski
morolhon in '1985 thol roised S,12,000. Locol college studenls hove
roised 53,300 through two donce morolhons.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUI HOSPITAT
REGISTERED NURSING ASSISTANT

GRADUATING CTASS 197.I

Bock Row, L to R: Joon Jarvis, Brockville; Shoron Dempsev, Brockville;
Jone Shepherd, Brockville; (Mrs.) Dionne Poole, Peter-
borough; Sheilo Niblock, Athensi D. Toylor, Brockville;
Anne Breen, Smiihs Folls; Volerie Bryon, Fronkville;
Deonno McDougol l ,  Josper.

Centre Row L lo R: Jonice LeRiche, Pointe Cloirei Wonito Cheethom,
Rideou Ferry; l\,4orie Shonohom, Prescotti Ingrid
Nol l ing, Athens; IMrs.)  Sondro McKerrocher,
Brockville; Jockie Dunleovy, Brockville; Koren Leeder,
Brockvillej Bev Nowlon, Brockvillej Suson Johnson,
Peterborough.

Front Row L to R: Morionne Bornhoorn, Toledo; Corq Woger. Picton;
Mrs. Heotoni Sister Mqrgoret Rose Fordello; Mrs,
Mylkesj Joon Chombers, Brockvillei Mory Hollett, Lyn.
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AUXIIIARY PROVIDES USEFUL SERVICES
From collecting food to mending linen to visiting polients, the

lodies' ouxiliory hos been on octive ond much-needed resource,
The ouxiliqry's moin function in the eorly yeors wos lo collecl food

donolions ond mend linens. In the posl severol decodes, the moin
purpose hos been to roise money for hospitol projecfs ond new
ecuipmenl.

For yeors. fhe group roised money by hosting supper porties in
lhe gorden on Pine Street before fhe newesl wing wos odded, Other
evenls included wine ond cheese receptions ond cord oorties.

Yeorly evenls now include o spring rummoge sole ond foll
bozoor. In '1985, the ouxiliory hosted o hockey gome befween the
Flying Fofhers ond the Brockville Sinners, o group of locol hockey
enlhusiosls. The event roised S'12.500.

The ouxiliory opened o cotfee shop in '1958 otfering drinks, quick
toods ond sondwiches io stotf members ond visitors, The cole. too
smoll to occommodole its mony customers, closed in 4970.

The ouxiliory's gifl shop hos long been o successful business. The
siore first opened in lhe hospilol bosem€nl bul moved to fhe lobby
when the new wing opened in 1968.

The shop offers children's clolhing ond stutfed loys, hondmode
knitied boby sels, gitt ilems. books ond mogozines, toiletries ond
condy. Volunieers loke o lrovelling cort lhroughoul the hospitol to
ollow ootienls o chonce fo buv some of lhe ilems,

Auxiliory volunleers run o hoirdressing service for potienls two
otternoons o week ond operote o lending librory. They ore
ovoiloble on weekends to help elderly potienis fil l out menus.

The women offer free cotfee to visiiors ond potienls in the lobbv
weekdoy mornings ond there is o leo service tor potients, complete
wilh chino cups ond o biscuit, every Thursdoy ofternoon.

Former ouxiliory member Leoh Weir slorled the lrodition ot in-
cluding smoll hondmode lrinkels for potienis on speciol occosions.
Christmos finds snowmen, wreothes or condv cones on polients'
food troys while meols on Volenlines Doy ore decoroted with Cupids
ond heorfs. The trodition is stil l corried on todov for oll soeciol oc-
cosions.

The group is 216 members strong. An onnuol membership is S2
ond regulor newsletiers ore distributed,

SI. VINCENT DE PAUL HOSPITAL
TADIES AUXILIARY

4972
SeoledrJetty McQue, Rito Buccino, Yvette Godin,
Stonding: Koy Wolsh, Eleonor Foirfield, Morino Boss, Groce Sprigings,

Morg Heuer.
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SISTERS OF CHARITY WORKING IN CANADA FOR CENTURIES
The Sislers of Chority begon under ihe influence of o devoul ond

courogeous womon, Modome Emmeli€ Gomelin ot Monlreol.
Unde|the direction of Modome Gomelin ond Bishop Bourgel, o
home for the oged. colled Providence Asile, wos esloblished. The
sisiers followed ihe rule of the Doughters of Chorify of St. Vincent
de Poul In Fronce. They took the nome of Sisters of Chorlty, Ser
vonts ot the Poor bul the recipienfs of their generosily colled them
Sislers of Providence,

Af fhe request of Bishop Horon of Kingsfon, four Montreol sisters
lrovelled to Kingslon in December 1861 ond set up o house on Mon-
lreol Street. ll wosn'l long ofier their qrrivol in Kingslon fh€ Sisfers
were pul to work. Five doys otter the Sisters opened their house, two
orphons were lett on their doorslep, Two more orphons orrived ihree
doys loler ond, by the end of December, the Sislers were coring
for '10 children.

During lhe first week in lheir new home, fhe Sisters mode 40 home
visits io sick people ond storfed visifing femole prisoners. In 1866,
fhe Sislers' house wos ploced under ils own governmenf ond the
young residents included Sisier Mory Edword ot Kingslon, who
become lhe Molher Generol, six professed sisters, one novlce ond
one postulonf.

In 'l872, the Sisters opened Kingston's first home for lhe oged, Fif-
leen yeors loler, o group of Sisters moved to Brockville lo run lhe
St. Vincent de Poul Hospifol.

The sisiers ocquired the property known os Sl. Mory's on the Loke
in Kingston in '1904 for use os on orphonoge ond noviiiole. ll
operoted in thol copocily until 4946 when the community decid-
ed to core for the chronicolly il l. In 4930lhe order bought property
known os Heolhfield. which is now the lvlotherhouse. odminisirolion
offices for the community ond infirmory fo|lhe sick ond oging sisters.

In Moy 4952, ihe sisters were federolly incorporoled ond otficiol-
ly chonged their nome lo Sislers of Providence of St. Vincent de Poul.

In lhe 1950s.lhe order wos corrying oul heollh, educofionol ond
sociol work in Brockville, Smiths Folls. Perth, Belleville. Tweed, Tren-
ton, Piclon, Kingston, Brontford, Botowo, Newmorket, Gononoque,
Ch€sterville, Prescoti, Arnprior, Toronlo, Montreql ond mony poris
of western Conodo.

Recenfly the work of ihe sisters hos exponded to Lofin ond Soulh
Americo.

Ihis 1977 ohoto shows Sisfer lrene
poinled odministrotor o1 St, Vincenf
Pye os the new Director of Nursing.

Forrester (lett) when she wos op-
de Poul Hospitol ond Sister Suson
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AS WE ARE TODAY
Since lhe hospitol opened its doors 100 yeors ogo, i i  hos grown

in leops ond bounds.
About 3,300 potients ore odmitied lo the focility eoch yeor, in-

cluding 670 children. The hospilol hos 76 surgicol, medicol,
pediotrics ond intensive core unit beds, About 45,000 people seek
'ireotment in the hospitol 's emergency word every yeor ond 2,600
operotions ore performed onnuolly,

The hospitol 's onnuol operoting budgei is obout S7.5 mill ion with
69 per ceni going towords solories ond the rest used up for
operoting supplies qnd expenses. There ore 170 full-t ime stoff
equivolenls providing everything from nursing to mointenonce.

There ore 40 generol procli l ioners on stotf wilh speciolists in in-
iernol medicine, surgery, obstelrics, pediotrics, psychiotry,
oneslhesio, rodiology. deniol ond loborolory medicine. The hospilol
olso provides services in ophtholmology, ololoryngology. polliotive
core ond slress testing. Polienls ore olso offered such things os on
educolionol doy progrom for diobetics.

Smoking in potienis' rooms ond hollwoys wos prohibited in '1985

ofter o sensii ive fire olorm system wos inslolled. Lost yeor, smoking
by sioff ond visitors wos restricled io three lounges ond o smoll cof-
fee shop.

The sisters oppointed the first loy odminislrolor, Tom Horrin91on,
in the hislorv of lhe hospitol in June 4 986.

A hospilol foundotion wos incorporoled in lole 1985 lo roise
money ond solici l donolions for hospilol expenditures, educolion
progroms ond reseorch. Otficiols ore olso discussing ihe possibil i '
ty of o new wing for ombulofory core ond moieriol monogement
ooolicotions.

ln mid-1986. ihe hospilol received ihe moximum 'fhree-yeor oc-
creditotion from the Conodion Council on Hospitol Accredilotion.
The process is on objeciive, third'poriy review by o teom of heollh
care experis of the hospilol ond ils operotions.

1986 NURSING STAFF
Left 10 right:
lvluriel Bigford, Dorothy Toylor, Sheilo Scott, Desonko Nicoto, Sr, lrene For-
resler, Lindo Foster, Loretto Culhone, Terry l\,4cDougoll, Willie Smithwick
(Love),  Eloine Gognon, J i l l  Mccrocken, Louise Bolduc,
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