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THE DREAMTHE DREAMTHE DREAMTHE DREAM    

 
On a hill overlooking a bay on beautiful Lake Kamaniskeg, just outside the 
Village of Barry ’ s Bay stands St. Francis Memorial Hospital. It is a 
testimonial to the individuals and the small hardworking community who, for 
twelve years, pursued their dream to build a community hospital and saw it 
realized in 1960. 
 
The very early descriptions of the new St. Francis Memorial Hospital included 
the promise that it would be founded on the best principles and traditions of 
medicine. The works of mercy delivered would serve all mankind regardless 
of race or religion. This was endorsed by the community and the 
overwhelming number of  residents who worked  tirelessly to raise the 
community portion of the initial funds and support the Hospital.   
 
On October 25, 1960 when Premier Leslie Frost cut the ribbon to officially 
open St. Francis Memorial Hospital it was a day of celebration for the huge 
crowd in attendance. There was a definite pride in the accomplishments of a 
collection of small communities to establish their own hospital  - a feeling that 
is still evident today through continuing community support.  
 
 As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of St. Francis Memorial Hospital we are 
pleased to look back and provide a brief history of the Hospital and recognize 
the people and events that made the dream a reality.    
 
 



The Barry’s Bay Review                        Nov 10, 1960 
 

Hospital Help Wanted  
 

Applications are invited for the following 
staff positions of the St. Francis Memorial 
Hospital, Barry’s Bay.  
 
 -  Registered Nurses 
 -  Nurses Aides 
 -  Orderlies 
 -  Laboratory Assistants 
 -  Office Assistants  
 -  Kitchen Help 
 -  Maintenance Man  
 -  Cleaning Women  
 -  Laundry Workers  
 
Registered Nurses (Ontario) will be paid at 
the 1961 general provincial rate.  
 
Application forms available at St. Francis 
Memorial Hospital, Barry’s Bay, Ont., 

The newly constructed St. Francis Memorial 
Hospital in Barry’s Bay commenced 
admitting patients Thursday Dec. 1.  
 
…..Although the entire Hospital will not be 
opened immediately the maternity and 
medical wards are prepared for patients at 
the present time, and the other portions 
such as surgery etc. will be opened very 
shortly. 
 
……. The staff employed by the Hospital 
will number 36 which includes seven sisters 
that have been working so vigorously in 
preparing the hospital. There are five 
registered nurses, two of which are sisters.  

Mrs. Zita Glofcheskie, the first President of the St. 
Francis Memorial Hospital Women’s Auxiliary, presents 
the silver cup donated to the first baby born in St. Francis 
Memorial Hospital. The new baby is Andrea Mary, 
daughter of Elizabeth and Dr. Andrew Chapeskie. 
 
Receiving the cup and holding the baby is her mother,   
while Sister Mary Emma, Administrator, and Sister M. 
Hedwig look on with Mr. Henry J. Chapeskie, President 
of the Hospital Board and grandfather to the baby.  



The Early Years  

Sr. Emma Varney, first 
Administrator  

Staff assemble for report ( L-R)  B. 
Brown,  B. Cybulski, Sr. Mary Denis, 
Annie Shulist, Jack Golka, &  
Wayne Hoare  Sr. Martha Prince and          

paediatric patient  

Medical Staff (L-R) Dr. Andrew Chapeskie, 
Dr. Fred  Eggert, & Dr. Jack Burger  

 Adele Hildebrandt, Erva Okum, and 
Margaret Grodzka, in background 

 Helen Dombroskie                
attending to a set of twins  

Sr. Martha Prince, Dr. Chapeskie, 
and Dr. Burger in the operating 

Rev. Maika and Sr. 
Mary Denis visit  

patients  



Laundry staff back row, Evelyn Yantha, 
Margaret Peplinskie, & Margaret 
Coulas. Housekeeping staff front row, 
Theresa Coulas, &  Beverly Schimmens 

Sr. Imelda 
Registered X-Ray 
and Lab Tech. 
attends a patient 
assisted by Mary 
Wingle  

 Elizabeth 
Mayhew 

in 
Admitting 

Sr. Felicitas, Dietary Supervisor, 
with Dianne Schimmens, Rita 
Kuiack, & Annie Golka 

Barbara Conway of the Lab 
& X-ray Department taking 

an ECG 
Winnifrey Burchat,           
Plant Maintenance 

Dorothy Marquardt in 
Central Supply Room  

Sr. St. John tending to the Chapel 



Operating Report  First Year 1961 
 
 

How Do We 
Compare 50 Years 

Later ? 
 
Since the opening of the 
Hospital in 1960 there has 
been a definite shift in 
h o w  p a t i e n t s  u s e 
Hospitals. Today’s patient 
expects more diagnostic 
and  outpatient services 
with much less emphasis 
on inpatient admissions.  

 
Surgery was phased out 
when Dr. Chapeskie 
decreased his number of 
cases and a replacement 
surgeon could not be 
found.  
 
In 1995 the Obstetrical 
Service was discontinued 
when the number of births 
per year declined. 
 

 In  2009/10 

 
Number of Hospital 
Admissions                     373 
 
Diagnostic Imaging now 
includes, X-Rays, 
Mammograms, Ultrasound, 
and Bone Densitometry  
Number of Tests        12,737 
 
Clinics and Dialysis      4,484 
 
Emergency Visits       10,081 
 
Total Staff employed      129 
 



10th Anniversary — Celebrating our Staff    

Sr. Rosenda Brady                           
Administrator  

Helen O’Malley R.N. 

Barbara Conway and 
Susan Parker  

Mary Coulas R.N.A. &      
Sr. Mary Keizer 

Sr. Martha Prince        
Director of Nursing  

Sr. Rita Bowers R.N.A., Elizabeth 
Priest R.N. & Stasia Shalla R.N.  

 Judy Lisk 
Business    

Office  

 Rose Marie  
Trader R.N.A. 

Mary Coulas R.N. 

Erva Okum R.N. &   
Colleen Marquardt R.N. 



1971 

Barry`s Bay Hospital Plans Ambulance 
Services by Jan. 1st 1971 
St. Francis Memorial Hospital announced today that it will provide ambulance services 
commencing Jan. 1st. The supervisor of the department will be Jack Golka. 
In the past ambulance services were provided by William Goulet. Sr. Rosenda said he 
is to be commended for his availability and generous service.  

 

Ambulance  Attendant, Ed 
Matcheskie, places first in Ontario in 

an ambulance attendant course . 

Ambulance Staff  (L-R) Back row: Wellington Lisk , Michael Kelly, Raymond Lapenski, 
Phillip Herron. Front row: Jack Golka, Albert Prince, & Ernie P. Coulas 

Jack Golka , Ambulance Supervisor 
demonstrates equipment in the 

ambulance.  



Sr. Rosenda Resigns  
October 1975 

Sr. Martha Prince  

Sr. Edna  Prince  

Sr. Imelda Coyne 

Sr. St. John 

Sr. Anita  Levair  

Sr. Emma Varney  

Hospital Administrator  

Sr. Rosenda 



After  many hours of 
planning the final  
stamp of approval 
for the expansion of  
S t .  F r a n c i s 
M e m o r i a l  w a s 
a w a r d e d  i n 
September 1983. 
The new addition 
provided a 17 bed 
chronic care wing, a 
new emergency 
department, the 
creation of private 
patient rooms, the 
addition of air 

conditioning and electric heating as well as other changes involving almost every 
department in the Hospital. The total cost of the expansion was projected at 2.8 
million of which the province provided five-sixths leaving the community to raise 
$600,000.  

September 1983   

Final Approvals for the Expansion  
     of  St. Francis Memorial Hospital 



 

Ribbon Cutting to launch the Fundraising      
   Campaign for the Hospital Expansion  

 
On hand for the ceremony were (L to R) 
Fundraising District Coordinator, Betty 
Bloskie, Hospital Board Chair, Colin 
McGrath, Fundraising Committee Chairman, 
Ray Stamplecoskie, Honorary Chairman 
MPP Paul Yakabuski, and Barry’s Bay 
Reeve, Paul Recoskie.  Other committee 
campaign members include Jim Conway. 
Chair of Corporate and Business, John 
Skelley to head up the special events, and 
Shirley Weir is directing the efforts for 
summer residents. 

Everyone helped with 
the quarter mile.  

Geris Serran & sister Jade  
Jody Sernoskie age 4 & 

Samantha Mitchell age10 
helped collect . 

$3,500 
Collected  



A Community Involved  

Students from 
Madawaska 
Valley District High School 
built a cedar strip canoe to be 
raffled .  

Ray  Stamplecoskie 
accepts a cheque from 
the students of St. 
John Bosco School  

Greta Bloskie President of the St. 
Francis Memorial Hospital Auxiliary 
presents a cheque to Colin McGrath 
Hospital Board Chair.  

Kenny Yantha presents a 
cheque to Jim Conway on 
behalf of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

The winner of the house 
Evelyn Taylor , of Hay Lake,      
receives a celebratory  kiss 
from Howard Schutt of the 
Lions Club after the draw.  

Paul Recoskie & MPP Paul Yakabuskie launch the 
Madawaska Valley Lions Club fundraising 



 

The Hospital was named in honour of St. Francis of Assisi.  Throughout his 
life St. Francis spread the gospel of  love for all of God ’ s creatures  

especially the poor, the sick, and the fallen. He was a living example of 
compassion, simplicity, charity and healing, which were characteristics 

 the new Hospital philosophy would strive to embrace.                      
 

The word Memorial also became part of the name in memory to all who had 
served their country in the two world wars.   

The History of the Name St. Francis Memorial The History of the Name St. Francis Memorial The History of the Name St. Francis Memorial The History of the Name St. Francis Memorial     



Amby Dwyer calls at 
the Monster Bingo  

Madawaska Valley Lions Club presents 
cheque 

Barry’s Bay Royal Canadian Legion adds their 
 contribution  

The lucky winner of the 
1984 Camaro Z-28,  
Sheila Mosley of Barry’s 
Bay, proudly poses with 
her new car. 

Timberfest weekend started with breakfast and live 
broadcast of Ontario Morning with Alan Millar, with Reeve 
Paul Recoskie. Proceeds of breakfast when to the  
Hospital Building Fund.  



TENDERS AWARDED  
 

Seven construction firms bid on the project 
and M. Sullivan Ltd. of Arnprior came in with 
the lowest bid and  a completion date estimate 
of 42 weeks . M. Sullivan’s firm also built the 
original hospital.  

MPP Paul Yakabuskie, Ontario Education 
Minister Sean Conway, and Mr. Frank Ritza. At 
the sod turning for the original building in 1959 , 
Mr. Ritza was on hand to present the shovel to 
Honourable Mr. Maloney and did the same   
today. 



Health Minister Elston Opens the New $2.6 Million      
Hospital Wing  

Maureen Kay Director of Nursing, MPP Paul Yakabuski, Ontario Health Minister Murray Elston, Minister 
of Education Sean Conway, and Winnifrey Burchat, the Plant Maintenance Supervisor who was 
employed at the Hospital since it opened in 1960. In front are Sara and Sam Glofcheskie , who are the 
great grand niece and nephew of Msgr. Biernacki and children of Beverly Glofcheskie who helped cut the 
ribbon at the original opening of the Hospital.  



St. Francis Continuing Care Unit is Brighter and Larger  

 
Susan  Cowan 

Physiotherapist, 
welcomes a 

patient  to the  
new department.  

The “Tree of Life” mural in the front 
lobby was created by local artisans 
and  will be used to recognize donors 
to the capital  needs of the Hospital.  

Agnes 
Andercheck 
shows some 
of the displays 
in the new 
Auxiliary Gift 
Shop located 
at the front 
entrance of 
the Hospital.  

Admitting/Registration Desk is 
Welcoming.  

The New Emergency Department is 
a Dramatic Change  



THE FIRST AUXILIARY  
Greta Bloskie, Claire Dubreuil, Zita 
Glofcheskie, Mariam Sheridan, Grace 
Conway. 

1975 -Gail Kostash, Ethel 
Smith, Pres. Bernice 
Boehme & Teresa Sullivan. 

 
 

Twenty–four ladies, representing various groups in the district, assem-
bled on September 22, 1960 to discuss the possibility of organizing a 
Women’s Hospital Auxiliary to function in conjunction with the St. Francis 
Memorial Hospital in Barry’s Bay, Ontario which is slated to open on Tues-
day Oct. 25, 1960. 
    A general meeting was held Oct. 6, and various committees were estab-
lished: a Ways and Means Committee, Special Teas, Cutting and Sewing, 
Press and Public Relations, Gift Shop and Tuck Shop Cart.  
    The first job of the Auxiliary was Operation Clean-up. The ladies gathered 
at the Hospital on Oct 24, to prepare for the official opening of the hospital 
the next day. They also decided to have a pantry shower to help stock the 
Hospital kitchen with food staples and utensils. Pantry showers continued to 
be held every year to help keep the kitchen stocked. 
     The Gift Shop was opened Nov. 21, 1960 with sixteen donated items. A 
tuck shop cart was purchased for $29.00 and operated for many years.  
     In the past 50 years, the Auxiliary, now consisting of men and women, 
continue to serve the needs of the Hospital with insurmountable zeal and 
devotion, giving voluntarily of their time, effort, energy, and experience.  

St. Francis Memorial Hospital Auxiliary 
Est. 1960  

1963 AUXILIARY—Front Row (L-R) Bernadette Dudack, 
Greta Bloskie, Babette Brodie,.Kathryn Farmer, Gloria 
Dusseault.  Back row standing (L-R) Catherine Sullivan, 
Viola Serran, Florence Kosnaskie, Teresa Sullivan, 
Beatrice Lentz, Theresa Beanish, Beatrice Shalla, Rose 
Recoskie, Mary Matusheskie, 2 Unknown.  

 

Babette Brodie, Pres. & 
Mary Cybulski . ANNUAL AUXILIARY TEA  



AUXILIARY   
 PRESIDENTS  

 
1960-61   Zita Glofcheskie  
1961-64   Greta Bloskie  
1964-65   Babette Brodie 
1965-67   Catherine Sullivan  
1967-69   Ethel Smith  
1969-70   Betty McCarthy 
1970-72   Hortense Stevenson 
1972-73   Helen Daly 
1973-74   Georgie Trant  
1974-75   Ethel Smith  
1975-77   Teresa Sullivan 
1977-79   Kay Pollock 
1979-82   Mary E. Herron 
1982-87   Greta Bloskie 
1987-89   Teresa Sullivan 
1989-2005  Lorraine Finn 
2005-07     Donna Smith  
2007-current   Lorraine Finn  

International Womens Day Award 



Selling Bingo cards 
at the annual bingo 
event for a chance 
at great prizes  

The Gift Shop  

St. Francis Memorial  Hospital Auxiliary Moments  

Christmas Sale  

Raffle  

Nevada Ticket Sales  

Helping the Foundation with 
the Tree of Lights Campaign  



Fun on our Continuing Care Unit  



Happy Holidays with Our Patients  



 

Our Hospital — Our Community  

Madawaska Valley District High School 
 Program  

Intergenerational Program  

Pastoral  Care  



The realization of the dream of St. Francis Memorial 
is a tribute and testimonial to Rt. Reverend Monsignor 
Peter Biernacki, Parish Priest of St. Hedwig ’ s 
Church in Barry ’ s Bay. The foresight, determination 
and vision of Msgr. Biernacki were significant factors 
in the planning and building of the Hospital. As a  
humanitarian and advocate for the people, he was 
strongly aware of the need for a hospital and medical 
care for a growing community. In the early 1940 ’ s 
he shared his vision with the members of his parish 

and launched the dream.  His efforts in the community and as a leader on the first St. 
Francis Memorial Hospital Association were key, but fate has its own designs and 
Msgr. Biernacki was denied the privilege of seeing the culmination of his dedication 
and work, he passed away Dec. 31, 1958. 

Mr. Henry J. Chapeskie, an experienced 
businessman, dedicated parishioner, and 
community minded citizen was involved in 
establishing the Hospital since inception. In 1947 
he donated the land and formulated the plans for 
the Hospital. He obtained the charter from the 
province in 1952 and served as treasurer for 
twelve years on the Hospital Association. In 
1959, upon Msgr. Biernacki ’ s death, he 
continued the dream by accepting the position of 
Hospital Board President and assumed the 
responsibility for construction and completion of 
the Hospital  in 1960.  

THE VISION OF A COMMUNITY HOSPITAL  



St. Francis Memorial Hospital Foundation   
Tree of Lights     

Palmer Tree of Love  

Whitney  
Celebration 



Guardian Angel Program  

Valuable Volunteers  

Monthly Giving Club  

Landscape of Life  

Bay Day Fish Pond  

St. Francis Memorial Hospital Foundation  



During the construction of the Hospital’s 
new expansion, a Ministry of Health 
helicopter was stationed at St. Francis 
Memorial. The ambulance and ER 
nursing personnel of St. Francis were 
trained to staff  the helicopter that 
serviced the entire area.  The program 
that started here was  later organized 
into the service used today.  

Ambulance Services  



Meals on Wheels Program started in 1982 in partnership with 
Barry’s Bay and Area Home Support. The hospital prepares the meals 
and volunteers deliver them to subscribers in the community . Students 
from Sherwood public school learn how the program works.   

Diabetic Education Program has a new educator. Janet Lynch has 
completed her training and taken over from Diane Green  who started 
the program in 1995 and recently retired. The program strives to assist 
the diabetic with their personal  diabetes management plan through 
education and counselling.  

Respirology Clinic -  Maureen Magill , Respiratory Therapist oper-
ates this new clinic at the hospital. According to 2000/01 statistics  res-
piratory conditions are one of the main reasons for hospital admissions.  

Surgical Consultations    Dr. Lance  Miller a surgeon from Renfrew, provides 
out- patient surgical consultations since 1999. 

ENT Clinic   Dr. Jeffery Jones examines Brandon Olsheskie as part of 
his Ear,  Nose and Throat clinic started in 1999. 

Programs and Services  

The Foot Care Clinic started in 1991 and soon spread to satellite 
clinics in neighbouring communities. The clinic is still operational today 
and services a wide variety of people. It aims to treat and prevent foot 
care problems so prevalent today in the young and older populations. 
This picture is Christine Trenholme (left) and Bunny Recoskie at the 
opening of the first clinic.  

Bone Densitometry (BMD) is a valuable service started in 2004 for 
the early detection and follow-up of Osteoporosis.  The St. Francis and 
Renfrew Programs were some of the first in Canada to be accredited. 

Eye Donor Program   Patients at the hospital can donate their eyes 
and the Madawaska  Lions Club members are ensuring that the eyes 
make it to the Eye Bank in Toronto within 24 hours. 





Oct. 1997 



 

RVH 

SFMH 

 A Progressive Decision  
 
In 1998 and 1999 the provincial 
Health Services Restructuring 
Commission was sweeping 
through the province making 
decisions about Hospital ser-
vices. In Pembroke the review 
for Renfrew County resulted in 
closure of the Pembroke Civic 
Hospital.  
The Boards and Administrators 
of St. Francis Memorial Hospital 
and Renfrew Victoria Hospital 
decided the time was right to act 
to choose their own destiny. In 
December 1999 the voluntary 
administrative partnership be-
tween both Hospitals was an-
nounced. With an administrative 
position vacant at both Hospitals 
the timing was right to place 
both Hospitals under one ad-
ministration. The voluntary 
shared partnership retained 
each Hospital’s Board and 
unique community culture.  
This new model was unique to 
the province and was recog-
nized for its’ leadership and di-
rection by the Minister of Health 
and Long Term Care Elizabeth 
Witmer.  
For St. Francis the partnership 
brought expertise, growth, and 
access to valuable new services 
such as hemodialysis and On-
tario Breast Screening.   



Monday June 25 saw the opening 
of the much anticipated Dialysis 
Unit at St. Francis Memorial 
Hospital and satellite of the 
Renfrew Victoria Program. The 
three station unit was temporarily 
set up in what had been a conference room and will be 

relocated to the new medical building 
when it is built. The focus is to offer the 
service to patients in the area and 
relieve them of the burden of travelling to 
Renfrew or Ottawa three times a week 
for this life saving treatment.  

St. Francis Memorial Hospital is the latest 
and smallest hospital to boast an on-site 
Ontario Breast Screening Program. This 
program has some of the highest standards 
for mammography units in the world.  

Dave Lockhart from local Branch 
406 of the Royal 
Canadian Legion 
receives an 
explanation of the 
new 
mammography 
machine after 
donating $5,000 
towards the total price tag of 
$50,000.  Other major donors 
included the St. Francis Memorial 
Hospital Auxiliary and the 
Madawaska Valley Lions Club.  

The Ontario Breast Screening 
Program was launched in Oct. 
2000 as a satellite of Renfrew 
Victoria Hospital and a result of 
the new partnership with 
Renfrew.  
Marie Villeneuve Scott OBSP 
Nurse Examiner (left) and 
Medical Radiation Technologist 
Alison Bishop provide the service 
in Barry’s Bay. Having the 
service closer to home means 
more woman will access this 
valuable preventative service.  

 New Expanded 
Dialysis Unit Opens 

in Medical  
Center  

Dec 2003  

DIALYSIS AT 
BAY HOSPITAL 

June 2001   

Dale Mason and his wife 
Sheila talk with Dr. Nicole  
Delbrouck  the Nephrologist 
and Medical Director of the 
program  

 Ed Ruddy of Whitney with 
dialysis nurse Donna Sullivan in 
the new spacious six station unit.  



 

Gala launches Foundation for    
St. Francis Memorial Hospital  

June 2001  

Sean Conway MPP , Cheryl Gallant MP,  Lynn Flokstra Foundation Director , 
Randy Penney CEO, and Tom Smith Board Chair of the Foundation , unveil the 
logo for the St. Francis Memorial Hospital Foundation.  

John Sorenson, Hospital 
Board Chair presents 
Lorraine Finn President of 
the Hospital Auxiliary with 
an award for their work in 
support of the Hospital and 
the Foundation.  

Our own Dr. Dawes       
performed as a member of 
the Star Tool Band.  

Tom Smith, Gala M.C. 



Hospital Foundation Launches    
         Capital Equipment Campaign 

March 2003 

Planning for Tomorrow– Today  

In excess of 3.5 million dollars worth of 
equipment is currently in use at St. Francis 
Memorial Hospital and most of it will need 
to be replaced between now and 2012. The 
Planning for Tomorrow-Today campaign 

is planning to raise $1.3 million for the Hos-
pital . The money will be used to replace 
aging equipment and invest in new technol-
ogy over the next 10 years and will unfold 
over the course of 2003.  

Auxiliary Pledges $200,000 to 
St. Francis Equipment 

fund drive.  
A great start to the Planning for Tomorrow-
Today equipment replacement campaign  

The Auxiliary included the three local groups that 
have helped raise money for the Auxiliary—the 
Girl Guides and Bell Canada  Retired Employees.  

Madawaska Valley Lions lead by 
example with $100,000 donation to the 
Capital Equipment Campaign. (L to  R) Back 
row : Tom Smith, Bob Kulas, Wilmer 
Mathews, John Willan  Front row  Cathy Pitts 
and Phil Conway.  



 

On March 4, 1935 Dr. P.P. Smyth received approval 
of Council under Reeve Henry J. Chapeskie to obtain 
a licence to operate a private hospital within the 
village of Barry’s Bay. He set up the hospital on Bay 
St. in the large home of Anthony and Mary Maika.  
While Mr. Maika was working away as foreman in the 
lumber camps, Mary Maika with the help of her 
daughters Frances, Ursula, and Eleanor provided for 
the patients who occupied three bedrooms in their 
home. Operations were performed on the dining room 
table assisted by Dr. Gregor, Dr. John V. Byrne and  
Dr. Smyth’s wife, who was a registered nurse. 

After about five years of operation Dr. Smyth sold his practice to Dr. John Byrne and 
moved to Toronto. The hospital ceased to operate in the early 1940’s. 

A recent photo of the first private 
hospital Barry’s Bay  

Planning for the new Hospital begins…. 

The First Hospital  

July 16, 1948 

Original  
signatures  

 



Capital Campaign Going Over the Top  

Palmer Rapids holds 
 dinner  

Balmoral Hotel raises money 
for CEC 

MV and OPP play hockey for 
a good cause  

Several members of the Planning for 
Tomorrow – Today Capital Equipment 
Campaign fund raising team were on 
hand to witness campaign volunteer 
Paul Recoskie move the mountain 
climber to the $1 million mark.  

Bank of Montreal kicks into the 
Campaign  

Polish Camp Girl Guides 
 Contribute 

IGA Staff Meet the 
bosses challenge for a 

pledge  

Anna Etmanskie, owner 
of  Etmanskie Shell, 
donates the contents of 
her pickle jar , saved 
from selling calendars  

The RCMP Dixie Land Band benefit 
concert is a big hit  



Opening of  St. Francis Health Centre is 
the Beginning of  a New Era in Health 
Care Delivery in Barry’s Bay and Area 

Oct. 2003   

 

The new St Francis Memorial 
Health Centre is officially open 
and over the next few weeks 
local doctors and other medi-
cal services will settle into the  
new 1.8 million complex. 
The  Health Centre is home 
for  six physician offices, a lar-
ger  dialysis unit, a pharmacy,   
laboratory service provided by 
Gamma Dynacare, a commu-
nity nursing service, and 
space for allied professionals.  
The new building is truly a 
health centre for the commu-
nity and is key to future re-
cruitment of physicians to the 
area.  Taking part in the official opening of the new health centre are from 

(L—R): Karen Slater Ministry of Health, Pat Pilgrim COO 
Madawaska Valley Township, Dr. Jason Malinowski, Cathy Pitts 
Hospital Board Chair, MPP John Yakabuski, Shaun O’Malley 
dialysis patient, Dr. Bruce Harris, Darlene Sernoskie Director of 
Operations, at St. Francis Memorial and Randy Penney CEO of the 
Hospital.  



MOCK  DISASTER  
Oct. 10, 1991  

The mock disaster exercise was realistic enough to fool more 
than a few motorists who passed the accident scene. The army, 
firefighters, ambulance services  and OPP were on the scene of 
the mock disaster to assist the hospital test their response. 
Students from Madawaska Valley District High School posed as 
victims and community volunteers joined in to act as family 
members and put the staff through their paces.     



The purchase of PACS converted the dependency on manual x-ray to a computerized digital 
system and was essential for the Diagnostic Imaging Department. Not only did it ensure a 
continuous supply of Radiologists to read the images, it dramatically decreased the turn around 
time of reports . It also eventually connected the Hospital to the provincial network project aimed 
at a seamless patient electronic record shared between hospitals. This $500,000 investment was 
pledged over five years by the Hospital Foundation through the Capital Equipment Campaign.  

May 2002  
The Telehealth project connected the 
Hospital to the Ontario Network and 
provided  access to specialists in Ottawa 
and across the province through real time 
video conferencing. This new technology 
improved care and saved many hours of 
travel for patients and families.  

  Picture Archiving Communication System (PACS) 

Dr. Cunnigham (Radiologist ) and Dr. 
Cybulski review digital x-rays.  

Staff celebrate the 
launch of the new 

system.  

Alison Bishop DI Manager 
demonstrates the new  PACS 

technology.  



1966 

 

April 2008 – Staff members receive the three year award from 
Accreditation Canada.  

 
If a manufacturing company is measured by the products 
they produce – hospitals are measured by the quality of 
care they provide for their patients and clients.  Although 
producing quality care is a continuous process, hospitals 
voluntarily participate in measurement  of the standards of 
care through an evaluation program by Accreditation 
Canada. If the evaluation is positive the hospital will 
receive an accreditation award. Since the first 
accreditation in 1966 St. Francis Memorial Hospital has 
consistently demonstrated a high level of quality care. 

HOSPITAL ACCREDITATION 



SFMH Connected to Diagnostic  
Imaging Network  

 
On June 16, 2010 St. Francis Memorial went 
live with the Northern and Eastern Ontario   
Diagnostic Imaging Network.  
 
This new connection allows the Hospital to 
share digital x-ray images with other Hospitals 
in the Eastern and Northern Network. This is 
an exciting advancement in technology          
towards an electronic health record accessi-
ble to all hospitals.  

Congratulations to SFMH Lab  
Cheryl Gervais Lab manager (back row right) and 
technologist Charon Hilton (front left ) celebrate 
with the three provincial assessors who 
conducted an inspection of the Lab. The staff 
scored an exceptional 99.13% compliance rating.  

May 2010  

Thanks to the SFMH Foundation fund 
raising efforts the Hospital was able to 
replace this $70,000. vital chemistry 
analyser in the Lab.  

July 2010  



Links to the Community  

Hospital Working with Municipality  
Committee to Recruit new Physicians  

Two new physicians signed on  

High School Co-op Program offers 
work experience  

Take Your Kid to Work Day  

Craig 
Mullen—one 
of the recipi-
ents of the 

annual Hospi-
tal bursary to 
graduating 
students of 
Madawaska 

Valley District High School . 
Job Shadowing offers a taste of 
the profession to MVDHS Students  

Public Education 
through teaching 

sessions or 
information in the 
hospital lobby is 

eagerly provided.  
Preceptorship placements 

for colleges and 
universities make  good 

partnerships.  

Volunteers from 
Madawaska Valley 

Association. for 
Community Living  help 

us help them  



Giving Back to the Community  

Wear pink for Breast Cancer Awareness  

Christmas Shoe  Boxes  

SFMH Family Fun Day  

Relay for Life Team  

Santa Clause Parade 



Hospital Board Chairpersons 

H.J. Chapeskie  
1961-1973 

Dr. D. McMichael 
1973-1974 

Leo Bonnah  
1974-1975 

Chris Mullin 
1975-1976 

John Trant 
1976-1981 

Roger Young  
1981-1982 

Colin McGrath  
1982-1987 

Vince Steepe 
1987-1991 

Paul Recoskie  
1991-1992 

Dave Kelley 
1992-1995 

Jim Douglas  
1995-98 

John Sorenson  
1998-2002 

Cathy Pitts  
2002-2004 

Spencer Stanutz 
2004-2005 

Stephanie  
Graham  

2005-2008 

Debbie Marshall  
2008-2010 

Jasna Boyd 
2010— present  



Dr P.W. Eggert  Dr. Peter Smith  Dr. Andrew 
 Chapeskie  

Dr. J. Burger  

MISSING  
PICTURES  

  
Dr. Kathy Reduka  
Dr. Steven Bodley  
Dr. David York  
Dr. Robert Kudlak 

Dr. Joseph Cybulski Dr. Henry Tiedje Dr. Bruce Harris  

Dr. Denise Coulas  Dr. Raymond Dawes 

   Dr. David LLoyd Dr. Ian Park  Dr. Blair Voyvodic  

Dr. Jason Malinowski  

Dr. Henry Chapeskie  

Dr. Jan Krawczyk 

Community and Hospital Physicians  



We invite you to join with us in a common effort to raise the 
funds for the necessary equipment and furnishings in this 

hospital . Your subscription means community betterment . 

 
…...In order for the committee to achieve the 
objective, they need money and are appealing for 
help . They appeal to the individual for donations in 
a generous Christian spirit. Many families have 
given $100 and a good many  have contributed 
much more. However, generosity is measured not 
by the amount but by the sacrifice of the giver. 
Therefore it is up to the individual to give what he 
feels he should. The hospital needs friends — a 
multitude of friends!  Won’t you be a friend ? 



Hospital Administrators and Directors 

 

Sr. Emma Varney  Sr. Rosenda Brady Mark Robertson  Frank Schikurski Jack Finn  

Jack Hotchkiss  Peter Karwacki Keray O’Reilly Randy Penney 

Darlene Sernoskie  

Directors of Hospital 
Operations  

Sr. Martha Prince  Sr. Edna Prince  Teresa Meagher Shirley Weir  

Judith Kelly Maureen Kay 

Donna Murray  

Jane Dumas  Joan Kuiack  

Directors of Patient Care Services  Jeremy Stevenson  



VOLUNTEERING IS A WORK OF HEART 



Thank You  
for being our community  

A Community Builds a  
Hospital  

 
50 Years of Community Caring  

recognizes that not only has St. Francis Memorial Hospital 
been caring for the people of the community but the people of 
the community have offered invaluable support and caring for 

the Hospital  

 



 
 

We appreciate your help  
 

to the volunteer committee for the long 
hours of searching through archived 

pictures and news articles to develop the 
book. 

 
Judy Beaulieu  

Stephanie Graham 
Cathy Pecarski 

Darlene Sernoskie  
Maxine Smaglinskie  

 
Thank you to Erin Mask for  

designing the cover and to the staff  
for their support. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

We would also like to thank and 
acknowledge the local newspapers for the 

wonderful coverage of the Hospital 
throughout the years and for allowing us to 

use the published articles.  
 

Barry’s Bay This Week  
The Eganville Leader  
The Valley Gazette  

 



 

The first sod for the new hospital at Barry’s Bay was 
turned by Mines Minister Maloney on Monday 
afternoon. He is seen here with members of the 
hospital board. (L to R): Reeve Paul Yakabuskie, 
Edward  Shalla, Max Mintha, Mr. James Maloney,  
F.J. Ritza, H. J. Chapeskie, and M. Sullivan, 
contractor.  

Aug 12, 1959 

Many  Witness  Sod  Turning  of   New                          
      Hospital at Barry’s Bay  

Hon. James A. Maloney turns the first sod of 
St. Francis Memorial Hospital. Beside him is 
the President of the Hospital Board, Mr. H.J. 
Chapeskie.  

 



Among those present for the 
cornerstone laying were (L to R) 

Bishop Smith , Bishop of 
Pembroke Diocese, Mr. H. J. 
Chapeskie , President of the 

Hospital Board, Hon. M. 
B.Dymond, Minister of Health, Hon. 

J. M. Maloney Q.C. Minister of 
Mines and member for South 

Renfrew, and Mr. R.W.I. Urquart, 
M.A.,M.D.,L.L.D, Chairman of the 

Ontario Hospital Services 

Dec. 16, 1959 
 
Construction of  St. 
Francis Memorial Hospital, 
although detained by the 
shortage of steel, at this 
time it is progressing 
steadily regardless of the 
cold weather.  

Cornerstone  



October 25, 1960 

A Community’s  Dream  Realized  

 Premiere Frost  opened the Hospital with the 
words, “ I now declare St. Francis Memorial 
Hospital officially open and launch it on its’ 
career of usefulness and mercy for this great 
part of Ontario.”  
 
The 300  x 44 foot brick building of modern 
design was constructed in 15 months by M. J. 
Sullivan and Sons. J. Morris Woolfson of 
Ottawa was the architect. The total estimated 
cost of the building was $350,000. with 
equipment and furnishings costing an extra 
$85,000. 

The grand niece of Msgr. Biernacki, seven year old 
Beverly Flynn, assisted Hon. Leslie M. Frost in the 
official ribbon cutting to open St. Francis Memorial 
Hospital. She was to have presented the Premier 
with the scissors to be used in the ceremony, but 
Mr. Frost – in a grand gesture of respect for her late 
uncle – insisted that she share the scissors and 
assist with the ribbon cutting. He gave the little girl 
a piece of the ribbon as a small keepsake and a 
gentle kiss on the cheek.    



The Scarlet Coloured 
Band of the First 
Canadian Guard of 
C a m p  P e t a w a w a 
p r o v i d e d  t h e 
appropriate splendor to 
a memorial occasion. 

With the construction in place—someone 
was needed to manage  day to day opera-
tion. Seven sisters from the  Sisters of St. 
Joseph Order stepped up to take over the 
administration, nursing and technical de-
partments under Sr. Mary Emma Varney. 

To the 1500 citizens who attended the 
ceremony it was the culmination of years of 
sacrifice and hard work . 

A Day  to Remember  

Many congratulatory telegrams were          
received. 

Mr. Frost endeared himself to the children of 
the village when he proclaimed a school 
holiday. 
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