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A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

Mrs Mabe l  (MacPha i l )  P i l la r  has  been ares ident  o f  Scarborough

for  more  than 23  years .  From her  k i tchen w indow she can look

o u t  o n  P r o v i d e n c e  V i l l a .

She has  been an  ac t ive  member  o f  Prov idence V i l la  Aux i l ia ry

fo r  the  pas t  f i f teen  years .  She has  a lso  been ac t ive ly  invo lved

as  a  member  o f  V ic to r ia  Park  Un i ted  Church ,  s ince  coming to

Scarborough.

In  1976 Mabe l  had a  b iography  o f  her  mother  pub l i shed.

P e r i o d i c a l l y ,  h e r  w r i t i n g s  a p p e a r  i n  C a n a d i a n  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

Mabe l  and her  husband,  Frank ,  have th ree  sons :  Rober t ,

Dona ld  and John.



F O R W A R D

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE AUTHOR

T h i s  i s  j u s t ' t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  i c e b e r g ' a s  f a r  a s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e
'O ld  House '  i s  concerned.  l t  has  been an  en l igh ten ing  and
hear t  warming exper ience fo r  me to  ta lk  so  open ly  w i th  the

Sis te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph,  the  res idents ,  the  s ta f f  and the  vo lun-
teers .  Every  day  is  a  labour  o f  love ;  a  p roc lamat ion  o f  the

Char i ty  o f  Chr is t ;  a  w i tness  o f  serv ice  and a  reded ica t ion  fo r
IOmOrrow.

There were so many eager to tel  I  of  their  experiences and
anecdotes  tha t  re f  lec t  the  love  and care  tha t  i s  admin is te red
d a i l y  w i t h i n  t h e  V i l l a . . .  b u t  t i m e  d i d  n o t  a l l o w .  P e r h a p s
another  t ime,  another  theme wi l l  b r ing  fo r th  added gems o f
w i s d o m .

To those who have co-operated with me and given me en-
c o u r a g e m e n t ,  I  s a y  a  s i n c e r e ' t h a n k  y o u ' - -  y o u  w i l l  k n o w
that  your  suggest ions ,  your  en thus iasm,  your  gu idance has
been incorporated in this rdsumd.

A shy  o ld  res ident ,  pas t  93  years ,  shared her  mother 's  ph i lo -

sophy  w i th  me in  the  fo l low ing  words :  "Do your  bes t ;  i t  may
not  be  the  bes t ,  bu t  i t ' s  the  bes t  you  can do . "

Yes ,  I  have t r ied  to  do  my bes t . .  I  am aware  i t  i s  no t  the  bes t
.  .  bu t  p lease.  r  lou  do  your  bes t  now to  unders tand and en joy
i t .
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T H E  H O U S E  O F

C H A P T E R  O N E

P R O V I D E N C E

rhe House o f  Prov idence,  65  Power  S t ree t ,  Toronto  is  as
f  ; r m i  l i a r  a n d  n o s t a l g i c  t o  ' o l d  t i m e r s '  a s  t h e  F i r s t  o f  J u l y
p icn ics  a t  the  ls land - -  f ree  samples  a t  the  Canad ian  Nat iona l
Hxh ib i t ion  and march ing  in  Labour  Day parades .

i l  the  youth  o f  today  (who have grown up in  a  soc ie ty  in
' r " i r i c l - l  subs id ies ,  unempioyment  insurance,  government  g ran ts ,
a l  lowances  and we l fa re  a re  acceptab le  subs t i tu tes  fo r  in -
c t reper rdence)  i t  i s  a lmost  inconce ivab le  tha t  a  char i tab le  ins t i -
tu t ion ,  such as  The House o f  Prov idence,  run  by  the  S is te rs
o f  S t .  Joseph cou ld  and d id  open i t s  door  f ree ly  to  the  poor . ,
t h e  c r i p p l e d . .  t h e  l o s t . ,  t h e  r e t a r d e d . ,  t h e  s i c k . .  t h e  h o m e -
i e s s " ,  t h e  a d d i c t e d . .  t h e  d e s t i t u t e  a n d  t h e  u n l o v e d  o f  t h e
ci ty" " [here, everyone, without regard for race and creed,
found pea.ce ,  unders tand ing  and love  th rough the  k indness  and
g i 'ac iousness  o f  the  S is te rs  who admin is te red  to  the i r  sp i r i tua l
and phys ica l  needs"

The reputa t ion  fo r  hosp i ta l i t y  f rom the  S is te rs  was known c i ty
wide. "No one was ever turned away at any hour,  day or
n igh t ,  no  ques t ions  asked"  was passed on  by  the  t rans ien t
grapevi ne.

At t imes the numbers who were cared for,  swel led to more
t h a n  s i x  h u n d r e d  s o u l s ;  t h i s  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e ' o v e r n i g h t
gues ts '  who when a l l  the  beds  were  f i l l ed ,  were  conten t  to
sleep on mattresses on the basement f loor (an area referred to
ra ther  f lamboyant ly  as  Bosca Ha l l ) .  These overn igh t  gues ts



might  be  hab i tua l  acqua in tances  who s lep t  o f f  the i r  indu l -
gences and returned to the streets or their  homes next day;
others might be young transients who stopped to rest and be
fed before renewing their  search for employment;  a search
which  ex tended dur ing  the  Great  Depress ion  f rom coas t  to
coast across Canada.

The House o f  Prov idence f i rs t  opened i t s  doors  in  downtown
Toronto  in  1856.  The ear ly  work  o f  char i ty  and pub l ic  serv ice
per fo rmed by  the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph, , i s  a  fasc ina t ing  chap-
te r  in  the  h is to ry  o f  Toronto .

In  1850,  Count  Armand de Charbonne l  was  consecra ted  B ishop
of  Toronto ,  and four  years  la te r  re tu rned to  Rome to  d iscuss  a
request  fo r  e rec t ion  o f  a  House o f  Prov idence.  Permiss ion
was gran ted .  The Ho ly  Fa ther  to ld  the  B ishop he  wou ld  ask
God tha t  th is  House never  be  des t royed by  f i re ,  and tha t  i t s
work  wou ld  never  fa i l  fo r  lack  o f  funds .

The ear ly  years  were  a  cons tan t  s t rugg le  fo r  surv iva l .  The
Sis te rs  so l i c i ted  a lms f rom door  to  door ;  took  in  wash ing  and
had to carry the water from King Street at  2 or 3 in the morn-
ing ,  a t  a  cos t  o f  25Q per  bar re l .  Dr ink ing  water  came f rom a
smal l  ou tdoor  pump on the  grounds.

From S is te r  Zoe,  I  heard  o f  a  l i t t le  mi rac le  wh ich  took  p lace
in  the  ear ly  days  o f  opera t ion .  Prov is ions  were  low;  there
was no  f lour  and no  money to  buy  any .  So the  S is te rs  o f  S t .
Joseph prayed and they prayed. Meanwhi le,  a farmer was
re turn ing  f rom a  mi l l  where  he  had brought  h is  wheat  to  be
ground in to  f lour .  When h is  team o f  horses  approached the
gate of The House of Providence, they slowed down and re-
fused to pass the gate. The good farmer then let  them turn in.
Need less  to  add,  the  fa rmer  was we lcomed w i th  a  re f resh ing



cup o f  tea .  .  and the  S is te rs  go t  the i r  f  lour  !

For more than 50 years, over one period, The House of Provi-
dence also served as an orphanage. Nan Forman (a member of
the  Aux i l ia ry )  remembers  go ing  w i th  her  mother  to  th is  o rphan-
age.  Nan was fasc ina ted  w i th  a  g roup o f  l i t t le  bab ies .  She
s ing led  ou t  a  wh i te  one,  a  b lack  one and a  Ch inese one and
sa id ,  "When I  ge t  mar r ied ,  I 'm go ing  to  have one o f  each
c o l o u r  - -  j u s t  l i k e  t h e s e  ! "

A lso ,  a t  one t ime,  peop le  su f fe r ing  f rom consumpt ion  ( tuber -
cu los is )  cou ld  no t  be  admi t ted  to  any  c i ty  hosp i ta l .  They
were cared for by the Sisters,

The o ld  House o f  Prov idence was a  haven o f  hope fo r  28 ,000
peop le  dur ing  the  years  i t  was  in  ex is tence.  S ta t i s t i cs  conf  i rm
' t ,he  or ig ina l  home f i rs t  opened to  serve  the  des t i tu te ,  the  s ick ,
the  in f  i rm,  the  incurab le ,  the  un loved. '  A  nun says ,  "From
that  day  on ,  the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph have cont inued th is
work. "

Do you remember The House of Providence Annual Garden
Par ty  ?  l t  used to  be  THE soc ia l  event  o f  Toronto .  The 'h igh

a n d  t h e  m i g h t y ' o f  s o c i e t y  r u b b e d  e l b o w s  w i t h  t h e ' l o w l y  a n d
the  poor 'a t  a  b ingo tab le ;  fo r  tha t  b r ie f  in te r lude they  were
on equal terms

The f i rs t  'Ca tho l i c  P icn ic '  as  . i t  was  a f fec t ionate ly  ca l led
was he ld  on  a  f ine  Spr ing  Day in  1870;  on  24 th  May (Queen
Vic to r ia 's  b i r thday  and a  na t iona l  ho l iday) ;  therea f te r  i t  con-
t inued to  be  an  annua l  soc ia l  event  up  to  1917.  Dur ing  Wor ld
War  1  i t  was  d iscont inued,  bu t  renewed aga in  in  1951.  The
l a s t  o n e  h e l d  a t  t h e ' O l d  H o u s e ' w a s  i n  1 9 6 1  p r i o r  t o  t h e  m o v e
to  the  present  s i te  o f  Prov idence V i l la .



l n  1977,  w i th  a  budget  de f ic i t  o f  $100,000 per  month ,  fo r  the
care  g iven by  the  Roman Catho l i c  S is te rs ,  i t  was  dec ided to
rev ive  the  b ig  event  and the  Prov idence V i l la  Spr ing  Fes t iva l
was reborn ,  on  Saturday ,28 th  May.  Open ing  ceremonies ,
wh ich  began a t  noon,  fea tured  L ieu tenant  Governor  hu l ine
McGibbon and Archb ishop Ph i l ip  Pocock ,  in  add i t ion  to  var -
ious  church  leaders .



CHAPTER TWO

R E M E M B E R "

"l  remember" is a very common expression heard around
f ] rov idence V i l la  and invar iab ly  the  memory  rever ts  to  the
c iays  spent  a t  the  'O ld  House o f  Prov idence ' .

Some o f  those who wa lked spr i te ly  th rough the  doors  o f  Prov i -
d e n c e  V i l l a  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  c h i l l y  b r i g h t  d a y  o n  2 8 t h
January  1962,  have gone to  the i r  reward ;  o thers  have su f fe red
loss  o f  rnemory ,  as  years  take  the i r  to l l  in  mind  and body ;
bu t  there  are  s t i l l  a  b rave  few who can reca l l  v iv id ly  the i r
happy  days  ' in  the  o ld  House ' .  Many hours  a re  spent  re l i v ing
those memor ies  as  they  s l t  together  and ta lk ,  fo r  these pas t
days  ho ld  fas t  in  the i r  memor ies ,  whereas  more  recent  happen-
ings  fac le  w i th  tha t  day .

Mf  Pedd le  must  have been a  young n igh t -watchman a t  the 'O ld
H o u s e '  a s  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h e  i s  a  t r i m ,  l i t t l e  f i g u r e  d e -
l i ver ing  mai l  and messages,  se t t ing  up  ac t iv i t y  rooms,  d i rec t -
ing  peop le  to  des ignated  areas . .  a  rea l  boon to  the  S is te rs
when they  needed he lp  th roughout  the  ins t i tu t ion .

M f s  E U g e n e  F l e m i n g  h a s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  V i t t a  e v e r  s i n c e  i t  o p e n -
ed,  and prev ious ly ,  n ine  months  on  Power  S t ree t .  " l  don ' t
starve and I  s leep wel l ."  Her off-handed remark was meanr
to  be  compl imentary .  " l  l i ke  be ing  ac t ive  - -  i t  passes  the
t i m e " ,  s h e  c o n t i n u e d ,  " l  s t i l l  c a n  d o  m e n d i n g  f o r  t h e  r e s i -
dents  - -  take  up  cu f fs  o f  t rousers  and a l te r  hem l ines .  I ' ve



made aprons  ga lo re  in  my day .  My eye s igh t  i s  s t i l l  good,
thank  the  Lord ,  fo r  I  can  s t i l l  th read the  f  ines t  need le  in
sewi  no .  "

To  see Mrs  F leming,  neat ly  d ressed and wa lk ing  about  the
cor r idors ,  one cou ld  scarce ly  be l ieve  her  age to  be  95 .  " [
have ar th r i t i s  in  my back ,  bu t  I  have to  have someth ing  to  do ,
o r  l ' l l  d i e . .  I ' m  g e t t i n g  t i r e d ,  y o u  k n o w . "

Mrs  F leming o f fe red  me a  cha i r  bes ide  her .  "  l  en joy  a  game
of  cards  w i th  my f r iends ;  they  are  in  p r iva te  rooms" ,  and w i th
a  touch o f  humi l i t y  (da t ing  back  to  another  schoo l  o f  thought )
s h e  a d d e d ,  " l  a m  p o o r ;  l o n l y  p l a y  w i t h  t h e m  w h e n  t h e y  a s k
me.  "

Mafgafet Slaney l ived twelve years on Power Street.  At one
t ime her  mother ,  b ro ther  and she were  res idents .  There  she
he lped S is te r  Anna w i th  the  s ick  and in f  i rm and was a lso  f i re
warden o f  an  area .  "The Old  House was a  f i re - t rap  in  la te r
years ;  a l though we were  c lose  to  a  f i re  s ta t ion  we were  con-
s tan t ly  aware  o f  the  danger . "

Margare t  l i kes  fun  and ac t iv i t y .  She a t tends  b ingo every  Wed-
nesday even ing ;  the  Soc ia l  C lub  every  Tuesday a f te rnoon and
Saturday  n igh t .  She is  capta in  o f  a  bowl ing  team he ld  'ac ross

f rom the  men 's  d in ing  room' .  Bes t  o f  a l l  en ter ta inments ,
Margare t  remembers  the  ou t ings  'every  Spr ing  and Fa l l  on  a
Sunday a f te rnoon '  when Father  O 'Ne i l l  f rom St .  Joseph 's
Par ish  ar r i ved  w i th  a  hundred pr iva te  cars  to  take  the  res i -
dents  fo r  a  r ide  in to  the  count ry .  Th is  motorcade was ass is ted
through t ra f f  i c  by  a  po l i ce  escor t .  A f te r  the  r ide  they  were
taken to  the  Par ish  Ha l l  fo r  de l i c ious  re f reshments  and l i ve ly
enter ta inment .  "Queen fo r  a  day" ,  ,Margare t  adds  w i th  a  w ide
g r i  n .



AnthOny Vel la wort<ed from 1940 to 1962 as chief cook for
meats ,  vegetab les  and soups  in  the  'O ld  House '  k i t chen.  " l 'm
e igh ty - th ree  years  pas t  and l 'm re t i red . "

Cook ing  fo r  such a  la rge  number  o f  peop le  must  have been a
mammoth chore. "Everything was chopped by hand then. We
had one e lec t r i c  masher  and a  gr inder  wh ich  made work  a
l i t t le  eas ie r .  Three b ig ,  th ree-burner  gas  s toves  w i th  deep
ovens were used. Food was kept hot in dry steamers, which
l 'd  say  dr ied  the  food ou t  too  much - -  no th ing  to  compare  w i th
the  s ta in less  s team tab les  we have a t  the  V i l la  now."
Tony  w ipes  a  lock  o f  fa l len  ha i r  f rom h is  eyes  as  he  con-
t inues ;  "We had a  huge s team pot  fo r  por r idge and soup.  A
usual breakfast was oatmeal porr idge and cream of wheat --

t h a t  w a s  a  g o o d  f i l l e r . .  s t i c k s  t o  a  f e l l a ' s  r i b s ,  n o t  l i k e  t h e m
'puf fs '  and 'pops '  they  ge t  in  packages these days . "

Trays  o f  spec ia l  d ie ts  were  no t  o f ten  requ i red .  Each f loor
had a dining area where food was brought on large platters
and in  conta iners ,  on  a  l i f t .  "You pu l led  a  rope down to  b r ing
the  l i f t  up ,  and sent  the  rope up  to  make the  l i f t  go  down" ,  he
demonst ra ted  w i th  h is  hands ,  to  make h is  exp lanat ion  c lear .
"On ly  those unab le  to  go  to  the  d in ing  room were  served
trays, which were later washed and reset for the next meal."
A l l  d ishes  were  washed by  hand. .  the  men took  the i r  tu rn ,  as
we l l  as  the  women,  in  th is  end less  task .

A sweet, shy lady of ninety-thleg remembers the 'otd House'
wi th  i t s  peacefu l  homey a tmosphere . .  There  she superv ised
about  200 women - -  o ld  and he lp less  - -  f rom 8 .30  p .m.  un t i l
morn ing .  She was a  consc ien t ious  worker  and the  S is te rs
learned to  re ly  on  her  judgement .  " l t  was  no th ing  to  have a
tax i -d r iver  p ick  up  some o ld  woman wander ing  around Sher -
bourne Street,  around midnight or even later,  wearing bedroom



s l ippers ,  a  l igh t  coa t  -  a lways  car ry ing  a  shopp ing  bag - -  and
br ing  her  to  the  S is te rs .  Perhaps  she 'd  be  ab le  to  leave the
nex t  day  i f  she  w ished. .  somet imes though they  had no  rea l
home,  so  they  s tayed the  res t  o f  the i r  l i ves . "  She looked in to
my eyes  as  she dec la red ,  " l t  was  a  rea l  work  o f  char i ty  then. "
Her  ha i r  combed l igh t ly  o f f  her  face ,  her  sweet  b r igh t  smi le
and danc ing  eyes  so  express ive  among the  so f t  wr ink les
brought  to  mind  the  p ic tu re ,  remin iscent  o f  'Wh is t le r ' s  Mother '
as  she sa t  rock ing  bes ide  her  bed.

Margaret Sheedy came to 65 Power Street in 1939; she wi l l  be
82 in  Ju ly .  She was born  on  a  fa rm about  th i r ty  mi les  f rom
Renfrew, Ontar io.  For years she worked hard on that farm,
but  when her  paren ts  d ied ,  ,she  came to  Toronto .

A t  t h e ' O l d  H o u s e ' s h e  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  p a n t r y ,  p r e p a r e d  v e g e -
tab les ,  made beds ,  served t rays ,  worked in  the  laundry  and
went  to  the  Un i t ,  somet imes. "  Now Margare t  goes  da i l y  to
the  Cra f ts  Room where  she kn i ts  long  scarves  in  b r igh t  so f t
woo l .  " l 'm look ing  fo rward  to  go ing  back  home fo r  a  v is i t  th is
summer ;  my cous in  says  she ' l l  take  me" ,  Margare t  adds  w i th
g e n u i n e  e n t h u s i a s m .  H e r  s h o r t  r o t u n d  f i g u r e  i s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n
of  her  en joyment  and over  indu lgence a t  mea l  t imes.

Miss Marjor ie Larkin remembers the 'o ld House'  for  a speci f  ic
reason.  She was an  employee o f  the  Pub l ic  Hea l th  Depar tment
of Toronto; she was sent to 65 Power Street for s ixteen
months to search for records of the residents who were apply-
ing  fo r  O ld  Age Pens ions ,  wh ich  were  f i rs t  in t roduced in  1928.

The persona l  qua l i f  i ca t ions  necessary  fo r  O ld  Age Pens ions
were seventy years of age; residing twenty years in Canada,
da te  o f  admiss ion  to  the  Home,  p lace  o f  b i r th ,  paren ts  names,
and fo rmer  address .  Th is  in fo rmat ion  was compi led  on  3  x  5



cards .  "Of ten  th is  in fo rmat ion  was very  d i f f i cu l t  to  ob ta in ,
for records were sparse; some non existent,  as bir th records
were often overlooked, so many years had elapsed since immi-
gran ts  had come to  th is  count ry "  Miss  Lark in  exp la ined.

" l  r e o a l l  i n t e r v i e w i n g  a  l i t t l e  E n g l i s h m a n  w h o  w o r k e d  a t  t h e
Prov idence fa rm,  who sa id  he  had been taught  in  Sunday
S c h o o l  i n  E n g l a n d  b y  F l o r e n c e  N i g h t i n g a l e . "  M i s s  L a r k i n
remembers  a lso ,  the  bread l ines  a t  the  door  o f  the 'O ld  House ' ,
"No q  ues t ions  asked"  as  t rans ien ts  ca l led  da i l y  fo r  food and
s h e l t e r .

"A t  tha t  t ime the  pens ion  was $20.00  per  month  and $18.00
was paid for room and board for the permanent residents. Many
pens ioners  were  so  used to  be ing  w i thout  money tha t  they
s tored  the  $2 .00  re fund f rom the  S is te rs ,  in  a  d rawer  (w i th  an
e  l a s t i c  b a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  b i l l s )  o f  t h e i r  n i g h t  s t a n d .  ' H o m e '

you see,  was  a  bed,  a  cha i r  and a  s tand and the i r  bas ic  needs
were  a l l  taken care  o f  w i th in  the  House. "

"The S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph near ly  had a  f i t  when they  learned
they had to pay my salary for that s ixteen month period; then
I  earned $1 ,600 peryear ,  wh ich  was very  good fo r  tha t  1928-
2 9  p e r i o d .  "  M i s s  L a r k i n  c h u c k l e d .

"When we were  youngsters  go ing  to  S t .  Pau l ' s  Schoo l ,  bes ide
t h e ' O l d  H o u s e ' ,  m a n y  o f  t h e  S i s t e r s  w h o  l i v e d  i n ,  t a u g h t  u s .
We l i ked  the  o ld  fo lks ,  and we were  taught  in  our  homes as
wel l ,  " t ,he  love  o f  g iv ing"  to  those less  fo r tunate .  We 'd  buy
candy a t  a  l i t t le  s to re  nearby  (you 'd  ge t  a  lo t  o f  je l l y  beans
for  a  penny  then)  and we 'd  b r ing  them to  the  o ld  fo lks ,  who
would cluster around the fence to meet us. They were so glad

to  see us  and wou ld  make a  fuss  over  us . .  and pa t  our  heads . "



C H A P T E R  T H R E E

S I S T E R  V I C T O R I N E  R E M E M B E R S

"Ask S is te r  V ic to r ine ,  she ' l l  remember"  was sa id  aga in  and
aga in  to  me as  I  in te rv iewed s ta f f  and res idents .

S is te r  V ic to r ine  does  remember .

" Y e s ,  l c o u l d  w r i t e  a  b o o k  a b o u t  m y  m e m o r i e s  a t  t h e ' O l d
H o u s e ' b u t  l g u e s s  l ' l l  n e v e r  t a k e  t h e  t i m e " ,  s h e  l a u g h i n g l y
r e p l i e d .  " l  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  m e n  m o s t l y  i n  B o s c a  H a l l  - -

served sandwiches  and mugs o f  tea  and co f fee  to  l ine-ups
which  somet imes took  up  th ree  s t ree t  corners .  These sand-
wiches  were  subs tan t ia l .  We made minced meat ,  eggs ,  ba loney
cheese,  e tc .  Four  rounds  o f  the  loa f  f i l l ed  and wrapped separ -
a te ly ,  'were  handed to  the  men.  On Fr idays ,  we served jam
sandwiches ,  fo r  a t  tha t  t ime Catho l i cs  were  proh ib i ted  f rom
eat ing  meat  on  tha t  day . "

S is te r  con t inued:  " l t  was  no t  unusua l  to  have about  150 men
s leep ing  on  nar row co ts ,  s ing le  beds ,  and fo ld  away army
cots . r  and when these beds  were  f i l l ed  we had some ex t ra
mat t resses  we pu t  down fo r  the  n igh t . "  About  50  o f  these men
were between 65 - 70 years, the remainder were young tran-
s ien ts ,  n ice  lads  too  - -  many whose on ly  fau l t  was  add ic t ion
to  a lcoho l .  They  worked a t  da i l y  chores  th roughout  the  House
or at the Providence Farm. l t  was good therapy for them, as
we t r ied  so  hard  to  rehab i l i ta te  them.
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"No, I  was never afraid of those men: they respected me.

S is te r  V ic to r ine  perhaps  has  fo rgo t ten  an  inc ident  tha t  Mr
Pedd le  to ld  me,  about  a  loud,  d isorder ly  d runk  who re fused to

obey  her .  Some o f  the  lads ,  lo l l ing  about  on  the i r  mat t resses
overheard  h im.  They  jumped to  the i r  fee t ,  f  lexed the i r  musc les
and sur rounded S is te r  V ic to r ine .  "No one wou ld  dare  hur t  o r

ta lk  back  to  S is te r ,  wh i le  any  o f  us  fe l lows were  around" ,

Mr  fudd le  vowed,  "o r  he 'd  answer  to  us . "

S is te r  V ic to r ine  knew how to  hand le  and work  w i th  men:  she
used tac t .  "They  wou ld  do  any th ing  fo r  me tha t  lasked them
to  do . "  Perhaps  the  key  word  in  her  reques t  was  'asked '

i  ns tead o f  ' te l  |  ' .

"Housec lean ing  was done in  the  w in te r  t ime,  as  the  men were
indoors  anyway.  They  scrubbed wa l ls  and f loors ,  day  a f te r
day ,  fo r  i t  was  a  b ig  p lace . "

A  smi le  p layed on  S is te r ' s  face  as  she reca l led  the  t ime she

sent  a  young c i ty  lad  to  Prov idence Farm to  harves t  the  hay

and c rops .  A t  f i r s t  he  wasn ' t  keen on  go ing ,  bu t  she  fe l t  the

f resh  a i rand sunsh ine  was what  he  needed to 'ge t  s t ra igh tened

up ' .  Her  hear t  ached fo r  h im when she saw the  b l i s te rs  on
h is  fee t  when he  re tu rned tha t  n igh t ;  bu t  he  went  aga in  the
nex t  morn ing  and in  t ime the  change rea l l y  improved h is  p rob-

l e m .

Each morn ing  S is te r  and her  he lpers ,  sea ted  a t  long  tab les ,
prepared 3-5  la rge  c lo thes  baskets  o f  sandwiches  fo r  the  men
who l ined  up  tw ice  a  day  fo r  food.  The depress ion  years  were
lean years  fo r  many w i th in  our  c i ty .

The men were brought inside, in groups, to be fed at these
long tables and, after the meal,  sent out another door.  Often
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i t  was  the i r  on ly  source  o f  food.  Meanwhi le  the  mugs were
washed fo r  the  nex t  lo t  coming in .  Somet imes i f  a  lad  was
h u n g r y  e n o u g h  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  l i n e  a g a i n  - -  t h i s  t i m e  h e  m i g h t
have h is  overcoat  o f f  ,  so  he  wou ldn ' t  be  recogn ized.  "Even
i f  he  was recogn ized,  no th ing  was sa id  to  h im,  fo r  i f  he  was
t h a t  h u n g r y  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  l i n e  u p  a g a i n ,  h e  d e s e r v e d  m o r e " ,
w a s  S i s t e r ' s  p h i  l o s o p h i c a l  j u d g e m e n t .

As  there  was on ly  one da i l y  Mass  he ld  in  the  ear ly  morn ing ,
S is te r  V ic to r ine  wakened her  men and ins is ted  tha t  they  a t tend,
as  re l ig ion  was a  v i ta l  par t  o f  the i r  rehab i l i ta t ion  programme.
T h e y  w e n t  w i l l i n g l y .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  o l d  c h a p e l  w a s  s o  w e l l
a t tended,  cha i rs  had to  be  p laced in  the  a is les  to  accommodate
the  numbers .

S is te r  excused herse l f  fo r  a  moment  and re tu rned w i th  a  t rav
of cookies and tea for us.

"New Year 's  Eve was count ing  t ime fo r  the  res idents"  she
reca l led ,  "so  we a lways  he ld  a  b ig  par ty  to  keep them there . "
"Once we found two dummies  in  the  beds  - -  two young lads
crea ted  them before  they  took  o f f  fo r  the  n igh t .  The dummies
looked so  rea l i s t i c  tha t  they  were  counted  as  bod ies ;  so  we
a l l  had a  good laugh about  tha t . "

Th is  New Year 's  count  was what  de termined the i r  he lp  f rom
the Prov ince  o f  Ontar io ,  based on  100 per  pa t ien t  per  d iem.

"However ,  we d id  have a  da i l y  count  o feveryone and a  sys tem
for  admiss ion  fo r  the  'over .n igh t  gues ts '  and t rans ien ts .  An
admiss ion  card  w i th  name and da te  o f  admiss ion  was a t tached
to  the  rec ip ien ts '  beds .  When a  person le f t ,  th is  card  was
returned to the off ice. l f  they arr ived back a few days later,
they were re-admittedi  but i f  they breezed in later that day,
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the same card was re- issued."

S is te r  med i ta ted  a  moment  be fore  cont inu ing ,  "We a lso  re -

ce ived he lp  f rom the  C i ty  fo r  those needy c i ty  cases  they  sent

to  us ,  a t  the  ra te  o f  250 per  head per  d iem.  Th is  app l ied

bas ica l l y  to  the  more  permanent  res idents .  That  negot ia t ion

took  t ime to  p rocess ,  and,  o f  course ,  no t  a l l  our  cases  were

e l ig ib le ,  e i ther .  We had some res idents  who had 'we l l - to -do '

f a m i l i e s  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  p a y  t h e i r  w a y .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  w e

had a  lo t  to  be  thank fu l  fo r . "

"somet imes a lcoho l ics  wou ld  go  s t ra igh t  fo r  months  a t  a  t ime
- -  t h e n  s o m e t h i n g  w o u l d  b u i l d  u p  w i t h i n  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d

have a  rea l  'bus t ' .  A f te r  a  t ime they  wou ld  come back ,  shame-

f  aced,  to  us .  Mother  Super io r  wou ld  say ,  "Th is  i s  the  very

l a s t  t i m e  w e ' l l  t a k e  y o u  i n " . .  b u t  t h e y  k n e w  s h e  d i d n ' t  m e a n

it .  Actual ly i t  was better to take back a trained worker,  when

they needed help, than to try to train a new one. Some men

were  so  versa t i le  tha t  we wou ld  p lace  them most ly  anywhere

the need arose. We l iked to change them too, as i t  was good

for  them to  accept  a  new cha l lenge as  a  change f rom the i r

regu la r  men ia l  task ,  day  a f te r  day . "

' 'When have you las t  ea ten"  was the  f  i r s t  ques t ion  Mother

Super io r  asked when someone was admi t ted  la te  a t  n igh t .  Then

a ca l l  wou ld  come to  S is te r  V ic to r ine  to  p repare  some food fo r

the  la te  comer .  Usua l ly  S is te r  kep t  someth ing  as ide  f rom the

even ing  mea l  fo r  such emergenc ies .  " l f  no t ,  there  was a lways
p len ty  o f  eggs  and bacon (bacon wasn ' t  the  pr ice  i t  i s  now) ,

mugs of hot tea and thick sl ices of crusty homemade bread to

sa t is fy  the  hear t ies t  appet i te . "

"Even as  la te  as  midn igh t ,  we 'd  be  ca l led .  l t  was  a lways

such great sat isfact ion for me to see that food being devoured
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wi th  rea l  gus to .  I  never  minded be ing  ca l led ,  no  mat te r  how
l a t e . "  S i s t e r  s m i l e d .

S is te r  V ic to r ine  wears  a  modern  wh i te  un i fo rm,  wh i te  shoes
a n d  s t o c k i n g s ;  a  w h i t e  v e i l  i s  t h e  o n l y  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e
worn  over  her  th ick  snow wh i te  ha i r .  Her  s t rong un l ined coun-
tenance and her kind eyes reveal even more than her words,
the  compass ion  she fee ls  fo r  God 's  fami ly .

"Yes ,  I  too ,  have heard  tha t  in  the  ear ly  days ,  the  S is te rs  o f
S t .  Joseph were ,  a t  t imes,  hard  pressed fo r  p rov is ions ,  bu t " ;
S is te r  pondered a  moment  be fore  she cont inued,  "No never  in
my t ime a t  the  'O ld  House '  were  we w i thout  p rov is ions .  Dona-
t ions  o f  a l l  sor ts ,  a t  any  hour ,  m igh t  be  le f t  a t  our  rece iv ing
door .  Somet imes a  huge t ranspor t  t ruck  wou ld  d r ive  up  w i th  a
f u l l  l o a d  o f  f r u i t  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s  - -  s t i l l  g o o d  q u a l i t y  - -  b u t
pas t  the i r  peak  fo r  consumer  marke t ing .  We cer ta in ly  were
gra te fu l ,  ye t  o f ten  we d idn ' t  even know the  donor . "

S is te r  paused to  ca tch  her  b rea th ;  " l ' d  hus t le  the  men out  to

he lp  un load the  t ranspor t .  We 'd  s to re  what  we cou ld ,  fo r  fu tu re

use; arrange to preserve and can (steam pressure in jars) as
much as  we cou ld  hand le  tha t  way ;  our  da i l y  consumpt ion  in
the fresh state took care of another port ion; then, i f  there was
s t i l l  too  much le f t  over ,  we 'd  pu t  i t  on  the  f ron t  lawn and we 'd
c a l l  s o m e  o f  t h e  3 0 - 4 0  f a m i l i e s  o n  o u r  l i s t ,  w h o  w e r e  c o n -
s tan t ly  in  need,  to  come fo r  i t .  They 'd  come in  d roves  o f  k ids
and adu l ts ,  swarming over  the  lawn w i th  baskets  and buckets ;
r e j o i c i n g  a n d  g i v i n g  t h a n k s  i n  u n i s o n .  I n d e e d ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  w e
of ten  ca l led  the  Sa lva t ion  Army to  share  in  our  good fo r tune
t o o  ! "

From her storehouse of memories, Sister told of other dona-
t ions  -  fu rn i tu re ,  money and c lo th ing ,  - -  essent ia l  year  round,
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to meet the needs of the season. At that per iod housewives

in  Toronto  usua l ly  d id  a  g igant ic  house c lean ing ,  Spr ing  and

Fa l l .  New,  end o f  the  l ine  or  overs tocked merchand ise  f rom

loca l  re ta i l  s to res ,  a long w i th  warm'  ou tgrown,  ou t  o f  s ty le '

used c lo th ing  were  le f t  a t  the  'O ld  House '  o f f  i ce .  Th is  c lo -

th ing  was sor ted ,  washed or  sponge c leaned,  i f  necessary '

and d is t r ibu ted  among the  needy res idents  who had no  income

pr io r  to  1928,  a t  wh ich  t ime the  Federa l  Government  O ld  Age

Pens ion  was made ava i lab le  to  those men and women o f  seven-

ty years and older,  residents of Canada for twenty years.

" i rVe s tc red  the  c lo th ing  fo r  the  fo l low ing  season in  the  c lose ts

under  the  s ta i rs .  I  don ' t  th ink  I  ever  looked fo r  a  cap '  an  over -

c o a t  o r  a  p a i r  o f  m i t t e n s ,  t h a t  I  d i d n ' t  f i n d  s o m e t h i n g  s u i t a b l e .

I t  w a s  j u s t  o n e  o f  o u r  d a i l y  l i t t l e  m i r a c l e s  t h a t  o u r  n e e d s  w e r e

a l w a y s  m e t " , 6 i s t e r  s a i d  g r a v e l Y .

A l o n g  w i t h  h e r  m a n y  a n d  v a r i e d  m e m o r i e s  o f  t h e ' O l d  H o u s e '

S is te r  V ic to r ine  has  brought  her  compass ion ,  her  gent leness '

her  tac t ,  her  po ise  and her  unse l f i shness  to  the  new loca t ion

Prov idence V i l la  - -  where  aga in  she admin is te rs  to  the

phys ica l  and sp i r i tua l  needs  o f  her  men on 48 .

" G o d  B l e s s  H e r  i n  t h e  W o r k  S h e  i s  D o i n g "  i s  t h e i r  d a i l y

prayer.

To  tha t  may I  add "Amen" .
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C H A P T E R  F O U R

T H E  P R O V I D E N C E  F A R M

The Providence Farm was referred to over and over again, as
I  in te rv iewed s ta f f  and res idents .  , ,Ask  John Far rug ia ,  he ' l l
know"  was the  usua l  response to  fu r ther  ques t ion ing .

John Far rug ia ,  p lan t  super in tendent ,  i s  a  popu lar  s ta f f  member ;
a  fami l ia r  f igure  to  many,  h is  name is  cons tan t ly  be ing  heard
over  the  pub l ic  address  sys tem.  , ,Ca l l ing  John Far rug ia ;
John Far rug ia  p lease. "  He commenced work ing  a t  the  House
of  Prov idence in  1928 and be fore  th is  p resent  year  ends  he
wi l l  have ce lebra ted  f i f t y  con t inuous  years  as  a  fa i th fu l ,  loya l
f r iend  and employee o f  the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph.

H i s  e a s y  g o i n g  m a n n e r ,  h i s  s l o w  s m i l e  a n d  f r i e n d l i n e s s  w i t h
s ta f f  and res idents ,  be l ie  h is  heavy  work  schedu le .  However ,
I  d i d ' c o r n e r ' h i m  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  p r o v i d e n c e
Farm and the  ac tua l  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  V i l la  was prod iguous.

Providence Farm, John Farrugia told me was about 225 acres;
a  s t r ip  a long the  west  s ide  o f  Warden Avenue,  ex tend ing  f rom
the area now occupied by the Fair fax Road factor ies ano
W.A.  Por te r  Co l leg ia te ,  to  S t .  C la i r  Avenue E (S t .  C la i r  Ave E
cuts  th rough the  proper ty ) .  On the  o ther  s ide  o f  S t .  C la i r
Avenue E i t  extended to the now Warden Woods apartment
areas  (Sen ior  C i t i zens  apar tments  and low ren ta l  hous ing)  and
inc luded a  por t ion  o f  the  area  wh ich  is  now fami l ia r l y  re fe r red
to  as  ' the  bush ' .



The farm was a beehive of act iv i ty.  More than one hundred
p igs  were  kept ;  some were  bred  fo r  young p ig l ings ;  some
were sold to Toronto meat markets; others provided a goodly
por t ion  o f  the  meat  requ i red  fo r  the  ,O ld  House ' .  500 hens
and chickens provided eggs, as a year round source of nutr i -
t  i o n .

For ty  to  f i f t y  mi lk  cows were  kept  year  round.  When newly
f  reshened these mi lkers  wou ld  p roduce 9  -  10  la rge  cans  o f
m i l k  d a i l y .  E v e n  t h i s  a m o u n t  o f  m i l k  w a s  n o t  e n o u g h  f o r  t h e
n e e d s  o f  a  s i n g l e  d a y  a t  t h e , O l d  H o u s e ' .  T h e  b u s h  l a n d  ( n o t
so  overgrown w i th  shrubs  and a lders  as  i t  i s  now)  p rov ided
good graz ing  pas tures  fo r  th is  ca t t le .

Acres  o f  rhubarb  were  grown fo r  cann ing  purposes ,  as  we l l  as
seasonal use. Refr igerat ion was large ice boxes, so rhubarb
was no t  a  p rac t ica l  commodi ty  to  f reeze.

Apple laden trees in the orchards were a haven for youngsters
who w ished to  s tea l  an  app le  o r  two.  Some p lum t rees  were
a lso  p lan ted  and these f ru i ts  cou ld  be  en joyed raw.  Canned
app lesauce prov ided needed v i tamins  dur ing  the  w in te rmonths ;
p lum jam added zes t  to  a  th ick  s l i ce  o f  c rus ty -homemade bread
any season.

F ie lds  o f  cabbage,  tu rn ips ,  po ta toes ,  on ions ,  peppers ,  beans ,
parsn ips ,  car ro ts ,  beets  and cau l i f lower  g rew in  abundance.
Cucumbers ,  tomatoes  and ce le ry  were  prepared as  p ick les ,
k e t c h u p ,  c h i l i  s a u c e  a n d  r e l i s h e s  t o  a d d  z e s t  t o  w i n t e r  m e a l s .
Excess fresh vegetables and frui t  found a ready market in the
Ci ty  o f  Toronto .

On the  Prov idence Farm,  there  was a lso  a  fa rm house wh ich
was d iv ided in to  l i v ing  quar te rs  fo r  the  S is te rs  and a  space
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fo r  regu la r  fa rm he lp .  A  la rge  barn  housed the  ca t t le  and

stored the hay and grain for winter stock. Unfortunately that

barn  burned down a f te r  the  Fa l l  Harves t  in  1957 bu t  i t  was  no t

rebu i l t  as  p lans  fo r  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  V i l la  were  a l ready

under  way.  So un t i l  the  fa rm was gradua l ly  phased ou t  in  1959

a 'make-sh i f t '  barn  was used.

On 28th January 1962, two years and three months after the

f i rs t  sod  was tu rned - -  the  res idents  and S is te rs  moved in to

Prov idence V i l la ,  3276 St .  C la i r  Avenue E,  Scarborough.  The

p lans  v ;e re  th ree  and a  ha l f  years  be ing  prepared.

Par t ia i l y ,  t l ' re  reason fo r  de lay  in  s ta r t ing  was tha t  another  b ig

Catho l i c  d r ive  fo r  funds  was on ,  and permiss ion  fo r  the  Prov i -

c lence V i l la  d r ive  was pos tponed fo r  a  shor t  t ime.  However '

th is  ex t ra  t ime was pu t  to  good use,  as  S is te r  Rose Mar ie  and

Sis te r  Anna,  (dynamic  d r iv ing  fo rces  in  p romot ing  the  move

f  rom Fower  S t ree t )  now made sure  tha t  the i r  innovat ions  wou ld

work .  A long w i th  John Far rug ia ,  they  v is i ted  four teen ins t i -

tu t ions ,  in  var ious  s tages  o f  comple t ion ,  in  Ontar io ,  Quebec

and Det ro i t ,  to  learn  o f  spec ia l  fea tures  in  homes fo r  the  aged

and in f i rm - -  and to  re jec t  those wh ich  d id  no t  seem feas ib le .

So tha t  a l l  the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph wou ld  fee l  a  par t  o f  th is

s rea t  und i : r tak ing ,  S is te r  Rose Mar ie  ca l led  a  meet ing  once a

month  to  b r ing  the  S is te rs  up  to  da te  w i th  the  progress  o f

p lann ing ,  to  accept  suggest ions  and ideas  o f  what  fea tures

cou ld  be  improved upon - -  what  changes wou ld  be  most  bene-

f i c i a l  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s .

"John Far rug ia  was a  tower  o f  s t rength  to  us"one S is te r  sa id '

" [-{e came every day to the bui lding si te '  by streetcar to over-

see the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  V i l la . "
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John Far rug ia  shrugged o f f  the  pra ise  w i th  a  g r in .  " l  had  to

come every  day ,  there  was so  much cons t ruc t ion  go ing  on  a t

any  one t ime,  tha t  I  d idn ' t  dare  le t  i t  ge t  ahead o f  me - -  fo r  I

cou ldn ' t  be  everywhere  a t  once. "

Good mater ia ls  and good inspec t ion  were  the  essent ia l  in -
g r e d i e n t s  w h i c h  m a d e  P r o v i d e n c e  V i l  l a  ( a l m o s t a n  e i g h t  m i l l i o n

do l la r  inves tment )  the  we l l  cons t ruc ted  ins t i tu t ion  tha t  now

stands where the apple orchards and vegetable gardens had

f  I  ou  r i  shed.

" l t  w a s  b u i l t  a t  t h e  r i g h t  t i m e ;  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h i r t y

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  1 9 7 8  w o u l d  n o t  b u i l d  a  s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e .

The 'O ld  House 'surv ived  more  than a  hundred years  and we ' re

look ing  ahead to  tha t  type  o f  endurance" ,  John Far rug ia  re -
p l ied  as  he  hur r ied  away w i th  a  sheaf  o f  papers  in  h is  hand.

"seventy f ive per cent of my work now is paper work for the

Government .  "
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C H A P T E R  F I V E

T H E  C H A P E L

"When one is  young and hea l thy ,  re l ig ion  may be  your  pa t te rn

f o r  a  w a y  o f  l i f e ;  b u t  w h e n  o n e  i s  o l d ,  a n d  t i m e  i s  r u n n i n g

o u t ,  r e l i g i o n  b e c o m e s  l i f e  i t s e l f . "

I t  was  w i th  th is  in  mind  tha t  the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph p lanned

the i r  new chape l  so  met icu lous ly ,  so  tha t  every  res ident  cou ld
par t i c ipa te  in  Mass  and v is i t  the  chape l  a t  any  t ime.  The
chape l  i s  de f  in i te ly  'a  d rawing  card '  to  those whose re l ig ion
is  very  impor tan t .  l t  i s  a lso  comfor t ing  to  know tha t  a  p r ies t

i s  in  a t tendance fo r  a  24  hour  v ig i lance and tha t  he  w i l l  come
to  the  bed s ide  o f  an  i l l  pa t ien t .

A  S is te r  b r ings  over  the  pub l ic  address  sys tem,  morn ing  and

even ing  prayers ,  in  add i t ion  to  news o f  the  V i l la  and the  ou t -
s ide  wor ld ,  and b i r thdays  o f  tha t  day .

The chape l  was  p lanned w i th  remarkab le  fo res igh t .  There  are

two long rows o f  pews w i th  w ide  a is les  be tween,  to  accommo-

date wheelchairs and which can be entered from either end.

On the far s ides of these are two rows of short  stubby pews

which  ho ld  2  peop le .  A  S is te r  exp la ined tha t  bes ides  be ing  a

f i re  regu la t ion ,  th is  way there  are  more  end seats ,  so  tha t
res idents  do  no t  have to  c l imb pas t  one another  to  ge t  in  o r

ou  t .
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The chape l  i s  s i tua ted  on  the  th i rd  f loor ,  oppos i te  the  Aud i -
to r ium.  However ,  there  are  four th  and f i f th  f loor  ba lcon ies
over look ing  the  chape l ,  so  tha t  those who do  no t  w ish  to  come
down to  the  th i rd  f loor  can s t i l l  take  par t  in  the  serv ice .

To the  r igh t  o f  the  chance l  i s  another  chape l  in  wh ich  hosp i ta l
whee lcha i r  pa t ien ts  and s t re tcher  cases  can fee l  'o lose  to  the
a c t i o n '  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  e n t e r i n g  t h e  m a i n  c h a p e l .  l n  t h i s
hosp i ta l  chape l  i s  a  confess iona l  booth  wh ich  can accommo-
date a stretcher.

Acous t ic  ma ler ia l  beh ind  the  ' rose t tes '  and back  pane ls  d i -
rec t l y  be low the  ce i l ing ,  a re  very  e f fec t i ve  in  b r ing ing  the
sp i r i tua l  message to  those who are  hard  o f  hear ing .  Con-
fess iona ls  a re  equ ipped w i th  hear ing  a ids .  There  is  a  P .  A .
sys tem microphone a t  the  back  o f  the  chape l  fo r  a  S is te r  to
lead in prayers.

T h e  c h a p e l ,  a s  w e l l a s  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m ,  i s  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d .

The in te r io r  o f  the  chape l  i s  ma jes t ic ,  harmon ious  and s ig -
n i f  i can t .  l t  i s  an  admi rab le  combina t ion  o f  o ld  and new be-
loved f i x tu res .

A huge c ruc i f i x  i s  mounted  on  an  amber  concave base made
f rom 4"  x  4"  g lass  b locks ,  1 "  in  th ickness .  A  canopy o f
s i m i l a r  c l e a r  g l a s s  b l o c k s ,  i n  a  b r a s s  e n c l o s u r e ,  a l l o w s  t h e
overhead l igh t ing  to  pass  th rough,  and combined w i th  ind i rec t
co loured  l igh t ing  on  e i ther  s ide ,  c rea tes  a  b rea th  tak ing  spec-
tac  le .

The corpus of natural  wood was imported from l taly;  the cross
woodwork was made in Toronto.
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A la rge  marb le  a l ta r  and marb le  a l ta r  ra i l s ,  impor ted  f rom l ta ly ,
were a gi f t  f rom Francis Deck (from Fran's Restaurant).

The smal le r  a l ta r  and lec te rns  were  donated  by  the  fami l ies  o f
S is te r  Teresa Mar ie  and S is te r  Mat i lda  in  memory  o f  loved
ones.

Recessed s ta tues  o f  the  B lessed V i rg in  and St .  Joseph,  in
so l id  wood,  cus tom des igned,  were  a lso  impor ted  f rom l ta ly .

Hang ing  l igh t ing  f  i x tu res ,  espec ia l l y  des igned,  were  manufac-
tu red  in  Brant fo rd ,  Ontar io .

The drawings  fo r  the  s ta ined g lass  w indows on e i ther  s ide  o f
the  chape l  were  c rea ted  by  a  Toronto  ar t i s t ,  Russe l l  Goodman,
and the windows were made by Luxfer Prism, a Toronto com-
pany. The Mystery of the Rosary was Mr Goodman's f i rst
ma jor  ass ignment  and a t  tha t  da te ,  i t  was  h is  g rea tes t  ach ieve-
ment .  When the  sun pours  in  th rough these w indows,  co loured
sunbeams dance on  the  pews.  The shades o f  rose  and b lue  in
each w indow become increas ing ly  darker  than the  preced ing
window as the story of each window progresses to the back of
the  chape l .

The statue of St.  Anthony and the statue of St.  Teresa were
taken f rom the  chape l  o f  the 'O ld  House 'and p laced on  e i ther
s ide  o f  the  chance l  a rea .

The Sta t ions  o f  the  Cross ,  a lso  f rom the  chape l  o f  the  'O ld

House '  were  re fu rb ished,  w i th  the i r  b r igh t  co lours  somewhat
subdued in  keep ing  w i th  the  decor  o f  the  new chape l .  Ind i rec t
l igh t ing  was an  added fea ture .

The e lec t r i c  o rgan,  s t i l l  i n  good tone,  was  taken f rom the  o ld
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c h a p e l ,  a s  w e l l .

Outs ide  the  chape l ,  in  the  ha l lway  lead ing  to  the  hosp i ta l ,  a re
the  s ta ined g lass  w indows f rom the  'O ld  House '  chape l .  A lso ,
rose  w indows,  resembl ing  a  sh ip 's  por tho le ,  once above the
a l ta r  in  the  o ld  chape l ,  a re  now in  the  hosp i ta l  chape l .  The
de l ica te  work  o f  remov ing ,  recu t t ing  and rese t t ing  these beau-
t i fu l  pane ls  was under  the  exper t i se  o f  Lux fer  Pr ism.  In  do ing
research ,  I  spoke w i th  a  man who remembered we l l  the i r  im-
por tan t  ass ignment  and g lad ly  gave me the  necessary  in fo rma-
t i o n .

Bes ides  serv ices  in  the  chape l  fo r  Roman Catho l i c  res idents ,
non-denominat iona l  serv ices  are  he ld  e lsewhere  and are  con-
duc ted  by  Reverend For te ,  an  Ang l ican  c le rgyman.  Min is te rs
come f rom ne ighbour ing  churches  to  ho ld  spec ia l  serv ices  and
they  rece ive  a  g rac ious  we lcome f rom the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph.
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C H A P T E R  S I X

T H E  C R A F T  R O O M  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S

The c ra f t  room on the  f i f th  f loor  o f  the  V i l la  hums w i th  ac-
t i v i t y  a t  any  g iven t ime,  under  the  gu idance o f  S is te r  Zoe and
her  ass is tan t ,  Mrs  Hammel .  Th i r ty  to  fo r ty  lad ies  come a t
var ious  t imes - -  no t  necessar i l y  every  day  - -  to  s i t  a round the
bright cheery room to do handwork.

"Every th ing  and any th ing  - -  kn i t t ing ,  c rochet ing ,  embro idery ,
c e r a m i c s ,  d o l l s  o f  a l l  d e s c r i p t i o n s " ,  s a y s  M r s  H a m m e l .  " T h e y
can come and go  as  they  p lease;  some do the i r  work  in  the i r
rooms. I  serve them tea and cookies, morning and afternoon.
Once a  week I  b r ing  in  some homemade bak ing .  l f  I  seem to
have fo rgo t ten ,  I  ge t  a  gent le  h in t ,  fo r  they  love  them!"  She
I  aughed.

fu I fS  COX f rom Br i t i sh  Gu iana makes beaut i fu l  c rocheted  lace
tab le  c lo ths"  " l t  takes  me about  th ree  months  to  comple te
one.  I  make i t  in  four  p ieces  and then c rochet  the  p ieces
together .  Th is  one is  fo r  the  Spr ing  Fes t iva l .  They  w i l l  p ro -
bab ly  se l l  ra f f  le  t i cke ts  on  i t . "

Mrs  Lu la  Haddad f rom Pa les t ine  c rochets  beaut i fu l  co loureo
siquares to make afghans.

There is something for everyone to do. Some of these busy
f i n g e r s  a r e  m i s s h a p e n ,  p a i n f u l  a n d  a r t h r i t i c ,  b u t  d i s a b i l i t i e s
d o  n o t  h i n d e r  a  w i l l i n g  w o r k e r .
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MiSs Drumm0l an arthr i t ic and in a wheelchair ,  crochets dainty

baby dresses in mult i -coloured hues.

Mr  McVean 72 years  o ld ,  mute  and b l ind  comes to  the  c ra f ts

room every  day ,  to  ro l l  r ibbons  and cu t  ny lon  s tock ings  in  ha l f

inch  p ieces  to  be  used to  s tu f f  do l l s .  He is  on ly  ab le  to  com-

m u n i c a t e  w i t h  h i s  s i s t e r  ( a l s o  m u t e ,  b u t  w i t h  p a r t i a l  s i g h t )  f o r

h e  k n o w s  s i g n  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  i s ' w r i t t e n ' o n  h i s  h a n d s .  " l t

i s  b e a u t i f u l  t o  s e e  h i m  i n  t h e  c h a p e l ;  h e ' t a l k s ' t o  t h e  L o r d

wi th  h is  hands .  He has  such a  peacef  u l  express ion  a lways ,
tha t  God must  have h im in  H is  hear t "  exp la ins  S is te r  Zoe.

MIss  McVe?[  10  years  o lder  than her  b ro ther ,  makes pood les ,

on  wh ich  S is te r  Zoe pu ts  the  f  in ish ing  touches .  Severa l  o i l
p a i n t i n g s  o n t h e  c r a f t r o o m  w a l l s  a r e  a  c r e d i t  t o  M i s s M c V e a n ' s
ta len t .  A  teach ing  S is te r  f rom a  c i ty  schoo l ,  who works  w i th

mute  ch i ld ren ,  comes one day  a  week to  learn  s ign  language
f rom Miss  McVean,  so  tha t  her  g i f t  o f  communica t ion  may be
passed on .

Miss  P i t tm?f l  a t  98  years  young,  kn i ts  beaut i fu l l y .  She has

b e e n  a t  t h e  V i l l a  s i n c e  s h e  w a s  9 0 .  " T h e  y o u n g  m i n i s t e r  a t

S t .  Bede 's  Ang l ican  Church  very  k ind ly  made ar rangements  fo r

m y  a d m i s s i o n  h e r e . "

F o r  M i s s  P i t t m a n  t h e  t h r i l l  o f  h e r  l i f e  t i m e  w a s  a  s i x  m o n t h s
wor ld  c ru ise ,  f rom November  1928 to  May 1929, ,on  a  Red Star
l iner ,  the  f  i r s t  la rge  sh ip  to  go  th rough the  Panama Cana l .
" l ' ve  a t tended th ree  coronat ions ;  George V,  George V l  and

Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h .  I  r e m e m b e r  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  s i d e w a l k  a l l  n i g h t ,
wa i t ing  fo r  the  roya l  p rocess ion  o f  our  p resent  Queen. "

With these beaut i ful  homemade afghans, dainty baby sweaters,
shawls ,  hanger  covers ,  scar f  and mi t ten  se ts ,  s l ippers ,  do l l s ,



etc .  a  booth  w i l l  be  se t  up  a t  the  Spr ing  Fes t iva l ;  in  add i t ion ,
a  year round sa le  o f  goods  keep these lad ies  busy  and conten t .
" l t  passes  the  t ime to  be  busy . "

Jus t  in  case one might  th ink  tha t  on ly  women are  c rea t ive ,
H a f f y  C l a f k , 9 4 ,  i s  w r i t i n g  h i s  m e m o i r s  o f  1 9 0 2  -  1 9 1 0  e r a .
" l ' l l  be  here  5  years  th is  coming September  and I ' ve  en joyed
every  day  o f  i t . "  He looked up  f rom h is  new e lec t r i c  whee l -
cha i r  wh ich  is  essent ia l  because he  has  a  s tubborn  case o f
p h l e b i t i s  i n  o n e  l e g .

Mr  C lark 's  hobb ies  are  var ied ;  wood work ing ,  min t  s tamp co l -
l e c t i n g ,  w r i t i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  P r o v i d e n c e  V i l l a  V i e w s
(a  quar te r ly  news le t te r  compi led  by  the  res idents  and S is te r
Yvonne.)

" l  l i ked  to  dance and I  was  qu i te  a  poo l  p layer  in  my day .
A f t e r  l q u i t  p l a y i n g  f o o t b a l l ,  h o c k e y  a n d  b a s e b a l l ,  l s t i l l  m a n -
aged teams.  I  o rgan ized the  'Har ry  C lark  Bowl ing  League '  - -

l ' ve  a t tended 22  o f  the i r  bowl ing  banquets ,  they  come fo r  me
every year."

Mak ing  records  is  one th ing ,  bu t  keep ing  a  work  re fe rence
dated  1897 f rom h is  schoo l  p r inc ipa l  when he  le f t  schoo l  a t
13  years  i s  someth ing  e lse .

"Las t  year  I  made 37  wooden t ra ins  and 2  cars ,  and 14  mi lk
t r u c k s  f o r  l a s t  y e a r ' s  S p r i n g  F e s t i v a l ;  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I  w i l l
h a v e  t h a t  m a n y  t h i s  y e a r . "  ' W h e w ! ' l  b r e a t h e d  a s  I  l e f t  h i m
smi l ing  and pack ing  away h is  t reasures  in  an  order ly  fash ion .

"There  is  so  much go ing  on  here ,  I  don ' t  have t ime to  wr i te
my fami ly  le t te rs " ,  one gent leman remarked as  he  s tud ied  the
week ly  ac t iv i t y  d i rec to ry  in  the  main  f  loor  foyer .
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It read as ror'"*"' 
i,"Ji:H:?T:TlJff"
Cards
B i n g o
Woodworki  ng

:?::l i:"ni and Pai nti ns
Fun and F i tness
Craf ts
Conf  ess ions
V i  l l a  C l u b
Social  House - Tuesday and Saturday

"Ex l ra  en ter ta inments  a re  c ropp ing  up  a l l  the  t ime"  sa id  S is -
te r  Anas tas ia ,  p rogramme d i rec to r  fo r  some ac t iv i t ies .  B ingo
is run by St.  Vincent de Paul of  Scarborough Conference. The
Soc ia l  C lub ,  under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  Trudy  Savor i ,  who ar ranges
enter ta inment  and vo lun teers ,  i s  a  popu lar  spo t  Tuesday a f te r -
noons  and Saturday  n igh t .  The aud i to r ium is  se t  up  cabare t
s ty le  and a  wee deoch an  doru is  i s  shared w i th  f r iends .

The Kn igh ts  o f  Co lumbus pu t  on  a  S t .  Pa t r i ck 's  Par ty  and a

Chr is tmas Par ty .

T h e  A u x i l i a r y  o f  P r o v i d e n c e  V i l l a  p l a y s  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  e n -
te r ta inment .  The aud i to r ium decora ted  fo r  the  occas ion  w i th
wi tches ,  pumpk ins ,  scarecrows and ske le tons ;  exce l len t  l i ve

enter ta inment ,  p r izes  and re f reshments  (w i th  a  la rge  percen-

tage o f  res idents  in  cos tume)  i s  the i r  Ha l lowe 'en  e f fo r t .

A lso ,  a  la rge  Chr is tmas Par ty ,  w i th  th ree  Santas  requ i red  to

cover  the  d is tance in  the  V i l la  and Hosp i ta l  and to  shake
hands w i th  every  res ident ;  aga in  ta len ted  en ter ta iners ;  home-
made goodies and a gi f t  for everyone, are major undertakings



fo r  the  Aux i l ia ry  members .

A month ly  b i r thday  par ty ,  on  a  d i f fe ren t  f loor  each t ime,  w i th  a
huge cake, ice-cream and personal gi f t  is great ly enjoyed by
the  res idents .

A  Spr ing  Br idge and Euchre ,  open to  the  pub l ic ,  and oppor -
tun i ty  sa les ,  Spr ing  and Fa l l ,  a re  money ra is ing  endeavours
wh ich  make these par t ies  poss ib le .  The Red Cross  Corps
Capers come to entertain yearly;  two of these star performers
are  nrernbers  o f  the  Aux i l ia rv .

Out ings  to  shopp ing  p lazas ,  gardens ,  Canad ian  Nat iona l  Exh i -
b i t ion  grounds to  see the  rose  gardens ,  e tc . ,  a re  a r ranged fo r
by  .amhl icar  and members '  cars ,  fo r  whee lcha i r  res idents  who
might  o therw ise  never  be  ab le  to  leave the  grounds,  a re  an-
o ther  concern  o f  the  Aux i l ia rv  members .

"Somet imes,  espec ia l l y  a round Chr is tmas,  we have so  many
groups  o f fe r ing  to  en ter ta in ,  tha t  we have to  re fuse  or  make
ar rangements  fo r  a  la te r  da te- -  our  peop le  a re  on  the  go  so
much,  they ' re  exhausted . "  S is te r  Anas tas ia  knows the  s i tua-
t i o n  w e l l ,  " l t ' s  a l l  s o  s p l e n d i d ,  t h e y  j u s t  c a n l t  r e s i s t  g o i n g
w h e n  i t  i s  s o  a v a i l a b l e . "

Da iSy  0Vefa l l  85 ,  one o f  the  be loved members  o f  the  Aux i l ia ry ,
who vo lun teered her  serv ice  week ly ,  to  the  hosp i ta l  c ra f ts
room recent ly  ' re t i red '  a f te r  a lmost  ten  years  and she was
g iven a  rous ing  fa rewe l l  par ty  by  her  fe l low c ra f t  workers .

F o r m a t i o n  o f  a  S e n i o r  G u i l d  a n d  a  J u n i o r  G u i l d  i s  a  r e c e n t
add i t ion  o f  vo lun teer  serv ices .  A l ready  70  adu l t  members  have
graduated  and 46  jun io r  members .  Graduat ion  ceremonies  are
held for each class and a cert i f icate presented to those who
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pass  the  requ i rements  la id  down in  a  course  ou t l ined  by  George
Brown Co l lege.

There  are  so  many l i t t le  chores  such as  feed ing  pa t ien ts ,
push ing  whee lcha i rs ,  cha t t ing  w i th  res idents ,  wr i t ing  le t te rs
and g iv ing  a  fee l ing  tha t ' someone cares ' ,  tha t  more  and more
members  are  encouraged to  jo in  the  Gu i ld  and Aux i l ia ry .

A  Res idents '  Counc i l  p rov ides  a  l ia ison  be tween the  res idents
and the  S is te rs .  S is te r  L iguor i  meets  w i th  them month ly ,  ,how-

ever,  everyone seems so happy, they probably haven't  much
negot ia t ing  to  do .

There  are  those few in  the  V i l la  to  whom these ac t iv i t ies  do
not  app ly ,  fo r  they  spend the i r  en t i re  day  bed- r idden and in  a
s ta te  o f  de tachment .  The secre t  o f  the i rcont r ibu t ion  to  soc ie ty
is  locked in  the i r  memor ies ;  God a lone knows the  purpose o f
the i r  l inger ing .  The i r  unrespons iveness  to  the  present  leaves
them on ly  w i th  the i r  v iv id  ch i ldhood memor ies  to  en ter ta in
them.

Perhaps  th is  i s  God 's  p lan  tha t  they  may have ' roses  in  De-
cember ' .
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C H A P T E R  S E V E N

S P E C I A L  C A R E  W I T H  S I S T E R  J E A N E T T E

Blessed are  they  who unders tand my fa l te r ing  s tep  and pa ls ied
hand.

Blessed are they who know that my ears today must strain to
ca tch  the  th ings  they  say .

Blessed are they who seem to know that my eyes are dim and
my wi ts  a re  s low.

B lessed are  they  who look  away when co f fee  sp i l l s  a t  the
t a b l e .

B lessed are  they  w i th  a  cheery  smi le  who s top  to  chat  fo r  a
l i t t l e  w h i l e .

Blessed are they who never say you've told that story twice
today.

Blessed are they who know the ways to br ing back memories
of yesterday.

B lessed are  they  who make i t  known tha t  I 'm lone ly ,  respec ted
and no t  a lone.

B lessed are  they  who know I 'm a t  a  loss  to  f ind  the  s t rength
to carry the Cross.

Blessed are they who ease the day, in loving ways, on my
journey home.
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Al though i t  was  on ly  10 .30  a . rp .  when Kay Upsha l l  and I
knocked on  the  door  o f  Spec ia l  Care ,  S is te r  Jeanet te  and her
ass is tan t  Mrs  Lawlor  g ree ted  us  warmly .  They  d id  no t  know,
in  advance,  o f  our  v is i t ,  ye t  every th ing  was spot less  and or -
gan i  zed .

They  took  us  f i rs t  to  the  so la r ium,  o r  common room,  fo r  the  38
men and women who l i ve  in  Spec ia l  Care .  Here  they  have
ac t iv i t ies  together  bu t  have separa te  ea t ing  and l i v ing  quar -
te rs .  Th is  room is  b r igh t ,  cheery  and comfor tab le  w i th  a  f  i re -
p lace  a t  one end,  a  var ie ty  o f  p ic tu res  on  the  wa l ls  and homey
touches th roughout .

' B u f f y ' a  b e a u t i f u l  g r e e n  b u d g i e ,  a  r e a l  f a v o u r i t e  o f  a l l ,  t r i e d
t o ' s t e a l  t h e  s h o w ' b y  f l u t t e r i n g  a n d  t w i t t e r i n g  i n  h i s  c a g e .
"He f lew in  an  open w indow and has  s tayed evers ince"  S is te r
J e a n e t t e  s a i d ,  " O n c e  l f o u n d  a  s l o w  K .  ( v i t a m i n  p i l l )  i n  h i s
water  d ish .  I  guess  someone wanted  to  share  a  good ie  w i th
h i m . "

S is te r  to ld  me tha t  Spec ia l  Care  is  p robab ly  the  leas t  under -
s tood area  o f  the  V i l la .  Peop le  do  no t  unders tand tha t  our
peop le  a re  on ly  d i f fe ren t  in  tha t  they  are  fo rge t fu l  and migh t
wanoer.

"Any  precaut ions  we take  is  s imp ly  fo r  the i r  own pro tec t ion .

They  are  per fec t l y  harmless  and have fee l ing  o f  lone l iness
and o f  be ing  un loved,  the  same as  the  res t  o f  us .  They  want
to be respected and to be a part  of  a family too. They do not
have near ly  as  many v is i to rs  as  they  shou ld !  Perhaps  they  do
forge t  about  the  v is i t  a f te rwards ,  bu t  they  thorough ly  en joy  the
v is i t  fo r  the  moment  a t  leas t . "

"We look  upon them as  our  fami ly " ,  Mrs  Lawlor  exp la ined;
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"When they  become i l land  he lp less  ( the  average age is  96 ,  so
we have to respect that)  we try to care for them here as long
as we can for we hate to see them moved from their  famil iar
su rround i  ngs. "

Mrs  Lawlor  smi led  a t  an  o ld  man as  he  hobb led  pas t .  , ,We

have a real i ty programme to keep them from regressing further.
Dominoes  is  a  rea l  favour i te ,  beach ba l l  th rowing  and bowl ing ,
c ra f ts ,  i f  they  are  ab le ,  a l l  he lp  to  ge t  them to  move the i r
l imbs"  They  are  happy in  the i r  own l i t t le  wor ld  -  and they  do
not  have too  many f rus t ra t ions . "

Two lad ies  sa t  rock ing  as  the i r  ha i r ,  newly  shampooed and
set  in  cur le rs ,  d r ied .  "Yes ,  we g ive  them to ta l  care  here ;
except  fo r  permanents ,  we do  a l l  the  week ly  ha i rd ress ing .
There  are  18  men and 19  women,  a t  p resent ,  so  w i th  tha t  num.
ber  we can a f fo rd  to  g ive  them spec ia l  a t ten t ion . "  We sponge
o f f  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g ,  a n d  w a s h  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  t h i n g s ,  i n  t h i s  a u t o -
mat ic  washer ,  ins tead o f  send ing  them to  the  laundry ,  as  the
mach ines  are  hard  on  some types  o f  mater ia l . "

l i i s te r  Jeanet te  po in ted  th rough the  w indow to  a  fenced area .
- 'We keep them conf  ined  fo r  the i r  own sa fe ty .  They  cou ld  no t
cope w i th  t ra f f i c  e tc .  In  summer  we have a  pa t io ,  umbre l la
: rnd  cha i l ' s ,  where  they  can re lax  and en joy  the  f resh  a i r .  We
hope to  have a  b i rd  ba th  th is  spr ing ,  fo r " they  love  to  watch  the
ac t ion  and w i l l  car ry  ou t  c rumbs to  feed the  w i ld  b i rds . , '

Men and women eat  in  separa te  d in ing  rooms.  Food is  b rought
rn  ho t  car ts  f rom the  main  k i tchen and is  served f rom a  smal l
k i t chenet te .  Mus ic  i s  p layed f rom a  rad io  fo r  a  sooth ing  e f fec t ,
as  they  ea t .  A  bu l le t in  board  ind ica tes  in  la rge  readab le  p r in -
t ing  the  day ,  the  month  and the  year ,  b i r thdays  o f  res idents ,
and a weather summarv.
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" lndeed somet imes i f  a  c loud passes  over ,  and we have wr i t ten

a sunny  day ,  someone w i  l l  remark 'doesn ' t  look  very  sunny  to

me'.  We do try to make them aware of as many incidental

th ings  as  we can ge t  across . "

Mrs  Lawlor  has  worked in  Spec ia l  Care  fo r  a lmost  e igh t  years .

"Perhaps  my on ly  regre t  i s  tha t  l cannot  spend as  much t ime

w i t h  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a s  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o . .  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e m . .

l i s ten ing  to  the i r  s to r ies  and shar ing  the i r  pas t ,  bu t  there  are

so many other things, such as paper work for the government

and chores  to  do ,  tha t  the  day  is  never  long enough fo r  me. "

" S o m e  p e o p l e  s a y  i t  i s  a  d r e a d f u l  t h i n g  t o  p u t  a  b i b  o n  a n  o l d
person.  I  do  no t  agree .  l t  i s  p rac t ica l  and these o ld  peop le

are  bound to  be  shaky  a t  t imes.  We se t  the  b ibs  ou t  and in -

var iab ly  they  ask  fo r  them,  fo r  they  too ,  l i ke  to  be  t idy  and
c lean.  We never  ta lk  down to  them,  and we a lways  ins is t  tha t

our  he lp  shows respec t ,  love  and unders tand ing ,  fo r  who knows
what  they  migh t  be  l i ke  themse lves  some day ! "

S is te r  was  emphat ic  about  her  p rac t ica l  measure .

Some res idents  s i t  a t  ind iv idua l  tab les  w i th  a  d rawer  fac ing

away f rom them,  so  tha t  the  mea l  i s  ea ten  in  p roper  sequence.
"For  those w i th  a  sweet  too lh ,  the  desser t  m igh t  be  the  f i rs t

i tem eaten ,  we watch  and g ive  them the i r  courses  as  they
f  in ish  each one"  S is te r  Jeanet te  sa id .

S t .  Pa t r i ck 's ,  Ha l lowe 'en ,  Chr is tmas and B i r thday  par t ies  a re
ga la  a f fa i rs  and grea t ly  en joyed by  the  res idents  and s ta f f .

Kay  Upsha l l ,  an  Aux i l ia ry  member ,  who a lways  ar ranges the

Bi r thday  and Chr is tmas par t ies  in  Spec ia l  Care  was g iven a

warm we lcome by  Mrs  Hat t ie  who was read ing  a  le t te r  f rom her

daughter ,  Ne l l ie ,  in  Lochaber ,  Nova Scot ia .
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Mrs Hat t ie  has  a  p r iva te  room and above the  bed is  a  hand
pa in t ing  o f  her  o ld  home se t  among the  t rees  in  Lochaber ,  w i th

the  R iver  Goshen f  low ing  by .  She doesn ' t  remember  who gave

her the picture but she does remember al l  about her home. l t
i s  h e r  s p e c i a l  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  p a s t .

There  are  pr iva te  rooms 'w i th  a  favour i te  squashy  cha i r  f rom

home' and rooms large enough to accommodate 5 or 6 beds.

These rooms are  except iona l l y  cheery ,  b r igh t  and sweet  smel l -
ing; br ight drapes are drawn back from spacious windows and
co lour f  u l  match ing  bed spreads  c rea te  a  de l igh t f  u l  haven.
Above each bed hangs ' someth ing  persona l  to  re la te  to ' . .  a

fami ly  ga ther ing  or  g raduat ion  p ic tu re ,  to  re ta in  a  l ink  w i th
the i r  pas t .

We le f t  the  warm f r iend ly  a tmosphere  o f  Spec ia l  Care  as  the
res idents  were  hus t l ing  o f f  fo r  the i r  noon mea l .  I  car r ied  away

wi th  me two predominant  thoughts :  (1 )  Buf fy  knew what  he  was
get t ing  in to  when he  f lew in  tha t  open w indow,  and (2 )  S is te r

Jeanette and her staff  do pract ise the beat i tudes!
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C H A P T E R  E I G H T

L O O K I N G  A H E A D  W I T H  S I S T E R  L I G U O R I

Sister Liguori  came, as Execut ive Director,  to the Providence
Vi l la  and Hosp i ta l  on  2nd February  1976.  She is  the  seventh
S is te r  to  serve  in  th is  capac i ty  s ince  the  ins t i tu t ion  opened
28th January 1962, Sister Rose Marie was the main thrust in
the  t rans i t ion  f rom the  House o f  Prov idence to  the  Prov idence
V i l l a .  S i s t e r  L o u i s e ,  S i s t e r  V i a n n e y ,  S i s t e r  R a p h a e l ,  S i s t e r
Mary  Frances  and S is te r  Mary  Kath leen were  S is te r  L iguor i ' s
predecessors.

Before  coming to  Prov idence V i l la  and Hosp i ta l ,  S is te r  L iguor i
had been Ass is tan t  Admin is t ra to r  o f  S t .  M ichae l ' s  Hosp i ta l
and has  a lso  served as  Pres ident  o f  the  Soc ie ty  o f  Hosp i ta l
Pharmac is ts .  Her  g randparents  and parents  had l i ved  in  S t .
Pau l ' s  Par ish ,  so  the  House o f  Prov idence and i t s  t rad i t ions
are  no t  new to  her .  The bo ld  changes in  re l ig ious  l i fe  over
the past ten years has produced a di f ferent concept of Sister-
hood.  To  see her  t r im f igure  in  a  mod f lowered b louse and
sk i r t ,  her  l igh t  ha i r  combed so f t l y  o f f  her  youth fu l  b row,  one
wou ld  eas i l y  mis take  her  fo r  a  ch ic  bus iness  woman;  however ,
her  qu ick  dazz l ing  smi le  and compass ionate  eyes  are  her 'g ive-
away ' .

S is te r  L iguor i  has  spec i f  i c  a ims fo r  Prov idence V i l la  and
Hosp i ta l ;  f  i r s t l y ,  to  en l i s t  a  la rge  number  o f  vo lun teers  -  bo th
sen ior  and jun io r ;  second ly ,  to  ma in ta in  the  t rad i t ions  o f  the
' O l d  H o u s e ' i n  w h i c h  n o  o n e  w a s  e v e r  t u r n e d  a w a y .  I n  1 9 7 8
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tha t  i s  a  b ig  o rder !  Never the less  in  the  few months  S is te r
L iguor i  has  been go ing  on  speak ing  engagements  to  schoo ls ,
e tc . ,  she  has  fo rmed both  a  sen io r  and jun io r  gu i ld ,  each
hav ing  70  -75  vo lun teers .

S i s t e r  L i g u o r i  h a s  r a i s e d  t h e  s p i r i t  a n d  m o r a l e  o f  t h e  V i l l a  b y
hav ing  regu la r  meet ings  w i th  s ta f f  and res idents .  She has  gone
out  in to  the  communi ty  and has  become invo lved w i th  shared
serv ices  be tween the  Scarborough hosp i ta ls  and med ica l  hea l th
serv ices .  She has  opened up  the  Prov idence V i l la  and Hosp i ta l
to  the  communi ty  by  means o f  a  Spr ing  Fes t iva l .

Why an  Annua l  Spr ing  Fes t iva l?  Proceeds expec ted  are  in  the
v ic in i ty  o f  $ '100,000.  Where  are  they  go ing?

These are  the  ques t ions  be ing  asked as  the  days  race  by  to
3rd  June.  Med ica l  Sc ience has  inc reased the  l i fe  span f rom
t h e  B i b l i c a l  ' t h r e e  s c o r e  a n d  t e n ' t o  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  1 0 - 1 5  y e a r s .
Average age o f  V i l la  res idents  i s  86  years .  Severa l  res idents
are past the one hundred mark; just recent ly a man passed
away,  hav ing  reached 105 years .

"Bet te rcare  and hous ing ,  re l ie f  f rom f inanc ia l  wor r ies ,  th rough
Government pensions have added years to l i fe;  therefore, we
must  a im to  add l i fe  to  these years"  i s  S is te r ' s  mot to .  "Those
who wa lked th rough the  door  so  spr i te ly  16  years  ago,  a re  now
need ing  more  care .  We have fewer  S is te rs  en ter ing  the  Re l ig -
ious  Order ,  o f  la te .  In f la t ion ,  h igher  wages,  h igher  cos t  fo r
u t i l i t i e s ,  f o o d ,  o i l  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e ;  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  n u r s i n g
care  fo r  those who are  requ i r ing  ex t ra  care  a t  an  a la rming  ra te ;
a re  fac to rs  we have to  contend w i th . "

Each year  there  is  a  mount ing  de f ic i t  a t  the  V i l la ,  espec ia l l y
since two years ago when they withdrew from the United Way
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Campaign to protest the admission of Planned Parenthood, an

agency  whose serv ice  inc ludes  abor t ion  counse l l ing .  The

dec is ion  to  w i thdraw in  March  1976 was a  dec la ra t ion  on  be-

ha l f  o f  ' reverence fo r  l i fe ' .

John Far rug ia ls  suggest ion  to  ho ld  a  ' s t rawber ry  soc ia l '  s im-

i l a r  t o  t h e  o n e s  h e l d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e ' O l d  H o u s e ' w a s
accepted and plans for making the community,  churches, and
par ishes  more  aware  o f  the  V i l la  p roduced the  success fu l

Spring Fest ival  on 28th May 1977,

The annua l  cos t  to  run  Prov idence V i l la  i s  s l igh t ly  less  than

f  i v e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  T h e  M i n i s t r y  p r o v i d e s  a  p e r  d i e m  g r a n t

fo r  a  subs tan t ia l  por t ion  o f  the  opera t ion ;  the  ba lance o f  ex-
penses have to be met by the Sisters of St.  Joseph and volun-
ta ry  donat ions .  Cap i ta l  expend i tu res  are  no t  recogn ized as
part  of  the funding and the money has to be found for this pur-

pose a lso .  The money ra ised w i l l  be  used to  he lp  meet  the

extra expenses in providing better services for the residents.

In  an  lns t i tu t ion  o f  th is  s ize ,  more  vo lun teers  a re  needed to

he lp  w i th  the  serv ices  and prob lems such as  lone l iness  and
f rus t ra t ion  fe l t  by  many,  wh ich  has  to  be  f  i l l ed  by  the  Chr is t ian

Char i ty  and love  o f  o thers .

The Sisters of St.  Joseph are concerned about the future. For

months they have worked long, strenuous hours with the Com-
mi t tee  and w i th  the  res idents ,  p repar ing  to  make th is  Fes t iva l
a  success .  They  have opened up  the i r  Home to  the  par ishes ,

ne ighbour ing  churches  and the  pub l ic  in  hopes  tha t  more  peop le

wi l l  become persona l ly  invo lved w i th  the  V i l la  and the  work  o f

the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph w i th  the  aged and sen io r  c i t i zens .

S is te r  L iguor i  i s  fo r tunate  in  hav ing ,  in  add i t ion  to  the  suppor t
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of  a l l  the  S is te rs ,  such men as  Joe Bennet t ,  Cha i rman,  and
Bi l l  Phe lan ,  co-ord ina tor  o f  the  Spr ing  Fes t iva l  ac t i v i t ies .

Joe Bennet t  bes ides  be ing  an  ou tgo ing  dynamic  d r iv ing  fo rce
b e h i n d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  a  ' w a l k i n g  e n c y c l o p a e d i a ' .  " N o  w o n -
der ,  i f  I  am"  he  gr inned,  " l  have been coming here  fo r  ten
years  to  v is i t  my mother .  .You ' re  bound to  become invo lved
when you see a  need fo r  he lp  and unconsc ious ly  absorb  in fo rm-
a t i o n  f  r o m  t h e  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  H o u s e " .  J o e ' s  d e d i c a t i o n
s h o w s  i n  h i s  v o i c e  a n d  h i s  e x p r e s s i o n .

There  is  such a  grea t  need fo r  vo lun teer  he lp ;  and i t  i s  such
a marve l lous  t ra in ing  p lace  fo r  young peop le  to  learn  how to
d e a l  w i t h  h u m a n i t y .  P e o p l e  a r e  g e t t i n g  o l d e r ;  a n d  b e c o m i n g
more  dependent  in  every  aspec t ;  more  s ta f f  i s  requ i red ;  bu t
the  budget  won ' t  a l low fo r  add i t iona l  s ta f f .

' l oe  shakes  h is  head grave ly ;  "There  is  no  s imp le  answer .
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  f e e d i n g  t h e  i l l  i s  s o  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g .  l t  t a k e s  m e
an hour each evening to feed my mother;  she even dozes off
be tween b i tes .  Twenty  years  ago lwas  work ing  f rom my par ish
for  my mother 's  genera t ion  -  now I 'm work  fo r  me! "  Joe 's  en-
thus iasm is  contag ious ;  "We ' re  here  to  work ;  we ' re  here  as  a
t e a m . ,  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  . .  k e e p  t a l k i n g . .  t h e r e ' s  b o u n d
to  be  sorne th ing  coming f rom i t "  a re  h is  favour i te  p la t i tudes .

B i l l  P h e l a n  i s  a  b i g  m a n  ( i n  s t a t u r e )  a n d  h e  t h i n k s ' B l G ' .  H e
has a down to earth approach to every si tuat ion; "no hedging
-  n o  h a s s l i n g "  a  p r o j e c t  i s  e i t h e r ' o n  o r  o f f ' a s  f a r  a s  h e  i s
concerned. He expects a response to his request and invar-
iab ly  he  ge ts  i t !  He leaves  the  de ta i l s  to  a  commi t tee ,  fo r  he
k n o w s  i t  w i l l  l i v e  u p  t o  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t s .

B i l l  has  an  exce l len t  rappor t  w i th  the  S is te rs  o f  S t .  Joseph.
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He ch ided the  S is te rs  fo r  no t  tak ing  any th ing  fo r  g ran ted .

Special  prayers, start ing early in May, were said over the pub-

l i c  address  sys tem each day  to  ask  God to  b less ' the  day 'and
br ing  favourab le  weather .  The sun shone so  br igh t  a l l  morn ing ,
the  choco la te  cakes  tu rned to  choco la te  d r inks  -  he  w inked a t
the  S is te rs  as  he  cont inued;  "Then the  S is te rs  go t  so  busy
they forgot to keep on praying: within an hour the temperature
dropped dras t ica l l y  and a  s t rong w ind  came up wh ich  near ly
b l e w  u s  a l l  a w a y !  S o  d o n ' t  l e t  t h a t  h a p p e n  a g a i n , 6 i s t e r s " ;  h e
wagged a  warn ing  f inger .

"S is te r  L iguor i  t r ies  su  nard  to  make or  re -c rea te  the  warmth
and hominess  o f  the  'O ld  House ' ,  w i th in  the  grandeur  o f  the
Vi l la " ,  S is te r  Laura  Anne,  her  ass is tan t ,  to ld  me.  "She had
the  o ld  par lour  fu rn i tu re  re fu rb ished;  co l lec ted  and f ramed o ld
persona l  p ic tu res  and scenes f rom the  'O ld  House '  and these
now hang in  the  ha l lway  ou ts ide  the  par lour " .

These p ic tu res  are  an  in te res t ing  co l lec t ion ;  many have da tes
and a i l  have names fo r  iden t i f i ca t ion .  One p ic tu re  shows the
rows and rows o f  co ts  (beds)  40-50  in  a  dormi to ry ,  where  a
b e d ,  a  c h a i r ,  a n d  a  s t a n d  w a s ' h o m e ' t o  m a n y .  W i d e  w o o d e n
sta i rways  w ind ing  above one another ,  to  the  f  i f th  f  loor .  , "  You
took  the  s ta i rs ,  s low and easy" ;  remembers  S is te r  Zoe.  The
' O l d  H o u s e ' k i t c h e n  w i t h  t h e  h u g e  c y l i n d r i c a l  s o u p  p o t  a n d
ant iquated  u tens i l s ,  ho ld  many memor ies  fo r  the  o lder  res i -
dents .

These and many other fond memories we hope to preserve, as
we rea l i ze  t ime takes  i t s  to l l ;  age  d ims the  mind  and memor ies
fade with the passing years. As the poem (by Robert  Herick)
wh ich  l  memor ized in  my ch i ldhood so  ap t ly  pu t  i t :
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"Gather  ye  rose-buds ,  wh i le  Ye maY

O l d  t i m e  i s  s t i l l  a  f  l Y i n g ;

And th is  same f  lower  tha t  smi les  today

T o m o r r o w  w i l l  b e  d y i n g . "

Remember  the  p i lg r image o f  Count  Armond de Charbonne l '  the

B ishop o f  Toronto ,  who in  1850 brought  back  f rom the  Ho ly

Father ,  the  b less ings  fo r  the  'O ld  House '  and the  assurance

tha t  i t s  work  wou ld  never  fa i l  fo r  the  lack  o f  funds . .  we who

are  b lessed w i th  hea l th  and comfor t  in  1978 must  ponder  and

r e c o g n i z e  o u r  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  S t .  J o s e p h . . . . .

dare we let  them down ?
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