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HEARTS CONSECRATED TO CHARITY

“Thou Shalt Sanctify the Fiftieth Year. . .
For It Is the Year of Jubilee (Lev. 25:10)

“The true past departs not; no truth or goodness realized by man ever dies,
or can die; but all is still here, and, recognized or not,
lives and works through endless changes.”

- Carlyle



Foremned

A Jubilee is a time for rejoicing and a time to be thankful. It also
provides an occasion for reminiscing. The following pages are replete
with golden yesterdays of St. Mary's Hospital, memories as gathered
from those associated with this splendid institution from its conception

and birth in 1924, along the years to the present day.

It is true, much of the information has been gleaned from the files
of those early days, but records are only skeletons of the past. It is the
living memories of people, their laughter and tears, that give flesh and

life to the dead bones.

Just as a lighthouse sheds its beams afar, but none at its base, so it
is with institutions such as St. Mary's Hospital. The Sisters who have
given their services so graciously and selflessly have been and are too
close to their work to be aware of its radiating influence. But rich and
rewarding are the accounts of such experiences as related by people who
have benefited because of having St. Mary’s Hospital in their midst;
stories, not only of relief from physical illness and pain, but of hope and

trust renewed, of strength and courage to endure.

May this year of jubilee prove an occasion for the Sisters to look
beyond ‘the hase of the lighthouse’, and, in so doing, rejoice and be
thankful for all that has beea accomplished, while at the same time, help

them look forward hopefully to the days to come.

Sister Mary Faustina




Archbishop Anthony Jordan, OMI, former archbishop of Edmonton



Most Reverend Joseph Neil MacNeil, J.C.D., D.D., Archbishop of Edmonton
Successor to Archbishop Jordan, 1973

The occasion of a Jubilee is by its very nature an occasion of rejoicing. We are happy
to have a part in this celebration of St. Mary's Hospital which has been a symbol of love and
mercy during the past fifty years. On behalf of the Archdiocese of Edmonton we look first
to the past and, with gratitude and joy, give thanks to Almighty God and to the many who
have served Him within the walls of St. Mary’s. To the many Doctors, Sisters, Nurses and
all personnel who have served St. Mary's we are most grateful.

And as we look to the future it is with a prayer to our Heavenly Father, from Whom
all good things come, that He may give comfort and strength to the sick and the suffering;
heal them in body, mind and spirit; bless the work of this and all Hospitals in our land and
grant to the Physicians, Surgeons, Sisters, Nurses and to all who serve with them,
patience, kindness, wisdom and skill, that your purpose of love may be given fulfilment.

J. N. MacNeil,
Archbishop of Edmonton.
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The staff of St. Mary’s Hospital is happy to offer congratulations to
the first native Lieutenant Governor of Alberta — His Honour, Lt.
Governor Ralph Steinhauer, who assumed his office in this, St. Mary's
year of Golden Jubilee, may God direct him in his work.

May I take this opportunity to extend heartiest greetings to the Sisters of
Providence for a half-century of service through St. Mary’s Hospital to Camrose and area.

May your services continue for many more years.

Raiph Steinhauer,
Lieuienant Gevernor.
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I am happy to extend greetings on the occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary
celebrations of St. Mary's Hospital.

Those whose daily involvements are in the world of sickness and healing, of birth and
death, are faced with a special challenge. The problem of maintaining the emotions of
kindness and compassion in the face of suffering requires a particular dedication and a
constant re-birth of courage and love.

May I extend to you this work of appreciation for the work that you are doing. I offer
each one my best wishes.

Pierre Elliott Trudeau,
Prime Mininster of Canada.



I am very pleased to have this opportunity to extend greetings personally, and on
behalf of the government of Alberta, on the occasion of the Golden Anniversary of the
establishment of St. Mary's Hospital in Camrose.

St. Mary’s Hospital has made many important contributions to the town of Camrose
during the past fifty years, and the service and dedication of the people of this hospital will,
I am sure, be recognized and appreciated by all residents of your community.

Please accept my warm and sincere best wishes to all those of St. Mary's Hospital on
this special occasion of your Jubilee celebration.

Peter Lougheed,
Premier of Alberta.



I am indeed pleased to add my sincere congratulations and
greetings to the Sisters of Providence and the staff of St. Mary's
Hospital, Camrose, on the occasion of your Golden Jubilee
celebrations.

[ am sure that all the citizens of Camrose and District who
have supported, and in turn received the skillful care of the Sisters
and staff through the past 50 years of St. Mary's Hospital existence,
will join with you on October 24, 1974, to mark a milestone in the
history of their community.

On behalf of all my colleagues in government, congratulations
for a job well done.

Neil Crawford,
Minister of Health
and Social Development

On behalf of the Commissioners and staff of the Alberta
Hospital Services Commission, I am honoured and privileged to
extend the Sisters of Providence our most sincere congratulations
on the occasion of the celebration of the Golden Anniversary of St.
Mary's Hospital.

The need was there and your dedication measured up to it.
What greater rewards can one expect?

J. E. Bradley, M.D,,
Chairman,
Hospital Services Commission.




St. Mary's Hospital has played a vital role in the development
of Camrose and area. The provision of quality health services is in no
way a small task. I am fully aware that St. Mary's Hospital has had
its struggles as well as its rewards. There have been times of short
staffs, restricted space, and tight budgets. Sincere congratulations
are in order not only because you have survived the trials and
tribulations of 50 years but, more importantly, that you have done
so with excellence and with a spirit of kindness. No institution more
justly serves mankind than those which care for the ill.

I extend to you sincere congratulations and trust that you may
continue to care for the health needs of the Citizens of Camrose and
area.

Arnold Malone, M.P.,
Battle River.

On the ocecasion of the 50th Anniversary of St. Mary's
Hospital, may I offer on behalf of the people in the Camrose
Constituency our warmest congratulations and best wishes for the
years ahead.

The Sisters of Providence are to be commended for the
foresight and dedication shown in building a hospital in Camrose
when no-one else was able to serve the needs of the community.

Gordon Stromberg, M.L.A.,
Camrose Constituency.




On behalf of Council and of all the Citizens of the City of Camrose it gives me great
pleasure to express tothe Sisters of Providence and St. Mary's Hospital our very sincerest
and warmest congratulaiions on the occeasion of the 50th Anniversary of the arrival of the
hospital in Camrose.

St. Mary's Hospital has now provided a service to Camrose for fifty (50) years. The
hospital has developed and expanded its valued services to the people of the community in
keeping with the changing technologies of hospital practice as well as expanding its
number of beds to meet with the growth of our community over those fifty years.

St. Mary's Hospital is not just another institution giving service to our community
but is an integral part of our community. It has always had wide open doors to any member
of the community, regardless of race, color or religion, who has required its services. To it
and to all the many members of ils staff over those fifty years goes our most sincere and
heartfelt thanks and appreciation [or providing a service far beyond the normal
requirements of a privately operated hospital.

The Sisters of Providence have been most outstanding in their untiring and ever
willing efforts to provide Camrose and District not only a much needed addition to our
health services but have also been unsparing in their efforts of community leadership. We
are pleased and proud to have this opportunity to extend to them our sincerest thanks for
those many very human acts and to express our hope that we shall continue to benefit from
and to enjoy their community contributions for many years to come.

Rudy P. Swanson,
Mayor, City of Camrose.
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The Sisters of Providence are happy to extend greetings and felicitations to St.
Mary’s Hospital in Camrose on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of its foundation.

It is only after a lapse of time that we can measure and appreciate at their true value
the events of time. A retrospect of the fifty years during which St. Mary’s has functioned
reveals that this is an occasion to rejoice with justifiable complacency in a task well done.

Our Community extends a sincere tribute of appreciation and gratitude to all who
have had a part in the development of the hospital and in the daily services which have
been rendered there so generously and so capably.

We thank God for the many blessings of the past. May the charity of Christ continue
to animate all those engaged in providing truly Christian health care at St. Mary’'s hospital.

Mother Margaret McDonald,

Sisters of Providence of St. Vincent de Paul,
“Heathfield” Kingston, Ontario.
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It is indeed a privilege to extend congratulations to St. Mary’s
Hospital on the occasion of its 50th Anniversary.

This institution since its origin in 1924 has served the needs of
the community very well. It has kept pace with the growing need for
additional facilities with the expansion programs of 1948 and 1968.

However, I believe that the real reason for the excellent
reputation that this hospital has earned is not the physical plant
itself, but it is due to the dedication of the people who have been
responsible for meeting the health care needs of our community.
Fortunately we have always had devoted people to operate the
hospital, for this we are truly thankful.

May I extend best wishes for continued success in the years
ahead.

Bob Thirsk, Chairman,
Governing Board.

This book can be like a well-chosen and well-tended fruit tree.
Its fruits are not of one season only. With the dew and natural
intervals, one may recur to it year after year, and it will supply the
same nourishment and the same gratification, if only one reads it
with the same appreciation of all that has been accomplished during
the past 50 wonderful years.

My very best wishes to St. Mary’s Hospital for the fuiure. God
bless a hundred fold all who are connected with this outstanding
hospital which has a spirit all of its own.

Sister Josephine O'Neill,
Sister Superior.




CAMROSE — THE ROSE CITY of ALBERTA
THEN and NOW

Father Hypolyte Beillevaire

) Camrose in brief: The Camrose area was first
settled around 1900. Prior to this, about 1883, a
mission and trading post had been established some
six miles south of Camrose by the beloved French
Missionary, Father Beillevaire to serve Indians and
settlers in the area now known as Duhamel. It is
thought by many that the influence which Father
asserted had considerable bearing on the Sisters of

Providence extending their work for the relief of

illness and suffering in the distriet. St. Thomas Church
built by Father Beillevaire in 1883 has been restored
and preserved as an historic site. It is now a mission of
St. Franeis Xavier Parish in Camrose.

The Hamiet of Sparling, which is now the City of
Camrose, was incorporated as a village in 1905. In 1906
the name was changed to Camrose, named, it is
generally believed, after a town in South Wales. At

13

this time the Village of Camrose was incorporated as a
town. It was raised to the status of a city, January 1st,
1955. The growth in population has increased steadily
with the years until now, 1974, it has reached 9,194,
tripling its number in less than twenty-five years.

The area was originally settled by predominant-
ly Seandinavian peoples. In spite of the fact that there
has been a great influx of people from many other
countries, a Scandinavian overtone is quite evident.

Agriculture was, and still is, a major factor of the
economic growth of Camrose. The more recent
discovery of oil has proved an added boom. This fine
city has many agencies, industries and services of all
types, comparable to any other city of its size, and
gives promise of even greater expansion.



A BRIEF HISTORY of the COMMUNITY

The community known as the Sisters of
Providence of St. Vincent de Paul, was brought into
being by Bishop Horan in 1861 at Kingston, Ontario.
Its origin goes back to the seventeenth century when
St. Vincent de Paul, aided by St. Louise de Marillac,
founded a community of women which became known
as the Daughters of Charity. Its purpose was to
engage in all types of charitable work. In the mid-
nineteenth century, another woman, Emmilie Game-
lin, with the help of Bishop Ignace Bourget, obtained
an authentic copy of St. Vincent's Rule and founded a
- diocesan community, modelled after the Daughters of
Charity. This community as we know it, is called
. Sisters of Providence. Scarcely twenty years later,

Bishop Horan of Kingston, Ontario, requested the
Montreal community to establish an institute like their
own in Kingston. On December 13th, 1861, these
Sisters laid the foundation of the Sisters of Providence
of St. Vincent de Paul.

The members work for their sanctification by
union with God, as they serve His people in
performing all the spiritual and corporal works of
mercy. In “The Act of Incorporation of St. Mary's
Hospital, Camrose” it states: “The objectives of the
corporation are to carry on charitable works and
activities consisting of the operation of hospitals,
missions, convents, schools of nursing and the like, to

SISTER MARY CLOTILDA
Superior 1924-1930, Pioneer

SISTERS OF
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL

impart education and religious and other training, to
care for the aged, sick and unfortunate, and generally
to engage in charitable and benevolent activities.”

The following lines, taken from a back issue of
The Prairie Messenger, seem to epitomize the calling
of a Sister:
“T sought to touch the hand of God,
and climbed the highest steeple.
“But God replied, ‘Go down again,
I dwell among the people.” ”
is Mother

The present Superior General

Margaret McDonald.

During its fifty years of existence, St. Mary's
Hospital has had ten different superiors or adminis-
trators:

Sister Mary Clotilda, Brady 1924-1930
Sister Mary Pulcheria, Curley 1930-1936
Sister Mary Alban, Hawkins 1936-1942
Sister Mary Geraldine, Egan 1942-1945
Sister Mary Alphonse, Killeen 1945-1951
Sister Mary Bonaventure, Brennan  1951-1957
Sister Mary Enda, Maguire 1957-1959
Sister Mary Clare, Doran 1959-1965
Sister Mary Dolorosa, Bekar 1965-1971
Sister Mary Josephine, O'Neill 1971-1974

SISTER MARY PULCHERIA
Superior 1930-1936

MOTHER M. ALBAN, HAWKINS
Superior 1936-1942
Pioneer, Also Directress of Nursing 1924-1935
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SISTER MARY GERALDINE
1942-1945

SISTER MARY ALPHONSE
Superior 1945-1951

SISTER MARY BONAVENTURE
1951-1957

SISTER MARY ENDA
1957-1959

SISTER MARY CLARE
1959-1965

SISTER ROSE BEKAR |[Sister Mary Dolorosa]
1965-1971

SISTER JOSEPHINE O'NIELL
1971-1974
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STORY OF THE HOSPITAL

Around the Lurn of the century and even earlier,
in Ontario as well as in provinces further east, young
men were encouraged, “Go west, young man, go
west"”. Yes, the west abounded in opportunities for the
young and eager. Many followed the recommendation,
and the western provinces saw hosts of energetic and
ambitious young people, with an eye to the future,
setling out on this attractive and exciting adventure.

In Alberta, indications were that the area
around the village of Daysland was populating rapidly
and because of its location, might very soon become a
large centre. A hospital was a necessity and our
Sisters were asked to establish one there. Thus,
Providence Hospital, Daysland, was opened in 1908.
However, it soon became evident that the area around
the town of Camrose, twenty-five miles farther west,
was growing even more rapidly. .

Sister Mary An-
gel Guardian has, by
the community, affec-
tionately been called
“the foundress of the
west". This stalwart
and dedicated reli-
gious woman, with her
indomitable spirit,
well earned the title.
Sister was charged
with the foundation in
Daysland. In 1912 she

T was charged with the

f ek = foundation of Provi-
SISTER M. A. GUARDIAN dence Hospital, Moose
Jaw, Saskatchewan.

Following is a report written by Sister,
herself in 1929, concerning the foundation of St.
Mary's Hospital, Camrose, Alberta:

“This foundation was, for some years, spoken of,
and the people of that town persisted in having our
Sisters do hospital work there. The Archbishop and
Reverend Father Harrington, Pastor, made frequent
requests to the community for the work to begin.
Finally in September, 1922, I was sent to Daysland,
and from there was supposed to look into the matter of
building a hospital in Camrose. On October 3rd of the
same year, the superior, Sister Mary Camillus of
Providence Hospital, Daysland, and I went to
Camrose. We called first on the mayor, Mr. Adair
Young, who welcomed us heartily and brought us to
the proposed site already set aside for the building, a
large block of land on Normal Hill. This site seemed
very appropriate — sun and air, with quief
surroundings. The winter of 1923 was a busy time

securing a loan and drawing up suitable plans for o
sixty-five bed hospital. That being completed, the
contract was given to Pool Construction Company for

a fire-proof building, and the work was commenced in
May. I continued the work of looking after the new
hospital. Sister Mary Clotilda went there as the
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superior. Qur Blessed Lady certainly looked after all,
as many blessings attended the work, giving glory to
God.”

Another report states in part: “The Town of
Camrose generously donated the land for the
structure, and the citizens contributed unstintingly
toward the undertaking. It was Reverend M. J.
Schnitzler, the first
parish priest of Cam-
rose, 1914-1921, who
promoted the idea of a
Sisters” hospital for

the distriet.

Reverend
MATHIAS SCHNITZLER

Reverend P. F. Har-
rington, parish priest
succeeding Father
Schnitzler, turned the

first sod April 19th, REVEREND
1923 for the hundred DEAN HARRINGTON
_thousand dollar build- 1921-1959

ing.”

Father Schnitzler, himself, left us an interesting
account, written in 1949 on the occasion of St. Mary's
Silver Jubilee, of the obstacles that had to be
overcome before the dream of a hospital became a
reality:

“Late January 1918 or 1919 at a regular
ratepayers’ meeting Mr. O. B. Olson, Mayor of Camrose
at that time, reaffirmed that the need for a larger and
better hospital was considered. (The town already had
a small fourteen bed hospital.) The ratepayers,
realizing that Camrose itself was a small town already
with a considerable debt, seemed at a loss to know how
a greater hospital service could be provided. I made a
suggestion, ‘Why not invite hospital Sisters of a
religious community to come here and build a fifty-bed
hospital and provide that efficient service such as
Edmonton is now providing? My suggestion was
immediately picked up by Dr. Nordbye who
enthusiastically called the idea a very good and
splendid one, and the meeting adjourned hopefully. At
the first council meeting following my suggestion, the
council passed a resolution appointing me to negotiate
for hospital Sisters. Consequently, I gladly wrote to
Reverend Mother General, Sisters of Providence,
Kingston, Ontario. Mother General replied regretting



that she had not the candidates to spare for a new
venture in Camrose. I reported to Camrose council
that it was not so easy to obtain Hospital Sisters and
suggested that Town Council could help me by
offering generous inducements, and such were made.
Also a number of desirable conditions were agreed to:
1. Free site and free utilities — connections.
2. Utilities at a very low flat rate.
3. A grant of $2,000.00 annually to the Sisters.
4. Promise to close present old hospital and be
granted a sole hospital franchise for twenty
years.

Dr. Nordbye and Mayor O. B. Olson of very
happy memory, and respected ‘peers’ among the
numerous Scandinavians of Camrose and district, plus
a boosting Town Council, Dr. Lamb and Dr. Reid
ready to go along was all I needed for a speedy
conclusion for a Sisters’ Hospital, and this, my
suggested idea of obtaining Sisters and their
acknowledged efficiency in providing hospital service,
remained strong until the day of realization. In spite of
the goodwill of the vast majority of Camrose kindly
people and in spite of the good terms and conditions of
the Town Council, I was unable to obtain acceptance
by Hospital Sisters. This was entirely due to the fact
that our Bishop (Emile Legal) became very ill for some
time and died. Then, too, I could do nothing until the
new Archbishop (Henry J. O'Leary) came. Added to
this, I was transferred to Rosenheim, Alberta.
Through this inaction and waiting, the idea of a
Municipal Hospital, a sponsored Government plan,
under Honourable McKay, took root and was
promoted. A plebiscite was decided upon and was
defeated at the polls. My instructive articles in the
Camrose Canadian re Municipal Hospitals — one dollar
a day plan — was well explained and I pointed to the
fact that any deficit that acerued out of this plan would
necessarily rebound to tax payers in more mills to pay.
The stipulated three mills or no mills was elusive. The
difference would have to be paid by the rate-payers of
the municipality of such a hospital.”

-

First hospital in Camrose. Capacity — 12 beds.
Closed when St. Mary’s was opened. 1912 - 1924

With the coming of Archbishop O'Leary, Father

Schnitzler's dream was finally realized. On October
23rd, 1924, His Grace performed the simple but
impressive ceremony of laying the cornersione of the
fifty-bed, $100,000.00 hospital.
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ST.MARY'S HOSPITAL — 1924

It is interesting to note that a box was placed in
the space behind the cornerstone which contains
papers bearing the following information: Names of
reigning sovereigns, dominion and provincial premi-
ers, lieutenant governor of Alberta, Archbishop
O'Leary. Father Harrington and other clergy present,
Camrose mayor and councillors, thirty-six members of
the Confirmation class of the previous Sunday, the
architect and members of the construction company,
date the building was started and other such
pertinent information; copies of the latest issues of the
Camrose Canadian, Edmonton Journal, Catholic
Register and Eganville Reader, and coins of the realm.
There was in addition, a bottle containing the history
of the Sisters of Providence community. The following
day, October 24th, 1924, His Grace blessed and
officially opened St. Mary’s Hospital, a hospital to
serve the people of Camrose and area, regardless of
race, creed or colour.

The first Sisters named to staff St. Mary's
Hospital were:

Sister Mary Clotilda, Brady
Sister Mary Matilda, Marshall
Sister Mary Cleophas, Raby
Sister Mary Emerita, Barry
Sister Mary Gerald, Murphy
Sister Mary Alban, Hawkins.

SISTER MARY CLOTILDA
Superior 1924 - 1930



SISTER MARY MATILDA
Pioneer

SISTER MARY GERALD
Pioneer

The records of those early days give a glimmer
of insight to the ups and downs, the sunshine and the
shadow of the pioneer work necessarily attendant on
such an undertaking. The Sisters had to be prepared
to meet any and every emergency and this included
the financial ones. Like Abraham Lincoln, they
frequently were forced to go on their knees because
there was nowhere else to go. Their deep faith, their
selfless love, supported by a lively sense of humor
kept them afloat.

The interior of the hospital was not entirely
completed when the' Sisters arrived. Materials were
limited. The Sisters unpacked boxes of furniture and
supplies, and tried to place each object as they more or
less skillfully picked their steps among busy workmen
of all trades. The activity resembled a continuous
obstacle race.

Daily attendance at Mass, which adds so much to
the spiritual life of each one, was difficult because of
distance and weather. Winter came early that year. So
it was a real joy when Father Harrington announced in
the church that on Sunday, November 12th, there
would be Mass in the hospital chapel. Not only the
Sisters benefited by this service, but any of the staff
who wished to attend, as well as town p i
wanted an early mass. The coming of a priest, a semi-
patient, helped solve the weekly problem.

SISTER MARY CLEOPHAS

SISTER MARY EMERITA
Pioneer

SISTER MARY ALBAN
Pioneer

December, Father Loranger from Three Rivers, P.Q.,
arrived to see what Alberta could do for TB patients.
Father’s health improved to the extent that he was
able to take on the duties of a chaplain. This was a real
boon for all concerned.

When Father Loranger regained his health and
was able to do parish work, before leaving St. Mary's,
he wrote the following: “A priest, Father Sebastian
Loranger, was brought up to life again by the care and
generosity of Sister Mary Clotilda and the other
Sisters of St. Mary's Hospital, and given to the
western missions. (December 1924 - July 1926).
Thanks. Father Loranger” It is interesting to note
that this priest, who later was named a Domestie
Prelate, carried on his priestly work for well over
forty years, mostly in the area of Lac la Biche,
Alberta.

The weather that fall, as has been mentioned,
was at times very severe. The snow was so deep that
the doctors were forced to make visits on foot. Trains
were storm-bound. Added to this, the temperature
dropped to 54° below zero, and the laundry pipes
burst. Another expense! Some disillusioned Sister
wrote in the records at this time, “What's so glorious
about Alberta weather?” But life went on, sometimes
grimly perhaps, but on the whole, happily.



Another problem was lack of water. Drinking
water was obtained from artesian wells. Twice a week,
a truck containing a huge tank of well water, came to
the hospital and, by means of a hose passed through a
kitchen window, filled large containers that were
similar to milk cans. For people who were accustomed
to having clear, cold drinking water whenever they
wanted it, this proved a hardship at first. Water for
washing was also limited. Frequently a call would
come from the town, advising the Sisters that the
water would be turned off for a period of time. This
water, particularly when it came through the hot
water taps, had a peculiar weedy odor, but all this was
remedied a few years later. According to “The Golden
Trail”, published by the Camrose Canadian in 1955,
“Calgary Power Company decided to deepen the
natural outlet leading from the southwest corner of
Miquelon Lakes to draw the water into Stoney Creek
and the reservoirs of Camrose and thus provide an
additional supply of water for the town. This was in
the twenties.” Stoney Creek was dammed up to make

FIRST CHAPEL 1924
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the beautiful Mirror Lake which is easily viewed from
the hospital. The water was used firstly for the steam
engines, later for cooling water for a power plant and
later still, was used for drinking water in the taps. It
was not too palatable but had the reassuring name of
‘pasteurized water’. At the present time the water is
taken from Dried Meat Lake on the Battle River,
filtered through an aquafer, and piped ten miles up to
the city. Many people in the area can recall those early
and difficult days when the possession of cool, clear
water was treasure.

Although it is questionable if anyone heard them
grumble, the Sisters’ sleeping apartments were
painfully crowded. The superior slept in a small room
on the second floor near the office, in order to be easily
available. She used the common bathroom. The other
five Sisters slept on the third floor in one large room
that had been sectioned off into six parts — a small
bathroom and five sleeping cubicles. These were
separated by white curtains which extended up about
























































































































