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HEARTS CONSECRATED TO CHARTTY

"Thou Shalt Sanctify the Fifiieth Year. . .
For It Is the Year ofJubilee (Lev. 25r10)

'"The true past departs not; n(' truth o. goodness reolized by man ever diee,
or can die; but all is still here, snd, recognized or not,

lives and works through endlees changes."

- Carlyle
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A Jubilee is a time for rejoicing and a time to be thankful. It also

provides an occasion lor reminiscing. The following pages are replete

with golden yesterdays of St. Mary'6 Hospital, memories as gathered

from those associated with this splendid institution from its conception

and birth in 1924, along the years to the present day.

It is true, much of the inlormation has been gleaned from the liles

of those early days, but records are only skeletons of the past, It is the

living memories oi people, their laughter and tears, that give flesh and

life to the dead bones.

Just as a lighthouse sheds its beams aiar, but none at its base, so it

is with institutions such as St. Mary's I{ospitai, The Sisters who have

given their services so graciousl'r ald selflessly have been and are too

close to their work to be a\a'are of its radiating influencc. But rich dnd

rewarding are the rcrounts oi ouch exDeriences as related by people who

have beneijted becauss of having St. Mary's Hcspital in their midst;

stories, not olly cf relief frcm physicai i l lness and pain, but of hope and

trust renewed, oI strength and courage to endure,

May this year of jubilee prove an occasion Ior the Sisters to look

beyond 'the lase of the lighthoose', and, in so doing, rejoice and be

thankful for all that has bee,r accomplished, while at the same time, help

them look iorward hopefully to the days to come.

Sister Morv Fauetina
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Archbiehop Anthony Jordan, OMI, lormer .rchbishop ot Edmontol



Moet R.verend Joeeph Neil MacNell, J.C.D., D.D., Archbiehop oI EdnotrtoD
Successor to Archbiahop Jordan' 19?3

The occasion ofa Jubilee is by its very nature an occasion of rejoicing. We are happy
to hsve I psrt in this celebration of St. Mary's Hospital which has been a symbol oi love and
mercy during the past filty years. On behalf of the Archdiocese of Edmonton we look first
to the psst and, with gratitude and joy, give thanks to Almighty God and to th€ many who
hsve served Him within the walls of St. Mary's. To the many Doctors, Sisters, Nurses and
all personnel who have served St. Msry's we are most graieful.

And as we look to the future it is with a prayer to our Heavenly Father, from Whom
&ll good things come, that He may give comfort and strength to the sick and the suffering;
heal them in body, mind and spirih bless the work of this and all Hospitals in our land and
Srant io the Physicians, Surgeons, Sisters, Nurses and to all who serve with them,
patience, kindness, wisdom and skill, that your purpose ol love may be given fulfilment.

J. N. MroNeil,
Archbiehop ol Ednotrton.



The staff of St, Mary's Hospiial is happy to offer congratulations to
the first native Lieutenant Governor ofAlberta - His Honour, Lt.

Governor Ralph Steinhauer, who assumed his ollice in this, St. Mary's
year of Golden Jubilee, may God direct him in his work.

May I take tbis opportun;t)' t.r extend heartiest greetings to the Sisters of
Providence for a haif-century of serrire ihrough St. Mary's Hospital to Camrose alld area,

May your seavices cori l ;nue lcr niany more years.

Rdph Steirh.uer,
LiauteDsnt Governor.
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I am happy to extend gr{'etings {}n the occasion of the Fift ieth Anniversary
celebrations of St. Mary's Hospital.

Those whose daily involvements are in lhe world of sickness and healing, ol birth and
death, are faced with a special challenge. The problem of maintaining the emotions of
kindness and compassion in the face of suffering requires a particular dedication and a
constant re-birth of courage and love.

May I extend to you this work of appreciation for the work that you are doing. I offer
each one my best wishes.

Pierre Elliott Trudeau,
Prime Mininster ol Canada.



I am very pleased to have this opportunity to extend greetings personally, and on
behalf of the government of Alberta, on the occasion of the Golde; Anniversary of the
establishmelt oI St. Mary's Hospital in Camrose.

St. Mary's Hospital has made many important contributions to the town of Camrore
during the past fifty years, and the service and dedication ofthe people of this hospital will,
I am sure, be recognized and appreciated by all residenis of your communit),,

- Please accept my warm and sincere best wishes to all those of St. Mary's llospital on
this special occasion of your Jubilee celebraiio!.

Peter lougheed,
Premier of Albertt.
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I am indeed pleased to add my sincere congratulations and
greetings to the Sisters oI Providence and the staff of St. Mary's
Hospital, Camrose, on the occasion of your Golden Jubilee
celcbrations.

I am sure that all the cit izens of Camrose and District who
have supported, and in turn received the skil l ful care of the Sisters
and stalf through the past 50 years of St. Mary's Hospital existence,
wil l join with you on October 24, 1974, to mark a milestone in the
history of Lheir community.

On behalf of all my colleagues in government, congratulations
for a job well done.

Neil Crawford,
Minister of Health
and Social Development

On behalf of the Commissioners and staff of ihe Alberta
Hospital Services Commission, I am honoured and privileged to
exteld the Sisters of Providence our most sincere congratulations
on the occasion of the celebration of the Golden Anniversarv of St.
Mary's Hospital.

The need was there and your dedication measured up to it.
What greater rewards can one expect?

J. E. Bredley, M.D.,
Chairuan.
Hoepital Servicee Commiaeion.



St. Mary's Hospital has played a vital role ilt tbe development
of Camrose and area. The provision of quality health services is in no
way a small task. I am lully aware that St. Mary's Hospital has had
its struggles as well as its rewards. There have been times of short
staffs, restricted space, and tight budgets. Sincere coDgratulations
are in order not only because you have survived the trials and
tribulations of 50 years but, more importantly, that you have done
so with excellence and with a spirit of kindness. No institution more
justly serves mankind than those which care for the ill.

I extend to you sincere congratulations and trust, that you may
continue to care for the health needs of the Citizens of Camrose and
area.

Arnold Malone, M.P..
Bottle River.

0n the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of St. Mary's
Hospital, may I offer on behalf of the people in the Camrose
Constituency our warmest congratulations and best wishes for the
years ahead.

The Sisters of Providence are to be commended for the
foresight and dedication shown in building a hospiki in Camrose
when no-one else was able to serve the needs ol the community.

Gordon Stromberg, M.L.A,,
Csmrose Cotrstitu€rcv,



On behalf of Counci l  and of al l  the Cit izens of the City of Camrose i t  gives me great
pleasure to express tothe Sisters of Providence and St. Mary's Hospital our very sincerest
and warmest. congratular,ions on the occcasion of the 50th Anniversary of the arrival of the
hospital in Camrose.

St. Mary's Hospital has now provided a service to Camrose for f i f ty (50) years. The
hospitalhas developed and expanded i ts vaiued services to the people of the community in
keeping with the changing technologies of hospital practice as well  as expanding i ts
number of beds to meet with the growth of our community over those f i f ty years.

St. Mary's Hospital is not just another inst i tut ion giving service to our community
but is an integral part of our community. I t  has alwlys had wide open doors to any member
of the community. regardloss of racc, r.olor or rel igion, who has required i ts services. To i t
and to l l l  the mrny menrbers of i ts sraf i  o|t ' r" thosc f i f ty years goes our most sincere and
heartfelt  thanks and appreciat ion irrr rr ' . ,r iding a service far beyond the no.mal
requirements of i t  pr ivctelv opcrat( 'd lr  ' \ i , r l r l .

The Sisters of Providenr:c hl ' .  c lx t  n most outstanding in their untir ing and ever
wil l ing efforts to provide Canrrose lnrl  I) istr ict nol onl l  a nruch needed addit ion to our
health services but hirve also hccn unsparing in their efforts of community leadership. We
are pleased and proud trr hu!r ' this opportunit l ' to extend to them ou. sincerest thanks for
those many very hum{n rcts rnd to express our hopc that we shal lcontinue to benefi t  l rom
and to enjoy their communit l  conlr ibutions for many years to come.

Rudy P. Swuson,
Mayor, City of Citrrose.
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The Sisters oI Providence are happy to extend greetings and felicitations to St.
Mary's Ilospital in Camrose on the occasion of the Go-lden Jibilee of its foundation.

- It is only after a lapse of time that we can measure and appreciate at their true value
the events otlime. A retrospect of the filty years during which St. Mary's has functioned
reveaF that th$ rs an occasion to rejoice with justifiable complacency in a task well done.

. Our CornmunitJ extends a sincere tribute of appreciation arld gratitude to aU who
have had -a part in the development of the hospital irid in the daily iervices which have
been rendered there so generously and so capably,

.IVe thank God for the many blessings of the past. May the charity of Christ continue
to animate all those engaged in providing truly Christian heilth care etbt. Mary'" t o"fili

Mother Margrret McDondd,
Sisters ol hovide[ce ol St. ViBcent de Psul.'Helthfi eld" I$ngatan, Ontrrio.

11



It is indeed a privilege to extend corgratulations to St. Mary's
Hospital on the occasion oI its 50th Anniversary.

This institution since its origin in 1924 has served the needs of
the community very well. It has kept pace with the growing need for
additional facilities with the expansion programs of 1948 and 1968.

However, I believe that the real reason for the excellent
reputation that. this hospital has earned is not the physical plant
itself, but it is due to the dedication of the people who have been
responsible for meeting the healih care needs of our community.
Fortunately we have always had devoted people to operate the
hospital, for this we are truly thankful,

May I extend best wishes for continued success in the years
ahead.

Bob Thirsk. Chairman.
Governing Borrd.

This book can be like a well-chosen and well-tended fruit tree.
Its fruits are not of one season only. With the dew and natural
intervals, one may recur to it year after year, and it will supply the
same nourishment and the same gratiiication, if only one reads it
with the same appreciation of all that has been accomplished during
the psst 50 wonderlul years,

My very best wishes to St. Mary's Hospital for the lu i .rre. God
bless a hundred fold all who are connected with this uur.siandinE
hospital which has a spirit all of its own.

Sister Josephine O'Neill,
Sister Suoerior.
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CAMROSE - THE ROSE CITY of ALBERTA

THEN and NOW

Father Hypolyte Beillevaire

. Camrose in bricf:  Thc Camrose aroa was lrrsl
sett led around 1900. Prior to this, iLhout l8l . i lJ, a
mission and trading post had been establ isht.d somc
s i x  m i l es  sou th  o i  Camrose  by  l he  be lovod  l ' r ench
Miss ion l r y ,  Fa th t ' r  Ro i l k ' va i r e  {o  sc r v { '  I nd i l Lns  l n ( l
sc t t l e r s  i n  t hc  a r ra  novv  known  as  Duham{ ' l _  I l  i s
t hough t  by  n tan . v  t h i t l  l h ( ' i n i l uon .e  r l h i ch  ! a l hc r .
asse r ted  had  c r rns i r l t  r l b l c  hca r i nq  on  l h (  s t s t t ' r s  i ) l
I ' r ov i dcnc0  o \ l ( ' nd in {  t hc i r  $ r r r k  i o r  t hc  ro l i I l  o l
i l l n css  and  su l l c r i n {  i r r  t hc  d i s l r i c l .  S l .  I ' hon r l .  (  hL r r ch
bu i l t  bv  Fu th r r  I J l i l I  r a i r . r ' i n  l l iX j l  h r s  l r c t n  r . r , s ro r r , ( l
and  p resc r , , r ' r l as  l r n  h i s to r . i c . i r r .  J t  i :  , r 'w  r  r l r \ s l , ) u  { r r
S t -  l ' r i r nc i s  \ r r r , i o r  l ) l l i sh  i n  (  un : : - , , , r

T h ( ,  I l l r r t f t , r l  S 1 , r r r . l i l , ; .  , r  h i r . h  r : . r , , r  r i , . (  i f  , , i
( l amros r ' ,  \ | ' a s  i nco r l r o r l r r r , , l r r s  a  v i l  l r , l r .  J :  l l l l ) ; .  l I  l ] i r r ;
t he  namc  was  ch : t ng t ' r l  l o  ( ; an t r , r s f ,  n ; r n t c r l .  i t  i s
g t ' nc ra l l v  be l i t ' vod .  l l l t c r  l t  l o \ 4n  i n  Sou th  W l l cs .  AL

this t imo the Vi l lage ofCamrose was incorporated as a
l(,r | ,n. I t  wls r ir isod to the status of a city, January lst,
19i5. Thc growth in populat ion has increased steadi ly
w i t h  l h r  ye l . s  un l i l  now ,  l g?4 ,  i t  has  reached  9 ,1g4 ,
l r i p l i ng  i l s  nun rbo r  i n  l ess  t han  twen ty  f i ve  yea rs .

' fhc 
alca was rrr iginal lv sett led by predominant,

l l  Scandinrrvirrn 1x,oplcs. In spite of the fact that there
hiLs hl ln a grt,at inf lux of people from many other
{ ! } un l r j es ,  i t  S | i l n r l i nav ian  ov t ' r t one  i s  qu i t { ]  ev i den t .

-\gI i( 'ul t  Lrre u'as, irn(l  st i l l  is. a major iacl or of the
{  ( 1 ,no rn ' .  { r r , $ th  r ' l  ( l amrose .  The  more  recen t
discovlrr of oi l  hes lrrr i ' ,ed an at lded boom. This f ine
c l l \  hns  manv  aqc r r r . i r ' s ,  i ndus l r i es  and  se rv i ccs  o f  a l l
lvpf-\ ,  rr)ml)uri tble t0 i lny other city of i ls sizc, and
q r r ,  s  p rom i . "  , ' l  c vcn  r : r ea te r  expans ion .



A BRIEF IIISTORY of the COMMIJNITY
The community known as the Sisters of

Providence of St. Vincent de Paul, was brought into
being by Bishop lloran in 1861 at Kingston, Ontario.
Its origin goes back to the seventeenth century when
St. Vincent de Paul, aided by St. Louise de Marillac,
founded a community of women shich became known
s3 the Daughterc of Charity. Its purpose was to
engage in all typ€s of chsritable work. In the mid-
nineteenth century, another woman, Emmilie Game-
lin, with the help of Bishop Ignace Bourget, obtained
an authentic copy of St, Vincent's Rule and lounded a

. diocesan community, modelled alter the Daughters of
Charity. This community as we know it, is called

. Sisters of Providence. Scsrcely twenty years later,
Bishop Horan of Kingston, Ontario, requested the
Montre&l commurity to establish an institute like their
own in Kingston. On Decernber l8th, 1861, these
Sisters laid the foundation of tbe Sisters of Providence
of St" Vincent de Psul.

The members work for their sanctification by
union with God, as they serve His people in
performing all the spiritual and corporal works of
mercy, In "The Act oI Incorporation of St, Mary's
Hospital, Camrose" it states: "The objectives of the
corporation are to carry on charitable works and
sctivities consisting of lhe operatiol of hospitals,
missions, convents, schools of nursing and the like, to

ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL

MOTHER M. ALBAN,IIAWI(INS
Superior 1936'1942

Pioneer, Also Directreee ol Nureing 1924-1935

L4

impart education atld religious and other training, to
care for the aged, sick and unlortunate, and generally
to engage in charitable and benevolent activities."

The following lines, taken from a back issue of
The Prairie Messenger, seem to epitomize the callirg
of a Sister:

"I sought to touch the band of God,
and climbed the highest steeple.

"But God replied, 'Go down agai[
I dwell among the people.' "

The present Superior General is Mother
Margaret McDonald.

During its fifty years oI existence, St. Mary's
Hospital has had ten different superiors or adminis-
trators:

Sister Mary Clotilda, Brady 1924-1930
Sister Mary Pulcheria, Curley 1930-1936
Sister Mary Alban, Hawkins 1936-1942
Sister Mary Geraldine, Egan 1942-1945
Sister Mary Alphonse, Killeen 1945'f951
Sister Mary Bonaventure, Brennan 1951-195?
Sister Mary Enda, Maguire 1957-1959
Sister Mary Clare, Doran 1959-1965
Sister Mary Dolorosa, Bekar 1965-1971
Sister Mary Josephine, O'Neill l9'll-1974

SISTERS OF

SISTER MARY CII}TILDA
Superior 1924-1930' Ploaeer

SISTER MABY PULCNERIA
Supcrior 193G1936
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SISTER MARY CI,ARE
r959-1965

SISTI] R MARY ALPHOI\"sE
Superior 1945-1951

SISTER MARY ENDA
r957-r959

SISTER JOSEPHINE O'NIELL
197t.1974

SISTER ROSE BEKAR ISister Mary Doloroea]
t965_197r



STORY OF THE HOSPITAL

Around tho tuan of the century and even earl ier,
in Ontario as wcl l  as in provinces further east, young
men were encouraged, "Go west, young man, go
west". Yes, the west abounded in opportunit ies for the
young and eal ier. Many fol lowed I-he recommendalion,
and the western provinces saw hosts ol energetic and
ambit ious young people, with an eye to Lhc luture,
setl ing out on Lhis attract ive and excit ing advcnture.

In Alberta, indications were that the area
around the vi l lage of Daysland was populat ing rapidly
and because of i ls local ion, might very soon become a
large centre. A hospital was a necessity and our
Sisters were asked to establ ish one there. Thus,
Providence Hospital,  Daysland, was opened in 1908
However, i t  soon bccame evident thal the area around
thc town of Clmrose, twenty'f ive miles farther wcsi,
was growinq even more rapidlJ.

superior. Our Blessed Lady certainly looked after all,
as many blessings attended the work, giving glory to
God."

Another report states in part: "The Town of
Camrose generously donated the land for the
structure, and the cit izens contributed unstintingly
toward the undertaking. It was Reverend M. J.

Schnitzler, the first
parish priest of Cam-
rose, 1914-1921, who
promoted the idea of a
Sisters' hospital for
the district.

Sisler Mxrv An
gel Guardian has, b-r '
t h t  commun i t y ,  a l f ec
t ionalcly been cal led
"the foundrcss of the
west". This stalwarl
and dedicated rel i
gious woman, with her
indomitable sPir i t ,
wel l  earned the t i t le.
Sister was charged
with the foundation in
Daysland. In 1912 she
was charged with the
foundation of Provi-

SISTER M. A. GUARDIAN dence Hospital, Moose
Jaw, Saskatchewan,

Following is a report writ ten by Sister,
herself  in 1929, concerning the foundation of St.
Mary's Hospital,  Camrose, Alberta:

"This foundation was, lor some years, spoken of,
and the people of that town persisted in having our
Sisters do hospital work there. The Archbishop and
Reverend Father Harrington, Pastor, made frequent
requests to the community for the work to begin.
Final ly in September, 1922, I  was sent to Daysland,
and from there was supposed to look into lhe matter of
bui lding a hospital in Camrose. On Oclober 3rd of the
same year, the superior, Sister Mary Camil lus of
Providence Hospital,  Daysland, and I went to
Camrose. We cal led f irst on the mayor, Mr. Adair
Young, who welcomed us heart i ly and brought us to
the proposed site already set aside l i rr  the bui lding, a
large block of land on Normal Hi l l .  This si lc seemed
very appropriate sun and i l i r ,  with quicl
surroundings. The winter of 1923 was i l  busv t inrf
secu r i ng  a  l oan  and  d r {w in l i  up  su i t i t b i e  l ,  u r \  l | l  r
s i x t y - f i ve  bed  hosp i t a l .  Tha t  be ins  1om l , i { ' l f { 1 .  l i r ! '
contracl was given to Pool Constructlon { o, lr i 'anr r |r
a f ire proof bui lding, and the work \\ ' iLS conlrrrcnce(l rr i
May. I  continued the work of looking after the nev
hospital.  Sister Mary Clot i lda went ihere as tht

Father Schnitzler, himself, left us an interesting
account, written in 1949 on the occasion of St. Mary's
Silver Jubilee, of the obsiacles that had to be
overcome before the dream of a hosDital became a
rea ly:

"Late January 1918 or 1919 at a regular
ratepayers' meeting Mr. O. B. Olson, Mayorof Camrose
at that time, reaffirmed that the need for a larger and
better hospital was considered. (The town already had
a small fourteen bed hospital. ) The ratepayers,
realizing that Camrose itself was a small town already
with a considerable debt, seemed at a loss to know how
a greater hospital service could be provided. I made a
suggestion, 'Why not invite hospital Sisters of a
religious community to come here and build a fifty'bed
hospital and provide that eflicient service such as
Edmonton is now providing?' My suggestion was
immediately picked up by Dr. Nordbye who
cnthusiastically called the idea a very good and
splendid one, and the meeting adjourned hopefuliy. At
the fifst council meeting lollowing my suggestion, the
council passed a resolulion appointing me lo .egotiate
ior hospital Sisters. Consequently, I giadly wrote to
Reverend Mother General, Sisters of Providence,
Kingston, Ontario. Molher General replied regretting

Reverend
MATHIAS SCHNITZLER

Reverend P. F. Har-
rington, parish priest
succeeding Father
Schnitzler, turned the
lirsl sod April 19th,
1923 for the hundred
thousand dollar build-
ing."

REVENEND
DEAN HARRINGTON

192r-1959
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that she had r)ot the candidates to sDare for a new
venture in (' i ,rnrose. I reported !o Cimrose council
that it was nor so easy to obtain Hospital Sisters arrd
suggested that Town Council could help me by
offering generous inducements, and such were made.
Also a number of deshable conditions were agreed 1,o:

Free site and free uiilities - connections.
Utilities at a very low flat rate.
A grant of $2,000.00 annually to the Sisters.
Promise to close present old hospital and be
granted a sole hospital franchise for twenty
years.

Dr, Nordbye and Mayor O. B. Olson of very
happy mernory, and respected 'peers' among the
numerous Scandinavians of Camrose and district, plus
a boosting Town Council, Dr. Lamb and Dr. Reid
ready to go along was all I needed for a speedy
conclusion for a Sisters' Hospital, and this, my
suggested idea of obtaining Sisters and their
acknowledged efficiency in providing hospital service,
remained strong until ihe day olrealization. In spite of
the goodwill of the vast majority of Camrose kindly
people and in spite of the good terms and conditions of
the Town Council, I was unable to obtain acceptance
by Hospital Sistets. This was entirely due to the fact
that our Bishop (Emile Legal) became very ill for some
time and died. Then, too, I could do nothing until the
new Archbishop (Henry J. 0'Leary) came, Added to
this, I was translerred to Rosenheim, Alberta.
Through this inaciion ard waiiing, the idea of a
Municipal Hospital, a sponsored Government plan,
under Honourable McKay, took root and was
promoted. A plebiscite was decided upon and was
defeated at the polls. My instructive articles in the
Camrose Canadian re Municipal Hospitals - one dollar
a day plan - was well explained and I pointed to the
fact that any deficit that accrued out ofthis plan would
necessarily rebound to tax payers in more mills to pay.
The stipulated three mills or no mills was elusive. The
difference would have to be paid by the rate-payers of
the municipality of such a hospital."

Firat hoepitd in Crnroae. Crprcity - 12 bede.
Cloged when St. Mary'e wre opened, !912'i924

With the coming of Archbishop O'Lear;v. Father
Schnitzler's dream was finaily realized. Ol Oct,;bor
23rd, 1924, His Cracc performed the sinrplr but
impressive ceremony of layirg the .( 'rnertir. i: 'nf ' l)c
fifty-bed, $l 00,000.00 hosil i i .ai.

ST. MARY€ NOSPITAL - I92I

It is interesting to note thst 8 box wss plsced in
the space behind the cornerstone which contains
papers baring the following information: Nsmes of
reigning sovereigns, dominion and provincii8l premi
ers, lieutensrt governor of Alberta, Archbisbop
O'Leary. Father Harrington aDd other clergy presert,
Camrose mayor and councillors, thirty-six members oI
the Confirmation cless of the previous Sunday, the
architect and rnembers of the construction comp&ny,
date ihe building was started and other such
pertinent informationi copies ofthe latest issues of the
Camrose Canadian, Edmonton Journal, Cstholic
Register and Eganville Reader, and coins of the realm.
There was in addition, a bottle containing the history
olthe Sisters ofProvidence community. The followirg
day, October 24th, 1924, His Grace blessed and
officially opened St. Mary's Hospital, a hospitsl to
serve the people of Camrose and area, regardless of
race, creed or colour.

The first Sisters named to stsff St. Msry's
HosDital were:

Sister Mary Clotilda, Brady
Sister Mary Matilda, Marshsll
Sister Mary Cleophas, Raby
Sister Mary Emerita, Barry
Sister Mary Gerald, Murphy
Sister Mary Alban, Ilawkins.

SISTER MARY CLOTTLDA
Superior 1924 - 1930

1.

3.
4.



SISTER MARY MATTLDA
Pioneer

it

I
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SISTEB MARY GEBALD
Pioneer

The records of those early days give a glimmer
of insight to the ups and downs, the sunshine and the
shadow of the pioneer work necessarily attendant on
such an undertaking. The Sisters had to be prepared
to meet any and every emergency and this included
lhe financial ones. Like Abraham Lincoln, they
frequently were forced to go on their knees because
there was nowhere else to go. Their deep faith, their
selfless love, supported by a lively sense of humor
kept them afloat.

The interior of the hospital was not entirely
completed when the'Sisters 4rrived. Materials were
limited. The Sisters unpacked boxes of furniture and
supplies, and tried to place each object as they more or
Iess skillfully picked their steps among busy workmen
of all trades. The activity resembled a continuous
obstacle race.

Daily attendance at Mass, which adds so much to
the spiritual l i le of each one, was diff icult because of
distance and weather. Winter came early that year. So
it was a realjoy when Father Harrington announced in
the church that on Sunday, November 1:th, thric
would be Mass in the hospital ehtpel. Nol , ' i , lv l ir:
Sisters benefited by this servicc, hui an\ I l r , '  j ,r;,1;'
who w ished to  a t t { 'nd ,  as  wc i l  xs  lo ( : r  ' '  r . l r  ,
wanted  xn  ear ly  mass .  The comi r rq  '  r  ;  r
pa t ien t ,  he lped so lve  the  v ! ( ,eh . , i  p r , . r  '  : : .

SISTER MARY CLEOPHAS
Pioneer

SISTER MARY EMERITA
Pioneer

SISTER MABY ALBAN
Pioneer

December, Father Loranger from Three Rivers, P.Q,,
arrived to see what Alberta could do for TB Datients.
Father's health improved to the extent tha[ he was
able to take on the duties ofa chaplain. This was a real
boon for all concerned.

When Father Loranger regained his health and
was able to do parish work, before leaving St. Mary's,
he wrote the following: "A priest, Father Sebastian
Loranger, was brought up to IiIe again by the care and
generosity of Sister Mary Clotilda and the other
Sisters of St. Mary's Hospital, and given to the
western missions. (December 1924 July 1926).
Thanks. Father Loranger" It is interesting to note
that this priest, who later was named a Domestic
Prelate, carried on his priestly work lor well over
forty years, mostly in the area of Lac la Biche,
Alberta.

The weather that fall, as has been mentioned,
ivas at t imes very severe. The snow was so deep that
the doctors were forced to make visits on foot. Trains
wt're siorm bound. Added to this, the temperature
.iroppod 1(' 54o below zero, and the laundrv pipes
ilu!st. Another cxpense! Some disil lusionr'rl .t ister
, , . ro1{ ' i r )  lhe  records : l t  th is  t ime.  "Whal ' s  s ' ,  r : l  r ious

. , , , : . \ t i . , r : 1 1  , , , ^  . l  L  '  r ' r "  F L  L  l i t .  . . !  ' . . , , r ' .  l m c -

; r : ' r : 1 r  1 r , r h r L y , : ,  5 ,  I  , ' n  1 1 1  ! v h (  ! r : i , , i , i l \ .



Another problem was lack of watcr. Drinking
water was obtained from artesian weils. Twice a week,
a truck containing a huge tank of well  water, came to
the hospital and, by means of a hose passed through a
kitchen window, f i l led large containcrs that were
similar to milk cans. For people who we.e accustomed
to having clear. cold drinking water whenever thet
wanted i t ,  this proved a hardship at f i rst.  Water for
washing was also l imited. Frequently a cal l  would
corne from the town. advisins the Sisters that the
water would be turned off for a period of t ime. This
water, part icularly when i t  came through the hot
water taps, had a pecul iar weedy odor, but al l  this was
remedied a lew years later. According to "The Golden
T!ai l",  publ ished by the Camrose Canadian in 1955,
"Calgary Power Company decided to deepen the
natural outlet leadins Irom the southwcsl corner ol
Miquclon Lakes lo drau'the waler inlo Sl.oney Crcek
and thc reservoirs of Camrose and thus providt '  an
add i t i ona l  supp l l  o f  wa tc r  f r r r  t he  t own .  Th i s  was  i n
the  twen t i es . "  S loncv  C reek  was  da rnmed  up  l o  mak I

the beautiful Mirror Lake which is easily viewed from
the hospital. The water was used firstly for the steam
engines, later for cooling water for a power plant and
later still, was used for drinking water in the taps. It
was not too palatable but had the reassuring name of
'pasteurized water'. At the present time the water is
taken from Dried Meat Lake on the Battle River,
fi l tered through an aquafer, and piped ten miles up to
the city. Many people in the area can recall those early
and difficult days when the possession of cool, clear
water was treasute.

Although it is questionable if anyone heard them
grumble, the Sisters' sleeping apartments were
painfully r:rowded. ?he superior slept in a small room
on the second floor near the office, in order to be easily
available. She used the common bathroom. The other
five Sisters slept on the third floor in one large room
that had been sectioned off into six Darts - a small
brthroom lnd five sleeping cubicles. These were
scparated by * hitc curtains which extended up about
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six feet from the floor. Each cubicle or 'cell' was of a
size to accommodate a small cot-like bed. a washstand.
a plain chair and a trunk, There was a general
cupboard and the Sisters' simple wardrobe was easily
adapted to fit the space. The dorm had only one light
and it was attached to the ceiling, Those who read or
sewed belore retiring, did so by candlelight. When the
lurse on night duty wanted a particular Sister lor any
special reason, she would open the door ever so
quietly and whisper the Sistey's name ever, ever so
softly. Only the heavy sleepers were undisturbed. In
the da,'time, little talking was done in the 'dorm' out of
consideration for the night Sister who would be
getti[g her rest there. But those who talked in their
sleep, those who snored or maybe eve! ground their
teeth, were not 80 restricted. The previous day's work
was usually a preventative for insomnia.

From the beginning there were four doctors on
the stafl - Dr. P, F. Smith, who later gave two sons
8nd later still, a grandson, all of sterling worth, to
serve the hospital; Dr. F. A. Nordbye, who, with Dr.
Smith, proved a pillar of support and encouragement;
Dr. W. H. Craig, who liked to tell that he taught school
just long erough to be able to finance his way to
something more worthwhile; and Dr. W. V, Lamb,
who leter became the lirst chairman of the medical
staff.

DR.W,fl.CRAIG
193E - Pioneer Doctor

Immediately after tbe blessing and official
opening of the hospital, a public meeiing was held to
form a Hospital Guild to assist the Sisters. A report
states: "Good response was received, and the glild
had its lirst meeting November 3rd with M.s. U,
Cunningham as first chairman oI the Board of
Directors, Also on the executive were Mr. W. Dalzell,
Mr, R. J. Sanders, Mrs. J. Lang, secretary and Mr. W.
V. (Dr.) Lamb as treasurer, Later, the Guild did much
in helping to procure an x-ray machine for the hospital.

DB. F. A. NORDBYE
1924-1932 - Pioneer Doctor

DB. P. F. SMTIH
1924-1949 - Pioneer Doctor

DR,W.V.LAMB
1924-1964

FIRST MEDICAL STAFF MEETING OF ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL _ JANUARY ?, I926

Presenh Drs. Lamb, Smith, Nordbye and Crajr Dr. Lamb in the Chair.

Dr. Lamb being asked to preside, the electior oi ijllicers was proceeded with. Moved by Dr. Nordbye,
seconded by Dr. Smith that Dr, Lamb be Chairman ;{)r lhe year 1926 of the Medical Staff. Carried. Moved by
Dr. Craig, seconded by Dr, Smith that Dr. NordiiJ., be Secretary. Carried. Appointing of Committees left
over for later meeting, to be appointed by the chair.

Members were requested to consider most suitable date for holding Staff Meetings and to discuss same
at next meeting.

Staff was reminded that it was most desirable that case records should be kept up to date and
completed as soon as patient was discharged.

Cases were not discussed at this time, but Drs. Nordbye and Smith were requested to deal with
anything of interest at the next meeting.

Meeting Adjourned.

20

Secrct ry, F. A. Nordbye.














































































