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Preliminary: Commenis

EthICs, Understoed assany: hehavier or decision that

Impacts human dignity. (rghts, Well-eing, guality. ofi
ife)r & the common geod, ultimately focuses on two
essentialfaspects of human life: & Interaction

.\hl%‘ 2

1 VLA

BEING DOING

Who we eught te IHow: we ought teract 1n
DEcCOME as persons, relation| ter others (people;
Institutions, secieties God, creation)




Preliminary Commenits (cont.)

IHOW We VIEW! & appreach the: essentiallethical
guestions; off Belng/identity: & deing/integnity. as
Individuals & Instittitiens Is Infilencead: by,
multiple facters

Eer Catholic health care (CHC) two Impertant
fiacters are the ecclesiall context & develepments
I Cathelic health care ethics




Session Overview

[DESCrile chianging ecelesiall contexts

Reflect on developments i Cathelic healuh care
ethics In light of clhianging ecclesial context

DISCUSS Impact of changing| Contexts &
developments on CHE

IHighlight positive pessibilities & renewed
directions for CHC




Changing Ecclesial
Contexts




Time Past, Time Present

Vaticam 11: Openress rPost=Vvar. /1
Retrenchment
n Self-confident Chureh
m Suspicion: of world &

Openness to world & other: religions
ether religions Pessessioni ofi morall truih

Search for moral truth Dominant role of

Essential role ofi laity, magisterium
Collegiallmodel of Hierarchical model of

goVernance governance




Vatican Il Openness
Humple View: o Crdresi

e Churchr off Christ,, “censtituied! & organized
as a seclety’ In the present Werld, suBsIsts In
the Catholic Church, WhIchi IS governed by the

SUCCessor off Peter & by the BIsheps In
communien withrhnm. Nevertheless, mamny;
elerments or sancification & o thuti are

founa’ outsIgents visible CORHRES” (Lumen Gentitim
(LG), Degmatic Constitution on the Church, n. 8, emphasis added).




Vatican Il Openness
Humple View: o Crdresi

“Christ, holy, Innecent, & undefiled” knew
RAOLAING 6f siin BUit came enly: ter explate
the sins of the peeple. The Chureh,

[1OWEVES; Clasping SINMErS 1o er 19eSen,
at- enRce nely: & alway/s i neea.or:
pUrfication, Tellews: constantly: the path

Off penance & renewal® (4G, n. 8, emphasis
added).




Vatican Il Openness
Humple View: o Crdresi

“Althougir by ther pewer: off the Holy: Spirt the
Chureh will remain the faithiulispeuse ofi her lord
& Will- never cease to) be: the sign: of salvatien on
ealtiy, still she s very well aware: that aneng her

MEMBENS, Bol clerical & /ay; Seme have Been
Unfaithiiul e the Spirt off Ged durng the course
oft many: centures; In the present age, toe, It
@0Es net escape the Chureh row greart a
adistance/ies hetween! the nmessage: she: offers
& the hiuman fiallings of these terwhom! the

gospel Is entrusted™ (Gavdium et Spes (GS), Pastoral
Constitution en the Church in the Modern World, n. 43, emphasis
added).




Time Past, Time Present

Vatican /i Opernness
s Humble Chureh

s Search fior moral truth
s Essential rele of laity.

n Collegial medel of
goVernamnce

Post=Var. [ Retrenchiment

Self-confident Church

Suspicion; eff world & other
religions

Possession of meral truth

Dominant role of
magisterium

Hierarchicall model of
governance




Vatican Il Openness
Openness to: Worla & Otier Rellglions

“In addition, the: Catholic Churchr gladly helds:in
RIghr esteem the things Whlch atfer: Clrstian
CHUICHES & ecelesial commupities have
done or are doing . . . At the same time, she Is
CONVINCEd that She canrbe apLraanty, &
Variously . nelpea by the woerain the matter
Off preparng the ground for the gespel. This help
shie gains frem the talents) & Industry. of

Individuals: & firem fitman. seclety. as a Wiiole:
(GS, . 40, emphasis added).




Vatican Il Openness
Openness to: Worla & Otier Rellglions

“Just asi It Is Inf the Werd's Interest to
acknowledge the Chureh as a histericall reality, &
10 recognize her goed infilence; se the Churkch
RErSelit kKneWs! HeW. Iy, SAEias projited by

therhisteny & development off Aumanity. The
experence o past ages, the progréess of:
the sclences, & the theasuyres nieaen b tie
Vareus 1ors o1 uman cultdre, vy all of
WhHICH ther nature ofi [Aumanity] Isfmere cleany
fevealed & new reads to trutihrane epened,

these profit trie Crurer, teo” (G n. 44, emphasis
added).




Vatican Il Openness
Openness to: Worla & Otier Rellglions

e Cathoelic Church rejects notanag: of wWihal
IS tre & n[olyn theserreliglions. She has a
g regara ier the manner oflife & cenduct,
e precepts & doctrines which, altheugh
aifferdmg naaany. ways iremi ner ewn
teaching, nevertheless oiten refiect: a ray; or:

that trutaNWRICh: enlighiters [Rumanity]™ Wosta

Aertate’ (NA), Declaration onl the Relatieon of the Church ter Nom-
Christian Religiens; n. 2, emphasis added).




Time Past, Time Present

Vaticam 11: Openress rPost=Vvar. /1
= Humble Church Retrenchment
s Openness to world & a Self-confident Church

other religions s Suspicion o werld &
other religions

Possession off moral truth
Dominant role: of

s Essential role of [aity magisterium
= Collegial model of Hierarchical model of

goVernance governance




Vatican I'll Openness
Searech for Woral lruth

“Tihe Church guards the hentage ofi God's word & draws from It
moral & religious pHRCIPIeS Wittt alway/s avirng. at nana. tie
SolULIon, (o particular proplemnis: (S, n. 33, emphasis added).

AWheni it comes to the guestion efi Interventions Inl the: prudential
Order, It could appen that seme Viagisteral aoctments gt
noL pelfree from. dll aeficiencles. BIsiops & tiell: aavisors
have not always taken Inte Immediate consideration every: aspect or

the entire complexity: off a qUestion™ (CDF, /astruction. on. the) Etelesial
VVocation: or the: T1eoiogian, n. 245 emphasis added):.

“Special attention needs te be given te the develepment off moral
theoelegy. Its scientific expoesition should be moere thereughly
nourished by seriptural teaching. It shoeuld shew! the oLty or the
Chiristian vocation of the faithful, & theilr ebligation te brng| ferth

firuit In chanity for the life of the wWorla™ (Opratum. Totius (OT), Decree on
Priestly Fermation, n. 16, emphasis added).




Time Past, Time Present

Vaticam 11: Openress rPost=-Vvar. /1
= Humble Church Retrenchment:

s Openness to world & s Self-confident Church

other religions = Suspicion of world &
m Search fior moral truth other religions

Pessession off moral truth

Deminant role: of
magisterivm

= Collegial model of Hierarchical medel of
goVernance governance




Vatican Il Openness
Essential Roje of Lalty,

“Altheugh by Chrst's will semer are: establisiied as
teachers, diSpensers ofi the mysteries & pastors for the
ethers, there remains, ReVertheless, a trerequality
petvween all\With regard to the dignity: & te the activity.
WhIch IS common; te all the: fiaithiitl in the bullding Up of
the Body of Christ™ (LG, n. 32, emphasis added).

Withiregaral te relationship between laity, & clergy,, the
Councilfguoted St. Augustine: “Wheni I am firightened by,
what | ami teryoul, then | am conseled by what | ana with
youL 1o youll am the bishoep, wWithryeu IFam: a Christian.
The first Is ary office; the seconadl a grace; the first a
aanger, the second salvation” (LG, n. 32, emphasis added),




Vatican Il Openness
Essential Role o Lalty

“Iie apestelate of the laity /s a shiariing [ tie
salvific mission of the Church. . . . The laity,
HOWEVE:, are given this speciallvecation: te
make tiie Chureh present & fruitiul i these
places & circumstances Where it Is enly through
them that she can become the salt of the' earth,
Thus, every /ay person, through these gifts
gIven ternim,, Is' at erce thiel Witiless, & the
IViRg lastitment o tiie 1/55/0/70f the
Church ltself ‘according to the measure: of
Christ's bestewal™ (LG, n. 33, emphasis added).




Vatican Il Openness
Essential Role o Lalty

“Until the full-manifestatien eii his: [Chnsts]
glony,, he fulfills the prophetic office, /A0t o1l
Py the [lerarc/iy/ \Whe) teach In RIS name: & By
RIS POWEY, LU also by the lalty. IHe
accordingly: bethr estamlisies: thieni as
Witiiesses & Provides, them: with the
appreciation o5 the ialtii (Sensus fiae)) & the
grace of tiielwora s that the: pewer: of the
Gespellmay: shine out i aaily, family: & secial
lIie™ (LG, 35, emphasis added).




Time Past, Time Present

Vatican /i Opernness Post=Var I Retrenchment:

Humble Church o

Openness terworld & ether n
religions

Search for moral truth
Esseniial role of laity

Self-confident Church

Suspicion; eff world & other
religions

Possession of meral truth

Dominant role of
magisterium

Hierarchicall model of
governance




Time Past, Time Present

Vatican /i Opernness Post=Var I Retrenchment:
Humble Church

Openness terworld & ether
religions

Search for moral truth
Esseniial role of laity

Collegial medel of
gOVErnamnce

Suspicion: eff world & ether
religions

Possession of moral truth

Deminant role of
magisterium

Hierarchicall model of
governamce




Post-Vat. 11 Retrenchment
Self-Confident Church

“Tihe Catholic faithful are required to profess that there s an
istericall continuity—reoted In the apestolic SUccession—hetween
the Church fieunded by Christ & the Cathelic Church: . . . This
Church, constituted & erganized as a seciety ini the. present werld,
subsists In [subsistit 1] the: Catholic Chureh, governed by the
Successor of Peter & by the Bishops: in communion with hina™. With
the expression subsistit 1, the Seconadl Vatican Ceuncil seught te
narmoenize two doctrinal statements: en the one hand, that the
Chureh of: Chirist, despite the divisions WhIch! exist amoeng

Christians, continues tolexist fully, Grly/ in the Cathiolic
Chureh, & on the other hand, that “outside off Mer structure, many
elements cani e found of sanctification & truth”, that Is; In these
Churches & ecclesial communities Whichr are not yet i full
communien with the' Catholic Church. Buit with respect to these, It
needs tos e stated that “they derive their efficacy firom the very.

fullness of grace & truth entrusted to the Cathelic Church®™ (ChE,
Dominus lesus (PJ), Declaration on the Unity: & Salvific Universality: of Jesus Christ &
the Church, 6 August 2000, n. 22, emphasis added).




Post-Vat. 11 Retrenchment
Self-Confident Church

AWith' the ceming ofi the' Saviour Jesus Chiist, God has
willed that the Church founded by A be the Instrument
ol the salvation of all-humanity (cfi. Acts 17:30-31). This
truthr off faith does) not: lesseni the SIncere respect Which
e Churchr has fier the religions of the world, but at: the
same. time; It rules ouit, 1 a radical way, that mentality,
off Indifferentism| ‘characternzea by a religious, relativism
whichileads; tor tie belief that “ene religion is' as goed as
anether.” If It Is true that the: fiellewers of other religiens
can| receive diving grace, It IS alsoe) certain that elhjectively.
Speaking they are Intas gravely: aeficient sitationin
comparisen With these who,, In' the: Church, have the
fullness of the means: ofi salvation’” (&7, n. 22, emphasis added).




Time Past, Time Present

Vatican /i Opernness Post=Var I Retrenchment:
Humble Church a Seli-confident Church
Openness terworld & ether
religions -

Search for moral truth
Esseniial role of laity

Collegial medel of

JOVEMANCE Possession: oft moerall truth
Deminant rele of
magisterium

Hierarchicall model of
governance




Post-Vat. 11 Retrenchment
St/spicion. el World & Other Rellgions

“Uniortunately, thisidisturoing state of atfairs, far firom
decreasing), Is expanding: withi the new. prospects opened
U By SCIEntfic & techinological Progress there: arse
AW ferms off attacks R the dignity, el the hunan Being.
At the same: time: a nevy. culitral climaters adeyveloping
& taking held; Which gives crmes against life a new: &-Ii
possible—even more: sinister character, giving rise te
fUrtherr grave CONCEern: Broaa Sectors Of: pPUBIIC CpIIo)
Justiiy certain crmes against life in the name: off the rghits
off Individual freedom,, & onithis Basis; thaey: clain not enly;
exemption from punishiment Ut evenr autherzation: by the
State;, se that these things can be done wWithl tetal fireedom

& Indeed with the fiee assistance of health-care systems™
(Pope John Paul I Evangelivm Vitae (EV), The Gospel off Life (25 March

1995), n. 4, emphasis added).




Post-Vat. 11 Retrenchment
St/spicion. el World & Other Rellgions

“Tis reality’ Isicharacterzead: by the emergence or:a
cUltyrewnich denies selidarnty & Inf nany: cases takes
the form of a\Vertable culture orfaeat/ir. Iinis culiure
IS actively, fostered by powerful cultural, ecenemic &
politicall CUrents WhICHh enceurage an Idea ol SocIety/
excessively: concerned with efificiency. Loeking at the
Situation! firem| this poeint eff VIEW, It IS pessible to speak in
a Certaln Semse: 6ff a wal: eifthe: pewertl aganist the
weak: a lifie Whlch Wouldfreguire: greatel; acceptance,
love & care IS considered useless, or held to be an
ntelerable bukden, & IS thereliere rejected 1 ene Way: or
anether. A pPersomn who, ecause: ofi lliness, handicap or,
more simply, Just by existing, cempromises; the well-
eing or life-style of those whoe are more favered tends
10 be looked upon as an enemy. to be resisted or
eliminated: (£ n. 12, emphasis added).




Post-Vat. 11 Retrenchment
St/spicion. el World & Other Rellgions

e anermoving toward a- a/ctators/ilp of relativisiii
WhHICHIdOES not recognize; anything for: centain & Which
Ias as Its MIghest geall ene's own ego & GRe's owWn

desires” (Candinal Joseph Ratzinger, 18 April 2005, homily: prior to conclave,
emphasis added).

“The essential things Inrhistory begin always with the
small, more cenvinced communities. So the Chaurech
beglns with the twelve Apostles. . . . Smaller numbers, |
think. But from these smalllnumbers we will have a
radiation of joy. In the world. Analse, It's an attraction, as

it'was In the old Church? (Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, intenview:on
EWTN).




Time Past, Time Present

Vatican /i Opernness Post=Var I Retrenchment:
Humble Church a Seli-confident Church

Openness te World & other s Suspicion: eff woerldl & other
religions religions

Search fior moral truth

Esseniial role of laity -

Collegial medel of
goveraance
s Deminant role of
magisterum

s Hierarchicall model of
governamce




Post-Vat. 1l Retrenchment
Possession o Vioral 1t

“Christians have' a great helprfor the fermation eff COnscience. /1. the. CHurch, &
ner Vagisteritm. As the Couneil affirms: ‘lin ferming thelr consciences the
Chistian faithful-must give careful attention te thesacred & certain; teaching
oft the Churchr Bor trie Catinolic ChUreIS By the Wil of: CHSTE e
teacher: or iyt Her charge IS ter anneunce & teach autihientically, that
trutiywhichis Chist, & at' the same: time with) her autherity: te; declare &
confirmithe prnciples ol the moral order which' derve from’ hAuman nature
liselii’ It fiellows: that the authioriy, o1 tiie CrureH, Wien sHe
PronoUACES BrNIIoral qUestions, Ao WAy, Uaeriihnes tie ireeaol
of coriscience or Cliristiarns. This IS se not enly hecause freedom; of
CONSCIENCE IS Never fieedom fromr the truth but always & only: freedem 1n’
the truth, but alse hecause the Magisteritum: does; not brng| ter the Christian
cComscience trutns Which are extraneous toe) It; rather It Brings te /Ight the
Lrutis, wiilchi it ougit alreaady, to) possess, developing them irem the
stanting point of the primordial act of faith. Tie Church puts herself alwaysi &
only at the: servicel or conscience, Nelping it to aveid eing| tossed to) & fio by
every wind off doctrine propesed by human deceit (cf. £pf14:14), & helping| it
not to swerve firem the truth about the good of man, but rather, espeually In

more difficult guestions, to attain the truth with certalnty & to abide in it”
(Pope John Paul I, Veritatis Splendor (VS), The Splendor of Truth, (6' August 1993) n. 64,
emphasis added).




Post-Vat. 1l Retrenchment
Possession o Vioral 1t

“Because ther Craurcli ias Beern sent By, Jests o) preacli tie
Gospel & 1o ‘make disciples; ofi all nations..., teaching them to
ehserve allF that herlhas commanded (cf. Wi 28:19-20)), she today
oricermore) puts iomyarda theViaster s reply; a repl: that (possesses: a
gt & a poewer: capaible o1 answerng evern. theiost
controversial & complex guestiorns... 1t 1s in the same light &
POWEY: that: &r7er Crurcli's Vagisterui: CORuAYes torcary, UL Jis sk o
a/scerment, accepting & living ouit the admonition addressed by the
Apostle Paul tor Timothy: ‘I charge you In the presence of God & of
Chist Jesus whoi Is o) judge the living & the dead), & by IS appearing
& his kingdom: preach the word, e Urgent in season & out of
Seasen, convinece, rebuke, & exhort pe unfailling Inf patience & in
teac:hlng For the. time will.corme when people will ot enaure
sou[a teachnig, Ut having Itching ears they willfaccumulate: fior
themselves; teachers toe sult thelrown ikings, & Willk zdrm away, frofm
/istening to the trut & Wander Inte. myths. As for yeu, always be
steady, endure sufferng, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your
ministry™ (2 7im 4:1-5; cf. 7/t 1:10, 13-14)” (V/5, n. 30, emphasis added).




Time Past, Time Present

Vatican /i Opernness Post=Var I Retrenchment:
Humble Church a Seli-confident Church

Openness te World & other s Suspicion: eff woerldl & other
religions religions

Search for morall truth m Possession off meral truth
Esseniial role of laity

Collegial medel of
gOVErnamnce

= Hierarchicall moedel of
governamce




Post-Vat. 11 Retrenchment
Pomipant Role orViagisterm

“ln particular, as the Ceuncil affirms, e task or
avtnenyealy aterprenng. e Wwora. o1 Goa, Wiienier s
Witter o1 01 A thial o1 Tiaaltion, 114as Wees entilstea.
orly/ 1o} tiIoSe) clargea Wit tiie: CHUICIAIS 1IVIig,
Viagisterium, Wiaose: auliionly s exercisea i e aanme o
Jesus Christ (Vs n. 27).

Ealls 1o, mention, the Council went onl ter say... ‘Its [the
magisternum’s]| avtherty IR thisimatter IS exercised In the
name ofi Jesus Chrst. Yet this Magisternum /s ot
superior: to) tiie Wora o Goad, bUL IS 1S servant., It

teacries only, wihiart 11as neen. nandea o to It (Dei

Verbum. (DY), Dogmatic Constitution on; Divine: Revelation, n. 10; emphasis
added).




Post-Vat. 11 Retrenchment
Pomipant Role orViagisterm

“T'he Chureh's Magisterium intervenes not enly in the sphere of
falthy, bui alse;, & Inseparably: se, /17 tiie spriere ofmorals. It has
the task off ‘discerning), by means, of JUudgments nermative for the
COMScIences; of believers, these acts Wiich in themselves conform: te
the demands ofi faith & foster thelr expression in life & those whiceh,
0N the contrany, because intrinsically: evil; are incompatilie with
such demands” In proclaiming the commandments of Ged & the
charty: ol Christ, e Chure/is Viagisteritm) also) teacles: the
ranraul spe(:/f/c partictiar precepis & requires: tiat ey
COIISIAer: el Corsclernce) as mmorally pinaling. lnfacaitien
the Magisterunm carres out an impoeriant werk efi Vigilance, Warning
the faithful of the: presence: ofi possible enrors, evenimerely implicit
Ones, When thelr consciences fail te ac:knowledge the cerrectness &
the truth of the moral norms Which the Viagisterivm
teaches’ (Vs n. 110, emphasis added).




Time Past, Time Present

Vatican /i Opernness Post=Var I Retrenchment:
Humble Church a Seli-confident Church

Openness te World & other s Suspicion: eff woerldl & other
religions religions

Search for morall truth P.OSsession off morall truth
Esseniial role of laity Deminant role of

Collegial moedel of magisterium
QeVErIance




Pevelopments In
Cathelic Health Care

Ethics (CHCE)




Preliminary: Commenis

e shifit 1’ ecclesiall centext over the
years: has significantly infitenced CHCE &
itS approach te: concrete Issues

Wiaalt: fellows: alie my. reflections; e hew
e shliit te; Past=Vatcan Kenencimient
nasi shiaped CHCE




CHCE Today

Narrew: view! ofi Catholiciidentity witihara virtually,
ExclUsIVe Tecus onl e ISSUes

Physicialist/functional View! ofi persen: & Vitalist
appreach te human;life

Emphasis on authenity: & fidelity ter magisternum




CHCE Today
Act-Centered...

The person;, Ner/nis pursult of human; flourshning, &
AUMan: experence: as well as concrete circumstances are
not the: central moral considerations

Rather, there s an emphasisi en Immutable principles
derived firom naturalflaw,; intanrsically evil actions), &
apselute cencrete nemms wWhichr ane simply: applied e
concrete Issues

We seeithis, ol Instance,, Ini current approaches to
treatment ofi ectopic pregnancy: & medically indicated
sterilizations




Richard McCormick, S.J., on
Sterilization

Against the thinking that all direct stenlizations are
always wroeng,, Er. Richard McCormick, SJ, commentea:
“I' knew! a preminent (nen-Catholic) pediatric Surgeon.
IHe & histwifie have: eleven children:. Tihe last was
slightly: retarded, se the witierhad a tulbal ligation
perfermed:. e couple then adopted: thiree more
children,, anilnaian, a black & al retardeadl child. Anyene
Whe argues that the tulkalligatien mvelved this couple
I acting against’ the Pewerr to give life or the
procreative goed® Isiarguing frem a meuntain tep: that
IS thickly insulated' frem the real world by a coronal

MISt” (“Sterilization: The Dilemma of Catholic Hospitals,” in' 7/e
Critical Calling (Georgetown University: Press, 1989), p. 277).




Richard McCormick, S.J., on
Sterilization

| shall net enter the niceties of the theolegical
argument en this peint [that direct sterlization IS
intrnsically. evil] except to point eut that I t
Church says that the' direct taking| of the: ful
INtegrity: of procreative: capacity Is Intrnsically
evil, shers asserting semething anoui
procreative capacity, that she has refused to

assert apbout lifie 1tseli” (“Sterilization' as a Cathelic Institutional
Preblem,” in How Brave a New: World (Doubleday & Co., 1981), p. 273).




CHCE Today

Act-centered, rule-based, deductive approach te
ethicall Issues

Physicialist/functional View! ofi persen: & Vitalist
appreach ternuman life

Emphasis onl authenity: & fidelity ter magisternum




CHCE Today

Narrow View:..

ldentity, ol individual  Catholics houna: U with
fidelity ter certainrissues: anortion, contraception &
sterilization;, neomesexuality, divorce & remarriage;
WOMEN'S eraination

ldentity’ ofi CHC erganizations, tied! to; procedures; we
@0/ AOL perierm & other mere narow: elements
(e.q., display ofi religious artifacts, priestly
celebration| of Sachaments, Catholic directors, of
spirituall care;, etc.) with proader concenns & values
downplayed or forsaken altogether




CHCE Today

Narrow View:..

Withrthis Is the TeeUS 61 a narrew: Set O ISSUes
Ireatment ofi female Victims of sextiali assauli
Contraception & sterlization
Doenation aiter cardiac deathn
Induced early: delivery eff severely impaired fetuses
Embryenic stem cell' research & clening
Artificial nutrtion; & hydratien (ANH)

Left out are important ethical Issues 1inrhealth
care: like access, reform, disparities, safety,
Workplace justice




CHCE Today

Act-centered, rule-based, deductive approach te
ethicall ISsues

NarrewVview: off Catnelic identity with: a virtually,
exclusive fecus on e ISSUEs

Emphasis onr authenity, & fidelity ter magisternum




CHCE Today

PRYysSIcallst/EURectional Viewy.. .

Despite claims; tel the: contrany, hard te argue othemnwvise
WHEN 0ne considers appreaches to ectopic pregnancy,

artificial Inseminatien With perforated condom, gamete
ntrafaliepian transier

Dehate i ANHRas expoesed a vitalistici tendency Where
penefit Is reduced to sustaining life: & physical life'is
elevated anboyve all other goeds

m “Suchi measures [nutrtion: & hydratien] must not be withdr@awn
N order to cause death, bui they may: be withdrawn Ifi they: offer
NO reasonable f1ope of sustaliig [Ifé or PeSse eXcessive risks

or burdens” (emphasis added; USCCB Pro-Life Committee, “Nutrition and
Hydration: Moeral and Pastoral Reflections,” 1992).




Breaking firom Tradition?

Cronin

CDE 1980

John Paul |1

Rigali/ZL.eri

“Anoether poeint te understand
clearly: is, the fiact that in
determining Whether a
MEans| Offers propoertionate
hoepe of success & henefit,
orie must corisider somie
rejative ractors. It 1s
nardly, possiplée to
estanlish cateqgorically
that a particularmeans will
always' efier propertienate
penefit under all
circumstances & to all
people. I other words;, It is
adiificult to estaplisii an,
apsolute o When
determining| therrequired
hope of success & benefit in
any. proceaure designed to
conserve life.”

“ItwillFloe poessible
to make: a correct
jud@gment as te the
means; by studying
the type of
treatment to be
used, Iits degree of
complexity’ or risk,
[tS coest & the
possibilities; of
using It, &
comparingl these
elements with the
result that can be
expected, taking
[t6; account the
state of the sick
person & his;or
her physical &
morall resources.”

“the administration
off Water & fieed,
even when provided
kY artificial means,
always represents a
natural means o
presenving e, net a
meadical act: Its
use,, furthermore,
should lse
considered in
principle; eralnary
& pProporticRate;
& as such morally.
ebligatery, Insofar
as . .. consists in
providing
nAoUriskment to the
patient & alleviation
of his suffering.”

“Pope Joln Paul
Il & RIS SUCCESSOor
held that 7fooa &
water, eEVEn
WhHen thelr
prevision: may
require technical
medical
assistance,
constitute the
‘basic care’ that
patients sheuld
receive. The value
of such medical
assistance is not
10 be judged by,
its efficacy/in
cUIg the
patient or
Iproving the
patient’s
condition.”




CHCE Today

Act-centered, rule-based, deductive approach te
ethicall ISsues

NarrewVview: off Catnelic identity with: a virtually,
exclusive fecus on e ISSUEs

Physicialist/functional View! ofi persen & Vitalist
appreach ter human life




CHCE Today
EmpRasis e AULhorHLy...

Rather than dialegue; receurse: to

authoemty

s Starts withr Aumane Vitae

s Host ofi other Issues, for example:
\Womenis ordination | FAITHFU

Sterilization | DISSENT

= Sisters of Mercy: of the Union & the | CHARLESE.CURRAN
CDE “dialegue” | g—

[Delhate over preportionalism

Explicit sllencing of theelegians &
pastorall mInISters

x Er. Hams Kung, Leonardo Boefi; Fr.
Charles Curran, Sr. Jeannine
Grammick, Er. Rebert Nugent, Fr.
Roger Haight




CHCE Today
EMpPrAasls on Autiorty...

Emphasisien avtherity, also refiected In recent
Rierarchical statements SUchi as; a recent article
Py Cardinal Rigalif & Bishep Lor en ANH, Wherein
they state:

s CDE document “1s an autrortative) stateniernit of;
morall truthy, reaffirnnag a teaching By the Cathoelic

Church’s ordinary magisterlun™ “on Basic Care for Patients in
the Vegetative' State,” Healtli Progress (May-June 2008): p. 70-72, at 70,
emphasis added).




CHCE Today
EMpPrAasls on Autiorty...

AllFthis has led to:
s A diminished rele fier laity & theolegians: alike

a A deailth of creative theological Work
(especially’ in CHCE)

s A single, dominant voice that echees the
teachings efi the magisternum

= A one-sided exercise: of the Church's teaching
authoenty.




Exercise of Teaching Authority

WIth respect to; the: exercise of the Church’s teaching
effice: [or authenty], thistwoeuld mvelve a prayeriul study/
ff the: Churehrs traditien (gIVIng prmacy, or: place) to
the testmoeny, o ScrHpLtireé), a consultation) of
schelars & theelogians: (representing aiverse Scliools
of thioughit & theological/histencal Perspectives); a
COnSIderauen ol ther //1sIgts; o pertinent relatead.
/elds (e.q., the contripution off the secial SCIENCES oF
genetics), and an attempt to discern the sense of tiie

fartron: & threugh Whoen the: Spirt alser speaks™

(Richard A. Gaillardetz, By Wihat Aviriorty/7(Coellegeville, MN: Littrgical
Press, 2003), p. 65, emphasis added).




Impact en Cathelic
Health Care &

Renewed Directions




Being-Doing lmpact:

Changing ecclesiall context & developments
I Catholic ethics Impact CIHE's self=
UnRderstandingl & approach tormany. ISSUes
noted alboeve & ethers:

= RIght ofi employees to: refrain from periorming,
Infierming, referrng for Proscrned SErVIces

x [[he fiermatien off partnersnips With ether-than-
Catholic providers

x Coeperation with; philanthropic organizations




A Paradox

CHC embodies & reflects many. elements of
Vatican [1:Openness as Its main fecus s o
PINGING the gospel & the: broader tradition

(Including CSily) te bear on complex,
Changing CIrCUMSIaNCEs

s Acceptance: of others & religious, diversity,
seeking common greunadiin a pluralistic' society,
finding creative solutions to complex moral
problems; vital role for laity:




A ParadoxXx (cont.)

I some sense this places) CHEC at odds; withra
Post=Vatican /R etrenchment CAurch WhAICH IS

A016)

e fecused on orthedexy (Cright Beliel) &

erthoepraxy: (“rght practice”) & views, CHC wiith
SUSpICIoN

At the same time, It also places CHC at odds

Wit
{00
1ec

\ /1oaeri, Sectlidl: SOciel/ WRICKHIS mone
Used onl self=determinism, moral plurality; &

inelegicall advancement & views CHC as a

sectarian group tiying te Impese Its beliefis on
others




Irresolvable Tension

[Fhis creates an Iresolvanle tension for CHC that
chiallenges how werunderstand ourselves (1elng-
identity) & hew \We act: Inf concrete
circumstances (doing-integniy)

Given the Importance of oul healtn: ministry
(botn for & to), We must persevere: & continue
to learn to liveramidst the tension

Thisiis possible with (1) a cleal’ sense of identity
that translates, nto (2) certain core activities' &
(3) a distinctive style of appreaching concrete
situations




Living Amidst the Tension

(1) CHC isi motivated first & foremost out: of
itS faithiin the redemptive act ofi Jesus Christ,
WhICH prevides us withra worldview: that
CAUSEs US 1o See things In a different light

= Amoeng| other things, fialth sensitizes us; te the true
Meaning eif PErseNS; SarpPens: & INtensifies; eur
fecus; en the human goeds definitive off eur
fleurishing (e.g., health care), & provides the
motivation that stamps all our actions




Wiriting onl the: distinctiveness, off Christian
ethics, McCormick suiggests semething of the
Christian’ that Is relevant for CHC:

 Falthy 1R Ged's covenant wWithl AUmanity,, especially

as maniiested IRl the: saving Incarmation: off JESUS
Christ, “love: & leyalty’ ter this central figure, yields

a decisive way. ol Viewing & Intending the werld;
off Interpretinglitss meaning, ofi Rierarchizing Its
values. . . It aldstus i staying Auman: by,
Underining the: truly humanagainst allfcultuiel
attempis te distert the Auman.”

Richard' A. McCormick, S.J., “Does Religious Faith' Add to Ethical Perception,” ini Readings. /in Moral Theology No: 2,
ed. Charles A. Curran & Richard A. McCormick, S.J., (New: York: Paulist Press, 1980), 156-173; at 169.




McecCormick goes on te wWrite:

a Faith does not provide cencrete answers, bui rather
proevides:a woerdview: that inferms: reasening. s
Worlaview: IS, ar continuing check o/ & challenge: te; our
tendency ter make: chieices InHight of cultural enthusiasms
WhICh Sink Inte; & take PeSSEssIon! 6 ourr URWITLIRG, pre-
ethical selves. Suchentiusiasms can reduce the goed of
ifie tor mere adjustment i a trumph of the therapeutic;
collapse aniindividual inter his [er her] funcuienanility; exalt
IS [or her] unigueness It a lenely individualisn or crush
it INte; a sufifecating collectivism.

Richard A. McCormick; S.J., “Does Religious Faithi Add te Ethicall Perception,” in Reaadings in Moral Theology No. 2,
ed. Charles A. Curran & Richard A. McCormick, S.J., (New York: Paulist Press, 1980), 156-173; at 170.




Living Amidst the Tension
(cont.)

((2) Because of our faith there ane certain' actions| that
are core to eur identity: as CHC:

Care for the pooer, marginalized, & Vulneranble
Promote justice in the workplace & the rnghts off Workers

Impreve: the: health off communities & Work toward' the
elimination of disparities

Practice & promote envirenmental responsibility
Witness te the value: off human life at all'stages
Analyze decisiens/poelicies with a preferential eptien for the peol

We would cease to be CHC iiff we failed te engage in
these activities




MeCormick again describes this well:

= [O]ne need noet be a Christian te be
concemead Withrthe peol, Withrhealtd,, With the
feod prokiem; withrjustice & rghts. BUtiione
IS a Christian & IS net Concermed, Semetning Is
Wreng With that: Chrstianity. It hasi ceased te
per Christian; ecause! It has ceased to e wihalt
itS feunaer Was—hunian.*

Richard A. McCormick; S.J., “Does Religious Faithi Add te Ethicall Perception,” in Reaadings in Moral Theology No. 2,
ed. Charles A. Curran & Richard A. McCormick, S.J., (New York: Paulist Press, 1980), 156-173; at 172.




Living Amidst the Tension
(cont.)

((B) Becauise of our faith & our sense: of
identity CHE sheuld appreach concrete
ISSUES In' a Certai manner er style

s A persen-centered, end-hased, Inductive
APPreACcH oI ethics

x A hoelistic view: of the person
= A pastoral, practical sense
= A consistent ethic




Living Amidst the Tension
(cont.)

“A Separation, or even an oppesition, Is thus established
I SeME cases Petween| the teaching| off the precept,
wWhichiisivalid ini general, & the nerm el the individual
conscience, whichiweuldin fiact make the: final decision
apeUt What Isigoed & what Is evil. Onithis basis, an
attempt 1S made: te’ legitimize so-called pastoral’
selUtiens contrany te the teaching of the Magisternum, &
10 JUStify’ a “creative™ hermeneutic accordingl te: wnich
e moeral conscience Is In ne Way: ebliged, Inr every: case,
By & particular negative: precept™ (s, n. 56).




